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PM MODI: NATURAL PARTNERS,
writing a new chapter in history

India-UK: Deal’s Done

Modi: Pact beneficial for India’s youth,
farmers, fishermen and MSME sector

SIDDHARTH UPASANI,
RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
&DIVYAA

NEW DELHI, JULY 24

INDIA AND the United Kingdom
Thursday signed the much-
awaited bilateral free trade
agreement in the backdrop of a
global trade environment that
looks volatile with threats of re-
ciprocal tariffs by the United
States of America under
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India-UK pact could serve asa
template as Delhi presses
ahead with agreements with
others, including US and EU
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Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressing the media after sign-
ing the deal at UK Prime Minister

PMSTARMER:LANDMARKDEAL,
delivery of commitment by both sides
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Bank loan ‘fraud’ probe:
ED searches locations

linked to Anil Ambani

T

Anil Ambani’s office at Ballard Estate in Mumbai was among
the premises searched on Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar PAGE 13
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THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate

Mumbai linked to industrialist
Anil Ambani, as part of a money
laundering probe into an alleged
Rs 3,000 crore bank loan fraud
involving companies of the
Reliance Anil Dhirubhai Ambani
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.Data breach at
ICAR hits key
recruitment, agri
research projects

“recommendations” regarding
the “non-functionality of the DC
(Data Centre) and DRC (Disaster
Recovery Centre)”. The panel
was also asked to suggest “suit-
able measures” to ensure data
security and “prevent recurrence
of such incidents in future”.

The committee, which was
directed to submit its report by
July 31, is yet to meet, one of its
members told this newspaper.

According to sources, the
breach occurred in April and af-
fected the ICAR’s website, its
serverin Delhi and its replication
server at the National Academy
of Agricultural Research
Management (NAARM) in
Hyderabad.

“Datarelated to recruitment,
from Technical Officers to
Deputy Directors General (DDG)
and job applications sought last
year, is missing. The missing data
also covers a large number of
projects and related information
submitted by scientists online
and preserved in repositories. It
includes email communica-
tions,” sources said.

The Indian Express spoke to
several ICAR scientists, from
Lucknow, Karnal, Hyderabad,
Pune and Delhi, and all of them
said there were “problems on the
portal” and that they have raised
the issue several times. “It is not
only our email communication
system that is not working. The
problem s that crucial data of re-
cruitment, finances, scientists, re-
search projects and administra-
tive work has vanished from the
server and replication server,”
said a senior scientist.

When contacted, M L Jat,
Secretary, Department of
Agricultural Research and
Education, and Director General
of ICAR, told The Indian Express:
“A few months back, there was
some hacking of our website.
Presently, everything is normal.
The Ministry has constituted a
committee in a follow-up of our

data policy. That is a continuous

process.”
A senior member of the
Council's Knowledge

Management division said: “Our
website icar.org.in was restored
inmid-May this year but another
website icar.gov.in is still not
working.”

The ICAR, which marked its
97th Foundation Day in New
Delhi on July 16, describes itself
asanorganisation that “has been
spearheading agricultural re-
search, education and extension
activities for productivity en-
hancement and diversification
of Indian agriculture”.

Sources said the affected data
was mainly related to
Agricultural Scientists
Recruitment Board (ASRB),
Indian Agricultural Statistics
Research Institute (IASRI) and
National Academy of
Agricultural Research
Management (NAARM), all of
which function under ICAR.

R CAgrawal, the then DDG of
ICAR who was also acting direc-
tor at NAARM, said, “Iam super-
annuated now. [ cannot com-
ment.” IASRI director Rajendra
Prasad declined to comment. An
official in NAARM said, “We are
aware of this data disruption and
are facing problems. But I can’t
tell you anything else.”

According to sources, the se-
curity breach was raised during
the Annual General Meeting of
the ICAR Society, chaired by
Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, in Delhi
on July 7.Chouhan subsequently
directed the formation of the six-
member committee to be
headed by Dr D K Yadava, DDG
(Crop Sciences), ICAR.

Yadava did not respond to re-
quests from The Indian Express
for comment. A member of the
committee said, “We are yet to
hold a meeting as we are busy
with several things. But we are
planning to have one soon.”
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India-UK: Deal’s Done

Starmer called it the most
important deal after Brexit for
the UK. Both the leaders had, on
May 6, announced the success-
ful conclusion of negotiations.
The joint goal of the two coun-
tries is to double the bilateral
trade in goods and services by
2030 from $56 billion now,
India’s Commerce and Industry
Ministry said.

The signing of the agreement
comes weeks after the UK be-
came the first country to finalise
a trade deal with the US in early
May. India is also aggressively
pursuing a deal with the US. Just
last week, commerce ministry
officials concluded an extended
round of talks in Washington
D.C., with the next round sched-
uled for mid-August. India hopes
to finalise an interim trade pact
with the US by August 1, the date
Trump’s reciprocal tariffs will
kick in.

Elaborating on what the deal
means for India, Modi said, “For
the people and industry of India,
products made in the UK, such
as medical devices and aero-
space parts — will be available at
accessible and affordable rates.
The agreement will prove
particularly beneficial for India’s
youth, farmers, fishermen, and
MSME sector.”

In a statement, the UK gov-
ernment said the deal would in-

crease bilateral trade between
the two countries by nearly 39
per cent in the long run — this s
equivalent to $34.5 billion a year,
when compared to 2040 pro-
jected levels of trade in the ab-
sence of an agreement.

India’s merchandise exports
to the UK rose by 12.6 per cent to
$14.5 billion in 2024-25, while
imports grew 2.3 per cent to $8.6
billion. The India-UK deal un-
locks tariff-free access on 99 per
cent of Indian exports to the UK,
covering nearly 100 per cent of
trade value- including labour-in-
tensive sectors, the Indian
Commerce and Industry
Ministry said.

Consumers in India are ex-
pected to benefit from improved
access to a variety of British
products — from soft drinks and
cosmetics to cars and medical
devices — as average tariffs
will drop from 15 per cent to 3
per cent.

Also, 45 per cent of India’s
merchandise exports to the UK
will not attract any duty, giving
a boost to labour-intensive sec-
tors such as textiles and leather,
according to New Delhi-based
think-tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI).

In terms of concessions, India
will first halve the duty on Scotch
whisky from the UK to 75 per
cent and then to 40 per cent over

10 years. In what is seen as a
landmark move, duties on auto-
mobiles will be cut in a phased
manner. As per the deal, India
will lower import duties on
British cars over 15 years to just
10 per cent from more than 100
per cent for luxury cars.
However, the reduced rate of tar-
iff will apply only to 10,000 units,
which will rise to 19,000 in the
fifth year.

India has excluded several
high-sensitivity agricultural
products from any tariff conces-
sions. This includes dairy, fresh
apples, walnuts, whey and mod-
ified whey, blue-veined cheese,
and specific seed categories such
as vegetable seeds and sugar
beet seed. The UK had excluded
various meat products and egg-
based items,among others, from
discussions.

“This CETA marks a mile-
stone in the trade relations be-
tween two major economies,
setting an ambitious and bal-
anced framework,” Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal said.

Movement of people

Mobility of workers, which
had been abone of contention as
India sought improved access for
its services sector amid height-
ened sensitivities in a post-Brexit
UK, saw both countries engaging
in some give and take. The agree-
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ment ensures no caps on the
number of UK service providers,
although India maintained some
regulatory carve-outs, suchasin
legal services, taxation, and na-
tional security, New Delhi-based
think-tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said.

“In contrast, the UK’s services
offer to India is more cautious
and limited in scope. While it
grants commercial presence
rights in sectors like computer
services, consultancy, and envi-
ronmental services, its commit-
ments on professional mobility
are modest,” GTRI said.

The UK has created an annual
quota of 1,800 for temporary en-
try of traditional chefs, classical
musicians, and yoga instructors,
although no binding commit-
ment has been made on broader
visa categories, including busi-
ness visitors or IT professionals,
GTRI said.

In addition to the trade
agreement, a consensus was also
reached on the Double
Contributions Convention, un-
der which workers from India
and the UK temporarily working
in the other country for up to
three years will only have to
make social security contribu-
tions in their home countries.
“This will inject new energy into
the service sectors of both coun-
tries, especially in technology
and finance. It will promote ease
of doing business, reduce the
cost of doing business, and in-
crease the confidence of doing
business,” Modi said. The UK
economy would benefit from
India’s skilled talent and en-
hance investment and generate

e India gains big in food, footwear, textile; to cut tariffs in auto, liquor

tariffs reduced to zero from up to
20 per cent.

On its part, New Delhi has al-
lowed British companies to par-
ticipate in a class of public pro-
curement tenders, and also
opened the highly-tariffed auto-
mobile and alcoholic beverage in-
dustries.

The UK government said its
large and varied manufacturing
sectors will benefit from tariff
cuts on aerospace (reduced from
ashighas 11%to 0%),automotives
(from up to 110% down to 10%),
and electrical machinery (from
up to 22%).

For the first time, India has al-
lowed duty cuts for UK-origin al-
cohol including whisky, brandy,
rum, vodka, liqueurs, mead, cider,
and tequila. These products,
which currently face a base cus-
toms duty of 150 per cent, will see
steep reductions — but only if
they meet a Minimum Import
Price (MIP) threshold of $5 per
litre or $6 per 750 ml bottle. For
qualifying imports, the duty will
be gradually lowered from 110
per cent in Year 1 to 75 per cent
by Year 10, through equal annual
reductions.

This design helps shield

India’s domestic liquor market
from low-costimports while giv-
ing premium UK spirits a com-
petitive edge, New Delhi-based
think tank GTRI said.

Significant change of
position

Inafirst, India has allowed UK
firms to participate in govern-
ment tenders, offering them Class
Two status under ‘Make in India’
rules, which require 20-50 per
cent domestic value addition.
While India had previously
opened public procurement un-
der the UAE deal, experts said the
deal offered to the UK is the most
generous yet.

“This is the most extensive
concession in government pro-
curement that India has offered
in any FTA to date and marks a
strategic shift away from using
public procurement as a tool for
domestic industrial develop-
ment. The 20 per cent local con-
tent rule allows UK firms to use
up to 80 per cent inputs from
third countries — such as China or
the EU — while still receiving pref-
erential treatment, effectively di-
luting the benefits that pro-
grammes like Make in India and
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designed to protect,” GTRI
said.

The access granted to the
UK could also set a precedent
for future FTAs with larger
economies like the EU or the
US, potentially eroding
India’s ability to use public
procurement as a lever for
policy goals such as import
substitution, domestic ca-
pacity-building, and em-
ployment generation, the
think tank added.

Experts said that India
seems to have conceded sig-
nificantly on Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR), as UK
patent holders are now al-
lowed to give voluntary li-
cences, representing a
marked shift from the earlier

stance.

“The IP chapter undermines
policy space to facilitate access to
medicines on two grounds. One,
itexplicitly mentions a preference
forvoluntary licensing over com-
pulsory licensing. Two, it reiter-
ates the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) provision
which allows the patent holder to
withhold information on the
working of patents for three
years,” an expert said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

India began exploring
deal back in 2007

Indiaand the UK (then part of
the EU) began exploring the pos-
sibility of a trade deal back in
2007. However, Europe’s de-
mands for access to India’s key
job-generating sectors, such as
automobiles and agriculture,
were too steep for the govern-
ment to build a consensus within
the country, leading to the talks’
failure.

After deciding to withdraw
from negotiations for the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) —
a mega trade deal involving
China, the ASEAN region,
Australia, and New Zealand —
over concerns about a surge in
Chinese importsin 2019, India be-
gan looking to the lucrative West
for deeper economic integration.

Diwali deadline missed

and more

Post-2019, when India
adopted a decisive approach to-
wards a free trade agreement
with the UK, a political crisis in
London played spoilsport, begin-
ning with Brexit in 2016. While
negotiations continued under
three different British Prime
Ministers from 2022 to 2025, sev-
eral deadlines were missed, in-
cluding the Diwali deadline set by
former UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson. The deal only materi-
alised after the Keir Starmer-led
Labour Party won alandslide vic-

tory in May 2025.

Another political push to-
wards global deals was the elec-
tion of US President Donald
Trump. It incentivised countries
to swiftly secure new markets,

bringing the UK and India even |
- have to pay social security contri-
- butions in one country at a time.
- For temporary workers, the DCC
- ensures that “fragmentation of
- their social security record” does
- notoccur, the UK government said

The UK deal is significantasit |
marks the beginning of integra-
tion between the advanced serv- |
ices sector in the UK and that of '
- ices sectors, particularly in tech-
- nology and finance. “It will
- promote ease of doing business,
- reduce cost of doing business,and
- increase the confidence of doing
- business. Additionally, UK’s econ-
- omy would benefit from India’s
- skilled talent. These agreements

closerin their search for certainty
in a world that seems to be mov-
ing towards trade turmoil.

Shedding
protectionism

India.

India has finally opened its
doors to high-end British cars and
whisky, albeit in a phased man-
ner. The India-UK Free Trade
Agreement ensures comprehen-
sive market access for goods
across all sectors, covering all of

India'sexportinterests.Indiawill
- generate new employment op-

benefit from tariff elimination on

approximately 99 per centof tar-
- Moreover, as agreements reached
- between two democracies and
- two of the world’s major
- economies, they willlend support
- toglobal stability and global pros-
. perity,” Modisaid at the joint brief-
- ing with his counterpart, Keir
- Starmer, on Thursday.

iff lines, covering nearly 100 per
cent of trade value — offering op-
portunities to boost bilateral trade
between India and the UK, ac-
cording to the Commerce and
Industry Ministry.

The pactincludes chapters on
goods, services, innovation, gov-

ernment procurement, and intel-
lectual property rights. The two !
- notchange rules onaccess toben-
- efits. The UK has agreements sim-
Convention | ilar to the DCC with almost 50
Agreement, or social security
- such an understanding with 20
. countries. According to British
- media reports, the exemption for
- India will cost the British govern-

- mentabout £100 million.

countries have also concluded
negotiations on the Double
Contribution

pact, which would help avoid
double contributions to social se-
curity funds by Indian profession-
als working for alimited period in
Britain. However, talks on the

Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) !
- IT-enabled services, financial and
- legal services, professional and ed-
- ucational services, and digital

are still ongoing.
India’s exports to the UK rose
by 12.6 per cent to $14.5 billion,

while imports grew by 2.3 per |
. UKmarket. “Indian professionals,
Bilateral trade betweenIndiaand
- panies toworkin the UKacrossall
- services sectors, professionals de-
. ployed on contracts such asarchi-

cent to $8.6 billion in 2024-25.

the UKincreased to $21.34 billion
in2023-24 from $20.36 billion in
2022-23.
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new employment opportunities
in both countries.

India’s services exports to the
UK rose 16 per cent in 2024 to
£14.7 billion, according to data
from the Office of National
Statistics, while services imports
from the UK were flat at £10.1
billion.

Vision 2035, defence
roadmap

India and the UK Thursday
also unveiled a Vision 2035 doc-
ument to give “new momentum
and energy” to the strategic part-
nership between the two coun-
tries over the coming decade,
Modi said. The roadmap will
form the basis of a “strong, trust-
worthy, and ambitious partner-
ship” in the fields of technology,
defence, climate, education, and
people-to-people connectivity,
he added.

Adefence industrial roadmap
has also been drawn up for part-
nership in defence and security,
with work to also continue on
strengthening the technology se-
curity initiative, with the Indian
Prime Minister saying the coun-
tries were committed to creating
a future together in the fields of
artificial intelligence to critical
minerals and semiconductors to
cybersecurity.

“I would be remiss not to
mention cricket when India and
the UK are coming together, es-
pecially during a Test series. For
both of us, cricket is not just a
game, but a passion and also a
great metaphor for our partner-
ship. There may be a swing, a
miss at times, but we always play

e Social security

. Comprehensive and Economic
- Trade Agreement(CETA) that cov-
- ers nearly 100 per cent of trade
. value between India and the UK.
- The DCCensures employees mov-
- ing between the two countries

and their employers will only

on Thursday.

According to PM Narendra
Modi, the DCCwillinject “new en-
ergy” into the Indian and UK serv-

will enhance investments and

portunities in both countries.

ADCCdoes not cover access to
social security benefits and does

countries. India, meanwhile, has

As partof the trade deal, ITand

trade will get greater access to the

including those deployed by com-

e Bank loan ‘fraud’ probe: ED searches locations linked to Anil Ambani

is searching 50 companies and
25 individuals under the
Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED is primarily investi-
gating allegations of illegal diver-
sion of loans worth around Rs
3,000 crore, disbursed by Yes
Bank to the group’s companies
between 2017 and 2019.Itis also
examining whether there wasa
quid pro quoinvolved intheloan
— specifically, if bribes were paid
to bank officials, including Yes
Bank promoters.

A source said ED started its
investigation on the basis of two
FIRs registered by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and
other agencies and institutions.
“Preliminary investigation con-
ducted by the ED has revealed
that there was a well-planned
and thought out scheme to di-
vert/ siphon off public money by
cheating banks, shareholders,
investors and other public insti-
tutions,” the source said.

The central agency’s probe
has found alleged violations in
Yes Bank’s loan approvals to the
group's companies, including
backdated credit approval mem-
orandums and proposals for in-
vestments made without any

due diligence or credit analysis
— violations of the bank’s credit
policy,among other issues.

Two group companies,
Reliance Power and Reliance
Infrastructure, said in separate
but identical regulatory filings
that the ED action has had “ab-
solutely no impact” on their
business operations, financial
performance, shareholders, em-
ployees, or any other stakehold-
ers. “The media reports appear
to pertain to allegations concern-
ing transactions of Reliance
Communications  Limited
(RCOM) or Reliance Home
Finance Limited (RHFL) which
are over 10 years old,” the com-
panies said.

When contacted, a Yes Bank
official declined to comment.

Loans to “entities with weak
financials; without proper docu-
mentation or due diligence; bor-
rowers with common addresses,
common directors; diversion of
loans to promoter group enti-
ties; evergreening of GPCloans;
onward lending on same date;
loans disbursed on the date of
application; loans disbursed
prior to sanction; misrepresen-
tation of financials” were among
the alleged violations, said a

source. “In violation of the loan
terms, these loans were further
diverted to many group compa-
nies and shell companies,” the
source said.

The central agency has also
alleged that Reliance Mutual
Fund invested around Rs 2,850
crore in AT1 bonds of Yes Bank
in a suspected quid pro quo
arrangement. “These bonds
were eventually written down,
and money was siphoned off.
This was the money of the pub-
lic — the mutual fund investors,”
the source said, adding that the
CBI is also investigating this is-
sue.

Another source said that
based oninformation from SEBI,
the ED has found that Reliance
Infrastructure diverted large
sums of money to the group’s
companies by disguising them
as inter-corporate deposits
(ICDs), using a related party
called ‘C Company’ that was not
previously disclosed. ICDs are
short-term loans that compa-
nies within the same group of-
ten give each other. While legal,
they can be used to route funds
in ways that escape scrutiny —
especially if the transactions
aren’t properly documented or

disclosed.

“Reliance Infra did not dis-
close C Company as its related
party in order to avoid approval
from shareholders and the audit
committee. It was also hidden,
presumably to circumvent
checks and balances imposed on
related party transactions as per
laws. It has been found that R
Infra has taken a haircut of Rs
5,480 crore and only Rs 4 crore
has been received in cash. The
remaining Rs 6,499 crore has
been settled in the form of as-
signment/ transfer of assets/
economic rights, mainly in cer-
taindiscoms. These discoms did
not have any business for many
years and are not operational.
Therefore, there are zero chances
of recovery of this amount. The
loandiversioninthis caseis over
Rs 10,000 crore,” the source said.

The money laundering case
stems from at least two CBI FIRs
and reports shared by the
National Housing Bank, SEBI, the
National Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA), and Bank of
Baroda with the ED, sources said.

Last year, SEBI banned Anil
Ambani and 24 other entities —
including former key manage-
rial personnel of RHFL — from

with a straight bat. We are com-
mitted to building a high-scor-
ing, solid partnership. The agree-
ments concluded today and
Vision 2035 are milestones
which advance this very spirit.”

United against
terrorism

Modi and Starmer also
shared views on peace and sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific, the on-
going conflictin Ukraine, and the
situation in West Asia.

Thanking Starmer for the
British government’s “strong
condemnation” of the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam on April 22,
Modi said the two countries
were united in their view that
there was no place for double
standards in the fight against ter-
rorism and that extremist ide-
ologies could not be allowed to
misuse democratic freedoms.
Modi also invited Starmer to
India, saying he was looking for-
ward to hosting him “very, very
soon”.

Commenting on the trade
agreement, UK Business and
Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds said the deal puts the
UK in the best position to part-
ner with India over the next
decade and promises to unlock
thousands of jobs and boost
growth across both economies.

“The nearly £6 billion in new
investment and export wins an-
nounced today are a sign of
things to come, as future collab-
oration expands into advanced
technologies, critical minerals,
green finance, and beyond,” he
said.

tects, engineers, chefs, yoga in-
structors and musicians, will ben-
efit from simplified visa proce-
dures and liberalised entry
categories, making it easier for tal-
ent to work in the UK,” the
Commerce Ministry said.
Services trade is key for India
asitenjoysasurplus,compared to
a heavy deficit when it comes to
merchandise trade. In 2024-25,
while India had a total merchan-
dise trade deficit of $287 billion
with the rest of the world, ithad a
services trade surplus of $189 bil-
lion. India’s services exports to the
UK rose 16 per cent in 2024 to
£14.7 billion, according to data
from the Office of National Statis-
tics, while services imports from
the UK were flatat £10.1 billion.
The exemption on insurance
payments to Indian employees
temporarily working in the UK
has been a source of friction in
British politics for years. In 2022,
the then Home Secretary, Suella
Braverman, had expressed reser-
vations about the trade deal with
India, warning thatit could lead to
greater immigration to the UK,
adding thatIndians accounted for
the largest number of those who
overstayed their visas. More re-
cently, after the deal was an-
nounced in May, shadow justice
secretary Robert Jenrick said the
social security contributions ex-
emption was a sign that Starmer
put British workers “last”. “This
trade deal means Indian workers
here for less than three years will
not pay national insurance in the
UK. Starmer has hiked national in-
surance on Brits while giving an
exemption to Indian migrants.
British workers come last in
Starmer’s Britain,” he had said on
X. However, the UK government
said Thursday that the netimpact
of the DCC on the Britisheconomy
was “significantly positive” and
the cost of the DCC agreement “is
likely to be a fraction of the over-
alldeal’'seconomicbenefit”. It said
the DCC will not make it cheaper
for UK firms to hire Indian work-
ers and is not seen to have along-
term impact on net migration.

the securities market for five
years for diversion of funds from
the company. SEBI also slapped
aRs 25 crore fine on Anil Ambani
for allegedly orchestrating a
fraudulent scheme that ad-
versely affected RHFL's stake-
holders, as well as confidence in
the integrity of governance
structures inregulated financial
sector entities. The total penalty
imposed on Anil Ambani and
the other 24 entities works out
toover Rs 625 crore.

SEBI is also learnt to have
shared its findings with the ED
in the case of RHFL. “A dramatic
increase in corporate loans by
RHFL — from Rs 3,742.60 crore
in FY 2017-18 to Rs 8,670.80
croreinFY2018-19 — isalsoun-
der the ED lens. Issues of irregu-
lar and expedited approvals,
process deviations and many
other illegalities have been
found,” the source said.

In 2023, Anil Ambani was
questioned by the ED in connec-
tion with alleged FEMA viola-
tions that surfaced during the
Income Tax Department’s inves-
tigation into his alleged unde-
clared offshore assets amount-
ing toRs 800 crore.

-(WITHPTIINPUTS)
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Ban on old vehicles: Govt to study
impact, may move court for review  farreels’

SCtodecide on
fate of Bharat
Stage VI vehicles
in NCR next week

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

BASED ON the findings of the
Transport and Environment de-
partments on how aban on end-
of-life vehicles (ELVs) would af-
fect the general public and all
stakeholders, the Delhi govern-
ment may move areview petition
before the Supreme Court seek-
ing arecall of the order that does
not allow diesel vehicles older
than 10 years and petrol vehicles
older than 15 years to ply in the
National Capital Region (NCR),
Environment Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa has said.
"Environment and Transport
departments are studying the
guidelines, the impact on the
public, benefits and conse-
quences on ground and air qual-
ity levels... The departments are
working on this separately... Once
they complete their studies and
submit reports, the government
will study and take further deci-

During the fuel ban drive in July. File

sion on filing a petition in the
court,” the minister said.

According to officials, in their
reports, the departments will
also mention the measures they
have undertaken in the last five
months to curb air pollution in
Delhi, how they have fared and
their future plans.

The Supreme Court, mean-
while, said on Thursday that it
will examine next week whether
vehicles meeting the Bharat
Stage (BS) VIemission standards
can be allowed to operate in the
NCR even after they have com-
pleted their life period.

The announcement was made
after a plea raising the question
was mentioned before abench of

ChiefJustice of India BR Gavaiand
Justice Vinod Chandran. Seeking
an urgent hearing, the counsel
who mentioned it said the SC it-
self had set the periods for which
the vehicles can ply, and so the
court’s direction was needed for
any modification.

To fight air pollution, the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
had in 2015 ordered that diesel
vehicles older than 10 years and
petrol vehicles older than 15
years should not be allowed to
run in the NCR. This was subse-
quently upheld by the Supreme
Courtin 2018.

The Transport department, in
2021-2022, had started de-reg-
istering the old petrol and diesel

DELHI PROSECUTORS WELFARE ASSOCIATION DATA

Delhi’s trial courts running with half
the public prosecutors they require

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

DELHI'S TRIAL courts are func-
tioning with just half the public
prosecutors they need, data ac-
cessed by The Indian Express
shows.

While 507 posts for public
prosecutors, additional public
prosecutors, and assistant pub-
lic prosecutors are sanctioned,
just 257 have been filled, i.e,
50.6%, data furnished by the
Delhi Prosecutors Welfare
Association (DPWA) reveals.

This shortage in the number
of lawyers who represent the
state was flagged by the Delhi
High Court a week ago when it
directed the state government to
start ad-hoc appointment of
public prosecutors “to guarantee
the smooth functioning of crim-
inal courts”.

As per DPWA data, while the
sanctioned posts for public pros-
ecutors, additional public pros-
ecutors, and assistant public
prosecutors stand at 32,210, and
265, respectively, the total num-
ber of posts filled is just 11, 131,
and 115. (see box)

Data also reveals that 54 as-
sistant public prosecutors are
working on a contractual basis.

A week ago, a HC division
bench of Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya and Justice Anish
Dayal had directed that “neces-

AVAILABILITY OF PROSECUTORS
Court Courtsof |Available |Courts |Available
complexes |sessions |Additional| of JMFC|additional
judge/AS] |PPs PP
Tis Hazari 40 35 46 41
Saket 30 25 31 31
Patiala House 9 7 15 14
Karkardooma 34 27 37 33
Rohini 18 14 24 22
Dwarka 16 12 23 21
Rouse Avenue 8 5 5 3
TOTAL 155 124 181 165
ASJ: Additional Sessions Judge
JMFC: Judicial Magistrate First Class ~ PP: Public Prosecutor
THE GAP
Sanctioned M Occupied
Public © 32
Prosecutors W 11
Additional Public ' 210
Prosecutors NG 131
Assistant | 265
Public Prosecutors [ 115

sary measures be taken to en-
sure ad-hoc appointments are
made, pending regular recruit-
ments, to guarantee the smooth
functioning of criminal courts
and ensure the availability of one
public prosecutor for each
court”.

DJB refuses 10% water
bill rebate to 119 societies
that don’t have rainwater
harvesting systems

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

THE DELHI Jal Board (DJB) in-
formed the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on Wednesday
thatit has withdrawn the 10% re-
bate on water bills that 119 coop-
erative group housing societies in
the Capital were toreceive, as they
do not have functioning rainwa-
ter harvesting systems.

The DJB said that it had for-
mally withdrawn the rebate ben-
efit from the housing societies in
March. The move came after the
board, duringits survey and sam-
pling drive, found widespread vi-
olations and groundwater con-
tamination in these societies,
owing to faulty and neglected
rainwater harvesting (RWH) pits.

InJanuary, DJB had submitted
a list of 176 societies in Dwarka
whose RWH systems were in-
spected, to the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC).
Among these, faecal coliformwas
detectedin 115 societies’ pits,and
in four others, the RWH systems
were found to be non-functional.

The DJB had written to the
DPCC, recommending environ-
mental compensation against the
defaulting societies, citing viola-
tions under the Environment
(Protection)Act, 1986. “In most of

the cases, the contamination is
due to non-cleaning of the roof,
improper maintenance of RWH
structure and connection of sur-
face drains in RWH structures,”
DJB had stated iniits letter.

On March 24, when the DJB
formally withdrew the 10% rebate
benefit for 119 societies, water dis-
connection notices were also is-
sued todefaulters. Of these, 55 so-
cieties submitted their replies to
the board. DJB’s subsequent analy-
sis found faecal contaminationin
19 of the 55 societies, dry pits in
nine, and rectification work un-
derway in five. Two societies
lacked any RWH systems, while
12 requested more time or finan-
cial help to comply.

The DPCC, in a letter to the
DJB in March, confirmed that its
own water lab analysis found
contamination in several RWH
pits, indicating improper sewage
discharge and design flaws. It
urged the DJB to act against the
defaulting societies.

While DJB has submitted an
action taken report, the board in-
formed the NGT thata final action
report from the DPCC is still
awaited. In 2019, the DJB had
made RWHs mandatory in all
properties above 100 sq m. It of-
fersanadditional 5% rebate for so-
cieties with functional waste-
water recycling systems.

The bench was hearing a suo
motu case registered in 2009 on
the prolonged incarceration of
undertrials.

DPWA data suggests that
there is not even one public pros-
ecutor available per court. While
there are 155 courts of additional

vehicles.In2023, the department
launched an enforcement drive
against these vehicles that were
found parked in public places or
plying illegally on roads.
However, several vehicle owners
moved court, which asked the
government to come up with
proper guidelines to handle ELVs
in Delhi.

This July, the Delhi govern-
ment tried to implement a fuel
banonELVs, but the attempt was
met with opposition from the
public, following which the move
was put on hold.

Citing “critical operational
and infrastructural challenges”,
the government had asked the
Centre’s Commission for Air
Quality Management to put the
fuel ban “on hold with immedi-
ate effect”. Sirsa had said thatim-
plementing the ban only in Delhi
and not the whole of NCR would
“dilute the impact and shift the
burden unfairly”.

Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena, too, had written to the
chief minister, asking the govern-
ment to move a review petition
before the SCagainst its 2018 or-
der. “How can a vehicle banned
as unfit in Delhi run lawfully in
other cities? This is against equal
treatment,” the L-G had said in
his letter.

sessions judges (Sessions Court),
there are only 124 additional
public prosecutors available for
these. On the other hand, there
are only 165 assistant public
prosecutors for 181 magistrate
(judicial magistrate first class)
courts. (see box)

A public prosecutor, on the
condition of anonymity, said:
“Half of my day goes away in
running from one court to the
other. Sometimes, a bail hearing
is cut short; sometimes, a wit-
ness returns unexamined.

“We are also scolded by the
judges... it is not our fault that
public prosecutors are not being
appointed,” he added.

“The government is ulti-
mately losing money. They are
the ones who spend money on
getting witnesses to court. Each
time a public prosecutor is un-
available, a witness is returned
unexamined and an adjourn-
ment takes place... there are
thousands of such cases,” an-
other public prosecutor told The
Indian Express.

In December 2023, the then
Delhi High Court acting Chief
Justice Manmohan had com-
mented on the paucity of prose-
cutors, saying, “Judges are sitting
in chambers and not working
because the prosecutor is in an-
other court... The prosecutor
goes and does bail in one court
and then comes and does evi-
dence in another.”

‘Will reduce opportunities
Police request
SCto set up special courts
in jails to try gangsters

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

THE DELHI Police Thursday re-
quested the Supreme Court to ex-
amine if dedicated court com-
plexes can be established within
jail premises to conduct trials in
criminal gang-related offences,
with charges yet to be framed in
over 60% of cases.

Inan affidavit filed Wednesday,
DCP (Outer North) Hareshwar V
Swami said one of the reasons for
the proposition is to reduce “op-
portunities for generation of reels
and other social media content
glamourising lives of criminals,
which are observed when gang-
related criminals are transported
from jails to court complexes”.

Police also said there would be
fewer opportunities or grounds
for these criminals to seek bail on
grounds of delay, better control
over safety and security measures
—including for witnesses and ac-
cused persons — and “timely in-
vocation of special statutes” such
as the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA),
the National Security Act (NSA),
etc, if dedicated court complexes
are set up inside jail premises.

Additional Solicitor General S
D Sanjay appeared on behalf of
the Delhi Police during the hear-
ing on Thursday. In March, the SC
had suggested setting up special
courts to try such criminals.

The Delhi Police, inits affidavit,
said a total of 288 cases are pend-
ing against these gang members,
with charges yet to be framed in
180 cases. Of the remaining 108
cases where charges have been
framed against criminal gang
members, convictions have been
secured in only 2% or three cases.

Ten cases have resulted in ac-
quittal or discharge. Over 80%(89)
of the 108 cases are currently at
the stage of prosecution evidence.

According to the Delhi Police,
the average time taken for dispos-
ing of 13 cases that resulted in an
outcome — either conviction/ac-
quittal/discharge — was twoyears

PENDENCY IN TRIAL OF CRIMINAL CASES
AGAINST GANGS OPERATING IN CAPITAL

Time Casesinwhich |Casesinwhich
charges framed | charges not framed

Within 6 months 25 40

6 months to 1 year 15 33

1 year to 2 years 24 40

Above 2 years 44 67

TOTAL 108 180

Pending cases 288

Charges framed [N 108

after the charges were framed.

As per the affidavit, the pri-
mary reason for delays in con-
ducting trial proceedings is that
presently, “designated courts han-
dle other routine matters such as
IPC/BNS offences, EOW matters,
ED cases, etc, burdening them
with multiple sensitive matters”.

They have also attributed the
delay to the fact that most cases
registered against these gang
members are under the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), and are being
tried under Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) whereasitis the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) thatincludes pro-
visions of speedy and expeditious
trial, which remains unavailable
“for majority of trials”.

Meanwhile, on Thursday,
while hearing a bail plea of aman
facing 55 criminal cases, the top
court underlined that the trial in
cases involving hardened crimi-
nals is being delayed deliberately
to make time to win over wit-
nesses. It said “there should not be
any misplaced sympathy with
gangsters” and called for estab-
lishing more fast-track courts to
expedite such cases.

During the hearing, the bench
of Justices Surya Kant and
Joymalya Bagchi questioned the
law and order scenarioin the NCR
outside Delhi. “In the NCR, just go
out of the geographical belt of

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

Delhi and see what is happening
inFaridabad, Gurgaon, etc. Aman
was arrested from Ghaziabad,
who committed a murder in
Panipat. There should be no mis-
placed sympathy for these gang-
sters. Society needs to get rid of
them,” Justice Kant said.

He also asked, “What is hap-
peningin NCR, Haryana?” “Broad
daylight murder (happens)on the
street and the person goes scot-
free due tolack of evidence...Rule
of law is absolutely impaired in
the eyes of the common man...”

Perusing an affidavit which
gave statistics of pending cases
against gangsters, Justice Kant
pointed out that there are 288
such pending cases in the NCT of
Delhi, and that in 180 of them,
charges are yet to be framed.

Pointing to the need for setting
up more courts to fast-track these
cases, Justice Kant said this can
happen only if the Union and
Delhi governments decide to act.

“...there will have to be an ap-
propriate strength of courts toen-
sure these cases can be aptly dis-
tributed and their trials can
proceed on a day-to-day basis. If
such decision is taken by apt au-
thorities, it seems to us that all
pending trials can be brought to
anend...,” the court said.

GHAZIABAD
Bajrang Dal
member held for
abusing Blinkit
staff for delivery
of chicken
during Shravan

NEETIKAJHA
GHAZIABAD, JULY 24

AMEMBER of the Bajrang Dal was
arrested by the Ghaziabad Police
on Thursday for allegedly insult-
ing and intimidating an assistant
manager of Blinkit — a quick com-
merce company — for delivering
chicken during the month of
Shravan, police said.

Ghaziabad (City) Deputy
Commissioner of Police Dhawal
Jaiswal identified the accused as
Manoj Verma. “We have begun a
probe into the incident,” he said,
adding that a court has sent
Verma to judicial custody.

Vijay Nagar Assistant
Commissioner of Police Ritesh
Tripathi said Verma was arrested
after the Blinkit assistant manager,
Monish, filed a police complaint
on Wednesday.

In his complaint, Monish al-
leged that Verma, along with his
associates, had come to the Blinkit
store at Siddharth Vihar in Vijay
Nagar on July 15.

“He camebetween4 pmand 5
pm and started abusing our fleet
manager, Abhay, saying that he
was getting chicken delivered in
the month of Shravan,” Monish
wrote in the complaint, adding
that they were threatened that if
Abhay did not stop, Verma would
kill him and get the store closed.

Meanwhile, in a purported
video that has gone viral on social
media, Verma and one other per-
son could be seen stopping a
Blinkit delivery agent, Ritu Raj,
whowasonabike,on Wednesday
— hours before the police com-
plaint was filed. In the video,
Verma is seen asking Raj to show
the parcel he was carrying. On
finding raw chicken, Verma asks
Raj to call the customer.

When the customer picks up,
Verma is heard saying on the
phone — “Today, itis Tuesday and
Shravan too. We are trying to en-
sure that less non-veg is sold. We
are from Bajrang Dal and this is
our work..." When the customer
onthe otherend tells him that she
is a Christian, Verma lets Raj go.
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locations for Agrochemicals
website: hitps://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app (e-tendering) &
www.nationalfertilizers.com (Homepage).
2025_NFL_240748_1. Last date of Bid submission date / Opening of
Technical Bid document is - 15.30 Hrs on 16.08.2025 [ 15.30 Hrs on
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A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301
Phone: 0120-2412294, 2412445, Fax: 0120 2412218

e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Ref No : NFLIMKTG-D/Agro Chem JC&F/01/2025  Date 25.07.2025
Bids are invited from the prospective bidders for Carrying and
Forwarding (C&F) Agent and Transportation from C&F to Dealer’s
in Bihar, For details visit

E-Tender Mo

18.08.2025. Any Corrigendum (s) to this tender shall be published
DGM (Mktg.-D)
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ADMISSION NOTICE
OPEN COUNSELLING FOR POSTGRADUATE (PG) PROGRAMMES

Apphicalions are Invited for admission fo the vacantfleftover seats in various
Postgraduaie programmes of the Central University of Haryana from all
CUET-PG-2025 and other efigible candidates, Details of the category-wise vacani
seats are gvadable on the University Website, Registration starfing from 25”7 July, 2025.
Apart from thiz, admission for the supernumerary cafegory seals, wherever
avalable, are also going to start very soon. Candidates are advised to keep visiting the
University Website (www.cuh.ac.in} for further details regarding available seats and

important dafes. REGISTRAR [1/C)

OBITUARY

Maj AD Surve, VrC (Retd), 3/9 GR (CHINDITS)

(02 Jun 1939 - 24 Jul 2025)
The 9th Gorkha Rifles fraternity expresses deep
sorrow on the sad demise of Maj AD Surve, VrC
(Retd), the gallant hero of 1965 & 1971 Indo-Pak
wars, on 24 Jul 2025. He was commissioned into 3/9

y Indo-Pak Wars in 1965 and 1971. The Officer later

was superannuated from service on 10 Jun 1973. We

stand together with the family in this hour of grief and pray for

eternal peace of the departed soul.

Lt Gen Zubin A Minwalla, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, Col 9 GR and
All Members of 9th Gorkha Rifles Family

Chandigarh Power Distribution Limited, Chandigarh
S0 33-35, 4th Floor, Seclor 34-4, Chandigarh - 160022, India
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TENDER MOTICE Date: 25.07.2025

Hids are irviled (ram the aligible biddars lor lhe allowing feaders

{An autonomous body of the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Enaem ment of India)
GElGA—248006 (SERIETS)

qio #fo = w1
RO. New Furaa’f Dehradun 248006 (Uttarakhand)

Advt. No.16/Financial Advisor/2025-ICFRE

WY AT ST Ua T aftes awd e § ik e
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® 79 daAE U AfEe & oEd-12,/13 § WA B e awfEd
el & |

IR Um gy gEww apaefi  wiowiosof¥odoe @ dawiEe
htp; .f.l'ww.l.ricfre, urg A fom 8 fawge fasme Eﬁ AR STHEA &
e B | s wity @ after fafE 10,09 2025 & |

ICFHE Is inviting applications from Indian Na!mnaks for filling up the
01 post of Finangial Advisor in Pay Level-12113 of 7* CPC Pay Matrix on
depulation basis under Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education, HQ Dehradun
The interested candidates may apply for the above said post as
per detailed advertisement available at ICFEE website
hitp:/hwwwiictre.org. Lastdate of receipt of applicabion is 10.09.2025.
wfera, smomosoidioun

Secretary, ICFRE

Tender Enquiry Mo Tender Description EMD | Due Date & Time of
{in Lakhs}| Bid Submission
CPOLFY25- 02 Yaars Rabe Conbract for the Suppdy 0 13.08.2025,
ZE11kY RMUTOY | of RMU inChandigarh, GPOL Ulpto 1700 Hr
CPDLFYZ5 {2 Years Rate Conbrach for the Supply 8.0 18.08,2025,
Etu'DTruEﬂU of OTR in Chandigarh, CPDL ~ Upto 17:00 Hr
CPDLFY 25 *:-.E‘rears Fate Contract for the Supply 50 18082025
26088k CRPDMY | i CRPin Chandigarh, CPOL Up to 17:00 Hr

Tender fee of indvidual Tender Document Bs 11801 {Ingl, GST)
Far feader details and fhrthar amendmanlcempendum, please visit cur wabsits

www.chandigarhpower.com->Tenders Manager (CMM)
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gmhrkaithall @gmail.com
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THE TATA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
Corporate [dentity No. (CIN): LZBS20MH1913PLCO00SET
Ragd. Offica: Bombay Housa, 24, Homi Mody Strest, Mumbai £00 001.
Tel:+31 22 6665 8282 e-mail: tatapoweniatapower.com Website: www.iatapower.com

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RE-LODGEMENT OF TRANSFER REQUESTS OF PHYSICAL SHARES

Pursuant io SEBI Circular daled July £, 2025, Shareholders whao had kdged heir franster
deads of physical shares prior fo the deadline of Apel 1, 2019 and which ‘were
rejectedirefurnedot aftended due fo deficiency in the documents/process orotheryise and
also missed o re-lodge their requesl, are grantad one mora opportuniy for re-lodgemant of
iransfer requesis by following the below process:

Window for|JulyT, 20250 January 6. 2026.
re-lodgement

Submil onigingl ransfer documends, along with comectad or missing
delails to our Registrar and Share Transfer Agentie. MUFG Intime India
Private Limited (formery Link Intirme india Private Limdted)

Procedure for
re-lodgement

Documents 1o | Unil: The Tata Powes Company Limilad

besenton C-101, 1" Floor, 247 Park, Lal Bahadur Shastd Marg, Yikhroli Weat,
!'a1uml::ai 400083
For any gueries |- HE-D. e no: 01 810811 8484,

* Viebaits” hitps:iinmpms.mutg.comispclwindow. himb;
+ Emadaddress: investorcomplaintsitatapower.com;
¢ Faise sarice eques!on

hitps:web.in.mpms.mufg comhelpdeskiService Regquest.himl

AT TS UREEd, Yo

No.36956/HRY

For Tha Tala Power Company Limited

adi

Vispi 5. Patal

Place: NMumbai Company Secratary
Dated: July 24, 2025 FCS 7021

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL,
DIVISION BENCH, CHENNAI COMPANY SCHEME PETITION
NO. CP(CAA)/44(CHE)/2025
CONNECTED WITH
COMPANY SCHEME APPLICATION NO.CA(CAA) /35(CHE)/2025
read with
Sections 230 to 232 of the Companies Act, 2013 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Companies
(Compromise, Arrangements and Amalgamation), Rules, 2016
And
In the Matter of Scheme of Arrangement (Demerger) and Amalgamation
Amongst
Sundaram Industries Private Limited
(Petitioner Company -1 / Demerged Company)
And
TVSMOBILITY Polymeric Products Private Limited
(Formerly “Sri Athreya Automotives Private Limited”)
(Petitioner Company -2 / Resulting /Transferee Company)
And
Shore Auto Rubber Exports Private Limited
(Petitioner Company -3 / Transferor Company)
And
their respective Shareholders
SUNDARAM INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED
CIN: U51901TN2018PTC121156
No.10, Jawahar Road, Chokkikulam,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India, 625002 .. Petitioner Company -1/
Demerged Company
TVSMOBILITY POLYMERIC PRODUCTS PRIVATE LIMITED
(Formerly “Sri Athreya Automotives Private Limited”)
CIN: U25209TN2022PTC157029
No.10, Jawahar Road, Chokkikulam,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India, 625002 .. Petitioner Company -2 /
Resulting Company/Transferee Company
SHORE AUTO RUBBER EXPORTS PRIVATE LIMITED
CIN: U25199TN2003PTC164114
No.10, Jawahar Road, Chokkikulam,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India, 625002 .. Petitioner Company -3/
Transferor Company
NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE PETITION
A Joint Petition under Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions
of the Companies Act, 2013 seeking an order for sanctioning the Scheme
of Arrangement (Demerger) and Amalgamation proposed between
Sundaram Industries Private Limited (Petitioner Company -1 / Demerged
Company) and TVSMOBILITY Polymeric Products Private Limited
(Formerly “Sri Athreya Automotives Private Limited”) (Petitioner Company
-2 / Resulting / Transferee Company) and Shore Auto Rubber Exports
Private Limited (Petitioner Company -3 / Transferor Company) and their
Respective Shareholders (“Scheme”) was presented by the Petitioner
Companies on June 22, 2025. By an order dated July 09, 2025, the said
Joint Petition was admitted and has been fixed for hearing before the
Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Chennai Bench on August 26,
2025, for considering the approval of the Scheme as sought for.

Any person desirous of supporting or opposing the said Joint Petition
should send to the Companies’ Advocate at the address mentioned below,
notice of his/her intention, signed by him/her or his/her Advocate along
with the appropriate authorization, with his/her name and address, so
as to reach the Companies’ Advocate not later than two days before the
date fixed for hearing of the Petition. Where he/she seeks to oppose the
said Joint Petition, the grounds of opposition along with a copy of his/her
affidavit shall be furnished with such notice.

A copy of the Joint Petition will be furnished by the undersigned to any

person requiring the same on payment of the prescribed charges for the
same.

Sd/-

Mr. T K Bhaskar, Partner

M/s. H&B Partners,

Advocate for the Petitioner Companies

Capitale 9th Floor, Door. no. 554/ 555,

Anna Salai, Teynampet, Chennai - 600018

Dated: 25-07-2025
Place: Chennai

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: July 25
Partly cloudy sky; very
light to light rain with
thunderstorm/lightning

MIN: 24-26

1.3°C below normal

SEVERAL CLAIM THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS DETAINED, ASK: “‘WHY DO THEY THINK WE ARE BANGLADESHIS?’

Bengali-speaking migrant workers pack up,

leave Gurgaon after pollce verification scare

ABHIMANYUHAZARIKA
GURGAON, JULY 24

“Hum log bangali bolte hain toh
Bangladeshi ban gaye kya (If we
speak Bengali, does that make us
Bangladeshi)?" said Chavi Bibi
(39)as she stared at the ‘holding
centre’ where her husband has
been allegedly detained for the
last three days.

“Two days ago,  managed to
get a glimpse of him, but they
closed the gates and windows.”

Like Bibi’s husband, several
families alleged their loved ones
were rounded up by the
Gurgaon Police as part of a ‘rou-
tine verification’ drive to identify
Bangladeshis and Rohingya liv-
ingillegally in the city. The move
has sparked fear among the
Bengali-speaking migrant com-
munity — several have left the
city or are preparing to leave.

The ‘holding centre’wasinside
a community centre in Sector 40.
Along the boundary walls were a
few policemen — some sat on
chairs, others were making rounds.

Asked why people were be-
ing rounded up, one of the police
officers said, “It is a routine
check. All the facilities are there
inside — food, water and shelter.
They will be let go once the
checks are complete.”

Keeping vigil at the gate, Bibi
recounted how her husband was
picked up. “They came around 2
pm a week ago when we were
eating. They did not even let him
change into proper clothes. They
did not tell us where he was for
three days. Then I got a call from
him saying he was in Badshahpur,
then Sohna, then Subhash
Chowk, then here. He was picked

CM rolls out

new health
system for

govt hospitals

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

PATIENTS CAN now make doc-
tor’s appointments, get lab re-
ports, view and pay their med-
ical bills at Delhi’s government
hospitals — all through a single
digital platform, said Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta as she dig-
itally inaugurated the Hospital
Information Management
System (HIMS) on Thursday.

“Appointments can be
scheduled from home, eliminat-
ing long queues. Once a patient
presents their health card, treat-
ment can begin immediately,”
she said.

Along with the HIMS, Gupta
also launched 34 new
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, and
8 new Jan Aushadhi Kendras
(JAKs).

Addressing the event at the
Delhi Secretariat, the CM said
over 93 lakh ABHA IDs
(Ayushman Bharat Health
Account IDs) have also been cre-
ated, providing every resident
with a digital health card. “This
card will allow citizens to access
medical services in any hospital,
anywhere, based on their med-
ical history,” she noted.

While inaugurating the
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, the
CM said, the new centres will
soon be dedicated to the public
by MLAs in their respective con-
stituencies.

The government is planning
to open 15 Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs in every constituency
operating as primary health cen-
tres, offering multiple lab tests
and essential services, she added.

The event also saw Health
Minister Dr Pankaj Kumar Singh
announcing the government’s
plans to establish 1,139
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
across the Capital.

The CM also claimed that
corruption in medicine procure-
ment has been effectively elim-
inated. “All purchases are now
processed digitally. We ad-
dressed the issue of overpriced
medicines earlier by opening Jan
Aushadhi Kendras. To strengthen
healthcare delivery, we have also
initiated permanent recruit-
ment. Over 1,350 nursing posi-
tions that had remained vacant
for over a decade have now been
filled,” she added.

At Bengali Market in Sector 49, migrant workers from West Bengal were leaving their slum
in panic; (right) Chavi Bibi outside the ‘holding centre’ in Sector 40, where her husband has
been kept for at least the last three days. Abhimanyu Hazarika

up because he had two Aadhaar
cards, one with an updated ad-
dress as he had tolink it to a bank
account here,” she alleged.

“Our sarpanch back home
called me, saying they have
sought verification for your hus-
band... We have all documents.”

The family said they are from
Malda in West Bengal. Bibi works
asacookin homeswhile her hus-
band does odd jobs, including
walking dogs. The couple has two
daughters, aged 17 and 9.

A police spokesperson said
that eight Bangladeshis have
been detected in the exercise so
far and they will be deported.

Around 6 km away in Sector
50, at the slumin the Gada mar-
ket area, behind Nirvana
Country and DPS International
School, things were more grim.

Mehta Ali, 50, originally from
Dakshin Dinajpur district, said
migrant workers like him have
lived here for at least three years.

“Pura darr ka mahaul hain
(There is fear in the air). 150 of us

have already left. I have also
booked train tickets for my family
and I; we will leave today. No one
was detained from here, but still...”

Videos circulating online al-
legedly showing detainees being
beaten have heightened fears
among the community. “Have
we come here to get beaten? We
came here looking for work, not
to fight over our documentary
proof. We stay awake all night
now, alert. My brother-in-law
has been detained for nine days,”
alleged Farukh Sarkar, 26.

The slum’s male residents are
masons and labourers, while the
women are domestic help.

Another resident said the
raids have affected their children
too. “We were first taken to a
community centre near Shani
Mandir, then to a station. If there
is even one typo in our docu-
ments, they tag us Bangladeshi.
For three days, our children have
not gone to school once we got
to know our community is being
targeted,” said Dholu Mia, 42.

TRAFFIC CURBS STARTING TODAY

Sarita Vihar flyover repairs to finally begin

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES FOR COMMUTERS

Sarita Vihar flyover will remain partially closed till Aug 8. Vehicles coming from Badarpur
border and heading towards Ashram via Mathura Road may use the following routes:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THOSE TRAVELLING to and from
Southeast Delhi and beyond will
have to brace for traffic disrup-
tion as repairs on the Sarita Vihar
flyover will be carried out by the
Public Works Department, start-
ing Friday.

The flyover will remain par-
tially closed till August 8. During
this period, half of the carriageway
will remain closed for vehicular
movement, while the other half
will remain operational round the
clock to ensure partial traffic flow.

Commuters travelling from
Badarpur and Faridabad towards
South Delhi will be impacted the
most. Residents of Sarita Vihar,
Ohkla, and Govindpuri, too, will
face the brunt.

Talk of repairs has been go-
ing on since 2023, but it never
took off. Last October, the Traffic
Police had shared an advisory,
but the work never saw the light
of day owing to issues with the
contractor and the previous gov-
ernment.

The Delhi Traffic Police is-
sued an advisory on Thursday

Aresident of a housing soci-
ety nearby, whose help lived in
the area, said, “My domestic help
was taken into custody along
with her husband Tuesday. She
has a differently abled son; she
cannot just vacate so easily.”

At the Yadav Chaupal area in
Sector 28 in Chakkarpur, Adam
Ali(38)said he was picked up late
Sunday night and released early
Wednesday morning. “Even
though we had Aadhaar cards,
they questioned and held us for
three days, including at the Sector
40 community centre,” he said.

Mansoora Khatun, 32, and
Tumpa Bibi, 30, whose male fam-
ily members were detained, said
they haven’t been able to rest
peacefully at night: “We are from
West Bengal. Why do the police
think we are Bangladeshis?”

At Bengali Market in Sector
49, migrant workers from West
Bengal were leaving their slum
in panic, having packed their lug-
gage and booked train tickets.
The area hosts a sizeable num-

ber of migrants from the state;
men work as sanitation workers
and women as domestic help.

Police, however, maintained
that the drive is being carried out
based on government orders.

According to the police
spokesperson, “We received di-
rectives from the Union Home
Ministry for the verification ex-
ercise of suspected foreigners
living illegally. We are verifying
documents and antecedents of
people from their local District
Magistrate concerned.”

“Genuine citizens need not
fear or flee the city; there is no
need to panic.”

He also denied allegations of
violence against those held. “We
have CCTVsat all holding centres
and stations where they are be-
ing questioned. We have not re-
ceived any complaint from any
family member or those held.”

Gurgaon DCP (Headquarters)
Dr Arpit Jain said due process is
being thoroughly followed. “This
is an all-India exercise. Many
have already been released
promptly after swift verification.”

Gurgaon MLA and BJPleader
Mukesh Sharma supported the
verification drive. “The Rohingya
have negatively affected the law
and order situation in Gurgaon,
we all know. They set up jhuggis
(here) and their numbers in-
crease, they have a system to get
documents made.”

Asked about domestic help
whoare genuine citizens belong-
ing to West Bengal being picked
up, he said, “See, as directions
have come from the (Union) gov-
ernment, we have to support the
drive. The government and police
are working based on their intel;
let the checking be thorough.”

Modi Mill

Flyover — MathuraRoad
SARITA VIHAR FLYOVER
WILL REMAIN PARTIALLY
CLOSED TILLAUGUST 8
Okhla

ROUTE 2 Phoil

GOVNCHHCRI W Half of the carriageway
» Crowne @— Sarita Vihar will remain closed for
Plaza Metro Station vehicular movement, while
Okhla Road the other half will remain

Mathura
Maa Anandmayee {Road
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Badarpur

operational round the clock
to ensure partial traffic flow

KMP — B Movement of heavy and

Expy commercial vehicles on
Mathura Road from
Badarpur towards the

Sarita Vihar flyover will
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Badarpur Border Metro station —i§

morning asking commuters to

make prior arrangements and

plan their journey in advance.
Traffic officials said move-

ment of heavy and commercial
vehicles on Mathura Road from
Badarpur towards the Sarita
Vihar flyover will be restricted.

The Kalindi Kunj road and
Sarita Vihar flyover had recently
faced heavy traffic owing to the
Kanwar Yatra.

Gole Market restoration set to begin, brace
for traffic curbs for 6 months beginning today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE DELHI Traffic Police has is-
sued a comprehensive traffic ad-
visory in light of the upcoming
conservation and restoration
work at the historic Gole Market
building.

Starting July 25, major traffic
restrictions and diversions will
be in place around the Gole
Market roundabout and Bhai
Veer Singh Marg for an esti-
mated period of six months, traf-
fic officials said.

The civic project, spear-
headed by the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC), in-
cludes the restoration of the Gole
Market as amuseum, along with
the redevelopment of the sur-
rounding area, construction of a
subway, and a new service block.

The market, a 12-sided mar-
vel with six entrances and a cen-
tral courtyard, will be the first-
of-its-kind museum in the
country dedicated to women

HERE IS THE ADVISORY

M Traffic movement will be
restricted in both
directions between the
Gole Market roundabout
and Bhai Veer Singh Marg

M Access to Bhai Veer Singh
Marg will still be available
via Kali Bari Marg, GPO
roundabout, and specific
service lanes

M Vehicles coming from
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Marg (Outer Connaught
Circle) will be required to
take aright at Gole Market
roundabout and proceed
via Peshwa Road or RK
Ashram Marg

M Vehicles heading
towards GPO roundabout
via Gole Market
roundabout from Mandir
Marg must use Kali Bari
Marg

M For heavy vehicles, the
recommended alternative
route is Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Road via
Talkatora roundabout

M Traffic approaching the
GPO roundabout from RK
Ashram Marg must
follow the Panchkuian
Marg-Bangla
Lane-Peshwa Road route

M Vehicles will only be
allowed in designated
parking zones. Parking on
service lanes near Gole
Market roundabout and
Udyan Marg will be
prohibited

achievers from different spheres.

The market, which had fallen
into disrepair after being closed
for over a decade, will be retrofit-
ted with conservation efforts ata
projected cost of Rs 21.66 crore, an
NDMC statement said last year.

Authorities have warned that
additional traffic diversions or
regulations may be imple-
mented in accordance with
evolving on-ground require-
ments and the progress of con-
struction work.

Commuters are encouraged to
avoid the affected stretches alto-
gether and use public transport
where possible to ease congestion.

The Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC)is also consid-
ering modifying certain bus
routes to help bypass the con-
struction zone and maintain the
smooth flow of public trans-
portation.

Passengers heading to crucial
transit points like IGI Airport,
New Delhi Railway Station, or
ISBTs are urged to plan their jour-
neys in advance, said officials.

‘52 from West
Bengal detained
in Haryana’

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, JULY 24

AT LEAST 52 people from West
Bengal have been detained in
Haryana on suspicion of being il-
legal migrants from Bangladesh,
sources in the state government
said. Most of those detained hail
from Nadia, Murshidabad, and
Malda districts, they added.

“We are verifying the names
and checking the details before
sending them to our counterparts
in Haryana through email. They
(Haryana police)are looking into
it and also releasing the migrant
workers once the documents
prove them to be residents of
West Bengal,” Superintendent of
Police (Murshidabad) Kumar
Sunny Raj said.

According to R Kaleem Ullah,
national vice-president of All India
Sramik Swaraj Kendra (AISSK)
that works for migrant workers,
those detained are mostly garbage
collectors and some work as do-
mestic helps. “The migrants are
mainly from Nadia, Murshidabad
and Maldadistricts. OnMarch 24,
and then on April 4, shanties of
migrants were demolished in
Gurgaon. Since then, hundreds of
them are leaving Haryana,” Ullah
told The Indian Express over the
phone from Bengaluru.

Meanwhile, TMC MPs plan to
highlight the issue of detention
of Bengali-speaking migrantsin
the ongoing Monsoon session of
Parliament.

‘Waste collectors have
fled’: Gurgaon RWASs
stare at sanitation Cl’lSlS

ABHIMANYUHAZARIKA
GURGAON, JULY 24

AS BENGALI-SPEAKING migrant
workers leave the city following
reports of several being picked up
during the Gurgaon Police’s veri-
fication drive toidentify suspected
foreigners, housing societies that
depended on them for sanitation
services are struggling.

“We had six to seven door-to-
door collectors... They spoke
Bengali and had all documents.
Out of fear, they have stopped
coming for the past 8-10 days;
some have headed home. We
are now struggling to train the
new staff we had to hire, to get
garbage cleared on time. It is like
Covid all over again,” said Kusum
Sharma, Residents’ Welfare
Association (RWA) member of
Suncity township in Sector 54
along the Golf Course Road.

“This arrangement has been
in place for six years. Why was
this sudden crackdown carried
out without putting in place al-
ternative measures?” she added.

“Even domestic help are
scared to come to work now.”

The situation is similar in
Sector 23A. RWA General
Secretary Bhawani Shankar
Tripathy said door-to-door waste
collection has been disrupted for
more than a week now.

“The day the police operation
began, they (workers) disap-
peared. The cart operators, who
were Bengali speaking, are gone...
the one remaining vehicle oper-
ator is overwhelmed and effec-
tively works on alternate days
now... Waste is piling up in vacant
plots and greenbelt areas.”

Road sweepinghasalsotakena
hit, he added. “The staff, reduced
from 27 to 20 after a contract re-

Garbage at Block F, Sector
23A. Express

newal, now comprises only two
women. It is humanly impossible
fortwo people toclean2 kmevery
day. They manage only 300-500m
daily, alternating sections. Even the
parkdustbins are overflowing now,
as people have started dumping
their waste there.”

RWAs like Ardee City in
Sector 52, which house 2,500
families, have arranged for their
own pickup truck with four new
workers. “Our 12 earlier door-to-
door collectors have fled. We have
now invested in a public an-
nouncement system, and coordi-
nate through WhatsApp as to
when the truck reaches a lane so
people can come to give the
garbage,” said Chaitali Mandhotra,
Ardee City RWA member.

Speaking with The Indian
Express, Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram Commissioner
Pradeep Dahiya acknowledged
that sanitation operations in some
areas had initially been affected.

“We have been swiftly de-
ploying alternative arrange-
ments (in terms of workforce)
that were already in place. The
issue is being faced by those sec-
tors that had arrangements with
private players who would em-
ploy (migrant workers) from the
informal sector,” he said.

At DU, 4th-yr sees more takers
from Humanities & Languages
— not Science or Commerce

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

SHALIN DAN had always
dreamed of studying at St
Stephen’s College. When he was
admitted to its BSc Mathematics
(Honours) programme three
years ago, it felt like a goal ful-
filled. But now, with Delhi
University (DU) transitioning
into a four-year undergraduate
format in line with National
Education Policy, 2020, Dan has
chosen not to continue.

“The first batch is always a
trial batch,” said the 22-year-
old, who now works as a mer-
chandiser at a private firm.
“Seminars were held in our col-
lege, but even faculty members
couldn’t answer many of our
questions. Especially in
Mathematics, it didn’t make
sense to go in blindly without a
clear research path.”

Dan is part of a cohort of
science students across DU
choosing to exit their under-
graduate courses at the end of
the third year, despite the op-
portunity to pursue a research-
intensive fourth year and grad-
uate with an ‘Honours with
Research’ degree.

According to DU records, the
fourth year — at least in this ini-
tial rollout — is being embraced
more readily by students of
Humanities and Languages pro-
grammes than those in Sciences
and Commerce.

As of last week, 9,674 stu-
dents across DU have opted to
exit early, according to data ac-
cessed by The Indian Express. The
last date to make the choice is
July 31.

Tripti Mittal, (20), a BSc
Mathematics (Hons) student at
St Stephen’s College, has cho-
sen to stay on.

“I want to pursue a PhD in
Mathematics. With the fourth
year, I can bypass a full Master’s
programme... In seminars, we
were told we can choose any
topicin our subject of research,”
she said.

At Miranda House — consis-
tently ranked among DU'’s top
five colleges by the National
Institutional Ranking
Framework — between 40% to
60% students of Science stu-
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At Shri Ram College of Commerce, the most-preferred DU
college, only 170 of 900 BCom (Honours) and 74 of 210
Economics (Honours) students are opting for the fourth

year. Archive

dents have chosen to exit the
undergraduate programme af-
ter three years. In Humanities,
the figure is notably lower, with
only 25%-35% of students of
Political Science and History
choosing to leave.

In the Commerce stream,
too, not many are opting for the
fourth year.

At Shri Ram College of
Commerce, the most-preferred
DU college, only 170 of 900
BCom (Honours) and 74 of 210
Economics (Honours) students
are opting for the fourth year.

At Hindu College, another
top-ranking DU college,
Principal Anju Srivastava said
that interest varies with subject.

“In Sciences, around 30-35%
students have expressed inter-
estin the fourth year. History and
Political Science may see more
than 30% staying on, but
Sociology and Philosophy may
not see many takers. While
English and Economics have
more than 35% of the students
opting to continue, Commerce
may see less interest,” she added.

At Kirori Mal College, the split
is nearly even. As of Wednesday,
472 students had opted to exit
while 455 have chosen to stay
on. The highest number of stu-
dents exiting at the college are
66 in BCom and 60 in BCom
(Hons) out of the 472.

In Sciences, specific depart-
ments are witnessing a sharper
decline. In Physics, 40
students have exited, followed
by Chemistry (38) and

Mathematics (6). By compari-
son, in BSc Programme Physical
Sciences (with Chemistry), 38
students have chosen to leave.

The contrastis sharper when
Languages are considered. While
Hindi and Sanskrit have seen
two students each opting out,
four students have decided not
to pursue Urdu, suggesting a
stronger interest in research
among students.

Kirori Mal College Principal
Dinesh Khattar said the mixed
response was understandable.
“Itis quite natural for students to
have alittle insecurity. This is the
first batch. They are bound to
have doubts,” he said.

“So far, it looks like a 50-50
split across courses, but these
numbers might change in the
coming week.”

At Ramjas College, Principal
Ajay Arora said, “About 45-50%
students would like to continue
with the fourth year. This per-
centage is almost consistent
across every course, including
Humanities, Sciences, and
Languages.” He added that more
than 50% of Chemistry students
are staying on.

The principal from a promi-
nent North Campus college ad-
mitted that students of Sciences
are harder to retain for the fourth
year. *

Many of them are either tak-
ing up jobs or opting for MA pro-
grammes elsewhere... Interes-
tingly, students of Languages are
showing more interest in re-
search.”
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Rajya Sabha
bids farewell

to 6 members
fromTN

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha
Thursday bid farewell to
six members from Tamil
Nadu who retired Thurs-
day. DMK’s M Mohamed
Abdulla, M Shanmugam
and P Wilson; AIADMK
MP N Chandrasegharan,
and MDMK MP Vaiko de-
livered their farewell spe-
eches as party leaders in
the House recalled their
contributions. DMDK MP
Anbumani Ramadoss who
also retired was not pres-
ent in the House. Wilson
has been re-elected for a
second term, which will
start Friday. Deputy Chair-
manHarivansh said: “Each
one of these members has
contributed meaningfully
to the deliberations of the
House, bringing with
them diverse experiences,
perspectives and a deep
sense of commitment to
public service and demo-
cratic values.” ENS

371 posts of
judgesvacant

invarious high
courts: Govt

New Delhi: A total of 371
posts of judges are vacant
invarious HCs and HC col-
legiums have not sent any
recommendation yet for
more than 50% of these va-
cancies, RS was informed
Thursday. The govern-
ment said while HCs are
required to make recom-
mendations at least 6
months before occurrence
of avacancy, this time limit
is “rarely observed”.In a
writtenreply toaquestion
by LoP Mallikarjun Kharge,
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal said that as on
July 18, against sanctioned
strength of 1,122 judges,
751 are working and 178
proposals forappointment
are at various stages of pro-
cessing between govern-
ment and the SC Colleg-
ium, Meghwal said.
Recommendations for 193
vacancies are yet to be re-
ceived from HC col-
legiums, he said. PTI

3 types of
small modular
reactors being
developed

New Delhi: India is devel-
oping three types of small
modular reactors mostly in
the form of captive plants
forenergy-intensive indus-
tries, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh said Thur-
sday. “In-principle appro-
val has been obtained for
construction of these dem-
onstration reactors. These
demonstration reactors are
likely to be constructed in
60 to 72 months after re-
ceipt of administrative
sanction,” he said inawrit-

tenreply toRS. PTI

Govt hasn’t initiated any legal process
to remove the words: Meghwal in RS

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

UNION Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal acknowledged in Rajya
Sabha Thursday that “certain
groups” were advocating for the
removal of the words “socialist”
and “secular” from the Preamble
to the Constitution, but said that
the government did not have any
current plan orintention to do so.
Inawrittenreply toa question
raised by SPMPRamji Lal Suman,
Meghwal said: “The Indian gov-
ernment has not formally initi-
ated any legal or constitutional
process to remove the words ‘so-
cialist’ and ‘secular’ from the
Preamble of the Constitution.
While there may be discussions
or debates in certain public or po-
litical circles, no formal decision
or proposal has been announced
by the government regarding
amendments to these terms.”

The minister’s statement
comes a month after RSS general
secretary Dattatreya Hosabale
said atan event that adiscussion
was merited on the words “so-
cialist” and “secular”, which
were added to the Preamble dur-
ing the Emergency.

SP MP Suman had sought
Meghwal’s response on whether
“office-bearers of some social or-
ganisations” were creating an “at-
mosphere” for the removal of the
two words from the Preamble.

Making a distinction be-
tween the call by the RSS leader
and the government’s position,
Meghwal said: “Regarding the
atmosphere created by office-
bearers of some social organisa-
tions, it is possible that certain
groups are expressing opinions
or advocating for reconsidera-
tion of these words. Such activi-
ties can create a public discourse
or atmosphere around the issue,
but this does not necessarily re-

REPLY INLS TO QUESTIONS FROM SP, CONG MPs

Govt: Change in JJM
guidelines in 2022
after states’ request

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

WITH PARLUIAMENTARIANS seek-
ing answers from the government
over increase in the cost of Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM)works due to
change in norms in June 2022,
Union MoS for Jal Shakti V Soma-
nna said Thursday that JJM oper-
ational guidelines were changed
after considering requests from
various states seeking central sup-
port for meeting additional cost of
raw materials which increased
due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and the Russia-Ukraine crisis.

Inawritten reply toa question
from SP member Anand Bhadau-
riya, Somanna informed the LS,
“Considering the requests from
various states seeking central sup-
port for meeting additional cost of
raw materials increased due to
Covid-19 pandemic and Russia-
UKkraine crisis, requisite amend-
ments were made in operational
guidelines of the mission with ef-
fect from 21.06.2022 for sustain-
ing the pace of implementation
during mission period.”

Bhadauriya wanted to know
“whether the change in the ten-
der rules under the JJM, which
were removed a few years ago,
has led to huge additional cost(s)
amounting to crores of rupees
across the States”.

The government’s reply re-
garding the change in operational
guidelinesis significantin view of
concerns in some government
sections that the cost of the JJM
works wasinflated insome states.

On May 21, The Indian Express
reported that data uploaded by
states and UTs on the JJM dash-
board showed that these crucial
changes in JJM guidelines three
years ago lifted the check on ex-
penditure and led to cost escala-

tions. This resulted in additional
costs totalling 16,839 crore for
14,586 schemes, an increase of
14.58% from their estimated cost.
At the time of the revision of the
guidelines in June 2022,
Gajendra Sigh Shekhawat was
heading the Jal Shakti Ministry.
The payment of tender pre-
mium — the additionalamount a
bidder quotes, higher than the
government’s approved cost —
was prohibited in the original JJM
guidelines in 2019. However, on
June 21, 2022, the Jal Shakti
Ministry, with the approval of
“competent authority”, made a
crucial change in these guidelines.
The ministry defined the “ap-
proved cost” and deleted two
words “tender premium” from
the suggestive list of inadmissible
expenses. This paved the way for
payment of tender premiums.
Earlier, this month, Union Jal
Shakti Minister CR Patil said that
the Centre has stopped the pay-
ment of tender premium under
the rural tap water scheme.
Responding to a question
raised by The Indian Express dur-
ing ‘Idea Exchange’, Patil said,
“Tender premium ka bhugtan
humnerok diya hai. Jo thha, jogaya
hoga woh alag baat hai, magar jo
naya hai usse poori tarah hamne
rok diya hai(We have stopped the
payment of tender premium.
What was there, what has goneis
adifferent matter, but whatis new
has been completely stopped).”
Inawrittenreply toaquestion
from Congress MP Praniti Shinde,
Somanna said that Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
her Budget speech 2025-26 has
announced extension of JJM until
2028 with “enhanced total outlay”.
“A proposal for continuation of [JM
until 2028 with enhanced total
outlay is under consideration of
the Government,” Somanna said.

No plan to remove ‘socialist’, ‘secular
from the Preamble, Says Law Minister

Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal in LS, Thursday. P11

as of now, the government has
not initiated any formal process
to change these provisions.”

Though it was a starred ques-
tion and Meghwal was present
in the Upper House, it was not
taken up as the proceedings were
adjourned due to disruptions
when Question Hour began.

On June 26, Hosabale, while
speaking at the launch of a book
on the 50th anniversary of the
Emergency imposed by the
Indira Gandhi government in
1975, called on the Congress to

ogise for the Emergency and

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.Com/HquPnXVWWb3Agy983§§%@d that there should be a

flect the official stance or actions
of the government.”

The minister also cited a
Supreme Court decision in
November 2024 in Dr Balram
Singh and others Vs Union of
India, in which the court dis-
missed petitions challenging the
42nd Constitutional amend-
ment. “The court clarified that
‘socialism’ in the Indian context
signifies a welfare state and does
not impede private sector
growth, while ‘secularism’ is in-

/

tegral to the Constitution’s basic
structure,” Meghwal said.
Asked about the govern-
ment’s stand on the issue, the
minister said: “The govern-
ment’s official stand is that there
is no current plan or intention to
reconsider or remove the words
‘socialism’ and ‘secularism’ from
the Preamble of the Constitution.
Any discussions regarding
amendments to the Preamble
would require thorough deliber-
ation and broad consensus, but

NIKAM ENTERS RS

discussion on removing the
words “socialist” and “secular”
added to the Preamble through
the 42nd amendment in 1976.
“No attempt was made to re-
move them (socialist and secular)
later. So, there should be adiscus-
sion on whether they should re-
main. I say this in a building
(Ambedkar International Centre)
named after Babasaheb
Ambedkar, whose Constitution
did not have these words in the
Preamble,” he said at the event.
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Ujjwal Nikam, who was Special Public Prosecutor in the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks case,
with Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh after taking oath on Thursday. P11

5 QUESTIONS

What do you have to say
about the Opposition’s
uproar over Bihar voter rolls
revision?

The Opposition has the right to
ask questions, including
occasionally creating ruckus as
well. But how long will it
continue? (LoP, Lok Sabha)
Rahul Gandhi says he is not
being allowed to speak but his
party isin the forefront of
creating chaos in the House.
Why is Congress and the
Opposition shying away froma
debate onanyissue?... We go
and sitand come back. Itis
agonising, painful and
disgusting, to say the least. The
whole nation watches us. You
can question usinany
powerful debate and make us
uncomfortable,and we are

equally competent to reply to
all your debates to make you
uncomfortable. Why don’t you
allow the debate to happen?
And then you complain — ‘meri
awaaz shaant kijaati hai (my
voiceis being silenced).

Why is the debate not being
taken up?

The larger questionis: are they
interested in debate? Every
debate has to be structured as
per Parliamentary rules. Has 16
hours not been allocated for
the Operation Sindoor debate,
with nine hours in the Rajya
Sabha? Thatis the way the
House functions. You ask fora
debate, it will be accepted, it
will be prepared. You unleasha
big attack, we will respond. ..
AsfarasSIRis concerned, Iwill

raise some questions. Tobe a
voter you have to be a citizen of
India - canthe ECexamineitor
not? To be a voter you have to
be an ordinary resident of an
area. Can the EC examine that
or not... Today there are lakhs of
votes of people who are dead
or have migrated to other
areas... What s the problemif
these things are being
examined by the EC? They
(Opposition) sometimes claim
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Opposition members protest in Lok Sabha on Thursday. P11

As Opp keeps up
protest against

SIR, both Houses
adjourned for day

Banging tables

not tradition of
your party, Birla
tells Venugopal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AMID PERSISTENT protests from
Opposition against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, both Houses
of Parliament were adjourned
for the fourth day Thursday.

In the morning, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla appealed to
Opposition members to maintain
decorum after they raised slogans
and also displayed placards.

Birlasaid, “.. Youare members
of such an old political party,
which has contributed to this
House and its decorum. The peo-
ple from your party will see your
behaviour in the House. You bring
placards, raise slogans, bang ta-
bles. This is not as per decorum.”

Mentioning Congress MPK C
Venugopal, Birla said, “This is the
biggest democracy. What kind of
message are you sending to the
country’s democratic institu-
tions?... Bringing placards, bang-
ing tables, these are not tradi-
tions of your party... People have
not sent you here to bring plac-
ards,and bang tables.” Amid the
din, Birla adjourned the proceed-
ings in less than seven minutes.

When the LS reconvened at 2

BJP LOK SABHA MP RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD TALKS TO VIKAS PATHAK ABOUT THE RUCKUS IN PARLIAMENT OVER S.LR INBIHAR

Why Congress, Opp shying away from a debate?

there is a faulty voter list. And
now when revision is being
done, they have a problem.
Once the draft publication is
done, you have aright tofile
objections, to appeal to the
collector, to file a second
appeal for revision before the
Chief Electoral Officer. So many
mechanisms are available.

R]Dleader Tejashwi Yadav
has said the Mahagath-
bandhan may takeacall to
“boycott Bihar polls” in view
of the SIR exercise?

[believe thatis a casual comm-
ent.Iwill only tell him, ‘young
man, don’t shy away froma
fight.’ As for Rahul Gandhi’s
venomous attack on EC, Iwill
say one thingin Hindi: ‘Agar
aap ko vote nahin milta to hum

pm, Krishna Prasad Tenneti, who
was in the Chair, urged MPs to
participate in adiscussion on the
Bill The Readjustment of Represe-
ntation of Scheduled Tribes in
Assembly Constituencies of the
State of Goa Bill, 2024, which
seeks to provide seats for STs in
the Goa Assembly.

Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal questioned the
Opposition for not allowing dis-
cussion. “The Oppositionis not co-
operating. It means they do not
want todiscuss (theissues)in the
interests of STs,” he said. As the
protests continued, proceedings
were adjourned for the day.

In the RS, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh adjourned the House
till 2 pm amid protests by Oppo-
sition. When the House sat again,
Bhuwaneshwar Kalita, who was
in the Chair, urged the MPs to be-
gin a discussion on the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill but amid slo-
ganeering by Opposition mem-
bers, proceedings were ad-
journed within 15 minutes.

AIADMK’s Thambidurai and
YSRCP’s Alla Ayodhya Rami
Reddy spoke on the Bill but were
barely audible amid slogans. BJP
MP Laxmikant Bajpai urged the
Chair to take action against the
Opposition MPs under Rule 235
(ii). Congress’s Pramod Tiwari said
LoP Mallikarjun Kharge should be
allowed tospeak. “... The LoPis on
his feet but you are not giving him
achance to speak, nor are you giv-
ing any assurance...” The Chair
then adjourned the House.

kya karein(What dowe do if
people don’t vote for you)?’

Even JD(U) MP Giridhari
Yadav has questioned the
SIR exercise...

Idon’t want to make any
comments on individual
members. [ know that Nitish
Kumar, the whole JD(U) and
the entire NDA is one.

Some critics say in a state
like Bihar the exercise can
be a huge inconvenience
and end up disenfranc-
hising many voters...
Haven't 98% of people already
filled out the form? Or may be
997%? Just tell me. People know
their rights, people know their
obligations and they are
followingit.

As Jagdeep Dhankhar exits as Vice-President, where will the chips fall?

THE NEERJA
CHOWDHURY

A COLUMN
- )
Weekly insight into what's changing
in national politics —and why

THE MORE you look at it, the
clearer it becomes. The resigna-
tion of Jagdeep Dhankhar as Vice-
Presidentis for reasons other than
indifferent health.

Though the now former Vice-
President has had health prob-
lems of late — he fainted in
Uttarakhand in June and was hos-
pitalised with a heart ailment in
March — had medical reasons
been the decisive factor, the an-
nouncement would have been
made differently and not on the
V-P’sXhandle at theend of anac-
tion-packed day that saw him
preside over the Rajya Sabha and
the Business Advisory Council.

As information filters in, it is
evident that the resignation
would not have come about had
there not been serious differences
between Dhankhar and the top
government leadership. This was
a big shift from last December,
when the Opposition, accusing
him of being partisanin his inim-
itably outspoken and sometimes
brash manner, filed a notice to
move an impeachment resolu-
tion against him.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modji’s words of farewell to Dhan-
khar also told theirown story.Ina
concise statement, the PM, wish-
ing him well, spoke of the “many
opportunities” Dhankhar had re-
ceived to serve the country in
“various capacities”. There was no
mention of his contributions.

Unlike the Congress that sud-
denly found a new love for
Dhankhar — the party’s commu-
nications chief Jairam Ramesh
urged him to reconsider the de-
cision, though senior leader P

Chidambaram clarified it was not
the official position — the govern-
ment lost no time inaccepting his
resignation and formally notify-
ingitwithin hours. There was also
nointimation of a farewell for the
man whom the ruling alliance
had effusively welcomed as
“kisan putra (farmer’s son)” after
his election in 2022.

The alacrity with which Dhan-
khar, as Raya Sabha Chairman, ac-
cepted the Opposition’s notice on
July 20 to remove Justice Yash-
want Varma —wads of cash were
found at the High Court judge’s
Delhi home in March — is said to
have not sat well with the govern-
ment. Dhankhar’s decision, about
which heislearnt to have not con-
sulted the government, was seen
asan attempt to upstage the BJP’s
planto bring the motionin the Lok
Sabha along with Opposition MPs.
Though the motion to remove a
judge can be initiated in either
House of Parliament, the govern-
ment had hoped that the removal

Jagdeep
Dhankhar
resigned on
July 21

of the judge would be by “consen-
sus” and not viewed as partisan.

Dhankhar accepting the Opp-
osition notice had the fat in the
fire. On the evening of July 21, BJP
leaders met groups of ruling party
MPs, with murmurs abound that
Dhankhar had exceeded his brief.
The day ended with his resigna-
tion.

Perhaps not the sole reason
for Dhankhar’s exit, this was
probably the last straw that broke
the camel’s back. Some who met
the now former V-P in recent
weeks say he spoke critically of
the ruling party’s leadership, and
the words must have reached
them. The larger-than-life profile
he had acquired with his outspo-

kenness, particularly his criticism
of the judiciary,and the tendency
to be frequently in the headlines,
are also said to have not gone
down well with the BJP brass.

At the end of the day;, it is be-
lieved that the BJP could not risk
the Rajya Sabha slipping out of its
control withimportantlegislation
on the cards. As the Rajya Sabha
Chairman, the V-P has enormous
powers even as he is required to
move instep with the ruling party.
The Chairman cannot be in con-
flictwith the government and also
has to take the Opposition along.

This became increasingly dif-
ficult for Dhankhar to navigate as
time went on, as he was seen as
partisan and polarising. Since the
Opposition’s attempt to introduce
the no-confidence motion, Dha-
nkhar tried to reach out to them.
He was photographed with lead-
ing Opposition figures, including
Arvind Kejriwal, and having meet-
ings with Mallikarjun Kharge. On
what turned out to be Dhankhar's

last day in the job, the Congress
presidentwas allowed toaddress
the House on Pahalgam and
Operation Sindoor even though
the discussionwas billed foralater
date. All of this also likely did not
sit well with the ruling side.

It is not as if there have not
been differences between the
government and the V-Pbefore. It
was sometime in 2001 when the
House stalled for a day after LK
Advani urged then V-P Krishan
Kant to adjourn proceedings sine
die. Kant told the then Home
Minister that it was a political de-
cision for the government to take,
and would do the needful if both
the Centre and the Opposition felt
it had become impossible to run
the House. The government did
not pursue the matter.

Kant did not make it to
Rashtrapati Bhavan in 2002 even
though there was a consensus on
his name between the BJPand the
Opposition Congress, with Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee per-

sonally conveying to Kant that his
name had been finalised. It is be-
lieved helost out because, on sev-
eral occasions, he tooka stand dif-
ferent from what those in power
wanted.

While it is not fully clear
what the political ramifications
of Dhankhar’s exit will be, it is
apparent that it is not a happy
situation for the BJP: admitting
they could not manage someone
they had chosen for the second-
highest Constitutional position.
Then there are some voices from
the Jat community, to which
Dhankhar belongs, saying how
their leaders cannot complete
their terms in office. The first was
Chaudhary Charan Singh, who
was not allowed to prove his ma-
jority as PM in 1979, and now
Dhankhar. Though his resigna-
tion may reinforce the sense of
grievance among already-ag-
grieved Jats, itis unlikely to be-
come a tool to mobilise the com-
munity.

The Dhankhar episode may
also make members of the polit-
ical class more careful about ex-
pressing their views. It is one
more reminder that the era of
old-school politics has come to
an end. There was a time when
V-Ps hosted informal lunches
and there was a Central Hall in
Parliament, one of those “non-
institutions” of democracy that
kept the dialogue going across
party lines.

As for the next V-P, itis un-
likely to be someone outspoken
or a person who can acquire a
high profile, or someone who di-
verges from the ruling group. It
is more likely to be a person who
represents a style more favoured
today: rich in symbolism but low
in profile.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide)

JoinFREE VIl tsapp Channel chat. whatsapp.c..Dv.':wiWb3Agy98nW@9r"‘"dfanexpmﬁs'mm U Woin FREE Telegram Channel chat.whatSapp.&8m/HDvqPnxvwWh:



THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 25,2025

6 GOVT & POLITICS

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

INDIA AND the UK reaffirmed
cooperation in a number of
fields, including defence, people-
to-people ties, strengthening co-
operation against extremist ele-
ments and repatriation of
economic offenders, during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
meeting with his British coun-
terpart Keir Starmer at Chequers,
the countryside residence of the
UK Prime Minister.

Addressing the media along-
side Starmer, Modi raised India’s
concern over increasing activi-
ties of pro-Khalistani elements
in the UK and said that forces
with extremist ideologies must
not be allowed to misuse demo-
cratic freedoms.

He said both India and the UK
are “united in our view that there
can be no place for double stan-
dards in the fight against terror-
ism" and thanked the British

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb

government forits “strong” con-
demnation of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack.

“Those who misuse demo-
cratic freedoms to undermine
democracy itself must be held to
account,” the Prime Minister
said in his media statement.

India has been flagging its
concerns to the UK over the ac-
tivities of pro-Khalistan ele-
ments on British soil, especially
after the attack on the Indian
High Commission in London in
March 2023. Later, during a me-
dia briefing, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said the issue fig-
ured in the delegation-level
talks, and that the UK has as-
sured cooperation in this regard.

Misri also said that Modi and
Starmer expressed a commit-
ment to strengthening the global
fight against terrorism.

“It was noted that extremism
and radicalisation pose a threat
to both societies and that there
is a need to further enhance bi-
lateral collaboration and coo
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An illustrantion of Shashi Tharoor at the annual
Mango and Chaat party hosted by the MP.

AAM 8 KHAAS

CONGRESS LEADER Shashi Tharoor’s annual ‘mango and chaat
party’, a get-together of MPs and other leaders on the lawns of
his official residence in the Capital, went international this year
with the presence of alarge number of diplomats, reflecting the
MP’s recent engagements with foreign countries as part of the
outreach programme post-Operation Sindoor. Another big dif-
ference from previous years was the absence of senior Congress
leaders who used to be among prominent guests at the event.
Some of Tharoor’s colleagues from Kerala — Benny Behanan,
Hibi Eden and Dean Kuriakose (Congress), John Brittas and V
Sivadasan (CPM)and N K Premachandran (RSP) —
at his party. Also present were Mahua Moitra (TMC) along with
her husband and former MP Pinaki Misra, T Sumathy (DMK),
Milind Deora (Shiv Sena-Shinde) with his wife Pooja Shetty, K
Laxman and Rekha Sharma (BJP), among others.

showed up

AT LL0oss OF WORDS

AMID THE ongoing Hindi-Marathi row, senior BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey had to face the ire of angry Maharashtra
women MPs outside the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. The
women MPs, led by Congress’s Varsha Gaikwad, surrounded
Dubey as he was coming out of the Lower House and shouted
athim: “You are against Maharashtra? Who are you planning
to thrash?” Dubey walked away calmly but the group followed
him to the MPs’ canteen. Varsha again shouted at the BJP MP
as he came out of the canteen. A visibly embarrassed Dubey
was seen trying to pacify the Congress leader saying “it’s not
like that...” The Maharashtra MPs were angry about Dubey’s
reported remark that “those who beat up Hindi speakers
would be thrashed by the public wherever they go”.

At UNSC, India seeks
immediate ceasefire,
aid to end Gaza crisis

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

VOICING STRONG concern over
the current situationin Gaza, India
has called foranimmediate cease-
fire, uninterrupted humanitarian
aid into Gaza and release of Israeli
hostages by Hamas toaddress the
deepening humanitariancrisis in
the Palestinian territory.

Speaking at the UN Security
Council, India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Parvathaneni
Harish said that mere pauses in
hostilities are not enough.

"Intermittent pauses in hostil-
itiesare notenough to address the
scale of humanitarian challenges
confronting the people, who grap-
ple daily with acute shortages of
food and fuel, inadequate medical
services and lack of access toedu-
cation," Harish said.

Last month, India had ab-
stained from voting during the
resolution at the UNGA for a
ceasefire in Gaza.OnJune 13, the
UNGA had backed a resolution

demanding an immediate, un-
conditional and permanent
ceasefire in Gaza, the release of all
hostages and resumption of hu-
manitarianaid to stave off famine.
As many as 149 countries voted
in favour, India was one of the 19
countries that abstained.
However, on Thursday, at the
open debate on the 'Situation in
the Middle East, including the
Palestinian question’, Harish un-
derlined India’s consistent posi-
tion in this regard.

“Humanitarian assistance
needs to be facilitated in a safe,
sustained and timely manner.
There is no substitute to peace.
A ceasefire must be put in place.
All hostages must be released.
Dialogue and diplomacy remain
the only viable paths to achiev-
ing these objectives. There are no
other fixes or solutions,” he said.

He also expressed hope that
an upcoming UN conference on
the Israel-Palestine conflict
would pave the way for “con-
crete steps” towards achieving a
two-State solution, which India
has always advocated.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Britain’s King Charles III
at the Sandringham Estate in Norfolk. P11

sustainable world in a time of
rapid global change, it said.

The India-UK Vision 2035
sets clear strategic goals and
milestones, tracking a path for
sustained collaboration. PM
Modi mentioned an education
and skills partnership to deepen
transnational collaborations be-
tween the UK and Indian univer-
sities, including the establish-
ment of campuses of leading
universities in each other’s coun-
tries.

The two also decided to build
on the Technology Security
Initiative, focused on future tele-
coms, Al and critical minerals,
laying the ground for future col-
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eration to deal with the scourges
of terrorism, extremism and rad-
icalisation,” he said.

The Prime Ministers of India
and the United Kingdom, during
their meeting in London, en-
dorsed the new “India-UK Vision
2035” that reaffirms their shared

commitment to unlocking the
98nValQ

full potential of a revitalised
partnership, said a joint state-
mentreleased in the wake of the
Visit.

This ambitious agreement
underscores the two nations’ re-
solve to work together for mu-
tual growth, prosperity and to
shape a prosperous, secure and

quantum, bio-technology and
advanced materials.

Later, PM Modi called upon
King Charles III at his
Sandringham Estate in Norfolk,
eastern England. He presented
a tree sapling to the King as part
of his “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” en-
vironmental initiative.

Modi said both also covered
aspects such as Yoga and
Ayurveda as well as the India-UK
Free Trade Agreement signed
between him and PM Starmer.

“Had a very good meeting
with His Majesty King Charles
[1I,” PM Modi posted on X.

“We discussed different as-
pects of India-UK relations, in-
cluding the ground covered in
trade and investment in the
wake of CETA and Vision 2035.
Other subjects of discussion in-
cluded education, health and
wellness, particularly Yoga and
Ayurveda, which are subjects His
Majesty is very passionate about.
We also talked about environ-
mental protection and sustain-
ability,” he said.

The sapling he presented to
the King will be planted on the
estate during planting season in
the autumn, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri told reporters dur-
ing a Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) briefing around the Prime
Minister's visit.

Congress ‘fell short’ of understanding OBC
issues, opened up space for BJP, says Rahul

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

LOKSABHA Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday said
the Congress party “fell short” of
understanding and addressing
the issues faced by the OBCs and
that “opened up the space” for the
BJP. Speaking at an event at-
tended by Congress’s Lok Sabha
MPs and Telangana leadership at
Indira Bhavan, Gandhi said the
party must be responsive to all
communities moving forward to
send a message of fairness.
“I'would like to say one thing.
Itis a personal thing. People may
notagree with me. Whenitcame
to Dalit, Adivasi, women’s issues,
the Congress was on track. And I
am talking about the last 10-15
years. But I do feel that when it
came to OBCs, the Congress
party’s understanding of their is-
sues, the challenges they were

Lok Sabha
LoP Rahul
Gandhi

facing and the type of actions that
the party should have and could
have taken, we fell short.”

“Maybe many will say, no,
you are wrong. But this is a feel-
ing I have that we allowed, we
opened the space for the BJP be-
cause we were not responsive to
the aspirations, to the desires of
the OBCs,” he said.

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy, who was also
present at the event, gave a pres-
entation on the state’s socio, eco-
nomic, educational, employment,
political and caste survey 2024.

Gandhi said when he started
pushing for the caste census in
Telangana, in the back of his
mind there was an issue. “That
we have Revanth Reddy as Chief
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Minister and that it will be diffi-
cult for him to push the caste
census because his community
may not appreciate that action.”

The LoP described the
Telangana caste survey as a
“milestone for social justice in the
country, whether the BJP likes it
ornot” and said the national caste
census will have to follow the
Telangana caste survey.

The Congress has demanded
that the Centre should adopt the
“Telangana model” of caste enu-
meration as part of the next
Census. Gandhi said the Congress
high command will push the
Telangana model of caste census
in Parliament. Gandhi also spoke
about the importance of English
education. “The single biggest de-
terminant of success of progres-
sive India is English education.
Thatis surprising... English edu-
cation is much more powerful in
India than educationinaregional
language or Hindi. I am not say-

ing Hindi is not important or re-
gional languages are not impor-
tant. They are. But what is deter-
mining progressis English... This
is a historical fact,” said Gandhi.

The Congress leader’s state-
ment comes a month after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said at
an event that soon a time would
come when those speaking
Englishin this country would “feel
ashamed”. Shah said those who
do not speak Indian languages
cease to remain fully Indian and
that India cannot be understood
through “foreign languages”.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said, “Our so-
ciety needs three things — eco-
nomic strength, human strength,
and mental strength... A society
that has these three things pro-
gresses...,” said Kharge. The
Congress chief urged the PCC
presidents and other leaders to
take the Telangana caste survey to
other states.

RJD says ‘can consider boycott’,
Congress adds ‘all options’ open

ASAD REHMAN
& DAMININATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

A DAY after RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav said his party could “con-
sider boycotting” the coming
Assembly polls in Bihar over the
last-minute Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls be-
ing held in the state, the Congress
said “every option” is open.

Krishna Allavaru, the
Congress in-charge for Bihar,
made the remarks at a press in-
teraction at the All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
headquarters in Delhi.

“From day one, the INDIA
bloc’s stand has been very clear.
This process (of SIR) is a theft of
elections. And the Opposition is
standing with the people in
every possible way. Talks on
every option are ongoing. One
thing is clear — through this
process, the votes of the people
of Bihar are being snatched
away... Elections are being
stolen from them and this is not
just about Bihar... This is about
the country and clearly all av-

RJD leader
Tejashwi
Yadav

enues are open... Everything is
being discussed. When a deci-
sion is taken, you will be in-
formed,” said Allavaru.

On Wednesday, inresponse to
a question outside the Assembly
onwhether the Opposition could
boycott the polls, Tejashwi said,
“We can discuss this. We will dis-
cuss this with allies and people. If
suchis the situation when(itis de-
cided) who gets how many seats,
thereis noneed to hold elections.”

Allavaru said he challenged
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar “to pick a thou-
sand random people in every con-
stituency in Bihar and scrutinise if
the laid-down processes (on SIR
revision) are being followed or
not”. “Even if 25% turns out to be
genuine, then we will accept this
procedure. The truth is this voter
list is of the BJP and Gyanesh
Kumar. We do not acceptit.”

Lok Sabha Leader of the

Day before deadline, EC says
about 7 L forms not received

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE ELECTION Commission
Thursday said “99%” of the 7.89
crore registered electors of Bihar
had been “covered” during the on-
going Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls and less
than 7 lakh forms were yet to be
received, with one day to go for
the deadline to submit forms.
According to the EC's June 24
order, all existing electors were re-
quired to submit enumeration
forms by Friday, July 25, in order
toremain on the draftelectoral roll
to be published on August 1. All
those who were added to therolls
after January 1,2003, when the EC
says thelastintensive revision was
done, were additionally required

to submit documents establish-
ing their eligibility.

As on Thursday, the EC said
the forms of 7.21 crore electors
(91.32%) had been received and
digitised. The EC said 21.6 lakh
electors were reported by the
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) and
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) of po-
litical parties as dead, 31.5 lakh
permanently migrated and 7 lakh
registered at more than one place.

“Despite door-to-door visits
by local BLOs/BLAs, forms of
fewer than 7 lakh electors have
stillnot been received. As per the
SIR order, the draft electoral roll
will be published on August 1,
2025, and printed as well as dig-
ital copies will be provided to all
12 political parties [national and
state parties in Bihar]...” the EC
said in a statement.

Opposition Rahul Gandhi re-
peated his claim Thursday that
the Congress has "concrete 100%
proof™ of “cheating” in a con-
stituency in Karnataka during
the general elections last year. He
warned the poll panel that it will
not get away with this, “because
we are going to come for you”.

“We just looked at one con-
stituency and we found this.am
absolutely convinced that, con-
stituency after constituency, thisis
the drama that is taking place.
Thousands and thousands of new
voters —45, 50, 60, 65, thousands
and thousands of themin one con-
stituency — voter deletion, voter
addition, new voters who are way
above 18 (is going on)... We have
caught them,” Gandhi said.

The EC responded strongly to
Gandhi'sallegations. “Asfarasthe
Karnataka elections are con-
cerned, it is highly unfortunate
that rather than filing election pe-
tition as per Section 80 of the
Representation of the People Act
— or if filed, awaiting the verdict
of Hon’ble HC — he (Gandhi) has
made baseless allegations and
chosen to threaten the ECI, which
is a Constitutional body,” it said.

Assembly protest:
FIR filed against

Prashant Kishor,
2,000 supporters

Patna: Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor, eight other
leaders of the outfit and 2,000
unidentified supporters have
been booked for assault, rioting
and violating curfew orders
amid a protest march in Patna
Wednesday.

Apart from Kishor, the FIR at
Patna’s Secretariat Police Station
names Jan Suraaj’s state presi-
dent Manoj Bharti, spokesperson
Vivek Kumar, N. P. Mandal, Kishor
Kumar, Arvind Singh, Lalan
Yadav, Jitendra Yadav, and
YouTuber-politician Manish
Kashyap.

According to the FIR, author-
ities received information re-
garding Jan Suraaj’s plan to
gherao the Vidhan Sabha the day
before the June 23 protest and
barricaded all routes to the
Assembly. Jan Suraaj had decided
to gherao the Assembly over
three demands - disbursing X 2
lakh to poor families, allocation
of three decimals of land to land-
less Dalit families, and action
against alleged corruptioninland
surveys. ENS

JD(U) MP who spoke against
SIR gets show-cause notice

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, JULY 24

THE JD(U) has issued a show-
cause notice to its MP Giridhari
Yadav, who had on Wednesday
called the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls in Bihar
a “Tughlaqi farman” (ill-con-
ceived diktat).

Yadav, the Banka MP from
JD(U), Bihar's ruling party and a
BJP ally, had said outside the
Parliament, "Election
Commission has no practical
knowledge. It neither knows the
history nor the geography of
Bihar; it knows nothing.”

“It took 10 days for me to
arrange all the documents,” the
parliamentarian said, adding
that his son lives in America.

“How will he do the signature in
just a month?” he said. “This
(SIR) has been imposed on us
forcefully. “Ye Tughlaqgi farman
hai chunav aayog ka.”

The MP had clarified that he
was giving his “personal opin-
ion” and it “doesn't matter what
his party is saying”.

The show-cause notice
signed by Afaque Ahmad Khan,
the party’s national general sec-
retary, states, “You are aware that
certain opposition parties, frus-
trated by their electoral out-
comes, have been running a sus-
tained campaign to discredit ECI,
particularly on the issue of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), with the sole objective
of creating public doubt over the
functioning of a constitutional
body.”
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Those misusing democratic freedoms must be held to account: PM Muslim ClEI’ICS

Bhagwat agree
oninterfaith
dialogue at meet

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AMID GROWING discontent
among Muslims against the
NDA government over Waqf
Amendment Act and other is-
sues, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat and other sen-
ior functionaries of the organi-
sation met prominent Muslim
clerics and scholars in New
Delhi on Thursday. In the meet-
ing, a host of “national issues”
were discussed and the two
sides stressed upon the need to
start a series of dialogue be-
tween representatives of Hindu
and Muslim communities to
clear the “misunderstandings”.

The All India Imam
Organisation (AIIO) had organ-
ised the meeting titled —
‘Samvaad’ — at Haryana
Bhawan. Along with Bhagwat,
senior functionaries, including
Krishna Gopal, Ramlal and
Indresh Kumar, were presentin
the meeting.

AIIO chief Imam Umer
Ahmed Ilyasi said the meeting
lasted for about three-and-a-
half hours and was attended by
60 prominent imams, muftis
and representatives of promi-
nent Islamic seminaries like
Deoband and Nadwa.

The RSS described the dis-
cussion in the meeting as “pos-
itive” and said it was part of a
continuous process of holding
an extensive dialogue with all
the sections of society. “The
main objective is to explore
how everyone can work to-
gether in the interest of the
country. Today's discussion was
also positive,” said Sunil
Ambekar, the head of the na-
tional publicity and media de-
partment of the RSS.

“A detailed discussion on
national issues took place at the
meeting. It was decided that
there should be a dialogue be-
tween mandirs and masjids,
imams and pujaris, gurukuls
and madrasas so that miscon-
ceptions and confusions about
each other are removed and a
positive atmosphere of har-

Members of the All India
Imam Organisation during a
gathering ahead of their
meeting with RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat in New
Delhi on Thursday. P11

mony and brotherhood is devel-
oped,” Ilyasi told The Indian
Express.

He said it was discussed that
everyone from across the castes,
faiths and religions should have
the sentiment of “rashtra sar-
vopari” (nationis supreme) and
contribute in nation building.

Possible roles and responsi-
bilities of imams and muftis in
taking the nation forward were
also discussed in the meeting,
he said.

Asked about the RSS chief's
view on the decision, he said
Bhagwat appreciated the idea
of continuous dialogue to clear
the misunderstandings and
misconceptions.

“A consensus was reached to
take this forward... Similar
meetings will be held in differ-
ent parts of the country. The
schedule will be decided soon,”
[lyasi said. When asked about
the “national issues” discussed
in the meeting, Ilyasi refused to
share details.

When asked if any “con-
cern” was expressed by the cler-
ics on the contentious issues
like new Waqf Act and survey of
mosques, Ilyasi said, “It was not
a meeting about concerns but
for building trust and a good at-
mosphere.”

President’s Rule for
another 6 months in
Manipur: Shah to move
resolution in RS today

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,JULY 24

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah will on Friday move areso-
lution in Rajya Sabha to extend
President’s Rule in Manipur for
another six months.

[t states: "That this House ap-
proves the continuance in force
of the Proclamation dated the
February 13, 2025 in respect of
Manipur, issued under article
356 of the Constitution by the
President, for a further period of
six months with effect from
August 13,2025.”

This move to extend
President’s Rule comes even as
the state’s Meitei and Naga NDA
MLAs have been conducting a
months-long campaign pushing
for the restoration of a popular
government in the state.

President's Rule had been
imposed in Manipur on
February 13, days after former
Chief Minister N Biren Singh
stepped down from the position,
primarily as a result of political
pressure from other BJP MLAs
from the Meitei community
who were dissenting against his
leadership.

Inthelast Parliament session,
Shah had said that the move to
introduce President's Rule had
been taken as no one had staked
a claim to lead the government
after Singh's resignation.
However, since April, NDA MLAs
- including Singh, legislators
close to him, as well as those
who dissented against him -
have been pushing for the
restoration of a “popular” gov-

Home Minister Amit Shah

ernment, citing the lack of sup-
port for President's Rule and the
perception that there has not
been enough movement to-
wards the restoration of nor-
malcy in the state.

The move to extend
President’s Rule in the state is
likely to cause further discontent
among the Meitei and Naga MLAs.

There have been months of
relative peace in the foothill areas
where the Meitei-majority Valley
meets the Kuki-Zo majority hills,
which had been among the
worst-affected parts of Manipur
in the ongoing conflict. The last
major cycle of violence between
the communities had taken place
in November last year.

In the past month, there have
been three significant weapons
recoveries by security forces in
the state, and the government
has expressed its intent to facil-
itate the return to their homes of
a large section of people dis-
placed by the violence by the
end of the year. However, more
than 26 months since the start of
the conflict, there has been no
significant headway on dialogue
between stakeholders of the
Meitei and the Kuki-Zo commu-
nities.
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BJP-ruled states have unleashed linguistic

terror against Bangla speakers, says Mamata

TN: 4 from Bengal ‘beaten’
up for ‘speaking in Bangla’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 24

CLAIMING THAT the West
Bengal government has been re-
ceiving reports of Bengali-speak-
ing migrants being “detained
and tortured” in Haryana and
Rajasthan, CM Mamata Banerjee
Thursday accused the BJP of “un-
leashing linguistic terror” in the
country.

In a post on X, the TMC
supremo wrote: “Have been in-
creasingly receiving reports of de-
tentions and atrocities on our
Bengali-speaking people from dif-
ferent districts of West Bengal in
Gurgaon, Haryana. West Bengal
Police is receiving these reports
from Haryana police in the name
of requests foridentity searches...
Have been separately and in-
creasingly receiving reports from
other states like Rajasthan etc
about illegal "pushbacks" of West
Bengal citizens with all proper
documents to Bangladesh di-
rectly!! Our officers have re-
ceived copies of their appropri-
ate documents!.. There are
tortures and tortures on hapless
poor Bengali workers from West
Bengal in these states.”

Hitting out at the BJP and
their government in those states,
she said: “I am shocked to see
these terrible atrocities of the
double-engine governments on

BRIEFLY

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Police: ‘Drug

peddler’ killed
in cross-firing

Jammu: One person was
killed in an exchange of fire
between police and al-
leged drug paddlers in
Jammu’s Mandal area un-
der the jurisdiction of
Satwari police Thursday;,
police said. Police said a
small team chasing sus-
pected drug peddlers were
fired upon, towhich the of-
ficers retaliated. An un-
known person was injured
and was taken to a nearby
hospital, where he suc-
cumbed toinjuries. Senior
Police officersreached the
spot,and furtherinvestiga-
tion is in progress, police
said. Meanwhile, police in
Nagrita arrested two peo-
pleandrecovered 18.40kg
of poppy-straw-like sub-
stance fromthem. ENS

ANDHRA PRADESH
Late IRS officer
leaves assets
to Tirupati trust

Hyderabad: Property and
money worth Rs 3.66
crore, which belonged to
the late YVSS Bhaskar Rao,
who retired as an IRS offi-
cer, were donated to the Sri
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple at Tirumala on
Thursday. Rao's family said
it was his wish that the
property and fixed de-
posits be given to the
Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD),
which manages the tem-
ple.“He had deep faithand
devotion towards Sri
Venkateswara Swamy. He
bequeathed a residential
property worth Rs 3 crore
and a cash donation of Rs
66 lakh to TTD through his
will,” officials said. ENS

MADHYA PRADESH

NGO members
thrashed over
‘conversion’

Bhopal: A group of people
on Thursday assaulted
members of an NGO in
Indore on suspicion of reli-
gious conversion, police
said. The incident took
place outside the Indore
Press Club, where mem-
bers of the NGO had ar-
rived to address a press
conference on conversion
allegations against them.
In videos that went viral
Thursday, a crowd is pur-
portedly seen disrupting
the press conference and
creating a commotion.
When the NGO members
stepped out of the venue,
they were assaulted by the
group. ENS

CM Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata on Thursday. Partha Paul

Bengalis in India. What do you
want to prove?”

Calling it “atrocious and terri-
ble”, the CM said that her gov-
ernment and party would not
“tolerate this”. “Stop this linguis-
tic terror,” Mamata added.

Later in the day, at a film
award ceremony in memory of
legendary Bengali actor Uttam
Kumar in Kolkata, the CM urged
Bengali film personalities to op-
pose the “targeting of Bangla-
speaking people” and asked
them to take part in protests
against “linguistic terrorism”.

Banerjee said: “A kind of lin-
guistic terrorism has been de-
clared against the Bangla lan-
guage. Another Bhasha Andolan
is needed to awaken everyone.
People are being harassed for
speaking Bangla in many places.

Bangla is the fifth most spoken
language in the world, and sec-
ond in Asia. Around 30 crore
people speak Bangla. And today;,
Bangla-speaking people are be-
ing sent to jail. I cannot accept
this, and I believe you cannot ei-
ther. People cannot be detained
just for speaking Bangla.”

On Monday, during the
Martyrs’ Day rally, the TMC
supremo had called for a mass
movement from July 27 against
the alleged harassment of Bangla-
speaking people in several states.

Sources in the government
said that at least 52 people from
West Bengal have been detained
in Haryana on suspicion of being
illegal migrants from Bangladesh.
Most of those detained hail from
Nadia, Murshidabad, and Malda
districts, they added.

DGCA show-cause
notices to A-I for
lapses after voluntary
disclosures by airline

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE DGCA has issued a series of
show-cause notices to Air India
over lapses pertaining to inade-
quate cabin crew deployment,
mandatory crew rest periods,
and crew training and opera-
tional procedures, it is learnt.

At least four notices were is-
sued Wednesday and were based
on voluntary disclosures by Air
India. The regulator has given the
airline 14-15 days to respond.

“We acknowledge receipt of
these notices from the regulator
related to certain voluntary dis-
closures that were made over the
last one year by Air India. We will
respond to the said notices within
the stipulated period,” an Air India
spokesperson said Thursday.

One notice stated that Air India
operated four ultra-long-haul
flights — three in April and one in
May — without the adequate
number of cabin crew being de-
ployed, thereby flouting cabin
crew duty and rest regulations.
Instead of the necessary 15 cabin
crew members, one flight was op-
erated with 12, while the other
three had 14 crew members each.
“Such non-compliance represents

1993 fake encounter case:

a serious breach of regulatory re-
quirements and raises concerns
about the safety management
and operational oversight within
your organization,” the DGCA said
inthe relevant show cause notice.

Another notice cited 19 in-
stances of violations in crew
training and operational proce-
dures since July 2024. Three of
the lapses pertained to pilots,
while 16 pertained to cabin crew.

Another notice pertained to
two instances of cabin crew mem-
bers operating flights without
valid competency cards, and one
instance where a cabin crew
member operated aflight, despite
having accidentally deployed an
emergency slide. Deployment of
the slide without being required
bars the cabin crew member from
operating a flight without going
through arequalification process.

Minor rise in sick leave
by Al pilots post-crash

Union MosS for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol informed the
LS Thursday that Al saw a minor
increase in sickleaves reported by
pilots across all its fleet. On June
16, a total of 112 pilots reported
sick, comprising 51 Commanders
and 61 First Officers, Mohol said
ina written reply.

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA,JULY 24

A POLICE complaint has been
filed in Murshidabad district al-
leging that four youths from
West Bengal were beaten up by
locals in Thiruvallur in Tamil
Nadu on suspicion of being
Bangladeshis.

According to the complaint,
lodged on July 17, Sujan Sheikh,
his brother Milan Sheikh, Sahil
Sheikh, and Babu Sheikh had
travelled to Chennai three weeks
ago for construction work.

On evening of July 15, they
were in Thiruvallur when a group
of people asked their names and
where they were from. “After hea-
ring us speaking in Bangla, they
started beating us with iron rods
and lathis, suspecting us to be
from Bangladesh,” read the com-
plaint lodged by Sujan’s father.

The four immediately re-
turned to Murshidabad after get-
ting primary treatment at a gov-
ernment medical college in
Thiruvallur.

"They beat my two sons and
two others only because they
spoke in Bangla. They thought
they were illegal Bangladeshis. My

younger son'’s left hand was bro-
ken. After he arrived here, he un-
derwent surgery.He is still admit-
ted at the nursing home. My elder
sonisalsoinjured. They willbe on
bed rest for weeks,” Ashabul
Sheikh, Sujan and Milan's father,
told The Indian Express over phone
from Murshidabad.

Milan said, “Locals beat us up
after questioning our language.
We were very scared. We did not
even get our wages for 11 days of
work. This was the first time we
had gone to Chennai for work. I
had to ask my father to send Rs
12,000 to get back home.”

TMC MLA sets up

helpdesk

TMCMLA from Itaharin Uttar
Dinajpur has opened a helpdesk
in his constituency to help fami-
lies of migrant workers who have
been allegedly detained in other
states. “A large number of mi-
grant workers from my area are
being detained in Haryana.Sowe
have opened a helpdesk. We are
helping and guiding families re-
garding the documents they need
for residential proof. After verify-
ing the documents, [ am giving
themresidential certificatesasan
MLA,” said MLA Mosaraf Hussen.

Pune: Bangladesh
Matuas family
submit papers
under CAA

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE, JULY 14

A MATUA family from
Bangladesh has applied for
Indian citizenship under CAA, af-
ter they were taken in by Pune’s
Pimpri Chinchwad police earlier
this month for inquiry.

“We are afraid of going to Ban-
gladesh due to the violence against
Hindus. We are safe in India,” said
Kishor Biswas, a member of fam-
ily who has applied for citizenship.

In first week of July, 40-year-
old Kishor, his wife Bonita,
brother-in-law Arush alias
Bonomali Adhikary and Arush’s
wife Priyanka were held for in-
quiry in Wakad by police on suspi-
cion they were Bangladeshi na-
tionals. The family belongs to the
Matua community, a Hindu reli-
gious sect. A police officer said ac-
tion was initiated against them.
FRO of Pimpri Chinchwad police
issued a restriction order for
Arush, Priyanka and Bonita. But
the police did not deport the fam-
ily because Kishor submitted an
application under the CAA.

SC stays Bombay HC verdict
acquitting 12 in 7/11 blasts case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday stayed the July 21
Bombay High Court judgment
acquitting all 12 accused in the
2006 Mumbai train blasts case
even as the Maharashtra
Government, which filed the ap-
peal challenging the verdict, said
itwas not seeking to cancel their
release.

Issuing notice on the
Maharashtra Government's ap-
peal, a bench of Justices M M
Nagresh and N K Singh said the
judgment will notbe treated asa
precedent in any other case.

Appearing for the state,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said, “I am seeking a stay not to

bring them back tojail. That's not
the intention...They are re-
leased. Your Lordships may even
clarify.”

“These are certain findings of
law given by the court which
would be affecting all our
MCOCA trials which are going
on...Your Lordships may con-
sider saying, judgment is stayed,
however... their release is
not...”

The bench said they have
been informed that all 7/11
Mumbai train blasts convicts
have been released.

“Therefore, there is no ques-
tion of bringing them back to the
prison. However, taking note of
the submissions made by the SG
on the question of law, we are
entitled to hold that the im-
pugned judgment shall not be

treated as a precedent... To that
extent, it is stayed,” it said.

On Monday, the Bombay
High Court overturned the
September 2015 judgment of a
special court designated under
Maharashtra  Control of
Organised Crimes Act (MCOCA),
which sentenced five of the ac-
cused to death and handed life
term to seven. The special court
had acquitted one person.

The special bench of Justices
Anil S Kilor and Shyam C
Chandak questioned the trust-
worthiness of certain prosecu-
tion witnesses and the Test
Identification Parade of some of
the accused.

On July 11, 2006, 189 people
were killed as a series of blasts
ripped through coaches of seven
local trains.

Right of society to watch a movie or
not: SC on release of Udaipur Files

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
said “itis theright of the society to
watch or not watch” a movie and
that it will only lead to complica-
tions if every creative work is
sought to be connected or identi-
fied with someone or something.

Justice Surya Kant, presiding

over a two-judge bench which
took up pleas for and against al-
lowing release of Udaipur Files:
Kanhaiya Lal Tailor Murder, said
what happensin society becomes
theme for the film industry.

The two-judge bench, also
comprising Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, told the counsel for peti-
tioners opposing the film’s release,
“Your right can also be safe-
guarded by permitting people to

3 navigation satellites

watchamovie of their choice. You
have a right to challenge a revi-
sional decision.”

The court’s reference was to
the July 21 order by a Centre-ap-
pointed committee, given after re-
viewing the Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC) certificate
granted to the film. Section 6 of the
Cinematograph Act, 1952, gives
the Centre revision powers over
the decisions of the CBFC.

Amid Assam eviction
drives, neighbouring
states on alert against
‘influx’, step up vigil

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JULY 24

WITH THOUSANDS in Assam
displaced during the state gov-
ernment’s recent spate of evic-
tions, and with more planned,
the Northeastern state’s neigh-
bours are on tenterhooks.

Days after the Nagaland gov-
ernment referred to displaced
people as “illegal immigrants” and
ordered “heightened vigilance” on
itsborder with Assam, Meghalaya
and Manipur have now issued
similar directions to check their
influx. The Nagaland govern-
ment's move was triggered by an
upcoming eviction drive in
Uriamghat of Assam’s Golaghat
district, which borders the state.

“Inview of the ongoing evic-
tion drive against the illegal im-
migrants undertaken by the gov-
ernment of Assam and to
prevent possible influx of the
displaced individuals to the state
as consequence, all Deputy
Commissioners are hereby di-
rected to keep vigilance and take
necessary measures to ensure
the potential influx is kept in
check, and law and order is
maintained,” read the order is-
sued by the Meghalaya govern-
ment on Wednesday.

CM Conrad Sangma
Thursday met all District
Collectors and senior officials, in-
cluding the DGP and Chief
Secretary, to “strengthen vigi-
lance and security” along the
Assam border, to ensure there is
no “infiltration” into the state.

“There are certain vulnerable
districts, especially bordering
Assam and closer to areas where
the eviction drives are going on.
Hence, special attentionis being
givenin those districts,” Sangma

said after the meeting.

Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio
also held a meeting with top
state officials. “Convened a high-
level meeting with
@NagalandCS, @DGP_Nagaland,
and other senior officials to
strengthen vigilance mecha-
nisms along the Assam-
Nagaland border. The State Govt.
is actively engaging with all
stakeholders to prevent illegal
infiltration,” he said on X.

On Wednesday, Manipur,
which is currently under Presid-
ent’s Rule, issued an order, but
without explicitly mentioning
eviction drives in Assam. In the
order, the administration directed
all District Collectors and SPs to
ensure vigil at inter-state and in-
ter-district boundaries to “pre-
vent anyone from crossing into
the state’s boundaries illegally”.

Over the past two months,
more than 3,300 families, mostly
Muslims of Bengali origin, have
been evicted from forest, graz-
ing and government revenue
lands in Assam.

While the political narrative
around the evictiondrives is seen
as polarising, with CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma claiming they were
being undertaken to mainly stem
“demographicinvasion by people
of one religion”, the crackdowns
are against encroachment and not
against “illegalimmigrants” asthe
orders by the Manipur and
Meghalaya dispensations suggest.

Nagaland Deputy CM Y
Patton said the state would de-
ploy additional forces in all areas
bordering Assam, while the of-
fice of the Deputy Commissioner
of Niuland district, which bor-
ders Assam, claimed to have sent
back evicted illegal immigrants
who were intercepted in “200
vehicles on Tuesday”.

‘We are also trying to
pursue’: SC on govt delay
in judicial appointments

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

CHIEF JUSTICE of India B R Gavai
said Thursday the Supreme
Court is following up the ques-
tion of pending appointments of
high court judges with the
Centre onits administrative side.

(JI Gavai said this as a pend-
ing plea to direct the Central
Government to clear the recom-
mendations by the Supreme
Court Collegium without delay
was mentioned before a bench
also comprising Justice Vinod
Chandran.

“We are also trying to pursue
on the administrative side. Quite
afew names have been cleared,”
said CJI Gavai.

Appearing for the petitioner,
Senior Advocate Arvind Datar
and Advocate Prashant Bhushan
pointed out that the last time the

plea was listed was on
December 5, 2023, before a
bench presided by Justice S K
Kaul. However, it was deleted
from the cause list, they said.

Datar said some of the pend-
ing names were recommended
in 2019, and reiterated in 2021
and 2022.

He said they were also losing
out on seniority due to the pen-
dency, adding that two lawyers,
one from Mumbai and another
from Delhi, had withdrawn their
consent for their elevation as
judges.

(JI Gavai said he is aware of
the issue, and referred to one of
them, a woman advocate from
Delhi who has withdrawn con-
sent. “The lady from Delhi... she
was extraordinary,” said the CJL.

Bhushan added that she was
the topper at National Law
School. The court said it will list
the matter for a hearing.

HE AT AFTET B By
Ri=ag @ifars uvsa, |+
Email [d- EEIMDBAUNSIE@GMAIL.COM

10-yr jail for Punjab ex-cop to be launch

JASBIRMALHI
MOHALI, JULY 24

A CBI court in Mohali has sentenced a re-
tired Punjab Police officer to 10 years of
rigorous imprisonment for abducting two
constables who were later killed in a
staged encounter in 1993.

The court of special CBI Judge Baljinder
Singh Sra also imposed a fine of 50,000
on Paramyjit Singh, who was then the SHO
of Beas in Amrritsar. Baljinder Singh (67)
retired as an SP.

Inits verdict, the court Wednesday ac-
quitted three other accused — the then
SHO of Lopoke, Inspector Dharam Singh
(77), the then ASI Kashmir Singh (69) and
the then ASI Darbara Singh (71) — due to
lack of concrete evidence. Another ac-
cused, then sub SI Ram Lubhiya (in-
charge, Butala police post) died during the
trial.

Referring to the families of the de-
ceased constables, the court said, “The
court can very well imagine the plight of
the family members who have been run-
ning from pillar to post since 1993 to seek
justice. They must have incurred a lot of
expenses for that and need monetary
compensation for their rehabilitation.”

The court directed the secretary, dis-
trict legal service authority Mohali, to con-
sider the case of the victims’ families for
award of compensation.

On April 18, 1993, Constables Surmukh
Singh (Muchhal village, Baba Bakala) and
Constable Sukhwinder Singh (Khiala vil-
lage, Amritsar), both in their early 20s,

were picked up by the police and illegally
detained. CBI Public Prosecutor Anmol
Narang said, “Surmukh Singh was picked
up from his home by a team led by then
SHO Paramjit Singh around 6 pm, while
Sukhwinder Singh was picked by SIRam
Lubhiya the same day at 2 pmina scooter
theft case”.

At the Beas police station,
Sukhwinder’s parents were not allowed to
meet their son.

Later, the Majitha police claimed that
two “two unidentified militants” had been
killed in an encounter. Their bodies were
cremated without identification, according
to the CBL

Four days later, the Majitha police, un-
der SHO Dharam Singh, filed an untraced
report claiming that there was no need for
further investigation in the matter.

Acting on the Supreme Court’s orders,
the CBI began its probe on December 26,
1995, and found that the encounter was
staged and police fabricated documents
to make it appear genuine. The CBI also
found that the two unidentified militants
who were killed in the encounter were ac-
tually the two police constables. An FIR
was registered on February 28, 1997, and
a chargesheet was filed in 1999 against
five officers.

Charanjit Singh, son of Surmukh Singh,
told media persons outside the court:
“These police officers not only killed my
father but also ruined my life. I was se-
lected for recruitment in police, but be-
cause of the allegations made by them, I
was not issued the appointment letter. I
am seeking justice for that as well.”

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

ISROwill launch three navigation
satellites for its Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System
(IRNSS) by next year, according to
areply in Parliament by the Union
MoS for Space Dr Jitendra Singh.
The first of the three, NVS-
03, is scheduled to be launched
by year-end. The other two,
NVS-04 and NVS-05, will be
launched after that “with a gap
of six months,” as per data.
Only four of India’s seven
satellite navigation systems con-
tinue to provide location data, the
reply said. The IRNSS was envi-
sioned as a seven-satellite con-
stellation that could provide nav-
igation services over the Indian
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landmass and a radius of
1,500km around it.

So far, 11 satellites have been
launched for the IRNSS constella-
tion. Of these, two failed to reach
the intended orbit. In what was
ISRO’s 100th launch, NVS-02 was
sent to space inJanuary this year,
but the further orbit raising ma-
noeuvres needed to put the satel-
lite in the proper orbit could not
be completed because of a tech-
nical glitch.

The other IRNSS-1H satellite
waslostin 2017 when heat shield
did not open for the deployment
of the satellite. While one of the
satellites was decommissioned
after end of its mission life, four
othersare in use only for one-way
message broadcast like the ones
used by government for provid-
ing info during a natural disaster.
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Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

rbotnationol Alport. Mumiba

1* floor, Terminal 1, Chhatrapati Shivall Maharaj International Alrpor,
santacruz (E), Mumbai - 400 099,

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN BIDDING PROCESS FOR

NON-AERDO CONCESSIONS AT CSMI AIRPORT
Mumbail international Airport Limited (“ MIAL") invites parties to participate
in the compatitive bidding process for Passenger Services Concessions
at Chhatrapati Shivaji Mahara| International Airport ("CSMIAT), Mumbal.

Farties are requested to visit the website:

(httpsJicsmia.adaniairports.com/ = Business =* Tenders) to download

the application form for purchase of RFFP documents

Pleasze check the wabsite for the deadline for submission of Application.
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After 23 yrs, Shah’s ministry resets cooperative vision

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

WHEN UNION Home Minister
Amit Shah unveiled a new na-
tional cooperative policy
Thursday, replacing one in place
for the past 23 years, it marked
another milestone for the de-
partment whose role has been
expanding under the Narendra
Modi government.

As per the statement issued
by the Cooperation Ministry, the
new policy is part of the Centre's
aim to strengthen cooperatives
in the country, and “will prove to
be amilestone in the cooperative
movement of India for the next
two decades from 2025-45".

The ministry said a new policy
was needed because of globalisa-
tion and technological advance-
ments in the past two decades.

The Ministry of Cooperation
was formed as a separate ministry
by the Modi government four
years ago, with Shah given the
charge of it. From 1979 till then,
the cooperatives department fell
under the Agriculture Ministry.

The new ministry, Sahkarita
Mantralaya, was announced viaa
two-page notification in the offi-
cial gazette, a day before Modi ef-
fected the biggest reshuffle of his
second term, on July 7, 2021. Its
vision was stated to be ‘Sahakar
se Samriddhi (Prosperity through

Cooperation).
Join FREE

MNS workers
beat up man at
bus stand for
not speaking
in Marathi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 24

A TOILET attendant at the
Nanded state transport bus
stand was allegedly assaulted by
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) workers on Wednesday
after he reportedly refused to
speak Marathi. The attendant
was a Hindi-speaking person.

While videos of the alleged
incident, and the manissuing an
apology later, have surfaced on
social media, no FIR was regis-
tered in the matter until
Wednesday evening,.

In one of the purported
videos, the man working as an at-
tendant outside the ladies’ toilet
at the bus stand is confronted by
alocal who questions why he was
collecting Rs 5 from women for
using the facilities —a service that
is typically free. The manis heard
asking the attendant to respond
in Marathi. The attendant, how-
ever, purportedly refuses todo so,
saying, “I will not speak Marathi,
dowhatyouwant todo.”

In another purported video,
several men wearing MNS
scarves can be seen slapping and
punching the attendant, de-
manding he apologise for not
speaking in Marathi. They are
also heard accusing him of mis-
behaving with women and
speaking rudely and arrogantly.

Govt will not
tolerate violence
in the name of
language dispute,
says CM Fadnavis

New Delhi, Mumbai, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on
Thursday said violence in the
name of language dispute will
notbe tolerated and dealt firmly.
Speaking in Marathi at the JNU
in Delhi, Fadnavis said, “There is
no dispute between Hindi and
Marathi. While one should be
proud of Marathi, which is not
only the mother tongue of
Marathi people but also a clas-
sical language, one cannot ignore
other Indian languages.”

The CM laid the foundation
stone for the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Special Centre for
Security and Strategic Studies,
planned under the School of
International Studies.

Meanwhile, Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar called for greater respect for
the state’s language and culture,
particularly from those who have
migrated from other parts of India.
Pawar emphasised that every
state has its own linguistic iden-
tity. “In every state, the language
of that particular region is impor-
tantand should be respected and
given priority,” he said. ENS
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The notification laid out the
wide jurisdiction of the new
Cooperation Ministry: Framing
policy to coordinating coopera-
tion activities across sectors;
strengthening the cooperative
movement and deepening its
reach; promoting a “cooperative-
based economic development
model”; winding up of coopera-
tive societies with objects not
confined to one state; and train-
ing of personnel of cooperative
departments and institutions.

Addressing an event to mark
four years of the Cooperation
Ministry at Anand in Gujarat on
July 6, Shah said that PM Modi
had “breathed new life” into
more than 8.4 lakh cooperative
societies, connecting about 31
crore people.

The growth

The government’s emphasis
on cooperatives, alsoreflected in
the choice of Shah tolead it, is un-
derstandable from the perspec-
tive of the sector’s significant
contribution to the economy, and
as a source of employment for
millions of people.

In the last four years, the
ministry has seen several big ini-
tiatives, including the Multi-
State Cooperative Societies Act,
2023, that ushered in three new
cooperative bodies, including
National Cooperative Exports
Limited (NCEL), with plans for
“the world’s largest grain stora
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah unveils the National
Cooperation Policy-2025 at the Atal Akshay Urja Bhawan in

New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

diversify, their business activities
now cover more than 25 fields,
including dairy, fishery, floricul-
ture, setting up of godowns, pro-
curement of foodgrains, fertiliz-
ers, seeds, LPG/CNG/petrol/diesel
distributorship, short-term and
long-term credit, fair price shops,
and Common Service Centres
which help people access gov-
ernment benefits.

Former Kerala-cadre IAS of-
ficer Devendra Kumar Singh,
who served as the first Secretary
of the Cooperation Ministry in
2021-22, and is now the chair-
person of the Cooperative
Election Authority says it has
helped bring transparency into
the system - “in conduct of elec-
tions, increasing accountability
of elected members to reforms

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvqPnxvwWb3AgyS8mydHligning bye-laws of soci-

scheme” and two lakh new
Multi-Purpose Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies.
Earlier this month, Shah laid
the foundation stone of India’s
first national cooperative univer-
sity,and advocated that cooper-
ative education be included in
the secondary school curricula.
Ina statement on September
8, 2022, the Cooperation
Ministry said: “The cooperative
sector gives 20% of the total agri-
cultural credit of the country,
35% of the fertilizer distribution
is done by the cooperative sec-
tor, 25% of fertilizer production,
31% of sugar production, more
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PMLA CASE AGAINST ROBERT VADRA

Land deal cancellation
was illegally revoked
by ex-Haryana CM
Hooda: ED to Court

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

HARYANA'S FORMER Chief
Minister and Congress leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda "illegally”
revoked the cancellation of aland
deal in Shikohpur, Gurugram,
which was carried out in 2008 in
favour of Robert Vadra, alleged the
Enforcement Directorate beforea
Delhi court on Thursday.

"The mutation was cancelled
by the then Director General of
Land Consolidation and Land
records-cum-Inspector-General
of Registration of Haryana (IAS
Ashok Khemka)... the cancella-
tion was revoked illegally by
Haryana's CM," said ED's Special
Counsel Zoheb Hossain before
the court of Special Judge
Sushant Changotra.

The deal being mentioned
here was the purchase of 3.5
acres of land in Shikohpur from
Onkareshwar Properties for37.5
crore in 2008 and selling the land
to DLF four years later for 358
crore by a company named
Skylight Hospitality, whose di-
rector was Vadra.

"There were irregularities
such as false declarations. This
company had no capacity to pay.
Ithad onlyX1 lakhinits capital...
the actual payment was made
later leading to evasion of stamp
duty," Hossain, who was accom-
panied by ED's Special Public
Prosecutor NK Matta, argued.

The ED was arguing on its
chargesheet, which was filed last
Thursday against Vadra and 10
others (eight companies and two

persons). The chargesheet was
filed a day after the agency at-
tached 43 immovable properties
linked to Vadra, Sky Light
Hospitality Pvt Ltd and others.

"The seller never encashed
the cheque. The buyer didn't have
the capacity to buy. The govern-
ment was cheated of revenues
and stamp duties worth 345 lakh
were evaded," Hossain said.

"The real transaction was 15
crores, not 7.5 crores.. . all the pro-
ceeds of crime flowed to compa-
nies owned by Vadra," he added.

According to sources, the ED's
chargesheet alleged that the sale
deed "falsely" stated that the pay-
ment was received via cheque,
which was actually never en-
cashed. The chargesheet also
states, as per sources, that the
stamp duty worth %45 lakh was
evaded via misdeclaration. The
ED has quantified the total pro-
ceeds of crime to be worth I58
crore tentatively.

The chargesheet claims that
there was pressure on
Directorate of Town and Country
Planning (DTCP) officials from
higher authorities to accelerate
the process, say sources. "All pvt.
Itd. companies were converted
into LLPs (limited liability part-
nerships) ...as the former have
more disclosure requirements,”
Hossain argued before the Court.

The matter will now be heard
onJuly 31 and the ED will outline
the individual roles of all the ac-
cused persons in the case. After
the ED has concluded its argu-
ments, the Judge is likely to de-
cide whether to take cognizance
of the chargesheet or not.

than 10% of milk production is
done through cooperatives,
more than 13% procurement of
wheat and more than 20% of the
procurement of paddy is done
by the cooperative sector, and
more than 21% of the fisher-
men's business is done by coop-
erative societies.”

The formation of the NCEL has
also opened up the export sector
for cooperatives. Within months
of its establishment, the NCEL re-
ceived orders of rice and wheat
from several countries, amount-
ing to a total of Rs 5,000 crore.

With Primary Agriculture
Cooperative Societies allowed to

eties with the Act and Rules”.

The evolution

The history of the cooperative
sector dates back to before
Independence, with a Cooperative
Credit Societies Act enacted in
1904. Within a few years, there
was an exponential expansion in
the sector, with the number of so-
cieties registered underitincreas-
ing to 5,300 and their member-
ship to over 3 lakh by 1911.

On December 14, 1946, eight
months before the country got
Independence, the Khera District
Cooperative Milk Producers Milk
Union, or Amul, was registered.

READY FOR VIJAY DIWAS

Preparations underway ahead of the Kargil Vijay Diwas celebrations on July 26, at Kargil War
Memorial on Thursday. P11

After Independence, the co-
operative sector retained a
prominent place in Five Year
Plans. The year 2002, when the
NDA was in power under A B
Vajpayee, saw a new focus on the
cooperative sector, with the gov-
ernment modifying the Multi-
State Cooperative Societies Act
and releasing a National
Cooperative Policy. The same
year, the law was amended for
direct funding of cooperatives.

In 2011, under the UPA gov-
ernment, the 97th Constitutional
amendment was passed, provid-
ing constitutional status to coop-
erative societies. The new coop-
erative policy is another step in
the right direction, said Dr K K
Tripathy, Joint Secretary,
Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister, who earlier
worked with the Cooperation
Ministry. “It is expected to help
achieve goals for all-round coop-
erative development.”

Cooperatives & politics

Cooperatives have long
played an important role in the
country's rural economy, and po-
litical parties that control these
have traditionally held a hold on
the region electorally.

One of the focus areas of the
Cooperation Ministry under
Shah, in fact, has been expand-
ing the network to states like UP
and Bihar.  FULLREPORTON
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RENUKASWAMY MURDER CASE

SC reserves

order on plea
against actor
Darshan’s bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
reserved its decisiononanappeal
by the Karnataka Government to
cancel the bail granted to actor
Darshan Thoogudeepa in the
Renukaswamy murder case, even
asitreiterated its displeasure over
the approach of the high court,
which granted him the relief.

Darshanwas arrested on June
11,2024, for his alleged role in the
June 9 murder of a fan,
Renukaswamy, who allegedly
stalked and abused his close
friend and actor Pavitra Gowdaon
social media. The members of his
gang and Gowda were arrested af-
ter investigations revealed that
the actor allegedly paid afew men
for the murder in Bengaluru.

On December 13, 2024, the
Karnataka HC granted regular
bail to him, Gowda, co-accused
Pradoosh Rao, Jagadish alias
Jaggu, Anu Kumar, Lakshman M,
and Nagaraju K.

‘A matter of concern’

A bench of Justices | B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan
wondered if the high court would
have a similar approachinall bail
pleas before it. Justice Pardiwala
asked Senior Advocate Siddharth
Dave, who appeared for Darshan,
“Ina lighter vein, don't you think
the High Court has basically dic-
tated an order of acquittal of all 7
(of the 17 accused names in the
chargesheet)?”

“There are ways and ways of
assigning reasons. The mannerin
which the high court has dictated
the order, very sorry to say, but
does the high court dictate the
same type of orders in all bail ap-
plications? What is troubling us
is the approach of the high
court!... Thatis the understand-
ing of the learned judge? And that
too from the high court? We can
understand a session judge com-
mitting such mistakes. A high

Actor Darshan Thoogudeepa

court judge committing such a
mistake!” the judge added.
Though Dave tried to defend
the HC order, saying the findings
are only preliminary, Justice
Pardiwala said, "It is a question
of perverse prima facie exercise
of discretion. We are trying to ex-
amine, while exercising discre-
tion, whether the high court has
applied its mind judiciously.
That's a matter of concern. We
will not commit the same mis-
take as the high court did. We
will not give any judgment for
conviction or acquittal.”

Eyewitness statement

Appearing for the state,
Senior Advocate Siddharth
Luthra narrated the sequence of
events and the nature of evi-
dence against the accused actor.
Luthra added that while Darshan
was in jail, two more cases were
registered against him, and after
coming out on bail, he was seen
in the company of prosecution
witnesses. The court referred to
the two eyewitnesses in the case
and asked if their statements
were corroborated.

Luthra said the prosecution
had recovered photos of the ac-
tor with other accused from the
phone of an eyewitness.

The court asked when the
photograph was taken, to which
Luthrasaid it was takenimmedi-
ately after the assault. “So after the
assault, the person clicks a photo
with the actor?” asked Justice
Pardiwala, adding it’s “unbeliev-
able.” Luthraattributed it toa kind
of cult worship for actors.

Bombay HC orders ‘mandatory’ immersion of PoP’
idols up to 6 feet in artificial tanks across Maharashtra

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, JULY 24

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday directed that Ganesh
idols made of Plaster of Paris
(PoP), and those less than 6 feet
in height, will "necessarily” and
"mandatorily” be immersed in
artificial water bodies across
Maharashtra.

This paves the way for the
immersion of largeridols in nat-
ural water bodies during the
Ganesh Utsav next month as
permitted under the state's new
policy.

The high court was hearing a
PIL against the immersion of PoP

SECURITY FORCES’ NEW STRATEGY BEARS FRUIT

06 Maoists with combined bounty of
{2.54 crore surrender in a day in Bastar

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, JULY 24

AS MANY as 66 Maoists, includ-
ing 49 with a combined bounty
of Rs 2.54 crore, surrendered be-
fore the police in five districts of
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region on
Thursday.

With this, the total number
of surrendered Maoists in the
last 18 months, which saw an
unprecedented number of anti-
Maoist operations, rose to 1,570
— a significant increase when
compared to the 2022-2023 pe-
riod, when 813 had surrendered.

Thursday’s surrenders comes
amid a new initiative from the
security forces, called “Poona
Margham”, a Gondi term that
means “new path”. Under this
initiative, the security forces will

focus more on reaching out to
families of Maoists for help in
persuading them to surrender.

The seniormost Maoist cadre
to surrender on Thursday was
37-year-old RamannaIrpa, alias
Jagdish, alias Vikesh, who was a
Dandakaranya Special Zonal
Committee (DKSZC) member
carrying a reward of Rs 25 lakh.

A resident of Basaguda in
Bijapur district, Ramanna had
been active for two decades and
has atleast 30 cases against him,
including murders.

On the effort that went into
getting him to surrender, a po-
lice source said, “We were trying
to get him to surrender for three
months. We had contacted his
family and were persuading
them to get him to surrender,
and finally, he surrendered with
his family’s help.”

Giving credit to the Poona
Margham initiative for the large
number of surrenders on
Thursday, Inspector General of
Police for Bastar range, Sundarraj
P, said, “Our repeated appeals to
Maoist cadres to give up violence
and return to the mainstream
are showing encouraging results.
The surrender of 66 cadres, in-
cluding a state-level committee
member, across five districtsina
single day is a strong indication
that the Naxal outfit is approach-
ingitsend.”

Bijapur SP Jitendra Yadav
said, “With the establishment of
new security camps in interior
regions and improved access to
roads, transport, drinking water,
electricity,and other public wel-
fare schemes, development is
now reaching the remotest vil-
lages. Widespread disillusion-

idols in natural water sources,
along with pleas filed by associ-
ations of Ganesh idol makers
challenging the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) guidelines
banning the immersion of such
idols in natural water bodies.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Alok Aradhe and Justice
Sandeep V Marne noted in the
order that the interim arrange-
ment will also be applicable to
Navratri celebrations, the Maghi
Ganesh festival, as well as all fes-
tivals involving idol immersions,
until March 2026.

On Wednesday, the state
government informed the high
court about its July 21 policy
guidelines for the immersion of

ment with Maoist ideology, in-
creasing internal conflicts within
the outfit, and a strong desire to
live a peaceful and secure family
life are among the primary rea-
sons behind these surrenders.”

While surrendering with
weapons makes the cadres eligi-
ble for cash rewards, a senior offi-
cer said none of the 66 had done
so0. “None of them surrendered
with weapons. They never sur-
render with weaponsas they fear
their families will be targeted by
Maoists, which has happened in
the past,” the officer said.

The surrendered cadres in-
clude one DKSZC member, four
divisional committee members,
10 People’s Liberation Guerilla
Army (PLGA) cadres, 15 area
committee members, seven lo-
cal organisation squad mem-
bers, and 29 other rank cadres.

PoPidols. Under the new policy,
idols less than five feet will be
mandatorily immersed in artifi-
cial water bodies. The govern-
ment also said that those ex-
ceeding five feet in height may
be permitted to be immersed in
natural water bodies such as
lakes, rivers, and the sea in case
no alternative immersion facil-
ity is available.

"The policy of the state gov-
ernment can be said to be a step
in the right direction. However,
we cannot lose sight of the fact
that over 7,000 PoP idols above
5 feet will be immersed in natu-
ral bodies. The court has to make
an endeavour that the impacton
immersion of idols on the envi-

ronment is reduced to a bare
minimum. We therefore direct
that instead of 5 feet, idols up to
6 feet shall necessarily be im-
mersed in artificial water bod-
ies," the bench said in the order.

New arrangements,

logistical issues

After being informed that, ac-
cording to the CPCB's expert
committee, its guidelines were
"always advisory in nature," the
Bombay High Court on June 9
lifted the ban on the manufac-
ture and sale of idols made of
PoP. However, the court stated
that the idols would not be im-
mersed in natural bodies with-
out obtaining permission from

the HC and sought the state's
policy on immersion.

On Wednesday, after perus-
ing the state's guidelines, the
court asked the state govern-
ment and the BMCif it was pos-
sible to create artificial tanks for
immersion of PoP idols up to 7
or 8 feet in height.

OnThursday, senior advocate
Milind Sathe, while representing
BMC, informed the court that
while 85,306 Ganesh idols of less
than 5 feet wereimmersed in ar-
tificial tanks in the city last year,
with the new state mandate, suit-
able arrangements for immers-
ingall 195,306 (1.10lakh in addi-
tion) suchidols in artificial ponds
will have to be made this year.

37 years after raping a minor,
Rajasthan man declared juvenile

The man, now 53, was convicted in February 1993

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JULY 24

THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS after he
raped an 11-year-old girl in
Rajasthan’s Ajmer,a man was de-
clared ajuvenile by the Supreme
Court, which upheld his convic-
tion by lower courts but directed
him to appear before the Juvenile
Justice Board (J]B) instead.

The man, now almost 53, was
convicted and sentenced in
February 1993 by the Additional
Sessions Judge, Kishangarh,
Ajmer, for rape and wrongful con-
finement. This was upheld by the
Rajasthan HC in July last year.

However, his lawyers
claimed before the SC bench,
comprising Chief Justice B R
Gavai and Justice Augustine
George Masih, that he was a ju-

venile at the time of the incident
in November 1988. They said
that his date of birth is
September 14, 1972, and there-
fore, on the date of the incident,
his age would be 16 years 2
months and 3 days. Since he was
a juvenile, the proceedings as
held cannot sustain, especially
the sentence, they said.

They had also prayed that an
inquiry be held to determine his
age “so that he may get the ben-
efits of the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act,
2000 and the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children)
Rules, 2007.” InJanuary this year,
the SCdirected the Ajmer District
and Sessions Judge to conductan
inquiry into the claims of the pe-
titioner, complete its findings in
eight weeks and report to the SC.
After the school admission and

other documents confirmed his
date of birth in September 1972,
the SCruled, “The Appellant was
therefore a juvenile on the date
of commission of the crime.”
With the issue of age not be-
ing raised in earlier courts, the SC
said that “authoritative judg-
ments passed by this Court ...
(have) categorically held that the
plea of juvenility can be raised
before any court and has to be
recognised at any stage, even af-
ter disposal of the case.”
“Consequently, the sentence
as imposed by the Trial Court
and upheld by the HC will have
to be set aside, as the same can-
not sustain. We order accord-
ingly,” the SC said, referring the
case to the Board for passing ap-
propriate orders and directed
the man to appear before the
Board on September 15, 2025.
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Unpacking National Sports Governance Bill, now in LS

An eminent sports lawyer explains the significance and key aspects of the proposed legislation and flags some areas of caution to Mihir Vasavda

EXPLAINED
INTERVIEW

NANDAN KAMATH

THE NATIONAL Sports Governance Bill intro-
duced by Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya in Lok Sabha on Wednesday pro-
poses two major changes in the way sport is
governed in the country.

One, formation of a National Sports Board
with sweeping powers to lay down rules and
oversee the functioning of federations, including
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCl).

Two, setting up a National Sports Tribunal
with powers of a civil court to decide a range of
disputes from selections of athletes to federa-
tion elections. Appeals against Tribunal deci-
sions shall lie to the Supreme Court.

Why was a Bill like this needed?
The need for a sports regulator was
mentioned by the Draft Comprehensive

National Sports Policy 2007. The National
Sports Board has proposed a SEBI-type body
to establish a unified national structure for
sport. (The Securities and Exchange Board of
India is the statutory regulatory body for
the securities market.)

Many of the provisions and structures in
the Bill owe their origin to the National Sports
Development Bills that were drafted, but not
passed, in the early part of the last decade.
You can draw a straight line from these to sig-
nificant portions of the Bill.

With a National Sports Board, the regu-
latory capacity of the government in sports
will increase. The institution will have a
budget and can hire specialised staff with le-
gal and auditing expertise, for instance, to
evaluate how the 56 National Sports
Federations and their affiliates are being run.

In the absence of legislation, the Sports
Code of 2011 has been the administrative in-
strument to establish standards for the gov-
ernment’s recognition of National Sports
Federations. In the absence of statutory back-
ing and regulatory institutions, this was always
going to be a stopgap measure,and the history
of its implementation has been chequered.

This regulatory failure led to extensive ju-
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WHYASTRONG ROUBLE ISADOUBLE-
EDGED SWORD FORRUSSIA

THE RUSSIAN rouble’s 45% rise against
the US dollar since the start of the year
has made it one of the world’s best per-
forming currencies — but the sharp ap-
preciation is proving to be a double-
edged sword for the heavily sanctioned
Russian economy. Here’s why.

Why has the rouble risen so much
against the dollar?

The rise is driven primarily by the
Russian central bank’s tight monetary
policy and optimism after US-Russia talks
in February raised hopes for a peace set-
tlement in Ukraine.

Interest rates on rouble deposits have
also soared above 20%, making the cur-
rency attractive to savers and as a spec-
ulative trade for its yield. At the same
time, high borrowing costs have slowed
imports, reducing demand for foreign
currency.

The weakness of the US currency,
whose index lost 6.6% since President
Donald Trump’s “Liberation Day” tariff
announcement on April 2, has also
helped the rouble.

Although the central bank says there
is a freely floating exchange rate, it has
been selling the Chinese yuan, its only
major intervention tool, to support the
rouble. When the rouble strengthens
against the yuan, its rate against the dol-
lar strengthens as well to avoid arbitrage.

Why is a strong rouble a ‘double-
edged’ sword?

The strength of the rouble means
that dollar-denominated energy rev-
enues generate fewer roubles for the
Russian budget. A weaker rouble would
boost budget revenues. The 2025 budget
assumes an average rate of 94.3 roubles
per dollar, but the current rate is around
78.1f the rouble stays strong, analysts es-
timate the budget could lose 2.4% of its
revenues this year.

Russian businesses also argue a strong
rouble is making exports more expensive
to buyers in dollars and other currencies.
Exporters, from oil to metals to agricul-
ture, are hurting. A stronger rouble makes
their revenues shrink. Many officials and
business leaders say they would prefer a
rate of 100 to the dollar.

However, Elvira Nabiullina, the gover-
nor of the central bank, argues that a

Elvira Nabiullina is the Governor of
the Bank of Russia. Reuters

softer currency would be a sign of eco-
nomic vulnerability.

Nabiullina, who on Friday announces
the latest interest rate decision, says the
exchange rate is not just there to please
exporters, stressing that the strong rouble
is a product of the tight monetary policy
needed to fight stubbornly high inflation.

What lies ahead?

Analysts have warned for months
that the rouble is overvalued, but the
currency has defied their forecasts so far.
The central bank is widely expected to
cutinterest rates at its upcoming meet-
ing. If it does, market rates will fall as
well, prompting savers to pull money
from rouble deposits. That could
weaken the currency.

A bigger test looms in early
September, when a 50-day deadline set
by US President Donald Trump for
Russia to show progress toward peace
in Ukraine expires. If new US sanctions
targeting buyers of Russian oil follow,
the rouble could come under renewed
pressure.

The last time the rouble weakened
significantly was in November 2024, after
Washington sanctioned Gazprombank,
which had handled oil and gas payments.

A source close to the central bank
pointed to Reuters that when the regula-
tor cut the key rate from 17% to 11% be-
tween February and July 2015, the rou-
ble took several months to weaken
gradually. This is the regulator's expecta-
tion this time.

REUTERS

dicial intervention in the affairs of sports bod-
ies, especially with many federations being
obviously run quite poorly. However, many
court cases have remained unresolved for
years; in some cases, courts have themselves
walked back judgments.

Numerous federations are being run by
ad hoc bodies, and almost every federation
election is now challenged in court. This is
not sustainable.

The end goal of judicial inter-
vention is public interest. While
cleaning the [Augean] stablesisa

SPORT

Of course, any tribunal will need well-
qualified, independent-minded members.

Is there a similar concern for the
National Sports Board?

The powers proposed to be vested in the
Board have always been there with the
Sports Ministry. Having the Board as a statu-
tory public institution with a defined role
and obligations will increase
public scrutiny and trans-
parency on how these powers
are exercised.

means, the desired end must al-
ways be healthier sports institutions.

We are presuming that the Tribunal will
stay independent and free of conflicts.

Indeed, many will say ‘oh, not one more
tribunal!” when many of our tribunals have
not been successful. But while this will be a
first for sportin India, standalone dispute res-
olution chambers and tribunals is the model
followed in sport globally.

Having time-bound procedures and
sports-aware people in dispute resolution is
preferable to keep sport healthy and mov-
ing forward.

The other type of public
transparency comes through information
about sports bodies. It is currently not easy
toidentify the appropriate district sports fed-
eration for a particular sport. For someone
who wants to play the sport competitively,
or someone who would like to hold an event
or sponsor or partner, it is often difficult to
determine which body to deal with.

The Bill proposes that the Board will reg-
ister all affiliated units of the NSFs. This step
of ‘governance through information’ by the
Board can lead to ‘governance through stan-
dard-setting’ — like SEBI does with listing
standards — and ‘governance through frame-

work alignment’ whereby the system comes
together to work in unison.

Why has the age limit for administrators
been raised to 75, and tenures done away
with?

It has been argued that various conces-
sions are needed to enable more Indian ad-
ministrators to be on international sports
bodies, in leadership positions. It has been
suggested that it takes time and experience
to understand the administration locally,and
to then establish oneself internationally.

Such perceived benefits must be bal-
anced with the obvious risks of entrench-
ment and institutional capture. It is impor-
tant to tread carefully.

The BCCI has so far not been under the
government. How does that change?

Idon’t know the government’s formal po-
sition on this, but it has been reported that
the intention is for the BCCI to also come un-
der the ambit of the law, even though it has
never been recognised as an NSF thus far.

A material change will be with regard to
existing age and tenure clauses. The BCCI
constitution allows a maximum of three
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terms of three years each in the BCCl or a
state association after which an office bearer
cannot be elected again.

Another question is whether the BCCl be-
comes an Indian Olympic Association (I0A)
member given the inclusion of the sport in
the forthcoming Olympics.

Does the Bill take away the right of
athletes to go to court for redressal of
their grievances?

According to the Bill, the first port of call
for disputes is the internal dispute resolution
chamber, followed by the Tribunal in appeal.
This is in line with international sports dis-
pute resolution structures. For instance, in
the FIFA system, all participants from play-
ers to clubs are barred from approaching the
ordinary courts in any country. You have to
use the FIFA or member association dispute-
resolution chambers, and appeals lie only to
the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

A mature sports dispute-resolution
process is deliberately intended to be kept
separate from the court structure. Keeping
dispute resolution accessible, financially vi-
able and fair to athletes will be a critical as-
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ICJ’s climate ruling

The court has held that countries are under a legal obligation to take steps to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. The ruling is not binding — but it could move the needle on international climate action

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

THE INTERNATIONAL Court of Justice (IC])
delivered a landmark ruling on Wednesday
that can breathe new life into the climate
movement, and potentially open the flood-
gates for litigation seeking greater account-
ability from countries on climate action.

The Hague-based court, which is the
main judicial branch of the United Nations,
has held that countries are under a legal ob-
ligation to take steps to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, and could be held liable to pay
compensation if they failed to do so.

The ruling has come in the form of an ad-
visory opinion of the court, and does not on
its own impact any country immediately. It
cannonetheless have significantimplications
for the global fight against climate change.

By making it clear that climate action is
not just a policy imperative for countries but
alegally-binding commitment under inter-
national law, the ruling strengthens the po-
sition of developing countries and everyone
else advocating enhanced climate action
from the rich and industrialised world.

The ruling was delivered ina case resulting
from a resolution passed by the UN General
Assembly in March 2022, seeking the advi-
sory opinion of the court on climate change.

The UNGA wanted the IC] to address two
very specific questions: (i) what are the ob-
ligations of countries under international law
to protect the climate system and, (ii) what
are the legal consequences for countries that
do not fulfil their obligations.

Ruling of the court

The court examined the provisions of the
three climate treaties — the 1994 UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, and the
2015 Paris Agreement — and several other
environment-related international laws that
have a bearing on the climate system.

These include the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the 1987 Montreal
Protocol for protecting ozone, the 1992
Convention on Biodiversity and the 1994
Convention to Combat Desertification.
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Activists demonstrate outside the IC] in the Hague on Wednesday. AP

The court concluded that climate action
was not a matter of choice or preference, but
a legal obligation: countries were obligated
to take measures that contributed to the re-
duction of greenhouse gas emissions. In ad-
dition, rich and industrialised countries in
Annexure I of the UNFCCC had an obligation
to take the lead on emissions reduction, and
facilitate technology and financial transfers
to developing countries.

It identified several other obligations of
countries, and said that failure to fulfil them
would constitute “an internationally wrong-
ful act” which could have legal consequences.
These could include being held liable to pro-
vide full reparation to countries that suffer
on account of climate disasters, or other im-
pacts of climate change. Countries could be
held liable even for the irresponsible actions
of private businesses or corporations, if they
had failed to exercise due diligence and not
taken adequate regulatory or legislative
measures to prevent the irresponsible be-
haviour of private actors, the court held.

Significance of ruling

The advisory opinion of the IC] is not in-
ternational law, and it is not binding on coun-
tries. However, it is the most authoritative
interpretation of international law on the
subject, and it is likely to be relied upon by

courts around the world in deciding matters
that come before them.

This ruling is expected to put the spot-
light back on climate change. Inrecent years,
progress on the global fight against climate
change has been severely undermined by the
lack of adequate action by countries, partic-
ularly those in the developed world. The
emissions reduction targets for 2030 will al-
most certainly be missed.

The withdrawal of the US, the world’s
biggest historical emitter and a major laggard
nation on climate action, from the Paris
Agreement has puta question mark on the fu-
ture of cooperative global action on climate.
The credibility of international climate negoti-
ations is at stake, with developing countries,
particularly the most vulnerable ones, very up-
set over their concerns being ignored.

The ICJ’s advisory opinion does not di-
rectly set right any of these. Several parts of
the ruling could be difficult or impractical to
implement, and these are likely to be hotly
contested in courts. What the opinion has
done though, is to reaffirm the legal sanctity
of the provisions and principles mentioned
ininternational laws on climate change, and
declared that non-adherence to these could
be reason to impose penalties on countries.

This isimportant because the climate ac-
tions mandated under the UNFCCC or the

Paris Agreement are, barring a few, largely
suggestive in nature, and there are no con-
sequences for countries for non-compliance.

For example, the US suffered no conse-
quences for pulling out of the Paris
Agreement, and the developed countries as
a whole got away with not meeting their fi-
nance obligations. Most developed countries
did not meet their emissions reduction tar-
gets under the Kyoto Protocol either, and
some of them walked out of the treaty —
again without any consequences.

The ICJ] has not spelt out the conse-
quences for any of these countries. That will
be for other courts to decide, if any such mat-
ter comes before them.

The I(J's opinion that countries that suffer
from climate impacts — it calls them “injured
states” — are entitled not just to compensation,
but full reparation, is a major development.
Developed nations reluctantly acknowledge
that small and vulnerable countries require as-
sistance, financial and otherwise, to deal with
climate disasters, but reject any suggestion of
liability, compensation, or reparations.

With this, the IC] has strongly endorsed
the concept of loss and damage in climate
laws, which call upon developed countries
to take the lead in raising financial and other
support to help countries recover from im-
pacts of climate change. This is likely to trig-
ger a wave of litigation seeking compensa-
tion from the developed countries. Corporate
polluters too are likely to be taken to court.

The advisory opinion is likely to be con-
tested — and not just by the developed world.

Forexample, the IC] has opined that merely
initiating some climate actionsis not sufficient
compliance with the obligations of countries—
the scale or magnitude of these actionsis open
to scrutiny. However, under the Paris
Agreement, countries are free to decide their
climate actions, and the only requirement is
thatevery subsequent set of actions mustbea
progression on the previous ones. There is no
provision to ascertain the sufficiency of a coun-
try’s climate action, or the lack thereof.

The actual impact of the ruling will be-
come evident only when it begins to be cited
as precedent in individual cases on climate-
related disputes, and from the treatment that
it receives from governments.

India-UK FTA promises a cheaper peg: the story and history of Scotch whisky

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

INDIA AND the UK signed a landmark Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) on Thursday which
will, among other things, bring down tariffs
on Scotch whisky from 150% to 75% immedi-
ately, and to 40% over the next 10 years.
India is a “priority growth
market” for the industry, ac-
cording to trade group Scotch
Whisky Association. What is

CULTURE

John of Rupescissa recorded the preserva-
tive properties of the distillate of wine,
which he called aqua vitae. “John...notes
how meat left in the open air quickly begins
to rot, but when immersed in alcohol it is
preserved indefinitely...,” Johns Hopkins
University professor Lawrence M Principe
wrote in The Secrets of Alchemy (2012).

In the 15th century, aqua vitae “might be
drunk by royalty and the nobil-
ity but it was not yet by any
means the drink of the people”,
Michael Brander wrote in The

Scotch,and whatisits history?

Alchemical origins

The word “whisky” comes from the
Gaelic uisge beatha or usquebaugh which de-
rive from the Medieval Latin aqua vitae,
meaning “water of life”. While the Scots and
the Irish disagree on the geographical
provenance of whisky, its alchemical ori-
gins are beyond dispute.

In the Consideration of the Fifth Essence
of All Things, the 14th century alchemist

Original Scotch: A History of
Scotch Whisky from the Earliest Days (1975).

Whisky becomes whisky

As techniques of distillation improved and
became widespread in Scotland during the
16th century, the production of aqua vitae
grew, and so did its reputation of having me-
dicinal properties. Raphael Holinshed’s 1578
text Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland
said: “Beying moderatelie taken, it sloweth
age,; it strengtheneth youthe; it helpeth di-

AFEW WHISKY WORDS

SCOTCH WHISKY is defined as “a
spirit distilled in Scotland from water
and malted barley (to which only
whole grains of other cereals may be
added), fermented by the action of
yeast and matured for at least three
years in oak casks in Scotland”, by the
Scotch Whisky Regulations, 2009.

THE AGE statement on a bottle of
Scotch refers to the youngest whisky
in the blend or batch. A bottle with no
age statement has been matured for
three years.

gestion... it abandoneth melancholie; it rel-
isheth the harte; it lighteneth the mynde; it
quickeneth the spirites... trulie it is a
soueraigne liquor” (quoted by Brander).

By the 17th century, the term uisge beatha

SINGLE MALTS are made exclusively
of malted barley, and are produced at
asingle distillery using pot stills.

SINGLE GRAIN Scotch is made from a
mixture of malted barley and other
grains such as corn or wheat, and
distilled at a single distillery using
continuous column stills.

BLENDED SCOTCH is a combination
of single malt whisky and single grain
whisky from different distilleries. This
is the most sold Scotch whisky.

was being used to refer to a spirit distilled
from barley, the forerunner of whisky as we
know today. “Crude though it may have been,
often mixed with cinnamon and herbs, or
sometimes with honey and oatmeal, to make
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it palatable, the modern whisky was slowly
developing,” Brander wrote.

Highland, Lowland whiskies

In 1644, the Scots Parliament introduced
aduty “on everie pynt of aquavytie or strong
watteris sold within the country” indicat-
ing that the spirit must have become fairly
commonplace in Scotland by then. Such
regulations would also shape how whisky
developed differently in the different geo-
graphical regions of Scotland.

In the northern Highlands, where en-
forcement of duties was lax, anillicit whisky
economy thrived. The whisky here remained
truer to its origins — malted barley, often
peated, was the grain of choice, which gave
Highland whiskies their distinctive bold and
smoky flavours.

Lowland distillers, on the other hand, had
no option but to pay the duties. This led to
them experimenting with grains other than
barley, since by the 18th century, duties pri-
marily targeted the raw material rather than
the finished product. Unlike Highland “sin-

glemalts”, Lowland whiskies often comprise
amix of grains including wheat and corn.

Nineteenth century boom

Three factors cemented Scotch whisky’s
worldwide popularity in the 19th century.
First was the development of the column
stillin the 1830s, which allowed for the man-
ufacture of far greater quantities of whisky at
a time than the old pot still. While high-end
distillers still use pot stills, the column still
paved the way for commercial production.
Second was the shortage of wine and
brandy around the 1870s-1880s, primarily
due to the scourge of phylloxera, a parasitic
insect, that ravaged vineyards across France.
“The English who had hitherto relied on
brandy as their after-dinner drink were
ready for a substitute...,” Brander wrote.
Third was colonialism, which took it to
countries around the globe — including
India — where native elites took to the drink,
often to ape the colonial masters.
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained
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INVOLVES US ALL

CLOSING THE DFAL

India-UK trade pact could serve as a template as Delhi presses
ahead with agreements with others, including US and EU

N THURSDAY, INDIA and the UK signed the Comprehensive Economic and

Trade Agreement that has been many years in the making. Leaders of both

countries exuded confidence that the agreement would open up markets

and bring enormous benefits to their countries. The goal is to double bilat-
eral trade between the nations from roughly $56 billion now. The signing of the deal was
accompanied by the unveiling of the UK-India Vision 2035 — which envisages greater
engagement in areas such as defence, tech and education, indicating a desire to deepen
the relationship between the two countries.

Through this trade agreement, said to be one of the most comprehensive deals that
Delhi has entered into, India has indicated its willingness to bring down its tariffs substan-
tially as it seeks to integrate more closely with developed countries and encourage more
investment into the country. Delhi’s high tariff walls have been criticised by others, includ-
ing the US. The Office of the United States Trade Representative had recently noted that
India’s average applied tariff rate was 17 per cent, while that on agricultural products was
even higher at 39 per cent. As per reports, under this new deal, the average tariffs on British
products will fall from 15 per cent to 3 per cent, which could potentially lead to a large in-
crease in UK exports. On the other hand, the agreement paves the way for “unprecedented
duty free access for 99 per cent of India's exports to the UK”, covering almost the entire
trade basket. This includes labour intensive segments such as textiles, leather, footwear
and gems and jewellery, as well as sectors like engineering goods and auto components.
Alongside, India has secured significant commitments on services and labour mobility.
The agreement increases market access in critical areas such as IT and IT-enabled services
as well as financial, legal, professional and educational services. The double contribution
convention agreement will help Indian professionals and their employers avoid making
social security payments in the UK, thereby bringing down the costs of doing business.

The India-UK deal comes at a time when the global trading architecture has been up-
ended by US President Donald Trump’s tariff policies. Trump has over the past few days
announced new deals with countries such as Japan, the Philippines and Indonesia, after
similar agreements with Britain and Vietnam, with the tariffs ranging between 10 and 20
per cent. In the case of India, even as talks continue, a deal remains elusive. India is also
negotiating a deal with the EU — as this paper has reported, the two sides have agreed to
seven out of 23 chapters in the agreement. The deal with the UK could serve as a template
for some of the issues, especially the more contentious ones. Delhi must press ahead with

these trade agreements as it seeks to integrate with global su%l chains more closely.
Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

STARVING GAZA

If Israel continues its starvation policy with impunity, it will be a
severe blow to rules-based global order, its legitimacy

CCORDING TO GAZA'S Health Ministry, out of more than 55,000 people

killed since the war began in October 2023, at least 111 — most of them

children — have died from malnutrition. Over 40 of those deaths occurred

in just the past week. The head of the UN agency for Palestinian refugees
has reported that aid workers, including doctors, are collapsing from hunger while on
duty. For months, UN officials, humanitarian groups, and independent experts have been
flagging that Gaza’s more than two million residents stand on the brink of famine. This
catastrophe is neither natural nor inevitable — it is man-made and entirely preventable.
A joint letter signed this week by 109 aid agencies, including Doctors Without Borders,
Oxfam and Amnesty, has accused the Israeli government of deliberately obstructing the
flow of aid. The only aid points now operating in Gaza are four militarised hubs run by the
US- and Israeli-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation. These replaced the 400 UN-run
sites shut down by Israel over unproven claims that aid is being diverted by Hamas. In
the past month, more than 1,000 Palestinians have been killed while trying to access food
at these sites due to shelling and firing. Gazans are being forced to make a choice between
starving to death and risking being shot in a desperate attempt to feed themselves and
their families. This, while Israeli air strikes continue unabated.

Israel’s military objective is evidently to defeat Hamas. But the most vulnerable in
Israel's war, and on whom it is inflicting the greatest suffering, are the innocent men,
women and children of Gaza. Deliberately inflicting starvation on a people does much
more than violate international law — Israel is obligated to ensure that aid reaches the pop-
ulation. If it continues its starvation policy with impunity, it will be a severe blow to the
rules-based global order, its legitimacy.

International condemnation against Israel is rising, albeit belatedly. Earlier this week,
28 countries, including staunch allies like the UK, Australia, Canada and France, issued a
statement that deemed its “denial of essential humanitarian assistance” to be “unaccept-
able”. US Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff is in Italy this week, and will per-
haps fly to Qatar as well, in a renewed push for a ceasefire. But the world must do more.
Notwithstanding geopolitical rivalries over trade or territory, the international commu-
nity must urgently unite to put pressure on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to open
Gaza’s border crossings, and allow aid in.

BRINGING CENTRESTAGE

As artist and storyteller, Ratan Thiyam always
came back to Manipur

HAT IS IT like to be a storyteller in a state torn by conflict? Ratan

Thiyam, the doyen of Manipuri theatre who died on July 23 at the

age of 76, used to say, “ don’t want to be a politician. I am a theatre-

person and doing a production is enough for me.” He made plays
based on myths, wrapping his protest in metaphors of epic proportions. The audiences
who crowded the theatres to watch Thiyam’s plays had heard the stories of Abhimanyu,
Antigone and Ashoka before — and then, they heard them from him.

Chakravyuh, a 1984 play that propelled Thiyam to international acclaim, revolves
around Abhimanyu, who is trapped in a labyrinth created by hardened warriors. He dies
fighting a war he had not started. Thiyam, skilled in uniting every element of drama, from
visual and sound to costumes and lights, put out a spectacular narrative of war. He drew
audience attention to a less-discussed aspect of Manipur — how young people, as confi-
dent and courageous as Abhimanyu, were caught in a maze of political violence and in-
surgency. “I have to make plays based on myths, or nobody will take notice of me or my
work,” Thiyam once said. His plays were searing political commentaries that made au-
diences in the region, the country and in international forums understand the Manipuri
situation as a human tragedy.

In 1987, Thiyam was appointed director of the prestigious National School of Drama
in Delhi, his alma mater. A year later, he quit and returned to Imphal to work with his
group, Chorus Repertory Theatre, to tell stories. Though he travelled the world with his
theatre group, Thiyam always came back to Manipur. His plays were in Manipuri. His aes-
thetics showcased the culture of the state — traditions such as the Wari Liba, a Manipuri
storytelling form, Thang-Ta, a martial arts style, and pung or the Manipuri drum. He kept
Manipur in the imagination, his own and that of his audiences.
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Spell out LWE

Left Wing Extremism is a smokescreen. Maharashtra's

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE
BRUTE FORCE, NO MATTER HOW STRONGLY
APPLIED, CAN NEVER SUBDUE THE BASIC HUMAN
DESIRE FOR FREEDOM. — DALAI LAMA

new law could criminalise dissent in democracy

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

WHAT YOU REQUIRE is a dictionary, the
Supreme Court is reported to have told the
SIT in the Ali Khan Mahmudabad case re-
cently. Very soon, the courts may have to say,
what you need is a set of Political Science
books. The need to read Political Science lit-
erature may be necessitated by the mention
of Left Wing Extremism (LWE) in a bill
passed by the Maharashtra legislature in the
name of protecting public security.

Indeed, there is a separate section under
the Ministry of Home Affairs that deals with
LWE but one is not sure that there is a clear
legal definition of LWE. The MHA portal says
that LWE refers to organisations that are
banned and listed as an appendix to the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. But that
hardly satisfies the test of what conceptu-
ally constitutes LWE. Broad innuendos mak-
ing the rounds in the public domain refer to
Maoism. In operational terms, the provi-
sions refer to the use of violence for the over-
throw of the state. But since the Maharashtra
government now intends to incriminate Left
Wing ideology, the onus is on the govern-
ment to specify what it means by it.

In the absence of clarity, anyone can be
accused of subscribing to Left Wing ideol-
ogy, and then the police will be running from
one library to another for material on what
constitutes Left Wing ideas. The current dis-
pensation in Maharashtra and nationally is
allergic to the idea of the “Left”. Therefore,
it will do well to come forward and define
for legal purposes which ideas are construed
as Left and are hence liable to be proscribed.

Maoist violence in many parts of the
country has invited a reaction of repulsion
even among those who may have a leftward
leaning. That repulsion is tactically utilised
intellectually and cinematically by some
who employ the term “urban Naxal”. Even
the Maharashtra Chief Minister has repeat-
edly referred to urban Maoism. What is
overlooked is the distinction between those
who actively mobilise Maoist violence
against the state, those who sympathise
with such organisations and those who do
not endorse such violence but subscribe to
the idea that the stranglehold of capital over
state authority needs to be removed.

The other problem with the Maharashtra
law is that it incriminates a number of ac-

The most worrisome
provisions in this law
pertain to freedom of speech
and expression. True, we
routinely get a dose of
pontification from the
judiciary that freedom —
and freedom of expression,
in particular — is not
absolute. It is nobody’s case
that in the Indian context,
this freedom is absolute or
without constraints. But the
central question that
lawmakers and the judiciary
must answer is not whether
freedom of expression is or
should be absolute. The
question is whether
restraints on freedom of
expression can be random
and arbitrar
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tivities that are already proscribed by vari-
ous laws and thus there is a vicious duplica-
tion of legal instruments giving the execu-
tive and the police unseemly discretionary
powers on whether to book someone under
this law, under UAPA or a more routine law
penalising crime and violence. We regularly
witness instances of how executive discre-
tion results in overenthusiasm and even par-
tisan vendetta. The new law will be an ad-
ditional instrument to harass civil society.
Given that it precludes the bail provision and
recourse to lower courts, one can only imag-
ine its likely draconian effects.

Perhaps the most worrisome provisions
in this law pertain to freedom of speech and
expression. True, we routinely get a dose of
pontification from the judiciary that free-
dom — and freedom of expression, in par-
ticular — is not absolute. It is nobody’s case
that in the Indian context, this freedom is
absolute or without constraints. But the cen-
tral question that law-makers and the judi-
ciary must answer is not whether freedom
of expression is or should be absolute. The
question is whether restraints on freedom
of expression can be random and arbitrary.

Scholars of the Indian Constitution have
argued that writing down the restrictions
on the freedom of expression produces a
concrete limiting effect on the executive and
legislature. The written restrictions guaran-
tee that governments or state authorities
will not have unlimited powers to curb the
freedom of expression. Also, the constitu-
tional scheme of things requires the test of
reasonableness. Restrictions have to be rea-
sonable. Courts are therefore not to tell a cit-
izen what she should reasonably express but
to examine if the enforced limitations are
reasonable. In the backdrop of the judiciary’s
abdication of this sacrosanct duty, the pro-
visions in Maharashtra’s bill could be dan-
gerous and ill-intended.

Under this new law, “unlawful” activities
are defined as activities “by act or words...
or by sign or by visible representation”. In
other words, freedom of expression, besides
actual acts, is intended to be criminalised. As
a member of the legislature publicly stated
after the passage of the bill, holding semi-
nars (purportedly on objectionable matters,
in that lawmaker's view) will be punished

by the new law. Therein exists a dual danger.
One, any dog-whistling can easily activate
the police machinery, and there is no mech-
anism to first examine such random com-
plaints emanating from ideological or polit-
ical rivals before action is taken; the Advisory
Board comes into the picture only after ac-
tion is taken by the police. Two, any intellec-
tual activity can easily be brought under the
purview of unlawful activity.

What constitutes incitement to violence
will always be a ticklish issue legally, morally
and politically. For the sake of argument, let us
admit that “incitement” may be legitimately
criminalised. In that case, incitement against
minorities — indulged in even by some mem-
bers of the state government — should also
be criminalised. But since such perpetrators
are not Left Wing, this law would turn a blind
eye towards that incitement. As the new law
says, any acts through words that “constitute
danger to peace and tranquility”, “acts of gen-
erating fear and apprehension in the public”,
“preaching disobedience of law and its insti-
tutions” are construed as unlawful.

A plain reading of these phrases should
alert any citizen. Because, while the law
mentions LWE, these political acts are the
common language of democratic mobilisa-
tion and as such practically any social
worker can be booked for extending a verbal
criticism of authorities and appealing to cit-
izens to protest. Any stringent criticism can
be construed as endangering tranquility.
Thus, the language of “urban Naxal” is a
smokescreen. The tameness and intellectual
laziness of the Opposition in Maharashtrais
such that it is content with limiting the pow-
ers under this law to LWE. Inits abject mute-
ness, the Opposition in Maharashtra has
shown thatitis following in the footsteps of
the loyal Opposition in Gujarat.

Following legislation in Chhattisgarh,
Odisha etc, this law raises wider issues be-
yond being Left or non-Left. It is about the
idea of the state and protests: Whether the
state can be critiqued in a democracy and
whether a self-proclaimed democratic state
should be criminalising protest, dissentand
difference of opinion.

The writer, based in Pune,
taught Political Science

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

"I HE NEIGHBOURHOOD DOG

Animal Birth Control Rules are clear: They can be fed and need sterilisation

MEDIA REPORTS OF some of the questions
asked and observations made by a Supreme
Court (SC) bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta on July 15
have created a flutter. The bench was hear-
ing a petition by a Noida resident, Reema
Shah, against an order by the Allahabad High
Court on March 3. She reportedly ap-
proached the Court seeking directions to
the Noida Authority and others not to ha-
rass her, other feeders, as well as any other
institution that fed community dogs and an-
imals, both in her society and outside it in
Noida. The petitioner, the counsel said, was
subjected to harassment and was unable to
feed community dogs in line with the
Animal Birth Control Rules.

Rule 20 of the Animal Birth Control Rules,
2023 (popularly known as ABCRules) states,
“It shall be [the] responsibility of the
Resident Welfare Association or Apartment
Owner Association or Local Body's repre-
sentative of that area to make necessary
arrangement for feeding of community an-
imals residing in the premises or that area
involving the person residing in that area or
premises as the case may be, who feeds
those animals or intends to feed those ani-
mals and provides care to street animals as
a compassionate gesture.” It also contains
provisions seeking the safety and well-be-
ing of human beings in the area in the con-
text of feeding. Several judgments of the SC

Feeding ensures that dogs
are healthy and capable of
undergoing sterilisation. The
ABC Rules also mandate
sterilisation, which, as
experience in India and
abroad shows, is the only
way to stabilise the
population of street dogs.
Moreover, unlike dogs that
are fed and vaccinated,
hungry dogs are prone to
turning violent. Hence, the
petitioner in this case was
asserting a statutory right as
well as performing a
constitutional duty.

and high courts have upheld the validity of
the ABC Rules.

Feeding ensures that dogs are healthy
and capable of undergoing sterilisation. The
ABC Rules also mandate sterilisation, which,
as experience in India and abroad shows, is
the only way to stabilise the population of
street dogs. Moreover, unlike dogs that are
fed and vaccinated, hungry dogs are prone to
turning violent. Hence, the petitioner in this
case was asserting a statutory right as well
as performing a constitutional duty.

To prevent conflict, the petitioner sought
directions for identifying open, designated
areas in Noida where community dogs could
be fed without triggering disputes. These are
referred to in the ABC Rules as “feeding
spots”, which are for the RWAs to designate.
It was reported that the SC, while hearing her
appeal, made certain remarks, including ask-
ing, “Why don’t you feed them in your own
house? Nobody is stopping you.” The bench
had also stated, “We give you a suggestion to
open a shelter in your own house.”

Earlier, similar remarks of the Nagpur
Bench of the High Court of Bombay were ex-
punged by the SC. On November 16,2022, a
bench of Justices Sanjiv Khanna (subse-
quently Chief Justice of India) and ] K
Maheshwari stayed a Bombay High Court
order (Nagpur Bench) banning public feed-
ing of street dogs and directed the authori-
ties not to take any coercive step against any-

one in pursuance of the order passed by the
Nagpur Bench. The SC put in abeyance the
High Court’s observation that persons who
feed street dogs must adopt them.

Meanwhile, media coverage of the SC's re-
marks in thisinstance hasled to the belief that
itis an order by the Court. The Bench did not
issue any direction asking the appellant to feed
stray dogs athome. Its order stated, “Tag with
Special Leave Petition (Civil) No. 14763 of 2024
arising out of Diary No. 9352 of 2024.” The
point is that judges make many observations
and ask many questions during hearings to
get to the truth or the heart of the issues in-
volved in litigation. It is also not uncommon
for certain light-hearted exchanges to occur
between the bench and counsel.

The judges did not say anything about
the Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023. The
animal birth control programme, imple-
mented under these guidelines, is the only
humane and effective way to control the
population of stray dogs. In its report,
Technical Report Series 931, the WHO'’s
Expert Consultation on Rabies, which met
in Geneva from October 5 to 8, 2004, states:
“Since the 1960s, ABC programmes coupled
with rabies vaccination have been advo-
cated as a method to control urban street
male and female dog populations and ulti-
mately human rabies in Asia.”

The writer is a senior journalist
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HIsTORIC ACCORD

THE PROBLEM OF Punjab, which has spawned
some of the bloodiest events in the country’s
historyin thelast four years, has atlong last been
solved. PM Rajiv Gandhi and Akali Dal chief
Harchand Singh Longowal signed an agree-
ment that includes the transfer of Chandigarh
to Punjab and some Hindi-speaking areas to
Haryana, rehabilitation of those discharged
from the Army and reference of the Anandpur
Sahib Resolution to the Sarkaria Commission.

SCENES OF JOY
PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi’s announce-

ment regarding the Punjab accord was gener-
ally welcomed by the common man. Scenes of
jubilation were witnessed outside the Indian
Express office, where Sikhs were seen embrac-
ing Hindus with joy. There were reports from
different parts of the Capital of people distrib-
uting sweets after the announcement.

LEADERS HAIL ACCORD

LEADERS OF SEVERAL political parties, parlia-
mentarians and eminent citizens hailed the ac-
cord. Punjab Governor Arjun Singh, who was
present in the Speaker’s gallery when the an-
nouncement was made, expressed his “deep-
est pleasure”. More than 50 MPs from different

parts of the country in a joint statement said
the accord would put an end to the era of con-
frontation and uncertainty and usherinan era
of peace, prosperity and progress.

SACKING STAFF

THE SUPREME COURT has held that a govern-
ment servant canbe dismissed, removed or de-
moted without an opportunity to explain his
case under Article 311 (2)(b) of the Constitution
if it was in public interest. The principle that a
person should get an opportunity to be heard
before action s taken against him (“natural jus-
tice”) canbe modified and in exceptional cases
evenexcluded,a Constitution bench has ruled.
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DIS/AGREE

THEBEST OF BOTH SIDES

A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikumar

CBSE’s decision to introduce two levels of examinations in Mathematics at the senior secondary level
has stirred controversy. Will it come in the way of making students more future-ready?

Two levels of
Maths is a bad idea

At a time when mathematical literacy determines
economic opportunity, India cannot afford to
create artificial barriers to achievement

SUBIMAL BHATTACHARJEE

THE CENTRALBOARD of Secondary Education's
(CBSE) decision to introduce two levels of
Mathematics for higher secondary students —
basic Maths and Advanced or standard Maths
— from 2026-27 represents a misunderstand-
ing of educational equity and excellence. While
ostensibly designed to accommodate different
student abilities, this bifurcated approach un-
dermines the foundation of comprehensive ed-
ucation and should be reconsidered.

CBSE currently offers Mathematics at two
levels in Class X, where both basic and standard
levels follow the same syllabus, but the exami-
nation for the former is easier. This model, now
being extended to higher secondary classes, cre-
ates artificial barriers that limit student potential
rather than nurture it. The premise that students
need “easier” maths fundamentally misunder-
stands how mathematical competence devel-
ops — through challenge, struggle, and eventual
mastery, not through diluted content.

The first flaw lies in the psychological impact
of labelling. When students

matics assessments take notably different ap-
proaches. Singapore maintains a unified maths
curriculum through secondary education. It
teaches students mathematical concepts in a
three-step learning process: Concrete, pictorial,
and abstract, based on the work of American
psychologist Jerome Bruner. Finland maintains
acomprehensive Mathematics education with-
out artificial streaming,. Its approach focuses on
collaborative learning environments where
stronger students help weaker ones. The Korean
revised school curriculum emphasises contex-
tual learning so that students can grasp basic
mathematical concepts and make connections
with their everyday lives.

These countries understand that mathemat-
ical competenceisn’tfixed but develops through
quality instruction, peer interaction, and persist-
ent effort. Their success suggests that India’s ap-
proach may be solving the wrong problem.

Building on a system already in place for
Mathematics, CBSE will expand its dual-level
subject options to Science for Class XI. The ex-
isting implementation in classes IX and X pro-
vides valuable insights into this policy’s short-
comings. Rather thanimproving mathematical
achievement broadly, it has created a two-tier
system where students in the "basic" track of-
ten struggle when attempting to transition to
higher mathematics.

Under new guidelines, students who com-
pleted basic Mathematics will now be permit-
ted to take Mathematics in Class XI, but the head

of the institution must ensure

choose “basic” Mathematics,
they internalise a message

that the student has the apti-
tude and ability. This require-

about their limitations. This be- The argument tha.t ment reveals the system's fun-
comes a self-fulfilling prophecy;, students not pursuing  damental flaw — if students
where reduced expectations Mathematics beyond completing “basic” Mathe-
lead to reduced achievement.  (CJags X need only basic matics need special assessment
Research consistently shows Kills is flawed i to continue with standard
that high expectations cou- SKILIS 1S Hawed Inour Mathematics, the formeris fail-
pled with appropriate support current context. ing to prepare them adequately.
yield better outcomes than ‘Whether analysing There are already reports
lowered standa.rds disguised insurance policies, suggesting that.many students
as accommodation. . choose the basic track not be-

As Al and technology per- under standlng loan cause of inherent inability but

meate every sector — fromagri-
culture to healthcare, finance to
creative industries — mathe-
matical literacy has never been
more crucial. Today’s students
will enter aworkforce where al-
gorithmic thinking, data inter-

calculations, evaluating
investment options, or
simply being an
informed citizen capable
of interpreting statistical
claims, comprehensive

due to inadequate support,
poor teaching quality, or mis-
guided counselling. The solu-
tion should be improving
mathematical instruction for
all students, not creating escape
routes that limit opportunities.

pretation, and quantitative rea- . othematical litera cy is Rather than mst1tqt10r1ahs—
soning are fundamental skills, } ing different expectations, the
not optional extras. The CBSE’s essential for everyone.  BsEshould focuson pedagog-

two-tier system creates a gen-

icalimprovements that helpall

eration of artificially segregated
students, leaving many unprepared for an in-
creasingly quantitative world.

While India positions itself as a global tech-
nology hub, its premier educational board is cre-
ating pathways that detracts from mathemati-
cal proficiency. The “basic” maths track reduces
chances of a career in STEM, data science, eco-
nomics and numerous other fields. This is partic-
ularly problematic given that many students will
make these choices at 15-16 years of age, before
they fully understand career implications or de-
velop mature mathematical thinking.

The argument that students not pursuing
Mathematics beyond Class X need only basic
skills is flawed in our current context. Whether
analysing insurance policies, understanding loan
calculations, evaluating investment options, or
simply being an informed citizen capable of in-
terpreting statistical claims, comprehensive
mathematical literacy is essential for everyone.

Countries leading international Mathe-

students achieve mathemati-
cal competence. This includes investing in
teacher training, developing better instructional
materials, and creating support systems for
struggling students. The goal should be to bring
every student up to a high standard.

Mathematical education should prepare stu-
dents for an uncertain future where quantitative
literacy will be essential across professions.
Creating artificial barriers through two-tier sys-
tems contradicts this imperative. Inan erawhere
mathematical literacy determines economic op-
portunity, India cannot afford to create artificial
barriers to achievement. As a postgraduate in
Mathematics, it is my conviction that it will be
more prudent to abandon this misguided
policy and commit to universal
mathematical excellence.

The writer, a defence and cyber security
analyst, is former country head of General
Dynamics

Gives students
more options

CBSE’s move will draw more students to
Mathematics by letting them choose
how to engage with the subject

ABRAAR AHMED

THE CENTRAL BOARD of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has been entrusted to
come up with and apply novel and ro-
bust methods to assess and evaluate
students. For students in Class XII, eval-
uation takes the form of board exami-
nations. The classroom experience, no
doubt, is a critical part of a young per-
son’s academic experience. But sois the
examination system. Despite the intro-
duction of CUET in recent years, the
board examinations remain a cause for
anxiety for a large section of students. In
Mathematics especially, the fear of ex-
aminations often comes in the way of
enjoying the intricacies of the subject.
With a keen eye on students’ welfare
— as well as the requirements of the
knowledge economy — the CBSE has an-
nounced the implementation of a two-
tier examination system in Science,

Diploma level (equivalent to classes XI
and XII), students typically study six sub-
jects — three at the standard level and
three at a higher level. The higher-level
course allows one to dive deeper into the
subject. The standard level offers
breadth, but not much depth. The final
exams are designed to go in tandem with
the student’s choice. The IB is now rela-
tively established in India, with more
than 200 schools having adopted it.

The CBSE’s attempt to implement a
two-tier curriculum is a much-needed
move given the country’s diversity and
the different learning experiences of
students. By reducing the fear of exam-
inations, a two-tiered evaluation is
likely to make the subject more
amenable to a large number of stu-
dents. If the purpose of a progressive
education system is to draw more
young people to a subject, the CBSE’s
latest move fits this requirement. In ad-
dition, STEM subjects are notorious for
being intellectually demanding. A
Science student in India who passes the
Board exam without taking tuition in at
least one subject is quite unusual. There
is hope that the two-tier curriculum
will reduce students’ dependence on
coaching classes.

The new scheme opens up new pos-

Technology,  Engineering and sibilities, allowing students to explore
Mathematics (STEM) some advanced-level
subjects at the senior subjects in greater depth
secondary school level. while still leaving signif-

At present, a Class The new schemeopens  jcant scope for them to
XIstudentmaychoose ~ up new possibilities,  learn new things in basic-
to study Standard allowing students to level subjects; those de-
Mathematics or signing the two-tier cur-
Applied Mathematics. cXp lore sc.)me :ftdvanced- riculum should take such
However, bothareflat, ~level subjectsingreater  possibilities into account.
dense subjects with ~ depth while still leaving The CBSE is not mak-
scarcely any room for significant scope for ing drastic changes in the

flexibility in the syl-
labus. In the two-tier
system, however, the

them to learn new things
in basic-level subjects;

reading materials. The
significant change will be
in the degree of difficulty

scenario will bediffer-  those designing the two- ~ of the examination. This
ent. A student who  ier curriculum should 1S ot to say there will not
chooses to pursue the K h bilit; be challenges. It is not
subject may opt for ei- take such possibilties  cjoqr how the examina-

ther basic-level or ad-
vanced-level Math-

into account. Making a
subject more interesting

tion agency is going to
evaluate students taking

ematics. She can take  for studentsis a work in the same subjf:ct at dif-
the latter option if she ferent levels. It’s also not
aspires tostudyMaths PTO8ICSS and allconcerns  certain that this move
at university later, or should be addressed. won't create a divide be-
any other course tween teachers who han-

where Mathematicsis
expected to play a
deep auxiliary role — say, Economics or
Engineering. If, however, the student
wants to pursue a career in the
Humanities, Theatre or Sports, but has
an affinity for Mathematics, she can opt
for the basic level. The CBSE aims to en-
sure this choice is available to students
no later than the academic year 2026-
27. Reportedly, NCERT has already
started working on books to meet the in-
tellectual needs of this curriculum.

The idea of offering subjects at two
levels is not entirely new. In several
Western countries as well as Singapore
and Japan, senior secondary students
have been exercising these choices for at
least a few decades. Since 1975, the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
Programme has been the major exam-
ple of this idea in practice. At the

dle advanced-level sub-
jects and those who
teach at the basic level. Will the student
be permitted to change the level of a
subject based on her emotional connect
with it? Will the student opting for the
basic level of a subject feel inferior to
another who has opted for the
advanced level?

Making a subject more interesting
for students is a work in progress and
all concerns should be addressed. Even
then, a step in the right direction has to
be applauded. As Physics Nobel laure-
ate Richard Feynman once said, “I
would rather have questions that can't
be answered than answers that can't be
questioned.”

The writer has taught Mathematics in
schools in the NCR for almost two
decades. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Faced with the systematic destruction of Palestinian life in Gaza, other states
must together produce a systematic, comprehensive and concrete response. If
not now, when? What more would it take to convince them?” —THEGUARDIAN

Beyond the
brain drain

Countries exporting healthcare workers overlook
domestic needs. They also need to intervene to
increase bargaining power of doctors and nurses

SANDHYA
VENKATESWARAN AND
NADINE MONTEIRO

THE DEMAND AND supply of health work-
force across countries continues to be a
daunting problem, with most countries
lacking adequate numbers of doctors and
nurses and a projected global shortfall of 18
million health workers by 2030. Health
workers migrate across countries, with the
flow typically being from countries in the
Global South to those in the North. The
countries from which health professionals
migrate are also those that face internal sup-
ply constraints. Sri Lanka, for instance, wit-
nesses extensive outmigration, which is
(partially) addressed by getting profession-
als from other countries. An estimated 10-
12 per cent of foreign-trained doctors and
nurses come from countries that are known
to have a shortage of local healthcare work-
ers. OECD data estimates suggest that be-
tween 2009 and 2019, 25 per cent to 32 per
cent of doctors in Australia, Canada, the UK,
and the US were medical graduates from
South Asia and Africa.

Indian doctors, nurses, and other health-
care professionals migrate to countries
across the world — almost 75,000 Indian-
trained doctors work in OECD countries,and
an estimated 640,000 Indian nurses work
abroad. The Philippines is another example
- the country is renowned forits large-scale
export of nurses and other health profes-
sionals. Over 193,000 Philippines-trained
nurses work abroad, constituting about 85
per cent of all Filipino nurses worldwide.

Economics and geopolitics influence the
extent and nature of such migration
through a combination of push and pull fac-
tors. Limited career growth and lower
wages are key economic push factors.
Political instability and conflict in the source
country are often political push factors.
Trade agreements that encourage migra-
tion, health crises that pull health workers
to some areas and international recruit-
ment policies are all pull factors, which, in
turn, contribute to shortages in source
countries. Countries like the Philippines and
India have formalised policies to encourage
the export of health workers, viewing them
as sources of remittances and economic
benefit. Yet, both countries have an acute
shortage of health professionals.

Despite potential gains in the form of re-
mittances and skill development, the loss of
workforce capacity in countries already fac-
ing shortages outweighs the gains. What is
needed, therefore, is a balanced domestic
and international policy response that fo-
cuses on the needs of the individual, the na-
tional health system and global equity.

Cross-country migration is often lever-
aged for diplomatic gains. India, already
known as the pharmacy of the world, lever-
ages such migration to foster international
partnerships, promote economic gains

through remittances and investments, en-
hance its global influence in health sectors,
and manage the challenges of the brain drain
through policies encouraging circular mi-
gration and bilateral cooperation. It en-
hanced medical diplomacy during the Covid
pandemic by deploying medical profession-
als to neighbouring and African countries.
Whatis needed now is a greater focus on ne-
gotiating more comprehensive — and en-
forceable — bilateral agreements between
source and destination countries, which can
potentially include compensation mecha-
nisms, targeted investments in medical ed-
ucation, health infrastructure, or technology
transfer, to offset the loss of skilled workers.
The WHO codeis a starting point in rebuild-
ing such agreements.

Ageing populations alongside declining
birth rates are leading to growing demands
and acute shortages of healthcare profes-
sionals in developed countries. India and
other countries hold the potential to supply
healthcare professionals. India could max-
imise gains through improved institutional
mechanisms, such as establishing a cen-
tralised agency to manage workforce mo-
bility. Kerala’s experience with setting up
agencies to coordinate overseas employ-
ment, address grievances, and support re-
turnees can inform national approaches. So
can the experiences of the Philippines’
Department of Migrant Workers.

Diplomacy or economic gains cannot
override the workforce agenda of individ-
ual countries or take priority over the
strength of their health system. Countries
exporting health workforce could benefit
from greater attention to building a cadre
of health professionals, developing the
health workforce industry and addressing
the need for retaining professionals. This
will require expanding the health educa-
tion infrastructure and increasing its eco-
nomic viability, improving working condi-
tions and providing incentives to retain
talent and encourage circular migration,
rather than permanent outflow, leveraging
digital tools to enable Indian health profes-
sionals to provide services globally, where
possible, without physical migration, en-
suring accountability of international agree-
ments and exploring regional approaches
towards enhancing production capacity
such as jointly developed and owned mech-
anisms of workforce production.
Amplifying regional voices could potentially
increase the bargaining power of workers
from developing countries.

By combining investment in workforce
capacity, strategic international agree-
ments and policies that maximise eco-
nomic, knowledge, and social gains, India
and other southern countries can trans-
form the migration of healthcare workers
from a challenge into a multifaceted op-
portunity for national development. The
rise of agencies in the Global South can
mean that countries like the Philippines,
Sri Lanka and India are active architects of

workforce strategies that balance domes-
tic needs and global engagement. They
should be seen as not just exporters of
workers or victims of the brain drain.

Venkateswaran is commissioner, Lancet
Citizens’ Commission on Reimagining
India’s Health System and Monteirois a
researcher on Global Health

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DAM’S DANGERS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘The water
front’ (IE, July 24). China’s construction of
a$170billion hydropower project onthe
Yarlung Tsangpo has significantimplica-
tions for downstream riparian states.
Given the Himalayan region’s seismic ac-
tivity, the project raises serious concerns
about seismic stability and the potential
for dam bursts. While dialogue among
riparian countries and transparent data
sharing are indispensable, merely assign-
ing tasks to entities like Water and Power
Consultancy Services is insufficient.
Instead, a proactive, time-bound strat-
egy is imperative to mitigate threats.
Krishan Kumar Chug, New Delhi

DELIBERATE ERASURE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Only brute
powerrules’(IE, July 24). No foreign press
is allowed inside Israel-controlled Gaza.
Local journalists have become victims.
Israel’s blockade has systematically de-
nied baby formula, clean water and food,
forcing nursing mothers to stop lactat-
ing. The editorial rightly names silence
as complicity but this silence is engi-
neered: Aid routes are bombed, ambu-
lances denied access, and journalists
erased. Thisis not merely war, itis the de-
liberate erasure of a people. If we don’t
speak up now, we are complicit.
Zainab Irshad, Patna

MASS STARVATION

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Dozens in
Gaza dying of starvation: Palestinian
officials & aid agencies’ (IE, July 24).
Thirty-three lives have been lost to
hunger in Gaza in just two days, tak-
ing the toll to 101 by Tuesday. More
than 100 humanitarian organisations
have sounded alarms over “mass star-
vation”. The WHO warns that famine
is already here, and worsening.
Starvation as a weapon is a war crime
under international law. Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch,
and UN fact-finding missions now as-
sert that Israel’s actions may amount
to genocide. Israel must open all cross-
ings immediately and allow unfettered
access to aid.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

TACKLING OBESITY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The silent
epidemic’ (IE, July 24). Today, obesity
is a major public health challenge in
India. Sedentary lifestyles, unhealthy
diets, a shift towards processed foods,
reduced physical activity, and environ-
mental factors contribute to the rise of
obesity and increase the risk of non-
communicable diseases, including
heart disease. There is a need to recog-
nise obesity as a public health concern.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh
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FOR CLAIMING FRANCE FIRST LADY WAS BORN M AN

MACRON, WIFE SUE US RIGHT-WING PODCASTER

FRENCH PRESIDENT Emmanuel Macron and his wife Brigitte filed a defamation lawsuit in the US

‘Wednesday against right-wing podcaster Candace Owens, centered on her claim that France's first lady is
male. The Macrons said in a complaint filed in Delaware Superior Court that Owens has waged a lie-filled
“campaign of global humiliation” to promote her podcast and expand her "frenzied" fanbase. REUTERS

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 25,2025
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Former Labour party
chief Jeremy Corbyn

UNITED KINGDOM
Redistribution
of wealth, power
aimof new party,
says Corbyn

London: Former British
Labour Party leader Jermy
Corbynsaid Thursday heis
forming a new left-leaning
political party to advocate
"mass redistribution of
wealth and power” and
take on his former col-
leagues at the ballot box.
The new formation has a
website — yourparty.uk —
but does not yet have a
name. “It's your party,”
Corbyn said. “We're going
to decide (a name) when
we've had all the re-
sponses, and so far the re-
sponse rate has been mas-
sive.” Corbyn said he hoped
the new party would have
its inaugural conference in
the fall. Corbyn remains
popular with many grass-
roots supporters. REUTERS

BANGLADESH

Ex-CJ detained
in seditionand
forgery cases

Dhaka: Bangladesh’s former
chief justice ABM Khairul
Haque was detained here
on Thursday in connection
with three criminal cases,
including a sedition charge,
officials said. Haque, who
served as the country's 19th
chief justice from 2010 to
2011, was known for presid-
ing over landmark verdicts,
including the 2011 ruling
that declared Bangladesh's
nonpartisan caretaker gov-
ernment system unconsti-
tutional. Detective branch
officers picked up the 81-
year-old former judge from
hisresidence in Dhanmondi
area of the capital, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police deputy
commissioner Talebur
Rahman told reporters. PTI

AFGHANISTAN

Talibantortured

Afghansexpelled
from Pak, Iran; UN

Islamabad: The Taliban
have tortured and threat-
ened Afghans forcibly re-
turned from Iran and
Pakistan because of their
identity or personal history,
a UN report said Thursday.
Pakistan and Iran are ex-
pelling millions of Afghans
who they say are living in
their countries illegally.
Rights groups and the UN
have repeatedly warned
that some of those return-
ing are at risk of persecu-
tion because of their gen-
der, links to the former
Western-backed adminis-
tration or profession. AP

4 major media houses say Gaza st
starving; malnutrition kills 48 in July

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JULY 24

FOUR LEADING news organiza-
tions said Thursday their jour-
nalists in Gaza are facing the
threat of starvation as the Israel-
Hamas war grinds on, while top
U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff was to
meet with key negotiators from
the Middle East for talks on the
latest ceasefire proposal and the
release of hostages.

“We are desperately con-
cerned for our journalists in Gaza,
who are increasingly unable to
feed themselves and their fami-
lies,” said ajoint statement by The
Associated Press, Agence France-
Presse, Reuters and the BBC. “For
many months, these independ-
ent journalists have been the
world’s eyes and ears on the
ground in Gaza. They are now fac-
ing the same dire circumstances
as those they are covering.”

The statement called on
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Ahead of E-3
talks, Iran says
ready for US

talks but only if
it rebuilds trust

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN, JULY 24

IRAN IS ready to engage in talks
on its nuclear programme with
the United States, but only if
Washington takes meaningful
steps to rebuild trust, Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi said Thursday.

Iran is set to meet Friday in
Istanbul with Britain, France and
Germany, known as the E3 na-
tions, and the European Union's
deputy foreign policy commis-
sioner. They will be the first talks
sincelran's 12-day war withIsrael
in June, which involved US B-52
bombers striking nuclear-related
facilities in Iran. Gharibabadi said
in a post Thursday that to enter
negotiations, Iran sought “several
key principles” to be upheld.

He said these included “re-
building Iran's trust avoiding the
use of talks as a platform for hid-
den agendas such as military ac-
tion, though Iran remains fully
prepared for any scenario; re-
specting and recognising Iran's
rights under the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, including enrichment in
line withitslegitimate needs; and
the lifting of sanctions”.

Friday's talks will be held at the
deputy ministerial level, with Iran
sending Deputy Foreign Minister
Majid Takht-e Ravanchi.
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Reitters

Palestinians at a charity kitchen in Gaza City on Thursday

Israel to allow journalists in and
out of Gaza and allow adequate
food supplies into the territory.
The statement came a day af-
ter more than 100 charity and
human rights groups said that

3

military offensive are pushing
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to-
ward starvation.

Also Thursday, Hamas con-
firmed it had sent its latest cease-
fire proposal to Israel, with an

srael’s blockade and or{%%ir}ggyg Israeli official calling it “work-

8nValQ

able,” although no details were
provided. The official spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Israel’swarin Gaza, launched
in response to Hamas’ Oct. 7,
2023, attack, has killed more
than 59,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to Gaza’s Health
Ministry. Its count doesn’t distin-
guish between militants and
civilians, but the ministry says
that more than half of the dead
are women and children.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said
48 Palestinians have died of mal-
nutrition this past month,
adding that 59 Palestinians died
of malnutrition so farin 2025, up
from 50 in 2024, and four in
2023 whenIsrael started its war
against the Hamas militant
group in Gaza after its rampage
in southern Israel on Oct. 7.

In the most recent cases, a
man and a woman died of mal-
nutrition Wednesday, the Shifa
Hospital told The Associated
Press.

Ashelter set up in Buriram, Thailand, amid border clashes with Cambodia, on Thursday. Reuters

Thailand jet bombs Cambodian
targets as border clash escalates

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANGKOK, JULY 24

THAI AND Cambodian soldiers
clashed in several areas along their
border Thursday in a major esca-
lation of their conflict that left at
least 11 people dead, mostly civil-
ians. The two sides fired small
arms, artillery and rockets, and
Thailand also called in airstrikes.
Thai villagers could be seen
on video fleeing their homes to
seek shelter as the clashes began
in the morning. Fighting was on-
going in at least six areas along
the border, Thai Defense

Ministry spokesperson Surasant
Kongsiri said. The trigger for the
clashes was a mine explosion
along the border Wednesday
that wounded five Thai soldiers
and led Bangkok to withdraw its
ambassador to Cambodia and
expelled Cambodia’s.

Thailand has also sealed all
land border crossings while urg-
ing its citizens to leave
Cambodia.

The Southeast Asian neigh-
bours have longstanding border
disputes that periodically flare
along their 800-kilometer frontier
and usually result in brief con-
frontations that sometimes in-

volves exchanges of gunfire.

The Thai army said its forces
heard a drone before seeing six
armed Cambodian soldiers mov-
ing closer to Thai military posi-
tions. It said Thai soldiers tried to
shoutat them to defuse the situa-
tion, but the Cambodian side
started to open fire.

Cambodia's Defense
Ministry, however, said Thailand
deployed a drone first before
opening fire,and that Cambodia
“acted strictly within the bounds
of self-defense, responding to an
unprovoked incursion by Thai
troops that violated our territo-
rial integrity.”

48 die in plane crash in Russia’s Far East: Officials

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MOSCOW, JULY 24

ALL48 passengers and crew on-
board a passenger plane that
crashed in Russia’s Far East have
died, the head of the country's
Amur region said Thursday.

Russia’s Emergency
Situations Ministry said earlier
that it had found the burning
fuselage of the Soviet-designed
twin turbo prop plane on a hill-
side south of its planned desti-
nation in the town of Tynda,
more than 7,000 km east of
Moscow.

The plane, which was oper-
ated by the Siberia-based Angara

The crash site near Tynda in the Amur region. Reuters

Airlines, had initially departed
from Khabarovsk before making
its way to Blagoveshchensk on

the Russian-Chinese border and
onwards to Tynda.
It wasn’t immediately clear

what caused the crash.

Russia's Interfax news
agency said there were adverse
weather conditions at the time
of the crash, citing unnamed of-
ficial sources. Russian news out-
lets also reported that the air-
craft was almost 50 years old,
citing data taken from the
plane’s tail number.

Regional Gov Vasily Orlov
said rescuers struggled to reach
the site due to its remote loca-
tion, 15 km south of Tynda. The
transport prosecutor's office in
the Far East said that the plane
was attempting to land for a sec-
ond time when it lost contact
with air traffic control and dis-
appeared from radars.

WHITE HOUSE SAYS ‘FAKE NEWS’

A-G Bondi told Trump
his name s in Epstein

files, says WSJ repor

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY 24

ATTORNEY GENERAL Pam Bondi
is facing Democratic calls to tes-
tify before Congress following a
newspaper's revelation that she
told President Donald Trump
that his name appeared in the
files of the Jeffrey Epstein sex-
trafficking investigation.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported Wednesday that Bondi
told Trump his name was among
many high-profile figures men-
tioned in the files, which the
Justice Department this month
said it would not be releasing de-
spite a clamor from online
sleuths, conspiracy theorists and
members of Trump's base.

Trump's personal ties to
Epstein are well-established and
his name is already known to
have been included in records
related to the wealthy financier,
who killed himselfinjailin 2019
as he awaited trial on sex traf-
ficking charges. Sen Adam Schiff,
a California Democrat, re-
sponded to the report by calling
on Bondi and FBI Director Kash
Patel to appear before the Senate
Judiciary Committee.

“We need to bring Bondi and
Patel into the Judiciary Committee
to testify about this now,” Schiff

US President Donald Trump at the ‘Winning the Al Race’
summit in Washington D C on Wednesday. Reuters

said ina video posted on X.

The Justice Department de-
clined to comment on the report
butissued a joint statement from
Bondi and Deputy Attorney
General Todd Blanche saying
that investigators had reviewed
the records and “nothing in the
files warranted further investi-
gation or prosecution.” “As par
of our routine briefing, we made
the president aware of the find-
ings,” the statement said.

Justice Department officials
were set to meet Thursday with
Ghislaine Maxwell, the impris-
oned girlfriend of Jeffrey Epstein,
according to a person familiar
with the matter.

Top EU officials meet
X1 1n Beijing, say ties
at ‘inflection point’

Chinese President asks bloc to ‘handle

differences and frictions properly’

REUTERS
BEIJING, JULY 24

EU-CHINA trade ties have hit a
“clearinflection point,” European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen said Thursday in
Beijing, capping a tense summit
with top Chinese leaders domi-
nated by concerns on commerce
and the Ukraine war.

Expectations were low for the
summit in the Chinese capital
marking 50 years of diplomatic
ties after weeks of escalating ten-
sionand wrangling thatled to the
duration being abruptly halved to
asingle day at Beijing’s request.

“We have very frankly and
openly raised our concerns...on
the trade, investment and geopo-
litical issues... We have partially
identified solutions,” von der
Leyen told a press conference after
meeting with Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang.
When asked about a potential
trade deal with the United States,
the EU chief said the bloc’s focus
has been on achieving a negoti-
ated solution, butall other instru-
ments are on the table until a sat-
isfactory result.

Xi earlier told von der Leyen
and European Council President
Antonio Costa that the challenges
facing Europe do not come from
China, urging the bloc to “properly
handle differences and frictions.”

“It is hoped that the
European side will keep the

Xi Jinping with European
Union’s Antonio Costa and
Ursulavon der Leyen in
Beijing, Thursday. AP

EU looks
beyond
® US, China

EXPLAINED

BUFFETED BETWEEN a
combative Washington
and a hardline Beijing, the
European Union has more
publicly sought new al-
liances elsewhere, inking
trade pacts with Indonesia
and drafting deals with
South America and
Mexico. The leaders vis-
ited Tokyo the day before
their meetings in Beijing,
launching an alliance with
Japan to boost economic
ties and defend free trade.

trade and investment market
open and refrain from using re-
strictive economic and trade
tools,” Xi said.

Over the years, thousands of
pages of records have been re-
leased through lawsuits,
Epstein's criminal dockets, pub-
lic disclosures and Freedom of
Information Act requests.

They include a 2016 deposi-
tion in which an accuser re-
counted she spent several hours
with Epstein at Trump's Atlantic
City casino but didn't say if she
met Trump and did not accuse
him of any wrongdoing.

White House spokesman
Steven Cheung Wednesday said
the reports were “nothing more
than a continuation of the fake
news stories concocted by the
Democrats and the liberal media.”

Columbia agrees
to pay $220 mn
in deal to restore
federal funding

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, JULY 24

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY an-
nounced Wednesday it has
reached a deal with the Trump
administration to pay more than
$220 million to the federal gov-
ernment to restore federal re-
search money that was canceled
in the name of combating anti-
semitism on campus.

Under the agreement, the [vy
League school will pay a $200
million settlement over three
years, the university said. It will
also pay $21 million to resolve al-
leged civil rights violations
against Jewish employees that
occurred following the October
7,2023, Hamas attack on Israel,
the White House said.

“This agreement marks anim-
portant step forward after a pe-
riod of sustained federal scrutiny
and institutional uncertainty,” act-
ing University President Claire
Shipman said. The school had
been threatened with the poten-
tialloss of billions of dollars in gov-
ernment support, including more
than $400 million in grants can-
celed earlier this year. The admin-
istration pulled the funding be-
cause of what it described as the
university’s failure to squelch an-
tisemitism on campus.

Columbia has since agreed to
a series of demands laid out by
the administration, including ap-
plying a contentious, federally
endorsed definition of anti-
semitism not only to teaching but
to a disciplinary committee that
has been investigating students
critical of Israel.
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BLEACH-BLOND, MAHOGANY-TANNED BEHEMOTH BECAME FACE OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING IN 1980s

Hulk Hogan, who helped turn pro-wrestling into billion-dollar spectacle, dies at 71

ROCKY SWIFT
JULY 24

HULK HOGAN, the American
sports and entertainment star
who made professional wrestling
a global phenomenon and loudly
supported Donald Trump for
president, has died at the age of 71,
World Wrestling Entertainment
said on Thursday.

“WWE is saddened to learn
WWE Hall of Famer Hulk Hogan
has passed away. One of pop cul-
ture's most recognizable figures,
Hogan helped WWE achieve
global recognitionin the 1980s,”
WWE said on X. It gave no cause
of death.

The bleach-blond, ma-
hogany-tanned behemoth be-
came the face of professional
wrestling in the 1980s, helping
transform the mock combat
from a seedy spectacle into fam-
ily-friendly entertainment worth
billions of dollars. A key moment
in that evolution came at the
WirestleMania Ill extravaganza in
1987, when Hogan hoisted fellow
wrestler André the Giant before a
sold-out Pontiac Silverdome in
Michigan for a thunderous body
slam of the Frenchman.

Hogan parlayed his wrestling
fame into a less successful career
inHollywood, starring in films like
Rocky Ill and Santa With Muscles,
but kept returning to the ring as

long as his body would allow.

In 2024, he appeared at the
Republican National Convention
to endorse the presidential bid
of Trump, who in the 1980s had
played host to Hulk-headlined
WrestleManias. Hogan said he
made the decision to support the
Republican candidate after see-
ing his combative, fist-pumping
reaction to an attempted assassi-
nation on the campaign trail.

“Let Trumpamania run wild,
brother!” Hogan bellowed to a
cheering crowd, ripping off his
shirt to reveal a Trump tank top.
“Let Trumpamania rule again!”

Born Terry Gene Bollea in
Augusta, Georgia,on Aug. 11,1953,
the future Hulk and his family

Hulk Hogan at a Trump campaign rally at Madison Square
Garden in New York in 2024. Reuters

soonmoved to the Tampa, Florida.
After high school, he played bass
guitar for area rock bands, but felt
a pull to the red-hot wrestling
scene in Florida in the 1970s.
Many of the details of his ca-
reer were showbusiness exagger-
ations, representative of the
blurred lines between fact and fic-
tion in wrestling. His first trainer
reportedly broke Hogan'’s leg to
dissuade him from entering the
business, but he kept at wrestling,
weight training, and — he later
admitted — anabolic steroids.
The “Hulk” moniker came
from comparisons to the comic-
book hero portrayed on TV at the
time. “Hogan” was the invention
of Vincent]J. McMahon, the owner

of the World Wrestling
Federation, who wanted Irish rep-
resentation among his stars.

Hogan became a household
name, appearing on the cover of
magazine Sports lllustrated and
performing alongside pop culture
stars like MrT.

Later, he joined competitor
World Championship Wrestling,
swapping his trademark yellow
tights for black and taking on a
persona as the villainous
“Hollywood” Hogan, the head of
a gang of rulebreakers known as
the New World Order. The gim-
mick reinvigorated his career.
Hogan eventually returned to the
WWE, now known as WWE, and
faced Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson

at WrestleMania in 2002. Hogan
was inducted twice into the WWE
Hall of Fame, and referred to him-
self as the “Babe Ruth” of
wrestling - after the New York
Yankees' famed baseball player.
But Hogan's support of Trump
in 2024 did not go down well with
all wrestling fans, and he also
faced other controversies. Gossip
website Gawker was shuttered af-
terit posted parts of a sex tape be-
tween himand afriend's wifeand
Hogan sued on privacy grounds,
winning a $140 million judgment.
He was married three times
and had two children, who starred
alongside him and first wife Linda
in a 2005-2007 reality TV show,
Hogan KnowsBest. = REUTERS
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INDIA-UK COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC AND TRADE AGREEMENT

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

AFTER THE India-UK
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) signed
on Thursday, scotch whisky im-
ports from the UK are set to get
cheaper for Indian consumers,
with tariffs slashed from 150 per
centto 75 per cent. The landmark
agreement does notimpose min-
imum import price (MIP)ruleson
scotchimports, whichhad beena
key demand of India’s domestic
industry. British scotch brandsin-
cluding Chivas Regal, Ballantine’s,
Glenlivet, Glenfiddich, and
Johnnie Walker could benefit
from the tariff reduction.

Under the agreement, India
will immediately cut tariffs by
halfto 75 per cent,and then to 40
per cent over ten years, once the
dealisratified domestically by the
two countries.

Scotchdistillers in the UK have
welcomed the reductionin tariffs,
which will give them greater ac-
cess to the world’s biggest whisky
market by volume. Whisky was
the UK s fifth-largest export prod-
uct to India in 2024-25, valued at
roughly $260 million.

“The deal will support long
term investment and jobs in our
distilleries in Speyside and our
bottling plant at Kilmalid and help
deliver growth in both Scotland
and India over the next decade,”

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel chat.
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DEFINING MOMENT: INDIA INC

THIS FTA marks a defining
moment in our bilateral
relationship, reflectinga
shared commitment to
inclusive growth,
economic resilience, and
industrial transformation.”

CHANDRAJIT
BANERJEE,
CIIDIRECTOR GENERAL

IT COMPLEMENTS the
objectives of Atmanirbhar
Bharat by empowering
domestic industries to
scale globally, engage
competitively,and
leverage value chains more
effectively.”

HARSHA VARDHAN
AGARWAL, FICCIPRESIDENT

INDIAN INDUSTRY across
all sectors welcomes the
India-UK FTA with great
optimism. This agreement
establishes a modern,
forward-looking
partnership that will
stimulate innovation, ease
market access, and foster
investment.”

SUNIL BHARTIMITTAL,
FOUNDER & CHAIRMAN OF
BHARTIENTERPRISES & CO-
CHAIR OF INDIA-UK CEO FORUM

— BRIEFLY —

Ajay Sethtobe
new IRDAI chief

Mumbai: The government has
appointed Ajay Seth, former
Finance Secretary and
Secretary of the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA), as the
new Chairman of the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI). The
position had remained vacant
since March 2025, after
Debasish Panda’s tenure ended
in March 2025. A 1987-batch
IAS officer from the Karnataka
cadre, Seth has held several key
roles in Finance Ministry. ENS

CanaraBank Q1
netrises 22%

New Delhi: Canara Bank on
Thursday posted a 22 per cent
growthin standalone net profit
to Rs 4,752 crore during the
first quarter of the current fi-
nancial year, supported by a
decline in bad loans. The bank
had earned a net profit of Rs
3,905 crore in the same quar-
ter of previous fiscal. PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer with Indian industry

Scotch imports into India set to get
h tariffs halved to 75%

=

delegation at the UK-India Reception on the occasion of the signing of the India-UK CETA at

Chequers, UK.

said Jean-Etienne Gourgues,
chairman and CEO of Chivas
Brothers, the firm behind popular
whisky brands such as Chivas
Regal and Ballantine’s.

India’s domestic alcoholic bev-
erage industry, however, has
flagged potential dumping con-
cerns with the reduction in tariffs.

“Though lowering of import
duty on Scotch will help the do-
mesticindustry — as Scotch used
to produce blended products
will also get cheaper — we hope
that the government will ensure
that Scotch whisky and other

dl. Wlldl5dpPp.CO

. 11 J)V({ETLX
or routed through any other
country at cheaper rates, which
would hurt the YOY growth of
premium and luxury Indian
brands,” said Anant S Iyer, direc-
tor-general of the Confederation
of Indian Alcoholic Beverage
Companies (CIABC), hours be-
fore the full text of the agree-
ment was made public.

To counter dumping, Iyer said
the industry had recommended
to the government to introduce
MIP rules for scotch. However,
the agreement does not impose
any such requirements on scotch

spirits (BIO-bottled inorigin)are  imports.
not dumped at low import prices “With the import duty being
whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

THIS FREE trade
agreement is expected to
lend positive momentum
to the ongoing India-EU
FTA negotiations, as EU
stakeholders have
indicated interestin
leveraging the UK-India
model...“

RUDRA KUMAR PANDEY,
PARTNER AT SHARDUL
AMARCHAND MANGALDAS & CO

THE CETA is expected to
benefit the Indian auto
component sector through
enhanced opportunities
for exports, streamlined
regulatory processes,
particularly in key areas
such as electric mobility,
precision engineering, and
lightweight materials.”

SHRADHA SURI
MARWAH,
ACMA PRESIDENT

... WILLBOOST bilateral
trade and positively impact
the accessibility of
premium Scotch whisky in
India, reigniting growth
and increased choice for
Indian consumers.”

PRAVEEN SOMESHWAR,
DIAGEO INDIAMD AND CEO

Source: CII

cut drastically, it is high time that
a number of state governments
end all concessions — such as
lower brand registration fees, re-
duced excise duties, etc. — cur-
rently extended to BIO brands,”
Iyer said.

“This has created a situation
where importing Alcobev prod-
ucts is becoming cheaper than
producing it in India. With lower
importduties, it will now become
even more economical for MNC'’s
to import their products. State
governments should end all dis-
crimination against India-made
alcoholic beverages,” headded in
amedia note.

Tariffstobe

cutto75%

now &t040%
@ overtenyears

EXPLAINED

INDIA WILL immediately
cut tariffs by half to 75%,
and then to 40% over ten
years. The reduction will
benefit British scotch
brands including Chivas
Regal, Ballantine’s, Glenli-
vet, Glenfiddich, and John-
nie Walker. The deal does
not include minimum im-
port price rules for scotch
earlier recommended by
India’s alcoholic beverage
industry, which has
flagged concerns over po-
tential dumping.

Iyer also flagged lack of mar-
ket access for Indian-made foreign
liquor in the UK and EU due to
non-tariff barriers related to mat-
urationand ingredients. “Though
Indian whiskies, rum, gins, wines,
etc., have been winning accolades
globally, the lack of removal of
non-tariff barriers and absence of
reciprocal market access will
make this export target hard to
achieve,” he said. While tariffs on
Indian exports of beverages, spir-
its, and vinegar have been elimi-
nated entirely, non-tariff barriers
are likely to remain.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Import of Britain-made
luxury cars to get cheaper

AGGAMWALIA&
SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,JULY 24

LUXURY CARS made in the United
Kingdom will become cheaperin
India, with the India-UK Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) introducing
tariff-rate quotas (TRQ) for pas-
senger cars and trucks, which will
allow automakers to export vehi-
cles at reduced tariffs, limited by
quotas.Under the agreement, tar-
iffs on imports of internal com-
bustion engine (ICE) cars will be
slashed to 30-50 per cent in the
first year of implementation, with
the benefit limited to a quota of
20,000 cars. The tariffs will be re-
duced gradually, and after 15
years, they will become 10 per
cent, with the quota setat 15,000
units. For out-of-quota imports of
ICE cars, the duties are reduced to
60-95 per centin thefirstyear,and
further to45-50 per cent from the
tenth year onwards.

Currently, India’s import tar-
iffs on passenger vehicles range
from 66-110 per cent while those
on trucks stand at 44 per cent.
Industry executives said that im-
port quotas have been imple-
mented toavoid sudden surgesin
imports and safeguard the Indian
auto industry. This reduction,

66%-110%: CURRENT
IMPORT TARIFFS ONPVs

M Currently, India’s
import tariffs on passe-
nger vehicles range
from 66%-110% while
those on trucks stand
at44%.Industry exec-
utives said thatimport
quotas have been impl-
emented

ranging from 16 per cent to 56 per
centoveraperiod up to 5 yearson
ICE vehicles up to 2500 cc
(diesel)/3000 cc (petrol) and 80
per centto 100 per centover a pe-
riod of 5 years on ICE vehicles
more than 2500 cc (diesel)/3000
cc (petrol), is expected to make
high-end vehicles more accessi-
ble. For electric vehicles (EVs), hy-
brids, and hydrogen fuel-based
cars, tariffs have been eliminated
entirely for units priced under
£40,000 CIF (cost, insurance and
freight value). For zero-emission
cars priced between £40,000 to
£80,000, tariffs are reduced to 50
per cent and a quota of 400, which
from the fifteenth year will be-
come 10 per cent and 2,000 re-
spectively.

For more expensive zero-
emission cars(above £80,000),du-
ties will start at 40 per cent witha

Trump set to visit Fed as White
House ramps up pressure on Powell

REUTERS
NEW YORK, JULY 24

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump will
visit the Federal Reserve’s head-
quarters in Washington on
Thursday as tensions escalate be-
tween the administration and the
independent overseer of the na-
tion’s monetary policy.

The White House announced
the visit late on Wednesday. “The
Fed is working with the White
House to accommodate their
visit,” a spokesperson for the US
central bank said. Trump has re-
peatedly demanded that Fed
Chair Jerome Powell slash US in-
terest rates and has frequently
raised the possibility of firing him,
though the president has said he
does not intend to do so.

OnTuesday, Trump called the
Fed chief a “numbskull.” The rare
presidential visit to the Fed is hap-
pening less than a week before
the central bank’s 19 policymak-
ers gather for atwo-day rate-set-
ting meeting. They are widely ex-
pected to leave the Fed’s

US President Donald Trump at an Al summit in Washington

on Wednesday.

APFile

benchmark interest rate in the
4.25-4.50 per centrange whereit
has been since December, as they
wait to see how the economy per-
forms in the face of the adminis-
tration’s tariffs and other eco-
nomic policies.

The White House did not say
if Trump will be meeting with
Powell on Thursday, and the Fed
referred questions on the matter
to the White House. Powell typi-

cally spends the Thursday after-
noon before a rate-setting meet-
ing doing back-to-back calls with
Fed bank presidents as part of his
preparations for the session.

The visit on Thursday also is
taking place as Trump battles to
deflect attention from a political
crisis over hisadministration’s re-
fusal torelease files related to con-
victed sex offender Jeffrey Epstein,
reversing a campaign promise.

quota of 4,000 units, which from
the fifteenth year will become 10
per cent and 20,000 respectively.
The new tariff rates are likely to
benefitautomakers such as Jaguar
Land Rover. It is worth noting that
the agreement does not provide
forreduced out-of-quotadutieson
zero-emission vehicles, adecision
thatwill provide some relief to do-
mestic EV and hybrid players. In
2024-25, India’s car imports from
the UK fell by 46 per cent to $72
million from $134 millionin 2023-
24, For ICE trucks, the tariffs are
slashed to 37 per cent for the first
year, with a quota of 2,500. From
the tenth year onwards, tariffs drop
further to 8.8 per cent, with the
quotasetat 3,500.The agreement
does not reduce duties for electric
or hydrogen-based trucks.

“The substantial reduction of
import duties to 10 per cent in 5
years for UK cars represents one
of the most significant outcomes
of the FTA and is poised to trans-
form the car market in India, par-
ticularly for Completely Built Units
(CBUs)due to the drasticduty cut.
However, itis crucial that the cars
meet the originating criteria of 35
per cent of Qualifying Value
Content(‘QVC)i.e.the material of
UK origin is 35 per cent of total
material used,” said Saurabh
Agarwal, partner and automotive
tax leader at EY India.

Earn taxpayer
trust: FM to
I-T officers

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday
asked income tax officers to raise
their benchmarkin the timely ex-
ecution of policies and earn tax-
payer trust. Speaking at the 166th
IncomeTax Day event, Sitharaman
strongly advocated for faster is-
suance of OGEs (Order Giving
Effect)and said such delays are un-
pardonable from the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT)which could
draft the new Income Tax Bill
within just 3 months.

OGE — or order giving effect
—referstoanorder thatanI-T of-
ficer has to pass when a taxpayer
wins a case against the depart-
mentinanappeal against assess-
ment. "Good policies alone are
not enough, what matters actu-
ally is timely execution... I think
all these years you (tax officer)
have done your maximum best.
Now is the time to raise the
benchmark," she said at the 166th
Income Tax Day event here.
Sitharaman lauded I-T officers for
their nimbleness in adapting to
newer technologies and drafting
the new Income Tax Bill. PTI
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Enforcement Directorate
raids: Anil Ambani’s fall &
the flicker of a comeback

GEORGEMATHEW &
SUKALPSHARMA
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AFTER THE split between the
Ambani brothers, Anil Ambani’s
journey took a dramatic and diffi-
cultturn. Once commandinga glit-
tering business empire, he
soon found himself caught in
a storm of debt defaults,
financial losses and insolvency
proceedings. Companies thatwere
once household names —Reliance
Communications, Reliance Capital,
Reliance Power, and Reliance
Infrastructure — began to unravel
under the weight of mounting lia-
bilities and regulatory setbacks.

Thursday’s Enforcement
Directorate raids at numerous lo-
cations and on a number of firms
linked to the Reliance Group
comes as the latest setback to the
business house at a time when it
was looking to get back onits feet.
Over the past two-three years, the
Reliance Group looked to start on
arevival journey, with a focus on
sectors like clean energy, infra-
structure, and defence.

By 2017-2018, many of these
firms had either entered bank-
ruptcy or faced severe distress.
Reliance Communications —
which had amarket capitalisation
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore at its peak in
2007 — ceased mobile operations
in 2019 after filing for bankruptcy;,
burdened by an unmanageable
debt of Rs 46,000 crore. Reliance
Capital,aleading NBFC of its time,
defaulted on over Rs 40,000 crore
and eventually lost its insurance
and asset management busi-
nesses.

InJune 2025, the State Bank of
India (SBI) labelled Reliance
Communications’loanaccountas
“fraudulent,” alleging fund diver-
sion that traces back to 2016.

Reliance Naval, acquired by
the Reliance Group in 2015, was
tasked with building five offshore
patrol vessels under aRs 2,500
crore defence deal. After years of
delays and financial setbacks, the
Navy cancelled the project in
2020, citing failure to meet dead-
lines. With over Rs 7,000 crore in
debt and no restructuring plan,
the company entered bankruptcy
in 2020.

As the financial empire crum-
bled, the group sought to restruc-
ture its remaining assets under
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code. Some businesses were
wound up, others dissolved or
sold off, while a few found breath-
ing room to regroup. Anil Ambani
himself quit from the boards of
various group companies.

In August 2024, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
too imposed a five-year ban
on Anil Ambani and 24 other en-
tities from participating in the se-
curities market. He was also hit
withaRs 25 crore penalty overan
alleged scheme to siphon off funds
from Reliance Home Finance Ltd
(RHFL)via unsafe general-purpose
working capital loans to entities
linked to the promoters.

Infra, power revival
plans

RELIANCe ~

Anil Ambani, Reliance Group chairman.

ANI File Photo

From 2022 onward, the Anil
Ambani group begana cautious, if
ambitious, attempt at revival —
pivoting towards clean energy, in-
frastructure, and defence manu-
facturing. This new strategy placed
sustainability and technology atits
core, with a renewed focus on so-
lar power and battery energy stor-
age.The group’srevival planisled
by power and infrastructure arms.

Reliance Power has an oper-
ating portfolio of 5,305 MW, that
includes 3960 MW Sasan Power
Limited (world’s largest inte-
grated coal-based power plant).
Following Reliance Power’s
achievement of zero debt, Rosa
Power, which operates a 1,200
MW coal-based thermal power
plantin UP,is now on track to be-
come debt-free. The company
aims to settle its remaining debt
in the next quarter, completing
the process before the end of the
current financial year.

It'snow planning to invest over
Rs 10,000 crore in a solar power
plantand anintegrated solar man-
ufacturing facility in Andhra
Pradesh. Reliance Power made a
profitof Rs 2,947 crorein FY24 and
Rs 44.79 crore in the June quarter
of FY26. Reliance Infrastructure,
once weighed down by debt, re-
ported zero standalone net debt
by FY25 and posted a net profit of
Rs 216 crore in Q4 of FY25 as
against a loss of Rs 3,202 crore in
Q3 of FY25. India Ratings recently
upgraded Reliance Infra’s rating
from D to B, pointing to the timely
servicing of standalone debt obli-
gations for three consecutive
months ended June 30, 2025.

However, it said Reliance Infra
continues to face elevated group-
level risk due to the financial dis-
tress in several subsidiaries. The
company now operates througha
diversified network of special pur-
pose vehicles (SPVs)across critical
growth sectors such as power,
roads, metrorail, airports, and de-
fence. Over the past 15 months,
Reliance Infra made significant
progressinresolving legacy finan-
cial obligations arising from cor-
porate guarantees and other liabil-
ities. Reliance Infra and Reliance
Power — the two major listed en-
tities—have amarket capitalisation
of Rs 14,262 crore and Rs 24,690
crore respectively now. Atits peak
in 2008 before various companies
collapsed, the group had amarket
capitalisation of Rs 3.45 lakh crore.

Reacting to the ED raids,
Reliance Infra and Reliance Power
said in similarly-worded state-
ments that the ED’sactions “have
absolutely noimpact on the busi-
ness operations, financial per-
formance, shareholders, employ-

ees, or any other stakeholders”,
and that the companies have no
business or financial linkage to
Reliance Communications and
Reliance Home Finance, which
are purportedly at the centre of
the ED’s action.

Aerospace & defence:

big plans but miles to go

In the aerospace sector, the
group had earlier formed Dassault
Reliance Aerospace Ltd (DRAL)in
2017,ajoint venture with France’s
Dassault Aviation under the offset
obligations of the Rafale fighter jet
deal. While DRAL did deliver
aerostructure components —
such as cockpit assemblies — for
Falcon 2000 business jets, its role
remained modest, accounting for
only a small part of the total offset
value. Plans are now afoot to
deepen the partnership.

Dassault and Reliance Group
announced last month that DRAL
will set up a final assembly line
(FAL) for manufacturing the
Falcon 2000 jets at Nagpur. The
first made-in-India Falcon 2000is
expected to be ready by 2028. This
would be the first-ever instance of
a foreign aircraft manufacturer
setting up an FALin India for fixed-
wing civilian aircraft.

At Mihan, Nagpur, DRALhas a
manufacturing facility formaking
various sections of Dassault’s best-
selling business executive jet —the
Falcon 2000. Since delivering its
first Falcon 2000 front section in
2019, DRAL has assembled over
100 major sub-sections for the
Falcon 2000. Over time, however,
Dassault’s newer defence partner-
ships have increasingly leaned to-
ward other Indian players like Tata.

The group recently an-
nounced big plans in the ammu-
nition segment also. In June 2025,
Reliance Defence formed a strate-
gic partnership with Diehl
Defence of Germany to manufac-
ture Vulcano 155 mm precision-
guided artillery shells. In May
2025, the group signed an agree-
ment with Rheinmetall AG, an-
other major German defence
manufacturer to supply explo-
sives and propellants for medium
and large-calibre ammunition.

Despite years of financial tur-
bulence, the group has shown
signs of resilience and reinven-
tion. Though much of the original
empire lies dismantled, a leaner,
more focused Anil Ambani Group
is trying to chart a comeback —
anchored in energy, infrastruc-
ture, and defence, yet still shad-
owed by its legacy of debt and
regulatory scrutiny.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RBI Governor, DES Secretary
at FE BFSI Summit today

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 24

THE FOURTH edition of the FE
Modern BESI Summit, aptly titled
“Finance for a $5trillion economy”
will be held in Mumbai on Friday.
The day-long summit will see
some of the finest minds from
India’s financial sector participat-
ing in various formats including
panel discussions, fireside chats
and keynote speeches to sharein-
sights, swap ideas and brainstorm
onthe options to deepen the cap-
ital pool needed for India.

The event will begin with a
fireside conversation with Reserve
Bank of India Governor Sanjay
Malhotra. Six months ago, he in-
herited a challenging economic
landscape marked by slowing
growth and inflationary pres-
sures. The rest is history — ina
short span of time, RBI has un-
leashed a 100 basis point cut in
reporate, 100bp cutin CRR, stun-
ning everybody. The keynote ad-
dress will be delivered by M
Nagaraju, Secretary, Department

FFHAMCIAL EXFRESS

MODERN

BFSI

sUummiT

of Financial Services, Ministry of
Finance. He will also participate in
afireside chat. Deepak Parekh, the
former chairman of HDFC, a vet-
eraninfinance and aninstitution-
builder, will deliver a special ad-
dress on building ‘future-ready
institutions.” Many would look
forward to hearing Gopal
Srinivasan, founder and chairman,
TVS Capital Funds, for hisinsights
on the changing landscape and
the elements that India could
leverage at this juncture.

There are many other discus-
sionsin store. For example, if India
is the bright spot on the planet
thenis the interestin India backed
by enough capital allocation?
What can be done to ensure that
the interest on India endures. To
discuss this and more, there
would be a panel of leaders from

the finance arena — Nilesh Shah,
group president & MD, Kotak
Mahindra Asset Management
Company, Navneet Munot, MD &
CEO, HDFC Asset Management
Company, Soumya Rajan, founder
& CEO, Waterfield Advisors, V
Laxmikanth, managing partner,
Pavestone, apart from the regula-
tor’s perspective shared by Aparna
Thyagarajan from the Securities
and Exchange Board of India. As
the CGM at the Alternative Funds
and Foreign Portfolio Investors
Department in SEBI, she is best
placed to enlighten on the policy
aspects with respect to foreign
portfolio investors and alternative
investment funds.

The summit will also have ex-
perts such as Amisha Vora, MD, PL
Capital, Jairam Sridharan, MD,
Piramal Finance, Prateek Agrawal,
CEO, Motilal Oswal AMC, looking
at growth strategies and invest-
ment pathways.Ina separate fire-
side chat, Sohini Rajola, executive
director, National Payments
Corporation Corporation of India
will share the ground covered and
the vision ahead. FE
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GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES
MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH (DME), MEGHALAYA
PASTEUR HILLS, SHILLONG
Email ID: pasteurinstituteshil @ gmail.com
Tel No. 0364-2591510/94851 06663
NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF HEALTH SERVICES
MEDICAL EDUCATION & RESEARCH (DME), MEGHALAYA
PASTEUR HILLS, SHILLONG
Email ID: pasteurinstituteshil @ gmail.com
Tel No. 0364-2591510/94851 06663
CORRIGENDUM

5] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM

Corrigendum Mo. 1 And Date
: 19.7.2025, tem: Last Date & Time of
subrmission of tender, Corrigendum

No, 2 And Date:22.7.2025, Mem:

%—“—“ i e n‘aﬁa?rm-—q'w e i
Whel, JAEAYR-Tgehl g, Tas-246701

In partial modification of NIT No.DHSME&R/SMC/TENDER/180/2025/938dated 11.07.2025 This is to inform all concerned that the tender for the “Supply and Installation of Set of
(Microbiology Department), issued by the Directorate of Health Services Medical Education & Equipment/Items for Skill Lab as per NMC at Shillong Medical College, Shillong,” issued under Reply to biddars against pra bid query Wmﬁa‘ Wﬁ‘ %@ Fﬁw W % m 3]11:[ W“
Research (DME), Meghalaya, for the Supply and Installation of Equipment/Items at Shillong the Directorate of Health Services Medical Education & Research (DME) vide NIT No. and Modified clauses of RFP As
X§$§f§m§ﬁ1§2§i{ Clsilllfllc:;tglo nr:fpective corrigendum has been issued to incorporate certain le)fléii\'/IE&R/SMC/TENDERll80/2025/942 dated 11/07/2025, stands cancelled with immediate published in NIT .'EL—JBF-Prnjl;l::t- '{Taf TR0 gﬁ[ -{qf\aao\ ﬁFqT,\ \_rffﬂTﬁ %ﬁﬁ -ﬁ—{:p\:’[ W\” 1{111-{ ﬁw f%—,fo’ YT - W T, WFEFV _
(Sd-) . Sd) 25 PSSA-1 dtd. 28.06.2025 on YR, Tedic-gmyE, fen-fosHR 871 Proposed expansion of existing Sugar
; ; irect t i ; : . . .
T Medical Edumton & Romeaoets (OMED MIPR No.: 1188 Medical Education & Research (DME) L?EZEI ﬂ‘:tf’ {':]E d?aﬂf: '2’::' :2 :DF"'E”"_' Unit from 14000 TCD to 15000 TCD without change in Co-gen power plant-
Dt. 24.07.2025 Meghalaya, Pasteur Hills, Shillong Dt. 24.07.2025 Meghalaya, Pasteur Hills, Shillong 19.08.2025 upto 15:00 hrs, et 60 MW within existing premises at Villag;—Alhepur, Bﬁlocf\k—%I_c)[hzimpur, T?hsil—
. items Shall remain same and Dhampur, District-Bijnor, Uttar Pradesh@hl 9aerufia Tiieh{d gq wich gars A
5 UTTAR PRADESH FINANCIAL CORPORATION nstersd. 1 3 Roid Sotlo o P v 3 e g e T 2, P e 2 e
HEAD OFFICE : 14/88, CIVIL LINES, KANPUR Dy, Chief Electrical Engineer (Project}, T T SoAarg URedd WA R WIER BRT SR ARGEHAT H&A-THO3N0-1533,
INDUSTRIAL UNITS AVAILABLE FOR SALE i Bl it 15 e feTieh-14.09.2006 e IR THOSN0-3067 () ReAieh-01.12.2009 % Fgrer
Offers are invited for sale/transfer of following units Wis-29 of SFC's Act through E-Auction on “As is where is basis". TR i SR i | qd Ak AT fRaT ST 3MTewaeh 1sd Bkl & ST
5. NAME & ADDRESS OF THE UNIT LAND / BUILDING AREA RESERVE |EMD (Rs, <k GoAaE | g & ST ST <k feRedt off et / gEma €q 30 foa < Aifew fen
No, (in Sq.mir. approx.) IlllF'Fltli'iE in lacs) ST WA © | Sieh GAaTg 9-el ohi a1 RA TR SR SR 3 SIRRIEHT H&al-
. AN 1BCE . , .
03710-1533, faAiF-14.09.2006 2 WA THo 3Ml0-3067 feAieR-01.12.200
REGIOMAL OFFICE : LUCKNOW / GORAKHPUR / BAREILLY PRDC LAMATIDM REQUIRING THE ?mﬁrmtﬁ ;:’3 %ﬁjﬁli_rﬁ 6 x> R -{?[3 6 (_SS) 3 9
1 | A|M/s Sunidhi Cold Storage (P) LTD, Gata No Land Area 10500 sq.mir.,Cold AF"F EARANCE GF ACC USED FERSGN . 1
309,.310,312,313. 314KA, 314KHA & 316 Village storage Capacity 1469424 cubic 8315.75 10.00 . HEdl H e IueTsy 8-
Samari Tehsil-Lalganj Distt. Raebareli (U.P.) mitr./P&M in scrap condition (See Section 82 Cr.PC) (37) T Senfued, fos=R |
B | Collateral Security of M/s Sunichi Cold Storage Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused | [(9) ST A8Ye-HF S I U6 3TW GIedes &g, fooHR |
al Gata No. 33, 113, 114, 116, 111/677, 148, 164, _ Shajad, S/o Sh. Mustkim R/o Factory, Near Jim Wali Gali, FETT T Sifererdl, e v, foeR
188, 191, 269, 271, 272KA, 290, 363, 365, 367, TR Lo 351.00 | 10.00 Ehalh rpur Village, Delhi-34, Village-Gehlapur, PS Ayer. | | - o g e, e A -
369, 654, 43, 122, 317 & 369, Village Chandol| 14,586 Hectare ) ' il o et Nl pur, YEI 1 (=) esfta wmiem, wafeRo, oF Ud Siotarg uRed A, 9O qd, e e,
Darnana iKhare. Tehsil L alk 'D'-itgﬁ e Distt. Gaya, Bihar has committed (or is suspected to have N -
THEOEERTNERY, HETES L ORGSR committed) the offence in case FIR No.118/2017 u/s HFR-TH, il 19, TS !
2 | Mis Sandeep Hotel, Ward No. 7, Plot no. 382/17, Land 91.07 sq. mitr. ita00 | aos 380/411 IPC, P.S. Subhash Place, Delhi and it has been | |(3) SoTo TN fRf01 a1E, oHo-127, fargfer e, Tirclt Fw, s |
Bharauli Bazar, Malviya Road, Deoria Building 309.48 sq. Mir a : returned to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the () &&= EI'TITI'iFI'q, JoYo HQHUT IEREN Eh@t, el < TR, e JueHd Thdd,
3 | Collateral Security of M/s Mahaveer Agro said accused Shajad cannot be found and whereas it has AR -TeRR S, TR |
Products Ltd. situated at Khasra Plot no. B83 & B84 Only Land 850 Sq, mir, 204.00 | 10.00 been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Shajad | | yq. woeg wd wrome ve R TR 61 39 AT F Treom @ giad fra s € i
Jauharpur, Bareilly Rampur Delhi Highway, Bareilly has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service : ®
- . JR TSrentiertd (fao/Ao ), faeR i eTedstar § Udllga oiieh gAaE &
4 | Mis J.D.Industries, Piol no 581,578M Village Lalpur Land 4492.5 Sq. mir 000 | eoo | |ofthesaidwarrant) ( . ) STeagml S
Shahjahanpur Jalalabad Road, Shahjahanpur Building 716 Sg. mir. ¥ : Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Shajad CRR I IR fired fefo, TMH- SR, saleh \amﬂ(, E|gc1:i|(_’|—a|::|3§ EEISEERIN
5 |Mis Kanchan Industries, Khasra Plot no. 42, T -~ 1 of FIR No.118/2017 u/s 380/411 IPC, P.S. Subhash Place, | TR0 # f&%-28.08.2025 I T 12:00 1 A JaIE H1 FIAET AT 1 TH &,
Village Chaubari Mustquil Badaun Road, Bareilly : i i e Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the Sred SHAmT 3ufeerd BieRt 3191 Hikges a1 fafea e / Smafaal Igd &2 9ehd ©
& |Mis Bharat Soya Udyog, Khasra Plot no. 228, Land 2000 Sq. mtr. =300 - said complaint on or before 12.09.2025, By Order | [ AT e, JoHo FGHU =101 &€, o 372raT &€ Y&, SoYo Il
Viiage Rasocipur, Putihi Badaun Building 195,16 Sq. mtr ; ' Ms. Vasundhra Chhaunkar | |01 €, Eodio—12dl, fayfa @oe, Mwdl TR, w@s & Qe / ned JhmH
7 ﬁiﬂégse.:iag:}ﬁp::gﬂf:tr:ﬂgédgz:sm Plot no. 228, Land 1000.00 sq.mir 2500 125 Ld. Chief Judicial Magistrate, North West fafer @ 30 fea & erer fafleaq ®9 @ ¢ 9eha €1
e DP/9649/NW/2025 Court No. 108, 1st Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi | | @i wo : s21. wer-20/w-2025 erfta s,
nﬂ“z?;ﬂ;‘l‘;f;& Fea:u';t;ﬂrplulrj: o it iaageihe Land 1162.00 sq.mr 2000 | 145 feiieh : 24/07,2025 JoWo yguur fraemr i, fasmR
9 | W's Rani Textiles, Plot no. D-5, 6 & 7 Industrial Land 1357.25 sq.mir. 85.00 1.95
Area, Salarpur, Badaun Building 181.00 Sq. mtr ; ' S.ERAILWAY - TENDER I I ANDHRA PRADESH CAPITAL REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
10| M/s Shukla Bandhu, Plot no. B-4, Industrial Area, Land 846,00 sq.mir, N > == —E'—E'--""”““------Ef;-?-------- il W Ezmﬁm:r HRUNIH Lenin Center, Governorpet, Vijayawada - 520 002 (A.P.)
Salarpur, Badaun Building 98.00 Sq. mtr. : - e e P YR e T E PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
arg my ¥ LANVESHONA IWEY Ranager T T e
p 2 : kit NIT No. Name -nl‘wntk | Estimate Cost
D mfﬁﬁg?:rﬂ:?ﬁlcﬂ';’:ﬁﬁ- EL::I]ET;# I Bu'ﬁzg ig‘gﬁﬂsrrg"mlf T 158 {ETQHJIME' ; I_Hﬁ"w?ﬂwand g nEI?H" 3m (oToTo ), TR s‘—ﬁf&lﬂ La 5Q/MALIG1- F'ru-.;‘r_:l'lﬁa'é-_‘:.Hc-. mix Road and cantral divider with | Rs.3355.00
_ of the President of India for fha follawing | | feqieh 24.07.2025 ffaer e wd wmft USIOTT(RRW)!| Strest fighting for Extension of Mahanadu Road from | ™70
12| Mis Narainsons Packegers, Fiot no. A-7 & A-8, Land 3240.00 sq.mir. 142.00 710 works | 1. No, & Tender No.; Description SR 1 e feraro 1. 3-Fiferer s 5/2025-TT  |Ballemvani Street to Poranki — Nidamanuru main Road, | 5
Industrial Area, Salarpur, Badaun Building 582 5q. mir. ’ : of works: Tender value : (1) E-DRM- ' : ™ |
! : ??f—12/ﬂo 3o (TMoToTo) / AN /25-26: BO/MALIET- Widening & Providing BT Hot mix Fosd with central Rs.2980.00
13| W/s Aryan Abestors, Plol no. A-4, Industrial Area, Land 1998.00 sq.mir 84.00 4.20 ETQEE A CRIASE N DR S DS . ' USIOTT(RRW) | divider lighting at Baliemvan Street Road from Bandar L ahh.v.:
Salarpur, Badaun e R ¥ ; Execution of P. Way work in coanection ﬁ@'ﬂ YRYUT {USH AR g fﬁg’d qRET BI2025-TT Road to HT Line Road Junction.
14| A |M/s Pilibhit Printers & Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Land 38800 E-I:I.F'I'I'tr. with the |r"'-|:'r'--""E“"Br"|-ﬂF !I"arrd ur.|der the His \'H(’ﬂ”@ éﬁ \ﬂ"d‘id ﬁﬁ:l"_"[ 132 aW_cﬁ- 61/ MAUGT- l.ﬂ.l'u::-%mng& F'F'I.’!-".'iljll"lg BT Haol mix Road, Ceniral Divides| Rs.1485.00
m— - - Way/Sonamukhi and 5r. Section Engi- TI2025-TT trest Junction 1o Nidamanuru Main Road Junclion
M/= Pilibhit Printers & Publishers Pvi Ltd., i} .mitr. - qiemM  3ifee fafaer gux - ;
? 32-B, Mohalla Hunw?:' Garh, Pilibhit ; éﬁiljinzgaigﬂﬂsgg. rr::h'. 52.00 2.60 nerP. WaEastidn £:202,92, 15711 ® m. =g APCRDA invites tenders for the following works for which the bids can be
St : : {2) E-DRM-Engg-ADRA-43-25, Dtd. eH Fo 1,770.00 T RIS AR FO downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from 25.07.2025 to 11.08.2025 upto
15| Mis N.P. Textiles, Khasra Plot No. 1, Village-Nanai, Land 4 Bigha, 6 Biswa 44,00 220 23.07.2025; Construction of concrate drain 64,000.00 T | 3-fAfeer smaers &9 i 14:00 Hrs. Due date for submission of Bid 11.08.2025 up to 15.00 Hrs, Technical
Pargana Salempur, Tehsil Dataganj, Distt. Badaun &10 biswansi ; ' with miscallaneous work in connection with 1T FIfT-14.08.2025 THT 13:00 T 1 2 bid opening 11.08.2025 @16.00 Hrs. For further defails please refer to
16| M/s Nayak Polytex, Plot no. D-1/2B &| Land Area 2200 sq.mir,, Building Area the mgrovemeant of yard under the jurisdic- ~ N www.ap-aprn:uremem-guv.inaﬂdwww.l:rda.ap.g_nu._m ;
D-1/2C, Sector-13, GIDA Indusirial Area, Distt. | 1398 sq.mir. (in Dilapidated condition) | 219.94 | 10.00 lion of Sr. Section EnginserP, way | | €I WEA-13/GodlHo (WoToTo) / Sdi- Commissionar, APCRDA, Vijayawada
Gorakhpur P&M in scrap condition Sonamukhi and Sr. Secticn EnginsenP 3MMRT  /2025-26:- HRHT Si&quT-aiEm
17| Mis Shine Woolen Mills (P) Ltd., Plol no. 51 SA, Land Area 3795 sq.mir. Way/Eastidra; € 7,16.9013261. (3) E-| | SIFRT o 3F<riq fafirt arwor suengt €9
Village Sahupar, Tappa Kapri Mahso, Near Power Building Area 1228 sq.mir 68.55 3.43 DFEW Endip AORA-M-LY, DRLIO7. 2025, fafir=r ermar & St =R g ST &l W m W m WWUT
House Tehsil-Sadar Distt. Basti (in Dilapidated condition Execution of B Way work in connection e
- . : ] with the Improvement of yard undar ERBETEEL %ﬂl Ak F0 ST T4 STM Aicdred Feeer, |aied TR, shodho s, DITYR—208005
18| Mis Narain Engg. Works, Flot no. G-4, UPSIDA| Land Area 581.00 sq.mtr. Bullding Area 3 Way/ 1770.00 T &I ART FO 26,000.00 A | $Heh: ceouptpadikanpur123@gmail.com
Industrial Area, Plastic Complex. Distt. Basti 197 sq.mir.(in Dilapidated condition) 16.18 0.81 purischclian of Sr. Section Enginear/P. Way! : e
JP&M in scrap condition Garbsla and St Section Engineer?| | §-FfT are wA A e fifa- YaTgerarRtt/ giaemerarett F1 gi-era
Way/Bankura/Adra; ¥ 3,95,00,772.33 . G) g_ﬁﬁa A
19| Mis Puneet Polypack Pvi. Ltd., Plot No. C-21, Land Area 4140 sq.mir. Bullding Area 14.08.2025 HHI 13:00 | 3.
Seclor-20 Industrial Area, Jagdishpur.| 1249.68 sq.mtr. (in Dilapidated condition) 157.44 T.87 '2:]“:':}::';:5"51;’;:_”“;‘“'1? 5“" 1:['@1[—14/5031ﬁ-‘|o (YlogoYo ) / M SR qég| TR ;imug ElREa &I fafé ypR @
!P&M i P dt | s onsg nn Concrate arasn EW W W W . SW W ﬁ?ﬁ- S:IT\):[
20 Awrr;.ﬂ:l”::j-l;n ineer and Fabricators Pvt. Ltd Land A:;:T;gﬂc;; III.:; with miscelianeous work in conmection with /2025-26:~ UREOT SRI-UEH SR % ' .\y ' .QE[\ N . @ .(_-[Q,T[
Pmmn'_jm, 11,91:3. 14815, Sector-4 Industrial Area, Building Area Eﬂﬁ.gﬁqnq.mir 51731 | 10.00 el e A ey v gt fafir=t 220 elt 3wl 2 GPS l l(i &l Eﬁ.?’“”"’?“‘ &g gde AEINTHC Tl 61 oI §PTe
Jagdishpur, Amethi (U.P.) (in Dilapidated condition) L'“;"Hfgﬂ-:n of t;f-sﬁzﬁt'*:_ﬁ hEnea-_r-&H-'; Clock @1 % foru oM 2q | fifaer gos qeR & SU-TerHe gq UNamd SR fhy 91 %= & | S°gd
21| Mis Faizabad Electrode Pvt. Ltd,, Khasra Land Area 808,55 sq,mir, WaylBankune: € 2 17 12.666.28. (5 £| | BT T° 1770.00 T eRiEy TR FO AT/ HREMT GIRT ALY ST & AL | IR TR
gh:lrtmn. 12&'1""'”3{%& Idnctrapgr. SKM Stone, Gonda- ?:'gi'gg E;Et:daggnbﬁ?ﬂgj 60.14 3.00 DRM-Engg-ADRA-46-25, Dtd. 31,000.00 T | -fAferer 3redre A IR H 3ifad fAfr 8 oW, 2025 Y 5.00 g1 TP B |
EH'EI;’IDLJ!' nie D E; ! : P I 23.07.2025; (1) Standardization of level 3= faf1-14.08.2025 THF 13:00 o191 1 4. 3Mded 99 Uq 3 HI—91d ) YS9l AUR YIcdrEd
22| Mis Simba Plastic (P) Ltd., Piot No. D5 & 6 Land Area 929.37 sq.mir, crassing by shifting aata barriar R T .
Industrial Area Deva Road, Barabanki (U.P.) Building Area 354.74 sq.mtr. 85.54 4.28 |mpmn?emir wm"tfrfﬂn L i ii'l\a/az' OH25@2'615/H°3T51° (W°3°q; )?Té IR & BRI 9 fhdl 9 o feaw & ured fhy <
s T — — |(=:]§!a C||36|ll| LUS— C fa
REGIONAL OFFICE : KANPUR / KANPUR DEHAT gale lodge standardization al 16 Nos. level b % | A pliddlX] 31|§|$|<3|
i crossings gate babesen Pundlia-Kotshila- 3|5“ e %h_ S iEl | ll =1 220/132 éh_cﬁ
23| Ws AL Rahber Leathers Pwt. Ltd., Plot no. | Land Area 794.61 sq.mtr, Bullding Area nogs4 - ) :
1731157, A-2. Jajmau Kanpur 1137 .45 sq.mir.(in Dilapidated condition) 72.11 161 Rajabera, Anara-Ruknl, Mahuda- férga SY%hal W Distance Protection - -
24| Ws Mittu Plastics, Plot no. G-45 UPSIDA [Land Area 4717 .49 sq.mtr., Building Areaj E?;:ﬁ;;::;eﬂi r;;:fh::j Er:;::;: Relay & ¥ T TomaqT 1 i | fforay IMPORTANT
i i bR | | [ O 15 red T u—‘a%—{- . . . ..
- — such incidents of vulnerable ocation undsr| | 25,000.00 T | $-fAfarsT sroeirs e w0t copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
25| M/s Ram Charan Steels Ltd., E-1 04 and 1510 18, | Land Area 15985 sq.mtr., Building Area urisciction of Divisionat Encinesr (Northy atfag fif1-14.08.2025 THF 13:00 &9 | . .
UPSIDA, Industrial Area, Site-!1, Oral(U.P) 1677.77 sq.mir.(in Dilapidated condition)] 25640 | 10,00 |  |Jlrscction of Dusional Engnese (Nor) ) < P ' Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
ra im Adra Division; ¥ 3,83,80.079.16. CISGERSIGEIL g9 W& g :
26| M/s Gemini Electro Chemicals Pvt. Ltd., E-20 to Land Area 18347 sq.mir., {6) E-DRM-Engg-ADRA-47-25, Did. h q// d . 8 contents, nor for any IQSS or damage mcurre.d asa
23, UPSIDA, Industrial Area, Bharua Sumerpur, Bullding Area 1309 sq.mtr. 20581 | 10.00 23.07.2025; Construciion of Knowledge ttp//etender.up.nic.in WY SUAH T result of transactions with companies, associations or
Hamirpur (U.P.) {in Dilapidated condition) Roarm (10mxSm) with ancilary work such ST FHE AT FJadrEe R & sfiq individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
REGIONAL OFFICE : GHAZIABAD / AGRA at road, boundary wall ste. in connection| |1 ST EEAL/-(VAT THT) We therefore recommend that readers make
27| Mis Jai Shanker Dall Mill, Khasra Plot No. 1362 & |Land Area 1672.20 sq.mir, Bullding Areal o0 cc | g 39 with canversion of 40 exfsiing Freighiyards | | WA (WogoUo ) U necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
1363, Village Hathkali, Mathura (U.P.) 232,00 sq.mir.(in Dilapidated condition) : | ;;:;2'1:::::";:?;;T:*:';T:%:E;E‘ 2515/ Ho3ifWo (WoToWo) 3o / 3- entering into any agreements with advertisers or
28| M/s Bankey Bihari Cold Storage, Khasra Piot No. | Land Area 17730 sq.mir., Cold storage ki I fAfaer @& <-12, <-13  wd otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
114, Village Bhudari P.D. Sonal, Tehsil Manth Capacity 30700 cubic mtr.! P&M in 550.00 10.00 0.50,368.48. (y E-URM-Engg-ADRA .
Mathura (U.P) ' ' scrap condition ' ' 48-25, Dtd. 23.07.2025; Conversion of &-14/25-26/8-15 TedleR 24.07.2025 whatsoever.
Lihawrashl Siding &5 Hock stalion with Diock
29| M/s Bajrang Ceramics Pvt. Ltd, E-42, UPSIDA wiarking systemn batween Chaurashi and
:ﬂLIETFIEIf -ﬂ'.E;E.’EI. Nandgaon Road, Kosi Kalan, Land Area 1413.50 sq.mir 58.00 2.90 Ramkanali along with El Warking system GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ool e in Adra Division of S.E. Railway. OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
30| M/s Arhum Syntex Pvi. Ltd., E-33 & 34, UPSIDA Land Area 1600 sq.mir,, $3,75,95455 77, (8) E-DRM-Engg-ADRA- P.H. DIVISION. BHANJANAGAR AT CHATRAPUR
Industrial Area, Nandgaon Road, Kosi Kalan, Building Area 627.00 sq.mir. 71.00 3,55 49-25, Dtd. 23.07.2025; Replacamant of o ’ . i
Mathura (U.P.) {in Dilapidated condition) non standard pipe and Stane slab : E-mail- eephchpr@gmail.com
31| MW/s Aristo Fab (P) Ltd., E-49 & 50, UPSIDA Indus- | Land Area 1600.00 sq.mir. Bullding Area Bridge by RGC Box of different sizes in NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
trial Area, Nandgaon, Kosi Kalan, Mathura (U.P.) 965,00 sq.mtr.(in Dilapidated condition) 93.00 465 between Damodar-Mohisita and Invitation For Bids (IFB)
Ramn ali- 3 sl
32| M/s Basco Machine Tools, E-39, UPSIDA | Land Area 740.00 sq.mir Building Area amtan’i: Lhal:lraﬁm '::eclrc:m.lw CuLang L. Name of work Bid Identification | Estimated cost | Period of Availability of Bid Name &
industrial Area KosiKalan, Mathura (U.P.) 400,00 sq.mir.(in Dilapidated condition) 39.00 195 Eavar, metiing. i SR DW'E!':'" o)A N¢ No. (Rs.in Lakdh) [|jcompletion, § Document for.pnline bidding} address of office
Railway, ¥ 16 80,32 38106, The elosing From To inviting Bid
TERMS & CONDITIONS:- (1) All the statutory liabilities arsing out of land shall be borne by the purchaser, (2) date and time of e-tenders is on ] : 2 1 3‘1" A 4 i L6 1 7 8
Conditional offer or the offer without earmest money shall not be entertained. (3) The Corporation reserves the right | | 20.08.2025 at 15.00 hrs. Details of above " |50 pies nsonnesion with th work] | No1vow | | Colendus | 250n20ms | of | EmgneenpE
to reject any/all the offers without giving any reason, (4) The intending purchaser may visit the E-Auction site e-tenders may please be seen al wobsite Construction of intake well, laying of  SPH(C)/2025-26 Months 08.08.2025 |  Division,
"www.upfcindia.com” and submit their offer through online mode only. The original borrower | mortgagor / il penin (PR-438) in\zxm:fof:ﬁiﬁy})p]yfgﬁo i Iakadian: Bhg‘f;‘;:ﬁj:m
other charge holders are also requested to make efforts to bring offers of maximum amount. NAC and Construction of WTP and lay-
ing of RWRM and CWRM with ancil-
Registration for bids will close | Auction Bidding Start | Auction Bidding End Jary. works for Sorada NAC under
5 5 . AMRUT 2.0 SWAP-III
un n?+u3'IUI5 at 1?.““ hﬂ' nn ua 'uEi 2025 lt 11 rﬂu hm' nn DB rus'zuzs at 15' un h“+ 1 -Procgrcmém of ISQmm tf) 450mm dia.  Bid Identification 664.11 3 (Three) 1 11.00 Hrs of | 17.30 Hrs of Supgrintcnding
INCHARGE (ZONE) Mob. No. 7905826281 Lo of VRS et | SPHCYE 2 o [ 272 ot | B
improvement of water supply to Kodala dt. 22.07.2025 Bhanjanagar at
| NAC under AMRUT 2.0 SWAP-IIT Chatrapur
é e VSN IS IRe . FN4 /WP TENDER NOTICE v' ‘ The Technical Bid shall be opened on dt.11.08.2025 at 01,00 PM
AMOUNT / EMD Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal https://www.tenderorissa.gov.in
SR. NAME OF OPENING DATE WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT Sd/-
NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER APPROX.) IN
NO DEPARTMENT CLOSING DATE | ¢ RUPEE& DEPARTMENT DETAILS/EMAIL Additional Chief Engineer (PH)
CONSTRUCTION OF PROPOSED NEW 6 BAYS BUS STAND IN EXISTING CAMPUS 13.07.2025 01662225651 P.H.Division, Bhanjanagar
1 PWD B&R, HISAR OF BUS STAND AT BARWALA IN DISTT. HISAR (PDG. SECURITY/STREET LIGHTS 30'07'2025 12.43 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in wd-eeed-hissar@hry.nic.in OIPR-13013/11/0018/2526
ONLY) + 1 WORKS A P y-nic.
PROVIDING FIRE FIGHTING SYSTEM IN GOVT. POLYTECHNIC AT DHANGER IN 21.07.2025 . - 01667-220120 —
2 PWD B&R, FATEHABAD FATEHABAD DISTT. 20.07.2025 14.31 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in owd-eepd-fatehabad@hry.nicin | NO H‘. t A. ILWAY
] WD BSR.JIND CONSTRUCTION OF TOILET BLOCK (LADIES AND GENTS) IN JUDICIAL COURT | CLOSING DATE 8.8 LACS P 8398098075 ' (E-Auction Notice}
) COMPLEX AT JIND IN JIND DISTT.. 79.07.2025 - ps://etenders.hry.nic.in pwdeepdjind@gmail.com ar. Divisional Commercial ManagenPS, Northern Railway Delhi Division invites bids through e-Auction through
CONSTRUCTION OF COMMUNITY CENTRE AT VILLAGE JOHRIWALA GP- 22.07.2025 . o 9466110204 IREFS {hitp:/fireps.gov.in) for the allotment of under mention contracts at following Railway stations/ocations:
4 | PANCHAYATI RAJ, PINJORE MANGNIWALA, BLOCK-PINJORE, DISTT-PKL 29.07.2025 2080LACS | hitps:/fetendershry.nicin | - rvar satish.9417@gmal.com [E-Catalogue No| Date & Time of bidding Railway Stations/Locations/Lots
ARYA NAGAR, HISAR2, CONST. OF COMMUNITY CENTRE IN THE NAME OF DR. 23.07.2025 . - 9466629211 ;
> | PANCHAYATIRA), HISAR B. R, AMBEDKAR (HGVY) + 9 WORKS 04.08.2025 IBBFLACS | https:/jetendersy.ncin | pyeveeng hsr@hry.nic.n Parking-32-2025| 11.08.2025 at 11.00 Hrs| 0 ‘C?g' 32?1;Ia;iTC?:T'T;ZTEzaélﬂ'faﬁamagar
6 | PANCHAYATI RAJ GANAUR CONSTRUCTION OF B/WALL NEAR SAMAKSHYAYA POND AT VILLAGE KHUBRU CLOSING DATE 10.07 LACS https: /etenders.hry.nic. 7015771521 J i
LI ! D-PLAN 2025-26 | 29.07.2025 I ' PS:/€tenders.hry.nic.n | sdoprganaur1@gmail.com Website particulars where complete details of E-Auction can be seen https:ffireps.gov.in/
;| FOREST DEPARTMNET, | PROSOPIS JULIFIORA AND NEW PLANTATION WORKS IN 8 BLOCK OF SIRSA |~ CLOSING DATE Lol LA tios: etenders hrv.nic, 9416029545 All contractors who intend to participate in the e-auctions conducted through E-Auction Leasing
SIRSA DISTRICT 29.07.2025 SLOTLAGS | hitps:/jetenders.hry.nicin | ¢ - it thesir bi
I . Y. | orest_sirsa@yahoo.com module of IREPS should fulfil following mandatory requirements before they can submit their bids:
IRRIGATION & WATER CLOSING DATE 01250-220058 - Registration on IREPS for E-Auction Leasing Module -Active IREPS User Account for E-Aucton Leasing
8 RESOURCES DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENT OF MATERIAL FOR VARIOUS VILLAGES FLOOD POINTS 18.07.2025 0.97 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in xenlwsmech@qmail.com Module -Payment of One Time Registration Fee - Current Account in State Bank of India - Integration of SBI
HARYANA, CHARKHI DADRI o gmat. Bank Account with IREPS Account -Lien Marking of Funds - Updation of Tumover Details - Contractors who do
IRRIGATION & WATER PROVIDING HELPER/CHOWKIDAR/OPERATOR FOR WATCH & WARD AND CLOSING DATE 01250-220058 not have IREPS accouni for any module of IEEE P3 can Eui:!mittha'sr{:-nljne request for registration by clicking on
9 RESOURCES DEPARTMENT OPERATION & MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRO MECHANICAL EQUIPMENTS 78.07.2025 66.50 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in xenlwsmech@qmail.com New Vendors/Contractors {(E-Tender/E-Auction Leasing) link on IREPS Home page.
HARYANA, CHARKHI DADRI INSTALLED AT VARIOUS FLOOD SITES DURING THE FLOOD SEASON 2025-26 T gmat. Divisional Railway Manager's Office, Commercial Branch, State
REGARDING ONLINE TENDER FOR THE RATE CONTRACT FOR THE SUPPLY OF 30.07.2025 EMD 01842267796 Railway Authority to contact, in Entry Road, New D[;|h| 140055 '
10 CIVIL SURGEON KARNAL MEDICINE & CONSUMABLES, DENTAL ITEMS AND OTHER ITEMS AS PER EDL TO pes https://etenders.hry.nic.in - case of any query Ermailoka delhidivi : 1 Tl EI*I.*I 23743084
. VARIOUS GOVT. HEALTH FACILITIES IN DISTT. KARNAL 22.08.2025 i decini@hynicn ) s ot e il
. = o e ' No. 23ACI 393 E-Auction/Pkgl2025 Dated: 24.07 2025 225712025
FOR FURTHER INFCHORI ROROHN RKINFDIRVIXTEON WINDL ¥ A 6T avanhratenddrs. hry.nic.in No. 36953/HRY

e
Join FREE Wigtsapp Channel chat.whatsapp:comyiDvelinxvwWhb3Agy98nTRARENCIANCXPIESS.COM uuuy  wgjoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.whatsapp-g@m/HDvqPnxvwWb.
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SUPAUL COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING, SUPAUL V262
BEENA ROAD, WARD No- 24, SUPAUL - 852131 e it B FifRran Ti0—a4/FU—05—01/2025 (WrE —2).
E-mail-supaulcollege@gmail.com iRatsr T AP DI Pralerd . el e m
Adv No. SCE/05/2025 faem wredt amemerd wea :E'Eﬁ'ﬂ REERL : & e o vy B g %
i oo k I, HEN T THE | T i, HHTel T, THEN, & » JHid—
Short Term Notice lﬂ\FItlnETEﬂdEr | - | igfﬁt N HATI | - B, HEN U4 .~!F 140 Laslel {.Hllv;r‘-'-_J i 1ehl?rllzf i H_I I T=Biy, 4:'-"!I & JHIR—344,
wn R aae detaueg Praw oy Ffscaras aeRaraa 2eim- s46001 fadmh— 15072025 B0 frfa sewerel= gA@ieeq seE =T Ho-11/2025-26

1. Supaul College of Engineering, Supaul has been constituted under the Department of Emall — buldeodarbhaanga@gmall.com

fesiei—15.07.2025 FTHT PR No.- IPRD-PR_008735/ 2025-26 &, W1 S+ WHAMEN 03

ience, I Techni ion, i i B IF: ] : e —o g g s bihar.gov, 3 s o 4 : ok
Science .TE'I!:'!"II'ID ng'lr' and Technical Education Emrfernrn.ent I:IfEIi'IEH'.t{? catertu.rr‘? neetds il are=Em gaa (f-—Jaln 8 I,m eproc. bihargowin) S ST 17 o7 ages Y W 5o # | 2w NIQ o wfeT 38 (i)
of technical education. The Supaul College of Engineering, Supaul intends to invite bids qeafHfRrET w14 S 202028 ; ; : ;
3 : ; Quotationer should have at least turnover (Audited) in any year during last five
fram eligible entities for Quotation for Lab Equipment for Mechanical Engineering, ﬁ ﬁ - | : :
Supaul College of Engineering, Supaul in the tender document, L hnanﬂél years for each materials. N‘,ﬂDﬂ Crate I:I_'lmﬂ_'mxlm}' 21 !EII:SI " W_Eﬁr
2. The Eamest Maney Deposit [EMD)amount is Rs. 80,000, 3 :g T A E.'—Tn-n o : ﬁqm Fréers, qa, 5o ?,unt.‘:lllTnEr should have at least turnover {Audited) in any year during last five
A R T TSk T ENE R AT e AR " inancialyears- 70 lacs W31 973 |
3. Scheduleof Events: o B G 1 M = B [ B s s 1 f=r 2807 2025 9 12.08.2025 F 0500 FM &9 16 e 11 : it |
5. No. Event Description Timeline i ) A Through wehsite w u.'--.-cpr-}:Z.I:-ihur._:__:n'r.-l'.:- El - ﬁém‘q-}
- 4 A d BfET o . fe=wrm—a1.07.2025 ¥ 0330 PM a9 PR- 009153 (W R D ) 2025-26
3.1 | Last date & time of Till 19,08, 2025 upto 04:00 PM, on eprac2.bitiar govin T g O e g i F4, AER T AT W P,
5 wmm g B amsre o ot aifis O cwem e 12082005 Upto 05:00 M ¥ @l "N, 99lg T ” % g el e ﬁ'lﬂ"'lf, ﬁﬁ'ﬂ Tl

g?'l'l'mf-"ﬂdll'lﬁ '-'_|'IE' pr fom webaite wwwoprocZ bihar povin|

32 | Pre-bid meeting 30.07.2025 at 11:00 AM 8wy fie s o Rl wem  fe=mai—1308 2025 0530 PM
. o websale 'u.'-.l.".l.'-::.r-'rq:{: bihargov.im )
3.3 | Submission (upload) of | Till 12.08 2025 upto 05:00PM, on eproc2_bihargov.in v forir dre wmed @ R e Al drE & Frres §owee |
Chs hidding S | " lomewebsste warweproc? bihorzov,m § Hur—a] DE'&'E‘Iﬂmeﬂt Departm_E“t
; 8 &, Hd ¥H—04F, Existing Committment (9@ &) fEiE—13.08.2085 F 0500 PM 99 T Old Secretariat, Patna — 800015
3.4 | Submission of EMD Till 19.08.2025 upto 05:00 PM, on eproc2. bihargov.in gt Bom & g O g @ e 1, HE AETRaE. e S smieeE HeEe e =
o= ] Hfeg fofdr A o TE e T e (ga0T) v AR S 9", A e : E-TENDER NOTICE
3.5 Bid Opening Date 20.08.2025 at 11:00 AM on the eproc2. bihar.govin . TEAT—A00001. EW. TEA 1 FEET Govl. ol Bikar HDDIUU‘]IIU‘EEIAHthEF—ﬂl

o . R Fr— 2. TETAT e, SaF T & S,
3.6 | Pre-bid meeting venue | Supaul College of Engineering, Supaul Beena Road, Ward no- 24) PR T AT R S

Supaul, Bihar - 852131 SRFHTTORTE T | — 846001 The Rural Development Department, Government of Bihar, Patna, invites
e-tender (E-Procurement Mode only ) for RFP for empanelment of Service Providers

3.7 | Contact person Buyer, Supaul College of Engineering, Supaul Beena Road ) it w -
b w:rd i ;124 Supaugl Euharg—ESEHEl . ' Bid g Agencies for providing Aadhaar Enrolment Kits on lease basis and UIDAI certified
| . ; _ . et P Processing | enfisr =) operators/supervisors for Setting up and operations of Permanent Enrollment
Mobile no | +919163020573 Email ID: supaulcollege @ gmail.com - pe— wwrste al | A 1 e Fee (Thraugh ¢-?’“§m Centres (PECs).
#lo (& ) (w0 ) sy online 1:1 A . . ;
Note: No tender will be accepted after closing date and time in any circumstances. w0 &) {imzll-;tu]j il A Last date of submission of e-tender is date-14.08,.2025 Time- 04:00 P.M.
1, Bidder may download the tender document available from EFTﬂEE.bthﬂr-Eﬂ‘-’.]ﬂ and from | &0 .'r] i) Online publifcatinrr of the bid document is date-25.07.2025 Time-10:00A.M. Bid
26.07.2025 submit the tender by using the downloaded document by 19.08.2025. qTE 70 14 A documents/ RFP may be downloaded from websites or departmental website
For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar .-?|-4I;F'“-¢;| ﬁH https://state. bihar.gov.in/rdd/Sectioninformation htmi?editForm&rowld=3208
. e i This information is available on .state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar also
PR- 009319 { Sci & Tech ) 2025-26 Principal 1| wfEy ¥ amodhiodo [11344.03600 | 22690000 | 17.70000 E’EE:'; & HE : el Rt gov.in/p 2
Y ) 7. Tate Ty g afEm . . Iel @ WEF B (Malin Pratap Rana)
T3 ! A, T4 B Tﬂ‘t Supaul Eullege of E"E'"EE MnE. Supaul G U I PR. No. 009624 (RDD) 25-26 05D cum State Nodal Officer (Aadhaar)
P & | . " - ;
il < A ) ) T B WY e, gRide ¥ ' gREr|
Gout. R e wrnt state.bihar.gowin/prdbihar 1 o ot = wah & affstemn Erdns . Iy :
B 5 PR. No.009270 (B&C) 2025-26 A &H] G
ublic Health Engineering Department £ e TR . - .
B Biistor, Bhobho 91 W 999 F1 & UF § 9UER, 53 Ueed AR IRar § @) Ty KS
:H. Division, Bhabhua @ RURAL WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-TENDER NOTICE “é‘n:'ﬁh . Sth floor, Vishweshwaraiva Bhawan, Elaha'.l Road, Patna-E00001 .
TENDEH NIT HIJ 43;2“15"25!“1 UEIB HABH UA DEpﬂl‘tII'H:' n-l- ﬂf Agl‘it‘ultil I‘E '-'i? g i | f'r:_l._l|_: N e-proc urement mo :_i-:_—' -'_'|-".|'-|| ower htto:y S WAL DMy |.I'f|'|2_1l'_—'ri |‘_:i!" |_'.':"-"-|'"-_|
National Competitive Bidding Bihar Horticulture Dfﬁfflﬂllmfﬂt Soc if‘t}r ﬁ_rg Rural Works Department, Government of Bihar invites responses from eligible bidders
(Through e-procurement mode on www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) il A : Efjgh}g for the Request For Proposal (REP) — “Selection of solution provider for assessment and
2" Floor, Krishi Bhawan, Mithapur, Patna-800001, - ll.-llhl restrengthening of existing Management Information System (MIS) followed by its Operation and
Drlgnation ard Address of Advertear Exccutive Engineer, P.H, Division, Bhabhus, Phone Fax: 0612-2521776, e-mail: dir-bhds-bih@nic.in, Maintenance for Rural Works Department, Bihar",
— T - PRI Website:horticulture bihar.gov.in Sallent information Is as follows:
2 | i _ e b NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 1 | Date and Time for From 29/07/2025, 11:00 Hrs to 19/08/2025, 15:00 Hrs
] Period of sale {downloading} of 30.07.2025 to 14.08.2025 Up tol5:00 hrs, through i . Downloading/Purchasing of | RFF can be downloaded from
' tender Bid Dacument www.eproc2 bihar.govin Through e-procurement mode only over (https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in) Bidding Documents Kittp://wwwi.pmasytendersbih gowin
4 | Date time & place of pre-bid meeting | 09.08 2025 at 11.30 hrs; In the Office of Executive Very Short e-Tender for empanelment for SL‘EEHE and Installation 2 | Pre-bid meeting Date, Time & | 01/08/2025 at 15:00 Hrs
| | Engineer, P, H, Division, Bhabhua Venue Venue: Conference Hall
Last date and time of receipt [Epicading) 14082025 up 1o 16:00 hrs on of Poly House, Shade Net and Mulch Film in 2025-26 in the Rural Works Department, Government of Bihar.
il Lt | Wwapmcl oitargovn State of Bihar. ' SthFloor, Vishveshwaraiya Bhawan, Bailey
Date and time of opening of technical 14.08.2025 at 17:00 hrs on www.eproc2 bihargovin . : ; o ! : | Road. P Bihar BOOO15
B bid Bihar Horticulture Development Society [BHDS) invites online bids from reputed | Road, atna, Bihar :
| Date and time of opening of financial bid  To be informed later after the approval of technical ang experienced organizations for empaneiment for supply and installation o the Poly 3| Modeaf. submuton: 53 Q| | B cocumenttan hedk biittadonly aniing moce.
7. PRAYK iy . House, Shade Net and Mulch Film from reputed Manufacturers/Authorized Dealers/ Firms/ document http://www.pmgsytendershih.gov.in
Agencies/Govt, /Companies. The interested specialized organizations/firms/companies, 4 | Bid Submission Last date, | 19/08/2025 41l 15:00 Hrs
8. DETAILS OF WORK :- ADHAURA MULT| VILLAGE PIPED WATER SUPPLY SCHEME IN BLOCK- which are invalved and having experience of Supply and Installation of Poly House, Shade 5 | Bid Opening date. | 19/08/2025 at 15:30 Hours
ADHALRA, DISTRICT-KAIMUR UNDER P.H. DIVISION, Net and Mulch Film or related activities may apply. Empaneled firms will be eligible for & | Time and place and date for To be informed later
e N T Costal | peepr fud i supplyand installation of the different components mentioned above In the state. | | opening of the Financial Bid, - e
LT " Marme af Wark “he?ﬁ i Fijté":']_r:’ﬂ? Eaﬁluas.i E;::ffli,",_ p'f;:"'l‘l'_lm "p n_ﬁ The filled e-tender for technical & financial bid should be uploaded on the website: 7 | Tender Document Fee & Tender Document Fee of Rs. 100040/ - {Rupeez Ten
Group. | i Lakh  Money {ron A t:;'i".-?d eproc2.bihargovin by the bidder, EMD and tender feemust be sent through online mode Earnest Money Deposit | Thousand only) (Non -Refundable) and Earnest Money
fE{Ul"’“—El‘b‘E:' in muonths| 1NEFT,I'IRH:'IS:I Deposit of Rz, 500000/ - (Rupees Five Lac Only) will be
| . | : . . | SN | Particulars Details ' | submitted online (PMG5Y &  -tender online Account
. : 3 L : 3 7 g | Start Date & Time for Downloading of | through PMGSY e-tender portal by Internet Banking anly).
Surveying, Collection o T At 01.08.2025 (11:00 Hrs. )
: wign, —— e ~-- For f I it ; ; OV Engineer-in-Chief
H*:::ﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘:‘::::; ik Date, Time, and place for attending 05.08,2025 (12:00 Hrs), Place for physical pre-bid F:-rug'r;ﬁr I:d;u[ljl'};‘ gé;asffg;"m www.state bihargov.in/prdbihar o 'F"l'l:-irhs- essrhai
{'nn'.:ru:tinn-qu;ﬂ','. In'i:il'-lnrinn pre-bid meeting, The mode of meeting | meeting-Department of Agriculture, Directorate of o \ = : \
1 ari] r.r.-dTmi;*-':inr"ng;l':-"lf'::rm.nd 01 JREZQTA]  ZBRID 10000.040 590000 | 24 Manths 3 will be hybrid (physical and virtual) Haorticulture, 2nd Floor, Krishi Bhawan, Mithapur, —H%1 H 4 ﬂ'_‘l &l E “ & _E‘-'J[ JUY : @E Hdhe HI¥ U ﬁﬂ]q TI LT
Water bawri. Multi-village piged ; F'i'.jltrl-_'l - ED&EI.DEI 1. Link for virtual pre bid meeting
aeter ol st havia 788 will be published on BHDS website
MLE {Million Liter Per Dy hitp./Mhorticulture bihargovin o i Bih
Capacity, 0% nos. of Tube Well 5 | Last Date & Time far Downloading of 11.08.2025 (1200 Hrs.d . (00 DIAr
{including 03 Mos. of Stand by | Tender document el . : . : ;
TRVl Clcknwior rAas i | PflnedEmedon 14,08,2025 (15:00 Hrs.) Panchayati Raj Department
{Master Ground Starage E___Ej_hmlj#r‘.u’uhl_nfaduf |?-f I':If';!?;_flﬁrl'] . ETSTTTTr - Vikash Bhawan, New Secratariat, Patna-800015
Regeredis]- 01 Ma., GER- 06 Mas., _.._____H_l.'F arng timee of teEchnlcal o l‘.lE:-f'f'llﬂﬂ S, 5 16 a4 T5. | L
Zanal ESR-07 Mo, MSDIHDPE . 1 oy e : To ke intinated to technically successful bidder (s) E— TENDER NOTICE
5 e G: Date and time of financial bid opening
Distributeon Pipeline Network . -;_'||;1|'5r ?priﬂ_m_n#fznzs
el in F""“':"-'*'“ 5"‘2'“'-."""'“""- ;| Modal officer/Contact person for Deo Narayan Mahto , Deputy Director Horticulture (Mob E-tender notice for selection of Agency for Implementation and Support of Tally-Based
S;am:lug. TE"'-L ?:a' H “":'r'::' ol qQUeries Mo -H-iE]E]:iEIiDl. . 3 Integrated Financial Management System. The three tier Panchayati Raj Department, Governmeant
‘JT;:IH_“Z BID[T;E"::::WN 8. -E_E'de of Selection ___.___--E‘ir‘_r__‘;Lm'?fflff_tm” - LCBS{LL) of Bihar, Invites sealed tenders from eligible and experienced agencies for the supply,
|;..5»::,urt R R 9. | Itis mandatory to submit the EMD through online mode {NEFT/RTGS ) customization, installation, deployment, training and support of a multi-user Tally Software-based
m,n.m,,.m,_'.cmths af Teall Hiin Mission Director, Bihar Horticulture Development Society, Patna Integrated Financial Management System. The scope of work includes:-
and therafter operatian & reserves the right to revise/change/cancel the Tender without assigning any reasons . Provision of Tally Software (multi-user license)
Maintenances of the Entire thereof, 2 : : 3
; oy . . . Integration with designated server
Systerm far the next seven years _ _ For further details please visit : www.state.bihar.gov.infprdbihar
For further details please visit ; www.state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar ) Mission Director = Customization and deployment of the FI5 solution
PR. No. 009163 (PHED) 25-26 Exisciutive ERginsr Pi:00E30 ) ARiclitare | 2003 20 State Horticulture Mission, Bihar, Patna »  Installation across designated government facilities
91 Bl "N, 94ig S g gRar| P.H. Division, Bhabhua 9 ¥ g9 &1 & UF 8 SUEmR, *  CapacityBuilding and Training support
. Establishment of a helpdesk with a minimum of 48 personnel
. Ongoing technical support and related services
The solution is to be implemented across the offices of the Panchayati Raj Deépartment and
=TT m T ﬁh—_“ mm e S other associated department's facilities within the state, The last date & time of downloading &
el y ; £ Gh m m ’ﬂh Tt faferes submission of online bidding document s till 22.08.2025 up to 5:00 PM. The timeline for Pre-bid
(e, e 4 Fraes s ) UNITED "T““ﬁmﬁmmm query |s till 0B.08,2025 through e mall id - ecy-panchayat-bib govin, Bid document may be
HiYTs 2089 @ Amhm't_ﬁ""r!allﬂtﬂm‘“m'ﬂ : submitted online through and may be downloaded from the website
:ﬂﬁ!ﬂlﬂﬁmﬁ? ;ﬁa-r;ﬁ {1 ' El"i'hlrﬂ'llﬂl-_ﬂﬂﬂmi e hlt|!-_~'.'.'.';:.I:LI:.h1h:u'.g-:w,||'|.'h|ih:u*f-l;d.'ci'ri;-'q:nl-ith:,html
wRrg g e o i fsn smer B R R ooy 8 o erreld) & oo wnra @ oftaes 8 age anes @ aemesi- o Unitsd mﬁ;ﬁggﬂz gﬁrlfﬁlmne . Yo st ieaalipbie.on Wegars: bitw oy il pod il lsg _
SBTRRRT, Ty o/ e oETiRReT, T g e i v g arferes 2016 (e weier) 5 fRiEe oreen 6 sl Al s - % Pany (Sunil Kumar Jaiswal)
Public Sector Insurance Company invites e .
ares urier Fvem s & | Bids for: District Audit Officer
T - — G o u Efc ' T 3 T [ : ~ -:I = [ S T Ml e i oo 2 ; . X FElFll:hil Eﬁ HH' DE E‘thEﬂt
afins, AT, T R gate 1130 59 3§ 5 ane ) S 7 9 o el S B wm— 7 i e 1 #9150 HRe wme—a 6 SUPPLY. INSTALLATION. TESTING, : i
aiferer w1f ame= & w7 H a(EeH uF & 9y 9% grwe off Assistant Comissioner of Excise, Gaya & t=+% ¥ 74 Payable at SBI Main COMMISSIONING & MAINTENANCE OF 91 Eﬁ HY, ‘{ﬁﬁa Eﬁq qj'ﬁj’[ qﬁ‘a‘;‘ﬂ 4 Epgt“;"::;”;::m“"”'
Branch Gaya & | =it # sifts s ard og e o g8t i gam 8 | - VIDEQ CONFERENCING SOLUTION.
Fam &) Tea) o 110K 2025 07.08.2025 @1 T e AT e bl il
ViRO-11:30 TdiEd ¥ THI—0500 HIHEA T HET, T ol IRDAI Regn. No. 545 1
E—1 130 YaiET A HRU-—0500 TR 0 iagl . v W* ' [cHl
U T T A A g | 38,2025 ' 18.08.2025 I I
| e .l SO | At Y= - 01/2025—-26/Mod0a0
it B L B L s ot S WL i dFr W AITYAM | 9 @1 | @ Aias | sl 1, P w1 am— ﬂﬁ“l'ﬁ!'-l qETHesrd w1 Haey, [MER g2
Wo AfERW @AW | Wo/WWE | WAR | Sl Frdlers | wifln 5 SIS TeTaL ] TR O e arfters (fe), few, we=n|
it s Ho & PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION - ISSIIESIT BT Y& TF 5o g 5 95, e, |
o /R | Fratfia OF SHED AND OTHER MER Yler Y&, JEres, IWAR qod
e ASSOCIATED WORKS wgE % wiE, Bol 8o, $Ea AEe-g12,
E 2 3 4 ' 5 6 | 7 | 8 g | 11 11 | 12 | E-Tender Notice No.: 40-Engg- e A, e
‘ 21;’;;’-: e H‘-’ﬂ?ﬂ | & ”;;31‘” | BHEHSEE | MBMAGEIRLRGEAN mgm mf m;mm' ;?*F'*" T | ANY-2025-26 Dated: 21-07- 3. Pfder gafte & o Bl o9 sqn- PR sefie 29 o [l 9
.il =1L 3 i, [ UL hdl--i’.[-.'-‘-lqlﬁ 2025, E-!f..-nrﬂer.t. are invited by F eaw § faais—21.08.0005 &
20 e the undersigned for the following 00 A
Al-Giopalpur works: Brief Description of Item: _ ” 1500 =t de |
Sikandrabad, (I} At New Bongalgaon workshop 4. st & TEa A @
H’;-III::I"E!;;IIIE Praposed construction of shed s e B ) firTes—21.08.2025 %1 16:00 & |
slate-1iay ’ . . = i
Pradlesh, Pin No- and othar associated works.(ii) 5. FFifasT Wi @ T I faEm gfer “feml, ey, TEEN ISH
13308 Al Mew Bongalgaon workshop T =.-=-’ HiE wa) Hhas B TEI—612
i . g oL . : : : % & =Tl f i 1 i
2 | 2323 | @emg | 16513 &R | UPLAAL | GI3BEN3S3BE1 | MAAIEKEA1SO0Z14284 | %70,000.00 | X35,00000 | it &um Proposad construction of ACC B
27-11 17.07-2073 T p A gaRot. bullding agalnst Upgradation of R
Tl 2695 U= I y e & AT— ! )
2001 e =38 ;ﬂ# CTRB (Wagon) Section 1o Dus! B.5a ol 15 1540 o
: o i by Free Environment. Tender Value: Battery Cable for 25 Watt Digital Motorola VHF
'3::|'|TI|I'-— 1"|:' 5 79.18,76,890 74/ Eamest Hﬂl‘lﬁ'ﬁ': TS-'I.EI. I::.:I'_'II'I'I[CIEI!IIH'E wilh r'dcud&I-}{t.HM balaatal .
-r,]L |.;|L,I. il | 16,089,400/ Date & Time of closing gifes Specification PPO 3T DU‘jﬂ'ﬁ‘D,
| | o a ' = xt i T T = = =1 _;'_._-l' W"’ r
g | S5 | feamd 42322 THHY UPpdl- | JADGEIEGFI0614 | MBLIAGAGEGPRSITT | 31800000 [ F9.000,00 | H4=579 SN aadibaiickd 1?'“ UES, G S8 D'Em.'_.htqh 45:?!.“ bR VR, YT
o8 47 S : Fabjadt 2025 & opening at 15:30 hrs. of U & G Wl E |
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

IHAVE CHANGED MY NAME
FROM SHANTINAIRTO SHANTI
VIJAYKUMAR NAIR AS PER MY
AADHARCARD  0070980090-2

I Babita W/0, Rajesh Kumar
Shukla R/o H-402, Gh-02/b, Elite
Homz, Sector-77,Noida-201301,
Dist. Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttarpradesh have changed
my name to Babita Shukla.

0040801329-1

Change of N\ame MARAPUREDDI
SATYARAO Father of No.
15795151A, NK Rambabu
Marapureddi of 23RR (Rajput)
C/056 APO J&K Permanent R/o
H.No. 1/28,Village
Panchadarla, Teh. Rambilli,
Dist. Visakhapatnam, Present
Dist. Anakapalli, State Andhra
Pradesh-531061, do here
declare that | have changed my
name from SATYA RAO to
MARAPUREDDI SATYARAO vide
Affidavit No.
AP00240049277586X Date
17/06/2025 Before Public
Notary Yalamanchili (AP)
concern please note

0070980145-1

Change of N\ame MARAPUREDDI
PARVATHI Mother of No.
15795151A, NK Rambabu
Marapureddi of 23RR (Rajput)
C/056 APO J&K Permanent R/o
H.No.1/28, Village
Panchadarla, Teh. Rambilli,
Dist. Visakhapatnam, Present
Dist. Anakapalli, State Andhra
Pradesh-531061, do here
declare thatl have changed my
name from PARVATHI to
MARAPUREDDI PARVATHI vide
Affidavit No.
AP00203276364205X Date
17/06/2025 Before Public
Notary Yalamanchili (AP)
concern please note.

0070980153-1

| Aaditya Sharma S/o Sushil
Kumar Sharma R/o R-46,
Sector-11, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, U.P-201301 have
changed my name to Aditya
Sharma for all purposes.

0040801440-1

I, Manoj Jain, S/o Mahesh Jain,
residing at 4864, Jain Bhawan, 24,
Darya Ganj, Delhi-110002, have
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar Jain & undertake both
Manoj Kumar Jain & Manoj Jain
are same person. 0070980099-1

I, Yogesh kumar Resident of vpo-
Farmana, distt-Sonipat, Haryana-
131408,have changed my
daughter name CHAARVIto
CHAARVICHAUDHARY vide
affidavit dtd.25/07/2025 before
Delhi court. 0050270661-1

I, Yogesh kumar Resident of Vpo-
Farmana Distt-Sonipat, Haryana-
131408 have changed my son
name from PRIYANSH to
PRIYANSH KUMAR vide affidavit
dtd 25/07/2025 before Delhi court.

0050270660-1

I, Vandana Kaul D/O Harji Lal W/O
Ravinder Nath Kaul R/O 941, 2nd
Floor, Gram Sabha,Pooth Kalan
Extension, Pooth Kalan, Pooth
Kalan, North West Delhi, Delhi -
110086, have changed my name to
Bimla Kaul. 0050270663-1

I, Chhoti kumari W/o Murari Kumar,
R/o B-217, Ram Leela Chowk,
Chhattarpur, Extension, South
Delhi-110074, have changed my
name to Mintu Kumari.

0050270750-1

LYASH KAUSHIKS/O HARSH
VARDHAN KAUSHIK R/O FLAT
NO.81 GROUND-FLOOR POCKET-
D2 NEARTITIKSHA PUBLIC-
SCHOOL SECTOR-11,ROHINI
DELHI-110085.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO YASH VARDHAN
KAUSHIK. 0040801407-3

I,Sukriti, D/o-Laxmi Narayan
Baweja,Address- Plot.no-203,
F/F Pkt-A2,Sector-Dwarka.
Delhi- 110075, changed my
name to Sukriti Baweja

0040801435-4

l,Sanjeev Agrawal,S/0-Arvind
Kumar,Addrs-ward no-32,near
hanuman mandir,kharag
Narain road,Mungeriganj,
Begusarai-851101,have
changed my name to Sanjiv
Kumar Agarwal. 0040801407-10

I hitherto known as Namaj Rain S/O
Alijul Rain R/o N-93, 3 Vishnu Garden
Tilak Nagar West Delhi Delhi-18 have
changed my name and shall hereafter
be known as Nayaz Rain

0130054232-1

I,Sachal Gupta,S/o0 Akhilesh
Kumar Gupta,Addrs-116,
nasratpura,ghaziabad 201001,
changed my name to Sachal
Kumar Gupta. 0040801407-8

I,SANGITA KUMARI,spouse
of, SANIT KUMAR,resident at,F-
3,Tower-11,Type-V,GPRA
Complex,East-Kidwai Nagar,
New Delhi-110023,have changed
my Name,from SANGITA
KUMARI to SANGITA vide-
Affidavit dated-24.07.2025,at
Delhi. 0040801435-10

I,SALIM KHAN,S/O SAHID
KHAN,R/0 HNo.A-126,MAIN
ROAD,Indira Vihar,Delhi
110094.have changed my name
toHAJISALIM KHAN.
Permanently. 0040801435-6

I,Ruksaanaalias Sakilaalias
Shakila D/o Shokin W/o Masood
R/o Budhanpur, PO. Gangoh,
Dist-Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh
247341 have changed my name
to Shakila for all purposes.

0070980141-1

I,Reena Choudhary Spouse of
Bharat Bhushan Resident of
Village-Sheela,P.S.-Passu,
Tehsil-Dharamshala Distt.-
Kangra-H.P.-176057,have
changed my name from Reena
Choudhary to Reena Kashyap,
Vide Affidavit Dated-14.07.2025
before Distt-Court-
DharamshalaH.P. 0040801391-1

I,Ramesh Chandra Grover alias
Romesh Chander Grover,S/o-
Prem Chand Grover,R/0, House.
no.441 near Bandh DDr.
mukherjee Nagar,Delhi-
110009,have changed,my
name,to Romesh Chandra
Grover. 0040801446-3

I,Rakesh Kumar Bakshi,S/0,
Raghunandan Lal,R/0O,D-
112,Jhilmil Colony,Shahdra,
Delhi-110095,declare that
Rakesh Bakshiand Rakesh
Kumar Bakshi both,the
names,are same,person.

0040801446-2

I,Rajendar Parsad,S/o-Sagar
Mal,R/0-Purohit Ka Mohalla
Kolsiya,Jhunjhunun, Rajasthan-
333042,have changed my name
to RajendraPrasad,for all future
purposes 0040801435-2

I,Raj Kumar Saxena S/0 Late Shri
YadRam Saxena, R/o Flat.No: K-
906,9th floor,Stellar One Greater
Noida Uttar Pardesh-
201306,have Changed my,name
to Raj Saxena permanently.

0040801407-4

I,ROHIT AGARWAL S/0 Rajiv
Agarwal R/0-G-27 G.F Kailash
Colony,Greater Kailash Delhi-
110048,changed my minor
daughter name ANAHITA
AGARWAL to ANNAHITAA
AGARWAL 0040801435-5

I,Pratibha Rani,D/0-Ashok
Kumar,W/0 Sanjay Kumar
Vats,R/0,H.No.-1145,Sector-
21,Near-Market, Dundahera,
Gurugram (Haryana)-
122016,have changed my name
to Pratibha Rani Vats.

0040801412-1

I,Pooja Sethi/Pooja Jain/Puja
Jain,W/0-Vikash Kumar Sethi,
R/o-Tower-A-3,Flat.No.-401,
Uniworld City West,Sector-30,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001,have
changed my name to Pooja
Vikash Sethi,for all,purposes.

0040801407-7

,POOJA W/O,GAURAYV SAINIL,WZ-
33,3RD FLOOR, GALI.NO-
11,KRISHNA PURI,TILAK
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-110018.
I,have change,my name,to
HARPREET KAUR and use,this
forall,purpose. 0040801446-4

I,PARKASH S/O-SULTAN
SINGH,R/0O D-4,VEENA ENCLAVE
NANGLOI TIKRI KALAN,DELHI-
110041.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PARKASH BHARDWAJ.

0040801416-1

I,Nasreen Begum,W/0O-Zahid
Siddiqui,R/0-B-416,Raghubir
Nagar,J J Colony,Delhi-
110027,declare that my name
has been wrongly written as
Nasrin Begum in my minor son
Abubakar Siddiqui aged-14-
years in his School Records.My
actual nameis Nasreen Begum,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0040801412-10

I,Mukesh S/o Ganga Sahai,R/o H-
401,Mangol Puri, North West
Delhi,Delhi-110083,have
changed my name to Mukesh
Kumar for all future purposes.

0040801407-5

I,Min Parsad Lamichhane, S/o-
Tara Nath Lamichhane, R/o,Flat-
No.D-5/2,Exclusive-Floor, DLF
Phase-5,Sector-53,Galleria-DLF-
IV,Gurugram, Haryana-
122009,have changed my-minor
son’s name Vikas Lamichhane
to Khom Prasad Lamichhane.

0040801454-4

I,Mansi D/O.Bhaskar,R/0O.Plot No-
B-25,2nd Floor,Bhagwati-
Garden Extension,Uttam
Nagar,Delhi-110059 have
changed my name Mansi
Chamoli,for all,future purpose.

0040801416-3

LSURJEET SINGH,S/0O - DARSHAN
SINGH MATHARU R/0O -3630,
RAJA PARK, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI-110034,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME SURJEET SINGH
MATHARU. 0040801407-1

LSURINDER SINGH,S/O-SURJEET
SINGH MATHARU R/O,FLAT NO.-
105,3rd FLOOR,D-BLOCK,
SECTOR-8, DWARKA,DELH]I -
110077,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME SURINDER SINGH
MATHARU 0040801407-2

I,SUNIL S/o Satish Kumar R/o-D-
1505 D-Block Jahangirpuri
Delhi-110033,inform that my
name SUNIL KUMAR and SUNIL
is same and one Person

0040801416-5

LSHAHINA W/O-MOHAMMED
RAIS,R/0-1817,3RD-FLOOR
CHOWK SUIWALAN
DARYAGANJ, DELHI-2,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHAHINA PARVEEN.

0040801412-8

I Sanjeev Maggon S/0, Sh Dev
Raj Maggo R/0 B 193, DIf,
Capital Green, 15 Shivaji Marg,
Karam Pura, Moti Nagar, New
Delhi 110015 have changed my
name to Sanjeev Maggo.

0040801438-1

I,Manju Devi W/o Late Rakesh
Kumar Maloo,R/0 M-30,Lajpat
Nagar-ll,New Delhi-110024 have
changed my name to Manju
Devi Maloo. vide Affidavit No.IN-
DL23725438401232X Dated-
24.07.2024 at Delhi

0040801416-4

,MOHD AHKAM S/O-MEER
HASAN R/O-WZ-595A, 1st
FLOOR, MADIPUR VILLAGE,
PASCHIM VIHAR,DELHI-
110063,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME MOHD AHAKAM SALMANI
0040801416-2

I Poonam Gurjar W/o Sachin
Gurjar R/o H-3, Beta-2, Greater
Noida, G.B. Nagar, U.P. 201306
inform you that In my son
Aadvik Kasana documents my
name is mentioned as Poonam
and my husband name Sachin
that whichisincorrect. My
correct nameis Poonam Gurjar
and My Husband name is Sachin
Gurjar 0070980148-1

I, Vishal Kumar S/0 Chandra
Bhushan Singh R/0 D-1404,
AjnaraHomes, Sector-16B,
Greater Noida west, U.P. -
201306, have changed my name
to Vishal Singh.

0040801446-6

I, MOHAMMAD FAKHRE ALAM
S/0-MD RAZI AHMED,R/O.FLAT
NO.38/18,FIRST-FLOOR
PROBYEN-ROAD UNIVERSITY OF
DELHI DELHI-110007,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO MD
FAKHRE ALAM,FOR FUTURE.

0040801412-5

I,MD FAKHRE ALAM,S/0O-MD RAZ]|
AHMED, R/O,FLAT.NO.38/18
FIRST FLOOR PROBYEN ROAD
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI,DELHI
110007,HAVE CHANGED MY
MINOR’S DAUGHTER NAME
MAHEEN TO MAHEEN RAZ]|
PERMANENTLY 0040801412-6

LKULVINDRA KAUR W/0O-JOGA
SINGH R/O-VILLAGE SAGMAL
HARSANA POST TODA KAIRANA
SHAMLIUTTAR PRADESH-
247778,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KULVINDER KAUR.

0040801435-1

I,LHIMANSHU DEVENDER SINGH
W/o Abhilash Kant,R/0-179,New
Millennium Apartment,Pocket-
7,Sector-21,Rohini,Sultanpuri C-
Block Delhi-110086,have
changed my name to HARSHIKA
KANT. 0040801407-6

I,Daniyal Kazmi alias Daniya
Kazmi,d/o Naiyer Husain,r/o
H.no.65/2A Rashid-Market
Krishna-Nagar East-Delhi,Delhi
110051,have changed my name
toDaniyaKazmi 0040801416-8

l,Lakshay S/o Yash Pal Chhabra
R/01-131, First-Floor, Kirti Nagar,
New Delhi-110015, have
changed my name to Lakshay
Chhabra. 0040801454-2

I,BUSHRA SAIFI,W/O MOHAMMAD
ANAS,R/0O-7128 GALI MADARSE
WALI BERI WALA BAGH-AZAD
MARKET,DELHI-110006 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
BUSHRA,FOR FUTURE.

0040801412-4

I,Sanjay Kumar,S/0-Ram Narain
R/0,H.No0.-1145, Sector-21,Near
Market, Dundahera, Gurugram,
(Haryana)-122016,have
changed my name to Sanjay
Kumar Vats. 0040801412-2

I,Aklesh Kumar Gupta,S/o Asha
Ram Gupta, Addrs-116,
nasratpura,ghaziabad-201001,
changed my nameto Akhilesh
Kumar Gupta. 0040801407-9

I,ARUN KUMAR ARORA S/0-RAM
SARAN ARORA,R/O
FLAT.NO.84,POCKET A-
3,SECTOR-8, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085, have changed my name
to ARUN ARORA 0040801446-1

L,ANVESHA MALHOTRA,W/0O
RITIN MALHOTRA,R/O-D8
SHANTI APPARTMENT SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,DELHI-110085,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHILPA
MALHOTRA. 0040801412-3

I, hitherto known as GARIMA D/O
PRASHANT KUMAR R/0O G-114,
UPPER GROUND FLOOR,
PUSHKAR ENCLAVE, PASCHIM
VIHAR, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110063 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known as
GARIMA SHRIVASTAVA.

0070980181-1

l, Yash Pal S/o Sh.H N Chhabra
R/0 L-86, Kirti-Nagar,New Delhi-
110015, have changed my name
to Yash Pal Chhabra.

0040801454-1

I, Rajeshwar Singh S/o Ranvir
Singh Yadav R/o Sector-122,
Parthala Khanjarpur, Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar, U.P.-
201301 have changed my name
from Rajeshwar Yadav to
Rajeshwar Singh. Henceforth
hereafter be known as
RAJESHWAR SINGH for all future
purposes. 0070980149-1

I, Kalpana C/o Ratan MistriR/0
418, 4th Floor, Block-A, Pkt A-14,
Kalkaji Extn., Kalkaji, Delhi-19
have changed my nameto
KalpanaMistri  0070980133-1

I, Ikhlas Ahmed S/o0 Ahmad
Din,R/0 House-No0.A-78,
Second-Floor, Lane-No.3, Johri-
Farm, Jamia-Nagar, Okhla,New
Delhi-110025,have changed
my-name to Ikhlas Ahmed
Batla. 0040801454-5

I,Ajay Chaudhary,S/o-Sita
RamAdd-Anapur, anapur,
Allahabad, uttar pradesh-
228411,changed my nameto
Ajay Kumar. 0040801412-7

I, Ikhlas Ahmed S/o Ahmad Din
R/o0 House-No0.A-78, Second-
Floor, Lane-No.3, Johri-Farm,
Jamia-Nagar, Okhla,New Delhi-
110025,that my-father’s name
is wrongly-writtenin my
Passport-No.B0387088 as
Ahmed Din Batla instead of his
correct name is Ahmad Din.

0040801454-6

I, Hiromi Miura D/o Shunichi
Nakano R/0 2 nd Floor, A24,
Amber, Emerald Hills Floors,
Sector 65, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122102, have change my name
from Hiromi Miura to “Hiromi
Fukuoka”, for all purposesin
future. 0040801358-1

I, Hari Kishan Singh S/o Jaishee
Singh R/0 H.N0.105, Om Sai
Enclave, Chipyana Buzurg, G.B.
Nagar, U.P. have changed my
name to HARIKISHOR SINGH for
all future purposes.

0070980140-1

I, DIPESH KUMAR S/0 Sat Pal R/0
House No0.280, 1st Floor Blk-B,
Pkt-4, near by D.A.V.PU. Rohini
Sector-7 North West Delhi-
110085 have changed my minor
daughter name GANIKA alias
ANIKA aged 11 years to ANIKA.

0040801435-7

I, ANNU KHAN W/0O HANIF KHAN
R/0 BLOCK-A, RANGPURI, NEAR
OLD SHIV MANDIR,
MAHIPALPUR, PO: GURGAON
ROAD, SOUTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110037 declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as ANNU in my
Marriage Certificate No.
90730000193613. The actual
name of mine is ANNU KHAN,
which may be amended
accordingly. 0070980138-1

I, Archana D/o Dharam Pal
Paswan R/o K-144, Shakurpur
J.J. Colony, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Archana
Paswan 0040801336-1

LOST & FOUND
I,Sidharth Agarwal,S/o
Mr.Rajeev Agarwal,R/0,C-
1006,Prateek Edifice,Sector-
107,Noida,U.P. 201031,have lost
the TPA dated 21-11-2023,for
unit-24B Tower-1, Max
Estate,Sector-128,Noida issued
by Max Estate128 on 19-7-
2025.In case anyone has found
or locate them.Email:
Sidharth25@gmail.com.

0040801416-9

I, Abdul Quddus S/o0 Md.
Shafiuddin R/o C-439 J.J. Colony
Bawana Delhi-110039. have lost
Allotment cum Demand Letter
no.SEZ/RB/DB/P7-2/348/4. If
Found. Pl Contact: 9818826618

0070980175-1

PROPERTY
PROPERTY FOR SALE

I, Rajendra Kumar, S/o0 Man
Singh, R/0-H.No 15, Chaura
Sadatpur, Sector-22, Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar, 201301,
have changed my nameto
Rajendra Kumar Gola, for all
future purposes. 0040801333-1

I, PANKAJ JAIN S/O VISHAMBHAR
DAYAL JAIN R/0 B-32, UPPER
GROUND FLOOR, JAIN PARK, OPP.
JP SHARMA OFFICE,UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059 declare
that name of my father has been
wrongly written as
BISHAMBHAR JAIN in my 10th
class educational documents
and Passport No.N1706150. The
actual name of my fatheris
VISHAMBHAR DAYAL JAIN

0070980135-1

I, Niranjan Kumar S/o0 Ram Kumar
Goyal R/0 H.No0. 123-124,Third-
Floor Pocket-5, Sector-21 Rohini
Delhi-110086,have changed my
name to Niranjan Goyal.

0040801435-3

I, Munni Khatoon W/o
Sahabuddin R/o C-44/3, Third
Floor,Shaheen Bagh, Abul Fazal
Enclave-2, Okhla, Delhi-110025
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Zeenat Parveen for all future
purposes. 0070980139-1

I, MonicaS/o Jai Singh R/o Flat-
No.404, Tower-DG-7,Devika
Gold-Homez, Greater-Noida
West, Gautambudh Nagar-
201306, U.P.,have changed my-
name to Monika Singh.

0040801454-3

I, Mandeep Kaur W/o Munish
Mehta, R/0-D11/23, GF,DLF-
Exclusive Floors,DLF Phase-5
Sector-53, Gurgaon-122009,
have changed my nameto
Mandeep Kaur Mehta.

0040801367-1

IRajender Kumar S/o Kishan Lal
R/0 E-16/334 Block E-16 Bapa
Nagar Karol Bagh Delhi 110005
have changed my name to
Rajinder Kumar Tanwer for all
purposes 0040801192-1

I Niti/Niti Kaur W/0, Harinder
Singh,D/0 Ajit Singh Gulati
\r\nR/o B-139,ugf, Fateh Nagar,
New Delhi-18 have changed my
name to Niti Lakhyani for all
purposes. 0040801436-1

I, Vishal Singh S/0 Chandra
Bhushan Singh R/0 D-1404,
Ajnara Homes, Sector-16B,
Greater Noida west, U.P. -
201306, have changed my minor
son name from Aadvik Singh to
Amey Singh. 0040801446-7

Platinum-9 World Tower, Wakad,
Pune’s Tallest Commercial,
Iconic Award Winning Project &
India’s 1st 3 Level 360° Revolving
Restaurant, Dream Investmentin
Premium Showrooms, Retail
Shops, Food Court, Smart
Corporate Offices & Multipurpose
Spaces 15Ft. Height, Your Legacy
Starts Here- Once in a Lifetime
Opportunity. Contact-
7205970999.

0090379661-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

B i% pubicly mhormied Bl mre chint Shi
Aok Gupts {83 10204285) Sho 5w Satsh
Babi Gupla B B-7%, Mawur Agarimanl,
Secfor-0, Rohird Delhi-B5. imlends 1o
porchese Sodely Fal Mo.B-16 Geound
Flooe. Shown in the layout plan of Royal
CGHE L, known 2 Baur Aparimanl,
Fiol Ko 55 Sactor-8, Rofind, Delhi-A5 from
Shn Pralay Kumar Manda 5o shi Frahila
Bumar Manda. My Pratzy Kumar Manda
chesthanses fhal el e lnst ongingf documents
ie, Cormeyance Deed DEG5S.10.2012,
Lfoimen Laltar, Possession Laller, Sham
Cerfilicate  Deraining to abave zai
propary slandng in e nama of Sm
Argak Manda Wio She Prafay Kumar
Manda, Ha has akeady ledged an onviing
recessary NCR on 5.10.2024 wvide LR
Mo 21TR05Y, Amy personisliassadialion,
company, bank slo whe may proses thal
Feshaithey haee any mghl, flla, dami in
te saEd property then nedshethey misl
contact my disnl invwriling al his addtess or
& my below gven adoness within fiftesn
ciays [rom tha dals of thes Nofica, otharsiss
surhoaim shel be e ag ool & voud

Ddllp Bumar (Aowocnba)
Ol C-14313, Sactor-11, Rohin, Dafni

FUBLIEC MNMOTIHCEE

Thisis b indorm Geraral Pablic t largs
thal my client Mr. Arshad Jamal
| Sidoiqui Sfo: Bh, Jemaluddin Siddqui
Rita 34-5, Sector &, Jasola Vihar, Delhi-
110025 has already wilhdrawn
Ireyoled Speclal Power of Allomey
datad DE.DBE.2012 & 18.12:2015
gxecuied in favcur of Miohd, Ashhar S
Lale Mehd, Cwais Ao F-2A, First
Floar, Skahesn Bagh, Kew Dl
T0025 & Sh. Jeshan Zama Khan Sia
Ahmad Zama Khan presanty Rio G-
88; Pockel 7, Jasela Vikar, Mew Dilki-
11H25 in respect of immovable
propany La. 1000 54, Yds. outal 1230
Sg. Yds baing pan of Khasra Mo, 372
Min, sihaled In the ansa of Villags
Jascla, Tehsd Mehrauli, Mew Daininow
kncwn as Shaheer Bagh, Abul Fazal
Enclawe, Part I, Jamia Magar, Okhig,
e Dl 110025 Mow MohiE Ashhar
& 5h. Jeshan Zama Khan hava not
hizre] Sutharty of powes 1o deal i gy
manner ‘whatsoaver in respect of 1he
sbave sad propery Public at large 15
hareby informed  that- any parsan
deatng wilh Abowe sad Mahd, Askhar
t Bh. Zeshan LZama Khan in respect ol
abayve aaid propesty shall be daing it &
lhar owts Casl and risk and my i
shall notbe keld Eahle for ary desling !
Iransaction carmed dul by Mobd
Aghhar & Sh Fashan Zama Khan n
fesech af e aboyve s propenty and
said dagling will b= trested as rall and
woid M. Bagum (Advacats)

Th. Mo... 28, Pablak Houze Couds,
| Naw Lhalnk 110001 |

PUBLIC NOTICE

All are hereby informed through this
Public Notice that my client
Smt. Varsha Bhandari R/o Q-52, 2nd
Floor, Rajouri Garden, Delhi-110027,
has debarred her son Anish Bhandari
from her all movable and immovable
property as he and his wife Nishtha
Chopra are having matrimonial
disputes with each other. My client shall
not be held responsible for any of his
acts, deed and things in whatsoever in
any manner.

Sd/-
C. MANN
Advocate
Ch. No. 339A, western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI MANISH
ROHILLA, WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN FROM
LICHFL AND THERE IS A DEATH OF SHRI
BALDEV KRISHAN DUTT DIED ON 03.03.2017
AND HIS DAUGHTER SMT. RENU BAKSHI D/O
LATE SHRI BALDEV KRISHAN DUTT WAS
EXPIRED ON DATED 09.06.2014 AND IN RESPECT
OF THE FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING NO.
‘WZ-467, OLD NO. 237 (237/467), HAVING LAND
AREA MEASURING 58 SQ. YDS., OUT OF
KHASRA NO. 380, KHEWAT NO. 44, KHATA NO.
101, BUILT ON PLOT NO. 24, SITUATED IN THE
AREA OF VILLAGE SALEEMPUR MAZRA
MADIPUR, DELHI STATE DELHI, NOW COLONY
KNOWN AS RISHI NAGAR, SHAKUR BASTI,
DELHI-110034, SELLER (1) SHRI ABHISHEK
SETHI & (2) SHRI DEVINDER KUMAR DOES NOT
HAVE DEATH CERTIFICATE AND SURVIVING
MEMBER CERTIFICATE AND THERE ARE NO
OTHER LEGAL HEIRS ALSO.

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM THE
DATE OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE.

Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate
Enrl. No. D-446/2002
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGA
INDERLOK, DELHI-IlOOSq

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform the Public at large that my clients
Mr. Suraj Prakash, R/o 138, Flats/Shops,
Sarojini Nagar Market, NDMC, South West
Delhi-110023 and his wife Mrs. Saroj, R/o 4B
DDA Flats Phase 2 Katwaria Saria, Hauz Khas,
South Delhi 110016 has disowned their Son
Namely Mr. Vikash Kashyap, R/o 138,
Falts/Shops Sarojini Market NDMC, South Delhi-
110023 from all movable and immovable
properties and severed all his relations from their
said son, due to his disobedient and ill behaviour.

Anybone dealing with him may do so at his/her

own risk and consequences and my clients shall

not be responsible for that in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/-

Rahul Raj Verma

Advocate

Ch. No. 448, Saket Court,

New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my client
Smt. Renu Mohan W/o Sh. Brij Mohan
R/o 7005, 1st Floor, Block No.14-B, Dev
Nagar, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005,
have disowned her Son Lakshay Mohan,
her daughter in-law Mrs. Nisha Sarsar
from all their movable and Immovable
estate. My client and their estate shall not
be responsible in any manner for any
act/deed done by her son, daughter in-law
any person dealing with them shall deal at
his/her own risk& cost thereof and further
shall be dealt with as per the law.

Sd/-
AMIT BATRA
Advocate
Ch. No. 224, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

liz for theinlomaton of gererad puble thal
iy Clent Mye asha Rani, Wi Late &chan
Lal, Rfoc HMo, 088, Ashram Wal Gal
Punjab Knore. Delni -110008, do henoby
sobermnty affirm and declarp that she i the
sifgen of ndia  Thal the propery Khala
Ha2ld & 201, KhMe, 16D, 190 & 404
aikistad & Wilags Puniah Khore Deliin the
nma of 5P Dauls? Kam, 540 Labe Bam
[t Mal |Ancesior). Thal my her-ndae
Sh. Dauat Ram made & Tead of WAL n
Lrapin nl:j,' Fushand Lale Mohan Lal, Sin
Lates Dhilal Bam sorculluml Land, Khaln
Ma. 200 & 201, KhKe. 160, 190 & 191
aihusted. o village . Puorjab Khees, Del
Thiel now, | wanl 1o kaneher of Vicasal of
Booyl menlioned propsety 0 he nevs ol
dshg Rani  Hamsharsn Sehgal, Vi
Ezhgal ‘Rashi and S'\:_:r-_'la Kambof I
anyane has any ahjeciian ar claim
whatsormr hen rase e same aikin 3
daye fnoe e Sale ol i pudiicalion
RAKESH CHAND (ADVOCATE)
Seal No. 18, APJ Block, Tia Hazar|
Court, Delhi 110034
Mob.: BOTHESS5AT

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Om Prakash S/o Brij Mohan R/o H. No. 32A, Rishal
Singh Park, Kamruddin Nagar, Delhi Also at H. No. 233, Gali
No. 4, Friends Enclave, Sultanpuri, Delhi-86 has committed
(or are suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No. 516/2019 U/s 326 IPC, PS Nihal Vihar, Delhi and it has
been returmed to a Warrant of arrest thersupon issued that the
said accused person(s) Om Prakash can not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) Om Prakash has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
FProclamation are hereby made that the said accused person(s)
Om Prakash of case FIR No. 516/2019 U/s 326 IPC, PS Nihal
Vihar, Delhi are required to appear before this court to answer
the said complaint on or before dated 25.09.2025

By Order

Komal Garg

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
West Distl., Room No, 292

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/9733/0Df2025
(Court Matter)

My client Ms. Manho Devi Wio
Late Sh. Surat Singh Rio: H.No,
184, Near Dada Bhatya, Village
Daryapur kalan, Delhi-110033,
severa all relations, debar her
s0n Mr, Paramjeet Sehrawal rom
all movable-immovablej
properiylies) due lo his
migconduct, misbehaviour and
\hostile demeance. My client shall
not be respansible for any of his:
{acts in fulure.
Rajesh Gehlawat (Advocate)
Cf: H-170205, Bector-T, Rokini, Dathi-85:

HEACE TIAEE, O ST IUEAE WSl oS, I

website: www.education.rajasthan.gov.in/mcchuru,
Email: principal.mc.churu@rajasthan.gov.in Phone: 01562-251888

HUh - o/ fafaer amEet 7T Wi 2025327 feqier: 21.07.2025

3-Taferar WOl gaT -10/2025-26
(UBN No.-MCC2526SLOB00013)

dfed dHeaTel SuTeArd Afehel Hici, % H gNI Siie Sfad Sl 399 8 faieh 01.07.2025

w1 S ffaar & qerdient ffesr wdt #, ffast S Td Eien & dea # " e T 2

e wegof faeaRor Se@Ee https:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, ®
eI 7 3TTaS |

F3SIWRBIEIDI0)

ufsa deare IureA

DIPR/10290

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Karan S/o Late Kanya Sai, Rfo Vega Bond, Nasir Pur Park,
Delhi & Village Parhedi, Distt. Siwan, Bihar has committed
{or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No. 019952/2021, U/S 379/411 IPC, P.5.
Nihal Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the said accused Karan can not
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Karan has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Karan of
FIR No. 019952/2021, U/S 379/411 IPC, P.S. Nihal Vihar,
Delhi is required to appear before this court {or before me) to
answer the complaint on or before the day of 08.09.2025.

By Order,

Ms. Komal Garg

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03(West)
Room No. 292

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/9702/0D/2025(Court Matter)

The Brihanmumbai Electric

Supply & Transport Undertaking
{OF THE BERIHANMUMBA| MAHANAGARPALIFKA)

E-tender is re-invited for the supply of following item.

TENDER NOTICE

(1) 80349,

MNote: For more details, log on to
website https://mahatenders.gov.in

PRO/AAM(M)/45/2025

GENERAL MANAGER |

Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Limited
(A State Government Undertaking)

Himfed Building, BCS, New Shimla-171009.
Phones: 0177-2671589
CIN: U40101HP2006SGC030591

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FROM ELIGIBLE PRACTICING
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT FIRMS, FINANCIAL ADVISORY FIRMS
AND ACCOUNTING ADVISORY FIRMS FOR UPDATING OF THE
FINANCE & ACCOUNTS MANUAL OF THE CORPORATION.
HPPCL invites Sealed Quotations from eligible Chartered
Accountant Firms, Financial Advisory Firms and Accounting
Advisory firms for updating the Finance & Accounts Manual of

the Corporation.

The detailed NIT in this regard are available at HPPCL's
website www.hppcl.in and you can also download/visit our
portal i.e. https://www.tenderwizard.in/HPPCL.

-Sd-
Sr. Manager (F&A)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Sakir Ali S/o AkbarAli R/o S-81/230, IG Camp,
Hari Nagar, near Sunlight Colony Asram has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR
No. 182/17 U/s 279/338 IPC PS Rajouri Garden, Delhi
and it has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon
issued that the said accused Sakir Ali cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Sakir Ali has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Sakir Ali in FIR No.
182/17 Uls 279/338 IPC PS Rajouri Garden, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before 25.08.2025.

By order
Shri Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02

DP/9544/\WD/2025 is Hazari Court, Delhi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E- TENDER NOTICE
Mo: NR-DLIOMCNWIT2025 Diate: 23.07.2025

For and on behalf of President of Indta. Sr Dwvislonal Mechanical Engineer (Fr.)
Morham Rafway, Dethi Division inviles open e-tender on "SINGLE PACKET SYSTEM'
For followeng work Irom sxgpersanced and capable tenderars,

1 | Hame of Wark LUp-gradalion of Brake Van with Provesion of Guard

Chalr and Dther Essential Amenities at WCCTED

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Personis) Azuruddin @ Ajju, Slo: Mehboab Qurashi Rlo:
H.No. 84 Near Tej Building, Soti Ganj Meerut UP has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No. 99/25, Us: 25 A. Act PS: Ghazipur, Delhi and it has
been returned lo a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused person(s) Azuruddin @ Ajju, cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused person(s) Azuruddin @ Ajju, has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused parson(s)
Azuruddin @ Ajju, of FIR No. 99/25, Us: 25 A, Act PS:
Ghazipur, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to

af E-Tender Docunment

B L L it answer the said complaint on or before 01.09.2025,

3 | Pesiod of Waork Twalve (12) Months By Order

4 | Advertised Value Rs. 1,33.88,044 004 (including provision of GST) Mr. Sachin

5 | EamestMoney tobe Ris. 216,500,001, through met banking or gateway ony Ld. Judicial Magistrate, First Class-03
deposited DP/9709/EDI2025 East District, Court No, 16

B | Tender Document Cost Ml (Court Matter) Karkardooma Court, Delhi

¥ | Date and Time avallability | From 23.07 2025 to 1308 2025 al 1500 hrs

A | Date and time of E-lender
Closing

13.00.20:5 at 15:00 hrg

9 | Date and time Om 13,08, 2025 after 15:00 hrs, if the date of opaning

of E- tendsr happens to be holiday then E-Tender shall be opaned on the
QEeming o] working day

10 Place far Mechanical Deparimeant, Divisional Railway Managers
opening E-Tender | Office, Northern Rallway, State Entry Road, New Delhi-55

Mol The: complete paricufars ol the tender may be found n owebsite

wwwi lreps. gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Raj Bali Sfo Brij Mohan R/o A-107, Deep Vihar,
Prahladpur Bangar, Delhi has committed (or are suspected
to have committed ) the offence in case FIR No. 973/2023 U/s
279/338 IPC & 184/185 MV Act, PS Mangolpuri, Delhi and
it has been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person(s) Raj Bali can not be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused person(s) Raj Bali has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation are hereby made that the said accused
person(s) Raj Bali of case FIR No. 973/2023 Uls 279/338
IPC & 184/185 MV Act, PS Mangolpuri, Delhi are required
to appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before dated 06.09.2025 By Order

Reetika Jain

Judicial Magistrate First Class
Morth-West, Court Mo, 105
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DPMA749/0D/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACGUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
persons Namely Rahul S/o Shiv Chauhan Rlo 778.Scooter
market, Jheel Geeta Colony Delhi, has committed (or |s
suspected to have commilled) the offence in Case FIR No.
166/23, Uls 380/457/411 IPC PS: Jagatpuri, Delhi and it has
been retumed to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Rahul cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Rahul
hasabsconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Rahul accused of FIR
No. 166/23, Ufs 380/457/411 IPC PS: Jagatpuri, Delhi is
required to appear before this Courlt to answer the said
complaint on or before 27.08.2025.

By Order

Ms. Aayushi Saxena

DP/9724/SHD/2025 JMFC-05, Room No 07
(Court Matter) Karkardooma Court Delhi

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or damage incurred as a
result of transactions with companies, associations or
individuals advertising in its newspapers or Publications.
We therefore recommend that readers make
necessary inquiries before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements with advertisers or
otherwise acting on an advertisement in any manner
whatsoever.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Sagar R/o Jhuggi No. E-41, Sector-31,
Trilokpuri, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence case FIR No. 4192018 u/s
498A/406/34 at P.5. Mayur Vihar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said Sagar cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Sagar has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr. P.C. has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Sagar accused of FIR No. 419/2018 u/s 498A/406/34
at P.5. Mayur Vihar, Delhi is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on 11.09.2025.

By Order: Ms. Ritika Kansal,

Judicial Magistrate First Class, (Mahila Court-02),
Room No. 24,

Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/9833/ED/2025

Join [EREE WilBtsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cSmjiiov{ilhxvwWb3Agy98ntiies"ndianexpress.com uupy  Wljoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHatsapp. §in/HDvqPnxvwWb.
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, DURG CIRCLE DURG (C.G.)

Durg, Dated: 15.07.2025
e-Procurement Tender Notice

SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING | AMOUNT/EMD WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
No.| BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER DATE (APPROX.)IN | OF THE BOARD/ CONTACT
CORP/AUTH CLOSING RUPEES CORP/AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
DATE
(TIME)
1 | MUNICIPAL | CATCHING AND CAPTURING 24.07.2025 EMD Rs. hitps:/fetenders hry.nic.in 01302260100
CORPORATI MONKEYS IN MUNICIPAL 08.08.2025 10,000/- sahebsingh000@gmail.com
ON, SONIPAT CORPORATION AREA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in ~ No- 36952/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [NISIIVEY e

(1st Call)
Online tenders in form “A” percentage rate basis are invited on behalf of Governor of Chhattisgarh dated 04-08-2025 :-
NIT [ Name of Work PA.C.
No. (Rs. In
lacs.)
130/Durg(Durg)/2025 'DEPOSITE WORK OF CHANDULAL CHANDRAKAR MEMORIAL GOVT. MEDICAL 30.87
COLLEGE & HOSPITAL BUILDING KACHANDUR DURG
131/Durg(Durg)/2025 'Construction Of Higher Secondary School Building at Devri Block Dhamdha, Distt. Durg 104.07
132/Durg(Durg)/2025 Construction Of Higher Secondary School Building at Khilorakala, Block Dhamdha, Distt. 104.50
Durg (C.G)
133/Durg(Balod)/2025 SPECIAL REPAIR OF BRIDGE & CULVERT UNDER SUB DIVISION GUNDERDEHI 29.90
134/Durg(Balod)/2025 |Special Repairs & MOW of Res. And Non Res.Building Under Sub Dn. No. - 02 Balod 22.00
135/Durg(Balod)/2025 CONSTRUCTION OF P.W.D. (B&R) SUB DIVISIONAL OFFICE NO. 01 BALOD 61.84
136/Durg(Balod)/2025 'CONSTRUCTION OF P.W.D. DIVISION OFFICE BUILDING AT BALOD, DISTT. BALOD| 174.71
WITH ELECTRIFICATION WORK
137/Durg(Bemetara.)/2025 B.T. Patch Repair in Varrious roads Of Under Sub Division Nawagarh 25.00
-138/Durg(Rajnand.)/2025 Construction of High School Building at Maditarai, Block Dongargarh, Distt. Rajnandgaon 69.33
(C.G)
139/Durg(Khairagarh.) CONSTRUCTION OF DISTRICT VETENARY OFFICE BUILDING AT KHAIRAGARH, 62.95
/2025 DISTT. KHAIRAGARH-CHHUIKHADAN-GANDAI
Note :-

1. General Conditions, detailed NIT, Tender documents & other information of the above construction work downloaded from
the Eprocurement web portal or departmental website http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in.

2. NIT No. & Name of the Work should be essentially mentioned on the envelope through the Registerd Post/Speed Post in this
office.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
P.W.D., Durg Circle Durg (C.G.)

Ro. NO. 252602348/5 Tel. 0788-2210876

SR.| NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/
No.| BOARD/ NOTICE TENDER DATE (APPROX.) IN OF THE BOARD/ CONTACT
CORP./AU CLOSING RUPEES CORP/AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
TH DATE
(TIME)
1 | MUNICIPAL |SHIFTING OF MILK DAIRIES IN MC | Closing Date Rs. https:/fetenders.hry.nic.in 01662237001
CORPORATI HISAR 12.07.2025 | 34,61,76,297/- xenmchissar@gmail.com
ON, HISAR
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in ~ No- 36942/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
PUBLIC WORKS ROADS DEPARTMENT

O/O THE CHIEF ENGINEER (EAP)
ARRTI CAMPUS, FATASIL AMBARI, GUWAHATI -25, Email-id: as-ce.asbip@assam.gov.in

RFB No. CE/EAP/ARRBP/01/Tenders/2024/71

REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB) (Fresh & Re-Bid)

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE - Open Competitive Bidding
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

The Government of Assam through Government of India has applied for financing from the World Bank
towards the cost of the Assam Resilient Rural Bridges Program (ARRBP) and intends to apply part of the
proceeds to the eligible payment under the contract. Bids are invited online from the eligible bidders from
India for the 18 packages in the district of 1) Sonitpur, Darrang, Udalguri, Golaghat, Charaideo and Dibrugarh
district and 11) Biswanath, Sonitpur, Morigaon, Cachar and Karbi-Anglong district for (Re-Bid). Details may
be seen at website http://assamtenders.gov.in and also at the office of the undersigned during office hours.

The bidding documents are available online on http://www.assamtenders.gov.in from 1) 01/08/2025 to
02/09/2025 and ii) 30/07/2025 to 19/08/2025. Bidders will be required to register on the website which is free
of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC). Bids
must be submitted online on http://www.assamtenders.gov.in on or before 1) 14:00 Hours on 02/09/2025 &
i1) 14:00 Hours on 19/08/2025. Other details can be seen in the bidding document. The method of paying Bid
Security, Tender Processing fees as indicated in the table above of this e-procurement shall be required to be
submitted online on http://www.assamtenders.gov.in by selecting ‘‘Pay Online’’ option.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, (EAP) PWRD

DIPR/CF/IXP/1174/25-JUL-25 Assam, Fatasil Ambari, Guwahati-25

MINERAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
DIRECTORATE OF GEOLOGY AND MINING, MADHYA PRADESH

29- A Khanij Bhawan, Atera Hills Bhopal
Phone and fax: 0755-2551705 Email: geology,dgma@mp.gov.in
No- 7030/Auction-16/Geology/F. No.- 16/2025-26
Notice Inviting Tender

July 17, 2025

"Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Limestone minerals and for grant of Composite Licence for Bauxite and
Aluminous Laterite, Copper and associated minerals, Basemetal (Zinc), Aluminous Laterite, Limestone and Bauxite, Gold
and Basemetal (Lead, Silver and associated minerals), Iron & Manganese and associated minerals, Manganese Ore, Basemetal
(Copper, Lead & Zinc), Basemetal (Lead, Copper and Associated Minerals), Basemetal (Lead, Copper. Silver and associated
minerals), Basemetal (Lead, Zine, Copper, Silver and associated minerals), and Limestone."

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10B and Section 11 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957 and in accordance with the Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 notified thereunder. as amended from time to time, the Government
of Madhya Pradesh has identified:

a) 8 mineral blocks (8 blocks of Limestone) for Electronic Auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of Mining
Lease.

b) 16 mineral blocks (1 block of Aluminous Laterite, I block of Basemetal (Lead, Copper, and Associated minerals), 1 block of
Basemetal (Lead, Copper, Silver, and associated minerals), I block of Basemetal (Lead, Zine, Copper, Silver, and associated
minerals), 1 block of Gold and Basemetal (Lead & Silver and associated minerals), I block Basemetal (Zinc), 1 block of
Limestone & Bauxite, I block of Limestone, I block of Basemetal (Copper, Lead & Zinc), 3 block of Bauxite & Aluminous
Laterite. I block of Copper, 1 block of Iron & Manganese and associated minerals, and 2 blocks of Manganese Ore) for electronic
auction and hereby invites tenders for the purposes of grant of Composite Licence.

Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids are invited both in digital and physical format from

eligible bidders.

Eligibility conditions, date and time, terms, and conditions etc. for participating in the electronic auction are provided in the Tender

Document. Detailed Tender Documents along with timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction process for

the mineral blocks are available in electronic form only and can be downloaded from the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited

[Mineral Block Auction (mstcecommerce.com)].

Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the above e-auction portal. On successful registration, eligible bidders will

obtain login ID and password necessary for participation in the e-auction process. Interested and eligible bidders can participate in

the bidding only after online purchase of the Tender Document on payment of the Tender fee from the above e-auction portal. The

Tender Fee shall be waived for bidders who have previously purchased the Tender Document for any specific block in prior auction

attempts. Any revision, clarifications, addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc. to the tender document will be hosted on the

above e-auction portal only and no scparate notifications shall be issued in the press.

Geological Reports, Part IVA, Plates, Model Tender Document, Mineral Block Summaries, and other technical documents are

available fice of cust on the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited website [Mineral Block Auction (mstcecommerce.com) and

Directorate of geology and mining.

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

T GUJARAT URJA VIKAS NIGAMLTD
*f@*‘r CIN U40109GJ2004SGC045195
L g

ISO 9001:2015 Certified Company
G U -G_ N I. Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan, Racecourse, Vadodara 390007

PBX: (0265) 2310582-86, www.guvnl.com
TENDER NOTICE

GUVNL, a Govt. of Gujarat Undertaking hereby invites e-tender for purchase of 300-600
MWRTC power and 500-600 MW in Peak hours for the period from 18-08-2025 to
31-12-2025 as per Ministry of Power (MoP), Govt. of India Guidelines dated 30-03-2016 read
with amendment to the guideline notified on 21-02-2022. RFP is available at
www.mstcecommerce.com from 24-07-2025. Bid has to be submitted online through DEEP
Portal of MoP. All terms and conditions shall be as per RFP.
Date: 24-07-2025 General Manager (F&A)

=9 Jawaharial Nehru Aluminium Research Development and Design Centre
(An Autonomous Body under Ministry of Mines, Govt. of India)

Amravati Road, Wadi, Nagpur - 440 023.
www.jnarddc.gov.in (07104-220701) e-mall: purchasejnarddcnagpur@gmail.com
Afae smrso, P11,/ NOTICE INVITING TENDER - July 2025
Director, JNARDDC, Nagpur, invites online bids from reputed firms for the following items

2w, Fr=fafam Pt f argfd @ R ofafea sofal & steamgs o amafae fsn )

Tender/ Description of Refundable| Last Date of Date of Date of
GeM Equipmants/ EMD Tender Tender downloading
| BidNo. Work | () |Submission) Opening | Tender
|{GEM2025/8/| Automatic Disc Polishing 30,000/~ | 04.08.2025 |04.08.2025| Available at
6451262 | Machine (18:00Hrs.) ((18:30Hrs.)| GaM portal
\GEM/2025/8/| Vertical Machining Centre | 1,50,000/- | 11.08.2025 [ 11.08.2025| Availableat |
6468752 | (VMC) (17:00Hrs.) |(17:30Hrs.)| GeM portal
'\GEM/2025/B/| Electrical works Contractfor| 1,65,000/- | 12.08.2025 |12.08.2025| Available at
5481019 | PEB Shed (21:00Hrs.) [(21:30Hrs.)) GeM portal

The details are available in the tender document which will be available for download from

our office website www_jnarddc.gov.in and hitps:/igem.gov.in
gftes genwfae sfaeTd

Directorate Animal Husbandary, Jaipur

FWE: UH 9(218) frw , FrEn, Fa-3, LAB Equipments/2025/1211  faie:-23/7/2025

Notice Inviting Bid
Bid for One Time Purchase of Laboratory Equipment for Year 2025 is invited
from bidders upto 12-08-2025 (03.00 PM). Other Particulars of the Bid may be
Visited on the procurement portal (https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the State; and Departmental Website
(https://animalhusbandry.rajasthan.gov.in). The approximate value of the
procurement is Rs. 341 Lakh.

UBN No.- ANH 2526 GLOB00161

Himachal Pradesh

Public Works Department

SECTION 1
Superintending Engineer 4th Circle, HPPWD Shimla HP

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

The Superintending Engineer4th Circle, HPPWD Shimla-3 on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate bids, in
electronic tendering system, for construction of road/bridge under National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development for
following work, if any, from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD and HP Jal Shakti Vibhag (Contractors
of HP Jal Shakti Vibhag are eligible to participate for the works having amount put to tender above Rs. 100 Lacs). Non registered
contractors may submit the bids, however successful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate authority in HPPWD.

Estimated Cost Total |Starting date

(Rs. Lacs) Deadline for | Period of Bid

District | RIDF Name of the work Cost for . Form submission |Completio | Security
Construction | Maintenance (Rs. downlp ading | Cost of bid. n (Rs.Lakh)
Lakh) bid ’ ’
(Rs.) (Rs.) |
18 months 6.21

Shimla | XXX |C/o Link road Nehwat, Nayaser, Ghaini, Devidhar road Km 0/00 310.63 NIl 310.63 | 26.07.2025 | 7000/, 04/08/25
to 13/691 (SH:- C/o 24 mtr. Span RCC T-Beam bridge at RD -

4/813 to 4/837), C/o Protection Work, Crash Barrier in Km 2/000
to 5/220 (In bridge approaches )

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptener.gov.in.
The Superintending Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or all tenders without assigning any reason.

Superintending Engineer,
4th Circle, H.P.P.W.D.,

Sd/-
DIPR/C/10251/2025 Director
HETAT AT G AT
S e It TaWET, ga Wit
[ierett JS-Hiet (TST) -332001
E-Mail: phedsikar@gmail.com & se.sik.phed@rajasthan.gov.in
HHlR - 1313-21 feqtier : 15.07.2025

CORRIGENDUM (NIB NO.03/2025-26 to 06/2025-26)
e wiens & gEawE aste =on # wWighd fafi= i gq 31, g it 59 @ e, favm,
& Wi o AR 981-94 fEHIw 24.06.25 BN AWM &g H&A 03/2025-26 A 06/2025-26 I
AR IEd HeA i 3ifed fafer 28.07.25 (AW 6.00 =& TF) T @iew i fifyr 29.07.25 (Um@:
11.15 &9 |) 1 S 81 fowga foeror demEe https:/sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & https:/

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. W 3y 2| L/~
refteror =T

SN W Attt fawmr, ga diet

DIPR/10289

e TSN FEHR -
I’m' wEteE qEm fafee ue T s, e @
Ph. 2511085, Fax. 2511185 cmho-jod-rj@nic.in, dpmu-jod-1j@nic.in
No. Store/Tender/2025-26/2509 Dated: 24/07/2025
NOTICE INVITING BID No.2504-07 (2025-26)

Bids for Rate contract for Men Power for use in Chief Medical and Health Office, Jodhpur
are invited from interested Bidders other particulars of bid may be visited on the

procurement  portal  http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and also be seen at
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state procurement portal
UBN Number :-
1- UBN No MHS2526SLRC03018,
NIB No MHS2526A1991
Sd/-
Chief Medical and Health
Officer, Jodhpur

UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES JAMMU
Near MLA Hostel, Indira Chowk Jammu, J&K Pin: 180001
E-mail: dhsjammu@rediffmail.com, dhsjammu@gmail.com

Tel. No. : 0191 — 2546338, 0191-2549632 Fax No. 0191-2549632

NOTICE

Subject:- Submission of Grant -In- Aid  cases by NGOs /Voluntary
Organization for the Financial Year 2025-26.

Proposals for Grant-in-aid are invited from the Non-Government
Organizations /Voluntary bodies in the health sector for the year 2025-26 to
be submitted off line to the concerned Chief Medical Officer within 15 days
of publication of this notice.

Further the checklist for the documents to be submitted and the requisite
format for the same can be obtained from the concerned Chief Medical
Officer/ Director Health Service, Jammu within working hours of the office.
Sd/-

(Dr. Abdul Hamid Zargar)

No0.2019/2025-2026/HP Shimla-3 E-mail: hp-shi3@nic.in

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

[Govt. of Jharkhand Undertaking)
JUIDCO Bhawan, KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCHI, JHARKHAND
Ph. No.: 491-651-2225878, e-mail ld-juidcolmitedia gmail.com, CIN: U45200JH20135GC001752,

Project Name; Selection of Agency for GIS Survey & Mapping of properties for Ranchi, Dhanbad
and Giridih Urban Local Badies [ULBs) of Jharkhand.

NIT No.: JUIDCO/NIT /GIS Survey & Mapping/656

PR No.: 353778

Tender ID: 2025_UDD_101576_1

(Copper, I end & Zinc) Block

Note: GST shall be payable by reverse charge mechanism # Mineral Blocks being put up for auction in accordance with section
10A2D of the Act

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Tender Document for the blocks being auctioned in accordance with Section 10A(2)
(d) of the Act, the State Government makes no representation whatsoever, express, implicit or otherwise, regarding the accuracy
and/or completeness of the information provided in the said geological report and the Bidder confirms that it shall have no claim
whatsoever against the State Government in this regard. The Bidder acknowledges and hereby accepts the risk of inadequacy, mistake
or error in or relating to said geological report and hereby acknowledges and agrees that the State Government shall not be liable
for the same in any manner whatsoever to the Bidder and their associates or any person claiming through or under any of them. The
Bidders agree and acknowledge that any mistake or error in on relating to the said geological report shall not vitiate the tender
process, Mining Lease and/or MDPA, or render the same voidable.

The block specific Tender documents are available for purchase on the e-auction portal of MSTC Limited (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/
auctionhome/mlcIn/index.jsp) from Thursday, 17 July, 2025. Last date for purchase of Tender Document, on the e-auction platform
is Monday, 18 August, 2025, and the last date for submission of the bid is Monday, 25 August, 2025, on or before 17:00 hours (IST).

Bidders may note that for composite licences, the Mineral (Auction) Amendment Rules, 2022 have dispensed with the requirement
of indicating the division of the land into forest land, land owned by the State Government, and land not owned by the State
Government and the requirement of demarcating the area using total station and differential global positioning system and has
provided the flexibility of demarcating the concession area using global positioning system. Ilowever, the requisite demarcation in
respect of certain blocks is nevertheless being provided [as and where available] as part of the information memorandum. Thus, the

terms and conditions for auction of the said block remain unchanged. Sd/-
Additional Director (GEO)

Directorate of Geology and Mining
Madhya Pradesh

No. G/16149-25

DIP/J-3877/25 — DATE 24 JULY 2025

(Fo—ffder amizvr Ja-1 HeEa—
UDD/NPG/08/2025-26 (Re))

1 Faqamge e P e e @ il — Faie - 26.07.2026 TaTET 1930 39 |

z Online PAfem wra e @ Bl R0 : 25.07 2025 @ gaies 11390 940 4
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Director Health Services Jammu

& FfaT (dremat) 31 s e
Ar.No.

Dretails
Construction of Faccal Sludge Treatment
Plant(FSTF) of Capacity 26 KLD at Godda
municipal counciland Operation and
Maintenance of FSTP for 5 years
Comstruction Cost; 4,47, 16,371,040
Operation & Mamtenance Cost: €

Particulars ~

Mame of Work

Estimated Cost

* (INR) 2,59, 1 7.040.00
= Total: 3 7,06,33.610.00
" Il Bid Security T7.06,336/- (RupeesSeven Lakhs
2 (IME) SixThousand Three Hundred Thirty SixOnly)
4 Cost of Bid A 25,(00K- ( Twenty Thoasand Only), non-

Docoment (IMR) refundable

| year of construction which comprises 9
months of construction and 3 months of
{defect liability periodincluding one month of

1 | malrunand 5 years of O&M postDLP
At - 1. wae g- e & witew g | weesten i ge e w2 ) i
4 Halem gaal FewEe hopowww.jharkhandtenders. gov.in @41 hitp:/Sodhd.
Jharkhand. gov.in 7= TTEET TR 0T FEETF TEA 92 T S@ w1 T |
PR 358033 Urban Development TS
and Housing(25-26).D Ay ufdwa, nrge

Fime of
Completion

S Name of the Block District Mineral |MV/|Prie of Tender Document|| | Thijs s for information of all the bidders that following Corrigendum is being made in tender
No. CL| without GST (in Rs.) documents for “Selection of Agency for GIS Survey & Mapping of properties for Ranchi,
First Attempt Blocks Dhanbad and Giridih Urban Lecal Bodies (ULBs) of Jharkhand”.
1. |Piparhat Kubri Limestone Block Maihar Limestone ML, 5,00,000 The hh:llde rs are advised to take into account the following Corrigendum before submission of
2. |West of lantar Bauxite and Aluminous Dindori Bauxite and aluminous CL 5,00,000 their bids agmnst this tender.
Laterite Block Laterite _— — Corrigendum - 7 .
3. |Bagliwari- Khirkhori Copper and Sidhi Copper and Associated CL 5,00,000 5l. | Bid Document Description As per Corrigendum - | .AS per [
Associated Mineral Block Mineral No.. HE!-' - ﬁ_ ! Eﬂr[‘!gﬂ[j!.! Eﬂ!
i ! NIT Last Date,/Time for submission of 25.07.2025 05.08, 2025
4. |Sukli Block-B Manganese Ore Block Balaghat Managanese Ore CL 5,00,000 anline hids 17:00 Hrs. | 17:00 Hrs.
5. |Kesharpura Limestone Block Neemuch Limestone CL 5,00,000 2| Last Date/Time for submission of 25.07.2025 | 05.08,2025
'6. |Talwa Iron, Manganese And Associated Jabalpur | Iron, Manganese and Associated | CL 5,00,000 — | Tender fee ﬂn_g_J;_M [ (Onling) :1?_'3_[] Hrs. 17:00 H{S.
Mineral Ore Block Minerals 3. Date & Time of Online Bid Opening 26.07.2025 | 06.08,2025
Second Attempt Blocks 1701 Hrs. 17:00 Hrs, |
. |Argat (Part-A) Limestone Block Maihar Limestone IML 2,00,000 Note: Other terms and conditions remain unchanged. briieerii Sd/- i
8. [Argat (Part-B) Limestone Block Maihar Limestone ML 1,00,000 i reject Director | Technical),
= UICO Lid.
9. |Argat (Part-C) Limestone Block Maihar Limestone ML 2,00,000 PR 358160 Urban DE'H'EIDFIITIEI'It and HGUEIHQ{EE EE}#D J
10. | Argat (Part-D) Limestone Block Maihar Limestone IML 2,00,000
11. |Hinauti-1 Limestone Block Satna Limestone |ML 1,00,000 KAR”ATA KA IMDUST RIAL AREAS DEUE LOPME”T BUAHD
12. |Hinauti-2 Limestone Block Satna Limestone ML 2,00,000 AG fFK ka Und ki
13. |Khadgada Limestone Block Maihar Limestone ML 5,00,000 f- r overnment o arn atﬂ a Underta lng:'
14. |Bagda-Sawarsa Dasemetal Dewas Basemetal (Lead, Zinc, Copper, | CL 5,00,000 # 49' East WIHQ, 4th & Sth Finur, Hhﬂl‘ll]ﬂ Bhavan, REFE Course Road,
(Lead, Zine, Copper and Silver) Block Silver and associated minerals) EEHQH'H ru - 360 001 Phone No. 080-22267905 website : www.Kiadb.in
15. |Raranjh Pakkatola Aluminous Laterite and [ Anuppur | Bauxite and Aluminous Laterite | CL 5,00,000 No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-39/621/2025-26 Date: 24.07.2025
Bauxite Block ' =CF- - : AT,
16. |Gulhariya Basemetal Singrauli Basemetal '(1 ead, popper and | CL 5,00,000 NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(Lead and Copper) Block Associated Minerals) (Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)
17. |Baghreli Bauxite & Aluminous Laterite Block| Dindori Bauxite & Aluminous Laterite | CL 2,00,000 : . e S
18. |Parihasi Rasemetal Singrauli | Basemetal (Lead, Copper, Silver | CL 5,00,000 EPC Tender under two cover bid system is invited as per the Karnataka Transparency
(Lead, Copper and Silver) Block and associated minerals) in Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from
19. |Bhal Alumi Laterite Block A Alumi Lateri CL 2,00,000 a= . ; -
ahwar A uminous aterite loc PP uminous —aterite | > eligible Contractors who have got adequate financial resources, suitable construction
20. [Byodihar Gold and Basemetal Singrauli | Gold and Basemetal (Lead, Silver | CL 5,00,000 ? : x - :
(Lead & Silver) Block and associated minerals) equipments, technical man power & sufficient past experience for the works mentioned
21. |Dhamani Nana Manganese Block" Jhabua Managanese Ore . CL 25,000 below:
22. |Kehalpur (East) Basemetal (Zn) Block Betul Basemetal (Zine) I'CL 2,00,000 Name D’f the wurk: {1 } EUWEF. |nve5ti;gati'ﬂn_ DesigrL Euppl}fl |n5ta|tatiﬂn' Erectiu.nl
23. |Kubri Limestone and Bauxite Block" Maihar Limestone and Bauxite |CL 2,00,000 ' : P e :
i I i f
24. |Selarpur Nawaliya Basemetal Katni Basemetal (Copper, Lead & Zine) | CL 5,00,000 Lﬂylﬂg, Construction and Commission ng: @ Jackwell with Ll houses at

Cauvery river and Agara Tank, Impounding Reservaoirs at Agara and Maddur tanks,
MS pipe Raising main from Cauvery river to Impounding Reservoirs and from
Agara tank to Intermediate Pumping Station- 1 {IPS-1), Pumping machineries and
allied works inside the pump houses, SCADA, Land Acquisition & 5 years of O&M
for Providing & supplying fresh water to the industrial areas in and around
Bengaluru on EPC Basis. (Package-1). (2) Survey, Investigation, Design, Supply,
Installation, Erection, Laying, Construction and Commissioning of Intermediate
Pumping Station-1 (IPS-1), and Intermediate Pumping Station-2 (IPS-2), MS pipe
Raising main from IPS-1 to IPS-2 and IP5-2 to Master Balancing reservoir, MBR,
Pumping machineries and allied works inside the pump houses, SCADA, Land
Acquisition & 5 years of O&M for Providing & supplying fresh water to the industrial
areas in and around Bengaluru on EPC Basis. (Package-2)

Applicants May download bidding documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders: 29.08.2025 upto 4:00 pm.
Sd/-
Chief Engineer-1, KIADE, Bengaluru

LIPRAG P20 CCLA2025-26
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CROSSWORD 5737

IZ

ACROSS DOWN

1 Benefactor who providestea, 1 Club for those who like a bit of
milk etc free (4,6) spice (4)

6 Shot at a poker game (4) 2 Attractive method of

10 Manages to vary in scope (5)
11 Give up on French return (9)
12 Observe someone steal some

preventing injustice? (9)
3 Discrimination a cannibal
appreciates in people (5)

money (4,4) 4 Imprisonment for possession
13 Runaway debtorinamess(5) (7)

15 We can do with it (7) 5 Serious article grasped by a
17 They may lift orbringdown  man(7)

(7) 7 Hardy sort of monster (5)

19 A target set out for water 8 Perhaps a party ends a school
sports(7) occasion (7,3)

21 Does such selling show 9 Problem of pain (8)
indolence?(7) 14 Accomplished boxers hope
22|t dies at the end of nottobe(7,3)

December (5) 16 Political victim of restrictive
24 Teachonetogive orders(8)  practice?(8)

27 Flying up and down the 18 He turns up afterall (9)
touchline? (2,3,4) 20 Inane is another way of

28 Bone found in small measure  putting this (7)

infur(5) 21 Visible understanding? (7)
29 One in an explosive situation 23 Stick no label upside-down
may change colour (4) (5)

30 Two containers make a
musical instrument (10)

25 Strip a firearm? (5)
26 Lily serves adrink (4)

Solutions Crossword 5736 Across: 1Bandsaw, 5 Habit, 8 Guy Fawkes, 9 Yap, 10
Espy, 12 Curtains, 14 Castor, 15 Etudes,17 Nowadays, 18 Owed, 21 For, 22 Office boy,
24 Rasps, 25 Lantern Down: 1Bugle, 2 Nay, 3 Stab, 4 Wake up, 5 Hesitate, 6 Bay
window, 7 Typists, 11 Passwords, 13 Road hogs, 14 Conifer, 16 Eyeful, 19 Doyen, 20
Icon,23 Bee

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.
___shouldbeyour___.-MissyElliott (5,.,6)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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IF | HELP YOU FIND
YOUR CAR KEYS,
WILL YOU DRIVE
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i TOY STORE? .~
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

O

Business plans
could be thrown
off course, if you
allow your heart
torule your head. A small
blunder may be desirable if
it serves as an object lesson
for the future then you'll
know how best to succeed
next time round.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

O

As the Moon
sweeps through
your chart, it forms

with Pluto that can raise your
passions, but also makes
partners more intense. It is
onyou, to stress

on the need for charm,

good manners and
considerate behaviour.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

L

Something still
seems to elude
you, and you may
fall prey to certain
secret fears or suspicions.
While the facts may still be
obscure, in your heart you
know the exact truth. It's
just a matter of putting it
into words and making
partners understand.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
All forms of
partnership
are now up for
review. Personal
complexities may be avoided
if you wish to socialise and
goaround in a gang. If you
want to tell someone just
how you feel about them,
do so while the going is good.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Stick to
conventional
methods or
tactics and prove
by your behaviour just how
experienced you are. Keep
aweather eye open for
hysterical employers and
rogue authority figures. If
you see trouble coming,
keep your head down.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Thereis no
need torush
justbecause
you're over-
conscious of your deadlines.
If you wish to put a precious
scheme on hold for another
few months, you may do so.
It's not a question of
abandoning the race,
but of giving yourself
sufficient time to make
agoofit.

a turbulent relation

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Many people
@ hopes for the
future. Some may
but you are far too wise to be
caught out. If some sort of
isinevitable, adopt a cautious
stance in other personal affairs.
Your fixed,
@ intense, emotional
security, but there
will be moments when you
your determined pursuit of
the truth which leads you into
will need to compromise.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
the dayis hard
work, loyalty and
fulfil obligations. If you
continue to bide your time
you are bound to end up with
your reputation and good
rules, then you may lose
afriend.
Take great care in
@ anything you say
if you are chasing
professional promotion, or
or parents. It is necessary to
be clear and practical, but
about a close partner's feelings.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
that you will
never be able to
surmount certain serious
financial obstacles, you are
in this, as in a number of
personal affairs, is to realise
on other people's help
and assistance.
Itis pleasant
@ toreport that
isrelatively
relaxed, and that there is
reshape aspects of your
future before they occur.
practical plans, writing
out lists and deciding

close to you have
make extravagant gestures,
unwanted financial outlay
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
nature may crave
feel like risking it all, it is
such tricky situations. You
The theme for
@ the willingness to
and remain above the fray,
name intact. If you bend the
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
or write, especially
dealing with authority figures
also to be very considerate
9 Ifyou still feel
transcend or
totally wrong. The first step
just how much you rely
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
your solar chart
therefore scope for you to
It's a grand day for making
what to do next.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
25 July 2001
10n 25 July 2001, CRPF troops of 24
Constable |Battalion launched an operation against
Awadh insurgents in village Kauchdhola, PS
Kishore Singh Gauripur, Dhubri district. While returning
24 Bn. | after an unsuccessful contact, the troops
25.6-1972 To \were ambushed by insurgents hiding in
25.7.9001 |the jungle. A fierce encounter followed.
Constable Awadh Kishore Singh, leading
from the front sustained severe bullet injuries but continued the
assault, forcing the insurgents to flee. He later succumbed to his
injuries, attaining martyrdom.

25 July 2004

Veer Balidani 101 25 July 2004, troops of 58 Battalion
Constable |of CRPF were returning to camp after
Harpal Singh securing the funnel area near the airport.
58 Bn. |As they passed through village Hasipora,
2-5-1981 To |PS Chadoora, Budgam district, militants
25.7.2004 |in ambush opened fire from the rear.
|Constable Harpal Singh, positioned last
in the column, sustained severe injuries but bravely returned fire,
forcing the militants to flee into nearby lanes. Though the troops gave
chase, the militants escaped. Constable Harpal Singh later succumbed

to his injuries, attaining martyrdom in the line of duty.

25 July 1994
Veer Balidani 183 Battalion of CRPF was deployed in
Constable |Manipur for anti-insurgency operations.
Kurada Ram |On 25 July 1994, at around 1610 hrs,
83 Bn. |Constable Kurada Ram of 83 Battalion
2-10-1972 To /Was on guard duty at J.N. Hospital,
25.7-1994 |Imphal, protecting admitted force
-~ |personnel, when extremists opened fire
with a 9 mm pistol. The guard retaliated with courage and restraint,
mindful of the civilian presence. In the exchange, heavy losses were
inflicted on the attackers, but Constable Kurada Ram sustained severe
injuries and later succumbed, attaining martyrdom. His selfless
sacrifice stands as a shining example of bravery and dedication to duty.

25 July 1999

Veer Balidani |45 Battalion of CRPF was deployed in
Constable |\fapipur for counter-insurgency

PT. Kandhare . :
45 Bn, |OPerations. On 25 July 1999, during
95.9-1970 To |21 Operation in Imphal, Constable P T.
25.7.1999 |Kandhare displayed exceptional
\courage in dislodging well-entrenched
militants during a fierce encounter. He laid down his life in the line
of duty. His selfless sacrifice stands as a testament to his

unwavering bravery and dedication.

Veer Balidani
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®) NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No.:- DRM/C/AGRAIPARKING/E-AUCTION/2025 Dated- 23.07.2025

E-Auction Notice

O behall of the Prasidant of India, The Sr. Divisional Commercial
Manager- North Central Rallway, Agra invilas E-Suction as per
catagaries given us under:-

Cateos i—‘.-lhmg [ Auﬂlun Enlulnqun Hn I-‘.-'J.thhrr .-?W’- 41
mﬂul s Canit Ri |.|Iw||-,r E! itlan, Chre ul.-|l|r1|| Are T I.'“'.-t ||.| Se Caylaar

Mator cycle & Car Parking (Mix Parking)

E-Auction Start Date and Time: Date - 07.08.2025 Time: 12,00

E-Auction End Date and Time: Date:- 0708 2025 Tima: 12.30

MNote: Prospective bidders are requested to visit E-Auction Leasing Module on
IREPS website [www.lreps.gov.in). The Lot-wise details are available therein

under the above mentioned Catalogue Mumber. 1299/25 FA

m Morth ceniral railways |_| FEPRONGCH nﬂ wwrw, ncr indisnrallwaye, gov.in

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. office: PSEB Head Office. The Mall, Patiala)

Corporate Identity Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in, (Contact No. -96461-17606)

E-Tender Enquiry No: 214/MM-I/TGM-336(1X)/O&M/GHTP/2025

dated 22-07-2025.

Dy. Chief Engineer, Mechanical Maintenance Circle-I/GHTP, Lehra
Mohabbat invites e-tender for ¢‘Cleaning of tubes of Turbine condenser of
250 MW (KWU) Unit-Ill and Unit-IV of GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat with
Hydro jet and water powered bullet cleaners’’.

For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 23-07-2025 18:00 PM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and amendments, if any, will be published

online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 1545/PB GHTP-60/25
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Phone-0761-2666529, E-mail: mpsfri@gmail.com, mpsfri@mp.gov.in

g-fafeer ga=r (e-Tender Notice)

No/NIT/SFRI/Store/2140 Date: 23.07.2025
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CENTRAL ELECTRICITY

REGULATORY COMMISSION
Gth, Tth, & 8th Floor, Tower-B, World Trade Centre,
LT Nauroji Nagar, New Delhi-110029
Petition Mo. 456/TDI2025
NOTICE UNDER CLAUSE (a) OF SUB-SECTION (5) OF
SECTION 15 OF THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003 (the Act)

TrRCR SHAET

Dated: 21.7.2025

An application for the grant of a Category-V licence for inter-
State trading in electricity in whole of India has been made
before the Commission by Aayuda Energy Ventures LLP,
A-1/74 Ground Floor, Panchsheel Enclave, South Delhi,
MNew Delhi-110017.

2. A copy of the application, along with its annexures and
enclosures, made by the applicant for the grant of an
inter-State trading licence to Aayuda Energy Ventures
LLP before the Commission can be accessed at the
www.aayuda.energy or inspected by any person in the
Commission's office by following the laid down
procedure.

3. On consideration of the material available on record, the
Commission is satisfied that prima facie the applicant
qualifies for the grant of a licence for inter-State trading in
electricity and by order dated 19.7.2025, the Commission
has proposed to grant a Category-V licence to the applicant
forinter-State trading in electricity in whole of India.

4. MNotice is hereby given in pursuance of clause (a) of sub-
section (5) of Section 15 of the Act to invite suggestions or
objections, if any, to the proposal to grant the licence for
inter-State trading in electricity as aforesaid by the
Commission to be received by the undersigned latest by
5.8.2025 at the above noted address. The objections or
suggestions received after the specified date shall not be
considered.

5. The Commission has fixed the application for final
disposal on 7.8.2025 and the person who files the
suggestions or objections may in his discretion attend the
hearing, for which no TA/DA shall be paid by the
Commission. Sd/-

(Harpreet Singh Pruthi)
Secretary

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LTD.

Suratgarh Super Critical Thermal Power Project, Suratgarh-335805

ONLINE TENDER NOTICE : TN-239(RVU2526WLOB00888)

E-tenders are invited for Work of complete operation, maintenance
and housekeeping of Automated PLC based coal handling plant at
SSCTPS, Suratgarh, including wagon unloading, operation &
maintenance of heavy machineries and other equipments, Electrical &
C&l works, of CHP area and other related works as specified in the scope
of work for 2x660 MW Units, SSCTPS, Suratgarh. Tender details are
available on websites http//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in (for e-tender),
www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl & www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.
Raj.Samwad/C/25/6802 RVUN/PR-4231 Chief Engineer (STPS-SC)
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Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

l,.u 3 Regd.Office:PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

Corporate Identity Number U40109PP20SGC033813
website (www.pspcl.in) Mobile No. 96461-10914

afan oS osoez025 ©
11.08.2025 I HIEERTIT @

E-Tender Enq. No. 649/P-1/EMP-W-13044 Dt 22.07.2025
Dy Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2025_POWER _143495_1for Annual
Contract for repair of submersible motors installed at Nuhon Colony and
Power Colony GGSSTP Rupnagar For detailed NIT & Tender
Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 22.07.25
from 05.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 1547/PB RTP-85/25
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4 T"”'* NASHIK MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, NASHIK
Public Works Department
E-Tender Notice No.- 15 (Year 2025-26)

Mashik Municipal Corporation, Nashik Public Works
Department vide E-Tender Notice No.15 (Year 2025-26)
invites bids for 1 number of works which will be displayed on

to 26/07/2025 up to 6.00 pm. Last date far ac{:eptanca of
tender will be dt. 26/07/2025.
Note - All further necessary notices/clarifications will be
published on the online website.
Sd xxx S Kxx
City Engineer Add. Commissioner (City)
MNashik Municipal Corporation Nashik Municipal Corporation
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GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD ;

Of Chief General Mansger (Enggl, PCC-II, 5th Floor, Adminisirative Bulliding, Khairatabad, Hyd-004, TG,
EC! Ho. D3HMWSEB/ICEMEPCC-'Godavar-Phg-IPMCETPOASOCEoli2025-26, ot 24072025

Expression of Interest (EQI) for Providing PMC & TPQA & QC for the work of "Godavari
Drinking Water Supply Scheme Phase-ll & Il and Filling up of Osmansagar &
Himayathsagar Resarvolrs for Rejuvenation of Musi River- Package-l".

Tha Hyderabad Metropolitan Waler Supply end Sewerapa Board (HMWSSE| i implemending the
prajact of "Godavan Orinking Water Supply Scheme Phasa-lE & [l and Fifing up of Dsmansagar &
Himayalhsagar Resamvoirs for Repuvanation of Musi River Laying of 3000mm da MS Pumping main
in fwo roews {10 TMC each) from Mallanrasagar 1o Ghanpar, Consruction of Pump House, Electo
Mechanical Equipment, Transformers, Substation at Mallannasagar & Corstroction of 1370 MLD
capacity WTP, 40 ML Clear waler resenair cum pump house, Elecira Mechanigal Equipment
Transformears, &8 Shanpur under HAM of Confract incuding Manning, Cperafon and Maintenance of
Projact for 10 years Packaga-1". Tha HMIWSSE, is intaresied in employing enginearing consuliants
o provida PMC & TROARDC servicas and 1ha Expressions of Inemast (EQ1) is hareby imded from
[he: corsultams aving expanence in ihe b of Project Managemen! Consullancy & Third Party
Cuglity Assurance ard Guality Contral (PMCATPOALQC) for she ahove work. The consuiiants
havirg axpenience of similar nafue of works are required fo apphy wilh their credeptials indcating
that thay are qualified fo peeform the =aid senices with Central Gowt / State Gaut /ULBs client
certificates an similar assignments, crganizaton dalais with ther bachnical expert=a of parsoanal,
praecis el capaile o undertaka such assignmenls parlofmed [of simar nature ol Prajects.

The inferesied consulents may submit thair application from 28072025 to 02.08.2025 w0
o Chief General Manaoer[E), PCC-Il, HMWSER, 5th Floor, Administrative Building, Front
Block; Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500 004 along with non-refundahle fee of s, 10000/- (Rupees Ten
Thausand Cny}inthea farm of Demand Drafl drean indavoraf "HMWS 58" [orissus ol RFF Document

Sdi- Chief General Manager (Enggl, PCC-Il, 5tk Floor, Administrathve Bullding, Khairatabad, Hyd-004. TG

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture, East Zone,
17th Floor, Mayohall Building, M.G. Road, Bengaluru,

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

No. SADH/TENDER/04/2025-26 Date: 23.07.2025

Two Cover System (Only through GokK KPP Portal)
The Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture East Zone, BBMP,
Bengaluru on behalf the Commissioner, BBMP invites tenders from

eligible and experenced persons / agencies | firms  for the following
WOrks,

Sl.No. Name of the Work

Beautification, landscape development, water facility and other
1 | civil works in Pulikeshinagara Assembly Constituency parks.
Amount : Rs. 1,31,70,433.80/- EMD: Rs. 1,97,550/-

Beautification, landscape development, water facility and other
2 | civilworks in Shanthinagara Assembly Constituency parks.

Amount : Rs. 84,68,374.58/- EMD: Rs. 1,69,360/-

Stipulated period of completion: 6§ months.
Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be downloaded from
KPP Portal https://kppp karnataka.gov.in from 25.07.2025. (2) Date of
Pre-bid Meeting: 28.07.2025 at 11.30 am. (3) Lasl datle & fime for
submission of tender document: 04.08.2025 upto 4.30 pm. (4) Date of
opening of Technical bids : 05.08.2025 at 4.30 pm. (3) Date of opening of
Financial bids : After approval of Technical bid. Further details may be
obtained from the above office during office hours or from KPP Portal
hitps:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Senior Assistant Director of Horticulture
East Zone, BEMP
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ANDERSON-TENDULKAR TROPHY: FOURTH TEST, OLD TRAFFORD, DAY 2

India’s Manchester blues

Visitors endure a chastening day; all out for 354 and then letting England storm away to 225/ 2 at stumps

EXPRESS INENGLAND

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
MANCHESTER, JULY 24

INDIA COULD blame the weather but that
would still sound like an excuse. When
England bowled in the morning, there was
cloud cover and rain. Late in the afternoon
when Indians got the ball in hand there was
bright sunlight.

Data also showed that the swing and
seam movement dropped drastically as the
day progressed. Indian pacers surely didn’t
get favourable conditions but they didn’t
help their cause by having their worst day
of the tour.

Solid opening partnership

Pedestrian first spells by the entire pace
unit helped England to pull away. The 166-
run opening-wicket stand between Ben
Duckett (94)and Zak Crawley (84) at over 5
runs per over tilted the balance of the game
on England’s side.

At 225/2, England trail by 153 runs. By
the end of the day, India’s first innings total
of 358 looked insufficient on this track that
kept changing its character based on the
cloud cover and sunshine.

This clearly was a game of two halves.
After the engrossing session-and-halfin the
afternoon, the evening lacked drama or in-
trigue. Jasprit Bumrah had an off-day—he
was off-target and his pace too was off.
Debutant Anshul Kamboj didn’t live up to
his promise of being accurate and owner of
the ‘heavy ball’ that troubles batsmen.
Mohammed Siraj lacked sting. Shardul
Thakur was ineffective.

After the pace department had collec-
tively failed and were wicketless in the early
part of the England innings, captain
Shubman Gill threw the ball to Ravindra
Jadeja. On the second ball of India’s spinner-
in-chief’s first over, England opener Crawley
stepped down the surface and smashed the
ball over long-on for a six.

It was at this point, probably for the first
time in the series that India looked deflated.
Nothing seems to be working for them. The
England opening pair of Crawley and
Duckett hadn't looked this solid in the last
three Tests like they did at Old Trafford.
Forget getting them out, they weren’t even
beaten in the first couple of hours of their
stay. Like was the case when the Indians bat-
ted, there was hardly any play and miss.

But for a couple of balls that Bumrah

END OF A FEUD?

Listless display from the Indian bowling unit has put England in command. P11

This clearly was a game of two
halves. After the engrossing
session-and-half in the
afternoon, the evening lacked
drama or intrigue. India’s strike
bowler Jasprit Bumrah had an
off-day—he was off-target and
his pace too was off.

bowled from round-the-wicket and beat
Duckett’s bat, it was the case of tight batting
against undisciplined bowling.

Stingless Bumrah

Bumrah bowled to a packed off-side field
to Crawley. The plan was to invite him to
swing his bat freely and try one of his boom-
ing drives. It wasn’t that the England opener
had gone into the shell, it is just that most
times the ball was so wide outside off stump
that the batsman wasn’t tempted. The fa-
mous Bumrah consistency was missing and
even his pace seemed to have dropped.
When attempting to change his line, he
would often drift down the leg-side.

Siraj looked tired. There was nothing
amiss in his action, his stride had the usual
rhythm, the jump too was also in place but
the balls lacked the zip.

Like most bowlers with diminishing en-
ergy levels, Siraj’s effort balls would tail on
the leg of the batsmen, making the off-side
heavy field redundant.

English commentator Nasser Hussain
made a sharp observation about the two
England openers Duckett and Crawley.

He said they both had it in them to pun-
ish the bad balls but Duckett was more fo-

cused and apt in dealing with the good balls.
But at least in this Test, Crawley’s shot-se-
lection had improved.

There was a Thakur over where he
bowled a couple of great balls—they came
in, bounced and seamed away. These balls
he left and when the bowler erred in his
length he pulled it to square leg for abound-
ary.
Duckett, like he always does, jumped on
loose balls and there were many. If a ball was
marginally short on the off-side, he would
bring out his tight jab to the cover region.
When the ball was short, he didn't go blind
to the fielders on the fence, like the Indians.
India’s two left-handers Sai Sudharsan and
Washington Sundar were both out to Stokes'
leg-side trap. He would bowl a sharp short
ball that climbed towards the head of the
batsmen.

Sudharsan and Washington both ended
up guiding the ball into the hands of the lone
fielder on the fine-leg boundary. India too
tested Duckett with the short ball but he had
control over his shot, he kept it down and
played square of the wicket.

Both Duckett and Crawley missed their
centuries. First Crawley edged a Jadeja ball
to slips and Duckett was out flashing at a
Kamboj short ball outside the off-stump.
They certainly weren't top wicket-taking
balls but they got the batsmen to commit
unforced errors.

As the day ended and players were in
the dressing room, two worried men, in
India blues, walked up to the pitch. After a
brief inspection, coaches Gautam
Gambhir and Shitanshu Kotak walked on
the turf, talking while staring at the grass
blades. India might be feeling the ground
under their feet shaking.

—— SCORECARD

ENGLAND vs INDIA
OLD TRAFFORD CRICKET GROUND
Toss: England, chose to field

INDIA 1STINNINGS (O/N) 264/4
RPantb Archer 54(75h, 3x4,2x6)
R Jadejac Brook b Archer 20(40b, 3x4)

S Thakur ¢ Duckett b Stokes 41(88b, 5x4)

W Sundar c Woakes b Stokes 27(90b,2x4)
A Kamboj c Smith b Stokes 0(3b)
JBumrah ¢ Smith b Archer 4(7b,1x4)
M Siraj not out 5(7b,1x4)
M Extras(b4,1b8,nb4,w14) 30
M Total 114.10v (RR: 3.13) 358/10

B FoW: 1-94 (KL Rahul,29.6 ov), 2-120 (Yashasvi
Jaiswal,40.10v), 3-140 (ShubmanGil, 49.1ov),4-
235 (Sai Sudharsan, 73.5ov), 5-266 (Ravindra
Jadeja, 84.50v), 6-314 (Shardul Thakur, 101.4 ov), 7-
337 (Washington Sundar, 109.2 ov), 7-337 (Anshul
Kamboj, 109.50v), 9-349 (Rishabh Pant, 112.3 ov),
10-358 ( Jasprit Bumrah, 114.Tov).

M Bowling: Chris Woakes 23-5-66-1, Jofra
Archer 26.1-3-73-3, Brydon Carse 21-1-71-0,
Ben Stokes 24-3-72-5, Liam Dawson 15-1-
45-1, Joe Root 5-0-19-0.

ENGLAND 1ST INNINGS
ZCrawleycRahulbJadeja 84(113b,13x4,1x6)
B Duckett c (sub) Jurel b Kamboj 94(100b,
13x4)

O Pope batting 20(42b,3x4)
J Root batting 11(27b, 2x4)
M Extras (b 4,1b6,nb 6) 16

B Total 46 Ov (RR:4.89) 225/2
B FoW: 1-166 (Zack Crawley, 31.6 0v),2-197 (Ben
Duckett, 38.10v)

H Bowling: Jasprit Bumrah 13-4-37-0, Anshul
Kamboj 10-1-48-1, Mohammed Siraj 10-0-58-
0, Shardul Thakur 5-0-35-0, Ravindra Jadeja
8-0-37-1

NUMBER PLATE

Rishabh Pant
surpassed Rohit's Test
sixes (88) tally and

equalled Virender Sehwag for the
most sixes by an Indian batter.

Pant registered his 14th
fifty-plus score in SENA
Tests, the highest among

visiting wicket-keepers, surpassing
MS Dhoni (13).
knock of 54,

2 ; 3 Pant became

India’s highest run-scorer in the
World Test Championship,
surpassing former India captain
Rohit Sharma’s tally of 2716 runs.
LALITH KALIDAS
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After coming out to bat, Rishabh Pant was
visibily struggling to complete runs (L). But
when possible he took on English bowlers
(C). Departing batter Shardul Thakur
appreciated his teammate as he gota
standing ovation from the crowd. Ap/PTI

Courageous Pant
breaches pain barrier,
stands tall for his team

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
MANCHESTER, JULY 24

AT LUNCH, almost half of the Indian team
waited just outside the boundary rope to re-
ceive their hobbling teammate Rishabh Pant.
Spinner Kuldeep Yadav took his helmet and
bat, pacer Akash Deep the gloves, others
were checking if he needed help to climb the
dressing room stairs. Pant said no, walked
gingerly, taking care not to put weight on his
fractured right foot.

After ten flights, at the landing, he stopped
forabit. That'swhenayoung fanin the stands,
waving a Tricolour, shouted, “We love you,
Rishabh.” Pant smiled, waved his hand and
took ten more discomforting steps on the bal-
cony where coach Gautam Gambhir and the
team's most senior player Ravindra Jadeja gave
him a hug. These seemed like scenes from a
Bollywood sports biopic. Who writes Pant's
scripts, Old Trafford wondered.

Before lunch on Day 2, Pant had scored just
two runs from seven balls. A day earlier, he had
retired hurt on 37 in the final session. On
Thursday, he eventually made 54 but fought
for his team on one foot. He played 27 balls
witha fractured toe. From an overnight 264 for
four, India were eventually bowled out for 358.

The dressing room knew the importance
of Pant taking the field. If not for him, India
wouldn't have reached this score, a challeng-
ing one on this difficult track.

Less than 24 hours back, he was carted
off the ground in a buggy after getting hit
flush on the foot by a slower yorker from
Chris Woakes. Scans on the toe showed it
was a fracture. A BCCI press statement said
Pant wouldn’t keep wickets but “would bat
as per team requirement”. Struggling to
reach 300 in the first innings, the team
needed him. Through his innings, Pant
looked in pain but didn’t give up. He never
has.

Three years ago, he had met with a hor-
rific car crash on the Delhi-Rourkee highway.
When he was rescued from the mangled
pile-up, injured beyond recognition, it was
feared that he wouldn’t survive. Pant too had
said that he thought his “time in this world
was over”. His self-belief and incredibly high
pain threshold would give him a “second
life”, and also a second wind to his career.

On this England Test tour, Pant has been
the second highest run-scorer with two hun-
dreds and has proved to be the batsman the
rivals dread. Several times in this series, he
has unsettled the opposition with his play.
The team was aware of Pant’s importance.

In alate night meeting Thursday, the BCCI
medical team said the wicket-keeper would
need six weeks of rest. But could he just bat
for this Test with the help of pain-killers, they
were asked. “He could, if need be,” was the
answer. Pant didn’t travel to the stadium this

Jagadeesan called
up for fifth test

Chennai: With Rishabh Pant ruled out
of the fifth Test against England and
Ishan Kishan too nursing an injury, se-
lectors have handed a maiden na-
tional call-up to Tamil Nadu wicket-
keeper N Jagadeesan. The 29-year-old,
who has played 52 FC matches scor-
ing 10 tons with a highest score of 321,
was informed by the BCCI on
Thursday afternoon to join the squad
inEngland, and he now awaits the re-
quired visa to join the team at the ear-
liest. When Pant was ruled out, Ishan
was seen as the possible replacement,
but he informed the selectors that he
has an ankle injury and won’t be able
to recover. VENKATAKRISHNAB

morning on the team bus.

Around the time the big batting hope
Jadeja was out, a car brought Pant to the
ground. When the giant screen showed him
in whites, a cheer rose around the stadium.
And once he entered the field, the entire Old
Trafford was onits feet. There was rhythmic,
typically English, clapping as Pant took a
while to walk to the central square.

He frustrated the English bowlers by tak-
ing them on. They tried to bowl him short
balls but that didn’t bother Pant. After that,
Stokes aimed at his injured leg and bowled a
swinging yorker. The ball hit low on the pad,
just above the fractured part of the foot. Pant
clenched his teeth, shut his eyes and dragged
his feet towards square leg. After the brief
walk, he came back again to bat.

Pain and Stokes go back a long way. But
he wasn’t going to get intimidated. Very soon,
he hit a slower one from Jofra Archer out of
the ground for a six and after that played an
exquisite cover drive -- easily the stroke of
the morning. Stokes bowled a ball wide of
the crease, thinking Pant wouldn’t move his
feet and struggle to middle it. Pant leaned
into it and pushed it -- the ball raced across
the boundary line.

On BBC's Test Match Special, they were
remembering the 1984 Headingley Test
where West Indian great Malcolm Marshall,
playing with a double fracture, got seven
wickets and batted bravely.

Former India wicketkeeper Deep
Dasguptarecalled watching spin legend Anil
Kumble bowl with a broken jaw during the
2002 tour of the West Indies. Pant at Old
Trafford was joining the greats of the game
who didn’t allow pain to stop them from do-
ing their bit for the team cause. The myth of
the “Courageous Keeper” grows.

IOA council ratifies CEO appointment in thaw with president Usha

PRITISHRAJ
NEW DELHI, JULY 24

AFTER MONTHS of infighting between the
President and executive council of the Indian
Olympic Association (I0OA), both parties seem
to have mended their relationship, at least
for the time being.

On Thursday, IOA members confirmed
that the appointment of Raghuram Iyer as
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) — a bone of
contention between the two parties — has
been ratified and he will continue in his post.

Till now, the EC members had refused
to ratify Iyer's appointment made by IOA
President PT Usha in January 2024 - his Rs
20 lakh per month salary along with other
perks being the apparent reason for the dis-
agreement.

“Everything is sorted out now and
Raghuram lyer is the CEO of I0A. There are
always differences of opinion when there is
adiscussion but it is all good now,” IOA vice-

president Kalyan Chaubey said.

Executive council member Harpal Singh
claimed there was no infighting in the I0A,
only 'minor bickering'.

“We have resolved all the minor differ-
ences and we are united now. While there
was infighting, we never let it hamper any-
thing. We continued meeting in smaller
groups, we delivered the National Games
twice and had a solid performance at the
2022 Asian Games,” he said.

The thaw comes after the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) raised concerns
last month over India’s governance issues
and the doping menace, asking IOA to get its
house in order first as it bids to host the
Olympic Games.

Working on governance, doping
The I0A has decided to set up an anti-
doping committee, led by executive council
member Rohit Rajpal, that will include for-
mer shuttler Aparna Popat and sports med-
icine expert PSM Chandran, among others.

W EKING INDIA'S SP
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Indian Olympic Association officials claim to have ended their long feud. Express
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“We have made significant progress in
the fight against doping but there are prob-
lems to be tackled at the grassroots level. The
committee will design and implement anti-
doping education programmes for athletes

atalllevels, coaches, sports officials, and par-
ents,” Rajpal said.

The IOA opposed the 'National Sports
Governance Bill' for a long time on the
grounds that it threatened the autonomy of

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

sports bodies. However, after multiple
rounds of consultations with various stake-
holders including IOC and international
sports organisations, it was tabled in the
Parliament on Wednesday.

The Bill, once it becomes an Act, will
lead to the formation of a National Sports
Board that will be authorised to grant
recognition to national federations and reg-
ulate their funding.

“The IOCwas concerned about two-three
issues but the ministry consulted the world
body and other international federations and
then the bill was cleared,” Usha said.

IOA vice-president and All India
Football Federation President Chaubey
said, “The Bill is about guiding the sports
ecosystem and shouldn't be seen as inter-
vention from the ministry.”

Update on Olympics, CWG bids

India has bid for the 2036 Olympics and
2030 Commonwealth Games, but new I0C
president Kirsty Coventry has paused the

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

process to select future Games hosts for the
time being.

“They (IOC) have just got a new leader
and she is driving some changes and in the
next couple of years, we can see where it is
going. It will be premature to say anything
as more countries have entered the fray for
the 2036 edition,” Iyer said after Qatar con-
firmed their official bid for 2036 on
Wednesday.

In case of the CWG bid, the international
body is resetting the Commonwealth pro-
gramme and can announce the host by the
end of the year.“After Victoria pulled out of
the 2026 CWG bid, there has been alot of de-
bate. The body is looking to reset the CWG
programme. A number of countries have ex-
pressed their interest, and the
Commonwealth Sports representatives will
be looking at all the possible hosts. Thereisa
general assembly at the end of the year
where we can expect an announcement,”
Harpal Singh, who is part of the CWG re-
vamping team, said.
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AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI, JULY 24

IT’S BEEN a barnstorming campaign in
Batumi for the 19-year-old Divya Deshmukh,
who became the first player to enter the FIDE
Women’s World Cup final in the Georgian
city on Wednesday after defeating Tan
Zhongyi, a former women’s world champion.
102 other players started the FIDE Women'’s
World Cup hoping to be in the position Divya
finds herself today: a finalist which also en-
sures she gets a spot at the FIDE Women’s
Candidates Tournament. The win over
China’s Tan also ensures Divya seals the first
of the three norms needed to become India’s
only fourth woman to be a grandmaster.

Divya’s challenger in the final will be the
OG trailblazer Koneru Humpy, who was the
first woman from India to become a grand-
master. At 38, Humpy is twice Divya’s age. She
reached the final after outlasting top seed Lei
Tingjie in eight games played over three days,
where every time control came into play. After
four draws in the Humpy vs Lei game, the
Chinese GM won to push Humpy towards the
exit door. But the Indian GM then won three
games in a row to secure her spot in the final.

The win over Tan Zhongyi was particu-
larly memorable for the teenage girl from
Nagpur: after ending the first game with a
quick draw, Divya and Tan duelled for over
five hours, making just over 100 moves each
to emerge triumphant. Tan has been a
women’s world champion as late as 2018 and
just earlier this year was fighting in the
women’s world chess championship to re-
claim the crown. “What’s the fun of going
into the final the easy way? Wouldn’t be me
if it wasn’t dramatic,” Divya wrote on her so-
cial media after the win over Tan.

Remarkably, while her opponent was
fighting for the greatest title of allin women’s
chess this year, it was only in June last year
that Divya became the world junior cham-
pion. It’s taken her 13 months to find herself
on the cusp of winning one of the most
treacherous tournaments in chess. Divya’s
run to the final can only be compared to the
one that Praggnanandhaa made in 2023 at
the FIDE World Cup as an 18-year-old, de-
feating players like Arjun Erigaisi, World No.3
Fabiano Caruana and World No.2 Hikaru
Nakamura before losing the final to Magnus
Carlsen. Just like Pragg’s 2023 moment, at
the ongoing World Cup, Divya had dis-
patched Serbian IM Teodora Injac, world
No.6 from China Zhu Jiner, veteran Indian
grandmaster Dronavalli Harika before beat-
ing a former women’s world champion.

“This is a huge achievement. The fact that
she beat players like Zhu Jiner, Tan Zhongyi
and Harika is quite impressive. She’s some-
one who has a lot of potential, so I wouldn’t
say this is unexpected. But people were wait-
ing for this and it’s nice that she’s delivered,”
five-time world champion Viswanathan
Anand told The Indian Express.

“Personally, this represents a break-
through. Because her results at the FIDE
Women'’s Grand Prix events (which she
played recently) weren't at this level. This
will be a huge boost to her confidence,”
added Anand. Divya has attended multiple
sessions at Anand’s Westbridge Anand Chess

CHESS WORLD CUP: ALL-INDIA FINAL

Gen Z prodigy versus OG star

Divya, 19, to face 38-year-old Humpy, who outlasts top seed Lei Tingjie in eight games played over three days, in title round

Divya Deshmukh (L), who became a junior world champion last year, will take on Koneru Humpy, twice her age, in the final this weekend. Anna Shtourman/FIDE

Thisis ahuge
achievement. The
fact that she (Divya)
beat players like Zhu
Jiner, Tan Zhongyi
and Harika is quite
impressive. She’s someone who
has a lot of potential, so | wouldn’t
say this is unexpected. But people
were waiting for this and it’s nice
that she’s delivered.”

VISWANATHAN ANAND
FIVE-TIME WORLD CHAMPION

Academy (WACA) to sharpen her game play.

Aslate as 2023, Divya wasn't even certain
she wanted to pursue chess full-time. She had
told The Indian Express in an interaction after
winning the title at the Tata Steel Chess India’s
rapid tournament in Kolkata, that she was ‘still
exploring’ if she wants to continue playing
chess full time or focus on further studies. “A
lot fascinates me. 'm not sure which field to
choose,” she had said then. Divya’s tryst with
chess started almost accidentally.

Accidental chess player

Asthe teenager had recounted in 2023: “]
started playing the sport accidentally. My sis-
ter used to go to badminton classes, one day
my parents took me as well. But I was just
four or five years old then, and I didn’t even
reach the badminton net. There was a chess
class happening in the same building, so my

parents took me there. Iliked the sport. Then,
[ just stuck with chess.”

While her elder sister stopped playing
badminton a while back, Divya’s conquests
on the board have brought her closer to be-
coming the fourth Indian woman to become
a grandmaster. Ask grandmaster Abhijit
Kunte, who has seen Divya’s rise from close
quarters, what her best attributes are,and he
says: “She has always been very brave, some-
one never afraid to experiment.”

But Kunte points out that she didn't have
too much exposure to elite top-level chess
before this year, when she played in multi-
ple events of the FIDE Women'’s Grand Prix.

Anand, meanwhile, praises Divya for her
penchant for attacking chess. “She does lean
(towards) aggressive (chess). But that seems
to be the general trend in women’s chess
these days,” he said.

Kunte, on the other hand, isimpressed by
Divya’s maturity at the age of 19. After the first
game with Tan ended in a draw, Divya was al-
most disappointed with herself, even though
she had held one of the strongest players in
women’s chess to a draw with black pieces.
Then after the 101-move rollercoaster in the
second game which saw her beat Tan, Divya
was again thinking of ways she could have
done better. “I could have played much better.
I'was winning at one point, then I messed up
in the middle game. I should have had amuch
smoother win,” Divya admitted in an inter-
view right after the win.

“This kind of maturity at 19 is not easy to
get. It's very rare in women's chess,” Kunte
had said.

' CHINA OPEN BADMINTON |

One of the happiest moments,
title coming to India: Humpy

AMIT KAMATH
MUMBAI, JULY 24

WITH A march of her king in the penultimate
blitz game against China’s Lei Tingjie, GM
Koneru Humpy barged into the FIDE
Women'’s World Cup Final. In doing so,
Humpy set up an India vs India battle for the
title, with 19-year-old Divya Deshmukh hav-
ing confirmed her qualification just yester-
day with a win over another Chinese com-
batant, former women'’s world champion
Tan Zhongyi.

“This is one of the happiest moments for
Indian chess fans. The title is coming to India
for sure,” Humpy told FIDE in an interview.

At 38, Humpy is twice Divya's age, which
sets up a fascinating clash of generations.
Humpy has seen a resurgence in her career
over the last year, when she won FIDE
World Rapid Championship in December
2024, her second rapid title after the one in
2019. She had eased up on her events over
the past few years to focus on her daughter
and family life.

The all-India final in Georgia’s Batumi
also means that there will be two Indians at
least in the eight-player Women'’s
Candidates Tournament, which decides the
challenger to the women’s world champion.

India had its best headcount at the previous
Candidates tournament when Humpy and
Vaishali had qualified.

Humpy’s win was remarkable because it
took her eight games over three days to
breach the challenge put up by Lei. Humpy
and Lei played out two draws on Tuesday and
Wednesday in the classical format. The first
two tiebreaks, played with 15 minutes (with
a 10 second increment per move), also ended
as draws before Lei landed the first punch by
winning the first game of the 10 minute (+10
second per move increment) tiebreak. Now,
Humpy had to win on demand.

Humpy didn't just win the next game;
she won three in a row. The first win sent
the battle into another best-of-two tiebreak,
this time to be played in the blitz format.
With both players playing a significant por-
tion of the game under severe time pres-
sure, Humpy managed to defeat the
Chinese GM in 70 moves. Now, Lei had to
win on demand with white pieces, but she
lost instead in 33 moves.

“It was a very tough match, initially I
played very badly with black pieces. She al-
ways had the advantage. After the loss, it was
a very difficult situation but I was able to
come back. The blitz portion was in my con-
trol. I played a bit shaky in the rapid portion,”
Humpy said.

BRIEFLY ——

Chopra-Nadeem
face-offin Poland
next month unlikely

Karachi: The much-anticipated duel
between double Olympic medallist
Neeraj Chopra and reigning cham-
pion Arshad Nadeem at the
Diamond League in Poland lies in
uncertainty after the Pakistani
javelin thrower underwent a sur-
gery on his calf muscle in England
recently. Chopra and Nadeem were
scheduled to face each other for the
first time after the Paris Olympics in
the Diamond League in Silesia,
Poland on August 16 and then in
Switzerland next month. Nadeem's
coach Salman Butt, who is with him
in England, informed that the reign-
ing Olympic champion is unsure for
both the events as he was more fo-
cussed on making his comeback at
the World Athletics Championships
in Tokyo in September.

AnahatinJr. Worlds
semis, medal assured

New Delhi: After coming close thricein
the past, India's teenage squash
prodigy Anahat Singh finally ended her
quest for winning a medal at the pres-
tigious World Junior Championships
as she beat Egypt's Mallika Elkaraksy
in the quarterfinals in New Cairo on
Thursday. The 11-6 13-11 11-5 win took
Anahat into the semifinals, which as-
sures her a place on the podium. After
abyeinthe opening round, Anahat de-
feated Joelle Kim of Canada 11-4, 11-4,
11-2 in the round of 64. In the next
round, she ovecame Ines Guyot of
France even more comfortably, 11-1
11-6 11-1. The prequarterfinals saw the
Indian beat Brazil's Laura Da Silva 11-5
11-2 11-6. In her first Egyptian test on
Thursday against Elkaraksy, Anahat
was finally pushed, especially in the
second game, but she prevailed 13-11
to ensure her run of not dropping a
game continued on.

BFlelectionstobe
held by Augustend

New Delhi: Boxing in India is currently
being managed by a six-member
panel headed by Ajay Singh, who said
that the elections for the national
body would be conducted by the end
of August. “The BFI elections will be
held on August 27 or 28 tentatively,”
he told the media. “We did start the
process of conducting the electionsin
March. But it was held up due to var-
ious litigations. The world body,
World Boxing, subsequently created
aninterim panel. We have been asked
to conduct elections before August
31.” Earlier the Indian Olympic
Association had formed a three-per-
son committee to investigate why the
elections were being delayed. Ajay
Singh’s term had ended in February.
But Singh had said that the interim
committee was on track to conduct
the elections according to the time-
line agreed upon with World Boxing,.
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Hooda signals the start of something special

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JULY 24

METICULOUS PV Sindhu-centric tactical
preparation, defensive solidity and some
clean, gutsy stroke-play saw 17-year-old
Unnati Hooda land the first blow on her leg-
endary senior on Thursday. The 21-16, 19-21,
21-13 win came in front of a gleaning
Changzhou crowd, watching the earth shift
slightly in Indian badminton at China Open.

The gleeful shuttler, whose defence was
impressive on the day, had been ready for
fearless battle, and was under no pressure.
She said: “I stayed patient and when the side
changed I was ready to play long rallies and
along match from the start of the third game.
I didn't expect I would win today but I came
thinking I'll give my all whatever the match
result will be. Winning against her is surpris-
ing for me too.Iwas happy to win against her.
It was a good match.”

The Haryana teenager, trained by her fa-
ther and a bunch of sparring mates at Rohtak,
has been considered a special talent since
she was 14. There was always a stubbornness
and abrasion to her game, where she feared
no reputation, knew she had the strokes,
power and pace to trouble big names, and
never lacked self-belief. But it would need
more than self-assured poise to get past
Sindhu, even while she struggles to go deep
into tournaments and is severely impeded
in her speed, if not power.

Hooda had come prepared. She had been
preparing for months, in fact, after being
blasted by a big rattling Sindhu game at Syed
Modi last winter in Lucknow. They were
ranked No 35 and No 15 respectively. She
knew the big smash would always loom from
Sindhu and she needed to absorb that pres-
sure, but she had plans to deny any elevation
tobelt down her hits and keep her busy, head

Unnati Hooda beat PV Sindhu 21-16, 19-21, 21-13. BWF/BadmintonPhoto

dragged down inretrieval, on the front court.

This she did by severely testing Sindhu's
lunge. Her height gives her the expansive at-
tack, and even the reach to get to the front
court. But the low lunge has always tested
Sindhu, and Hooda kept peppering the fore-
hand spots with pinpoint drops - some from
imbalanced positions.

Undaunted, unintimidated

Hooda set the tone early, and never al-
lowed Sindhu to snatch the lead in the open-
ing set. A clean striker with the racquet,
Hooda also has some pretty nifty footwork
and anticipation. Her game pace might get
tested, starting with Akane Yamaguchi on
Friday in the quarters, but against Sindhu,
her game-plan was watertight.

She didn't get intimidated by Sindhu's
reach, knowing that even if she retrieved 20
shots, she could fox her on the 21st. So she
eschewed errors on the lines, took the un-

certainty of minimal court drift, precision
mistakes out of the equation. With a good
45-day training block, Hooda's fitness was
optimum, and she came prepared for long
rallies even as she claimed the opener 21-16,
with a clean break from 13-13.

Undaunted, her personality always has
been, and those around the Indian team talk
of her self-assurance when she was unfazed
by Sindhu's reputation even when she made
the Uber Cup squad at 14. There's no needle
as such, but Hooda did hurry her serves (or
simply, serve the soonest) and twice found
Sindhu not quite ready to receive. Having bro-
ken the age-old rule of no coaches when two
Indians play, the duo also got on with setting
down a clear rivalry, where they would use
every help available to beat the other.

Sindhutrailed 11-14, levelled at 15-15 and
went on to push a decider, butit was at 13-13
in the second that Hooda made her point.
After the rushing serve, the immediate point

thereafter was one of the longest, blisteringly
paced rallies played by Indians on the circuit
inmany years,and Hooda drew the best out of
Sindhu even, like Nozomi Okuhara used to.
Hooda used a variety of drops and tosses, ata
fast clip, to harry Sindhu and leave her panting,

More nuanced was the body attack.
Sindhu's body defence, owing to her frame,
has always been tentative, but Hooda didn't
quite smash into her torso; she simply
looped the shuttle at awkward lengths, forc-
ing Sindhu to thwack it out of the courtinan
untidy parry. In the decider she opened up
the court cerebrally. Her ability to play set-
up points leading up to a winner or drawing
out an error is rather impressive. She could
lull Sindhu into thinking she had a chance,
could push her to corners, trigger really awk-
ward positions from which she struggled to
recover for the next return. And then she
brought out her own smash.

Shoulder-heavy smash

It's not a power bazooka, but it's more
than strictly workable. She puts a lot of shoul-
der on it, and two down-the-lines stunned
Sindhu a little, as Hooda opened up a 15-10
lead. Continuously chasing, with Hooda
calmly inscrutable in front of her, Sindhu
couldn't quite take control of any rallies, be-
sides going for the smashes. Hooda's own
scramble defence is not too shabby. And she
simply threw herself at the shuttle,and even
if she didn't retrieve half a dozen smashes,
she bought herself time and breath with sub-
sequent mopping of the court.

It was pretty evident when Sindhu went
for the lines and sent one wide, trying to keep
the shuttle away from Hooda that she was-
n't entirely comfortable. Two errors from
overhitting brought Hooda to the threshold.
And the win was sealed with an expansive
cross-court smash — that ought to make
Sindhu very proud of her.

Another step forward in
the Satwik-Chirag rebuild

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, JULY 24

THE CHINA Open Super 1000 Round of 16 win
mirrored Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty's career as a pairing - a swell start, need-
ing to dig deep and learning to stay calm and
battle discomfiting zones along the way.
Playing Leo Rolly Carnando and Bagas
Maulana, ajuggled Indonesian pairing, Satwik-
Chirag were dragged into what is now a famil-
iar flat game, demanding a set of strokes that
they have literally had to
learn anew by unlearning
their natural repository of
aggressive down strokes. It's
atilted axis - not many leap-
ing smashes north to south,
just a lot of angular whiz-
zings east to west and diag-
onal. Crouch, chisel a clever
curler, crunch a point.

We were alittle
passive, not so
aggressive on
receiving. Way too
many mistakes that
wedidn't makein
firstgame... Thenwe
again had todig deep

tions in the past year. So even after they had
broken away at 16-all to take the opener 21-
19, things got ticklingly unfunny in the second.

Chirag told the BWF, "It was quite topsy
turvy, back and forth, we didn't really have a
sizeable lead, neither did they. At some point
we were leading by 2 points. They led by 2.
Eventually at 16, we finally had that break-
through when we got 3-4 points inarow. And
we could close out that first game. But we
should have started that second a little more
calmly. We could have restricted them quite a
bit. But they played good badminton as well.
Service and receiving. But
happy we could finally get
that game," he added.

The flat, fast game sim-
ply needs constant im-
provisations and endless
patience, while never fore-
going aggression. But every
jazzed up serve dished out
needs to be dealt with. And

Rinse, repeat. 21-19, 21- and here and there, like Satwik says, it needed
19in43 minutes for the day, had to struggle , digging deep. And com-
recorded. Having repeatedly mitting this debugging to
been caught off guard on the SATWIKSAIRAJ muscle memory.
literal receiving end of funky Satwik has picked a few

spinning, shooting, squirming serves over the
last 18 months, the Indians showed glimpses
of coming to grips with a weapon the Indone-
sians and Malaysians have been liberally us-
ing against them.

This they have been doing by tweaking
their crouching stance, keeping their heads and
biding their time while puncturing the fear
around the serve. They stub it with some ag-
gression now and use racquet angles to shake
off the fanged poison. But just like their career,
the steep inclines invariably follow the smooth
sailings. Except now they aren't caught un-
awares having faced many calamitous situa-

tricks while trying to find their antidotes.
Talking through the second set when they fell
behind 10-14, he described the broad contours
of resilience to a point where the drift advan-
tage or disadvantage barely bothered them.
"After first game, we got alot of confidence. Like
Chirag said, we were a little passive, not so ag-
gressive on receiving. WWay too many mistakes
thatwe didn't makein firstgame. Then they got
their rhythm. Then we again had to dig deep
and here and there, had to struggle.”

While the Malaysians Ong-Teo offer them
norespite there isincremental, hard-earned
progress.
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