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Why did you
wait for the
inquiry to be
over: SC to
Justice Varma

Justice
Yashwant
Varma

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
asked Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Varma
why he decided to challenge the
legality of the in-house inquiry
against him after appearing be-
fore the committee and partici-
pating in the inquiry process.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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DEBATE ON OP SINDOOR, PAHALGAM ATTACKIN LOK SABHA

Govt says no pressure on ceasefire,

targets met; 0

New Lakshman Rekha: Rajnath; no link
to US trade talks: Jaishankar; Cong trusts
foreign narratives but not EAM: Shah

VIKAS PATHAK,
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
&DIVYAA

NEW DELHI, JULY 28

STRONGLY DENYING any link be-
tween the trade talks with the US
and the ceasefire with Pakistan,
the government told Lok Sabha
on Monday that there was no
pressure to pause Operation
Sindoor, and that it was halted
only because “we had fulfilled
our objectives”. The operation
will resume if Pakistan again tries
“any misadventure”, it said.
[nitiating a 16-hour special
debate in the House on
Operation Sindoor and the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in Lok Sabha during
the debate, Monday. P11

underlined that Operation
Sindoor has been paused and
has not ended and that India
would again give a befitting re-
ply to Pakistan if it sponsors an-
other terror attack, as a “new

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Security personnel during a search operation after the
encounter on the outskirts of Srinagar. Shuaib Masoodi

o

= Along

= ted
~ expecte

o ® lines

THE GOVERNMENT sought

to debunk the Opposition’s
charge that US President
Donald Trump used the
trade deal as a leverage for
a ceasefire. The Opposition
red-flagged security and in-
telligence failures, Trump’s
claims, IAF's alleged losses.
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p raises Trump claims

Opp seeks answers on
security lapses, asks
if India lost any jets

ASAD REHMAN,
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
& LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE SECURITY lapses that led to
the Pahalgam attack, the failure
to apprehend all the attackers,
the claims by US President
Donald Trump of having bro-
kered peace between India and
Pakistan, and the supposed
losses of aircraft suffered by the
armed forces — the Opposition
raised all these issues during the
debate on Operation Sindoor in
the Lok Sabha Monday.

Congress deputy leader
Gaurav Gogoi in LS. ANI

Starting the debate on the
Opposition’s behalf, Congress
Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha
Gaurav Gogoi said the Centre

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

3 militants killed in J&K, security
agencies check for Pahalgam link

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR,NEW DELHI,
JULY 28

AT LEAST three militants were
killed in the Dachigam forest
area on the outskirts of Srinagar,
the Army said on Monday.
While the identities of the dead
are yet to be officially declared,
officials from various security
agencies said they are in the

process of ascertaining whether
one of them s Suleiman Shah, a
Pakistani terrorist suspected of
being behind the April 22
Pahalgam attack that left 26
civilians dead.

InapostonXat1:32 pm, the
Army’s Chinar Corps wrote: “Op
Mahadev update: Three terror-
ists have been neutralised in an
intense firefight. Operation con-
tinues.”

The Northern Command

posted in response: “Lt Gen
Pratik Sharma, #ArmyCdrNC
compliments Chinar Corps for
their swift action and precise ex-
ecution in neutralising three ter-
rorists in the ongoing Operation
Mahadev in Lidwas. Indian Army
stands by its commitment to
keep Jammu and Kashmir ter-
ror-free.”
As speculation stirred over
the identities of the three men,
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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BIHAR SPECIAL INTENSIVE REVISION

Consider Aadhaar

and voter

card, SC

tells EC again; no
stay on draft roll

Should be en masse inclusion, not
en masse exclusion, says top court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE SUPREME Court Monday
refused to stop the Election
Commission (EC) from publish-
ing the draft electoral roll for
Bihar, drawn up following the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR),
adding that the petitioners’ con-
cerns had been taken care of by
its July 10 order asking it to also
consider Aadhaar and Electoral
Photo Identity Cards (EPIC) for
the exercise.

A Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi said

WHAT WILL

NOT

COUNT INBIHAR

the EC can continue to consider
Aadhaar and voter cards for the
enumeration, and told the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Divya beats Humpy,

takes World

Cup route

to GM title: ‘It was fate’

AMIT KAMATH & MAYANK
MUMBAI,NEW DELHI, JULY 28

IN GEORGIA, a country that
birthed some of the earliest pio-
neers of women’s chess, India
has discovered its own world-
beater: Divya Deshmukh, aged
just 19, became the FIDE
Women’s World Cup champion
by defeating the veteran, Koneru
Humpy, 38, in the final via the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Divya Deshmukh, 19, after
winning the FIDE Women’s
World Cup, Monday.

Anna Shtourman/FIDE
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FROM PAGE ONE
No pressure on ceasefire: Govt

Lakshman Rekha has been
drawn”. He asserted that India
would not accept any nuclear
blackmail as well.

Referring to the ceasefire an-
nounced between India and
Pakistan after four days of the mil-
itary action, Singh said, “Operation
Sindoor was halted because we
had fulfilled our objectives. To say
itwas done under any pressure is
wrong. The aim was not to cap-
ture territory but to destroy their
terror nurseries. The aim was not
to go to war... Pakistan accepted
defeat and requested that hostili-
ties be stopped...We accepted
witha caveat. If Pakistan attempts
any misadventure we will again
begin this operation.”

Taking part in the discussion,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar sought to dismiss the
Opposition's questions on US in-
terventionin the ceasefire. “I want
to make two things very clear: at
no stage inany conversation with
the USwas there any linkage with
trade and what was going on.
Secondly, there was no call be-
tween the Prime Minister and
President (Donald) Trump from
April 22 [the day Pahalgam attack
took place] — when President
Trump called up to convey his
sympathy — till June 17, when he
called up the PM who was in
Canada, (and) explained why he
(Trump) could not meet him,” he
said. President Trump has repeat-
edly claimed that he gotIndiaand
Pakistan to agree to a ceasefire in
May using the trade deal with the
US as leverage. India has consis-
tently denied the claim.
Jaishankar reiterated that the call
for the cessation of hostilities
came from the Pakistan DGMO.

He said it was a success of India's
diplomatic efforts that The
Resistance Front (TRF) — a proxy
of LeT that claimed responsibility
for the Pahalgam attack — has
been designated as a global ter-
rorist organisation by the US.

As Opposition MPs repeatedly
interrupted Jaishankar’s speech,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
intervened to say that the
Congress appeared to give more
weight to foreign narratives than
to the statement of India’s
External Affairs Minister. “Doyou
not trust your own Foreign
Minister, who has taken a consti-
tutional oath?” Shah asked. “It’s
unfortunate that they don’t be-
lieve what India’s Foreign Minister
is saying but are quick to believe
narratives from abroad. I under-
stand that the word ‘foreign’ holds
value in their party’s name — but
that doesn’t mean it should over-
ride national interest.”

Defence Minister Singh also
targeted the Opposition. Taking a
dig at it for asking questions re-
garding losses to the IAF during
the operation, he said, “In any
exam, the result matters. We
should see whether a student is
getting good marks in an exam
and not focus on whether his pen-
cilwas broken or his penwaslost.”

“The Opposition asks about
planes shot down. Their question
does not represent India’s senti-
ments. They have not yet asked
how many Pakistani planes were
shot down. They should ask: did
India destroy terror bases? Yes.
Wias Operation Sindoor success-
ful? Yes. Were the masters of ter-
rorists who wiped off sindoor
from the foreheads of our sisters
destroyed? Yes. Did our soldiers
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face any losses? No. Focus on big
things, not small ones - else we
lose focus on big issues and the
honour of our soldiers.”

“We asked in 1962 why an-
other country captured partof our
territory. We asked why we lost.
We did not ask how many ma-
chine guns were damaged. We
asked about territory, not equip-
ment.In 1971, Atal Bihari Vajpayee
praised the leadership of that
time. We did not ask how many
Indian planes fell or equipment
got damaged in the process of
teaching the enemy a lesson.”

Singh said that as per an esti-
mate of the military action, more
than 100 terrorists were killed in
the strikes at the terror hubs
across the border.

Singh said India always
wanted peace withits neighbours,
asitis part of its civilisational val-
ues. He recalled Vajpayee’s at-
tempts for peace, and then the
break-out of Kargil War in 1999,
when Pakistan did not under-
stand the language of peace. Singh
said PM Narendra Modi also
started with his attempts for
peace and visited Nawaz Sharifin
Lahore, but since Pakistan did not
understand the language of peace,
India undertook a surgical strike
in 2016, an air strike in 2019, and
Operation Sindoor in 2025.

He expressed disappointment
that the Congress-led UPA gov-
ernmentdid notdoany such thing
after the 2008 Mumbai terror at-
tack. Under the Modi government,
he said, “dossiers have been re-
placed by decisive actions”.

Singh likened the policy of the
Modi government to the strategy
of Lord Ram and Lord Krishna.
“We haven’t occupied any terri-

tory. We also know that one
should fight only equals. Lions
should notkill frogs — the message
itsends is not good. Our Army isa
lion. Pakistan is nowhere close to
us in size or strength. What com-
petition do we have with them?
They are reliant on others for aid.
Our strategy is against terrorism
emanating from there,” he said.
“We have learnt from Krishna that
one can forgive Shishupala 100
times but the Sudarshan Chakra
must be used to protect Dharma.
Now we have decided towield the
Sudarshan Chakra. Our policy is
based on the strategy of Ram and
Krishna, which teaches both
dhairya (patience) and shourya
(valour). Pakistan did not under-
stand what we were saying; so,
we will answer them in this way.”

“Our stand is clear that terror
and talks cannot co-exist. A coun-
try that has no democracy, spon-
sors terror,and hates India cannot
be engaged indialogue. Blood and
talks do not go together,” he said.

He said there was a global con-
demnation of the Pahalgam at-
tack,adding that he refused to sign
adraft statement at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
meet in China that omitted a ref-
erence to Pahalgam. “Our PM
went to Brazil for the BRICS sum-
mit and created magic. The joint
declaration that came out of the
meetingin presence of China con-
demned the terror attacks in J&IK.”

He said the UPA government
could not make the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks a global
issue.

Underlining that the multi-
party delegations sent across the
world after Operation Sindoor did
remarkable work, Singh ex-
pressed gratitude to all political
parties for standing united with
the government during Operation
Sindoor keeping aside allideolog-
ical differences. “This is the beauty
of our democracy,” he said.

¢ 3 militants killed in J&K

the Kashmir Zone Police posted at
8:16 pm: “Theidentification of the
neutralised terrorists is being
done! Please await further de-
tails.” Sources in J&K said identifi-
cationwas taking time,and it was
possible one of the three terrorists
killed was Suleiman Shah. But
since NIA was investigating the
case, police would wait for it to
confirm. L-G Manoj Sinha, mean-
while, said the “police will provide
all details regarding the opera-
tion”. “Several such kinetic opera-
tions are being conducted by the
J&I Police, Army and CAPFs. I con-
gratulate the security forces for
this successful operation,” he said.

As reported by The Indian
Express last month, the NIA had
concluded thatall three Pahalgam
attackers were from Pakistan. This
was a departure from what was
previously believed about the
identities of the attackers. Two
days after the attack, the J&K po-
lice had released three sketches —
Pakistan nationals Hashim Musa
and Ali Bhai alias Talha, and
Kashmir local Adil Hussain
Thoker. Sources in the NIA had,
however, said the three menin the
sketches are not the Pahalgam at-

tackers. According to NIA officials,
one of the attackers, Suleiman
Shahalias Musa, was also involved
in the Z-Morh tunnel attack on
October 20 last year.

PTI quoted officials as saying
that the Army launched the oper-
ationin the forests of Harwan fol-
lowing a technical signal that was
similar to the device used by ter-
rorists in Pahalgam.

According to the Army, after
an early cordon and search oper-
ation in the upper reaches of
Harwan, contact was established
as initial firing ensued between
militants and security forces.

The last major encounters in
the Kashmir region were in the
Shopian and Awantipora areas of
South Kashmirin May, with three
militants killed in each.

One M4 carbine rifle, two AK
rifles and other munitions were
recovered from the site.

IGP (Kashmir Zone) V K Birdi
said the operation is still under-
way. "Three bodies have been
sighted. It will be premature to
comment on other details,” Birdi
said, adding that full details will be
made public after the operationis

over. With PTI

e Opp seeks answers on lapses

had withheld critical details, and
asked how the terrorists had man-
aged to carry out the killings on
April 22.“Thisisawar of informa-
tion,” Gogoi said. “(Defence
Minister)Rajnath Singh gave alot
of details, but couldn’t say how
five terrorists reached Pahalgam.
Twenty-six innocent people were
killed and we still don’t know who
helped the terrorists or how they
fled... Youhave Pegasus, satellites,
CRPF, BSE, CISE, and yet no answers
after 100 days?”

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah should take “moral respon-
sibility” for the killings, Gogoi said.
“You can't hide behind the L-G
(J&K Lieutenant Governor). And
this government, rather than ac-
cepting lapses, blamed tour oper-
ators!” He also criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for not
visiting Pahalgam after cutting
short his visit to Saudi Arabia and
flying back, contrasting it with
Rahul Gandhi. “Our leader went
there. He is demanding martyr
status for those killed,” the
Congress MP said.

Questioning the government’s
claim of having “dismantled the
terror infrastructure” inside
Pakistan, Gogoi said it did so after
every terror attack, be it the 2016
Uri killings or the 2019 Pulwama
attack, or now. “If Operation
Sindoor is not complete (as the
government has said), how can
you call it a success?”

He said the government deci-
sion’s to announce a ceasefire on
May 10 had squandered an op-
portunity India had for territorial
gains. “You say war, territorial gain
were not your intention. Why
not? When will we take PoK
(Pakistan Occupied Kashmir)?...
Why did you stop if Pakistan was
ready to get on its knees? Before
whom did you surrender?”

Quoting Deputy Chief of Army
Staff Lt Gen Rahul R Singh’s re-
marks, Gogoi said China had sup-
ported Pakistan during the con-
flict. “Why didn’t Rajnath Singh
even mention China?” He also
claimed that the government cut
back on the decision to strike 21
targets, and alleged political con-
straints. “Why were only nine tar-
gets chosen out of 21?” If India
had lost Rafale aircraft, Gogoi said,
“it’s a serious issue”. “Trump has
claimed that five or six jets fell.
How many did we lose?”

SP’sRamashankar Rajbharac-
cused the government of failure
in border management, saying:
“Aakash bandho, paatal bandhi,
lekin apni taati to baandho (Control
the skies and the ground, but first
secure your belongings). If the
boundary was sealed, terrorists
wouldn’t have entered.” He said
the government failed to give an
adequate response. “The country
wanted Operation Tandoor (the
destruction of terror bases) within
three days (of the attack), not
Operation Sindoor after 17 days.”

Raising Trump’s claims, he
said: “We felt proud that our PMis
Vishwaguru. But we found that
Vishwaguruis sitting in America.”

TMC'’s Kalyan Banerjee said:
“No one can take credit for Oper-
ation Sindoor except our soldiers.
Itis surprising how four terrorists

came and killed 26 people. What
were the BSF and CISF doing?
What was the Home Minister do-
ing?” Questioning Modi'’s “si-
lence” onTrump’s claims, he said:
“Why are you so afraid of the
American President?” He sought
to know from the government
“when it was going to take PoK".

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Arvind
Sawant sought a probe into the se-
curity lapse leading to the
Pahalgam terror attack, and re-
ferred to then J&K Governor
Satypal Malik’s claim that his re-
quest that flights be provided for
movement of soldiers had been
ignored, resulting in the death of
40 CRPF personnel inanattackon
a convoy in Pulwama in 2019.

Sawant also questioned why
the PM was yet to visit Pahalgam
since the incident, comparingit to
his “absence” from Manipur since
the crisis began there in 2023. He
asked why “no country was
standing with India” despite
Pakistan’s role in Pahalgam being
clear. “We kept telling the IMF not
to give money to Pakistan as it
would use it for terror. Yet it got
the funds?”

Congress MP Deepender
Singh Hooda focused on the tim-
ing and rationale of the ceasefire.
“If Pakistan was on its knees, why
stop? Who brokered the ceasefire
and onwhat terms?” he asked. He
questioned the government’s
strategy in declaring thatonly ter-
ror camps were hit and not mili-
tary targets. “That was a strategic
mistake. You ended up giving the
Pakistan Army a clean chit,” he
said, going on to ask why the gov-
ernment felt the need to send all-
party delegations across countries
in a bid for support in the wake of
the attack, if our foreign policy was
asrobust as claimed.

Congress MP Praniti Sushil-
kumar Shinde sought to draw a
link between terror attacks and
polls. Referring to Rome's
Colosseum which, she said, was
built to keep the public involved
in sports and entertainment, and
divert their attention from core is-
sues, Shinde alleged the govern-
ment appeared to be doing the
same. “Just before an important
election, a terrorist attack takes
place, followed by aretaliatory ac-
tion by the government. The gov-
ernment has no idea where the
terrorists came from or where
they went. But we want to attack
a neighbouring country and use
that as a basis to gather votes.”

In her speech, the NCP (SP)'s
Supriya Sule said, “Justice will not
be done till you don’t nab the ter-
rorists. We cannot celebrate.” She
alsosaid that Amit Shahis seenas
an “assertive” Home Minister and
hence people have expectations
with him. Sule suggested that just
as the A B Vajpayee government
had set up a committee after
Kargil War, the Modi government
should seek a report on Operation
Sindoor and table itin Parliament

RJD MP Abhay Kumar Sinha
raised questions over local law en-
forcement. “Did the government
probe why police security was not
available when the incident hap-
pened at Pahalgam,and whowas
responsible for that?”

e Why did you wait for the inquiry to be over: SC to Justice Varma

The committee was set up by
the then Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna on March 22, a
week after burnt currency notes
were found at Justice Varma's of-
ficial residence in New Delhi
when a fire broke out on March
14. The panel found credence in
the allegations against Justice
Varma, who was then with the
Delhi High Court.

On Monday, the Supreme
Courtwas hearing Justice Varma's
pleaseekinginvalidation of the in-
quiry committee's report. The plea
does not reveal Justice Varma's
identity and is titled, “XXX v. The
Union of India”.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
who appeared for Justice Varma,
told a bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and A G Masih that what-
ever had happened till now was
unconstitutional. “All that has
happened is completely contrary

to the Constitutional scheme. The
release of tapes, putting it on web-
site, and a public furore conse-
quential thereto, public discus-
sion, media interaction,
accusations against the judge... is
all prohibited... The whole pro-
cedure has now become political.
[ (Justice Varma) have already
been convicted,” he said, referring
to the video clip which purport-
edly showed the recovery of burnt
currency notes.

Justice Datta said that im-
peachment is also a political pro-
cedure. Sibal responded that it is
so in Parliament, not outside.

The government has made
clearits intent to act on impeach-
ing Justice Varma. Last week,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said the notice for re-
moval of Justice Varma was likely
tobe taken up in the Lok Sabhain
the ongoing Monsoon Session.

Justice Datta asked Sibal why
he had not challenged the release
of the video and the constitution
of the committee before the in-
quiry. “Did you come to the court
to request that the video be re-
moved? Why did you wait for the
inquiry to be completed and the
report to be released? Why did
you not challenge when the com-
mittee was appointed? Why did
you wait? Judges have abstained
from attending these proceedings
in the past. You could have ap-
proached us earlier as well,”
Justice Datta said. “Because it was
all in public, I (Justice Varma)
thought the committee will find
who it (the money) belongs to,”
Sibal told the bench.

At the very outset on Monday,
Justice Datta raised a procedural
objection. “This petition should not
havebeen filed. There are threere-
spondents (in the petition), your

main issue is with the Supreme
Court,” he said. Sibal said he would
make the required changes. He
submitted thatajudge canonlybe
removed as per the terms of the
procedure laid downinArticle 124
of the Constitution.

In his plea filed in the SC on
July 18, Justice Varma said:
“Primarily, the In-House
Procedure,adopted viaa 1999 Full
Court Resolution to handle com-
plaints against judges and pre-
serve judicial independence while
maintaining public faith, unjusti-
fiably extends beyond the in-
tended scope of self-regulation
and fact-finding. By culminating
inrecommendations for removal
from constitutional office, it cre-
ates a parallel, extra-constitutional
mechanism that derogates from
the mandatory framework under
Articles 124 and 218 of the
Constitution, which exclusively

e Divya beats Humpy, takes World Cup route to GM title: ‘It was fate’

tiebreakers on Monday.

Divya winning the Women's
World Cup also makes her eligi-
ble to be India’s fourth woman to
become a grandmaster, which is
significant because before the
event started, she had none of the
three norms required forit. Butin
one fell swoop, thanks toaregula-
tion in the FIDE rules, Divya has
now bypassed the criterion to
earn three norms and is now a
grandmaster as well. India’s 88th.
By reaching the final, along with
Humpy, Divya ensured that at
least two Indians will play the
Candidates tournament next year,
where eight players fight it out to
earn the right to play in the
women’s World Championship
against current world champion
JuWenjun.

“I'think it was fate, me getting

the grandmaster title this way,” an
emotional Divya said after her
win. “Before the tournament, I
didn't even have one norm to be
GM. I was thinking that I could
maybe earn a grandmaster norm
here. And in the end, [ became a
grandmaster.”

Since Humpy became a
grandmaster, just two women —
Harika Dronavalli and Vaishali
Rameshbabu — from India have
followed suit. Divya now joins that
list.

“This title means a lot. But
there's a lot more to achieve. I'm
hoping thisis just the start,” Divya
said.

The Divya vs Humpy finale
was a battle of generations, with
the 19-year-old Divya being half
the age of the veteran Humpy,
who is India’s first woman to be-

come a grandmaster. But more
importantly, it was a battle be-
tween two Indians while two
Chinese stars, TanZhongyiand Lei
Tingjie, fought for the third spot.
Having two Indians make it to the
final from a field of 107 players
was an indicator that just like in
the open section, where the likes
of Gukesh and Praggnanandhaa
have started to assert themselves,
India could drive women's chess
in the immediate future after
decades of dominance by Chinese
and Russian grandmasters.
While Divya’s path to the title
went through the likes of World
No.6 from China, Zhu Jiner, the
veteran Indian Harika Dronavallj,
and former women’s world
champion from China, Tan
Zhongyi, before the final, Humpy
had also defeated two strong

Chinese players onway to the title
clash — Lei Tingjie and Song Yuxin
— besides taking down Alexandra
Kosteniuk, the Russian-Swiss
grandmaster.

On Monday;, after their first
rapid game ended inadraw, Divya
won the second tiebreak game,
thanks to a series of errors from
Humpy.

Over the weekend, the first
two classical games between
them had ended in draws. The
first game, which was played on
Saturday, was where Divya had
the best chances to win, while
playing with white pieces. She
came with a plan and got a size-
able advantage on the board. But
then at the end, she scuffed her
lines and allowed Humpy to
equalise.

Divya had said that the draw

e Consider Aadhaar, voter card: SC

petitioners that the Court canal-
ways step in and strike it down
if there is any illegality.

In its July 10 order, the apex
court had asked the EC to con-
sider Aadhaar, voter ID and ration
cards for the purpose of updat-
ing the rolls, but left it to the dis-
cretion of the poll body whether
to accept or reject them.

Asked about the Court order,
ECsources said no directions had
been issued to it, so the SIR pro-
cedure, including the docu-
ments mentioned in the indica-
tive list, remained unchanged.

Addressing Senior Advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi, who appeared
for the EC, Justice Kant said: “In
the last order, there is a very good
suggestion to consider Aadhaar
and EPIC... As of now, the two
documents (Aadhaar and EPIC)
have a presumption of correct-
ness, because these are authen-
ticated documents. So you pro-
ceed with these two
documents...”

Cases of forged documents
can be dealt with on a case-to-
case basis, the Court said.
“Wherever you find forgery,
that's on a case-to-case basis.
Any document on Earth can be
forged,” Justice Kant said, adding
that there “should not be en
masse exclusion”, but “en masse
inclusion”.

At the very outset, Justice
Kant said he had an administra-
tive meeting scheduled and
might not be able to hold court
for the rest of the day. He asked
the parties to inform how much
time they would need to argue,
and said the Court would fix a
date for hearing.

Senior Advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, appearing
for petitioner Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR), said
the EC “had violated the Court’s
order” as far as considering
Aadhaar and EPIC cards went.

Justice Kant referred to the
counter affidavit filed by the EC
and remarked that the poll panel
has not rejected the two docu-
ments.

Sankaranarayanan replied
that “factually, on the ground,
they are not accepting”.

Justice Kant said: “It seems
their stand is that the list of doc-
uments which initially excluded
Aadhaar is not exhaustive, and
following this Court’s direction
or advice, these documents will
also be accepted.”

Dwivedi, appearing for the
EC, said: “What we have said is
that as far as ration cards are con-
sidered, we have difficulty inac-
cepting... (due to) large-scale
(forgery)... As far as the EPIC card
is concerned, the pre-filled enu-
meration form includes the EPIC
number... EPIC is being consid-
ered, but since the electoral roll is
being revised, EPIC cannot be
conclusive... because this is a
Special Intensive Revision.”

Justice Bagchi said the EC can
take it into account if someone
submits an enumeration form
with Aadhaar and, if necessary;,
issue a notice thereafter.

“Maybe one in a thousand
cases, you will find this EPIC card

vest powers for removal of Judges
of the High Courts in Parliament
through an address supported by
aspecial majority, following anin-
quiry under the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968.”

“There is a process under
Article 124. Before that, a judge
can't be subject matter of public
debate. Motion is filed through
Speaker or Chairman of LS or
RS..till that stage, that process is
not of the House, the process is
outside and Speaker acts as a
statutory authority. Judges' con-
duct can't be discussed. What
happened, tape is released on
March 22, the whole country talks
about it, man already stands con-
victed,” Sibal argued.

Sibal also asked how the then
(JISanjiv Khanna could have rec-
ommended Justice Varma'’s re-
moval to the President and Prime
Minister, saying the CJI has no
such power. Justice Datta said the
recommenda ion was done for

on Saturday had “felt like a loss”
to her. “I had seen everything (be-
forehand). So I was disappointed
by that,” she said. “But 1 got ready
for the second game (on Sunday)
by telling myself that I have my
whole life to feel sorry for that
game. I needed to prepare for the
second game.”

Divya, who was an Inter-
national Master when the tourna-
ment started 25 days ago, was the
underdog coming into the
tiebreaks, because the games
were played in the rapid format
and Humpy became the World
Rapid Champion for the second
time in her career in December
last year. Humpy is also currently
ranked world No.5 in the FIDE rat-
ings list forwomen while Divyais
world No.18 (which makes her the
fourth ranked Indian on the list).

In other formats, Humpy is
ranked much higher than the

is also forged, that can be (dealt
with) on a case-to-case basis,”
said Justice Kant. “For that mat-
ter, any document on this Earth
can be forged. Then Aadhaar can
also be... So, as of now, the two
documents (Aadhaar and EPIC)
have a presumption of correct-
ness, because these are authen-
ticated documents. So you pro-
ceed with these two
documents....”

Dwivedi said the EC was al-
lowing Aadhaar, adding: “What
we are saying is that under the
Aadhaar Act, Section 9 says that,
by itself, it is not proof of citizen-
ship.” He added that the enu-
meration form mentions
Aadhaar.

Justice Kant said, “Tomorrow,
not just Aadhaar, may be out of
the 11 other documents, 10 are
found forged. Wherever you find
forgery, that’s (to be dealt with
on an) individual case-to-case
basis.”

Dwivedi said, “That’s what
will happen.”

“Where the mechanism
which you have provided, that
you issue a showcause notice,
that they will have to come and
give an explanation, that part
will take care (of it). (Not) En-
masse exclusion, rather it should
be en-masse inclusion,” said
Justice Kant.

“You ask for their Aadhaar
also. If someone is coming with
Aadhaar, you entertain them
also,” the judge added, and asked
the parties to give a timeline for
hearing.

Sankaranarayanan, repre-
senting the ADR, urged the Court
to direct the EC to “not finalise
the roll” in the meanwhile. But
Justice Kant pointed out that
“earlier orderis very clear”. “You
were not asking for interim re-
lief. Interpretation, we will de-
cide at the earliest. Tomorrow
morning at 10.30 we can tell you,
whenis the earliest we can hear.”

Dwivedi said what will be re-
leased on August 1 is only a draft
roll, and people can file objec-
tions.

Justice Kant said: “It’'s only a
draft exercise. It doesn't take
away our power. We will take
care of that. We can assure you,
yes we will quash everything the
moment we agree with you.”

Sankaranarayan urged the
Court to say in its order that it
will be subject to the outcome.
“Itis always subject to outcome,”
said Justice Kant.

The senior counsel said, “But
the problem is, once the draft is
published, objections come. You
are inconveniencing 4.5 crore
people to go and look at the list
and give objections on a statu-
tory process.”

Justice Bagchi said that, ac-
cording to the EC affidavit, “even
if the enumeration forms are not
uploaded with relevant docu-
ments, they are going to put
up your name with these
objections”.

The court asked the parties to
submit the timelines for submis-
sion of arguments Tuesday
morning, after which it would fix
the date of hearing.

the initiation of due process. “It
could not have been done by the
(J1..That’s contrary to the consti-
tutional scheme,” Sibal said.

To his argument that it was
wrong to forward the inquiry
committee's report to the
President and the Prime Minister,
Justice Datta pointed out that the
matter has to be placed before the
President who is the appointing
authority for Judges of constitu-
tional courts. He said that as the
President acts on the aid and ad-
vice of the Council of Ministers,
there is nothing objectionable in
forwarding it to the PM either.

Sibal contended that the com-
mittee had not found out who the
cashbelonged to. The court said it
would have to see the report if he
wanted to argue on its contents
and pointed out that the report
must be annexed with the peti-
tion. Sibal agreed to do so. The
court willnow hear the matteron
Wednesday.
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teenager from Nagpur. In rapid,
Humpy is No.10in the world while
Divya is No.22. In blitz, while the
veteran is No.10 in the world
among women, Divya is No.18.

Just like Divya, Humpy was
also a prodigy back in the day. In
fact, Humpy was once the
youngest woman to achieve the
grandmaster title, when she beat
Judit Polgar’s record by three
months to reach there at the age
of 15 years, one month and 27
days.

Lifting the FIDE Women'’s
World Cupis a significant leap for
Divya.Itwasjustlast yearthat she
was crowned the world junior
championin the girls section. She
was also the inspiration behind
the Indian women’s team win-
ning a gold medal at the Chess
Olympiad in Budapest last year
where she claimed an individual
gold as well for her board.
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Woman SI among 5 held
for taking Rs 20 L bribe

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

AWOMAN sub-inspector, two of
her subordinates, and two civil-
ians were arrested on Sunday for
allegedly taking a bribe of Rs 20
lakh from a complainant, an offi-
cer said.

According to the police, Sub-
Inspector Neetu Bhist, posted at
Paschim Vihar East police station,
was caught red-handed on the
station’s premises after the Outer
District police laid a trap on the re-
quest of the complainant. The two
other police personnel arrested
include a head constable and a
constable. A senior police officer

said the process to suspend the ac-
cused officers will be initiated as
soon as the preliminary inquiry is
complete.

Officers said the complainant,
whoruns aneducational consult-
ing firm, told them that he wasin
his office on Saturday when a po-
lice officer from Paschim Vihar
East station arrived and accused
him of running his business ille-
gally. The complainant was then
forced toboard anSUV and taken
to a police booth in Peera Garhi.

The complainant alleged that
the police personnel asked him
forRs 501lakh,and the sub-inspec-
tor called him and threatened dire
consequencesifhelodged acom-
plaint.

STUDENT’S SUICIDE AT SHARDA UNIVERSITY

NCW seeks report from
varsity, urges UP top cop
to conduct timely probe

NEETIKAJHA
NOIDA,JULY 28

THE NATIONAL Commission for
Women (NCW) has taken suo
motu cognizance of mediareports
onthe death of asecond-year BDS
student allegedly by suicide fol-
lowing harassment by faculty
members at Sharda University.
The NCW has directed the univer-
sity to submit an Action Taken
Report (ATR) within three work-
ing days.

“The university hasbeen given
time till Tuesday to submit the ac-
tion report, as the order was is-

sued on Friday by the women’s
commission. Only after the given
time for report submission, any
further decision will be taken by
the commission,” said an official
of the NCW.

In a letter addressed to the
Director General of Police, Uttar
Pradesh, NCW Chairperson Vijaya
Rahatkar called for a fair and
timely probe and demanded im-
mediate support for the student’s
family.

Meanwhile, officials at the uni-
versity said on Monday that the
Internal Complaints Committee
(ICC)is expected to shareitsreport
on the matter on Tuesday.

CM SHRI schools:
Admission process
starts tomorrow

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Students from classes VI to VIII can apply. File

ACCUSES PREVIOUS AAP GOVT OF CORRUPTION, PARTY HITS BACK

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

DELHI CHIEF Minister Rekha
GuptaMonday directed the Anti-
Corruption Branch (ACB) to probe
“irregularities in construction of
the Barapullah Phase Ill elevated
corridor” while accusing the pre-
vious AAP government of “cor-
ruption” in the matter.

The CM issued the directions
during the Expenditure Finance
Committee (EFC) meeting. The
meeting was also attended by
Public Works Department (PWD)
minister Parvesh Sahib Singh and
senior officials from the Finance
and other departments con-
cerned.

In response, the AAP said the
BJP’s ‘four-engine’ government
has failed to take “even a single
meaningful step to address the
concerns of ordinary citizens” de-
spite being in power for six
months. “Instead of governing,
BJP has focused its energies on de-
lay, deflection, and distraction —
flooding the system with raids, in-
vestigations, and baseless cases
that have yielded noevidence,” it
added.

Gupta highlighted that the
project, scheduled for completion
in October 2017, was repeatedly
delayed and eventually ran into
arbitration.

“The ruling favoured the con-
tractor with an award of Rs 120
crore. When the payment was
withheld, the company ap-
proached the High Court, which,

How new mother-newborn care unit
at Safdarjung Hospital is saving lives

At the Barapullah flyover. File

Delhi CM orders ACB probe into
Barapullah Ph-3 ‘irreqularities’

inMay 2023, ordered the PWD to
pay Rs 175 crore, including inter-
est and GST. The sum was subse-
quently paid during the tenure of
then-PWD Minister Atishi,” said
a statement from the CM'’s Office
(CMO).

“During the (EFC) meeting,
concerns were raised over the
PWD’s negligence and prolonged
delays in the project. The Chief
Minister instructed senior offi-
cials to ensure its timely comple-
tion, noting that the payment was
necessitated because the previ-
ous government had prevented
the company from executing the
work,” the CMO said.

Guptaalsoaccused the previ-
ous AAP government of “not fil-
ing a review petition and taking
action against officials responsi-
ble for the cost overruns”. The CM

said the contractor had initially
offered to settle the dispute for Rs
35 crore, but the proposal was ig-
nored, resulting in the escalation
of the matter to the High Court.

According to officials, the CM
said “the payment to the contrac-
tor hampered other PWD
schemes”. Gupta further noted
the possibility of PWD officials
being complicit in the irregulari-
ties and said their actions would
alsobe scrutinised under the vig-
ilance enquiry. Assuringthatthe
investigation will not hinder fur-
ther progress, the CM said the
project, which also faced delays
due to pending approval for cut-
ting trees, will be completed on
time.

An amount of Rs 1,260.63
crore was allocated for the proj-
ect in December 2014.

Construction work began in April
2015, with a stipulated comple-
tion period of 30 months. The
original estimated cost of the
project wasRs 1,260.63 crore, out
of which Rs 1,238.68 crore has
been spent so far, said officials,
adding that the new cost of the
projectisestimated tobeRs 1,330
crore.

Officials said Rs 150 crore has
been allocated for this year, of
which Rs 86.43 crore had already
been spent. “No further delays
would be tolerated and assured
adequate budgetary support to
complete the project, whichis ex-
pected to significantly ease traf-
fic between South and East
Delhi,” said the CM.

InMay, the PWD miinister had
said the target is to operationalise
the flyover by December.

WAQF BOARD CORRUPTION CASE

Court orders framing of
charges against AAP’s
Amanatullah, 10 others

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

A DELHI court Monday ordered
the framing of charges against
Aam Aadmi Party’s Okhla MLA
Amanatullah Khan and 10 others
inrelation to the Delhi Waqf Board
corruption case.

The case pertains toalleged ir-
regularities committed during
Khan'’s tenure as the chairman of
the Board between 2016 and 2021.

Special Judge Dig Vinay Singh
of Rouse Avenue Court said in his
order, “Inthe present case, the ac-
cused individuals demonstrated
a mutual understanding regard-
ingillegal appointments of A-2 to
A-11, for which public servants
would be liable for criminal mis-
conduct, an offence evident from
their conductas discussed above.
This strongly suggests thata crim-
inal conspiracy existed prima fa-
cie.” The court ordered that
charges be framed against the ac-
cused persons under sections of
the Prevention of Corruption Act
and criminal conspiracy.

“In this case, the facts pre-
sented strongly indicate that A-1
to A-11 were actively involved in
the conspiracy to first appoint A-
2 and subsequently A-3 to A-11,”
the judge added.

According to the CBI, Khan had
illegally appointed members to
the board, causing aloss to the ex-
chequer. It was argued by the
agency that he himself was ap-
pointed as chairperson on March
12,2016, illegally without placing
the matter before the L-G.

Amanatullah
Khan

In conspiracy with Mahboob
Alam (A-2), the CBI claimed that
Khan got 9 others appointed ille-
gally as well. Alam was appointed
asthe CEO by “bypassing standard
procedures and legal require-
ments, against the rules and
norms”, the CBI claimed.

As per the agency, Alam and
Khan colluded and appointed 9
others to various positions on the
Wagf Board “against all rules and
norms”. Many of the accused per-
sons appointed were either rela-
tives of Khan or known to him,
claimed the CBI.

“Regarding accused... their re-
spective roles, as outlined earlier,
clearly indicate their involvement
inaconspiracy toappoint A-2 and
A-3. Their actions in manipulat-
ing the interview process demon-
strate a conspiracy with individu-
als A-4 to A-11 to secure
appointments unlawfully,” the
courtsaid. “The factthat A-4 to A-
11 obtained appointments de-
spite many of them not submit-
ting applications within the
stipulated timeframe, failing to
specify the post they applied for,
receiving interview calls without
formal notifications... along with
their acquaintance and relation-
ships to A-1, suggests a collusion
between them,” it added.
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LAUNCHED A year ago, the Mother
Newborn Care Unit (MNCU) under
the Paediatrics Department at
Safdarjung Hospital has helped re-
duce mortality ratesin sick infants
born outside the hospital.

According to a study published
in the Indian Journal of Paediatrics,
titled Mother Newborn Care Unit:
An Innovation for Improving
Survival of Small and Sick Babies at
Tertiary Level Facility, the mortal-
ity of outborn neonates was 28.3%
before the initiation of the MNCU.
After the centre was set up last
year, it dipped to 18.7%.

It was conducted by doctors
from Safdarjung Hospital and cov-

ted to paediatric wards alongside
older children. In February 2024,
the hospital operationalised the
40-bed Level 11l MNCU, offering
comprehensive critical care for
premature and sick newborns —
including those with complex
medical or surgical needs — re-
gardless of birth weight or gesta-
tional age.

This unit specifically caters to
outborn neonates.

The MNCU is equipped with
advanced facilities, including me-
chanical ventilation (both invasive
and non-invasive) and other Level
[Il intensive care services for criti-
cally ill newborns.

Additionally, Kangaroo Mother
Care (KMC) garments, binders, and
chairs were procured to enable im-
mediate KMC for newborns weigh-

for mothers and surrogates.

Key findings of study

B When newborns were ad-
mitted to paediatric wards, 35%
were discharged after exclusive
breast milk feeding. In contrast, af-
ter the MNCU was set up, the num-
ber increased to 87%.

B According to the study au-
thors, before the establishment of
the MNCU, outborn low-birth-
weight newborns were unable to
receive KMC support.

After the MNCU was launched,
78% of eligible low-birth-weight
babies received effective KMC dur-
ing their hospital stay.

B According to Dr Harish
Chellani, former head of the
Paediatrics Department and one of
the authors of the study, when
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from the ground up, while others
are undergoing major upgrades,

early-stage academic develop-
ment, said officials.
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Gurgaon leads state’s
liquor vend auctions,
rakes in Rs 3,875 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JULY 28

THE GURGAON district led
Haryana excise department’s
revenue collection with Rs 3,875
crore, contributing 27% to the
state’s total of Rs 14,342 crore in
liquor vend auctions that con-
cluded in July under the 2025-27
policy, officials said.

The figure marks a propor-
tionate rise of 13.25% from the
Rs 7,025 crore collected in last
year’s auctions.

The department success-
fully auctioned all 1,194 retail
liquor zones, issuing licences for
2,388 vends, with each zone al-
lowing two vends per licensee.
In the 2024-25 fiscal, liquor
vend licences were issued for a
one-year term, unlike 22
months this time.

“The auctions concluded in
July, a month earlier than last
year’s August timeline, due to the
attractive provisions of the 2025-
27 Excise Policy,” said Vinay
Pratap Singh, Commissioner,
Excise and Taxation. A transpar-
ent web portal facilitated high
participation, he added.

The Haryana government
has set a revenue target of Rs
14,064 crore under the new ex-
cise policy. In 2024-25, the gov-
ernment had collected Rs 12,700
crore against a target of Rs
12,650 crore.

“Prompt and strong action by
state law enforcement against
criminal elements, under the di-
rections of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister, ensured faster auctions
and substantially higher rev-

enue,” the commissioner stated.

He highlighted that these
measures underscored the
state’s commitment to the safety
and security of its residents, con-
tributing to the auction’s success.

Earlier, the third phase of
liquor vend auctions, held on
May 31, was a bonanza for the
Haryana government’s excheq-
uer as bids fetched Rs 1,270.40
crore, exceeding the reserve
price of Rs 1,198.90 crore by 5.96
per cent.

Bristol Chowk on the city’s
elite Golf Course Road saw the
highest bids at Rs 98.6 crore by
G-Town Wines against areserve
(base) price of Rs 94.6 crore.

Last year, the same zone had
seen the highest bid by the same
winning bidder at Rs 48.28 crore
against a base price of Rs 36.75
crore. The state excise depart-
ment had, in that phase, com-
pleted the auctions of 50 out of
79 liquor retail zones in Gurgaon
(East) under the Excise Policy
2025-27.

DLF-3 zone had fetched Rs 63
crore against areserve price of Rs
60 crore, the second highest in
the district.

The third highest had been
for Shankar Chowk zone, which
had gone at the base price of Rs
62 crore.

Nawada zone saw winning
bids that were 30% higher than
the base price, while the same
for South City was 25%, followed
by American Express on
Southern Peripheral Road (24.3%
higher), Badshahpur (20.9%),
Shikohpur and Kankrola (20.5%
each), Sohna Road (16.9%), and
Baani Square (12%).

Bristol Chowk saw highest bids at Rs 98.6 crore by G-Town
Wines against a reserve (base) price of Rs 94.6 cr. Archive

2019 VIOLENCE CASE

Delhi HC seeks
police reply

on activist Asif
Tanha’s plea

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE DELHI High Court Monday
sought a response from the city
police ona plea by student activist
Asif Igbal Tanha challenging the
framing of charges against himin
a 2019 FIR lodged over violence
that allegedly erupted over
protests against the Citizenship
Amendment Bill at the time.

Justice Sanjeev Narula, issuing
notice, posted the matter for con-
sideration next on October 13.

Two other accused in the
case — activist Sharjeel Imam
and Jamia student Chandan
Kumar — have also challenged
the framing of charges against
them by a trial court, with their
petitions pending before the HC.
The high courtis due to consider
all these pleas on October 13.

While framing charges
against the accused, the trial
court, in an order on May 7, ob-
served, “Accused Sharjeel Imam
was not only aninstigator, he was
alsoone of the kingpins of alarger
conspiracy to incite violence.”

Imam and Tanha were
charged under sections related
to abetment, criminal conspir-
acy, being part of an unlawful
assembly, and rioting with a
deadly weapon of the IPC, and
sections of the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act,
among others.

According to the chargesheet
filed in this case, 41 vehicles, in-
cluding government vehicles,
were damaged and set ablaze by
a mob of hundreds in New
Friends Colony. It also stated that
10 police officers were injured,
including a station house officer
(SHO) who sustained grievous
injuries.

Fourteen people have been
discharged in the case, while
charges have been framed
against nine others.

ANANDVIHAR

Moderate

106
AQI
PM2.5

NARELA
Satisfactory
87
: AQI
500 | 0 PM25 500

' SIRIFORT

! Satisfactory

|

i ' 95

; AQI

o PM25 4

SC takes suo motu cognizance
of rising cases of stray dog bites

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AMID AN outcry over rising
cases of stray dog bites, the
Supreme Court on Monday took
suo motu cognizance of areport
about infants in Delhi falling prey
to the menace.

Stressing that the incidents
are “very alarming,” Justice ]
Pardiwala, presiding over a two-
judge bench also comprising
Justice R Mahadevan, said the
news report has some disturbing
facts. The court, while referring to
the report, said hundreds of dog
bitesin Delhi and nearby areas are
leading to rabies, and ultimately,
children and the elderly are falling
prey to the dreadful disease.

Directing that the facts be
taken on record, the bench said,
“We take suo motu cognizance.
Registry shall register the petition
and register it as suo motu.” The
bench directed that the matter,

The last stray dog census was held in 2016 in Delhi. Archive

large-hearted people?”

Making its displeasure evi-
dent, the court added, “There is
all space for these animals, no
space for humans.” It then asked,
“Why don't you (appellant) feed
them in your own house?
Nobody is stopping you.”

The last stray dog census was
held in 2016 in Delhi. The esti-
mated populationis expected to
have reached around 70 lakh.

Earlier this month, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
formed a 12-member panel, in-
cluding councillors and officials
of the veterinary department, to

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy9%s¥ab{ish shelter homes in each

along with the news report, be
placed before Chief Justice of India
B R Gavai for appropriate orders.

The remarks by the bench
come after the SC, earlier this
month, had come down heavily
onawomaninNoidawhohadal-
leged that she was being harassed
for feeding community dogs.

A bench of Justices Vikram

Nath and Sandeep Mehta was
hearing an appeal on July 15
moved by one Reema Shah,
whose plea to the Allahabad High
Court to issue directions to the
Noida Authority and others to not
to harass her was turned down.
The bench asked Shah’s
counsel, “Should we leave every
lane, every road open for these

zone to effectively address the is-
sue of stray dog menace.
Standing committee chair-
person Satya Sharma said the
panel would prepare a complete
action plan for the construction
and operation of these shelter
homes, adding that it will sub-
mit its report to the Standing
Committee within a month.

Ex-NSG commandant-turned-artisan robbed in
Chawri Bazaar: Business feud behind crime, 4 held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

DAYS AFTER a retired NSG com-
mandant was robbed at gun-
point at his home in Chawri
Bazaar, police said four people,
including a jewellery business-
man, were arrested in the case.

According to police, the busi-
nessman, Mohammad Kaif, was
allegedly miffed after the 86-
year-old victim, Bhim Sen -- now
a diamond and gems artisan —
ended their business partnership.

The other accused were iden-
tified as Aloknath Mishra, 35;
Sohail Malik, 23; and Waseem,
48; police said.

The incident took place onJuly
19 when Sen was at his house —
which also doubles up as his of-
fice—along with his son Sandeep,
daughter-in-law Neelam, and
grandson. “Amanknocked onthe
door and called out the name of a
family member. As soon as the
door was opened, three masked

DU rolls out anti-ragging
rules ahead of new session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

WITH THE new academic ses-
sion set to kick off in a few days,
Delhi University has rolled out
anti-ragging measures: campus
surveillance, anonymous com-
plaint mechanisms, parental un-
dertakings, digital helplines, and
coordinated vigilance squads.

Following a meeting of the
university’s Proctorial Board on
July 28, attended by senior offi-
cials from Delhi Police and the
varsity's administration, the
Registrar’s office issued guide-
lines outlining new steps for
2025-26 to “strictly enforce rules
and regulations...”

Starting August 1, the univer-
sity will operate two Joint
Control Rooms — one eachin the
North and South Campuses —
until August 8. Further, Anti-
Ragging Day will be observed on

August 12, followed by Anti-
Ragging Week from August 12-
18, as per the University Grants
Commission’s instructions.

The university’s anti-ragging
framework — summarised in a
detailed circular — includes mul-
tiple reporting channels. Students
can call the UGC'’s 24x7 helpline,
email the Proctor, or use the Anti-
Ragging and Himmat mobile
apps. Local control rooms and the
campus police vehicle “VAMIKA”
have also been mobilised.

Sealed complaint boxes are
being placed in front of princi-
pals’ offices, especially in under-
graduate colleges with hostels.

Meanwhile, in the second
round of admissions, the varsity
Monday announced a total of
87335 seat allocations. Of these,
24,843 were fresh allocations,
while 27,314 students secured
higher-choice upgrades, and
17922 opted to freeze their allot-
ted seats, halting further changes.

assailants, armed with weapons,
forced their way inside,” a police
officer had said earlier.

When the grandson resisted,
one of the masked men tookouta
gunand tied his hands before tap-
ing his mouth, the officer had said.

The intruders then looted
jewellery and precious stones
worth Rs 50 lakh, while also tak-
ing $3,550. They locked the fam-
ily in the kitchen before fleeing.

DCP (North) Raja Banthia
said, “Through sustained surveil-
lance and intelligence analysis,
it was established that three in-
dividuals were involved in the
crime. These individuals were
observed regrouping near
Chawri Bazar Metro Station —
two approached through nearby
bylanes, while the third arrived
ina TSR (three-wheeled scooter
rickshaw) after deboarding a
Metro train at Rajiv Chowk.
Metro data later confirmed that
this person had boarded the
train from Noida City Centre.”

A team led by Sub-Inspector

Prashant found the TSR driver.
“The driver confirmed that he had
picked up the individual from
Connaught Place. The team found
that the accused took another
train back to Noida City Centre
Metro station. He got off and drove
away on a scooter,” the DCP said.

The scooter was registered in
the name of a junior engineer
with the New Delhi Municipal
Council, who lives in Noida. The
engineer told the police that her
scooter was being used by her
driver, Aloknath Mishra. A trap
was laid and Mishra was ar-
rested on Tuesday.

“Mishra admitted that the
robbery had been orchestrated
by Kaif, as an act of revenge. Kaif
hired Mishra, Sohail, and
Waseem to execute the plan. Kaif
was then arrested from his resi-
dence near Jama Masjid and
Sohail was arrested from
Mustafabad. They admitted that
the proceeds of the robbery were
with Waseem,” DCP Banthia said.

Investigation showed that

Waseem fled to Moradabad af-
ter the robbery and then went to
Sambhal. He then booked a hotel
in Roorkee, where he stayed for
five days.

“Waseem kept his phone
switched off most of the time,
switching it on only for a few
minutes daily — and always
from alocation away from his ac-
tual place of stay to mislead po-
lice. He hid the robbed jewels in
Roorkee and was last tracked to
Mussoorie,” Banthia said.

A trap was laid at Library
Chowk in Mussoorie, and the ac-
cused was arrested on July 27.
Police have recovered the major-
ity of the robbed amount.

A police officer said Kaif
started doing business with Sen
in 2023, and has known him for
20 years. “Kaif felt that Sen was
visiting foreign countries and
taking over his clients for his
own business. This caused a
monetary dispute between the
two and led to afall out,” the of-
ficer said.

Tailor kills daughter over ‘affair’,
dies by suicide: Gr Noida Police

NEETIKA JHA
NOIDA, JULY 28

WHEN SHARDA, a helper at a pri-
vate company in Greater Noida,
prepared dinner on Sunday — a
hearty meal of chicken curry and
rice — for her husband and three
children, she did not know this
was the last time the family of five
would be eating together. After
dinner, all of them retreated to
the terrace of their one-storey
house in Sirsa village to sleep.

When she woke up on
Monday, around 6 am, she saw
two bodies in one of the rooms
on the ground floor — her hus-
band, Ashok Kumar (45), was
hanging fromanironrod and her
18-year-old daughter was lying
dead on the floor.

Police said Ashok, a tailor at
a private firm, allegedly killed his
daughter after he suspected her

of having an affair and later
hanged himself.

Around 6.30 am on Monday,
Sudhir Kumar, Additional DCP,
Greater Noida, said, police re-
ceived a call on the 112 helpline
thataman had died by suicide. “A
police team reached the spotand
found a person hanging and the
body of awoman nearby,” he said.

“When we spoke to the fam-
ily members, we found that
Ashok had killed his daughter
over an affair and then died by
suicide... The bodies have been
sent for post-mortem and all as-
pects are being investigated,”
said the Additional DCP.

Dharmendra Shukla, SHO,
Kasna Police station, where the
call was received, told The Indian
Express thatitwas Ashok’s brother;,
Hublal, who informed the police
of the two deaths. “We are still
trying to figure out the exact cause
of their deaths,” Shukla said.

PHOTO EXHIBITION ON DiI1SPLAY AT INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

From Rajasthan, festlval that subverts caste, class: Gavri of Mewar Bhils

DEEPAKRAJEEV
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

EVERY YEAR, the Bhil community
of Mewar embarks on a 40-day
ritual called Gavri. During this fes-
tival, Bhil troupes travel to villages
across Udaipur and nearby dis-
tricts of Rajasthan — where their
married sisters and daughters live
— performing khels or dance-dra-
mas, songs, and religious cere-
monies in honour of their deity,
Gorkhiya Mata.

For the first time, this rich
and resplendent world of Bhil
rituals and oral literature is open
to a wider audience through a
photo exhibition at the India
International Centre Art Gallery.

Researched and curated by
Aditi Mehta, the folk repertoire
has been captured by the virtu-

oso lens of acclaimed photogra-
pher and Padma Shri awardee
Sudharak Olwe.

Mehta first encountered this
centuries-old traditional art form
when she was posted asanAS of-
ficer in Rajasthan. Enthralled by
the bhava or trance-like state of the
khelyas or performers during the
festival, she carried out a three-
decade-long research which cul-
minated in a three-volume cul-
tural memoir-cum-ethnography
text titled, ‘Playing with the
Goddess: Gavriof the Mewar Bhils’

She recounts: “Back then, I
had a small office and five or six
staff. One of them, a peon, kept
disappearing,and no one seemed
to mind. Though his behaviour
bothered me, [ was caught up in
my ownworkand life. Then came
a turning point: we were travel-
ingby ajeep to conducta census,

The Bhil community embarks on the 40-day ritual every
year. Credit: Sudharak Olwe

On Monday, Ashok’s house
wore a deserted look with a lock
outside. With her two sons, aged
11 and 12, Sharda has shifted to
her sister-in-law’s house, a few
metres away. “Everything was go-
ing well for us.Ido not know what
happened between them late at
night,” she told The Indian Express.

“We knew she had been talk-
ing to a man. My husband had,
time and again, asked her to stop,
but she did not listen. Last night,
when we went to sleep, he had
taken her phone,” she recalled.

“We had already found a
match for her. It was a good fam-
ily and they were placed well fi-
nancially. We had planned her
wedding after the monsoon...,”
Sharda said, adding, “She had
told us she would only marry the
man she liked and nooneelse...”

Police said they have not re-
ceived any complaint from the
family members.

Creating a Rabelaisian carni-
valesque environment, Bhil dra-
mas are filled with fun, dance,
parody, and humour, subverting
the notion of caste and class hi-
erarchies. Some playlets even
lampoon kings and gods.

Mehta says: “Through suc-
cessive iterations of this festival,
you see a dramatic change and
improvement in the status of
Bhils. A few generations ago, they
were considered untouchable
and not allowed to enter certain
parts of upper caste homes...
They are actually considered to
be gods (during the festival)...
However, after the Gavri, after the

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvqPnxvwWb3Agy9&myal{al, they go back to reality.”

and we saw Gavri being per-
formed along the way.Ididn’t pay
much attention at first. But even
six hours later, on our return, they
were still singing and dancing —

and to my surprise, the peon was
among them. He was a khelya.
That'swhenIrealised how deeply
meaningful this ritual is to the
people.”

The Bhils, one of the biggest
Adivasi tribes in India, consider
themselves direct descendants
of Lord Shiva and his wife,
Goddess Parvati. They organise
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NSG jawan killed in
hit-and-run in R K
Puram, 1 arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

A 30-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested for allegedly mowing
down a National Security Guard
(NSG) jawan in a hit-and-run
earlier this month.

Police said it was a blind case
as there were no witnesses to the
incident. They were notified of
the case when a PCR call was re-
ceived at the R K Puram police
station in the early hours of July
9, reporting that an unidentified
man had been hit by a vehicle on
the service road of Rao TulaRam
Marg near Sector 8.

The injured man, later identi-
fied as Narender Singh, a serving
personnel of the NSG, was
rushed to AIIMS Trauma Centre
for medical attention. He was
later declared dead.

With no immediate clues or
witnesses, a case was registered
under sections 281 (rash or neg-
ligentdriving)and 125A (acten-
dangering human life or per-
sonal safety of others) of the BNS.

“A team analysed CCTV
footage from dozens of cameras
along the Outer Ring Road and
nearby areas and spotted the sus-
pected vehicle —aMaruti Ertiga.
The vehicle was traced and we
questioned the owner. He con-

firmed that he had given his car
to his driver, Pawan Kumar
Chauhan... and provided the lat-
ter’s mobile number. However,
the phone was found switched
off... Despite reaching the last
known location, the team could
not trace either the vehicle or the
accused. Further CCTV tracking
confirmed the vehicle’s move-
ment in Noida Sector 67, but it
went untraceable afterward,”
said DCP (Southwest) Amit Goel.

The team continued its tech-
nical monitoring and distributed
the suspect’s photograph to a
network of informers across
Delhi and the NCR, said police.

On July 24, the police re-
ceived a tip-off that Chauhan
was at his house in Rajokri. A
subsequent raid led to his arrest
and the recovery of the Maruti
Ertiga, said police.

During questioning, the 30-
year-old accused allegedly ad-
mitted that on the day of the ac-
cident, he was returning from
Haridwar with his family.
Exhausted from the journey, he
momentarily dozed off near RTR
Marg, resulting in the accident.

Inastate of panic and despite
his family’s pleas to stop, he fled
the scene. He later dropped his
children at Rajokri and went into
hiding in Noida in an attempt to
avoid arrest, said police.

Passengers stranded
at Hindon Airport after
Al Express flight hit by
nearly 19-hour delay

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

WHEN AROUND 200 passengers
boarded the Air India Express
flight IX 1512 at the Hindon
Airport in Ghaziabad around 6
pm on Sunday;, after a one-hour
delay, they expected to reach
Kolkata in two hours. However,
they did not reach their destina-
tion till Monday afternoon.

Passengers said they faced
massive inconvenience after be-
ing stranded for hours at the air-
portdue to the delay, which was
attributed to a technical snag.

Boarding was initially de-
layed as the aircraft, which was
coming from Goa, had arrived
late at the airport, said sources.

“The pilot announced some
technical issues after boarding...
After that, we heard there was an
issue with the wheels,” recalled
Shikha Sinha, 65, a passenger.

The airline on Sunday an-
nounced that the flight was de-
layed due to a technical issue and
was subsequently unable to take
off, as time limitations at the
Hindon airport came into effect.

“One of our flights from
Hindon s operating with a delay
as it could not take off following
atechnical issue and subsequent
watch hour limitations at the air-
port,” an Air India Express
spokesperson had said.

Watch hour limitations are
time restrictions notified by the
Airports Authority of India for
flight operations at an airport.
For Hindon Airport, it’s sunrise
to sunset.

Sinharecalled being taken to

the festival to celebrate the god-
dess after the full moon night of
Raksha Bandhan in August.

Being a patriarchal society,
they don’t allow women to per-
form rituals. Therefore, female
characters are played by men.

Olwe says, “... [ was strongly
moved by their performance.
These are precious moments of
gender equality and fluidity
where the dazzling colours of
Rajasthan, songs, and dance
form a collective consciousness,
filling the environment with the
feminine grace of the Devi. My
duty, as a photographer, is to
document the cultural diversity
and lives of these people.
Through my photos and exhibi-
tions, [ want to ensure that they
receive the respect and dignity
they rightly deserve.”

Some of the popular dance

The airline on Sunday
announced that the
flight was delayed due
to atechnical issue and
was subsequently
unable to take off, as
time limitations at the
Hindon Airport came
into effect

the Delhi Airport with other pas-
sengers. “Around 7 pm, passen-
gers were deboarded from the
plane, and sent in a bus to take
another flight from IGIA. But
then, they were turned back
midway, and told there were no
alternative aircraft available at
the Delhi airport,” she claimed.

The airline then provided ac-
commodation to all 200 passen-
gers in hotels near Hindon
Airport. Around 3 am Monday,
the passengers were taken to the
Hindon Airport again after being
told that the flight was expected
to take off around 6 am.

However, passengers said the
plane only took off around 11.41
am on Monday, 19 hours after
the scheduled time. The flight
reached its destination, Kolkata,
around 1.48 pm.

“Since Sunday, we have gone
through security checks multiple
times. We waited endlessly...Iam
a heart patient, I had an appoint-
ment on Monday in Kolkata,”
said a 78-year-old passenger.

There was no statement from
Air India Express on Monday af-
ter the 19-hour delay.

dramas include ‘Badliya Hindwa',
which vividly acts out the Bhil
community’s deep love of nature,
and ‘Bhilurana’, which is histori-
cally significant, portraying their
resistance against foreign in-
vaders such as the Mughals and
the British East India Company.
Both plays, as many others,
end with a salutation to the god-
dess and clear warnings to never
violate nature or their sovereignty.
“...hope my endeavour and
our exhibition evoke an interest
in understanding our folk art,
philosophy, and our people. If it
excites even a few individuals to
try and discover what our coun-
try really is, then my aim is ful-
filled,” says Mehta.
The exhibition concludes on
1 August at 7 pm.
(Deepak Rajeev is an intern
with The Indian Express)
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WOMEN AT THE
FOREFRONT

FUELING UP’S GROWTH STORY

Uttar Pradesh is witnessing a transformative era where women are no longer on the
sidelines of development-they are leading it. Guided by the dynamic leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the state has launched a wave of reforms, policies, and
missions that are empowering crores of women with access to education, employment,
safety, digital access, and property rights. Whether through over 10 lakh SHGs, landmark
initiatives like Mission Shakti, Kanya Sumangala, or Mission UNNATI, or targeted
interventions in police, transport, farming and finance-this is a decisive shift.
Empowering women means empowering Uttar Pradesh.

Foundation Stone laid for Women's Hostel at
Mahayogi Gorakhnath University, Gorakhpur

1% Stamp Duty Exemption for
Women Buyers (Property up to Rs. 1 Cr)
Sambhav Abhiyan 4.0 achieved a 7.5% reduction Rs. 3,000 transferred via DBT to 35.78 lakh
in underweight children and improved maternal- women u_nder t_he Hi_rashrlt Mahila
child health; 5.0 phase now begins. Pension Yojana in Q1 FY26

1.75 lakh+ women have reportedly secured i~ ) R 7N 10 lakh Self-Help Groups: employment to
government jobs in 8 years { AR BBV 7P i 1 crore+ women

MISSION UNNATI | S UP CHARTS WOMEN'S
Launched by the Government of Uttar Pradesh and Udaiti PROGHESS WITH WEE IN nEx

Foundation, Mission UNNATI aims to empower women _ The Women Economic Empowerment (WEE) Index tracks
through a structured policy and data-driven approach. The Over 27,178 women police personnel women's advancement in employment, education, safety, and
Women Economic Empowerment Index (WEEI) evaluates all have been appointed across the state self-reliance. Lucknow, Kanpur, and Varanasi topped the
75 districts using 49 indicators across 15 departments, 10,378 dedicated women police beats index. Special drives under the 0DOP Margin Money Scheme
focusing on entrepreneurship, employment, education, allocated for enhanced safety to boost women's inclusion secured 10% quota in industrial
livelihood, safety, and mability. The mission supports women 75 Women Police Stations and park auctions. Women now get preference in Home Guard
micro-entrepreneurs, promotes vocational training (especially 78 Women Counselling Centers are and teacher recruitment, along with expanded access to
in [Tls), and aligns with UP's $1 trillion economy goal, operational technical, vocational, and paramedical training. Re-enrolment
unlocking transformative potential by integrating women into 346 Women PRVs deployed to provide units will help dropouts return to skill programs. The
the economic mainstream. night escort and emergency security participation of women in public transportation roles should
: be actively encouraged and promoted.
Districts are categorized into five tiers based on their | 2.naulﬁghsmmceen“?;ge:ggg; . ! . i

Financial Inclusion via 'Sakhis'

performance on the WEEI: Champions to Aspirants.

Women's labour force parﬁnlpatiun rose from
14% (2017-18) to 36% (2023-24)

Banking Correspondent (BC) Sakhis:
o 50,000+ trained, managed Rs. 31,626 crore in transactions.

53% of e-Shram registrations are women o Earned over Rs. 85.81 crore in commissions.
Vidyut Sakhis & Surya Sakhis
Women PAC battalions named after o Vidyut Sakhis collected Rs. 169 crore in just the first two
valiant icons Veerangana Avantibai, months of FY 2025-26, following a total collection of
Veerangana Uda Devi & Veerangana Rs. 1,045 crore during FY 2024-25.
Jhalkari Bai have been established in o Inthe last 5 years, 14,105 Vidyut Sakhis in Uttar Pradesh
Budaun, Lucknow & Gorakhpur, have collectively earned commissions exceeding Rs. 26 crore.
respectively. o Uttar Pradesh to appoint 57,702 Surya Sakhis-one per Gram
Establishment of 218 new Fast-Track Panchayat - to promote, maintain solar products and
Courts, 81 Magistrate-Level Courts, empower rural communities.
and 81 Additional sessions courts Self-Help Groups (SHGs) & Livelihood Promotion
. Women Power Line 1090: 99.55% of o 10+ lakh SHGs formed, linking over 1 crore women to
o Beti Bachao- Beti Padhao Yojana: 2 crore daughters complaints resolved Income-generating activities.
benefitted Establishment of Shakti Mobile & o 17.09 lakh women became 'Lakhpati Didis' under the central
o Mukhyamantri Samuhik Vivah Yojana: More than 4.76 lakh 10,417 women police beats in all 1584 WEE schemes with UPSRLM support.
couples married police stations. o The state aims to scale this initiative to reach 28.92 lakh
o Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: Free LPG connections to Establishment of women's cyber cell women by FY 2026-27 through sustained livelihood

promotion and support to self-help groups (SHGS).

1.86 crore families & free LPG cylinders on Diwali & Holi across 18 regional headquarters i ,
o Mukhyamantri Kanya Sumangala Yojana: Over 23.40 lakh © 7.17 lakh SHGs received revolving funds; 7.26 lakh SHGs
daughters benefitted, Rs. 25,000 in phased financia received credit-linked.
assistance per girl-from birth to Class 12th (up to o Under the Uttar Pradesh State Rural Livelihood Mission,
2 daughters) in Below Poverty Line (BPL) families. 873,534 self-help gruupsT‘S?T482 village organizations, and
o Bhagya Lakshmi Yojana: Rs. 50,000 bond at birth + staged 3,137 cluster-level federations have been formed,

connecting over 95 lakh women from rural areas.

o Under PM Matsya Sampada Yojana, rural women adopt scientific
fish farming with grants, training, becoming self-reliant.

Women's Employment Boost via MGNREGA

o Female participation reached 45.05% in FY 2025-26 Q1, up
from 35% in 2018-19.

o Driven by wage hikes and women-friendly workforce policies.

support until class 12.

o Rani Lakshmibai Self-Defence Training Programme:
60 lakh+ girls trained

o Ranks first in the country in conviction rate for crimes against
women

o 7.17 lakh women received assistance through the
181 Women Helpline Scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: ' V¥ ;E Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: 2.77 crore toilets
60 lakh+ women benefitted \ AR <« and 4,500 pink toilets constructed

| WOMEN HELPLINE

Women Power Line - 1090

Women Helpline - 181
UP Police - 112

Child Helpline - 1098
Cyber Crime - 1930

~Join EREE Wiagtsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.comiiDvenxvwWb3Agyd8nVaey  mdranexpresseom = Join FREE Telegram Channel chat.whatsapp.egm/HDvqPnxvwWp.
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BJP & ALLIES
flag India’s
‘aggression

and assertive
deterrence’

against terrorism,
while accusing
previous Cong
govt of ‘inaction’
after such attacks
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Members of the Treasury benches on the left and the Opposition on the right during proceedings in Lok Sabha on Monday. ANI

0 IN PARLIAMENT s
House debates Pahalgam, Op Sindoor
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OPP QUESTIONS
Govtonarange
of issues — from
alleged security
lapses thatled to
April 22 attack,
failure to arrest
the terrorists and
Trump’s claims of
brokering truce

New normal in fight against terror, Owaisi: When water, blood can’t
world support: Ialshankar lists wins flow together, why play cricket?

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

OPERATION SINDOOR against
Pakistan inresponse to the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack,
which killed 26 civilians, marked
a"new normal” in how India re-
sponds to terror and showed
“we will never bow down to nu-
clear blackmail,” External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said in the
Lok Sabha Monday.

Calling for a united approach
within the country in dealing
with terror, Jaishankar said, “The
challenge of cross-border terror-
ism continues, but Operation
Sindoor marks a new phase.
There is now a new normal.”

The new normal has five
points, he said. “One: terrorists
will not be treated as proxies,
two: cross-border terrorism will
get an appropriate response,
three: terror and talks are not
possible together and there will
only be talks on terror, four: not
yielding to nuclear blackmail
and finally, terror and good
neighbourliness cannot coexist,

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar in Lok Sabha. P11

blood and water cannot flow to-
gether. This is our position.”

On the foreign policy dimen-
sion of Operation Sindoor,
Jaishankar said that thanks to
India's  diplomacy, The
Resistance Front (TRF) — a proxy
of Lashkar-e-Taiba that claimed
responsibility for the Pahalgam
attack — was designated as a
global terrorist organisation by
the US on July 18.

He said the focus of India’s
diplomacy (in the wake of
Pahalgam attack) was directed at
creating a global understanding
of Pakistan's involvement, espe-

DOWNED JETS TO TRUMP ROLE IN TRUCE

Opposition’s three
questions & how
Rajnath responded

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh initiated the debate in
the Lok Sabha on the
Pahalgam attack and
Operation Sindoor, saying the
Opposition was not asking the
right questions. Hereis how he
dealtwith three questions the
Opposition has been raising.

How did the attack

occur? Was there an
intelligence failure?

Singh chose not to discuss
the circumstances leading to
the attack or information
about the perpetrators that
the probe had yielded so far.

How many jets did the
Air Force lose?

The Opposition has been
raising this question since
June 1, when CDS Anil
Chauhan said on the sidelines
of the Shang-Ri La Dialogue
in Singapore that the Air
Force lost fighter jets on May
7 but quickly changed tactics
to inflict major damage on
Pakistani airbases.

The Defence Minister did
not provide a specificanswer
to this question, saying the
question itself was wrong. “In
any exam, the result matters.
If a student is getting good
marks in an exam, the marks

should matter to us. We
should not focus on whether
his pencil was broken or the
pen was lost during the
exam. Ultimately, the result
matters, and the resultis that
our forces achieved fully the
goals of Operation Sindoor.”
He added, “Their question
does not represent India’s
sentiments. They have not yet
asked how many Pakistani
planes were shot down. If
they want to ask questions,
their question should be: Did
India destroy terror bases?
The answer is yes... Were the
masters of terrorists who
wiped Sindoor off the fore-
heads of our sisters and
daughters destroyed? The
answer is yes. You should ask
whether our soldiers faced
any losses. The answer is no
... When the goals are big, we
should not focus on compar-
atively small matters...”

Whatrole did the US

play in the ceasefire?
Singh dismissed the
Opposition’s question about
whether pressure from the
Trump administration played
arole in the government’s de-
cision to halt the Operationon
May 10. “Operation Sindoor
was halted because we had ful-
filled our political and military
objectives. To say it was done
under any pressure is totally
baseless and wrong...” he said.

cially at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), of which
Pakistan is presently a (non-per-
manent) member and Indiais not.
“Our goals in the Security Council
were two: to getanendorsement
from the Security Council on the
need for accountability, and to
bring to justice those who perpe-
trated this attack,” he said.

Jaishankar also said that a re-
sult of India's diplomacy post-
Pahalgam attack was that only
three of the countries that are
part of the UN opposed Operation
Sindoor. Underlining that India’s
response to Pahalgam was “fo-
cused, measured and non-esca-
latory”, he said it was important
to send a “clear, strong and res-
olute” message that “ourred lines
had been crossed”.

In response to the
Opposition's question on why
India chose to stop the military
action (on May 10), he accused
the then Congress-led govern-
ment of “inaction” after the 2008
Mumbai attacks. “People who
did nothing have the temerity to
ask a government which did so
much, which brought down

Bahawalpur and Muridke, to say
why didn’t you do more - it’s ex-
traordinary,” he said.

He also took on the
Opposition for warning the gov-
ernment on a two-front chal-
lenge coming from Pakistanand
China, saying it was their doing
over the last six decades. “We are
getting warnings about
Pakistan-China collaboration,
when this has been going on for
60 years,” he said.

Jaishankar also slammed the
Opposition leaders’ visits to
China “when the Chinese were
issuing stapled visas to people
from Arunachal Pradesh and
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s meeting the Chinese
Ambassador in the days of the
Doklam standoff eight years ago.

“I did not go to China for
Olympics, secret agreements; |
went to make India's stand clear
on terrorism, trade restrictions
and de-escalation,” he said. “The
very people who are cautioning
us on China are the people who
allowed 3G and 4G to come from
China. It was this government
which ensured Made inIndia 5G.”

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AIMIM LEADER Asaduddin
Owaisi on Monday asked in the
Lok Sabha how the Centre canal-
low the national cricket team to
play against Pakistan in the Asia
Cup tournament on September
14 when the government had
asserted after the Pahalgam at-
tack that “water and blood can-
not flow together” and had im-
posed various restrictions.

Owaisi said his own con-
science will not allow him to
watch that cricket match be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Participating in the special
discussion on Operation Sindoor
in Lok Sabha, Owaisi said when
Indian airspace is closed for
Pakistan’s aircraft, their boats
cannot enter India, trade is
stopped, “with what face India
will play a cricket match with
Pakistan”?

“Does this government have
so much courage to make a
phone call to (families of) those
killed (in Pahalgam attack) and

AIMIM leader Asaduddin Owaisi in Lok Sabha. p11

say that we have taken revenge
in Operation Sindoor and you
now watch Pakistan’s cricket
match? This is regrettable,” he
said.

Owaisi also asked the gov-
ernment to point out who was
accountable for the terror attack.
“If the accountability is fixed on
L-G( Lieutenant-Governor), then
dismiss L-G. If accountability is
on IB or the police, then take ac-
tion...accountability will have to
be fixed,” he said.

The Hyderabad MP urged the
government to not make na-

Decisive action has replaced ‘politics of
appeasement’: NDA MPs target Cong

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

UNDERLINING INDIA’S “new
normal” in response to cross-
border terrorism, the BJP and its
allies on Monday threw their
weight behind the replacement
of “dialogue and cooperation”
with “decisive action” as dis-
played under Operation Sindoor
launched in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

During the debate on Monday;,
the NDA leaders listed instances
of the Congress “surrendering”
India's national interest due torea-
sons ranging from “lack of
courage” to “politics of appease-
ment” during its rule for decades.

“The India of today is not the

India of 2008...this turnaround,
this new normal is because of
our changed policies. We must
give full credit to our armed
forces...in the past, Pakistan-
sponsored terrorists were at-
tacking India and killing Indians
almost on a daily basis,”
Kendrapara BJP MP Baijayant
Panda said.

Citing terror incidents during
the Congress-led UPA's tenure,
Panda listed various instances
when India sought dialogue with
Pakistan in the aftermath of such
attacks. “What is most shameful
is that retaliation was considered,
it was planned by our armed
forces but the then-government
did not permit,” he said.

“We kept appeasing them...
Putting no pressure on them to

stop terror funding...Our ap-
proachin the past was only to co-
operate... not to teach them a
lesson,” he said.

Terming Operation Sindoor
“strong, successful and decisive”,
Narasaraopet TDP MP Lavu Sri
Krishna Devarayalu called it
(Operation Sindoor) a befitting re-
ply to the Pahalgam “slaughter”.

“More than violence, it was
an assault on the soul of
India...tourists were asked about
their religion and shot dead in
frontof their children... wives...
itis slaughter...,” Devarayalu said.

“With Operation Sindoor,
India has sent a very strong mes-
sage... India will wait, but will
never forget. This is not aggres-
sion, thisis assertive deterrence,”
he added, crediting PM Narendra

Modi for moving from “reactive
toresolute, from strategic silence
to strategic sovereignty”.

Panchayati Raj Minister and
Munger JDU MP Rajiv Ranjan
Singh also attacked the Congress
for not having done enough to
counter terrorism when it was
in power. “Between 2004 and
2014 during the UPA’s tenure,
the terror attacks which took
place claimed 615 lives..what ac-
tiondid you take...nothing hap-
pened,” Ranjan said, citing the
2008 26/11 Mumbai attacks.

Samastipur LSJP(PV) MP
Shambhavi said: “...This is the
new Bharat that does not light
candles after a terrorist attack, it
sets fire to their pyres. India
wants peace but on its own
terms.”

Tharoor, Tewari not in Cong list of speakers

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE CONGRESS has left out its
leaders who were part of multi-
party delegations that travelled
to various countries in the wake
of Operation Sindoor fromts list
of speakers for the debate on it
in Parliament.

“The delegations represented
India abroad and spoke in favour
of the government. Now, it is
time to voice the concerns of the
Opposition and people of India,
and hence, the party has picked
new people to speak in the
House,” a Congress MP said.

Among the leaders who were
part of the delegations are former
Union ministers Salman Khurshid
and Anand Sharma, who are cur-
rently not MPs. However, MPs like
Shashi Tharoor, Manish Tewari
and Amar Singh were also not
picked by the Congress to speak
in the debate.

Sources said the Congress did
approach Tharoor through the
party’s floor leader in the Lok
Sabha Gaurav Gogoi and MP
Kodikunnil Suresh, but he de-
clined and instead expressed a
desire to speak on The Indian
Ports Bill, 2025. “He said that
participating in the debate was
avoidable as he cannot deviate

| —

Were part of delegations
that travelled to countries
in the wake of Op Sindoor

from the line he had taken when
he travelled abroad as part of a
delegation. Tharoor believes he
will have to be consistent but
that would perhaps be a viola-
tion of the party line. Hence, he

chose silence,” a source said.
Tewari, on the other hand,
wanted to speak. Sources said he
had even written a letter to the
party expressing his desire to
participate in the discussion, but
the party chose not to field him.
The Congress had been atlog-
gerheads with the Centre over the
constitution of the delegations
that travelled abroad after
Operation Sindoor, accusing it of
doing “cheap politics” by not pick-
ing its choices like Gogoi and
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring,. It
was particularly upset over the
Centre choosing Tharoor as it fol-
lowed several issues on which the
MP was at odds with his party.

tional security and foreign pol-
icy issues of politics and not
make unity of the country a
medium of getting votes.

Owvaisi said unity and amity
will have to be maintained in the
country to defeat forces like
Pakistan Army, ISI and others
whose aim of life is to weaken
India.

Aazad Samaj Party (Kanshi
Ram)MP Chandrashekhar asked
the government to clarify who
helped the terrorists in crossing
the border and entering
Pahalgam. “Had the security

agencies received any input
about this attack? If yes, then
what action was taken on that
input? Is the government imple-
menting a standard operating
procedure (SOP) for ensuring the
safety of tourists? When the se-
curity review of sensitive places
like Pahalgam was done last
time, what shortcomings were
found, and why did the Prime
Minister not visit Pahalgam af-
ter the terror attack?”

Chandrashekhar demanded
the government should reinstate
Chamar regiment and also form
Gujar, Mahto and Yadav regi-
ments in view of rise in terror ac-
tivities.

Revolutionary  Socialist
Party’s N K Premachandran said
when the success stories of
Operation Sindoor are being dis-
cussed, a critical analysis should
also be done of the failures faced
during Operation Sindoor and
Pahalgam terror attack. He said
there were three major failures
on part of the government — “in-
telligence failures, tactical failure
and failure of Indian foreign

policy”.

Shut Donald’s mouth
or close McDonald’s
Hooda to Govt on

Trump’s truce claims

NC MP urges Shah: Punish murderers,
release innocents arrested after attack

PTI&ENS
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

ATTACKING THE Government,
Congress MP Deepender Singh
Hooda demanded that India
should not play cricket with
Pakistan at a time when
Operation Sindoor is going on.

He also demanded moderni-
sation of Indian defence forces
and increase in the defence
budget. He said that US President
Donald Trump claimed “28
times” that he brokered peace
between India and Pakistan, but
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has never contradicted him.

The government has todecide
its relationship with the US, he
said, adding: “Donald ko chup
karao, Donald ka muh band karao
ya phir Hindustan mein
McDonald's ko band karao. (Silence
Donald, shut Donald’s mouth, or
shutdownMcDonald’sinIndia).:
thateither India should ask Trump
to stop speaking on India-Pakistan
issues or the government should
shut McDonald’s in India.”

The Rohtak MP added thatthe
government should disclose the
terms of ceasefire with Pakistan.
He also said no country has con-
demned Pakistan and the Indian
government also failed to stop
loans granted to Pakistan by IMF
and ADB.

Cong’s Deepender Singh
Hooda speaks in LS. P11

During the debate, J&K
National Conference MP Mian
Altaf Ahmad demanded the gov-
ernment take notice of “innocent
killings” in police firing in the UT
andrelease “innocent people” ar-
rested after the Pahalgam attack.

Ahmad said he belongs to the
areawhere the attack was carried
out. “Home Minister (Amit Shah)
is here and I am sure that all the
murderers will be punished. Our
demand toyouis to give stringent
punishment to them,” he said.

Taking on the government,
NC's Srinagar MP Ruhullah Mehdi
said that after the Pahalgaminci-
dent, “a war had started with the
people of Kashmir too”. He said
people from J&K were “defamed”
on social media so much that
more than 11 cases of violence
against them took place in UP,
Uttarakhand, Delhi, Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh.

Join FREE Vil tsapp Channel chat. whatsapp.c..7v.1wiWb3Agy98n‘9’€‘§?ﬁf’r"”'“:”a‘"'f"*"':F"”"Eﬁﬁ"“"‘:lrﬂ B Woin FREE Telegram Channel chat.whatsapp. 88m/HDvqPnxvwWb:



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,JULY 29,2025

EXPRESS NETWORK

BIHAR

Joote se marenge:
MILA threatens
panchayat secy,
clarifies later

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, JULY 28

A RECORDING of a recent phone
conversation, in which RJD MLA
Bhai Virendra is allegedly heard
telling alocal panchayat secretary
from his Maner Assembly con-
stituency that he would “beat him
with a shoe (joota se maarenge
kheenchkar)”, has gone viral on so-
cial media, prompting the MLA to
issue a clarification.

Bhai Virendra, a four-time
MLA from Maner known for his
close association with former
Bihar chief minister Lalu Prasad
and current Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav, had contacted
the panchayat secretary, Sandeep
Bharati, regarding the matter of
adeath certificate. The panchayat
secretary initially failed to recog-
nise Virendra by name during the
call, which led to a dispute over
protocol and respect.

After an audio clip of the call
went viral, Virendra issued a
statement on his Facebook page,
acknowledging the use of strong
language during the call but at-
tributing this to the panchayat
secretary’s tone, which he de-
scribed as dismissive and disre-
spectful. He claimed that the of-
ficial neither greeted him nor
took the matter seriously, which
led to the exchange escalating.

The R]D leader further criti-
cised Sandeep Bharati for
recording and leaking the call
without consent, arguing that it
was a violation of privacy laws
and government conduct rules.
He also assured his constituents
that he remained committed to
helping the public and holding
officials accountable for their
performance.

Bhai Virendra has long been
a prominent and controversial
figure in Bihar politics, fre-
quently drawing attention for his
blunt and outspoken ways.

Last week, he drew criticism
during the Monsoon Session of
the Bihar Legislative Assembly
for allegedly using unparliamen-
tary language. Despite repeated
objections and calls for an apol-
ogy from the Speaker, Virendra
stood by his comment and cate-
gorically refused to apologise.
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AFZ2000543, 4322000860, 432000650 4322000808, 4322000006, 4322000810 4322000928, 4322000975, 4322003683, BADAUN DESTRECT-
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Sgiction will be conducted af respactve branohes Pleaso nale § the audtion does not get complaled oo the same day due oo any reasons, the same will be
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Coal India Limited (CIL) has
launched NIRMAN (Noble
Initiative for Rewarding Mains
Aspirants of National Civil
Service Examination) 2025
scheme as partl of its Corporate
Social Responsibility activities to
provide financial support of Ks. 1
lakh each to candidates hailing
from its mining districts who
qualify the preliminary round of
Civil Service & Forest Service
Examination 2025 conducted
by the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC).

The last date of application for the
scheme has been extended to
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Lip to 3000 2024 & MSGL SPL 16, Ore P, Guda prapald, Supss valug ABGL and sl sther § months terane gold knans upto 371.12.2084 ang M5GE, SME
Suvama & EMI dus upto 30062025 Alsd hoss gold loans where inbesasl 5 due and nol peid up o 0008 2025 ana slea inthuckad in Bis suchon wWhich were
Gwerdie foF redemalicn ard which Fave ol basn redesimad &0 130 inspbs of repaatad nolices. will be audicrad of 28.08, 2025 Foir 10 & aiwards.
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Ahmedabad Janmarg Lid.

EXPRESS

dleers

AHMEDABAD JANMARG LIMITED

(A 100% Subsidary of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation)

Dr. Ramanbhai Patel Bhavan, Usmanpura, Ahmedabad-13

cmpdi.co.in/

schame,

For further details regarding the
scheme including its Eligibility,
Application Process etc., please
visit the link https://nirman.

ClL encourages eligible candidates
to apply and take benefit of the

2 T
E-i’f ® I
JRitiq) .'1

)
N2t/

Regd. Office : AMC West Zone Office, Ground Floor,

Advertisement No ;: 18 Date: 29-07-2025

Ahmedabad Janmarg Limited invites applications for the following post is purely on contractual basis for 24 months
which can be extended further considering the requirement and performance.

2534002074, 2539002083, 2834002124, 2834002130, 283002135, 2034007141, ZAZA0OZATY, ZAZAD0Z18E, 2834002187, 2834002205, 2834002250,
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4423000301, 4423000430, 2423000433, #423000408, £423000500, 4423000507, 442300051 B 4423000534, 4423000540, 4423000544, 4473000556
422000558, 422000818 J42A00066 T, 2423000660, 2422000601, 4423000682 442000698, 442000772 4423000802 482300081 T, 4223000851
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4413000816, FIROZABAD DISTRICT-FIROZABAD: 30020A0TEE, Z002000856, I003000002, IN02000050, 3002000852, 3002007032, 32002001 035,
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Name of Post No. of

Vacancies

Remuneration

Qualification & Experience (Monthly Basis)

Transport
Expert 02

« Graduate Degree in Transport planning, Urban Transport system,
Transport Management or any other course in Transport Section.

» 9 Years experience in Public Bus Operations with 3 Years in an
urban public transport environment.

As.1 Lakh
(Megotiable)

Important Notes: (1) Attested copies of all the testimoniais must be sent with the application. (2) Applications which are
incomplete, not in prescribed application form and received after the last date of application shall be rejected. (3) Applicants if
called for interview will have to come at their own cost. (4) Canvassing in any form shall be a disgualification. (5) Age of the
applicant should not be more than 40 years. (As On Dt.01/07/2025). (6) Interested candidate are advice to study BRTS
project, take ride in BRTS bus before coming to interview. (7) Application should reach to the General Manager, Ahmedabad
Janmarg Ltd., AMC West Zone Office, Dr. Ramanbhai Patel Bhavan, Usmanpura Cross Road, Ahmedabad - 380013, Gujarat
on or before Dt. 14-08-2025, before 5.00 pm by post/ by Courier / In Person. (8) Management will not be responsible for
delayed receipt/non-receipt of applications. (9) For application form & more information, please visit to our website
https://www.ahmedabadbrts.org/updates/Advertisements

CANCELLATION OF TENDER

NOTICE NO.CON/2025/JUN/O1
DATED: 0&e-06-2025

The Tender No. CE/CON/

J-I/MIS/2025/06
cancelled on
ground.
Chief Engineer/Con/
Manipur Project/Maligaon

have baan
administrative

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
{Construction Drganisation)

Advt. No. RO/JL/25/12

at www.iiests.ac.in.

11.59 P.M.

i fnsfifule of Engineering Soienoe and Technology, Shibpar
st vt sl v oAbt sen, et
sl s fRmTw 23 AUTRTHYT AT frey
[k Mmvamufaiduasm off N Fnmad g
Admission to M.Tech./M.Plan. Programme, Academic Session 2025-26 for
Non-GATE Self-Sponsored (without scholarship)

Applications are invited for admission to M.Tech./M.Plan. Programme 2025-26
for Non-GATE Self-Sponsored (without scholarship) through online mode. For
eligibility criteria, submission deadlines, seat matrix and other details please visit

Last date of online submission of application is August 10, 2025 upto

raviate upniler WO, oo, of inifial

Date: 28.07.2025

Registrar

EXPRESS

C

dl'eers

Central Institute of Psychiatry, Ranchi
Nursing Officer Recruitment

Common Eligibility Test (NORCET) &
Notice No.A.12019/02/2024-Estt. Date; 25.07.2025

It has been decided to fill up the vacant posts of Nursing Officer at
Level 07 in the Pay Matrix (Rs, 44900-142400) Group-B for Central
Institute of Psychiatry, Ranchi through the WNursing Officer
Recruitment Common Eligibility Test (NORCET -9, to be conducted
by AlIMS New Dalhi as par available vacancias in the Institute,

Eligibility Criteria for appearing in NORCET

_Essentla! I‘Juallﬁcatmn
| |a.

MNursing Council,

B.5c. {Hﬁn'a] in Nurslng frnm a FPEDQHIEEI:[ Ll'ﬂwermty or
Institute; or Regular Course in B.Sc Mursing from a
recognised University orinstitute; or Post Basic B.Sc Nursing
from recognised University or institute;

b. Registered as a nurse or nurse and mid-wife with State

OR

Board or Council;

Mursing Council; and

Diploma in General Nursing Mid-wifery from a recognised
b, Registered as a nurse or nurse and mid-wife with State

c. One year experience in a minimum fifty bedded Hospital after
acquiring the educational qualification.

Age Limit:

1. Not exceeding thirty years. (Relaxable for Government
servants upto five years in accordance with instructions or
orders issued by the Central Government.)

2. Age shall be counted on fthe last date of closing of tha

application form,

APPLICATION FEES:

A) GenerallOBC Candidates - Rs.3000/- (Rupees Three Thousand only)

B) SC/ST Candidates/EWS - Rs.2400/- (Rupees Twenty-Four Hundred only)

- Exempted

= The candidate can pay the prescribed application fea
through DEBIT CARD/CREDIT CARD/ NET BANKING
Transaction / Processing fee, if any, as applicable, will be
payable to the bank by the candidate.

= Application fee, once remitted, shall not be refunded
under any circumstances.

= Applications without the prescribed fee would not be
considered and summarily rejected.

= Application Fees of SC/ST candidates who appear in
the Examination will be refunded after the declaration
of results in due course of time after verification SC/ST
certificate to be uploaded at a later stage.

C} Persons with Disabitities

Online {CBT) for Stage |: NORCET Preliminary, Date: 14" September, 2025 (Sunday),
Online (CBT) for Stage il : NORCET Mains, Date: 27" September, 2025 (Saturday)

Related details can be seen on our website www.cipranchi.nic.in
and AlIMS website www.alimsexams.ac.in

Sd/-Director

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Office: Muthoot Cenire, TC No 27/2022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001,
CIN : UB5929KL109TPLCO11518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427

Modios 15 haraby ghvar dor tha infzrmalion of all concamed I'I'ﬁh,'_:-:ln amamenis pladged wilh ndar menticned branchas of the company for tha parod
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oyerdue 1 radamption and shich e nol been redesmsad &0 far inapita of rapseted nolicas, will ke auclicned on 27,08, 2023 froen 10 am orreards
BAREILLY MSTRICT- PRIVADARIHANI NAGAR-BAREILLY: 2455000385, 2455000396, 2455000415, 245000433, 24550004440, 2455000505,
PABSNO0ETZ . 2ASRNO08AE 2ASE000550, 2485000567, FASS00060E, FASE000611, M4EE000542, 2455000671, MER000 0L, MMERIN07T 28, 2ME5I00TED,
2455000776, 2455000744, 245500077, 245500808, 2485000007, 2465000837, 2465000850, 2455000084 3, 2455000045 2455000050 24 5E000REL
2ASH0ONEEZ, 455000882, 245500051 5, 245500836, Z4C5000045, 256000046, 24550000805, 2450001005, 245501138, 245501146, 245501160,
DABELT A0S BARENTHIL PARSARG PARGN A0 4RGN 30 PLREITALE, PAREM G M50 ISE MESNS00, 2ARAMA0E, B4RE01310 HATHRAS
DISTRICT-MATHIRAS: 4318000600, 4318000512, 4118000623 4318000538, 41000570, 418000814, 431 R000E30, 4318000626 451 BOD0EES,
AFIA0O0EST. 431E0005E62, 4313000672, 4318000670, AT1HOODGES, 431BO0DOF00, 4318000731, 4395000743 4318000789, 4318000760,
4118000796, 4318000802, 4318000808, 4318000827, 4318000032 4398000052 4318000055 431000065, 43T S008ET, 4310008 TS, 431 AO00gs0,
S1A000016, 4378000017, 4318000528, 4S11EI00543, 43 TROM0L4E, 45318000062 AT RO00AR2, A3 TA00 1081, 410001078, 411800855, 431800611,
431800618, 4318006268, 431800840, 431800668, AZTEODETE, 431800676, S31BOOETT, 4315006683, MATHURA DISTRICT-MATHURA-TERA
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ZTOO00T0IT, 2700001024, 2700001040, 2R00001041, 200001062 - FFO0001056, 2700001083, 2700001 0AE, 2700001100, 2T0C001136, 2700001139,
2T000011 648, 2700001160, 270000161, 27000041583, ZF00001185, 2TH0001192. 2ToD0d1 225, 270001 235, ZT00001 252, 2700001256, 2700001 257,
ATDO0OTAGE, 2FDOGOTE0, Zr00ROTE24a, &7 DOG01E3Y, SFD00TAT, OO0 363, SFD0RI0T 374, FP0aita 14, Srioaii44d, Frandi1a4d, Fmont 453,
ZFOO00 456, 20000 r4E 0, 20RO 146 2T OO00 1466, ZTON01467, FFLO00 1468, FFi000147T2, FF0000147TE, FROCIE1ATT, IPI000 1483, IRI000 1484,
STOOROY 3, 2700001495, ZFL0L0TE00. 2700001505, 2700001541, FF00001 548, Zri0001 551, ZF00a01 554, ZR00001 557, 2700001 561, 2700001 582,
£ IDOVEI N, 2P DOOYEDY, EFEROT eGSR, 27 000 T B, 7 DON0T BAY, ZFR0D0 65, EFO01 656, ZrR0a01 715, ZA0a0n 716, ZrRen 731, S0 748,
ZTO000TERG - 2TI00M &), 2P0A00158Y, - 2TIR00G5Y, Fr001EE1, ZRI0NTTAS, FP0009T3E, FF000TED, ZTROINTEL, ZRLOMTTE, 210001 Te2,
ZT0001BO7 270001819, 270001829, 27000100, 270001811, Zr0001915, ZT0E001916, Z7F00F1917T, 270001920, Z7 0001921, ZT00019E3, 270001924,
ETCRONTEAE, 2T000 §2TF, ETIRRT 55

fuxction wil hn conduched at respacive branches. Pleasa note if tha auclion does nof gel completed an ihe sama day due fo any reasans, the same wil
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Pins 304101, PRIVADARSHAMNI MAGAR-BAREILLY: Firsl Floor, Mohini Tower, A-05026, Prigadarshani Magar (Mear Ram Jarki Mandr) Abovendic Bank
Priyaciashan Magar Smanch, Banelly, Utar Pradash - 242172, MATHURA-TERA TOWER: Graund Ficor, Tara Tower, Bhuseshwar Road, Hearc e Bank; Mathura,
LHlar Pradash- 281004, Thi bifodes are raquedled 1 prodiace P
tha money through RTGS,

mals B card, Pan Card, The ducosdalul Hdds alould frardher

Muthoot FinCorp Ltd.

GOVERNMENTOFIHARYANA
[EXCISE AND TAXATION DEPARTMENT]

OFFICE OF THE DY. EXCISE & TAXATION COMMISSIONER (SALES TAX),

PLOT NO 1, SECTOR-12, SONIPAT, 131001
E-mail:detest-snp.etd@hry.gov.in,
AUCTION NOTICE

The Order No. 64758 dated 28.05.2025 was passed and the below mentioned Goods and Conveyance were detained and seized as
per the provisions of Section 129 of Haryana Goods and Service Tax Act and concurrent section of the Central Goods and Service

Tax Act/Section 20 of the Integrated Goods and Service Act, 2017.
Goods & Conveyance Details

Details of goods & conveyance seized
Sr. Commodity Quantity Remarks Value (Rs.)
No.
I Shikhar Pan | 5,35,500 - | 21,42,000/-
Masala Pouches.
2. Tata LPT-407 1 Conveyance-Registration no DL-01LAC-3222, Closed body Tata
LPT-407, Mfg. Tata Motors Ltd. Engine No. 3.8SGI72APY 802108
Chasis No MAT505417K8A02099 Model-2019
Consequent upon the said Order, no person has come forward to pay the penalty.
ABSTRACT OFAMOUNTSPAYABLE
Sr. Heads CGST SGST IGST CESS TOTAL
No.
1. PENALTY 0 0 6,37,245/- 13,70,880/- 20,08,125/-

1. In pursuance to the seizure of goods, the department has taking over actual possession of the goods & conveyance as per the

provisions.

2. Now, in pursuance to Section 129 (6) of the HGST/CGST Act, 2017, the undersigned proceeds to dispose the above goods and
conveyance to realize the sale proceeds after providing reasonable time opportunity of 15 days to the ecarlier owner of goods. But
none came forward to pay the penalty. Hence, the undersigned is left with no option but to dispose the seized goods and conveyance

through public auction as per provision of Section 79 of Haryana GST Act, 2017.

1 [Last date of submission of Bid in sealed cover 11.08.2025 during office hours

2 |EMD

3 [Date of Opening of sealed Bid
Cover and place of Auction

Rs. 2,00,000/-

| Date: 12.08.2025at11:00AM 0/0
Dy. Excise & Taxation Commissioner
(ST), Plot No 01, Sector 12, Sonipat-131001

Terms & Conditions:

1. The seized goods are stored in the premises of Duhan Parking Yard, Sonipat. The interested bidders can verify the goods for

quantity and quality at their cost on or before 11.08.2025from 11:30AM to 03:30PM.
The minimum amount of bid shall be Rs. 20,08,125./- (Including Tax & Cess).

T bididers mw recquasted 10 producs Prota i card, Pan Sard. The successiil bader shoukl tanster e maonay shrougn ATGS. Muthoot FinCornp Lid,

ARM BRANCH, VIPIN KHAND,GOMTI NAGAR, LUCKNOW-226010

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable/Movable Properties under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9 (1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below
described Immovable/Movable properties mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the symbolic possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Canara Bank, will be sold through e-auction on “As is where is”,
“Asiswhatis”, and “Whateverthere iswithout recourse” basis as perfollowing details.

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF EMD : 19.08.2025 UPTO 11:59 PM
20.08.2025, 10:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

doiel ddb Canara Bank

I R &6 S99

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION :

SL NAME & ADDRESS OF BORROWER(S), DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE/ RESERVE PRICE TOTAL
MORTGAGOR(S) & GUARANTOR(S) MOVABLE PROPERTIES EMD DEPOSIT LIABILITIES
1{1. Ali Rehbar (Borrower) S/o0 Israr|House atLIG Plot no. 51 situated at Sitapur| ¥ 15,81,000/- (¥ 28,14,378.48
Hussain Rampur Douraha Kabir Nagar,|Das Sarai Avasiya Yojna, Tehsil & District| ¥ 1,58,100/- | plus Int. w.e.f.
Moradabad-244001 Moradabad. +00t%é%-x2p%2n§es
Area 60.(.)0 Sqmt _ _ as per demand
Boundaries:- East- Field of Krishan Pal notice minus

Singh, West- Field of Babu Lal, North- Field
of Pawan Singh, South- Rasta Interlocking

amount paid/
recovered, if any

2|1. M/s Ansari & Sons (Borrower) Near|Commercial cum Residential property| ¥ 46,10,000/- (¥ 27,86,178.47
Police Chauki, Mozampur Jaitra,|situated at mozampur Jaitra near Jaitra| ¥4,61,000/- | plusInt. w.e.f.
Dhampur-246761 Chungi Dhampur 01.07.2025
2. Sharafat Ali (Proprietor) S/o|Total Area of Plot 48.77 Sqmt (Total +0ther expenses
Shaukat Ali Near Police Chauki,|Constructionarea 163.73 Sqmt) as per demand
MozampurJaitra, Dhampur-246761 Boundaries:- East- Shop of Haji Mohd. notice minus

Yamin, West- Shop of Sudhir Kumar &
Dhirendra, North- Legal heirs of Lala
Raghunath & Govt. drain, South- JaitraRoad

amount paid/
recovered, if any

3|1. Mohd Farid Khan (Borrower) S/o0|A piece of Abadi Land situated at Mohalla| ¥ 50,75,000/- (% 26,87,344.67
Afazal Khan Mohalla Kotpurvi Nawaban | Kot west Town Hasanpur. ¥5,07,500/- | plusint. w.e.f.
Hasanpur-244241 Area228.93 Sqmt 01.07.2025
2. Mr. Noushad (Guarantor) S/o Hanif | Boundaries:- East- House of Jamshed Khan, +Other expenses
Village Manota, Hasanpur-244241 West- House of Jameer Ahmad, North- asoﬂféed;%‘:gd

House of Haiyaaz Khan, South- House of amount paid,/

Waseem Khan recovered, if any
4|1. M/s Lalit Poultry Farms (Borrower) | Poultry Farm Building situated at Qasbapur| ¥ 26,25,000/- 3
47/17 Kasbapur, Shergarh, Mohamadpur, | Village at khasra no.24 KA, 156KA, 216KA, | ¥ 2,62,500/- 1;;?3;1;?{0;2?8
Baheri, Bareilly-243505 217 and 22_0 Vlllage_Qa_sabapu_r Pargana 30,06 2025
2. Shri Lalla Babu Rastogi (Proprietor & KanwarTehsil Baheri District Bareilly. o
' gl (Fropr Area 0.260 Hect (2600.00 Sqmt) +Other expenses
Mortgagor) S/o SukhLal Rastogi47/17 | gounded as : East: Khet Harish babu, West; as per demand
notice minus

Kasbapur, Shergarh,Mohamadpur,|Road 20 Wide, North: Khet Chottey Lal
Baheri, Bareilly-243505 Rastogi, South: Khet of Savita

3. Smt. Munni Devi (Wife and legal heirs of Deceased Guarantor) W/o Late Shri

amount paid/
recovered, if any

Chhote Lal Rastogi
4. ShriDeepak (Son and legal heirs of Deceased Guarantor) S/ o Late Shri Chhote Lal
Rastogi
5. Shri Mayank (Son and legal heirs of Deceased Guarantor) S/o Late Shri Chhote
Lal Rastogi
6. Ms. Manju (Daughter and legal heirs of Deceased Guarantor) D/ o Late Chhote Lal
Rastogi
7. Ms. Soni (Daughter and legal heirs of Deceased Guarantor) D/o Late Chhote Lal
Rastogi
All R/oKasbapur, Shergarh, Mohamadpur, Baheri, Bareilly-243505

5|1. M/S Pandariya Bharat Gas Gramin | Commercial Property at Gata no 362,Village | ¥ 26,29,000/- | % 33,71,008.19
Vitrak (Borrower) (Prop-Bhanu Pratap | Pandariya, Tehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit ¥2,62,900/- | plusint. w.e.f.
Singh Yadav) Vill-Pandaria,P.0 Kadhar|Area-0.098 Hect 01.07.2025
ChourahaTehsil PuranpurDistt-Pilibhit |Boundaries:- East- Agriculture Land of +Other expenses
2. Sri. Bhanu Pratap Singh Yadav|Natthu, West- Agriculture land of Ekraj, aﬁoﬂféed%%zgd
(Proprietor & Mortgagor) S/o Matadeen | North- Agriculture Land of seller, South- amount paid/
Yadav Vill-Pandaria, P.0 Kadhar Chouraha | Road recovered, if any
Tehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit
3. Sri Partamijit Singh (Guarantor) S/o
Sri Mohan Singh Vill-Pandaria,P.0 Kadhar
ChourahaTehsil Puranpur Distt-Pilibhit

6|1. Pradeep Kumar Singh (Borrower &|A Plot C-1/219 situated at Ashiyana Yojna, | ¥ 57,58,000/- | ¥ 48,87,798.39
Mortgagor) S/o Brahamveer Singh 89 | Kanth Road, Tehsil and District Moradabad. | ¥5,75,800/- | plus Int. w.e.f.
Dilari Suraj Nagar, Post Malakpur Semli, | Area 88.25 Sq mt 01.07.2025
Moradabad-244401 Boundaries:- East- Plot no. C-1/220, West- +Other expenses
2. Smt Umesh Kumari (Guarantor) W/o |Road 9mt wide, North- Road 6mt wide, aﬁoptfcred;'i':l‘:l';d

Pradeep Kumar Singh 89 Dilari Suraj|South-Plotno.C-2/26,27 amount paid/

No.37017/HRY

3. The persons who are interested to participate in Auction of goods should deposit Earnest Money of Rs. 2,00,000/-(Two Lacs)
by way of DD drawn in favour of Assessing Authority, Sonipat on or before 11.08.2025 upto 04.30 PM. Earnest money shall
be refundable to the unsuccessful bidder and adjusted against bid amount.

4. For communication purpose, the bidder shall furnish his address, telephone number, mobile number and email id.

5. The bidders are requested to quote their bid in sealed cover along with EMD and submit to the Nazir office of DETC(ST),
Sonipat on or before 11.08.2025 upto 04.00 PM.

6.  The process of auction will be cancelled where no bid received or the auction is non-competitive due to lack of adequate
participation or due to low bids. However, if there is at least one bid for the minimum amount mentioned, then the person who
bids shall be declared as the successful bidder even when he is the sole bidder.

7. The right to accept or reject or postponement of the auction lies with the Deputy Commissioner (State Taxes), Sonipat.

8. The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of bid amount online on the spot on the fall of hammer and the remaining amount i.e.
75% of the bid amount within 5 days. The said purchase has to be treated as URD purchases.

9. In case successful bidder fails to deposit the 25% of the bid amount on the spot, the EMD shall be forfeited and the bid will be
awarded to next highest bidder. In case successful bidder fails to deposit the 75% of the bid amount within 5 days, the sale shall
be treated as cancelled and 25% of bid amount shall be forfeited.

10. The bid amount quoted by the bidders will be displayed in the office on notice board and the bidder who has quoted highest
price will be intimated to lift the goods which are intended to be auctioned on payment of bid amount.

11. The successful bidder should lift the goods within three working days after making payment of full bid amount.

12.  Unsuccessful bidder shall get back the EMD after completion of the auction proceedings.

13. If two or more successful bidders quote the same price, successful bidder will be selected on lucky draw basis.

14. Remaining condition shall be announced at the time of auction.

Deputy Excise & Taxation Commissioner (ST)

Sd/-

Sonipat

epaperindianexpress.com EE =

Jhansi-284002

3. Smt. Ninnu Devi (Guarantor) W/o Shri Paras Ram H.N0.97 Qutside Datia Gate,

4, Smt. Kusum Gupta (Guarantor) W/ o Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta 132, Outside Datia
Gate, NearHanuman Mandir, Jhansi- 284002

Nagar, Post Malakpur Semli, recovered, if any
Moradabad- 244401

711. M/s Royal Rooster Enterprises,|Gata No. 274 of Revenue Village Gunnaur|¥ 71,25,550/- | % 27,75,916.58
(Borrower) Heerapur, Distt. Sambhal. ¥7,12,555/- | plusint. w.e.f.
2. Mrs. Humera W/o Abdul Mujib|MeasuringTotal Area-1083.50 Sqmt 01.07.2025
(Proprietor & Mortgagor) 220 Saray|Boundaries:- East- Plot of Manoj kumar +Other expenses
MohallaWard No. 4 Gunnaur, Sambhal |Purchased from Sohallal, West- Land of asoptfged;m:;d
3. Shri Vir Singh (Guarantor) S/o Sri|Somdutt, North- Land of Ganguli, South- amount paid/
Chandrakesh Vill Lateef Pur Todhi Post|Rasta recovered, if any
Birpurmahraji Sambhal-202522

8|1. M/s Drishti Enterprises (Borrower) | Residential Plot situated at Arazi No. 2294, |3 86,42,000/- 3
through its Proprietor Shri Manjeet|2295, 2296, 2297, 2305 & 2371, Mauza| % 8,64,200,/- |1,71,13,654.22
Gahlot Near Desu Office, Vill. Mitraon, |Raksa, Block- Babina, Tehsil & Distt. Jhansi. plus Interest
NewDelhi 110043 Area 4050 sqmt fgtzgfegeeigii
Factory Add:- D-24, Face-2, Growth|Bounded as: East: Land of Owner, West: as perdet:nand
Centre, Bijoli,Jhansi-284135 Way of 9.14 Mtr., North: Land of Meera Rai, RS
2. Shri Manjeet Gahlot (Proprietor &|South:Land of Other amount paid/
Mortgagor) S/ o Shri Rajpal Singh H.no. recovered, if any
365, V.P.0. Mitraon New Delhi-110043

911. M/s Gupta Sarees (Borrower)|House No. 96, Outside Datia Gate, Tehsil &| ¥ 14,19,000/- i
Through its Proprietor Shri Sanjeev|District/hansi, Area83.64 Sqmt ¥1,41,900/- | 2,08,65317.71
Kumar Gupta 132, Outside Datia|Boundaries:- East: Road, West: House of plus Int. w.e.f.
Gate, Near Hanuman Mandir, Jhansi-|Suraj Kushwaha, North: House of Sanjeev 30.06.2025
284002 Gupta, South: House of Shri Sita Ram. + other
2. Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta (Proprietor & Mortgagor) S/ o Shri Babu Lal Gupta 132, as z)::iif;ﬁ:n d
Outside Datia Gate, Near Hanuman Mandir, Jhansi- 284002 notice minus

amount paid/
recovered, if any

Date:29.07.2025

Place : Lucknow

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(www.canarabank.com) or may contact Canara Bank, ARM Branch, Ph. No. 0522 2307898/8173004792/
8218881233/9451914461/6387225284/7972690456/9634016436, Email ID: ch5248@canarabank.com or
the service provider M/s PSB Alliance (BAANKNET) Contact No. 7046612345/6354910172/8291220220/
9892219848/8160205051, Email ID: support.BAANKNET@psballiance.com./support.ebkray@procure247.com

Authorized Officer, Canara Bank
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SUITABLE SPACE

A WEEK after Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
conceded that the Congress “fell short” of understanding the
issues faced by OBCs, and that the party would work at “dou-
ble speed” for the community going forward, the OBC depart-
ment of AICC has got an electric display board proclaiming the
department and its headquarters. The design of the board has
become a topic of discussion at the party office as it features
symbols like the Ashoka Chakra and the Gandhian Charkha.
The department is looking for a suitable space to install the
board so it can grab maximum eyeballs.

TASTE OF BENGAL

TMC MPs are “delighted” with a change of menu at the Parlia-
ment cafeterias. The reason: ‘grilled Bhetki fish’. Sharing the
“good news”, MPs of the West Bengal-based party said ‘grilled
Bhetki’ was a welcome change at the Parliament cafeterias as so
far only Basa fish was served, which most Bengali fish eaters
found “flavourless”. The rate of the Bhetki dish —3350 per plate
— also meant TMC MPs could enjoy it at an “affordable price”.

SURPRISE INVITE

UTTAR PRADESH Horticulture Minister (Independent Charge)
Dinesh Pratap Singh has written to PM Narendra Modi, invit-
ing him to lay the foundation stone of the International Potato
Centre’s (CIP) South Asia Regional Centre (CSARC) in Agra. The
letter has taken several officials at the Centre by surprise. The
Union Cabinet had only approved the proposal to establish
CSARC on June 25, and Singh sent the letter to the PM the very
day. The minister extended the invitation even before the for-
mal MoU between the Union Ministry of Agriculture and CIP
was signed, and without any formal proposal yet from the UP
Chief Minister’s Office for such a ceremony, it is learnt.

BJP MP’s son, accused
of stalking, dropped
as law officer in
Haryana AG’s office

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

THE HARYANA government
Monday dropped Vikas Barala,
who is facing charges of sexual
harassment for allegedly stalking
and attempting to kidnap the
daughter of an IAS officer eight
years ago, fromits list of recently
appointed law officers, reportedly
after he failed to join the post.

A notification, signed by
Additional Chief Secretary Dr
Sumit Misra, confirmed the de-
velopment. “The Governor of
Haryana is pleased to delete the
name of Sh Vikas, mentioned at
Sr.No.4 on page 9 of order of the
engagement of law officers dated
18.07.2025,” read the order.

The order did not mention the
surname of the law officer whose
name has beendeleted. However,
the]July 18 order, issued after being
approved by then Governor Ban-
daru Dattatreya, listed Vikas Bar-
ala at Serial Number 4 on page 9.

Sourcesin Haryana AG’s office
said that Barala, who was ap-
pointed by the state government
as an assistant advocate general
along with 96 other law officers,

did not join the post. Advocate
General Pravindra Singh Chauhan
said if an appointee does not join
withinaweek to 10days, then the
state government is informed.
“Vikas didn’t join,” he said.

AG Chauhan had earlier told
The Indian Express that “there
was some confusion, because
there were two Vikas on the list”
and that he was not aware of
Barala’s background. He had said
that Barala, son of BJP Rajya
Sabha MP Subhash Barala, had
not joined and would not join.

The Haryana government’s
July 18 notification listed appoint-
ments for the posts of assistant
advocate generals, deputy advo-
cate generals, senior deputy ad-
vocate generals, and additional
advocate generals.

The Indian Express was first to
highlight that of the 97 law offi-
cers selected, at least 23 have
connections to politicians, bu-
reaucrats, judges, and IAS/IPS of-
ficers. On the appointment, A G
Chauhan had said it was “wrong
to see all from one lens”. “They
have not made it to these posts
due to their surnames, but only
due to their competence,” he had
told The Indian Express.

Employees can’t criticise
govt policies on social
media, says Maharashtra

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI, JULY 28

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment Monday issued a detailed
government resolution (GR) pro-
hibiting government employees
from making critical comments
onany policies of the state or cen-
tral government — current or pre-
vious —on social media platforms.

The GR, issued by the General
Administration department,
states, “Government employees
are strictly prohibited from mak-
ing critical or adverse comments
on the functioning, actions, or
policies of the state or central gov-
ernment — beit current or recent.
Such acts will be treated as a vio-
lation of the Maharashtra Civil
Services (Conduct) Rules, 1979,
and willinvite disciplinary action.”

The circular states that “post-
ing, sharing, or forwarding of any
objectionable, hateful, defama-
tory, or discriminatory content
is strictly prohibited. No confi-
dential or official documents —
eitherin part or whole — may be
shared, uploaded, or forwarded
on any platform without prior
authorisation or approval”.

The GRasked officials and per-
sonnel to maintain separate per-
sonal and official social media ac-
counts, avoiding any overlap
between private opinions and of-
ficial duties. Adding that social
media should not be used for self-
promotion, the GR said, “While
employees are permitted to share
updates about collective efforts or
successful implementation of
schemes, care must be taken to
avoid any form of self-praise orin-
dividual glorification.”
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LAUNCHES TMC’S ‘BHASHA ANDOLAN’ IN BIRBHUM DISTRICT

‘Mamata links “SIR and linguistic
terror’, slams ‘backdoor NRC’ bid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 28

WEST BENGAL CM Mamata
Banerjee Monday hyphenated
the issues of detention of Bangla-
speaking migrants in several
parts of the country with the
Election Commission’s plan to
roll out the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) across the coun-
try,including in poll-bound West
Bengal. She also accused the BJP
and the EC of trying to imple-
ment the NRC in the country
“through the backdoor”.
Launching her party’s Bhasha
Andolan (language movement)
campaign from Bolpur — the
karmabhoomi of Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore — the TMC
supremo alleged that the BJP-led
Centre, in collusion with the EC,
was targeting minorities, OBCs,
the poor, and Bengali-speaking
voters through the SIR to strike off
genuine names from the voter list
in a “covert” NRC-like exercise.
The CM, who took partina 3-
km march in Bolpur, holding a
portrait of Tagore, asserted that

If Modi wills, he
can resolve the
Kashmir issue,
says Mehbooba

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, JULY 28

PDP CHIEF Mehbooba Mufti
Monday urged the Centre to
“leave wars behind” and take the
path of “dialogue and reconcilia-
tion” if the country is to progress.

Addressing the PDP’s 26th
foundation day in Srinagar, Mufti
said: “India a big country, it has
to behave like an elder brother
and maintain friendly relations
with its neighbours.”

She said that when a Kashmiri
speaks about India’s neighbours,
they are told not to interfere in
India’s foreign policy. “I want to
ask the Central government, what
is India’s foreign policy without
Jammu and Kashmir?”

“We will interfere in foreign
policy and urge you to become an
elder brother because your wars
are fought in J&K,” Mufti said. J&K
has remained a challenge for
every PM, and “there have been
very few PMs with authority and
power”, she said. “I have no hesi-
tation in asserting Modiji can re-
solve the Kashmirissue, if he wills.
He has been chosen by 120 crore
people and he has powertodoit.”

CM Mamata Banerjee in Birbhum on Monday. Express

she would not allow the setting
up of detention centres in Bengal
and dared the EC to delete
names of genuine voters.
Accusing the EC of acting at
the behest of BJP government at
the Centre, “They (EC) are finalis-
ing the voters’ list, while sitting in
Gujarat. Gujaratis are not my en-
emies. BJP’s agency (EC) is doing
this... They have already set up de-
tention camps in Haryana and
Assam. I will not allow NRC in
Bengal as long as [ am alive. |

won't allow detention camps to
be built here... Have our Hindu
brothers forgotten how 7 lakh
names were removed in Assam?”

“We will stop this conspiracy
to jeopardise our existence in the
name of linguistic terror and an
attempt to implement NRC
through the backdoor... The EC,
with due respect, are you play-
ing the government’s NRC
game?” she added.

Banerjee declared she would
“give up her life but not her lan-

guage”, and vowed to stand
against attempts to erase Bengali
‘asmita’ (pride), disenfranchise
the poor, or drive out migrants
under the guise of electoral roll
revision. “We have no enmity
with any language. I believe that
unity in diversity is the founda-
tion of our nation. Butif you try to
erase our language and culture,
we will resist peacefully, power-
fully, and politically,” she said.
Targeting PM Narendra
Modi, Mamata said, “When you
travel to Arab nations and hug
the sheikhs, do you ask whether
they are Hindus or Muslims? Did
you ask the Maldives President
his religion before hugging him
and donating 35,000 crore, while
depriving Bengal of its dues?”
Stating that Bangla is world’s
fifth-most spoken language and
the second-most in Asia, she said,
“Yet, Bengalis are being tortured
across states. Why this hatred?
If Bengal can accept and shelter
1.5 crore migrant workers from
other states, why can’t you ac-
cept 22 lakh Bengali migrants
working elsewhere?”.
WITHPTIINPUTS

Chidambaram questions Pahalgam
terrorists’ identity, BJP hits back

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

AS PARLIAMENT debates Pahal-
gam terror attack and Operation
Sindoor, former Union Minister P
Chidambaram’s recent remarks
on the terrorists involved in the
killings have kicked up a row.

In an interview to The Quint,
uploaded on Saturday (July 26),
Chidambaram said the Pahalgam
attackers “for all we know could
be homegrown terrorists” and
“why do you assume that they
came from Pakistan”? He also said
that “thereis noevidence” thatthe
terrorists came from Pakistan.

To a question on “what they
(government) are trying to hide”,
Chidambaram said: “They are
hiding the fact. I think. And this is
speculation. The CDS hinted at
that - that we made tactical mis-
takes, we restrategised. So, what
tactical mistakes were made?
What was the re-strategising?
Those questions either they
(government) are incompetent
to answer or they are unwilling
to answer... They are unwilling
to disclose what the NIA has
done all these weeks.”

“Have they identified the ter-

o

P Chidambaram

rorists, where they came from?
For all we know they could be
homegrown terrorists. Why do
you assume that they came from
Pakistan? There is no evidence
of that. They are also hiding the
losses,” the Congress leader said
in the interview.

He said he wrote in a column
thatinawar, losses occur on both
sides. “I understand that India
would have suffered losses. Be up-
front. Winston Churchill in World
War 2 made a statement every
other day. Whatever losses Britain
suffered, they made it plain...
They (government) are reluctant
to admit the losses... I think they
think they can put a large shroud
on Operation Sindoor.”

BJP’s national information
and technology department in-
charge Amit Malviya hit out at

Chidambaram over his state-
ment. “P Chidambaram, former
UPA-era Home Minister and the
original proponent of the infa-
mous ‘saffron terror’ theory, cov-
ers himself with glory yet again.”

Quoting his interview,
Malviya said: “Once again, the
Congress rushes to give a clean
chit to Pakistan — this time after
the Pahalgam terror attack.”

“Why isit that every time our
forces confront Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism, Congress lead-
ers sound more like Islamabad’s
defence lawyers than India’s
Opposition,” asked Malviya.

“When it comes to national
security, there should be no ambi-
guity. But with the Congress,
there neveris — they always bend
over backwards to protect the en-
emy,” Malviya said on X.

Asked about BJP’s reaction,
Chidambaram said: “I saw a troll
andIhave responded to the troll.”
In a post on X on Monday, the
Congress leader said: “Trolls are of
different kinds and use different
tools to spread misinformation.
The worst kind is a troll who sup-
presses the full recorded inter-
view, takes two sentences, mutes
some words, and paints the
speaker ina black colour!”

Rahul to ‘adopt’ 22 children who lost their
parents in Pak shelhng during Op Sindoor

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JULY 28

LEADER OF Opposition in LS
Rahul Gandhi has decided to
“adopt” nearly two dozen children
who lost their parents during the
India-Pakistan conflict following
the Pahalgam terror attack.
According to Jammu and
Kashmir Congress chief Tariq
Hamid Karra, Gandhi will bear
the educational expenses of 22
children in Poonch, who lost
both their parents or the family’s

[
Express file

Rahul Gandhi at Christ Public
School in Poonch in May

sole bread-winner in Pakistani
shelling.

Poonch town was one of the
worst-hit by cross-border shell-

ing, with around halfadozen chil-
dren injured. Among the victims
was Vihaan Bhargav who was
killed by shrapnel while his fam-
ily was trying to leave the town.
Karra said the first instalment
of the aid would be released on
Wednesday to enable the children
to continue their studies. “The as-
sistance will continue till these
children graduate,” he added.
Gandhi, during a visit to Poo-
nchinMay,asked local party lead-
ers to compile a list of affected
children. Subsequently, a survey
was conducted and names of the

children were finalised after cross-
checking government records.
Gandhi had also visited Christ
Public School, whose students —
12-year-old twins Urba Fatima
and Zain Ali—were among the ca-
sualties. “Ifeel very, very proud of
you. You miss your little friends.
I'm very sorry about that. Now,
you feel a little bit of danger, a lit-
tle frightened, but don’t worry,
everything will go back to nor-
mal... Your way of responding to
this should be to study really hard,
play really hard and make a lot of
friendsinschool,” he told the kids.

WILL SPEED UP TIME TAKEN TO OPERATIONALISE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

India’s Ist private test facﬂlty for heavy water upgrade opens

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

IN A small but significant step to-
wards speeding up the opera-
tionalisation of nuclear power
plants, India’s nuclear establish-
ment has, for the first time,
roped in private players to carry
out a key process that was so far
handled entirely in-house.

Mumbai-based TEMA India
has been entrusted with testing
the equipment required for up-
grading of depleted heavy water,
a crucial requirement at all
Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors
inIndia. Until now, the testing was
done by the country’s main nu-
clear research, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC).

TEMA India inaugurated its
test facility two days ago at Achc-

Mumbai-based TEMA India will test the equipment required
for upgrading depleted heavy water. Express

chase order’ from Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL).

“What we have built is a sin-
gle-point solution for the upgrad-
ing of heavy water. Earlier, the
distillation columns and mod-
ules used to be manufactured by
other vendors, then assembled
and tested by BARC. The entire
process was perhaps taking
seven to eight years. We will be
able to reduce this time period by
at least one to two years,” said
Sunil Kubal, Executive Director-
Nuclear at TEMA India.

Heavy water (D20) is a form
of water (H20) with deuterium,

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.Com/HquPnXVWWbBAng%%{Mrisotope of hydrogen, in-

had in Palghar district, about 100
km north of Mumbai, where it
will manufacture equipment
such as distillation columns and
integrate and test them before
sending them to reactor sites for

installation.

The Department of Atomic
Energy said the facility was de-
signed and built by TEMA India’s
nuclear vertical under technology
transfer from BARC and a ‘pur-

stead of regular hydrogen, and is
used as a coolant as well as mod-
erator for slowing down fast-
moving neutrons during a chain
reaction, essential for sustaining
the nuclear fission process.
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Modi: NEP making
big contribution
towards holistic
egrowth of students

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi said there have been many
positive changes in education
during the last five years and the
new National Education Policy
(NEP) is making a significant
contribution to the holistic and
multidimensional development
of students by encouraging re-
search and innovation.

In a message on the comple-
tion of five years of NEP, Modi
noted that the Ministry of
Education is organising Akhil
Bhartiya Shiksha Samagam
(ABSS) Tuesday and new initia-
tives will be launched in the field
of education during the event.

“Education is the medium
that makes a person self-reliant
and a nation strong. Our aim is
to ensure such an education sys-
temin which students can move
forward according to their inter-
est, ability and dreams. Today,
the country is moving on the
path of progress by equipping

Education
makes a
nation
strong: PM
Narendra
Modi

the education related to the glo-
rious Indian culture with tech-
nology and global standards.

The PM noted that in Amrit
Kaal, India is rapidly moving to-
wards the creation of a grand
and developed country.

“During this period, the role
of NEP 2020 will be importantin
promoting the confidence, cu-
riosity and creativity of our
youth. The shiksha samagam is
a symbol of our shared resolve
and spirit of cooperation.

“lam confident that this event
will not only give educational in-
stitutions an opportunity to share
their best practices, strategies and
achievements, but will also
strengthen the continuous efforts
for the successful implementa-
tion of the NEP,” he said.

Dimple’s mosque
visit: NDA MPs try
to put SP 1n a spot,
rush to her defence

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

SP MP Dimple Yadav found her-
self in the middle of a political
row Monday over her visit to a
mosque in Delhi last week.

While the BJP’s minority cell
chief objected to Dimple not cov-
ering her head during the visit, a
group of women MPs from the
NDA showed solidarity with the
SPleader following a Delhi-based
cleric’s allegedly offensive com-
ments about her. The Mainpuri
MP,inresponse, said the show of
solidarity would have been
“more meaningful” had the rul-
ing alliance leaders “stood with
the women of Manipur”.

On July 21, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Dimple,and 10 other party
MPs visited the Parliament Street
mosque after LS was adjourned
for the day. The SP’s Rampur MP,
Mohibbullah Nadvi, is the
mosque’simam. According to BJP
minority cell chief Jamal Siddiqui,
it was a political meeting that did
not conform to mosque rules.

“Akhilesh Yadav was wearing
a Samajwadi cap at the mosque,
his wife, behan (sister) Dimple
Yadav, was sitting in an area whe-
re entry of women is prohibited.
And her attire did not conform to
mosque rules. We opposed all
that. And we objected to Maul-
ana (SP MP Mohibbullah) taking
them there and making the mos-
que an undeclared office of SP. So,
he should be removed as Imam
of that mosque,” Siddiqui told The
Indian Express.

Asked why he thought Dimple
did not follow the rules with re-
gard to her attire, he said she did
not cover her head. “No one can
enter a mosque wearing a saree,”
Siddiqui said.

NDA MPs, meanwhile,

D20 needs to be 99.9% pure
for working efficiently. But with
time, it gets contaminated with
light or regular water, requiring
the depleted D20 to be upgraded
back to 99.9% using a distillation
process. TEMA India will not only
manufacture the components re-
quired for the distillation process,
but will also test them to ensure
they produce the right results.

Atthe inauguration ceremony
Saturday, TEMA India also dis-
patched the first batch of tested
distillation column sections for
deployment at Unit 8 of the Raw-
atbhata Nuclear Power Plant
(RAPP-8) in Rajasthan, which is
scheduled to go critical by
December this year.

The company will also manu-
facture and test distillation equip-
ment for the upcoming four nu-
clear reactors at Gorakhpur in

NDA MPs protest in solidarity
with SP MP Dimple Yadav. P11

protested against remarks by a
cleric, Maulana Sajid Rashidi,
about Dimple during a television
debate last week.

“We are raising our voice agai-
nst the way a woman'’s dignity
was targeted based on commu-
nalism,” said LJP (RV) MP Shamb-
havi Choudhary. “The party may
have any ideology, but we must
come together for dignity of
women. What is most shameful
is that Akhilesh Yadav did not raise
his voice in support of his wife for
the sake of his politics ... The way
Sajid Rashidi has spoken about
Dimple Yadav is not acceptable....
SP’s politics is completely on ap-
peasement... NDA always stands
for the cause of women's dignity.”

BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj said,
“Why is the Opposition silent?
Why is Dimple Yadav’s party
silent? Why has her husband
(Akhilesh Yadav) not yet spoken
against this statement? ... Is the
politics of appeasement more
important than the dignity of a
woman MP?” Responding to
them, Dimple said: “It would have
been better had they staged
demonstrations and stood with
the women. And, the way BJP
leaders and senior ministers
made statements from the stage
on our Army officers during
Operation Sindoor, it would have
been better if they (NDA) stood
with them,” she said. — WITHPTI

Haryana and two at Kaiga in
Karnataka. “We are hoping to get
more orders in the future. The
Indian nuclear industry is set to
expand rapidly, and we hope to
play an important role in its
growth,” Kubal said.

India has setits eyes at achiev-
ing 100 GW of installed nuclear
energy capacity by 2047. There are
24 nuclear reactors operational in
India, with aninstalled capacity of
8,780 MW. The government had
approved construction of 10more
nuclearreactorsin 2015, of which
one has come onboard, while the
rest — with a combined capacity
of 13.6 GW — are under construc-
tion. The immediate target is to
achieve 22.4 GW of installed ca-
pacity by 2032. The government
hasalso launched a320,000-crore
Nuclear Energy Mission to de-
velop Small Modular Reactors.

Join EREE Wil tsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cOmitipv§lhxvwwb3Agy9sntiaesindianexpressicom BN Wloin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHatsapbp. 8m/HDvqPnxvwWpb:



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, JULY 29,2025

9 EXPRESS NETWORK

2 ‘electrocuted’, 5 injured in Barabanki temple TN Dalit techie hacked to

death in ‘honour killing’,
police couple’s son held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

TWO DEVOTEES, including a mi-
nor, were electrocuted to death
while five others were injured
due to electric shock at a temple
in the Haidergarh area of Uttar
Pradesh’s Barabanki district on
Monday, the district administra-
tion said.

When the injured were be-
ing rushed to hospital, the ru-
mour of electrocution caused a
stampede-like situation with
people running out of the tem-
ple, officials said.

The deceased were identified
as Ramesh Kumar, 28, and
Prashant Kumar, 17.

The incident occurred at the
Awsaneshwar temple when a
wire broke off and fell on the
temple’s tin shed, under which
acrowd of devotees had assem-
bled to offer ‘jal abhishek’ (offer-
ing water and milk to Shivlinga)
at 2.30 am, the administration
said in a statement. The wire,
which was used for lighting in-
side the temple, broke off aftera
group of monkeys jumped onit,
the officials said.

Barabanki District Magistrate
(DM) Shashank Tripathi told The

Security forces
recover huge
arms cache from
Manipur hills

Imphal: Security forces have re-
covered a large cache of arms
and ammunition in several hill
districts of Manipur over the past
few days, police said. According
to police, the recovery was made
during search operations in the
interior parts of Churachandpur,
Pherzawl, Kangpokpi, Chandel
and Tengnounpal districts.
Asmany as 155 weapons were
recovered including 8 AK series ri-
fles, two INSAS, a sniperrifle, eight
9 mm pistols, 21 single-barreled
guns, among others. Along with
the weapons, the security forces
also recovered 39 Improvised
Explosive Devices (IEDs), 13 hand
grenades and over 1,600 assorted
live ammunition, police said.
“These continued intelli-
gence-led operations in the hill
districts represent a major ac-
complishment for the Manipur
Police, Assam Rifles and other
security forces in their contin-
ued mission to restore peace,
uphold public order, and safe-
guard the lives and property of
citizens,” a senior police official
said. ENS

People undergoing treatment at a hospital in Barabanki
on Monday, P11

Indian Express, “The autopsy
confirmed that the two deaths
were caused due to electrocu-
tion. The cremation of the two
victims was held in the after-
noon at their villages.”

“Both Ramesh Kumar and
Prashant Kumar belonged to the
Haidergarh area of the district.
The Chief Minister has an-
nounced Rs 2 lakh each to the kin
of both the deceased,” Tripathi
added. Tripathi said a spot veri-
fication was done and there was

no need for an investigation
since there was no negligence
behind the incident.

“This is a Shiva temple and
devotees from nearby areas had
started gathering since night for
the 'jal abhishek'. The queue of
the devotees was movingin and
out of the temple when mon-
keys suddenly started jumping
on the tin shed while hanging on
the wires. Awire fell on the shed
and two of the visitors came in
contact with the shed. Five oth-

ers close to them also suffered
electric shocks,” Tripathi said.
DM Tripathi said the two
electrocuted were declared dead
at the hospital while five others
were discharged after the treat-
ment. “There was no law and or-
der problem after the incident
and devotees have been visiting
the temple throughout the day
since early morning,” he added.
The Awasaneshwar is an-
other prominent temple in
Barabanki after Lodheshwar
temple of Lord Shiva where kan-
wariyas offer 'sacred water’
brought from nearby districts.
Speaking to the media on the
sidelines of an event, DGP Rajeev
Krishna said senior officials, in-
cluding the zonal and range-
level officers, visited the spot.
“Two people unfortunately died
in the incident, which was
caused due to electrocution and
not because of any stampede.
Almost all of the injured have
been discharged from hospital
after treatment. Some are under
observation,” he said.
Expressing "deep sorrow"
over the loss of lives, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath ex-
tended his condolences to the
bereaved families. “He (CM) has
directed the district administra-

tion officials to expedite the
proper treatment of the injured
and relief  operations,”
Adityanath's office posted on X
in Hindi.

Meanwhile, the Opposition
parties demanded compensa-
tion for the victims. The
Samajwadi Party posted on X,
“The government should give a
compensation of Rs 1 crore each
to the families of the deceased
devotees, ensure proper treat-
ment and compensation for
those injured and disclose the
correct number of deaths.” The
UP Congress described the inci-
dent as "extremely tragic".

“The news of the death of two
devotees due to an electric shock
and several others being injured is
distressing. We express our deep
condolences to the grieving fam-
ilies and pray for the speedy re-
covery of the injured," it posted
onX."This incident points to seri-
ous deficiencies in the arrange-
ments. Robust security and
crowd management measures
are extremely necessary at reli-
gious sites. We demand that the
government provide appropriate
compensation and all possible as-
sistance to the affected families,"
the Congress state unit said.

—WITH PTIINPUTS

Monsoon at mid-season: India sees 8% above

ANJALIMARAR
BENGALURU, JULY 28

AS THE southwest monsoon
inches towards the season’s half-
way mark, the rainfall perform-
ance over the country has been
appreciably good, both spatially
and quantitatively.

From June 1-July 28, the all-
India rainfall stood at 440.1 mm
— 8% above normal for this pe-
riod. The region-wise rainfall, as
per IMD data, suggested that all
meteorological regions have re-
ceived normal or above rainfall,
barring east and north east India
(minus 28% in July, minus 23%in
this season).

Punjab, Bihar, Sikkim,
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya have remained rain
deficient this season so far.

Among the four monsoon
months, July brings the highest
all-india rainfall and is crucial for
the season’s rainfall. Rainfall in
July across the country is ex-
pected to be near normal this
year after an above normal rain-
fall in June. This has raised hopes
for a good kharif yield and re-
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plenishment of water re-
sources.

Of 28 days this month so
far, the all-India mean rainfall

normal rain, good kharif yield on the cards

remained marginally below
normal only on 12 days. The av-
erage rainfall per cent (with
above normal rainfall) for this
period was 10.5%. After the cov-
erage of the southwest mon-
soon onset across the country
realised on June 29, the all-India
rainfall for July was 267.4mm
(5.4%) above normal until July
28.

According to IMD, back-to-
back development of low pres-
sure systems and sometimes
depressions (rain-bearing sys-
tems) in the Bay of Bengal since
late June along with favourable,
prolonged positioning of the
monsoon trough to its normal
position helped monsoon to re-
main active during the first
three weeks of July. This main-
tained the rainfall consistently
above normal this month.

These favourable systems
brought continuous rainfall
over north and northwest India,
particularly Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, parts of Gujarat
and Maharashtra, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Odisha.

Canine gets residential certificate in Patna, FIR registered

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 28

THE PATNA administration has
been left red in the face after its
Masaurhi block office issued a
residential certificate in the name
of a dog, complete with name,
address details, a photograph and
a QR code as a mark of authenti-
cation. Issued on July 24, the cer-
tificate now stands cancelled.

This assumes significance at
a time when residential certifi-
cates have become the most
sought-after document of the 11
required for Bihar’s Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise.

Patna District Magistrate
Thiyagarajan SM told The Indian
Express that “the certificate was
cancelled two minutes after it
was issued”.

“AnFIR is being filed. We will
identify the applicant through
the cyber cell and take strict ac-

tion. The revenue karmachari
and their manager are being sus-
pended,” he said.

On their part, officials at the
Masaurhi office put it downtoa
“gross lapse" on account of a
surge in applications.

The certificate carried the
digital signature of the revenue
officer. Typically, the manager of
the Right to Public Service Centre
(RTPS) at any block office is re-
quired to match address details
onanonline application with an
attached document, Aadhaar
cards, EPIC, or bank passbook
copy showing the applicants’ ad-
dress while issuing such certifi-
cates.

The now-cancelled residen-
tial certificate shows an image of
a dog. The text in Hindi reads:
"This is to certify that Dog Babu,
father: Kutta Babu, mother:
Kutiya Devi, is a permanent res-
ident of village/mohalla:
Kaulichak, ward number-15,
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The certificate was digitally
signed by a revenue officer.

post office: Masaurhi, PIN-
804452, police station, block-
Masaurhi, sub-division-
Masaurhi, district-Patna, Bihar."

The certificate was digitally
signed by a revenue officer, with
a QR code on the bottom left to
mark its authenticity under the
Bihar Right to Public Services Act,
2011.

The official was not available
for comment. With the certifi-
cate now standing cancelled, a
scan of the QR on the certificate
no longer throws up results.

According to officials, the
Masaurhi revenue officer and
RTPS centre manager are “prima
facie found guilty of not verify-
ing the name, address, and pho-
tograph on the application
clearly showing the image of a
dog in the photograph box”.

"They also did not check the
attached document, Aadhaar
card image, and the address
mentioned on it. The details ob-
viously did not match," one offi-
cial said.

A Masaurhi police officer
said: "The accused seems to have
applied through a cyber cafe us-
ing someone else's Aadhaar
number. The cyber cell will help
us identify the source from
where the application form was
filed. As of now, an FIR will be
filed against unknown persons
under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, and Information
Technology Act, 2000".

Details will be dealt with dur-

ing the police investigation, the
Patna DM, Thiyagarajan SM,, said.

Typically, anyone can apply
for aresidential certificate online
through RTPS with or without
logging in as aregistered user. In
most cases, people apply
through cyber cafes, often with-
out logging in to the RTPS site.

For a residential certificate,
one has to fill out a form with
one’s complete address. Once
the formisfilled, it asks for one's
photograph, and a photocopy of
either Aadhaar or bank pass-
book. Once the form is submit-
ted, it takes 6-15 days to process.

The RTPS centre has to match
details in the form - including
one’s photo -- with supporting
documents. Although it’s usually
the manager whoissues the cer-
tificate, the final issuing author-
ity is the digital signatory rev-
enue officer, who has to check
each certificate before it’s up-
loaded online.

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY 28

A 27-YEAR-OLD Dalit software
engineer was hacked todeathin
broad daylight on Sunday in
what police and family mem-
bers described as a case of caste-
based honour killing. The victim,
Kavin Selva Ganesh, was al-
legedly murdered by the brother
of a woman he had beenin a
long-term relationship with.
The accused, 21-year-old S
Surjith, surrendered to police
shortly after allegedly attacking
Kavin near a private Siddha hos-
pital in KTC Nagar, Tirunelveli,
where the woman, Subashini,
works as a consultant. Surjith is
the son of two police officers —
sub-inspectors Saravanan and
Krishnakumari — both of whom
have also been named as co-ac-
cused in the case for allegedly in-
citing the crime and threatening

Kavin in the past.
Kavin, a native of
Arumugamangalam in

Thoothukudi district and an en-
gineering graduate employed
with Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS)in Chennai, had maintained
contact with Subashini since their
school days. According to sources,
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The victim, Kavin Selva
Ganesh worked with TCS.
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their relationship was amicable
but had faced escalating hostility
from the woman’s family, who
belong to a Most Backward Class
(MBC) community. Kavin’s fam-
ily, who belong to a Scheduled
Caste (SC), say they had been
threatened multiple times.

On Sunday, Kavin visited KTC
Nagar to consult Subashini about
his grandfather’s deteriorating
health. There, Surjith allegedly
approached him and said their
parents wished to speak with
him. Trusting Surjith, Kavin got
on his two-wheeler and they
rode towards Astalakshmi Nagar.

According to Kavin’s mother,
STamizhselvi, who filed the com-
plaint with the Palayamkottai
police, Surjith stopped the vehi-
cle abruptly and shouted at her

‘Mob rule’: Congress
condemns nuns’ arrest
on conversion charges

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, JULY 28

THE ARREST of three people —
including two nuns — in
Chhattisgarh on conversion alle-
gations has snowballed into a
political row, with Opposition
Congress calling it “systematic
persecution of minorities”.

The arrested people have
been identified as nuns Preeti
Marry and Vandana Francis, and
another person, Sukaman
Mandavi. An FIR was registered
on the back of a complaint from
alocal right-wing worker who al-
leged the suspects had “forcibly
converted” three women from
Narayanpur district and were at-
tempting to traffic them.

"An FIR has been registered
against them under relevant sec-
tions of the Chhattisgarh
Religious Freedom Act and the
Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act,” a GRP official said, adding
that when questioned, the vic-
tims had alleged that they had
been promised jobs and were
being taken to Agra, and that one
of the suspects had brought
them to Durg station.

Through inducements, there
was an attempt to engage in hu-
man trafficking and conversion”,
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai al-
leged. “Three daughters from
Narayanpur were promised
nursing training and subsequent
job placements. They were
handed over to two nuns at Durg
station by a person from
Narayanpur, who were taking the
girlsto Agra,” he said on X, adding
that investigation was ongoing
and "law will take its course.”

However, Arun Pannalal,
president of the Chhattisgarh

Christian Forum, claimed the
three women were adults and
that they -- as well as their par-
ents -- were Christians. He also
alleges that the suspects were
assaulted in custody.

"They were going toworkina
hospital. We will also register an
FIR against a woman who can be
seen assaulting the accused [in a
video]. It also raises questions on
how accused who are in custody
of police are being assaulted?"

The women'’s families too de-
nied the allegations, instead
claiming that they were heading
there for a job.

Calls to Sukhman Mandavi’s
family went unanswered.

The arrests have drawn a po-
litical backlash, with Congress
leader and Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi claim-
ing that the nuns were being “be-
ing targeted for their faith”. The
Opposition held ademonstration
outside Parliament Monday to
protest the arrest.

"It [the arrest] reflects a dan-
gerous pattern: systematic per-
secution of minorities under this
regime,” he said on X, calling it
the “RSS-BJP mob rule”.

All India Congress
Committee general secretary KC
Venugopal said, “UDF MPs held a
strong  protest  outside
Parliament today against the
shocking arrest and harassment
of Catholic nuns in Durg in
Chhattisgarh... By the BJP-RSS
ecosystem, all minorities are
treated as criminals and lumpen
elements are unleashed to in-
timidate fellow citizens practis-
ing their faith,” he said.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Sanjay Shrivastava
called Gandhis’ statement “pres-
sure politics”.
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son, demanding how he could
dare love a girl from a different
caste. Surjith then reportedly
pulled out a sickle hidden on his
back and attacked Kavin repeat-
edly. Eyewitnesses say Kavin at-
tempted to flee, but was chased
down and hacked to death barely
200 metres from the hospital.

The police have arrested
Surjith and registered a case
against him and his parents un-
der relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
along with provisions from the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 2015. CCTV footage from the
crime scene has been secured,
and the victim’s body was sent for
post-mortem at the Tirunelveli
Government Hospital.

Kavin’s family has refused to
accept his body and is demand-
ing legal action against Surjith’s
parents, who they allege were in-
strumental in the murder. “They
objected to the relationship from
the beginning and repeatedly ha-
rassed my son. Even now, they
may use their positions to influ-
ence the case,” Tamizhselvi said
in her complaint. Protests
erupted in parts of Tirunelveli
and Thoothukudi districts, de-
manding justice.

‘Udaipur Files™:
Delhi HC to hear
tomorrow pleas
challenging
film’s release

New Delhi: Noting that there is
no immediate urgency to hear
petitions challenging the release
of the film Udaipur Files as it
does not have a Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) certifi-
cation as yet, the Delhi High
Court on Monday posted the
pleas for hearing on Wednesday.

The release of the film, based
on the murder case of tailor
Kanhaiya Lal by alleged Islamic
fundamentalists in 2022, is un-
der challenge in two petitions
before the Delhi HC - one by
Maulana Arshad Madani, prin-
cipal of the Darul Uloom
Deoband, and another by
Mohammed Javed, an accused
undertrial in the murder case.

Last week, the SC refused to
interfere in the matter and sent
it back to the high court for con-
sideration.

On July 10, the high court
had temporarily stayed the
film’s release while granting
those aggrieved by purported
portrayal in the film, vilifying
Muslims, to represent the mat-
ter before the Central govern-
ment and seek a review of the
CBFC's decision to greenlight the
film’s release.

Taken up before a bench of
Chief Justice D KUpadhyaya and
Justice Tushar Rao Gedela,
Madani’s counsel told the court
that senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
who will be arguing the matter,
was unavailable on Monday and
sought an adjournment.

Meanwhile, Javed, repre-
sented by senior advocate
Menaka Guruswamy, told the
court that with the producer’s
admission that the filmis based
on the chargesheet in the case
and given thatJaved is an under-
trial, his right to fair trial will be
prejudiced. ENS

From drone mapping to removing water hyacinth, how a river was revived in UP

MAULSHREE SETH
KANPUR, LUCKNOW, JULY 28

TILL EARLY February, there was
no visible sign of the Noon river
that once meandered through
Kanpur district’s Rampur Narua
village. Locals say an infestation
of the jal kumbhi (water hy-
acinth), which affects water flow
and aquatic life, had rendered
the thriving river indistinguish-
able from the fields it once
snaked through.

At Rampur Narua, its origin
point, today, the river flows
nearly six feet wide — the result
of a state-wide river rejuvenation
programme as part of which
every district in the state has
been tasked with reviving at least

one river in their jurisdiction. In
Kanpur, the district administra-
tion decided to revive the Noon,
one of the district’s four forgot-
ten rivers, since it had been
blocked due to the jal kumbhi and
construction debris,and had not
dried up like the others.

River rejuvenation efforts in
the state — which started nearly
two years ago — gathered pace
since the Saryu Mahotsav in
Ayodhyawasinaugurated on June
5 by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, who gave a tar-
get of “one district, one river”.

Standing next to the gushing
Noon, Rampur Narua gram pan-
chayat secretary Anjali Pandey
said, “Work onreviving the river
began on February 22 onwards.
Itis finished now.”

The 48.5-km Noon spans 34
gram panchayats, originating
from Rampur Narua’s Kanhaiya
lake and culminating into the
Ganga near Bithoor. Besides old
satellite images, the Noon was
also mapped with the help of
drones and remote surveys,
whichrevealed the river had be-
come too narrow in places or
had dry patches. Officials said
they had to work on almost half
of the river’s natural path, meas-
uring around 24 km.

“Bahut mushkil hui thi convince
karne mein (convincing the vil-
lagers to help with the river's re-
vival was tough),” said Pandey,
whoroped inlocal women to con-
vince the other villagers to partic-
ipate in the exercise, either
through shramdaan (volunteer

The rejuvenated Noon flows through Kanpur district’s
Rampur Narua village. Vishal Srivastav

work) or under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act(MGNREGA).

Sources said divisional-level
committees, comprising techni-
cal experts and divisional offi-

cials from nearly 10 depart-
ments, including forest, agricul-
ture, irrigation, horticulture, fish-
eries, etc., started being formed
in the state since 2024. In case of
rivers flowing through two or
more districts, a joint action plan
was prepared.

The Noon had mostly dried
up due to ajal kumbhi infestation.
Ramesh Kumar, 55, a farmer who
ownsa2.5-bighafield next tothe
Noon adds, “The infestation dried
up years ago, blocking the flow of
water. During the monsoon, the
water would overflow into all
nearby fields. The receding flood
water would leave silt behind,
rendering the fields useless for
nearly four months annually
from June onwards.”

However, reviving the Noon

was easier said than done, said
Pandey, whose attempts were ini-
tially rebuffed as a “futile exercise”.

She said, “I managed to con-
vince a group of women from the
village about the importance of re-
viving the Noon... Walking along
the dry riverbed, these women
would sing slogans like ‘Hum
sabne milke thana hai, Noon nadi
ko fir se jeewant karaana hai (we
are all determined to revive the
Noon),” she said.

Explaining the revival process,
(DO Diksha]Jain said, “After study-
ing the old maps available with
theirrigation department, experts
were able to pinpoint the Noon'’s
starting point.”

Ground surveys by MGN-
REGA, irrigation and panchayati
raj officials, and old records re-

vealed that the Noon once flowed
through three blocks — Shivrajpur,
Chaubeypur and Kalyanpur —
that span the 34 panchayats, she
said, adding that the entire river
was then mapped by a drone.
“Toadopt the correct method-
ology, we approached the Remote
Sensing Centre. Satellite imagery
by the centre showed that the
problem areas (dry patches or
shallow riverbeds) mostly lay in
the river’s upper channel. In case
of the lower stretch, just clearing
that channel could help restore
the natural flow of water,” said
Jain, adding that Noon’s restora-
tion cost the districtaboutRs 1.22
crore, with a major portion com-
prising wages under the MGN-
REGA. FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Join FREE Wil tsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cOmiiDv{lhxvwWb3Agy98ntRies - ndianexpressicom Supsy  Wlyoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHatsapp.@in/HDvqPnxvwWb:



10 |

TheIndianEXPRESS

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

MALE OUTREACH

PM Modi’s visit to the Maldives marks a significant turnaround
in bilateral relations after a period of strain

EN PRESIDENT MOHAMED Muizzu, riding the “India Out” campaign,

rose to power in the Maldives in September 2023, he signalled a clear

intent to politically distance Malé from New Delhi. His January 2024

visit to China and his call for India to withdraw troops from the

Maldives complicated ties with India. In this context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

recent visit to the island nation to attend its Independence Day celebrations, during which

several economic agreements were signed and projects inaugurated, marks a significant
turnaround in bilateral relations after a period of strain.

The Maldives is a key pillar of India’s “Neighbourhood First” policy. Beyond deep-
rooted cultural ties and a history of friendly relations — India was among the first to es-
tablish diplomatic ties following that country’s independence in 1965 — it sits atop crit-
ical sealanes in the Indian Ocean, through which a major share of global trade and India’s
energy imports pass. It is an integral part of India’s maritime security architecture. India
provides economic support and assistance to the Maldives in infrastructure and health-
care. Tourism, which accounts for nearly a third of the Maldivian economy, saw Indians
as the largest group of visitors for several consecutive years up to 2023. This trend was dis-
rupted in 2024, after derogatory remarks by three Maldivian junior ministers (suspended
subsequently) triggered a diplomatic row and led to a sharp decline in Indian tourist ar-
rivals. In a bid to reverse this, President Muizzu, speaking to reporters over the weekend,
acknowledged that “India is one of the major countries that helps the Maldives with
tourism. With PM Modi’s visit, it is going to increase a lot.”

Apart from meeting senior government officials, PM Modi also held separate interac-
tions with the main Opposition party and leaders from across the political spectrum in
the Maldives. These engagements reflect New Delhi’s effort to insulate bilateral relations
from the ebb and flow of politics between and within both countries. On the China ques-
tion, it would be unrealistic to expect Malé to avoid doing business with Beijing. As the
world’s second-largest economy, China presents significant opportunities for the Maldives,
and the latter is entitled to make its own choices. Talks on loan restructuring with China,
however, initiated during President Muizzu’s state visit in January 2024, have seen little
progress so far. As a key neighbour and regional power, India can counterbalance Beijing’s
influence by making better offers — especially given that Maldives’s external debt bur-
den has worsened as a result of China’s lending practices. New Delhi, therefore, should
keep using its leverage to further its interests and maintain close relations, while keep-
ing a watchful eye on Malé’s political environment.

A BEAUTIFUL DRAW

At the end of five days in Manchester,
it felt like a win — for India and Test cricket

PORTS FANS NOT immersed in the ways of Test cricket would be intrigued at

how a contest can end without a clear winner and loser, and how there can be

celebration of a stalemate. In Test cricket, too, the draw has become pretty rare

of late, and often happens only when a considerable amount of time is lost due
to weather. That’s why India’s feat of batting 143 overs in Manchester was all the more spe-
cial. Itis arare performance in this era of T20 cricket, where strike rates are everything and
most batsmen have forgotten the art of defending.

A hard-fought draw, which witnesses two teams fighting it out for the full five days
before finishing with shared honours, is still one of the sublime joys of the longest format
of the game, as could be seen at Old Trafford over five days. Shubman Gill, K L Rahul,
Washington Sundar and Ravindra Jadeja batted with skill, patience and composure to
deny England a win. If India manages to level the series 2-2 at the Oval next week, the
doggedness shown in the fourth Test will be a big reason. Test cricket is the severest ex-
amination of the mental, physical and emotional attributes of a player. Almost anything
can happen over a period of five days. There’s hope, even if a team is 0/2 facing a deficit
of 311 with more than five sessions left in the game.

Afive-match Test series leaves players with no place to hide. All their strengths and
weaknesses are exposed as the same set of players have a go at each other week after
week. It allows someone like Gill to start the tour like a run-machine, lose his bearings
for a while in the middle, and still have the time to regain his mojo before it’s too late.
It forces Ben Stokes to push his battered body through the pain barrier in regular long
and incisive spells, after doing his bit with the bat and on the field, leading his team by
example. It’s understandable when tempers fray, as was seen at Lord’s and in the final
stages at Old Trafford. After having frustrated England for such a long time and tiring
them out, Jadeja and Washington wanted personal milestones for celebration. That it
ended up getting under the opposition’s skin was a bonus. Stokes’s reaction was churl-
ish. When his initial offer of a draw was refused, he and his team would have done well
to grit their teeth and carry on, rather than make an issue of it. At the end of five days,
however, the draw in Manchester felt like a win — for India and Test cricket.

BE A POOKIE

How IIT-Ropar’s convocation became a masterclass in
connection — areminder that joy belongs on campus

POOKIE, BY any other name, is someone who gets it. What it means to be

young and vulnerable; to crave joy in unexpected places, or to question

why solemnity must always march in step with ceremony. At IIT-Ropar’s

recent convocation, director Rajeev Ahuja, professor of Computational
Materials Science, showed he hasn’t forgotten the feeling of wavering between hope
and anxiety, standing on the cusp of change. The 60-year-old didn’t just hand out de-
grees. He doled out dabs, fist bumps, and Korean finger hearts. Formal, it wasn’t. But
memorable? Absolutely.

The videos of the ceremony on social media, clocking over 30 million views, have
earned Ahuja the affectionate moniker of “pookie professor”. His moves may not have had
the Gen Z chutzpah — Boomer shoulders can only shimmy so much — but what mat-
tered was the spirit. In a space often weighed down by formality and hierarchy, Ahuja
brought presence, play, and a rare emotional intelligence. He didn’t just preside over a
convocation, he participated in it. Ahuja met students where they were, and in doing so,
made the stage feel a little less daunting and a lot more empathetic.

The moment may have been light, but its resonance is far from trivial. Higher educa-
tionin Indiais often weighed down by stress, burnout and a sense of alienation. In the end-
less jugglery of exams, deadlines, institutional pressures and existential dread, a small
gesture of warmth — a shared laugh, a playful photograph — can feel like a moment of lev-
ity; an affirmation that learning isn’t just about instructions, it is also about connections.
Ahuja’s gesture symbolised a rare kind of academic leadership that institutions could do
more with: One that is committed to creating spaces where students can thrive as more
than the sum total of their grades; one that values joy over ceremony. Because long after
the degrees are framed and the marks forgotten, what stays with students is someone who
made them feel seen and heard. Someone like a pookie, on their side.
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WORDLY WISE
ONE-DAY CRICKET IS AN EXHIBITION. TEST
CRICKET IS AN EXAMINATION.
— HENRY BLOFELD

Two nations and a river

Delhi must talk tough with Beijing over China’s
construction of adam on Brahmaputra

ON]JULY 19, Chinese Premier Li Qiang travelled
toNyingchi in Tibet to launch the construction
of a 1.2 trillion yuan ($167.8 billion) mega hy-
dropower project on the Yarlung Tsangpo
River. This massive projectis being constructed
without prior consultation with lower ripar-
ian India, though its likely location in Medog
County is barely 30 km from the place the river
enters India and becomes the Siang, the main
channel of the Brahmaputra River system. The
project has several ominous implications for
India, but the Government of India has not
commented publicly on its construction.

While the project details have not been
made public by China, exceptits costand that
itwillinvolve five cascade hydropower plants,
Chinese media reports suggest thatit will gen-
erate nearly 300 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh)
of electricity annually, more than thrice the
designed capacity (88.2 billion kWh) of the
Three Gorges Dam in China, currently the
largest in the world. It would involve drilling
four to six 20-km tunnels and diversion of half
of the river’s flow.

India ought to be deeply concerned about
the downstream impact, which will manifest
in many ways. First, a project of this magni-
tude will inevitably interfere with the flow of
waters in the Brahmaputra. The contribution
of glacier melt, snow melt and precipitation
inTibet to the waters in the Siang could range
from 25 per cent to 35 per cent. There will be
significant impact downstream of any diver-
sion or pounding of water in Tibet, particu-
larly in the lean season. The construction of
five massive hydropower plants in cascade is
likely to involve reservoir-like structures, even
though it is claimed to be a run-of-the-river
project. Altering natural river flows will harm
aquatic ecosystems, fisheries, sedimentation,
and biodiversity hotspots.

Second, even more worrying is the risk of
flooding. While reservoirs can regulate floods,
unannounced or sudden releases of water
during heavy rainfall, or in a natural disaster
like an earthquake, to protect the structure,
can exacerbate downstream flooding, caus-
ing immense damage to life and property.

Third, this massive project involving tun-
nelling through fragile and young mountains
is being undertaken in an area classified as
Seismic Zone V (very high risk), which has
seen major deep and shallow earthquakes in
the past. Medog County lies within the

The present strategy of quiet
diplomacy with China is not
working. Strangely, none of
our readouts on recent high-
level conversations with
China have even mentioned
the Medog project. Looking
ahead, there must be strong
signalling of our deep
concerns about this project
to China, both through
diplomatic channels and in
public comments. If the roles
were reversed, there is
absolutely no possibility of
China being similarly
circumspect. It is also
worthwhile recalling how
forceful Pakistan has been in
dealings with India as a lower
riparian, even though we had
given generous terms under
the Indus Waters Treaty.
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Eastern Himalayan Syntaxis, a highly seis-
mic region influenced by the Himalayan
Frontal Thrust and local faults like the Medog
Fault. Challenges such as reservoir-induced
seismicity, tunnelling, geological miscalcu-
lations, and previous Chinese lapses in con-
struction quality (for instance, in the
Neelum-Jhelum project in Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir) leave zero margin for en-
gineering error — post-construction, there
will be an ever-present danger of disasters.

Fourth, China has leveraged its advantage
asa predominantly upper riparian vis-a-visits
neighbours and has mostly withheld mean-
ingful cooperation with downstream coun-
tries. For instance, China’s development of a
cascade of 12 smaller hydropower projectson
the Mekong (called Lancang in China) has led
to irregular fluctuations, drying out of areas,
and depletion of fish catches and fertile sedi-
mentation in the Lower Mekong Basin, affect-
ing Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and
Vietnam. This pattern of behaviour presages
foreseen and unforeseen consequences of the
proposed dam for India and Bangladesh.

Fifth, China’s track record of cooperation
under three MoUs with India over the past
two decades has been unsatisfactory. China
has suspended the supply of wet-season hy-
drographic data for the Brahmaputra and the
Sutlej from time to time. It has not agreed to
provide lean-season data, let alone discuss
broader cooperation like the sharing of wa-
ters of trans-border rivers. Not one collabora-
tive project has been undertaken under the
umbrella MOU for cooperation signed in 2013.

Finally, neither China nor India is a signa-
tory to the UN Convention on the Law of the
Non-Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses (1997). However, two key prin-
ciples of the Convention, “equitable and rea-
sonable utilisation” of shared waters and the
“obligation not to cause significant harm” to
downstream states, are a part of customary
international law. India has been aresponsible
co-riparian state, including with Pakistan,
even after the Indus Waters Treaty was putin
abeyance after the Pahalgam terrorist outrage.
The same cannot be said of China.

The present strategy of quiet diplomacy
with China is not working. Strangely, none of
our readouts on recent high-level conversa-
tions with China have even mentioned the
Medog project. Looking ahead, there must be

strong signalling of our deep concerns about
this project to China, both through diplomatic
channels and in public comments. If the roles
were reversed, there is absolutely no possibil-
ity of China being similarly circumspect. It is
also worthwhile recalling how forceful
Pakistan has been in dealings with India as a
lower riparian, even though we had given gen-
erous terms under the Indus Waters Treaty.

The scope of the dialogue with China must
be expanded beyond the issue of hydro-
graphic data. As an affected party, we have
every right to insist on full visibility on the
technical specifications of the project, its en-
vironmental impact studies and how China
proposes to tackle the seismic challenge. We
must push for transparent and broader trans-
boundary cooperation, similar to China’s en-
gagements with Kazakhstan onrivers like the
Ili and Irtysh, to protect our existing and pro-
posed user rights and other interests as a co-
riparian. Indeed, we should seek suspension of
work on the project until the relevant issues
have been addressed. There should be a clear
message that China undertaking a massive
project like this without taking on board our
legitimate concerns will have consequences
for bilateral relations.

We must undertake a series of activities on
our own. Considering the danger of floods and
reduction in lean-season flows, India has no
alternative but to create storage structures to
moderate the risks in the immediate down-
stream. India should reassess the quantum of
water contributed by major tributaries and lo-
cal hydrological systems using its remote sens-
ing datasets, geospatial modelling tools and
legacy hydrological data toreduce dependency
on upstream data from China. We have the
means and expertise to monitor the project
and make the findings of those studies public.

Finally, itis important to build a sustained
narrative about China’s unilateral actions in
the upstream and escalate the issue bilater-
ally as also in our broader messaging on India-
China relations. Our NGOs should raise this
matter in relevant international platforms.

We must appreciate that India’s circum-
spection could be seen by China as a sign of
weakness. This wouldn’t help in pursuing our
larger agenda of rebuilding bilateral relations
with our northern neighbour.

The writer is former ambassador to China

JIA._ L —
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(GENTLE CRUSADER

Sumit Chakravartty practised journalism with courage, conviction and generosity

SUMIT CHAKRAVARTTY, EMINENT journal-
ist and editor of Mainstream Weekly, passed
away in Kolkata on July 26. He was 79.
Chakravartty is survived by his wife, Gargi,
historian and CPIleader, and his son, Sagnik,
editor with Prasar Bharati’s DD India.
Chakravartty had been ailing for some time.
He had moved to Kolkata in September 2023
to be with family and close associates.
Asayoung man, Sumit had the unenviable
task of living up to his parents’ legacy. His
mother, Renu Chakravartty, was elected thrice
to the Lok Sabha and emerged as a “striking”
parliamentarian and trade union leader. She
was the niece of B CRoy;, first Chief Minister of
West Bengal, who inspired her to take up po-
litical work. Both parents shared the Oxbridge
connection and had joined the British
Communist Party as students. His father,
Nikhil Chakravartty, founded Mainstream in
1962. Over the years, it became a platform for
critical discourse in the country. He was the
“father figure” for the press freedom move-
ment; whether it was the Emergency (1975-
77) or the Defamation Bill (1989), he always
led from the front. He declined the Padma
Bhushan in 1990, saying “journalists should
not be identified with the establishment”.
Sumit’s legacy brought high expectations,
and public scrutiny. He was Patriot’s Moscow
correspondent and worked with The Daily be-

In 2004, I experienced
Sumit’s incredible integrity
as an editor. He published an
article I had written about a
top-notch politico's about-
turn from his professed
views. Notwithstanding the
bitterness it caused in his
relationship with the
politico, Sumit remained
resolute in my defence even
when he came under
vehement personal attack.

fore joining Mainstream. He came out with
flying colours by combining journalism and
activism. His journalism fostered informed
debate and gave space to diverse viewpoints,
while his activism was driven by values of
democracy, secularism, scientific temperand
Gandhian antyodaya. From Singur to Bhima
Koregaon — statements, appeals, reports and
documents were featured in Mainstream.

Sumit was a one-man army. We had
launched the Working Group on Alternative
Strategies (WGRAS) — a voluntary civil soci-
ety initiative — in March 1992 to work on
policy alternatives for an equitable develop-
ment paradigm. Sumit was a founder mem-
ber of its core group, and [ was its convener.
But we were soon overtaken by events. With
the destruction of the Babri Masjid, our full
attention turned to communal harmony.
Senior journalist Dileep Padgaonkar had ap-
pealed for the Prime Minister to lead a citi-
zens’ march on Rajpath on January 26, 1993,
for communal harmony, similar to the one
held on January 26, 1963, after the Chinese
aggression. We waited, but nothing was hap-
pening. So, on the night of January 25, 1993,
WGRAS issued an appeal, calling for a citi-
zens’ march. It was successfully completed
from Vijay Chowk to Amar Jawan Jyoti at
India Gate, and we sent out a very positive
signal across the country.

In 2004, I experienced Sumit's incredible
integrity as an editor. He published an article
I had written about a top-notch politico’s
about-turn from his professed views.
Notwithstanding the bitterness it caused in
his relationship with the politico, Sumit re-
mained resolute in my defence even when he
came under vehement personal attack.

In 2008, a documentary film project of
mine was facing rough weather. One day we
met at the India International Centre and he
said he wanted to talk to me. We walked to
Lodhi Garden and sat on a bench. Sumit took
out his chequebook and wrote out a cheque
of Rs 2 lakh for me. I protested, but he would
not listen. “I know the problem you are facing;
give it back when you can,” he said. That was
the man, helpful to a fault,and one who would
internalise the problems of his close associ-
ates as his own.

Sumit donated the print issues of
Mainstream from 1962 to 2020 to the Archives
of Contemporary India at Ashoka University.
His spirited journalism-activism, in which he
invested his gentle, simple, sensitive, grounded
and noble lifeblood, has now moved into the
digital space and is published every week.

The writer is editor, Citizens First Television,
and convener, Working Group on
Alternative Strategies, New Delhi
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PuNjAB ELECTIONS

THE PUNJAB GOVERNOR, Arjun Singh, said
elections in the state were in the offing. When
asked whether the atmosphere was ripe for
elections, after the widely hailed accord for
Punjab, he said that the word “atmosphere”
was vague. The elections would depend on the
“totality of circumstances” in the state.

AISSF TA1LKS

ALMOST ALLMEMBERS of the All-India Sikh
Students Federation who are not facing
charges of violence or waging a war against
the government may be released soon. The

government is considering their cases.
Following the agreement between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Akali Dal chief
Harchand Singh Longowal, the release of all
such persons will help the Akali leadership
in pacifying the youth and also inimplement-
ing the accord. Former CM Parkash Singh
Badal and SGPC chief G S Tohra had objected
to the accord on multiple grounds.

LOOTING IN KAMPALA

THE NEW MILITARY rulers of Uganda on
Sunday suspended the constitution, dissolved
Parliament, closed the borders and warned
civilians to remain indoors as looting intensi-

fied in the capital. There was no estimate of
the monetary loss. Several shops of Asians
have also been affected.

JK CM SUMMONED

A change of government in Jammu and
Kashmir appears to be in the offing. The Chief
Minister, G M Shah has been summoned to
Delhi along with his wife, Khalida Shah, pres-
ident of the NC(K). According to circles close to
the ruling party, the Chief Minister has been
summoned by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
toapprise him about the views of Congress (I)
MLAs who have been openly demanding
withdrawal of support to Shah’s government.
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A compass, not a verdict

ICJ’s advisory opinion invests global climate obligations with more than moral weight. India must
navigate litigation risks, enforcement gaps, and fossil fuel dilemmas; align duty with dignity

SYED AKBARUDDIN

FOR ONCE, A ruling of the International Court
of Justice (IC]) at The Hague is making waves
inHyderabad. In arare instance of policy res-
onance, the advisory opinion on climate
change delivered by the 15-judge panel of
the IC] on July 23 has sparked conversation
far beyond decision-makers in India. The ICJ’s
unanimous declaration of climate change as
an existential threat is being discussed not
only in think tanks in Delhi and boardrooms
in Mumbai, but also among environmentally
conscious students in Patancheru, Telangana,
where [ teach public policy.

The case was initiated by Vanuatu, a
Pacificisland nation with a population of just
3,00,000. In March 2023, it led a coalition of
small island states to secure consensual ap-
proval from the United Nations General
Assembly to ask the IC] two questions: What
are states legally required to do to address
climate change, and what are the conse-
quences if they do not fulfil these duties?

Over 130 countries joined as co-sponsors.
India did notjoin, butit did not oppose it either.
This cautious posture reflects India’s complex
position in global climate diplomacy.

India’s hesitation did not stem from dis-
interest. Rather, it reflected clear-eyed re-
alism. As a developing nation still working
to ensure universal access to electricity,
healthcare, and employment, India under-
takes a difficult balancing act. Unlike indus-
trialised countries, India has not benefited
from centuries of fossil fuel-powered
growth. Although its total emissions are ris-
ing, per capita emissions remain among the
lowest globally. Many households still rely
on biomass for cooking and face irregular
power supply.

Despite these constraints, India has taken
ambitious climate actions. By 2030, it aims
for half its electricity to come from renew-
ables. Emissions intensity has declined, af-
forestation has expanded, and electric buses
now run in several Indian cities, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad.
India leads the International Solar Alliance
and the Mission LiFE campaign promoting
sustainable consumption. During its G20
presidency, it ensured that climate finance
remained in the global spotlight.

These are not peripheral gestures. They
are structural shifts. By any fair measure,
India has done more with less. By contrast,
Canada emits seven times more per capita
and continues to expand its oil sands pro-
duction. Australia, a major coal exporter, sets
modest domestic targets while profiting
from global emissions. Considering historical
responsibility, economic capacity, and pres-
ent-day ambition, India’s efforts stand out.

Yet, the sweeping IC] opinion, though not
legally binding, will have consequences for
India. It draws not only on climate treaties
but also on the United Nations Charter, cus-
tomary international law, the law of the sea,
and human rights law. The Court affirms that
states have obligations to prevent environ-

mental harm, reduce emissions, adapt to cli-
mate impacts, and cooperate internationally.
These duties are no longer moral appeals.
They carry legal weight.

The Court also ruled that climate change
violates rights to life, health, and housing.
States must act based on the best available
science, adopt ambitious national plans,and
may be legally compelled to strengthen
them. Failure to act could invite claims for
climate damage. Subsidies for polluting fuels
are now within legal scrutiny. The opinion
does not just outline obligations, it opens the
door to legal consequences.

For communities that have long suffered
without recourse, this is a potential game
changer. It affirms the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities. India has
long argued that those who contributed
most to climate change must do more to ad-
dress it. The IC] has now given that argument
legal grounding. It will bolster developing
countries in global negotiations.

Yet, the new legal terrain raises at least
three public policy challenges for India.

First is legal preparedness. Indian courts
already interpret the right to a healthy envi-
ronment as part of the right to life. The IC]
ruling may spur a wave of litigation demand-
ing stronger climate action or even compen-
sation. The Indian state could also face law-
suits from within or from affected
neighbouringisland states. Anticipating such
claims will be vital for legal and policy sta-
bility. Otherwise, a torrent of litigation could
emerge without clear legal standards.

Second is enforcement. India’s environ-

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

Yet, the sweeping ICJ opinion,
though not legally binding,
will have consequences for
India. It draws not only on
climate treaties but also on the
United Nations Charter,
customary international law,
the law of the sea, and human
rights law. The Court affirms
that states have obligations to
prevent environmental harm,
reduce emissions, adapt to
climate impacts, and
cooperate internationally.
These duties are no longer
moral appeals. They carry
legal weight.

CR Sasikumar

mental laws are strong on paper but patchy
in practice. Pollution control agencies remain
underfunded and compliance varies widely
across different states and sectors. The ICJ has
reinforced the importance of due diligence.
Strengthening regulatory capacity must now
become a national priority.

Third is the issue of fossil fuel subsidies.
These remain crucial for economically vul-
nerable households, especially for cooking
gas and kerosene. But they also delay the
shift to cleaner alternatives. The IC] opinion,
including the separate declaration ap-
pended by Judge Dalveer Bhandari of India,
makes clear that subsidies have legal as well
as fiscal implications. India must rethink
how it provides support to the poor with-
out locking them into polluting fuels. That
will demand both financial resources and
policy innovation.

The diplomatic challenge lies in aligning
climate ambition with fairness. India must
continue taking climate action while de-
fending the context of its development
needs. Climate justice must not become a
new form of injustice.

The milestone IC] opinion is not just a ver-
dict from afar, but a compass. It signals the
end of voluntary climate ambition and in-
vites all countries to chart a harder, but fairer
course. For India, the challenge now is to align
duty with dignity and ambition with justice.

The writer is former permanent
representative of India to the

United Nations, and dean, Kautilya School
of Public Policy, Hyderabad

A just equilibrium

Presidential Reference to SC can help redraw boundaries between institutions

ASHWANI KUMAR

THE UPCOMING HEARING in the Supreme
Court of the Presidential Reference arising
from the Court’s judgment in The State of
Tamil Nadu vs The Governor of Tamil Nadu
(2025) is of seminal constitutional signifi-
cance. This is because of the perceived en-
croachment of the states’ defined sovereign
functions and the troubling non-observance
of conventional discipline in the exercise of
high constitutional power. The Court’s advi-
sory opinion, though not binding, will have
significant persuasive value for the exercise
of sovereign power by the states and the cen-
tral government in the future.

Inits adjudicatory decision, the Court has
indicted the Tamil Nadu Governor for with-
holding assent for an unreasonably long time
to bills passed by the Legislative Assembly. It
held that his conduct was unconstitutional
and it was permissible for the Court to read
into the silences of the Constitution an im-
plicit obligation on the Governor’s part to ex-
ercise constitutional discretion reasonably
and impartially. Relying on government cir-
culars, the Court held that decisions by the
Governor and the President concerning as-
sent to bills are required to be taken within
three months of the date of receipt of the
government’s recommendation for assent.

The judgment is unexceptionable for its
constitutional logic as far as the Governor’s
conduct is concerned. However, the exten-
sion of the Court’s reasoning to the exer-
cise of presidential prerogatives and its

suggestion to the President to seek the
Court’s advisory opinion “when deciding
on bills reserved by the Governor” is
fraught and open to interrogation for judi-
cial overreach. This is because the
President’s prerogatives were not directly
in question before the Court and because
the President’s sovereign power operates
in a different realm and on a different plane
in our constitutional scheme. As the repos-
itory of the highest sovereign power, the
President is entitled to the fullest presump-
tion of regularity in the performance of
constitutional duties, unaffected by the as-
sumed possibility of an irregular exercise
of power. Inspired by national imperatives
generally not amenable to judicially man-
ageable standards, the nature of the
President’s functions place the head of
state in a unique position that does not
warrant equivalence with the Governor,
who holds office at the pleasure of the
President as her representative in the state.
Itis not surprising, therefore, thatin a clear
disapproval of the Court’s judgment, the
President has sought the Court’s advisory
opinion on the key constitutional issues
that emanate from its decision.

The core question raised in the Reference
concerns the “constitutional boundaries of
executive and judicial authority”, which are
fundamental to the republic’s constitutional
arrangement. Pertinently, because the
Court’s advisory opinion cannot displace a
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binding judicial precedent, the Reference is
seen as an opening for a review of the judg-
ment or justification for a possible legislative
initiative to insulate the President from the
restraints imposed by the Court, should the
advisory opinion be at variance with the ra-
tio and reasoning in the Tamil Nadu case in so
far asit relates to the President.

The Reference also seeks the Court’s view
on several specific and substantial questions
of publicimportance. These include whether
“... the judiciary can modify or override con-
stitutional powers exercised by the President
or Governor through Article 142", which con-
fers upon the Supreme Court judicial power
of the widest amplitude. Despite its internal
coherence and unimpeachable logic in rela-
tion to the conduct of the Governor, the
Court’s decision can be questioned for its di-
rections (cloaked as a suggestion) to the
President to seek its advice under Article 143
onlegalissues impinging on the legality of bills
requiring presidential assent. This has been
critiqued, not unreasonably, as an unwar-
ranted judicial intervention in the exercise of
sovereign discretion, not necessitated by the
scope of the legal challenge that was limited to
the conduct of the Governor of Tamil Nadu.
This part of the judgment can also be faulted
in view of the established processes of deci-
sion-making by the President, including those
pertaining to legal counsel.

Judicial intervention in policy choices of
the government/Parliament and in the exer-

cise of sovereign power, unless palpably
malafide, has raised questions about the bal-
ance of constitutional power. The necessity
of restraint in the exercise of judicial power
has been reiterated by the Court in the Tamil
Nadu case itself, holding that [in] “the exer-
cise of self-imposed restraint... courts do not
venture into areas of governance in which
the Constitution gives a prerogative solely to
the executive.” Chief Justice B R Gavai, in his
recent address at the Oxford Union, is re-
ported to have endorsed a balanced exercise
of judicial power.

Judges, made wise by experience, disci-
plined by law and elevated by knowledge, are
expected to weigh and balance competing
values, a function central to their role. The na-
tion trusts the sagacity of the highest court to
configure a just constitutional equilibrium of
power so that the country’s democratic or-
der is not held hostage to the unfettered im-
pulses of any single branch of the Indian state.
As the nation’s conscience-keeper, the Court
is expected to vindicate this trust by the con-
sistency and moral integrity of its judgments
and by guarding against the “juridification of
politics and politicisation of the judiciary”.
We know that it is in the wisdom of the wise
that enduring answers to some of the vexed
questions of our time will be found.

The writer is senior advocate, Supreme
Court and former Union Minister for Law and
Justice. Views are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Macron is right: Only a two-state solution, in which a Palestinian state is
established, will enable a normal life for the two nations living between the

Mediterranean and the Jordan River.”

— HAARETZ, ISRAEL

Swordplay in
the dark

AVice President’s exit that could have been about
bigger things. An Opposition whose best hope is
that government’s cracks have started showing

VANDITA MISHRA

WHY DID VICE President Jagdeep
Dhankhar resign suddenly, at the end of the
first working day of the Monsoon Session of
Parliament? The question is riveting. But
unfortunately, as we look for answers, I'af-
faire Dhankhar allows us a very limited
range of wondering.

As Vice President and Rajya Sabha
chairman, and as Governor of West Bengal
before that, Dhankhar spoke the lines
scripted by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, almost as if they had written them
out for him. In West Bengal, he took on the
elected Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee,
every day, firming up a template for the dis-
abling politics practised by other BJP-ap-
pointed governors in Opposition-ruled
states. At the Centre, he confronted the
Opposition and the Judiciary loudly and
persistently, and weaponised the Rajya
Sabha rule book to stifle debate. There
seemed to be little or no daylight between
the positions of Dhankhar and the Modi
government. Up till now.

So, now that a crack is showing, wide
enough for Dhankhar to have made his un-
ceremonious exit, or for him to have been
eased out abruptly — no one seems to be
taking the health reasons he cited for his
resignation seriously — in a so far unbro-
ken facade, there is an opening.

All the fevered speculation in the last
week about why the former V-P quit his
job, however, boils down to this: Perhaps,
hidden in plain sight, Dhankhar had over-
played the hand he had been dealt by the
Modi government, and a regime that main-
tains tight control over its ministers and
MPs and also over constitutional authori-
ties, could not let it be.

The story of the V-P’s exit could have
been more interesting than this. Arguably,
it could still be.

It could have been that Dhankhar has
done something that has not been done so
far to a third-term government with a mes-
sianic self-image, which gives no quarter
to the dissenter and lays all its opponents
low, a government that loses no opportu-
nity to assert its absolute power absolutely.
It could have been that Dhankhar has spo-
ken truth — or even better, the Constitution
— to power, from within. And that, having
successfully subdued the Opposition, and
its own ministers and MPs, the government
has now come up against a pushback from
the less bendable constitutional authority.

That'’s a tantalising possibility, still. But
thereisaproblem, and it is this: Nothing in
Dhankhar’s public record till now, in the
state or at the Centre, supports this theory.
A modicum of publicness and transparency
— completely missing from this episode so
far — would also have been intrinsic to a
power-drunk government being shown

the red lines by a constitutional authority.

What we are left with, then, isadrama,
less real and more imagined, of mincing
moves on the chessboard of power and pol-
itics that ostensibly led to the V-P’s exit. This
shape-shifting drama is set against the
backdrop of the newly reconvened
Parliament, where large issues and funda-
mental concerns have lined up — from
unanswered questions about Operation
Sindoor to fears of disenfranchisement of
large numbers of voters touched off by the
Election Commission’s ongoing Special
Intensive Revision of electoral rolls in Bihar.

As the Monsoon Session enters its sec-
ond week, on one side is the shadow-play
over Dhankhar’s exit, and on the other side
an Opposition clutching at opportunities
for small point-scoring even as it struggles
to get a grip on the larger story.

Leaders of the Opposition have proposed
to host a farewell dinner for Dhankhar, os-
tensibly to embarrass the government, twist
the knife in. But on the SIR in Bihar, the
Congress-led Opposition’s legitimate criti-
cisms of the Election Commission’s imprac-
tical timelines in a poll-bound state are in
danger of being clouded by its internal dis-
unity. And by Rahul Gandhi’s loose and
lurching pot shots at the EC.

In Gujarat, on Saturday, Gandhi report-
edly said the ECwas like a “cheating cricket
umpire” and that Congress defeats in the
2017 and 2022 assembly polls in the state
also had to do with manipulated voter lists
— this is blame-laying in retrospect, Gandhi
never said so earlier. To be sure, there is
room for overblown rhetoric when aleader
speaks to his party — Gandhi was address-
ing the newly appointed presidents of the
Congress's district and city units. But by
lashing out at the EC so widely in an at-
tempt to let Congress off the hook, he also
risks undermining the substantive case his
party and others in the Opposition are
making on the haphazard conduct of the
SIRin Bihar by the EC.

In Gujarat, Congress has failed to
stanch the flow of Congressmen to the BJP
camp, to an extent that voters distrust the
party's ability to hold its own in the state,
quite literally. As in many other states, it
has failed to challenge BJP dominance
through new ideas, or through a new set
of leaders. Its messaging has been incon-
sistent, lacking follow-up on the ground.
It has not been able to live down the short-
comings and mistakes of its own govern-
ments in the past. Not one of those issues
can be fixed by turning the focus to
voter lists.

The ongoing SIR in Bihar is a different
story, where the ECis fumbling visibly. But
by setting up the fight with a constitutional
authority so indiscriminately, Congress
makes it harder for itself to ask the more
pointed questions to the EC.

Both the V-P exit drama about shadowy
things, and the loose balls Congress is
throwing at the EC, are part of the same
story. For an Opposition still flailing to seize
the initiative, the best hope is that, in its
third term, the government’s cracks have
started showing.

vandita.mishra@expressindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLIMATE ACTION

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A wel-
come nudge’ (IE, July 28). Recently, the
IC] delivered alandmark advisory opin-
ion holding nations accountable for their
greenhouse gas emissions, recognising
the urgent and existential threat being
faced by the world. While the IC] opinion
is not binding, it could influence nations
to push for stronger climate action. A
polluted environment, owing to
changes in the physical, chemical, and
biological conditions, directly affects
mental and physical health, making sur-
vival difficult. Article 12 of the Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and Article 6(1) of the Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights provide the right to
enjoy the highest attainable standards
of physical and mental health.

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

UK FTA TEMPLATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Carry it
forward’ (IE, July 28). India made con-
certed efforts to negotiate a trade deal
with the UK and arrived at a Free Trade
Agreement. This agreement will boost
trade practices beneficial to both coun-
tries. A similar process may be adopted
to encourage good economic relations
with other nations. This will help pro-
mote our economic growth, enhance
employment opportunities and
strengthen international ties. At pres-
ent, there is a significant trade imbal-
ance with many countries, which needs

review and corrective measures.
Emphasis should be laid on increasing
exports by maintaining proper balance.

Subhash Vaid, New Delhi

DIVERSIFY TRADE TIES

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Be uncer-
tainty-ready’, (IE, 28 July 2025). The use
of tariffs by the Trump administration
and its numerous warnings to India and
other BRICS nations should be a wake-
up call for Indian foreign policy. The tar-
iffs might still be uncertain but what is
certain is that a trade deal won’t be as
easy as the FTA India just signed with the
UK. India must have flexible diplomatic
relations with small or developing na-
tions as well in order to have access to
their markets. Even though it may not
substitute the forex received from major
developed countries, it will at least ab-
sorb the damage caused by high tariffs.
Daksh Solanki, New Delhi

RURAL TALENT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The creativ-
ity curriculum’ (IE, July 28). It rightly
highlights the need to nurture creativ-
ity for Viksit Bharat, 2047. But if we are
truly aiming for transformation, we
must go beyond CBSE. State boards and
government schools must be integrated
into this creative vision. In the fading
classrooms of rural India lies raw talent,
silenced by outdated pedagogy and a
lack of resources.

Zainab Irshad, Patna
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Rural Works Department

NIT Corrigendum
don, of B Corrigendum No.-4

Memo No. Hoso(Horaofoygedomio— 22-13 / 2025

Reference to the Netice Inviting Tender Mo- BWD/SEY HOYET/D32025-2026 (PR-007751
(RW D} 2025-26), due to unavoidable circumstances, the important date and time far this NIT are
being hereby extended as per following table.

Desc__r_rl_g:'r_tlun Puhllsh_e_a _E_l;te & Trrne

g 5 { 2

Emem:-lg l:f._ate & Time :

Fram: 14.07,.2025 to From: 14.07.2025 to

—
Dawnloading of Bidding 29.07.2025 (09:00hrsto | 31.07.2025 (09:00 hrs

Lk i
S T 15:00 hrs) to 15:00hrs)
Cnline Bid Submission end date | 29.07.2025 up to 15:00 hrs EI.G?.EUIirLISﬂ- SR
31.07.2025 at
nline Bid opening date 9072025 23
Unline Bid opening date . (ds at 15230 hrs 15:30 hrs
Pre Bid Meeting at concerned 28.07 2025 From 1500 hre 30.07.7035

office of Superintending Engineer

Al other information as mentioned in the advertisement will remain wnattered. This
corrigendum will be addendum to the original NIT,

PR. No. 009713 (RWD) 25-26 Engineer in Chief

9] & Y, 997 T w wiEniedh  Rural Works Department

Govt. %% of Bihar
Government Engineering College Jehanabad

Science, Technology & Technical Education Dept., Govt. of Bihar
Inviting Short-term e-Tender Notice

(Through e-Procurement mode only www.eproc2.bihar.gow.in)
E-Tender Motice No-GEC/LAB/01/2025-26/]ehanabad

Name of work: “Supply of Lab Equipments for Electrical Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering Department at the GEC, Jehanabad.”

Estimated Cost of Tender
; Earnest
Sl. cast tender processing Fee
Scope of work Money {In
Mo. {In document | [Mon-Refundable) . ]
_ upees
Rupees) (in Rupees) [inclusive GST) ?
Supply of Lab Equipments | '
ik ek Rs. 1000.00 Rs. 590.00
for Electrical Engineering . Rz,
1 hA [(One {Five hundred
Cepartrment at the GEC, - 1,40,000.00
thowsand) Minety)
lehanabad
Supply of Lab Equipments
PRY AP Rs. 1000.00 Rs. 3540.00
for Mechanical . Rs.
2 _ _ NA (One {Five hundred
Engineering Department ticiariol Ningtyl 2,00,000.00
ousan ing
at the GEC, Jehanabad !
Tender Schedule/Program
5. Event Description | Date/Time: Duration
1 | Last date & time of : Till 22 /08,2025 up to 03:00 PM, on
downloading the RFP | https:/feproc2 bihar.govin portal
Pre-bid meeting 14/08/2025 at 11 AM
Submission {upload) of online | 22/08/2025 till 5 PM, onhttps://eproc2 bihar.govin
bidding document. portal
4 | Submisston of EMD Online/Offline by 22/08/2025 to Principal Office, GEC
|
| lehanabad
5  Opening of Technical Bid 23/08/2025 on https:/feproc? bihargov.in portal
& | Dpening of Financial Bid 25/08/2025 on https:/feprac2. bihar.govin portal
7 | Pre- bid meeting venue Conference Hall, Government Engineering College,
lehanabad, Walipur, Hulasganj, lehanabad -804407
B  Contact person | 5ri Bhaskra Nand, Asst. Prof. (CSE), Government

| Engmgpfmg College Jehanabad

| Mabile No. - 9006557345
l Emall ID- prlntlpa'i-ﬂgeqehanahad ac.in

9 _M.Ethﬂ.'iﬂ of SEi'E'I;til:}n | Leas.t Cost Selectmnlu:sll

® Note:-Government Engineering College, Jehanabad reserves the right to
Accept/Cancel/Reschedule tenders without assigning any reasons.

Far further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

PR- 009542 | Sci & TECH ) 2025-26 Principal
T & AR, gate w¢ g uftaw) GEC Jehanabad
forer o1Ed neneya Jieden fadmr foere fo

(FIER T 1 9T v h
R e & s, T =

Mohbile No- 8293763916, E-mail- eebuidcogaya@gmail.com —

P06 feifre s HaAl
ffaren s e (E-E2RM BT www.eproc2 bihar govin )

| fasmem s @ W T e yfatan e, qeel, ()
T FHERTEY 9 | et &

[T T - /-

A, T |

2 [afer awias w5 ol 6 ffa faAd— 01 /08 /2025

5 ol wrram araaets o W s fsts ot c08 /2005 W 15 /08 /2025 ® 1700
i @ | |on website www.eprocZ_bihar.govin)

4 WA HifeT W e TATE— 04.08:2025 90 11,00 T2 -
FraAd T, gata e e ()|
EME—1506.2025 & 17.00 79 7%

Lon website waseproc - bihar gowving

TTie— 18082025 F 17.00 Tl & 418

\an website waw.eprocl, I:-|ha-r S

T dtE & e ® e

lon website wweproc2 bihargowin )

& Hagh 5T [Ffaer avas & 9 e mid/ aay

6§ ThetEl W T W

7 firfra dte e o Ry e

foF-18.082025 & 1600 701 OF

1 W FEAES, ER Ed anarn
fergrer el o (gaey) dve o @A
%, TR JF. TS-800001, e,
TERT B FE |

2 gftmTar ST, T, gEW] @ e |
T TR THET H SRS &

B ATEF Tl TUH-TH Existing Committment (e H)
o Boy @ 52 W I g o w3
sftrm R /o e

=]

www.eproc2. bihar.gov.in 7% ST 9 HF1 8 |
fireger @] state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar @ wra @1 @7 I 81
PR- 009653 (BUIDCO) 202526

991 9 994 &1 & Uh & SUER, @WWW?IWW

9wl w1 frgem— L T |
oy Pis B Processing %
e § Fes
" w1l @1 VIR i ﬂ:gﬁ w e i [jﬂn:":fg
il {wd #) (w0 ) ot} | payment | H
{ (o d) | (v | 7T
|:'H| |:f:| ‘:;llg:l
aré A, 53 A g (4§ ooOW @ | ' ;
gl e A 11 a1z
‘i B gy W e & e 9 i
Fid gy uféan qemefod Sion | 642716000 | 12850000 | 11,800.00 |
SCRCRETLE Eprs
(i Friden)
414 A a4 "ol amEfies w9 |
5 4 &8 w2 P e s s
oy 7@ et @ G (gF | 1148632000 | 2,29.800.00 | 17,700.00 | g Am
T:Ir-'!f -'|:| Eproc
ad ®lol 9 # el Fas
g | 5 A 4¢84 £ gu i
© | T delE vy o fododio | 853496900 | 17070000 | 11,800.00 ¥ | e
Ty &1 i Eprac
T foem T 9 s
Fortw faew ST & g3ad
g Wofo & o A e R
Hofo 7 fdw We i iz
4. | FUEAM F UY OF v w e As Per
wd Fya Wg worrm yare & wy | O LRToW | 10850000 | 1180000 Eprge | O TIE
$ 99wy e & W
B @9e % O
fiodfladdio v va e P
T qard R awld
" CERTRERER R LR o
WA TS WA | 0023200 | 14010000 | 17,700.00 ¥l sE
fowtowio s wa el @ o | _ _ gide _
faver Ffagr smismr s faamfi -H'-!HL' r www.buidco.in

Noida: Dabloo Yadav, a wanted
gangster facing several cases in
Bihar was gunned downinapo-
lice encounter in UP's Hapur dis-

trictin the early hours of Monday;,
officials said. The shootout took
place in the Simbhaoli police sta-
tion area. ENS

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF

ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

e-Procurement TENDER NOTICE

Bids are invited for the Spec. No. e-EHVT- 5/2025 for Supply, erection, testing and
commissioning of transmission infrastructure required for establishment of 225MW/
450MWh Battery Energy Storage System at existing 400/220/132KV Jammalamadugu Sub
station on LS basis. Tenders available in https://www.apeprocurement.gov.in from
28.7.2025 at 15.00 Hrs. Ph. No. 0866-2429232, Extn.: 2057/2071.

R. O. No. : 4295PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Sd/- Chief Engineer/Projects/VS/Vijayawada

wreea waee Fm ferles
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD,

RATHA UNDERTAKING DF DONT. OF INDLA)

) i Dl 10

TAT1 W AT 9] (A

[ i A Epbaty My N3 Chocs Wl Sl
NOTICE FI'I.I'H'TI'IHG E- TENDER

CONCOR invites E-Tender in Two Packet Systam of tendering far the following wark: -

Tandar Ko CON/ArealENGGIVIZAGIE-ET000/2025-26

Mame of Wk Carssuction of sickling shed for ROH faclity and alied warks
2 MMLE Vizag

Ezfimated Crst Rs. 100677 Lakhs (including GST)

Completfion Pamod 12 [Twalva) Months
Eamast Monay Depasit | Rs.6,55,400000 (Rupees Sy Lakbs Fifty Trves Thousard Faur Hundnad only)
Costal Terder Dacument iRon-rekindabla) | HIL
Tendar Pracessing Fae (Ner-refundatie | Re.3, 5400 jinchusive sl texas & dubes through e-paymand)
Dabea pf sala of Tender (onfina) { 29,07.2025 [from 15:00 hrs.} to 19.08,2025 [upto 17:00 hrs.)

19.28.2035 up to 17:00 hes,
Diate & Time of Opening of Tender, [ 21.08.2025 at 11:00 hrs.

Far francial elgity oritens. ewperience with rezpect to simiar nature of work, etc, please refer to detaikd
terder nolice avalisble on webslis wewoconcorindiaco.n bt e complele tender document can b
conwniizacied from webabe weew. tendersézard, eamiCCR. ondy. Furfes, Corngendumfddeandum o this Terdse
if amy, Wil B published an websle waw.comoorindiaco.in. wewisndersizard comiCCIL &d Cerdral
Frocirament Portal [SFF) anty. Newspaper presa advertissment shall nol be fsaued for the sama.

Execitive Director (Projects) Phone No,-011-41222500

Dale & Time of submissan af Ternde

HAPUR- WANTEDGANGSTERKILEDINENCONTER - Tjgalmer: Class 1 student dies, two

injured as school gate falls on them

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JULY 28

A CLASS 1 student died and two oth-
ers were injured when the main gate
of a school and the column holding it
fell on them in Jaisalmer on Monday
afternoon, officials said.

The incident took place at the
Government Girls' Senior Secondary
School in Poonamnagar village after
classes ended for the day at around 1
pm Monday. The student who died has
been identified as Arbaaz Khan.
According to officials, he had come
there from his school and was waiting
for his sister. Another student, Priya,
and teacher Ashok Kumar Soni sus-
tained injuries.

Following Arbaaz’s death, his rela-
tives protested outside the school.

Education Minister Madan Dilawar
said that after classes, Arbaaz had gone
to his sister's school and was waiting for
her when the incident happened.
“When he entered the gate, its pillar sud-

denly fell and killed him on the spot. The
teacher who sustained severe injuriesin
his leg is undergoing treatment. It is a
very sad incident...,” Dilawar said.

He said that instructions have al-
ready beenissued to Education officers
to prevent a repeat of the incident. “I
repeat, this is the monsoon season and
many places are witnessing heavy
rainfall. Hence, there is a need to exer-
cise extreme caution,” he said.

The incident comes three days af-
ter the collapse of a roof in a Jhalawar
school on Friday morning left seven
students dead and around three dozen
injured.

Expressing his condolences to the
child’s family, former chief minister
Ashok Gehlot said, “The death of anin-
nocent student due to the collapse of
a school gate in Jaisalmer is extremely
tragic. After the Jhalawar tragedy, the
recurrence of a student's death in this
manner should be amatter of concern
for the state government. The rainy
season is currently ongoing. I urge
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal ji to take swift

action so that no other innocent life is
lost.”

In the aftermath of the Jhalawar
tragedy, the Union Education Ministry
had written to the Chief Secretaries of
all states and Union Territories, direct-
ing them to undertake a safety audit of
all schools.

“All schools and public facilities
used by children and youth must un-
dergo safety audits in accordance with
national safety codes and disaster
management guidelines. Structural in-
tegrity, along with fire safety, emer-
gency exits, and electrical wiring, must
be thoroughly assessed,” the ministry
had said.

The Rajasthan government, too, has
announced various measures aimed at
avoiding a repeat of the Jhalawar inci-
dent, including the constitution of spe-
cial committees to review the safety of
government schools, colleges, govern-
ment buildings, roads, and so on.

Itis also tasked with ensuring that
repair work is completed before June
15 each year.

Telangana MLAs, MPs
to meet Murmu over
BC reservation Bills

Building Construction Department
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

CONGRESS MLAS and MPs from Telangana are set to leave for
Delhi to meet President Draupadi Murmu to demand the pass-
ing of two Bills that provide for 42% reservation for Backward

The Bills were passed in March in the state Assembly and
were sent to Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev Varma for his as-
sent. Varma then sent the Bills to the President for assent on

The decision was taken after a five-hour Cabinet meeting,.
Briefing the media after the Cabinet meeting, minister Ponnam
Prabhakar said, “On August 5, 6 and 7, under the leadership of
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, a delegation of Congress MLAs
and MPs and other Opposition leaders in the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha will seek appointment with the President.”

The Bills provide for 42% reservation for BCs in education, em-
ploymentand local body polls. Telangana, as per a High Court or-
der, has to conductits civic polls by August 30. “As we have to con-
duct the local body polls by August 30, we have to get the
President’s assent for the Bills soon,” Prabhakar said. He said that
the Bills cannot be struck down for breaching the 50% reserva-
tion cap. “When there is empirical data for the population of BCs,
reservation should be based on this population data. Already, the
50% cap is breached with EWS quota.” Telangana’s caste survey
had revealed that the population of BCs is at 56.3% in the state.

Rural Works Department
NIT Corrigendum
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HYDERABAD, JULY 28
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CONSTRUCTION DIVISION-1 T NOTICE INVITING OPEN TENDER against shuttler
Cin behalf of Regional Railway Manager, Regional Mechanical Engineer, o
i BUI_L_DIM; EPNSTRUETIGH DEPA'HTMENT' PATNA, : ; Madgao-Goa, invites open tender electronically in E-tander through LakShya Sen 1n
MNational Competitive bidding by e-tendering on website www.eproc.bihargowv.in website www.ireps.gov.in for the works Manufacturing, crimping , testing
Re-E-tender Notice and supply of Hydraulic /| Pneumatic hoses and its end fittings for Track 1 1
Machinez, DETC's , BMVY's , MEMU's, Loco's, M&P and other rolling blrth Certlﬁcate
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5 Date and time of opaning of | After disposal of Technical bid | After disposal of Technical bid Completion peried of Werk 19 moaiths from date of LOA competent authorities, which
tender (Financial Bid) from Departmental Tender frem Departmental Tender Cost of Tender document on cashiby post ML found no material to proceed
Compmittee L Lzt L Date and time for submission of Lpto 15:00 hirs or 18.08:2025 further. No fresh evidence has
All ather conditions will remain uncha nged. Executive Engineer, tender and opening of tender ' - since come to light...”
2 ey Website particulars notice board 2 :
PR. No. 009560 (BCD) 2025-26 Construction Division-1, BCD Patna Sesciatlon errabater sttt Above IEiTE-.::r?:Irzr:: ;.:-nw.rr:l-.EPS sif Lal;l;?l;at(s)gn zc;llilrtrlissaéil.OELI:lF
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national standing, having repre-
sented India in international

Yashwantrao Chavan

—— Maharashtra Open University, Nashik
(NAAC Accredited ‘A’ Grade)
‘Dnyangangotri, Govardhan, Nashik—-422 222
= : (0253) 2230024, 2231476, 2230107 Fax : 2230470

badminton tournaments and
having earned multiple acco-
lades, including medals at the
Commonwealth Games and
BWEF international events. To
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Tender No. : PUR/2025-26/106

University invites Tender for the work to Design,
Development, Implementation and Maintenance of
Blockchain Secured Financial Management System
(BSFMS) worth Rs. 7.50 Crore (PUR/2025-26/106).

Interested suppliers has to be enrolled on portal
https://mahatenders.gov.in before downloading the tender

documents and participate in tendering. E_tender

compel such individuals who
have maintained an unblem-
ished record and brought dis-
tinction to the country through
sustained excellence, to undergo
the ordeal of a criminal trial in
the absence of prima facie ma-
terial would not subserve the
ends of justice. The invocation of

sl |-.

— : document is available on hitps://mahatenders.gov.in criminal law in such circum-
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Five years of NEP: Taking stock of the transition

A few reforms proposed in school and higher education have made their way into classrooms. Others are stuck in Centre-state tussles & institutional delays

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

IT IS five years since the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 — the country’s third such
policy since Independence — was cleared by
the Union Cabinet. The NEP promised a sweep-
ing reset of both school and higher education.

Some of that vision has made its way into
classrooms. But a lot remains on paper,
slowed by state-Centre frictions, or held up
by institutional delays.

What has worked

School curriculum is changing,
slowly: The 10+2 system has been replaced
withanew structure — foundational (pre-pri-
mary toclass 2), preparatory (classes 3-5), mid-
dle (6-8), and secondary (9-12). In 2023, the
National Curriculum Framework for School
Education (NCFSE) laid out the learning out-
comes and competencies for each stage.

NCERT has produced new textbooks for
classes 1-8 based on this framework. Social
science, for example, is now taught as a sin-
gle book covering history, geography, politi-
cal science, and economics, replacing sepa-

rate textbooks for each subject. New books
for classes 9-12 are expected next.

First steps of early childhood learn-
ing: The NEP aims to make pre-primary
learning universal by 2030. NCERT’s Jaadui
Pitaralearning kits are already in use, and the
Women and Child Development Ministry
has issued a national ECCE curriculum.

Delhi, Karnataka, and Kerala will soon en-
force the minimum age of six for class 1 en-
try. 2023-24 data show afallin class 1 enrol-
ments to 1.87 crore from the 2.16 crore of
previous year, likely due to this age cutoff.
About 73% of those enrolled had attended
some form of preschool. The big hurdles are
better training for Anganwadi workers, and
improving infrastructure and teaching quality
in early education centres.

National focus for foundational
skills: NIPUN Bharat, launched in 2021, seeks
to ensure every child can read and do basic
math by the end of class 3. A recent govern-
ment survey found average scores were 64%
for language and 60% for math — a start, but
well short of universal proficiency.

Credit-based flexibility starts to take
shape: The NEP suggested the Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC). This, and a National
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WHATARE THEKEY TAKEAWAYS FROM
THEU.S-EU TRADE DEAL?

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump and
European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen have announced a sweep-
ing trade deal that imposes 15% tariffs on
most European goods, warding off
Trump’s threat of a 30% rate if no deal had
been reached by August 1.

The tariffs, or import taxes, paid when
Americans buy European products could
raise prices for US consumers and dent
profits for European companies and their
partners who bring goods into the country.

Unresolved details

Donald Trump with Ursula von der
Leyen in Scotland on Sunday. Reuters

The trade deal announcement leaves
many crucial details to be filled in.
The headline figure is a 15% tariff rate

cludedinthe deal. Vonder Leyen said the
pharmaceuticals issue was “on a separate

on about 70% of European goods brought  sheet of paper”.
intothe US, including cars, computer chips ,
and pharmaceuticals. It's lower than the ~ ‘Best we could do

20% that Trump initially proposed, and
lower than his threats of 50% and then 30%.

The remaining 30% is still open to fur-
ther decisions and negotiations.

Von der Leyen said the two sides
agreed on zero tariffs for a range of
“strategic” goods such as aircraft and air-
craft parts. Specifics were lacking,.

EU companies would purchase what
Trump said was $750 billion worth of nat-
ural gas, oil and nuclear fuel over three
years to replace Russian energy supplies
that Europe is seeking to exit in any case.

The 15% rate removes Trump’s threat

of a 30% tariff. But it effectively raises the
tariff on EU goods from 1.2% last year to
17% and would reduce the 27-nation’s
gross domestic product by 0.5%, said Jack
Allen-Reynolds, deputy chief eurozone
economist at Capital Economics.

Vonder Leyen said the 15% rate was “the

best we could do” and credited the deal
with maintaining access to the US market.

Car prices

Asked if EU carmakers could still prof-

itably sell cars at 15%, von der Leyen said

Steel tariff remains

Trump said the 50% US tariff on im-
ported steel would remain. Von der Leyen
said the two sides agreed to further ne-
gotiations to fight a global steel glut, re-
duce tariffs and establish import quotas —
that s, setamounts that can be imported,
often at a lower rate or tariff-free.

Trump said pharmaceuticals, a major
import from the EU to the US, weren’t in-

the rate was much lower than the current
27.5%.Thathasbeen the rate under Trump’s
25% tariff on cars from all countries, plus
the preexisting US car tariff of 2.5%.

The impact is likely to be substantial

on some companies, given that au-
tomaker Volkswagen said it suffered a
$1.5 billion hit to profits in the first half of
the year from the higher tariffs.
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Credit Framework (NCrF) have been devel-
oped. UGC rules published in 2021 allowed
students to earn and store credits digitally,
even across institutions, making it possible to
move between courses or exit and re-enter.
The system allows students to earn a certifi-
cate after one year, a diploma after two, or
complete a four-year multidisciplinary degree.

The NCrF brings similar flexibility to
school students, where learning hours (in-
cluding skill-based ones) translate into cred-
its. CBSE invited schools to be
part of an NCrF pilot last year.

Common test for col-
lege entry: The Common
University Entrance Test

EDUCATION

foreign universities are in the process of be-
ing approved under UGCregulations, plus two
more at GIFT City, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said earlier this month.

What’s in progress

Changes in board exams: The NEP en-
visages less high-stakes board exams. Starting
2026, CBSE plans to allow class 10 students to
sitforboard exams twice a year. Karnataka has
experimented with this; other boards are wait-
ing to see how it plays out.

The NEP idea of offering all
subjects attwolevels (standard
and higher) is limited to class
10 math, which CBSE intro-

(CUET), introduced in 2022, is

now a key route to undergraduate admis-
sions. NEP 2020 had suggested that multiple
college entrance exams should be replaced
with a single national test.

Indian campuses abroad and vice
versa: IIT Madras, IIT Delhi, and [IM
Ahmedabad have set up international cam-
puses in Zanzibar, Abu Dhabi, and Dubai re-
spectively. University of Southampton re-
cently opened in India, after two other foreign
universities at GIFT City, Gujarat. Another 12

duced in 2019-20.

Holistic report cards, so far on paper:
PARAKH, a unit under NCERT, has developed
progress cards that go beyond marks, and in-
clude peer and self-assessment. But some
school boards are yet to make the shift.

Slow progress for four-year UG de-
grees: Central universities are rolling out
NEP’s idea of four-year undergraduate de-
grees with multiple exit options, and Kerala
has followed. But in many places, colleges
don’t yet have the faculty or infrastructure.

44 ¥\ |3} GLOBAL

Mother tongue in classrooms: NEPen-
courages the use of mother tongue as the
medium of instruction till atleast class 5. CBSE
has asked schools to begin this from pre-pri-
mary to class 2, with classes 3-5 retaining the
option of staying or switching. NCERT is work-
ing on textbooks in more Indian languages.

What's stuck and why

Three-language formula remains a
sticking point: NEP proposes three languages
inschool, atleast two of them Indian. But Tamil
Nadu, which follows a Tamil-English model,
sees this as an attempt to impose Hindi.

Teacher education overhaul hasn’t
happened: The National Curriculum
Framework for Teacher Education, duein 2021,
is yet to be released. The four-year integrated
B.Ed course has been announced under the
Integrated Teacher Education Programme
(ITEP), but colleges offering existing pro-
grammes like Bachelor of Elementary
Education (B.ELEd) are pushing back.

UGC's proposed successor delayed: A
2018 draft bill proposed scrapping the UGCAct
and replacing it with an umbrella Higher
Education Commission of India (HECT). NEP
formalised the idea— HECI would handle reg-

ulation, funding, accreditation, and academic
standards across higher education, excluding
medical and legal. But the Education Ministry
is still in the process of drafting the Bill.

No breakfast in schools yet: NEP recom-
mends breakfast along with midday meals. But
in 2021, the Finance Ministry rejected the
Education Ministry’s proposal to add breakfast
for pre-primary and elementary classes.

Policy divide between Centre and
states: Some states have pushed back against
key NEP provisions. Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
West Bengal have refused to sign MoUs with
the Centre to set up PM-SHRI schools, citing
clauses that require full adoption of NEP.

Tamil Nadu opposes both the three-lan-
guage formula and four-year UG structure.
Kerala and Tamil Nadu argue that since edu-
cation is on the Concurrent List, the Centre
cannot mandate these changes unilaterally.

The Centre has withheld Samagra Shiksha
funds from these states, saying the money is
tied to NEP-linked reforms. Tamil Nadu has
challenged the freeze in the Supreme Court.

Karnataka, which introduced and
scrapped the four-year UG model, is work-
ing onits own state education policy, an elec-
tion promise made by the Congress in 2023.
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Truce is called, cultural tussle remains:
behind Thailand-Cambodia hostility

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR &
ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

AFTER DAYS of deadly fighting, Cambodia and
Thailand on Monday agreed to an “immediate
and unconditional ceasefire”. The ceasefire was
negotiated by Prime Ministers Hun Manet of
Cambodia and Phumtham Wechayachai of
Thailand at a meeting hosted by Malaysian PM
Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpur.

The clashes followed months of tensions
over a century-old border dispute between the
Southeast Asian neighbours. What is the his-
tory of this dispute, and what happens now?

Tensions come to a boil

Tensions between Cambodia and Thailand
had been simmering since May, when they
skirmished at a contested area of the border,
leading to the death of a Cambodian soldier.

Nationalist rhetoric in both countries and
a series of tit-for-tat actions followed.
Cambodia banned the import of Thai fruits
and broadcast of Thai films and soap operas;
Thailand closed all land crossings.

Last Wednesday, Thailand withdrew its
ambassador from Cambodia and expelled the
Cambodian envoy afteraThai soldierlostaleg
inaland mine blast. Thailand claimed the mine
was laid by Cambodian troops in Thai territory.

Cambodia responded by downgrading
diplomatic relations and recalling all Cambo-
dian staff from its embassy in Bangkok.
Clashes broke out at half a dozen places along
the border between the Thai provinces of
Surin and Sisaket, and Cambodian provinces
of Oddar Meanchey and Preah Vihear.

On Thursday, Thailand launched air
strikes on Cambodian military sites, and
Cambodia responded with rocket and ar-
tillery fire. Exchanges of artillery and ma-
chine gun fire followed, in which at least 35
people were killed and more than 2.6 lakh
civilians were displaced on both sides of the
border, Reuters reported.

Making of a conflict

The 817-km land border between Cam-
bodia and Thailand was drawn in 1907 by
France, then the colonial power in Cambodia.
Like many other borders drawn by colonial ad-
ministrators, this too has long been disputed.

A

(From left) Hun Manet, Anwar Ibrahim, Phumtham Wechayachai after truce. Reuters
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Cambodia sought to list the Preah Vihear
temple as a UNESCO World Heritage site. The
Thai opposition used the issue to attack the
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The two predominantly Theravada-
Buddhist neighbours are more alike than any
other country in the region, sharing ethnicand
linguistic ties, social norms, culinary traditions,
and cultural activities. But both claim to be the
“original” owners of their heritage. Thisis what
drives the animosity between them.

The competing claims of cultural owner-
ship are rooted in contesting readings of his-
tory, which, scholars say, are purposely prop-
ped up by governing elites of the two countries
to strengthen their domestic positions.

“Countries fabricate history to celebrate
their past, using nationalism as a political tool
in the manipulation of public opinion... It is
evident that contemporary Thai-Cambodian
relations have become a casualty of the re-
made past,” wrote Charnvit Kasetsiri, Pou
Sothirak and Pavin Chachavalpongpun in
Preah Vihear: A Guide to the Thai-Cambodian
Conflict and Its Solutions (2013).

Every skirmish in the border thus has the
potential to devolve into a much larger con-
flict. This has happened now, and earlier.

Case of Preah Vihear

At the centre of the border dispute is the
Preah Vihear temple, which is called Phra
Viharn in Thai. “The temple has meaning —
both as a cultural symbol and a religious
place of worship — to people on both sides
of the border,” John D Ciorciari, a professor

of international politics at Indiana University,
wrote in his 2009 paper ‘Thailand and
Cambodia: The Battle for Preah Vihear'.

The temple was built in the 11th and 12th
centuries during the golden age of the Khmer
Empire, who at the time ruled much of South
Asia, including Siam (Thailand). But beginning
in the 15th century, as the Khmer Empire de-
clined, Siam gradually chipped away at Cam-
bodian territory. In 1867, Cambodia officially
handed the area around Preah Vihear to Siam.

But by this time, France had entered the
picture. After colonising Cambodia and Laos,
itreduced the Siamese kingdom to a weak po-
sition in the neighbourhood. Siam and France
signed a treaty in 1904 that said the northern
frontier of Cambodia would run along the wa-
tershed line of the Dangrek Mountains.

While this principle would put most of the
Preah Vihear complex in Siam, the official map,
drawn by the French in 1907, put the temple
in Cambodia. Siam’s objections were muted
then — but in 1941, after entering into an alli-
ance with Japan, it seized Preah Vihear, only to
return it to France at the end of World War IL.

After Cambodia’s independence, Thai
troops once again occupied Preah Vihear in
1954. Cambodia moved the International
Court of Justice (IC]), which in 1962 upheld
its claim over Preah Vihear. But this did not
put the issue to bed.

Tensions flared up in 2008 after

Cambodian leaders too used the issue to rally
nationalist sentiment in the country.

Over the next several years, Cambodian
and Thai troops frequently skirmished at the
border.In 2013, the IC] re-affirmed Cambodia’s
position vis-a-vis Preah Vihear, creating a de-
militarised zone around the temple, although
this was never implemented. Thailand has
since rejected the ICJ's jurisdiction.

What happens now

Preah Vihear temple is the most famous of
many disputed sites at the Cambodia-Thailand
border which hold cultural significance for
both countries. Another such temple, called
PrasatTa Moan Thom by the Cambodiansand
Prasat Ta Muen Thom by the Thai, witnessed
fighting during the recent hostilities.

The ceasefire does not fundamentally ad-
dress issues of cultural inheritance and own-
ership. It will take a lot more to bring down
temperatures in both countries, and for them
to permanently iron out the border issue.

For the time being, however, analysts ex-
pect an uneasy peace to hold. This is prima-
rily because of pressure from outside, notably
China and the United States, both of whom
oversaw the negotiations in Kuala Lumpur.

In fact, the talks were held after US
President Donald Trump set the two countries
agreeing to a ceasefire as a precondition to
their respective trade talks with Washington.

Power of rebasing: How Nigeria’s GDP jumped from No. 38 to No. 33 ina day

SIDDHARTH UPASANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

ON JULY 20, the West African country of
Nigeria was the 58th largest economy in the
world. The very next day, it jumped to No. 55,
having added more than $50 billion, or
roughly 30 per cent, to its Gross Domestic
Product(GDP)for 2024. Onits way up, Nigeria
overtook Ukraine, Qatar, and Hungary.

On July 21, Nigeria’s National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) published the results of its
GDP rebasing exercise, in which the base
year of the indicator was changed to 2019
from 2010, among other changes.

The result? Nigeria’s GDPin 2024 is now
estimated at $243 billion in nominal terms,
rising from $187 billion forecast by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Change in methodology

A new base year — which essentially
means measurement of GDP, or the final

value of goods and services in any particu-
lar year, with respect to the prices prevail-
ing in that year — does not automatically
lead to a larger economy.

However, Nigeria’s base-year revision
exercise included other, more meaningful
changes in the manner in which the country
calculates GDP. Among them was increas-
ing the scope of the methodology to include
previously undercounted sectors such as
digital services, pension fund operations,
and e-commerce activities among others.

Technological development, structural
changes, and changes in production and con-
sumption patterns meant that “the methods
and data used in estimating GDP must change
with the times to reflect current economic re-
alities”, the NBS said.

A previous rebasing

The exercise, the NBS said, was “by far
the most comprehensive rebasing” it had
ever carried out. However, this is not the
first time that Nigeria has seen such a huge

increase in its GDP due to a revision in the
base year.

More than a decade ago, a change in the
base year from 1990 to 2010 had helped
propel the country to the position of Africa’s
largest economy, thanks to an even larger
increase of 89 per cent in its GDP - to $510
billion in 2014.

But wait — $510 billion? Does that mean
the Nigerian economy has
shrunk by half in the last 10
years to $243 billion now?

Well, sort of. At least in

ECONOMICS|

130 per cent from 645 naira/US dollar in
2023 to 1,479 naira/US dollar in 2024, ac-
cording to the IMF. (For comparison, 17.5
nairas make 1 Indian rupee.)

“Even using the new series, currency de-
valuations in 2023 and 2024 mean that
Nigeria’s economy has not recovered its pre-
vious position as Africa’s largest economy,” a
note by research firm BM], a part of the Fitch
Group, said on July 23.

The GDPrebasing exercise
has spotlighted changesin the
Nigerian economy that point

US dollar terms.

Significant concerns

While this month’s rebasing has brought
Nigeria $50 billion closer to its goal of be-
coming a $1 trillion economy by 2030, ac-
tually hitting that target is well nigh impos-
sible following the sharp devaluations of its
currency nairain 2023 and 2024. As aresult,
on an annual average basis, the official
naira/US dollar exchange rate weakened by

to significant concerns.

One, the share of agriculture in the coun-
try’s GDP hasincreased to almost 26 per cent
in 2019 from 22 per cent estimated earlier,
while that of industry has declined to 21 per
cent from 27.65 per cent.

Two, the contribution of the informal sec-
tor to the GDP has increased to 42.5 per cent
from 41.4 per cent.

And while alarger GDP has helped reduce
the debt-to-GDPratio to 38 per cent from 51

per cent, it does little change the outlook for
Nigeria, whose GDP grew 3.13 per cent year-
on-year in the first quarter of 2025, data re-
leased on July 21 showed.

A day later, the Monetary Policy
Committee of the Central Bank of Nigeria left
the Monetary Policy Rate unchanged at 27.5
per cent. Headline retail inflation, which de-
clined for the third straight monthin June, re-
mains above 20 per cent.

“Long-running issues that have plagued
sectors like agriculture from insecurity to cli-
mate risk remain. And President [Bola]
Tinubu’s ambitious 6 per cent per annum
[growth] target will require significant im-
provements in human capital levels as well
[as] reforms to help lift the persistently low
investment rate. And while the rebasing ex-
ercise may have helped to lower the debt-to-
GDPratio, the government’s revenue-gener-
ating capacity and capacity to repay the debt
hasn’t changed. Fiscal discipline and tax re-
forms are still needed to keep public finance
risks in check,” David Omojomolo, Africa

Economist at the global insights and analy-
ses firm Capital Economics said on July 22.

The Indian experience

India is no stranger to GDP revisions; in
fact, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) is currently in the
process of updating the GDP base year to
2022-23 from 2011-12. The rebased GDP
numbers will be released in February 2026.

The last time India’s key macroeconomic
indicator underwent a major revision was in
2015. At the time, questions were raised
about the accuracy of the numbers even by
the Reserve Bank of India after the GDP
growth rate for 2013-14 was revised upwards
t0 6.9 per cent from 4.7 per cent.

Then Governor Raghuram Rajan had said
the central bank found it “hard to see the
economy as rollicking in 2013-2014".

According to latest IMF data, India’s nom-
inal GDPin 2024 in US dollar terms was $3.91
trillion, putting it in fifth place in the world,
just $117 billion behind Japan in fourth.
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NORTH KOREA
Kim’'s sister
rejects outreach
by South leader

Seoul: The influential sister
of North Koreanleader Kim
Jong Unrebuffed overtures
by South Korea's new lib-
eral government, saying
Monday that its “blind
trust” in the country’s al-
liance with the USand hos-
tility toward North Korea
make it no different from
its conservative predeces-
sor. Kim Yo Jong's com-
ments imply that North
Korea sees no need to re-
sume diplomacy with
South Korea and the US
anytime soon. “We clarify
once again the official stand
that nomatter what policy
is adopted and whatever
proposal is made in Seoul,
we have no interest in it
and there is neither a rea-
son to meet nor anissue to
be discussed,” Kim Yo Jong
saidinastatement. AP

BANGLADESH
Govtsetsup
panel to probe
school jet crash

Dhaka: The Bangladesh gov-
ernment has formed a nine-
member commission to in-
vestigate last week's crash of
its Air Force training jet into
a school here that killed 34
people, mostly students, ac-
cording to a media report.
The F-7 BGl aircraft, a train-
ing fighter jet manufactured
in China, experienced a"me-
chanical fault" moments af-
ter takeoff and crashed into
a two-storey building of
Milestone School and
College in Dhaka's Uttara
area on last Monday. The
probe commission headed
by former secretary AKM
Zafar Ullah Khan has been
asked to submit its report
within four weeks. PTI

UNITED STATES

2 killedin Nevada
casinoshooting,
suspectarrested

Reno: At least two people
were fatally shotand atleast
three more hospitalized af-
ter shooting Monday morn-
ing at a casino in Reno,
Nevada, officials told AP. The
gunman who opened fire
justoutside the Grand Sierra
Resort casino shot multiple
people before being taken
into custody, police said.
“Officers immediately lo-
cated the suspect at which
time an officer involved
shooting occurred,” police
saidinastatement. “The sus-
pect was taken into cus-
tody... The suspect’s condi-
tion is unknown at this
time,” police said. AP

SHI YONGXIN, WHO TURNED THE FABLED TEMPLE INTO GLOBAL TOURIST ATTRACTION, HAD Hi1Ss CLERGY CERTIFICATE REVOKED
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ABDUCTEE SAYS DETENTION CENTRE OPERATED UNDER HIM
LANKA NAVY EX-CHIEF HELD IN KIDNAPPING CASE

Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne, the former commander of the Sri Lankan Navy, was Monday arrested
over an investigation into a kidnapping incident, officials said. The incident that took place in the north-
western region of Pothuhera dates back to the period when he served as the Director of Naval Intelligence,
they said. The abductee has complained that the illegal detention centre was operating under his watch. PTI
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Palestinians at a charity kitchen amid a hunger crisis in Gaza City on Monday. Reuters

Israeli forces allow minimal aid to Gaza
as UN body says steady supply needed

REUTERS & AP
DEIRAL-BALAH, JULY 28

THE ISRAELI military Sunday be-
gan limited pauses in fighting in
three populated areas of Gaza for
10 hours aday, part of measures
including airdrops as concerns
grow over surging hunger and as
Israel faces criticism over its con-
duct in the 21-month war.

The military said the “tactical
pause” from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in
Gaza City, Deir al-Balah and
Muwasi, all with large popula-
tions, would increase humani-
tarian aid entering the territory.

United Nations humanitar-
ian chief Tom Fletcher wel-
comed Israel’s decision to sup-

Pak forces kill 3
TTP militants
including brain
behind 2024 attack
on Chinese team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI, JULY 28

THREE TEHREEK-E-TALIBAN
Pakistan (TTP) militants, includ-
ing the mastermind behind an
attack on Chinese engineers last
year, were killed in an encounter
in the southern port city of
Karachi, officials said on Monday.

Raja Umer Khattab, a Senior
Counter-Terrorism Department
(CTD) official, said the operation
was carried out Sunday night
jointly by the CTD and personnel
of intelligence agencies, Dawn
reported. “The teams raided a
house in the Manghopir area in
Karachi,” he said.

He said that terrorists
opened fire when they spotted
the police teams approaching
them, triggering a gunfight that
lasted over an hour.

All three terrorists were
killed during the operation, he
said, adding that they belonged
to the TTP. A suicide jacket, three
grenades, a Kalashnikov rifle,
two pistols and a large cache of
ammunition were recovered
from the site, he added.

Additional Inspector-General
of Police, Counter-Terrorism
Department, Azad Khan, said the
terrorist, who carried a Rs 20
million bounty for plotting the
2024 Liberty Textile attack tar-
geting Chinese nationals, was
among those killed during the
operation.

The TTP militant, identified
as Zafran, was also linked to the
Karachi Police Office assault.

port a “one-week scale-up of
aid” and said “some movement
restrictions appear to have been
eased.” But he said action needs
to be sustained, vast and fast.
“Whichever path we choose, we
will have to continue to allow the
entry of minimal humanitarian
supplies,” PM Benjamin
Netanyahu said.

Trump vows to

set up food centres

President Donald Trump said
on Monday many people were
starving in Gaza and suggested
Israel could do more on human-
itarian access. Describing starva-
tion in Gaza as real, Trump's as-
sessment put him at odds with
Benjamin Netanyahu, who said

on Monday “there is no starva-
tionin Gaza” and vowed to fight
on against the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas.

“We're going to set up food
centers,” with no fences or
boundaries to ease access,
Trump said.

[srael has restricted aid to
Gaza’s population of over 2 mil-
lion because it says Hamas
siphons it off to bolster its rule.

The World Food Programme
said 60 trucks of aid had been
dispatched but this amount fell
short of Gaza's needs.

“Our target at the moment,
every day is to get 100 trucks into
Gaza,” WFP Regional Director
Samer AbdelJaber said. “I cannot
say thatin a week we will be able

Trump eyes ‘world
tariffs’ of 15-20%
for most countries

REUTERS
TURNBERRY, JULY 28

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump said
on Monday most trading part-
ners that do not negotiate sepa-
rate trade deals would soon face
tariffs of 15% to 20% on their ex-
ports to the United States, well
above the broad 10% tariff he im-
posed in April.

Trump told reporters his ad-
ministration will notify some
200 countries soon of their new
“world tariff”’ rate. “I would say
it'll be somewhere in the 15 to
20% range,” Trump told re-
porters, sitting alongside British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer at
his luxury golf resort in
Turnberry, Scotland. “Probably
one of those two numbers.”

Trump, who has vowed to
end decades of U.S. trade deficits
by imposing tariffs on nearly all
trading partners, has already an-
nounced higher rates of up to
50% on some countries, includ-
ing Brazil, starting on Friday.

The announcements have
spurred feverish negotiations by
a host of countries seeking lower
tariff rates, including India,
Pakistan, Canada, and Thailand,
among others.

The US president on Sunday
clinched a huge trade deal with
the European Union that in-
cludes a 15% tariff on most EU
goods, $600 billion of invest-
ments in the U.S. by European
companies, and $750 billion in
energy purchases over the next
three years.
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Chinese Vice PM He Lifeng
in Stockholm, Monday. AP

US, China hold
new trade talks,
easing path for

Trump-Xi meet

Stockholm: Top U.S. and Chinese
economic officials resumed talks
in Stockholm on Monday to re-
solve longstanding economic
disputes at the centre of a trade
war between the world’s top
two economies, aiming to ex-
tend a truce by three months.
US Treasury Chief Scott
Bessent met China’s Vice Premier
He Lifeng at Rosenbad, the
Swedish prime minister’s office in
Stockholm. China is facing an
August 12 deadline toreach a tar-
iff agreement, it reached prelimi-
nary trade deals with the US in
May and June. Trade analysts said
a90-day extension of tariffsand a
meeting between Presidents
Donald Trump and Xi Jinping
were likely. REUTERS

to really avert the risks. It has to
be something continuous and
scalable,” he said.

Israeli rights groups
accuse Govt of genocide

Two Israeli human rights or-
ganisations, B'Tselem and
Physicians for Human Rights
Israel said Monday Israel was
committing genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza, the first ma-
jor voices in Israeli society to
level the strongest possible ac-
cusation against the state, which
vehemently deniesit.Inareport
released in Jerusalem, the groups
said Israel was carrying out “co
ordinated, deliberate action to
destroy Palestinian society in the
Gaza strip”.

FIGHTING DISPLACED OVER 3 LAKH PEOPLE

Thailand, Cambodia
agree on ceasefire deal
after five days of battle

REUTERS
PUTRAJAYA, JULY 28

CAMBODIA AND Thailand
agreed to an “immediate and un-
conditional ceasefire” from mid-
night (1700 GMT) on Monday, in
a bid to halt their deadliest con-
flict in more than a decade after
five days of fierce fighting that
has displaced more than
300,000 people.

After days of efforts by
Malaysia, chair of the ASEAN re-
gional bloc, the United States and
China to bring both sides to the
table, the two countries' leaders
agreed to end hostilities, resume
direct communications and cre-
ate a mechanism to implement
the truce. Atleast 36 people have
been killed in the fighting,
mostly civilians.

Following more than two
hours of talks at his official resi-
dence in Putrajaya, Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
flanked by Thai and Cambodian
leaders, said he was ready to de-
ploy ateam to observe and ensure
implementation. “This is a vital
first step towards de-escalation
and the restoration of peace and
security,” he told a press meet.

“All parties shared a commit-
ment to peace.”

The Southeast Asian neigh-
bours have wrangled for decades
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(From left) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet with his
Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim and Thailand’s acting
PM Phumtham Wechayachai in Putrajaya on Monday. AP
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been on a conflict footing since
the killing of a Cambodian sol-
dier in a skirmish late in May,
which led to a troop buildup on
both sides. A full-blown diplo-
matic crisis brought Thailand’s
coalition government to the
brink of collapse.

They accuse each other of
starting the fighting last week,
both quickly deploying heavy ar-
tillery at multiple points along
their 800-km (500-mile) land
border. Thailand flew air raids
with an F-16 fighter jet.

US President Donald Trump
called both leaders at the week-

nd warnin

clude trade deals with them un-
less they ended the fighting. Both
sides are facing a steep import
tariff of 36% on their goods in the
U.S., their top export market.

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Manet thanked his acting
Thai counterpart Phumtham
Wechayachai for what he said
was a positive role and said he
deeply appreciated Trump's "de-
cisive mediation” and China's
constructive participation.

“We agreed that the fighting
will stop immediately,” he said,
expressing confidence that both
sides could rebuild trust and
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At Starmer meet, Trump gives Russia less
than two weeks to end its war in Ukraine

REUTERS
TURNBERRY, JULY 28

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
set a new deadline on Monday
of 10 or 12 days for Russia to
make progress toward ending
the war in Ukraine or face con-
sequences, underscoring frustra-
tion with Russian President
Vladimir Putin for the 3-1/2-
year-old conflict.

Trump has threatened both
sanctions on Russia and buyers of
its exports unless progress is
made. The fresh deadline suggests
the US president is prepared to
move forward on those threats af-
ter previous hesitation to do so.

Speakingin Scotland, Trump
said he was disappointed in
Putin and shortening a 50-day
deadline he had set on the issue

President Donald Trump with British PM Keir Starmer at the
Trump Turnberry golf course in Turnberry on Monday. AP

Ballin
Moscow’s
® court

EXPLAINED

RUSSIA HAD largely
shrugged off President
Trump’s previous 50-day
deadline, noting that his
past deadlines had come
and gone with little conse-
quence. Nevertheless, new
threats of tariffs on
Russia’s trading partners
could put more diplomatic
pressure on Moscow.

earlier this month.

“I'm going to make a new
deadline of about ... 10 or 12 days
fromtoday,” Trump told reporters.
“There’s noreasonin waiting... We

just don’t see any progress being
made.” There was no immediate
comment from the Kremlin.
Ukraine welcomed the state-
ment. Andriy Yermak, President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy's chief of
staff, thanked Trump in a social
media post for “standing firm
and delivering a clear message
of peace through strength.”

Gunman kills five in Bangkok, shoots himself

REUTERS
BANGKOK, JULY 28

A GUNMAN killed five people at
a market in Thailand's capital
Bangkok on Monday, attacking
security guards and a merchant
before fatally turning the gunon
himself, a Thai police official said.

The gunman initially killed
three security guards, and then
a fourth with whom he had a
personal quarrel, Siam Bunsom,
commander-in-chief of the
Metropolitan Police Bureau said.

"Hereloaded and raninto the
market, killing a female mer-
chant and injuring another,"

People at the crime scene in
Bangkok on Monday. Reuters

Siam told reporters.
In video footage shared by
police, a suspect in a white hat

and a backpack slung on his
chest is seen walking through a
parking lot at the Or Tor Kor
Market.

Duangnapa Yeerunsiri, 38,
who was at the market to buy
groceries with her boyfriend and
sister, was about to leave when
she heard the shots ringing out.

"He fired many shots in rapid
succession,” she said, referring
to the gunman. "So we ducked
down in the car and quickly
called the police.”

No tourists were killed or in-
jured, said Sanong Saengmani, a
police official in Bangkok's Bang
Sue district, where the market,
which mainly sells agricultural

produce, is located.

Tourism is a key economic
driver in Thailand, Southeast
Asia's second largest economy;,
where growth has been sluggish
and such incidents can poten-
tially dampen sentiment.

Gun violence and gun own-
ership are not uncommon in
Thailand. In October 2023, a 14-
year-old suspect used a modified
handgun to kill two people and
injure five others at a luxury mall
in central Bangkok.

Avyear earlier, a former police
officer killed 36 people, includ-
ing 22 children, in a gun-and-
knife attack at a nursery in east-
ern Thailand.

Shaolin temple’s celebrity ‘CEO monk’ accused of embezzlement, affairs with women

LILY KUO & VIVIAN WANG
TAIPEI, JULY 28

CHINESE AUTHORITIES are in-
vestigating the longtime head of
China’s Shaolin Temple on sus-
picion of embezzling funds,
maintaining “improper rela-
tions" with women and father-
ing at least one child outside
marriage, the temple said.

Itis the latest scandal to em-
broil one of the country’s most
famous monks, Shi Yongxin, also
known as China’s CEO monk for
his work turning the temple, a
fabled 1,500-year-old monastery
complexin central China, intoan
international tourist attraction

and global brand.

A short notice posted on
Sunday by the Shaolin Temple’s
official account on the Chinese
messaging app WeChat said that
Shi Yongxin, the temple’s abbot,
was under investigation by
“multiple departments” for
criminal offenses related to the
misuse of funds and assets
owned by the temple, as well as
for “seriously violating” Buddhist
principles. The temple did not
provide specifics.

The Buddhist Association of
China said Monday that it had
revoked the abbot’s clergy cer-
tificate. The organization de-
scribed his behavior as “com-
pletely vile” and damaging to the

reputation of the broader
Buddhist community and other
monks.

Shi Yongxin and the Shaolin
Temple could not immediately
be reached for comment.

Known as Liu Yingcheng be-
fore he joined the Shaolin
Temple in Henan Province as a
monk in 1981, Shi Yongxin has
been alternately praised for re-
viving the ancient temple com-
plex, which had been left neg-
lected for decades, and criticized
for commercializing it.

In 2015, a former apprentice
of his accused him of embez-
zling funds from the Shaolin
Temple, while an anonymous
letter claimed that he had sev-
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Shi Yongxin at the Great Hall of the People for a plenary
meeting of the Chinese parliament in Beijing in 2016. Reuters

eral mistresses and funneled
money to them. At the time, the
temple denied all allegations and
an investigation by Henan offi-
cials concluded the accusations
were groundless. He remained
the temple’s abbot. Still, he is
credited with globalizing the
Shaolin name through product
licensing and franchises.

He set up martial-arts
schools overseas and for a time
wanted to build a $300 million
Shaolin-branded luxury golf re-
sort in Australia. Under his
watch, the temple’s commercial
ventures have ranged from film
production to selling medicine.

Today, his success at trans-
forming the temple into a mon-

eymaking machine is apparent
to any visitor.

On arecent visit by a New
York Times reporter, the opening
act for the temple’s famous
monk kung fu show was a callig-
raphy demonstration.

The emcee pitched three cal-
ligraphy works, selling for 300
renminbi (about $42) each. At
least one was sold successfully.

To leave the show, audience
members had to exit through a
warren of gift shops selling not
just the usual souvenirs — fig-
urines, T-shirts and refrigerator
magnets — but also sneakers,
jewelry and Labubu dolls.

Some monks could be seen
praying in the temple halls.

But the complex was domi-
nated by tourists and the many
enterprises catering to them:
snack stalls, electric buggies for
rent and tour guides hawking
their services. The fame that the
temple has achieved internation-
ally was engraved on the temple
grounds: On a tree-lined walk-
way lined with stone tablets with
inscriptions from various Chinese
dynasties,one much newer tablet
displayed the names of famous
visitors. The list included Mike
Tyson, Robert Downey Jr. and
Stevie Wonder.

Shi posted daily on his social
media account on Weibo with
more than 882,000 followers.
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FINANCE MINISTRY’S MONTHLY ECONOMIC REVIEW FOR JUNE

India a picture of ‘cautious optimism’;
global woes, slow loan growth poserisks Silicon Valley template?

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

SIXMONTHS into the current cal-
endaryear, the Ministry of Finance
isof the view that the Indian econ-
omy presents a picture of “cau-
tious optimism”, with the
country’s macroeconomic funda-
mentals remaining resilient de-
spite global headwinds marked by
trade tensions, geopolitical volatil-
ity, and external uncertainties.
However, the Ministry in its latest
month economic review for June
released Monday, flagged the slow
credit growth despite monetary
easing by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and private investment ap-
petite that may restrict accelera-
tion in economic momentum.
Global slowdown and uncer-
tainty about the US tariffs may
also weigh on India’s trade per-
formance and dampen the coun-
try’s share of exports. In the
medium term, given the ongoing
momentous shifts in global sup-
ply chainsin the areas of semicon-

— BRIEFLY —

Unclaimed money
with banksrises to

67,000 crore

New Delhi: The quantum of un-
claimed deposits with Indian
banks stood at Rs 67,003 crore
as at the end of the June quar-
ter, with State Bank of India
(SBI)accounting for 29 per cent
of all such deposits, the Finance
Ministry told Parliament. ENS

Moretimeforl-T
returns erroneously
rejected

New Delhi: After receiving
grievancesonerroneous inval-
idation of income tax returns,
the CBDT has extended the
time limit for processing in-
come tax returns filed electron-
ically upto March 31,2024 that
were wrongly marked as in-
valid due to technical reasons.
The intimation for processing
of these returns will now be
sentby March 31,2026. ENS

Indusind Bank
Q1 net profit
drops 72%

Mumbai: Indusind Bank has re-
ported a 72 per centdropinits
consolidated net profit for the
June quarter to Rs 604 crore,
and assured that there will not
be any more financial impact
of past frauds. PTI

SBlonboarding
13,435 junior

associates

New Delhi: State Bank of India
has announced that it has
started onboarding of newly re-
cruited 13,455 junior associates
into its network of branches
across the country. ENS

Starlink can give
only 20 lakh
connections

New Delhi: Starlink can have
only 20 lakh connections in
India, Minister of State for
Telecom Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar said on Monday. PTI

ductor chips, rare earthsand mag-
nets, India has its task cut out, the
Ministry said.

“Despite monetary easingand
astrong bank balance sheet, credit
growth has slowed, reflecting cau-
tious borrower sentiment and
possibly risk-averse lender behav-
iour. A growing preference for
bond markets, particularly com-
mercial papersamong corporates
due tolower borrowing costs, may
alsoexplain the shift. Piggybacking
oninitiatives like the Employment
Linked Incentive (ELI) scheme, itis
time for corporates toset the ballin
motion,” it said.

The RBI had begun pumping
money into the banking systemin
December 2024, while the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) started cutting interest
rates in February. However, the
MPC's 100 basis points of rate cuts
and the lakhs of crores of money
provided by the RBI to the bank-
ing system has had little impact
on demand for loans, with credit
growth having almost halved
from the middle of 2024.

ROOM FOR MORE
MONETARY EASING

M Given the comfort-
able trajectory of
inflation, there is room
for RBI's monetary
easing cycle to
continue, the Finance
Ministry said

According to datareleased on
June 30by the RBI, non-food credit
extended by Indian banks rose 9.8
per centyear-on-year asat theend
of May, slower than 11.2 per cent
growth in April and 16.2 per cent
a year ago, after excluding for the
impact of the merger of HDFC
Bankwith Housing Development
Finance Corporationin July 2023.

The Finance Ministry also said
that despite the broadly positive
outlook, downside risks remain
from global slowdown as well as
uncertainty on the US tariffs.
“While geopolitical tensions have
not elevated further, the global

slowdown, particularly in the US
(which shrank by 0.5 per cent in
Q1 2025), could dampen further
demand for Indian exports.
Continued uncertainty on the
US tariff front may weigh onIndia’s
trade performance in the coming
quarters. Slow credit growth and
private investment appetite may
restrict acceleration in economic
momentum,”itsaid. It pointed out
that the economic activity in real
terms, thatis, adjusted forinflation,
may present a healthier picture
than it is. “Given the deflationary
trend in the wholesale priceindex,
one has to observe economic mo-
mentum in nominal quantities.
Measured in constant prices, eco-
nomicactivity may appear health-
ierthanitis. All that said, the econ-
omy has the look and feel of
“steady as she goes” as far as FY26
isconcerned,” it said.

Inflation, oil prices, agri

outlook

Overall, the Finance Ministry
said the first quarter of FY26 pres-
ents a picture of resilient domes-

tic supply and demand funda-
mentals citing the sharp slide in
inflation, favourable progress of
southwest monsoon, firm trade
performance amid shifting global
trade patterns. “Withinflation re-
maining within the target range
and monsoon progress on track,
the domesticeconomy enters the
second quarter of FY26 on arela-
tively firm footing,” it said.
Wholesale price inflation in
June had slipped into deflationary
zone — a level below zero for the
first time in 20 months — to (-)
0.13 per cent as prices of food arti-
cles and fuel registered deflation,
along with lower manufactured
product costs. Headline retail in-
flationrate had slowed more than
expected toa77-monthlowof2.1
per centin June from 2.82 per cent
in May as food prices fell 1.06 per
cent from a year ago, aided by a
favourable base effect. Given the
comfortable trajectory of inflation,
there is room for RBI's monetary
easing cycle to continue, the
Ministry said. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EU trade talks: India to offer regulatory
certainty in manufacturing to woo FDI

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

IN THE first such offer made dur-
ing trade deal negotiations, Indiais
working on a “new chapter”
aimed at extending long-term
regulatory certainty in the domes-
tic manufacturing sector to attract
investment from the European
Union(EU), The Indian Express has
learnt. This comes in the backdrop
of shared concerns between India
and the EU over Chinese overca-
pacity, whichis viewed as a threat
to domestic manufacturing of crit-
ical products such as pharmaceu-
ticals, electronics and defence re-
quirements, among others.
“Inthe EU deal, one of the new
chapters thathas comeinisabout
investment in non-services,
which is a new element where
they (EU) are looking at certainty
on the commitments for FDI in
non-services sectors — basically
the manufacturing sector,” a sen-
ior government official said.
“There are two parts toit. One
isdeciding on sectors where India
will allow 100 per cent FDIL
Second, there are a number of
conditions on things such as ‘local
employment’, ‘local value addi-
tion’, ‘use of local raw materials’
and conditions around whether
there will be local partners and
joint ventures or not,” the official

New
@ chapter

EXPLAINED

WITH BRUSSELS looking
at certainty on the com-
mitments for FDI in India’s
manufacturing sector, in-
vestment in non-services
opens anew chapterin
the deal with the EU. The
government had under-
taken extensive stake-
holder consultations on
the investment chapter.

said. Another person aware of the
development told The Indian
Express that the government had
undertaken extensive stakeholder
consultations to work on the in-
vestment chapter that was offered
to the EU during the last round of
negotiations.

This comes as India has begun
seeking to attract investments
from Western countries in ex-
change for lowering tariffs on key
sectors. For instance, India has al-
lowed 100 per cent FDI in telecom
for the UKunder the trade deal.In
the insurance sector, the FDI ceil-
ing has been kept at 74 per cent,
providing investment certainty
for UK insurers. A similar strategy
was followed in the European Free

Trade Association (EFTA) deal.

India and the four-nation EFTA
—anintergovernmental grouping
comprising Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland —
signed a trade pactin March 2024,
under which EFTA countries have
committed to investing $100 bil-
lioninIndiaovera 15-year period.
However, officials indicated that
the investment chapter in the EU
deal would be far more extensive
and legally robust.

Shared challenge of
China

India and the EU have both
been facing several challenges,
particularly in the renewable en-
ergy sector. Another government
official told The Indian Express that
the Indian industry has been en-
countering pricing challenges, es-
pecially while trying to scale up
the solar energy sector, and that
India will have to work with
“Western countries” to achieve
competitiveness and tackle the
China challenge.

According to a parliamentary
reportreleased last year, the EU is
concerned about China’s domi-
nance in critical technologies, as
Chinaholdsaleading global man-
ufacturing position in several ar-
eas, exposing the EU to potential
risks. The EU has said these sec-
tors include raw or processed ma-
terials for robotics,as well as clean

oin FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

Industrial growth falls to
10-mth low of 1.5% in June

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

INDIA'S INDUSTRIAL growth fell
toa 10-monthlow of 1.5 per cent
in June on the back of a fall in
output of mining and electricity
sectors.

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), which had risen
1.9 per cent in May and 4.9 per
cent in June 2024, rose in June
primarily due to the manufac-
turing sector — which makes up
more than three quarters of the
index — posting a 3.9 per cent
year-on-year (YoY)rise in its out-
put, up from 3.2 per centin May,
according to the datareleased on
Monday by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme

Implementation.

Meanwhile, mining sector
output contracted by 8.7 per
cent, while electricity generation
was down 2.6 per cent.

In May, mining output had
declined by 0.1 per cent, while
that of electricity had fallen 4.7
per cent.

“The slowdown in IP growth
in June was led by deeper con-
traction in the mining sector,
shaving off 124 basis points (bps)
from headline, even as both
manufacturing and electricity
generation added to headline IP.
A high base effect was at play in
the mining sector, aggravating
the sharp sequential decline that
the index witnessed in June vs
May,” Barclays economists said
inanote.

With ONDC in place, national
retail policy takes a backseat

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AS VARIOUS interventions have
been made by the government,
such as the Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC),
which provides open access to
retailers, a separate national re-
tail policy may not be a top gov-
ernment priority at the moment,
The Indian Express has learned.

“A policy is a set of actions,
and those actions are already be-
ing taken. Timely interventions
are happening on a regular ba-
sis, such as the setting up of the
National Traders Welfare Board
and the launch of the ONDC plat-
form. There is no need for a sep-
arate policy for retail trade right
now,” a source tracking the mat-
ter told The Indian Express.

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry told Parliament in

2023 that a draft National Retail
Trade Policy had been prepared,
based on consultations with
state governments and major in-
dustry and trade associations.
The draft focused on preparing
strategies for the overall devel-
opment of retail trade through
targeted efforts to promote ease
of doing business in the retail
sector.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

technologies including solar PV
wafers, EV batteries and wind tur-
bine blades.

“Despite a general decline in
Chinese FDIinto the EU since 2016
and a shift towards greenfield in-
vestments, China still holds stakes
(full or partial ownership) in crit-
ical EU activities and infrastruc-
ture. These include automotive,
fintech, advanced manufacturing,
portsand shipyards, and electron-
ics,” the parliamentary report said.

India-EU negotiations
making progress

AnEU trade deal status report
earlier this month stated that
India and the EU had made sub-
stantial progress on the text deal-
ing with “services and invest-
ment”, marking a significant step
forward towards concluding the
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) that
both sides aim to sign by the end
of the year.

The EU report also noted that
negotiators had made substan-
tial progress on the investment
text,and that they had also made
very good progress on rules for
state-to-state mediation.
Progress ondispute settlement is
significant, as it suggests a break-
through on long-standing EU
concerns regarding investment
protection in India.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

GOING BEYOND MINIMUM WAGE

Govt working on ‘living wage’; likely to

bring more women in
Lo ST S

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

LOW WAGES are holding
women back from formal em-
ployment - 54 per cent of blue-
and grey-collar women employ-
ees are unhappy with their pay
and 80 per cent saving nothing or
lessthanRs 2,000 per month, ac-
cording to a new report.
“Income is a make-or-break
factor driving women’s exit from
the blue-grey collar workforce,”
the report by Quess Corp, India’s
largest staffing firm, and the Udaiti
Foundation, said. “Women al-
ready face steep opportunity costs
to join the workforce. Inadequate
wages that ignore local realities
simply drive them out,” it added,
flagging a “clear gap between
minimum wage and living wage”.
The need to align minimum
wage with real living costs has also
gained traction among top policy-
makers. The Union Ministry of
Labour and Employment, for in-
stance, is discussing the concept
of a living wage, which factors in
expenditure on health and edu-
cation that is currently excluded
from minimum wage calcula-
tions. According to Vandana
Gurnani, Labour and
Employment Secretary, account-
ing for health- and education-re-
lated expenses in wage standards
could “reduce the opportunity

¥

cost” women face when entering
formal employment.

Low pay, high costs
push women out

The report found that blue-
and grey-collar women employ-
ees earn just 70 per cent of what
men do, and that low wages -
combined with high opportunity
costs like unpaid caregiving, time
lost to commuting, or the cost of
migration - make it difficult for
women to “sustain at work”.

Based on a survey of over
10,000 current and around 1,600
former women employees at
Quess, it said workers in peri-ur-
ban zones, which host significant
manufacturing activity, often have
minimum wages that lag behind
urban benchmarks, despite high
living costs. “Costs are higher in
Tier 1 cities,but 1in5womenearn
below INR 20,000, which is typi-
cally the stipulated minimum
wage... Those earning above INR
20,000 are 21% less likely to drop
outin the near term, showing that
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TCS layofts: Is Indian
IT sector replicating the

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, JULY 28

IN A move that has unsettled the
Indian tech industry, Tata
Consultancy Services — the coun-
try’s largest IT company — an-
nounced Sunday that it will be
laying off 2 per cent of its work-
force. The decision is likely to hit
mid- and senior-level employees
the hardest. The announcement
by the IT bellweather has sparked
adegree of uncertainty across the
sector, especially with the protec-
tionist stance in countries such as
the USand the challenges thrown
up by the advent of Al

The big concern: Is the Indian
IT industry starting to mimic the
ruthless layoff culture of US tech
giants? For years, Indian IT firms
boasted of stable growth and job
security. But thatimageis eroding.
It needs to be underlined that
India’s top tech firms have spent
the last decade aggressively ex-
panding, nearly doubling their
headcount during the tech boom,
especially after the pandemic.
Now, with demand softeningand
pressure on margins, companies
appear to be pulling the plug on
that growth story.

Together, the top four IT com-
panies — TCS, Infosys, Wipro, and
HCL Technologies — employ
around 13.70 lakh people. But
with TCS firing the first shot, em-
ployees at other firms are bracing
for the worst. If India’s biggest IT
company can slash jobs this sud-
denly, what's stopping the rest?
Thatis the bigworry. “The contin-
ued global macro-economic and
geo-political uncertainties caused
a demand contraction,” said K
Krithivasan, chief executive offi-
cer and managing director, TCS,
while unveiling the company re-
sults earlier this month.

TCS: A decade of scaling
up, diversity in hiring

Over the past decade, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) has
demonstrated remarkable work-
force growth, scaling up from
319,656 employees in March 2015
to over 613,000 by June 2025, a
surge of 91.79 per cent, according
to TCS Annual Report.

This growth mirrors its ex-
panding business and global reach.
In FY15, TCS employed people
from 122 nationalities across 55
countries. By FY16, the headcount
hadjumpedto3,53,843, with over
90,000 hires, including 74,009 in
India alone. Nationality represen-
tation rose to 129. FY17 saw the
workforce grow to 3,87,000, with
34.7 per cent women and talent
from 130 countries.In FY18, digital
hiring became the focus, pushing
the headcount to nearly 3,95,000,
with 35.3 per cent women and

Express File

better pay supports retention,” it
said. Quess provides staffing and
outsourcing services toover 3,000
clients across sectors like retail, IT,
manufacturing, and banking.

Minimum wage
At the launch of the report on
July 24, Gurnani said,

“Conceptually,it's very goodif you
go beyond nutrition, housing,and
clothing, which are currently
counted for minimum wage, to
expenditure on health and edu-
cation, which s proposed.”

“Fromawomen’s perspective,
it is very important because the
caremodel, like childcare, is going
to cost them. (Inclusion of health
and education)will reduce the op-
portunity cost that women face
when they come out towork,” she
said. Gurnani added that the min-
istry is figuring out how to “do this
inadiverse setting because things
vary from state to state”. She also
highlighted the need for a “social
dialogue” with employers and
employees.

WORKFORCE IN TOP FOUR TECH FIRMS

m2015 MW 2025
TCS
Infosys
Wipro
HCLTech 106,107

Source: Annual Reports

2,33,346

3,19,656
6,13,069

2,27481"

In2024

more than 85 per cent Gen Y em-
ployees, reflecting a young, tech-
savvy pool. By FY19, the company
had grown to4,24,285 employees,
representing 147 nationalities,and
added another 24,179 people in
FY20. In FY21, the workforce
reached 4,88,649,and in FY22,TCS
surpassed half a million employ-
ees, witharecord 1,03,546 netad-
ditions due to high demand for
digital services.

FY23 marked a strategic pause:
hiring slowed, and focus shifted to
optimising resources. The work-
force reached 6,14,795, with attri-
tion at 20.1 per cent, and women
making up 35.7 per cent. The
number of represented nationali-
ties crossed 150. By March 2024,
headcount adjusted slightly to
6,01,546, and attrition dropped
sharply to 12.5 per cent. In March
2025, it rose again to 6,07,979,
reaching 6,13,069 by June—adding
2,93,413 employees in a decade.
TCS’s journey is not just about
numbers — it's a story of scaling
with purpose, embracing diversity,
and adapting withresilienceinan
ever-evolving tech landscape.

Infosys: Growth with a
post-peak correction

Infosys has seen an 84 per cent
workforce growth in the past
decade — from 1,76,000 employ-
ees in FY15 to 3,23,578 in FY25.
While this marks strong expan-
sion, the company’s headcount
slightly declined after peaking in
FY23.InFY23, Infosys hita high of
3,43,234 employees, having
added 50,000 fresh graduates that
year to meet surging demand. But
hiring slowed afterward, with
headcount dipping to 3,17,240 in
FY24, despite bringing in 11,900
new graduates, as per Infosys
Annual Report.

By March 2025, the number
stood at 3,23,578, of which
3,06,599 were delivery profes-
sionals, including trainees. The
company maintained a strong fo-
cusonclient service delivery,even
during workforce adjustments.

In FY22, Infosys had over
3,14,000 employees, following

to the workforce
N ‘9"5"1 X

“So, itis currently at that stage.
Itisnot happening today, butlam
glad that we started thinking
aboutit,” she said.

For women, wages only
part of the problem

While living wage standards
would benefitall workers, the im-
pact could be more significant for
women, who face higher oppor-
tunity costs. This is particularly
relevant given India’s low female
labour force participation rate
(LFPR) - just 32 per cent for
women above 15 years as of June,
compared to 77.1 per cent for
men, according to the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS).
Several economists argue that
India’s female LFPR must cross
the 50 per cent mark if the coun-
try is to achieve developed econ-
omy status.

In addition to low wages,
women workers also contend
with poor work culture, limited
access to safe and affordable
housing,and mobility constraints.
In some states, regulatory barri-
ers add to the challenge. “There
are 54 laws that actually prohibit
women from participatingin the
workforce. Among them are the
night shift laws, which are now
being removed state by state,”
said Pooja Sharma Goyal, found-
ing CEO of Udaiti Foundation.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

NITES writes to

Labour Minister

New Delhi: Slamming the lay-
offs at Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices (TCS) as “unethical” and
“outright illegal”, IT employ-
ees’ union the Nascent
Information Technology Emp-
loyees Senate (NITES) wrote to
Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya, urging him to di-
rect the company to haltall ter-
minations. Meanwhile,indus-
try body Nasscom said, “Over
the next several months, we
anticipate some transitions as
organisations pivot toward
product-aligned delivery
models...” PTI

steady pandemic-era growth. In
FY21, the workforce crossed
2,60,000, enabled by rapid re-
mote-work adaptation during
Covid-19. Despite the slight post-
FY23 correction, Infosys remainsa
global IT powerhouse.

Wipro: Steady
expansion

Wipro grew its workforce by
64 per cent over the past decade,
from 1,42,282 employeesin FY15
t02,33,346inFY25, says the com-
pany’s Annual Report. However,
like its peers, Wipro saw a mod-
est decline after peaking in FY23.
InFY23, Wiproreached anall-
time high with 245,000+ employ-
ees spread across 65 countries. The
following year, FY24, the countad-
justed to 2,34,054, with women
making up 36.6 per cent of the
workforce—a notable rise from
30.2 per cent in FY15. By March
2025, the workforce stood at
2,33,346, with employees repre-
senting 146 nationalities.
BackinFY15, the company had
1,42,282 permanent employees,
alongside 28,200 contractorsorre-
tainers supporting various func-
tions. Though hiring slowed after
FY23, Wipro remains one of the
largest IT employers in India.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Jane Street
seeks more
time from Sebi
to respond to
interim order

Mumbai: New York-based propri-
etary trading firm Jane Street on
Monday asked the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
more time to respond to a July 3
interim order, which accused the
group of engaging in manipula-
tive trading practices.

“We are engaging construc-
tively with Sebi and have sought
anextension torespond to thein-
terimorderissued onJuly 3,” Jane
Street group said in a statement.

The group said itis committed
to conduct that upholds the in-
tegrity of India’s capital markets
and contributes to their continued
development.

OnJuly 3, the Sebi ordered the
seizure of alleged Rs 4,843.57
crore ‘illegal gains’ Jane Street
made through manipulative trad-
ing in Nifty futures. The markets
regulator also barred the firm
from participating in any securi-
ties trading until the amount was
recovered. Inits interim order, Sebi
had given 21 days (from July 3) to
Jane Street tofile their reply or ob-
jections.

In response to the Sebi order,
the US firm, on July 14, deposited
Rs4,843.57 crore inan escrow ac-
count with a lien in favour of the

regulator. ENS
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

| Polamuri Baby D/0 Venkanna
Sade and W/o Nageswararao
R/0 2-120, Chelluboina Vari
Veedi, Battelanka, Kattiwanda,
PO- Kathimanda, Dist-East
Godavari, Andhra Pradesh-
533254, have changed my name
to Polamuri Mary 0070980871-1

I Jakir Hussain S/o Abdul Gani
R/052,Murshid Nagar, Sec.12,
Saweena (rural), Udaipur,
Rajasthan-313002, have
changed my name to Jakir
Hussain Sheikh  0070980866-1

| Guriya Rani Alias Riya Kalra D/o
Rameshlal Kalra and W/o
Abhishek Raheja R/0 R-22, Flat
No.-401 402, New Rani Bagh
Khandwa Road, Blue Heaven,
Indore, PO-Indore G.P.O, Dist-
Indore, Madhya Pradesh -
452001, have changed my name
toRiyaRaheja 0070980867-1

IDhananjay Gawande S/o
Shridhar Punjaji Gawande R/o
House No-84, Anandvan Block-
A-6, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110063, have changed my name
to Dhananjay Gawanday

0070980843-1

I Deepti Wahi W/0, Gautam Wahi
R/o0 K/p-186, Maurya Enclave
Pitampura, Po Saraswati Vihar,
Dist North West Delhi, Delhi -
110034, have changed my name
to Deepti Chhabra Wahi.

0040801848-1

I, PRASHANT BAJAJS/O TILAK
RAJBAJAJR/OH.NO.659,A/10,
GALLINO. 4, KRISHNA COLONY,
GURGAON, HARYANA-122001
have changed the name of my
minor daughter HITIKA BAJAJ
aged 02 years and she shall
hereafter be known as DEVIKA
BAJAJ. 0070980905-1

ILNAWAB ALI S/O Sabir Ali,R/0-
House No0.R-101,Street
No.22,Brahampuri,Delhi-
110053,have changed my name
Syed Nawab Alito Nawab
Ali,for all purposes.

0040802041-10

I, Ravi Dhamija S/0 Kewal Nain
Dhamija R/0 A 26 And 27 T/f
Front Side Flat No 302 Blk-a Gali
No 5 Jain Park Near Matiala
Road Uttam Nagar West Delhi-
110059 have changed name of
my minor son Siddarth
Dhamija aged 16 years and he
shall hereafter be known
Siddharth Dhamija.

0040801965-1

I, MADHU ASHOK KOMAR D/o
ASHOK DESAI, Aged About 21
Years, Residing at, C/o Ashok Desai,
Ward No.3, Mudhol Taluk, Uttur,
Bagalkot, Karnataka —587313. Do
Hereby changing my name from
MADHU ASHOK KOMAR to
MADHU ASHOK DESAI for all
purposes vide affidavit dated:
24/07/2025. 0130054438-1

I,PRAVIN KUMAR MAKKAR,S/O
MR.JETHANAND MAKKAR,R/O-
OPP VENKATESWARA
COLLEGE,?.NO.41,FIRST
FLOOR,SATYA NIKETAN,MOTI
BAGH-II,NEW DELHI-
110021,INFORM THAT PARVEEN
MAKKAR AND PRAVIN KUMAR
MAKKAR,BOTH NAMES ARE
SAME PERSON.  0040802044-6

I,Harpreet Singh R/o N-115 Delta-3
Greater-Noida,Gautam Budh
Nagar, UP,Have Change My Son’s
Name,From Rannvijay Singh
Kooner To Rannvijay Singh.

0040802055-4

I, Juned Ahmad S/o Magsood Alam
R/o Flat No. H-702, Tower-H,
Fusion Homes, Techzone-4,
Greater Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, UP-201308 have changed
my son’s name from Muhammad
Hammad to Hammad Ahmad and
his correct DOB is 1st September
2017 as per his Aadhar Card.

0040801971-1

| Virendra Kumar Chaturvedi S/o
Late Shri Hukum Chandra
Chaturvedi,R/o 256/5, Sector 16,
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, U.P -
201012, That VirendraKumar
Chaturvedi And V.K. Chaturvedi
Are The Names Of The Same
Person, IShould Be Known By
Both These Names Only, | Am
Doing This To Make Myldentity
Clear In My Driving License And
Other Records. 0040801966-1

I,Geeta W/0 Gulshan Kumar
Dua,R/0 B-5,1stFloor,Raja
Garden, New Delhi-110015,have
changed my name to Geeta
Dua. 0040802041-3

Itis for general information that
I,Abdul Hamid S/o Navrang
Ali,R/0 F-82,Rajdhani
Park,Nangloi West Delhi,Delhi-
110041,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Md Abdul Hamid in minor
sonYunis Aliaged 16 yearsin
his 10th class educational
documents.The actual name of
mine is Abdul Hamid which
may be amended accordingly.

0040801962-2

Itis for general information that
| SONU CHAUDHARY S/0
PRATAP SINGH R/O Bhagosa,
Distt-Mathura, Uttar Pradesh -
281502 declare that name and
date of birth of mine has been
wrongly written as SONU
CHAUDHARY and The actual
name of mine is SONPAL And
instead my date of birth
01/08/1996to
10/06/1991respectively which
may be amended accordingly.
Copy of Matric certificate and
PAN card as supporting
documentis annexed.

0040801961-1

I,Ravi Kant Choubey,S/0-Radha
Kant Choubey,resident of,Flat-
No0.150B,Block-38,LIG
Flats,Sector-99,Noida,Gautam
Buddha-Nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201301,have changed my-
minor son’s name,from Aarav
to Aarav Choubey. Henceforth
he would be known by the
name of Aarav Choubey,for
all,future purposes.

0040802041-8

ILRAVIS/O Heera,R/0 tc-1379,d-
block,transit camp anand
parbat,Anand-Parbat,PO:Karol
Bagh,DIST:Central Delhi,Delhi-
110005,have changed my name
to RAVIBHATT. 0040802044-5

I,RAJU KUMAR MEHAN,S/0-
KRISHAN KUMAR MEHAN,R/0-
876,Pocket-D,Dilshad
Garden,Near Fire Station,
Jhilmil,Delhi-110095,Change
My Name to RAJU MEHAN New
Name Permanently.

0040802044-8

ILViveka Khanna D/o Jeevan Lal
Kapoor R/0 E-87 South
Extension Part-1New Delhi -
110049 had lost my Original
saledeed of Flat No. B-104
Jaipuria Sunrise Greens,
Situated At Ahinsa Khand,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh in name of Viveka
Khanna can’t contact finder
9313863786. 0070980902-1

LLVijay Kumar S/o Ved Parkash
Sehgal,R/0 B-39A/1,Naraina
Vihar,Delhi-110028,have
changed my name to Vijay
Sehgal for all purposes.

0040801962-1

I,LRAJESH SANSANWAL,S/0O
RAJPAL SINGH SANSANWAL,
R/0-EB-195,MayaEnclave,Hari-
Nagar New-Delhi-
110064,inform that RAJESH
SANSANWAL and RAJESH
KUMAR SANSANWAL,ONE AND
THE SAME-PERSON.

0040802055-5

I,Pardeep Kumar R/0 H.N0.1801,
Amardeep Colony, Kaimeri
Road, Hisar (Haryana-125001)
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Pihu
Boorato Bakul Booraforall
future purposes. 0040801964-1

I,Sushil kumar S/o Budh sain
jain,R/0-C-116,Surya Nagar,
Ghaziabad-201011 have
changed my name to Sushil
kumar jain,for all purposes

0040802041-11

I,Sushil Kumar Jain,S/o Moji
Ram Jain,R/0
H.No.38/39,Second
Floor,Pocket-7,Sector-24,
Rohini,North West Delhi Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Sushil Jain. 0040802041-1

I,Service No.JC-389959P,Rank:-
Sub Name:-Doddaveerayya
Kashimath,father of, SACHIN
Presently,residing
at,H.No.135/72A,Basva
Colony,Pantnagar,Pant
BalekundriBK (PO),Belgavi
(Teh),Karnataka-591103,have
changed my minor son’s
name,from SACHIN to SACHIN
KASHIMATH. 0040802055-10

I,LSURYANSH KUMAR,S/0O VINOD
KUMAR,R/0O-R-808,RAGHUBIR-
NAGAR,TAGORE GARDEN,NEW
DELHI-110027,HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME FROM SURYANSH
KUMAR TO SURYANSH
PRAJAPATI,FORALL FUTURE
PURPOSES 0040801959-2

I,SNEHA D/O ANIL KUMAR,R/0-J-
52,BERI WALA BAGH,HARI
NAGAR,DELHI-110064,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
SNEHA TO SNEHA BAHOT,FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

0040801959-1

I,Parbodh Chander Monga
@P.C.Monga@Parbodh
Chander all names belong to
same person i.e.myself
Parbodh Chander Monga,S/o-
Ram Nath Monga,K-75,Kirti
Nagar,New-Delhi-110015

0040802041-7

I,Pallatu Vilappil Geetha,w/0 V A
Vasu Nair,R/0 7B, Pocket-
3,Mayur Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-
110091,have changed my name
to Geetha Vasu Nair
permanently 0040802042-1

I,SHYAMVEER BIDHURI S/O
JAIVEER SINGH R/O VILLAGE
DEVLA G.B.NUTTAR PRADESH-
201306,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SHYAMBIR

0040802044-2

I,SAMEER CHOUDHARY S/O
MOHIT KUMAR R/O B-439 F/F
YAMUNA ENCLAVE PANIPAT
HARYANA-132103.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO ROHAN
CHOUDHARY.

0040802044-4

I,Nawab S/o0 Mohd Marru,R/0 O-
47/1,Batla House Okhla Jamia-
Nagar New Delhi,have changed
my name Nawab to Nawab
Singh,for all,future purposes

0040802055-1

I,Nasreen Bano,W/0O-Matloob
Hasan,R/0O House no-E-49/1
Abul-Fazal Enclave,Part -2
Jamia nagar,New Delhi-
110025,have Changed my name
to NASREEN Permanently.

0040802019-5

LNANAKRAM,S/0 LATE
HUNDRAJ
MAL,ADDRESS:J1/15A,2ND
FLOOR,DLF PHASE-
2,GURGAON,HARYANA-
122008,changed my name to
NANAK RAM BINDRANI.

0040802019-3

I,Garv Chawla S/o Rajive
Chawla,R/0-H-303,First-Floor
New-Rajender Nagar,New
Delhi-110060,have changed my
name to Garvv Chawla,
Permanently. 0040801959-3

I,Farheen Parveen w/o Abu
Bakar R/0 1869,Main Road
Turkman Gate,Delhi-110006,
have changed my nameto
FARHEEN permanently.

0040802019-8

I,DEV RANA S/O. SH.RAMESH
RANA,R/O.
170,BJWASAN,SOUTH, WEST
DELHI-110061,INFORM THAT
DAVINDER RANA AND DEV
RANA,BOTH NAMES ARE SAME
PERSON. 0040802044-3

I,Gulshan Kumar S/o Attar
Chand,R/0 B-5, 1st Floor,Raja
Garden,New Delhi-110015,have
changed my name to Gulshan
Kumar Dua. 0040802041-4

I,Bahua S/o0 Mangal Kanojia R/o
Gopi Kheda Makhi Unnao, Uttar
Pradesh-209801 have changed
my name to Baua Kanojia.

0040802041-6

LOST & FOUND

I,Akash Bansal,s/o-Jawahar lal
Bansal r/o-B-41,Ashoka
Apprtment Sector -9 Rohini
Delhi,have lost Our Property
Documents.Of Flat.No.A3/2204,
Tower.No.3, Purvanchal Royal
City Phase-2,Sector CHI-
V,Greater-Noida, U.P.specifically a
Builder Buyer Agreement,Akash
Bansal +9873987388.

0040802055-9

COURT NOTICE

LOST MY ORIGINAL
EDUCATIONAL DOCUMENTS
10TH-CLASS
CERTIFICATE&MARKSHEET
ROLL.NO.26129546 PASSING
15/07/2020 AND 12TH-CLASS
CERTIFICATE&MARKSHEET
ROLL.NO.26625219 PASSING-
22/07/2022,FROM CBSE-BOARD
DELHI.MALAIKA MITTAL,D/O-
JATIN MITTAL,R/O-BK-
40,SHALIMAR BAGH DELHI-
110088.FINDER MY
CONTACT-9717731918.

0040802019-10

I,LBASANT DAMANI,S/O-
PRAHLAD DASS DAMANI,R/O-
321,NEAR-CHOTA GOPAL JIKA
TAMPLE,DAMANI-
CHOWK,BIKANER,RAJASTHAN-
334001,have changed my name
to BASANT KUMAR DAMANI,for
all purposes. 0040802019-4

I,ANAR DEVI W/0 Jogeshwar
Singh,R/0-Jhuggi
No.130,Nirman Majdoor Camp
Haiderpur,Shalimar Bagh
North West Delhi-110088,have
changed my name to USHA
DEVI. 0040802055-3

I, Soniya w/o Lalit Chand Fuloria
r/oRZG/23, Galino.-1, Vijay
Enclave, Delhi-110045 have
changed my name to LAXMI
DEVI. 0040801963-1

I, Singhvi Diviyani Chainraj W/o
Chirag Mehta R/o Vikas Vihar,
Aarti Nagar, Pal Gaon Jodhpur
Rajasthan-342001 have
changed my name from
Singhvi Diviyani Chainraj to
Diviyani Mehta. Henceforth |
would be known by the name of
Diviyani Mehta for all future
purposes. 0070980881-1

I, SatheeshPKS/oPL
Krishnaiah Shetty R/o No-51
2nd Floor, Near Holy Trinity
Church, Begor Main Road, VTC-
Mylasandra, PO-
Bommanabhalli, Sub District-
Bangalore South, District-
Bengaluru, Karnataka - 560068,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Sathwik PS Aged 17
Years to Diganth P S forever

0070980864-1

I, Sanita daughter of Kartar
Singh resident of E50,
Manglapuri, Palam Colony,
South West Delhi, New Delhi-
110045, changed my name to
Sunita Birhman after marriage
with Anup Singh Birhman.

0070980874-1

I, Rashima Gaba W/0 Kshitij
Bajaj R/o0 H.N0.304, Tower B1,
Cleo County, Sector-121, Noida,
UP-201301 have changed my
name to RASHIMA BAJAJ for all
future purposes. 0070980906-1

I,SHYAM LAL GARG,S/0O-MEER
SINGH,R/0O S-89A,PARAMPURI,
UTTAM-NAGAR,NEW DELHI-
110059,declare that name of
my wife written as HANSWATI
& Date.of.Birth is written as-8-
5-1953,in my service-record/
PPO N0.001620000267,but her
actual name is-HANSWANTI
GARG & Correct Date.of.Birth
is-01-01-1953,respectively.

0040802019-9

I,Mukesh Kumar,s/o0 Sohan
Singh Ahluwalia,R/0O H.No.B-
3,G-Floor,Gali No.2,Jagat
Puri,Krishna-Nagar,Delhi-
110051,have changed my name
to Mukesh Kumar Ahluwalia
permanently. 0040802041-5

I,Mohammad Wasim,S/0
Mahafuj R/0-H.No.00 Village
Shiv Nagar Colony,Salarpur
PO:-Maharishi Nagar,Dist:-
Gautam Buddha Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh-201304,have changed
my name to Mohd Wasim.

0040802044-7

I,SHUJADDIN ANSARI,S/o0 Nisar
Ahmad Ansari,R/0-3131,Gali
Sushila Turkman Gate Delhi-
110006,have changed my name
to SHUJAUDDIN ANSARI
permanently 0040802019-7

I,MOHAD AMJAD ALI,S/O-
SIRAZUDDIN,R/O N-62/552 T-
HUTS NEAR PATRACHAR
VIDHALYA TIMARPUR DELHI-
110054,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD AMJAD
ALILFORFUTURE. 0040802055-2

I, SANJANA D/O SHAILESH
KUMARSINGH R/O VILLAGE
DEORHI POST-BASANTPUR
DISTRICT-BHOJPUR STATE-
BIHAR-802156.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO SANJANA SINGH.

0040802019-6

I,SAIYAD SHADAB ALI,S/0-
Nawab Ali,R/0-House.No.R-
101,Street.No.22,Brahampuri,D
elhi-110053,have changed my
name Syed Shadab Alito
Saiyad Shadab Ali for all
purposes. 0040802041-9

I Aman Bisht S/o Manber Singh,
R/010/183 block 10 khichri pur,
Delhi 110091 have changed my
name to Aman Bisht as per
document. 0070980815-1

I, Rita Kumari alias Rita Devi W/o
Umesh Kumar Pandit, R/o House
No. 501, Bhim Nagar, Gurugram
122001, have changed my name to
Rita Pandit for all future purposes.

0050271031-1

Itis for general information that
I,VIKASH,son of, RAKESH
KUMAR,resident of,C-
218,Street No.6A, Meet-
Nagar,Shahdara,Delhi-
110094,declare that name of
my mother has been wrongly-
written as SUKENTLA in my
10TH-certificate.The Actual-
name of my motheris
SHAKUNTLA DEVI
respectively,which may be
amended accordingly.

0040802055-6

I, Krishanlal Bhagwandas
Chugh, S/o Bhagwan Das,
resident of Near G.T.B. Metro
station, 2007, Second Floor,
Outram Line, Kingsway Camp,
Guru Teg Bahadur Nagar, North
West Delhi, Delhi- 110009, have
changed my name from
Krishanlal Bhagwandas Chugh
to Krishan Lal Chugh.
Henceforth, | would be known
by the name of Krishan Lal
Chugh for all future purposes.

0070980895-1

I,SACHIN GABA,F/O-ARV
GABA,R/O-HOUSE. NO.A-
180,NEHRU VIHAR,CIVIL-
LINE,DIST:NORTH DELHI-
110054,inform that my wife
name GUNJAN GABA and
GUNJAN,both names are same
person. 0040802044-10

I,SACHIN GABA,F/O-ARV
GABA,R/O-HOUSE. NO.A-
180,NEHRU VIHAR,CIVIL-
LINE,DIST:NORTH DELHI-
110054,inform that my wife
name GUNJAN GABA and
GUNJAN,both names are same
person. 0040802044-9

l,Lovejeet S/o0-Surinder pal,Add-
C-42/A Budh Bazar road Near-
AshaHospital,Vikas,west
Delhi-110059,changed my
nameto Lovejeet Bhatti.

0040802043-2

I, NEETA VIVEK TRIKHA W/O
LATE VIVEK TRIKHA, R/0 C-604,
AMRAPALI EXOTICA, SECTOR-
50, NOIDA, DISTT. GAUTAM
BUDDHA NAGAR, U.P.-
201301,have changed my name
from NITA VIVEK TRIKHA to
NEETA VIVEK TRIKHA for all
purposes. 0040801970-1

I, Mrinal Krishanlal Chugh, S/o0
Krishan Lal Chugh, resident of
CB2-901,9TH Floor Tower-CB2,
Supertech Capetown Sector -
74,Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh 201306,
have changed my name from
Mrinal Krishanlal Chugh to
Mrinal Chugh. Henceforth, |
would be known by the name of
Mrinal Chugh for all future
purposes. 0070980892-1

I, Kavya Aggarwal S/o Mukesh
Kumar Aggarwal R/o G-1, Plot
No 1/13, Sector 1, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201010, have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Kartik Aggarwal.

0070980910-1

I,LKAVITA W/O SHYAMVEER R/O
VILLAGE DEVLA G.B.NUTTAR
PRADESH-201306,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO KAVITA
BIDHURI. 0040802044-1

I, Jagmeet Singh,S/0-Jeet Singh
Pawa,R/0-H-99,Plot.N0-38
G.S.Appartment Near-
Sachdeva PublicSchool,Sector-
13,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Jagmeet
Singh Pawa. 0040802042-3

I,Jagdish Kumar s/o,Lachhman
Dass,r/0,A-197-198,First
Floor,Prashant Vihar
Rohini,sector-14,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Jagdish Kumar Choudhary
forall purposes. 0040802019-1

I,Ruchi D/o Manni Chand,R/0O
H.No.22/280,Trilokpuri Second
Floor,PO-Patparganj East
Delhi,New Delhi-110091,have
changed my name to Ruchi
Soni. 0040802041-2

I,Reena Rawal @Reena @Rina
W/o0 Hemant Kumar,R/0 H.No-
91, Sector-10D, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad,U.P-201012,have
changed my name to Reena
Gaur.

0040802043-1

I, Deepika Rawat, D/o Dinesh
Singh, R/o Flat No.-72B, L.1.G-1,
Shakti Khand-1, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014, have
changed my name from
Deepika Ranato Deepika
Rawat. Henceforth | would be
known by the name of Deepika
Rawat for all future purposes.

0070980915-1

l,iInoos S/o0 Bismilla Shah,R/0
Plot.No.17/SFS-27,EWS Dabua
Colony,Faridabad NIT Haryana-
121001,have changed my name
toInoos Shah for all future
purposes. 0040802019-2

I,Gurmeet Bedi,w/0 Ajay Pal
Singh,R/0 H.NO.308A/20,
Shakti Nagar, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001,have changed
my name to Gurmeet Kaur
permanently. 0040802042-2

I,Gunjan Bhan allise Gunjan
Tekchandani.W/o-Pnakaj
Tekchandani.R/0 E-67,3rd
Floor,Greater Kailash-2,New
Delhi-110048,have changed my
name Gunjan Bhan
Tekchandani,for all purposes.

0040802043-3

I, Dinesh Singh, S/o0 Gokal Singh,
R/o Flat No.- 72B, LIG-1, Shakti
Khand-1, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014, informs
that Dinesh Singh Rawat and
Dinesh Singh both names are
of same person. In future I shall
be known as Dinesh Singh for
all future purposes.

0070980913-1

I, Bimal Maji S/o Panchanan
Maji R/o Street No.12 H.No. 3624
, Raigar Pura, Karol Bagh, Delhi
-110005 That My son Abhik Maji
correct date of birth is 14-02-
2010 incorrect of 14-02-2011.

0070980907-1

I, BIMLA DEVI Wife of No-
4559392X Rank-NK Name-
NIMESH KUMAR Presently
residing VILL-NAKHET, PO-
SHILLING, TEH+DISTT-
PITHORAGARH,
UTTARAKHAND-262530, have
changed my name from BIMLA
DEVIto BIMALA DEVI for all
future purposes and in my
husband’s service records my
date of birth wrongly
mentioned as 21/01/1972
instead of my correct date of
birthas 01/01/1972 vide
Affidavit dated 28/07/2025
before Notary Public, Delhi.

0070980875-1

I, Arvind Guleria S/o Balram
Singh GuleriaR/o0 C-4,RD
Apartment, Plot No-20, Dwarka
Sec-6, South West Delhi -
110075, have changed my
minor daughter’s name from
Maira Guleriaaged 17 years to
Myra Guleria forever

0070980884-1

I, AMRITA SAMEER, W/O CHETAN
SAMEER, R/O FlatNo - G232,
DLF New Town Heights, Sector -
86, Nawada Fatehpur(112),
Sikanderpur, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122004, have
changed my name to AMRITA
for all future purposes.

0070980883-1

I Rajni W/o Sushil kumar jain
R/0-C-116,Surya
Nagar,Ghaziabad-201011 have
changed my name to Rajni Jain
forall purposes. 0040802041-12

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

WHEREAS my clients Sh. Sripal son of Late Shiv
Lal & Smt. Meena wife of Sh. Sripal both residing
at 9/4687, Gali No.l, Ajit Nagar, Dharam Pura,
Gandhi Nagar, Delhi-110031, has desired and
declare that they has broken all family relation and
disowned & debarred from the immoveable and

moveable properties, Nitin Kumar (son), Akansha
W/o Nitin Kumar (Daughter-in-Law), Devansh S/o
Nitin Kumar (Grand-son), Perasha D/o Nitin
Kumar (Grand-daughter), Jatin (son), Nidhi W/o
Jatin (Daughter-in-Law), Tanishq S/o Jatin
(Grand-son ) and Ankit (son), Peryanka W/o Ankit
(Daughter-in-Law) causing mis-behavior for ever
with immediate effect, my clients will not
responsible for any dealing with them.

Deo Raj Singh (Advocate)
Chamber No.B-108,

Baba Guru Charan Singh Block,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
enaral putlic = harsby mismmean
thal my client Sh. Subhash
Chander. 500 Sumar Chand, RO
LIG Flaks 257, Sedlor-168, Pocked-
2, Dk Secior-168, Dethi- 110074
hias seddad Al Hhelr ralalions wibh RS
g0 Sauranh, o B-12481, .."-ﬂl'lﬁ!'lgll'
Fun, Dalhl-110033 due o his bad)
hatels and anll-sociel activibes
Thal rmy above namad cliant has
also discamad ard dabamed his
gon, namaly- Saursth, from all of hs
mavabl and immovabie properbes
Arybady dealing will Saurabh ..'.uI!I
do o 8s 81 theawr own rliss and
raspongibility, and my clant will not
be respansitha for any ot daed, Or
dealings by Shri Saurabh,

RISHABH EH.ﬁEI'MI I:P.IJ"'«I'DEJ-.TE]

PUBLIC NOTICE

Informsation is gven to the genaral peblic
atlarge thal my chant Mes, [l"rru_m akisha
Dol wfd 1 15 avrier al the Enten Fost
Fleae wwthout roed ?EIIIH 1"Floea™ of
Residential . Plot Mo, Biock-E, zrea
messuring 200 sn. yards, situated in the
residential colony bmpwn s5 South
Extensiem Part-i, situabed a1 'l"J|'IEI'.= Knila
Mabarakpw, Delhi though See Daed
dlstesf 1. I:I3 'I'ilhiur'u.-llﬁﬂh [ [ I|I|I||
La! Tanea Doc. I|1r|:| was the
owner thiaugh Eale [Ieni deted 30003
1966 |Doc, Mo, 2391 executed by Wr.
Swinder Math Eaisthe whe was the
nvaner thimugh Sale Desd dated 1210
1955 |Ooc Hn JBEY] eaecuied hy OLF
and Congtructon Limded, That
w Urignal &ede desds have been lst
and iz nof traceable. Onliss FLR. Rave
been filed on J8.08, 2075 vide |8 Mo
FA57468/2075, Crma Branch Delhi
Anyone wha linds the same may pleasn
rElyrn Bn the abow mentigend addrese.
Mzuse of the sail documenis shall be
liskie Tar action wader the law of che land.
Now, my chant intemds 10 3e8 the said
ir-:-pern to mianded puln:li!lasar
My perzon|sy, insdituton any claim
far uh|!|if'|mn in reapec {L i#= said
pr:paftr shadl commumicate the sema to
the wdersigned & qur nddmess within 10
days Irom 15 publication ol (ks noben
with documeniary ewdence B af.-pur[
theseof, faiing whech all the cisim, of such
person and instituton shall not ba Banding
upon the said ur:v;-ert; or pvchaser.
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FUBLIC RO TICE

Pl iy eneel e Duairss Praael, Se
|Lade Fairws Mo, Bio H e 107 Vilage
Ehikafpus, Majabgam MNes Deihi -
PIB042. hos saversd al reashiors el
Padaby dbiomme Gl dehaF i a6
Breananl Typge trom sl e mereaies
aihd iy G e Ml Gk B0 PéE
COFHIERoS msbefayio, misoonduct
and rude aflibude Gradnds oy clenl
aitd his famaly. Wy chent amd hes Bamalsy
marmibary kel nol B respormsie For
any acts, dealings, liahifies, or
ciligalimns meieer Ll e Ty N
[Praafant Tyl mciuefirg ary finaeesi
rwnEreereend e by Bam

Aty parRon daalng wills Pem uhall oo
50 HFer own rssoaed cost mnd ey
Climit @i Fud Eamidry Pl fein De dable
I Ty mamner weiRtsneerr

Wiass Praaash (hdvocato)

Ch.IR] Leifu Migh Court. Deifs. 115050

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is inform to all General Public that my
clientess AMRESH PATHAK S/O VANISH
CHANDRA PATHAK, R/O E-7C/608-A, FIRST
FLOOR STREET NO. 7C NEAR STAR GOLD
PUBLIC SCHOOL, SANGAM VIHAR,
HAMDARD NAGAR, SOUTH DELHI, 110062
have disowned & debarred her daughter
KAMINI KUMARI D/0O AMRESH PATHAK R/0 D-
5/315 A, SANGAM VIHAR, SOUTH DELHI-
110062, from all movable & immovable
properties due to out of control, misconduct &
disrespectful behavior toward my client. My
client has also severed all her relations from her
since 28 july 2025. If anybody deals with her,
he/she wil do so at his/her own risk, cost &
consequences. My client shall do not be held
responsible for any acts in any manner
whatever. ANURAG JAIN (ADVOCATE)
CH. NO. 1218 Lawer Chamber Block

Rohini Court Delhi-110085

|v'-':rn-.'n all that my clignt 3h, MOHD
MUBARAK ABBASI, Sio Livakat A

Fio 1088, Ward No. 1, Mshrauli,
South Dalhl, Delhi, 190030, has
severed’ disowned their redations
and conneclions from femily of his
son MUSHARIB and his wifa AL-
ASHRA, debar them from entire
rmovenle and iImmavesble properties
including the property ecouired by my
chand in pasl, present and fubure andg
nave no refation with them
whatspaver. My ciant and his family
mambars will not resgonsible for any
deeds and acls of their son
MUSHARIB and hiz wide Al-Ashra
and thair prasant and futre chikdrens
in &y mannar,

Azqar Khan & Szhil Khan (Advocaies)
Ch. Nod34 Sehed Cout, Mew Dabi-i7

“"IMPORTANT"™

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

COURT NOTICE
[Uia 5 Rube 20 CPG)

I THE CIOQURT OF 3h. Mahavir Singh
Exclusive Gommernsial Gourd
Guirugram
Mext Dade, Purposa of case, Orders
ard Judgmanss a5 well a5 alher case |
informalion is evalabla on
kit fesaurts. povin
Anil Maheshrari Throvgh Post

|
Lambda Infratech Limited
CHR Mo, HRGRI-D03E33-2025
IS NOUEXEM T1E025]
Blewt Darte-3107- 20251
PUBLICATION ISEUED TO:

(LAMBDA INFRATECH LIMITED|
THROUGH ITS DIRECTOR KUNJAN|
{ARDRA R/IO HOUSE MNO. A3T |
ROSEWOQOD CITY SEC-49,
GURLUIGRAM |
wyherzas I kas besn proved 1o @8
izafisiacion of tha Court thalt the|
[delendantislirdspondeniis) above)
nemed capnct ba served in the!
'-'_||l:|r|£|r:|l iy ol &arhcE. HEte, ||'|$;
proclamation under ordar § Rusa 20
[GPC iz hereby issued  against|
him/them and shouwld appear|
parsoraky or threugh thess counset an

3002025 at 10:00a.m,
Taka nofce thal, in defaull of hisfthair|
appearance on the day before
mentiarad, tha abova said case wil be|
heard and deternined in Risikeal

absence according o law,
Gaven under my hand and e seat of|
theCour, this 28-07-2025 |
Exclasive Commercial Dour
 Burugram|

COURT NOTICE
[Ufo 5 Ruta 20 CPC)
|I THE COLRT OF Sh, Mahawir Singh
Commergial Couwrl, Gurugram
DINESH SHARMA V5 SOMPAL
CHA Mo, HRGRI-007344-2024 |
CI5 WO, EXESSIEIH

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)

(RAILWAY BOARD)
No. 2025/Tk-I122/6/3 (ZITMS)

Corrigendum No. 1

Mew Dalhi, di.: 28.07.2025

Sub : E-stender na. TM -2501 for procurement of Integrated Track Manltoring
System from Zero Speed (ZITMS) and its Operations and Maintenance

The closing date of the subject lender dee on 29,07 2025 (Tuesday on 15:00 hrs) has
Beenaudanded 10 21,08 205 { Thursday on 15:00 hes)

Allather terms and conditions of e Subjedt lender shall remadn unchanged

ExE
&

229812025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

{Anurag Kumar)

Executive Director Track (Mo, )
Railway Board

Ry, 011-478-45530

E-mail id: anurag.irse0S@gouin

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Md. Riyaan, S/o: Late Mohd. Rafir, Rlo: Jhuggi No.-173, T-Camp,
Krishan Colony, Kali Basti, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi has committed
(ar Is suspected lo have commitled) the offence in Case FIR No.
2792017, Uls 392/1411/34 IPC, P.5.; Vikaspuri, New Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Md. Riyaan cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Md. Riyaan
has absconded {or 15 concealing himself to avoid the service of

the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Md. Riyaan accused of
Case FIR No. 279/2017, Uls 392/411/34 IPC, P.5.: Vikaspuri, New
Delhi and is required to appear before this Court fo answer the said
complainton or before 09.09.2025.

DP/9227/WD/2025
{Court Matter)

By Order
Rishabh Kapoor

Judicial Magistrate, First Class-05
Dwarka Court, New Delhi

COLRT NOTICE-28-08-2025 |
MUNADI-TT.09, 2025
AUCTION-25.00, 2025
REPCRT-0A:10.2025/
(PROCLAMATION/COURT NOTICE|
IS5UEDTO:-
|PROPERTY BEARING NO. 36001025
SHARE EQUAL TO 2 HARNAL OUT|
|{OF KHEWAT/KHARA NO. 528 MIN|
(MU, NO. 84 KILA HO. 20033
14),291112(1-58) TOTAL KILA 7|
RAKBA 5 KANAL 3 MARLA SALAM
RakKBA AND KHEWAT WO, 529 524
MIN. T4 KILA WO, 10N22(2(1-3}
1H{0-J A0 T [0-15), 2872{1-0),|
29MMNB-18) KITA 5 RAKBA 4
HARNAL T MARLA 1/8 SHARE
EQUAL 10 MARLAR BARSAITOTAL|
§ KAMAL 13 MARLA & SARSAI
MaUJA SADRANA, TEHSIL
[HARSARU DISTRICT GURUGRAM
(RE. 05,00,000/-[800 SQUARD}|
ATTACHED PROPERTY OF JD.
in aboreg lilled casa, the dalendanlis)|
frespordentis) could pol be served, 1|
i orderad thal dafendant{sh|
|rezpondendi=) shoud sppear in parsan
ar thraugh counse! on 08-10-2025 al|
1kDla.m
For detais logon 1o hiipsdihlghcowrt|
chd.gov.ini?ra=district notice|
| Bdistrict=Gurugram
| Commercial Court, Gurugram
{Cated, this dey of 26-07-2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Md. Avid Alam S/o Md. Salim Alam R/o H.No. 11115, Gali
Tant Wali, Motia Khan, Paharganj, Delhi has committed {or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case E-FIR
No. 1274/2022 U/s 411 IPC, P.S. Sadar Bazar, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said Md. Avid Alam cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my salisfaction that the said Md. Avid Alam
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service

of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Md. Avid
Alam of case E-FIR No. 1274/2022 U/s 411 IPC, P.S. Sadar
Bazar, Delhiis required to appear bafore this Court lo answer
the said complaint on or before 25.09.2025.

Judicial Magistrate First Class-06
Central District, Room No. 247, Second Floor

DPM803/N/2025(Court Matter)

By Order
sh. Gaurav Goyal

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

NAME OF
No BOARD/CORP./AUTH

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

OPENING | AMOUNT / EMD
DATE (APPROX.) IN
CLOSING RUPEES
DATE
(TIME)

| PDG. HIGH MAST LIGHTING INSTALLATION IN PURCHASE CENTRETO

HSAMS,

ROHTAK 2505

SR. NAME OF
No. | BOARD/CORP./AUTH

MUNICIPAL
1 CORPORATION,
GURUGRAM

DEPLOYMENT OF THE TRACTOR WITH TROLLIES AND MANPOWER AT

NEWLY ADDED GARBAGE VULNERABLE

SUB-YARD IN VILLAGE GHIRAI (MC HANSI) C.M. ANNOUNCEMENT CODE

25.07.2025
05.08.2025

* FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : wwww.haryanaeprocurement, gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

OPENING | AMOUNT / EMD
DATE (APPROX.) IN
CLOSING RUPEES
DATE
_ (TIME) |
25.07.2025 EMD

POINTS NEW ZONE-3 RECALL 01.08.2025 RS. 50,674/

RS. 11,57, 344)-

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9812100311

hts:etendersry.icin xenelectrohtak2025.hsamb@gmail.com

No. 37031/HRY |

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

9466427222

https://etenders.hry.nic.in ee.sbm@mcg.govin

FEORFUREAERANFORMATION KINDLY ISHTharvancharyanaepnoourementigevimaraavmnatenders hrypicin v

SR. NAME OF
No. BOARD/CORP./AUTH

1 | MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE,
JULANA

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

| CONST. OF REVENUE RASTA NO.
KHASRA/ KILLA NO 43//5 CONST. OF REVENUE RASTA NO 196 FROM

@p COVERNMENT OF HARYANA RIS

OPENING AMOUNT / WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DATE EMD BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
CLOSING (APPROX.)
DATE IN
| (TIME) | RUPEES | |
193 FROM BAKHTA KHERA ROAD TO 23.07.2025 RS. https://etenders.hry.nic.in 7206353677
06.08.2025 46,40,445/- secmcjulana@gmail.com

CHC ROAD TO STADIUM. + 1 WORKS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT www.haryanaeprocurenient.gov.in or www.et'enders.hry.nic.in |

No. 37029/HRY

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer, Trans, Line Maintt,
Division-VII, JKPTCL Srinagar-190010
Ph. No. 0194-3516481, e-mail: tUmd7.jkptelie gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-NIT No, TLMD-VII/ 03 of 2025-26, Dated: 26: 07;: 2025

of Managmg [
tenders. vabd for 180 days are hereby mvited from eligible,

)
&

For and on behall
(JEPTCL) online

I5'1.1|1.'1.1II:. sound regrstered manuf faciurers

trade as per terms, conditions, echniéal specifications and schedules thereto

documents, for the supply of material

Ihe Cost of Tender Documents shall be depostted into the bank Account of Executive Engineer Transmission
Line Mantenance Dhvision-Y1I, Snnagar bearing CD) A/C No, 3670102000001 82 J&K Bank Tankipora
srinagar and the bonk receipt shall be uploaded

Phe EMDY in the lomm of COR/FDR pledeged 9 the Executive Engineéer Transmission Line Mainienance
[ nvision-YI1 Srimogar, shall be uploaded and the onginal bank imstrument shall be deposited alongwath hard

rector Jammu & Kashmir Poswer
authorized dealers

5 0% detmbed m the SR

copy of tender upto the specibed date,

suppliers having sufficient experience in the

Comporation Lrmsted

p—— g - |
reputed, experienced and

1 FEINETIESS MO0

mentioned in standard bdding

Thie Standard Budding Document 15 pvailable ot website hitp:/jkienders.goyv.in
A !'h;u,'|'i||.lim1 I_II_\ hidveriised cosi % rmcnand - o&t al Tender I umne ol --I
M, il Work {inclusive ol avies) al I %1 hawe, (v |.I|rn1|||1'llur|_
in 1™ I nes I|'| I Acs rifundable) INK |
T T T T E—mre- ik 0 T
| rian ekt anil rall KW i L
Capacitive Voluge Tronslforrer] o B
i Per Specifications
The Bidding Documents consisting of Pre<Cualifving Reguireaments feligibility enteria, specilications, Bill of
Criantities (BOOY, sel of Terms amd Conditions of the coniract and other related detsils can be
seon/downlonded from the J&K Government's wobsite httpt/www jkienders.gov.in, s per Scheduled of
cliles gven Dol
LIST OF IMPMIRT 'L"'-.f DATES
EIII:'l'\-l IETTIT Rl rll‘llll\' Mk | 'y I| l||"'
Caline Start dote of downlogding of Tender Documenis 0T 0% O
Chnline Stmrd dute & time ol e-Hid submission | 2807 =205 [ [ 4040 Hirs.}
1 |CEnline Lasl daie & ¢ -| vl =Ml suberssso |"| L= S ] RN M. )
_-?_||_._._||. ||| muTl ||||| .||r.| ||n.|||_ I"'.II"G _'I |||I-'I|||. |
& [Online Techno-Commercml Bids ¢ Iperning LDate & tme [G-(-2025 (1 3-(K0Hrs, )
Eke andd time ol opening |F.|'| ice e=Hid ({mly ol the F-|||-.' daie & rimg ol opening of price ¢-hids
bachrmiculls ||||.'||'|-_'|| Hodclers b sl by nolifed separaiety
|
|. The Techno-Commercial Bids al all participatmg Bidders shall be opened onling in the offive ol Execulive
Engmeer TLMD VI Beming Srinagar Kashmir, The date & time of opening of Price Bads of the gqualifying
bidders ghall be notified on J&K Government's website httpo/woww jktenders.gov.in and conveyed 1o the
Hidders mutomatically through e-mail message, The hardcopies shall have o be submitied in the ofTice of
Executive Engineer TLMD VI, Bemina Srnagar Kashmir by 18-08-2025 ( 14:00 Hrs)
2. Ularifications, 1f any, can @lso be sought from the office o the undersigned on  e-mail
timd7. jkptclm gmail.com.
A. The Department reservies the right tooreject any orall the Bids-al any stage withoul assignng any reason
thereot
S/~

DIPK-NB-1371/25- DATE 28 JULY 2025

Exccutivie Engineer
FLMD-VII, Bemina Srinagar

Join [EREE Willtsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cSmiliDvilhxvwWb3Agy98ntRies  Indianexpresscom sy Wljoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHatsapp. §lin/HDvqPnxvwWb.
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| ANDHRA PRADESH CAPITAL REGION DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Lenin Genter, Governerpet, Vijayawada - 520002 (A.F.)

NIT No.44/ MAUG1-PLGOAUDI/2025-PLG/2nd Call, DL28.07.2025
E Procurement Tender Notice Second Call

Mame of Work: APCRDA-"RFP for engagement of Landscape Architect for
providing Comprehensive Designs for Landscaps, Waterways, Bridges ale., in
Amaravat Government Complex”,

The bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement porfal from 29.07.2025 to
13.08.2025 up to 14.00 Hrs. Due dale for submission of Bid is 13.08. 2025 up to
15.00 Hrs, Technical bid opening 13.08.2025 @16.00Hrs. For further details

Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

Please refor iowww.apeprocurament_gov.in and www.crda.ap. gov.in
(Regd: Office PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813

Sdi- Commissianer, APCRDA, Wiayawaca
Website:- www.pspcl.in | Phone no. 96461-10914

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CONSTABLE ADIT KUMAR DAS, PPMG
02.06.1972 - 29.07.2005
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security

i Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable Adit
‘L 1 Kumar Das, PPMG on his Balidan Diwas. On this day,
17 lhe sustained fatal bullet injuries in a fierce encounter

with militants in Srinagar area, J&K and later succumbed to his injuries

E-Tender Enq. No. 650/P-1/EMPW-13079 dated 24.07.25

Dy. Chief Engineer/ Headquarter (Procurement Cell-1) GGSSTP,
Roopnagar invites E-Tender ID No. 2025 POWER 145805 1 for
Clearance of sarkanda, weed, jala, booti etc. from Ghanauli drain from
Doburji Post up to ChakDhera bridge at GGSSTP, Rupnagar during
2025-26. For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 25.07.25 from 05.00 PM onwards.

Note: - Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No.1644/PB RTP-88/25

at 92 base hospital.

CONSTABLE T STEPHEN
03.04.1977 - 29.07.2021

§ Force remember its gallant Jawan Constable T Stephen
on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he made ultimate
= isacrifice while on operational duty at Udhampur
| Railway station, Jammu.

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)

NEW DELHI - 110001
E-TENDER NO. 2025RSI8742TC

Principal Exscutive irector, Railway Stores (5}, Minisiny of Railways, Railway Board,
Government of Indla invies e-lender for procurement of 536,657 Nos, Low Torque
Grease Seal for AAR Standard Upgraded Clags "EY6"%11") bearings uzed in freight
stock o RDS0s Specification Mo, WD-83-MISC-2020 of Octaber 2020 with latest
amandmenis, if any through E-Reverse fuction.

2.0 The interested lenderers are advised o visit the website http:iireps.gov.in for
datails of the tender and submission of thair a-bids

3.0 No manual oifers will be accepted against e-lender,

4.0 Tender will be closed at 15:00 howrs on 28.08.2025.

5.0 8my corrigendum o this tendes will be published on the websiie hittp:{lireps.govin
anly and notin printmedia, EixE

Director, Rallway Stores (W),
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi,
For and on behall of the President of India

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

230012025

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Bejai, Mangaluru-575 004
Phone: 0824-2885796 CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425
Ko: MESCOM/T34/1T Date: 28.07 2025
TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through KPP portal mode Only)

MERCOM

MESCGOM imvites the tender from the prospective bidders for “Supply,
Installation and Commissioning of Desktop PCs to MESCOM Offices” vide
Tender Enguiry No: MESCOM/2025-26/IND0134.

Theinterested eligible bidders may log on to hitps://kppp. karnataka.gov.in‘on
or after 01.08.2025, For information about the KPP portal, comtact the
heipline at +91-8046010000/806849487 77 or e-mail address;
supporti@eprochelpdesk.com,

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele)(Projects)

DIPRMNGI547/MPLIZ5-26 MESCOM. Mangaluru.

For Power Related Complaints and Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

TENDER NOTICE

PRABHA ENERGY LIMITED
Corporata Ofice © 124, Abkeshres Carparate Fark, Opp. Swagat Bungalolss BRTS Bus 5o,
Ambd Bopal Road, Ambi, Ahmadabad - 350058
Phane: D277 - 468 611, E-mad ; pnocamd@prabhaenergy.com

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

30 Bn of CRPF was deployed in Jammu and Kashmir
for anti-terrorist operations. On 29 July 1995, vehicles
carrying troops of the Bn ran into an ambush during an
Jarea domination patrol at Bemina, PS.Parimpora on
Srinagar-Baramulla by pass road. Militants first
blasted an IED followed by indiscriminate fire at the
troops. One of the vehicles came under direct impact
of the blast and Shri B. S. Rahi, Asst. Comdt. sustained
severe injuries. Despite injuries he immediately took
position along with troops and retaliated. After the
fierce encounter, the militants fled from the area.
Despite sustaining injuries. Shri B. S. Rahi, Asst.
Comdt. led his men from the front and laid down his
life for the nation. His gallant action stands out as the shining example
of courage, leadership and selfless devotion in the best traditions of
CRPE

Veer Balidani
Asst. Comdt.
Shri B.S.Rahi
30 Bn.
1-4-1944 To
29-7-1995

Yet another shining example of the selfless service and
great courage by the members of the CRPF was
displayed by Sub Inspector Mohan Singh of 120 Bn of
CRPE deployed in Manipur for conducting
counter-insurgency operations. During one of the
_ 8. operations conducted against these insurgents on the
™ Mr 29th of July 1999 in Imphal, Sub Inspector Mohan
Veer Balidani |Singh Bisht laid down his life during a fierce
Sub Inspector |encounter. During the encounter he advanced
Mohan Singh |ferociously to the holed up insurgents and launched a

et

Bisht brutal attack. His daring assault inflicted heavy loss on
120 Bn. [the insurgents. The insurgents to save their lives
15-8-1949 To |lobbed grenades at him due to which he got severely
29-7-1999 |injured and later succumbed to his injuries. For his

gallant action he was awarded Police Medal for
Gallantry (posthumous).

On 29 July 2005, two militants attacked posts of BSF
and civil police. On receiving the information troops of
CRPF led by DIG rushed to the location and made

attempts to figure out exact locations where terrorists
___#flwere hiding. After getting some information the troops
Veer Balidani
Head moved forward but militants in hiding fired heavily on
Coﬁ;?i]?)le/ them inflicting injuries to many including Head
Ra%%ﬁﬁ%an Constable/ Radio Operator Ram Bhuvan Yadav who
Yadav later succumbed to his injuries and attained
5 Sig Bn. . . .
3-2-1971 To |martyrdom. The operation was continued by joint
29-7-2005 |¢orces and two militants were killed.

1| Tender No PEL/ACEMMNEK BLOCK/PIPELINE
TRENCHING, HDD, BUTT FUSION AND
COMMISSIONING OF 47, 6" 8" & 127

HOPE PIPELINE /07/25

Dascription of Work Pipaline Trenching, HDD, Butt Fusion
and Commissioning of 47, 6”7, B" & 127
HOPE Pipeline for North Karanpura

CBM Block, Jharkhand

Last date of submission of bid 08 August 2025 at 17:00 Hrs, IST

PEL, as a punt operator, on behall of consorium campnsing with PEL, OMGCL
and 10CL, Invites tenders from reputed and experienced Service Providers for
Pipgling Trenching, HDD, Bult Fusion and Commissicning of HDPE Pipeling
for Morth Karanpura CBM Block, Jharkhand, India.

Interestad Service Providers may plaase visit hitps:/ipepl.etenders.in.
Tender Documents are available for download on e-tender portal

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Office of the Executive Engineer, Lakes (East Zone-
K R Puram Constituency) Room No.309, 3rd Floor,

Annex-3 Building, BBMP Head Office,
N.R. Square, Bengaluru-560 002,

No: EE/Lakes/East&KRPC/TN-04/Call-3/2025-26 Date: 28.07.2025

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
(IFT)

(Through GOK KPP Fortal https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in anly)
Tenders on ltem Rate basis are invited by the undersigned
for the works mentioned below from the registered
contractors of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike or
Equivalent registration with CPWD/IKPWD/Railways/MES
or any State Government Organizations.

&l Name of the Work

Mo

Upgrading of Inlet at Seegehalli Lake (Call-3)
1. | (General) - K R Puram. Value of Work: 7.100.00 Lakhs,
EMD: <.2,00,000/-

Calendar of Events : (1) Date of Availability of Tender
documents on 29.07.2025 after 4:00 pm. (2) Pre bid
Meeting will be held on 30.07.2025 at 3:00 pm in the
office of Chief Engineer Lakes (No.208, 3rd fioor,
Annex-2 building, BBMP head office, NR Square)
(3) Last date & Time for receipt of Tenders is 05.08.2025
upto 3:00 pm. (4) Date of Opening of Technical Bid is
06.08.2025 at 3:30 pm. (5) Date of Opening of Financial
Bid After approval of Technical Bid.
Sd/- Executive Engineer
Lakes (East Zone & KRPC)

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
Rajesh Singh

Veer Balidani
Head Constable
Deenbandhu Basak

Chauhan
63 Bn. 63 Bn.
29-4-1965 To 1-1-1963 To
29-7-2001 29-7-2001

Troops of 63 Bn, CRPF were located in PS Etarunagaram, district
Warrangal. On 29 July 2001, the maoists came in the garb of civilians
with their weapons concealed, placed a tractor trolley laden with high
explosives near the gate of the Police Station and took positions at the
vantage points. Later they detonated the explosive and opened heavy
fire at the Police Station. The troops at the Police Station immediately
took positions and retaliated. The maoists had planned to completely
annihilate the troops and loot their weapons. But the retaliation from
the troops held them at bay. A fierce gun battle ensued in which both
sides sustained injuries. The maoists failed before the bravery and
valour of troops and they found it safe to flee from the area. During the
fierce gun battle, Head Constable Deenbandhu Basak and Head
Constable Rajesh Singh Chauhan sustained severe injuries. Despite
sustaining injuries they not only fired from their weapons but also kept
exhorting and directing other troops till they attained martyrdom. They
kept the morale of troops high and made them more determined to
repulse the attack.

Dreaded by the prospect of complete negation of their
propaganda by locals, the terrorists started targeting
the Indian armed force personnel who were residents
of Jammu & Kashmir so as to instill fear among youth
and dissuade them to join Indian armed forces. The

brave constable Nasir Ahmad Rather of 182 Bn became

Veer Balidani

Constable |a victim of their unethical strategy. On 29/07/2018, he
Nasir Ahmad |was unarmed in village Naira, Pulwama when
Rather identified t ist d fi him. inflicti
182 B, |unidentified terrorists opened fire on him, inflicting
5-5-1985 To |heavy injuries. He later succumbed to his injuries
29-7-2018  |during evacuation and attained martyrdom.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Farooq Ahmed Pradeep Kumar
128 Bn. 128 Bn.
1-12-1954 To 24-12-1972 To
29-7-2001 29-7-2001

On 29 July 2001, CRPF troops of 128 Bn launched an operation against
insurgents at village Bhaukjay, PS Rangiya, district Kamrup. As the
troops reached near their target, the insurgents waiting in an ambush
blasted an IED followed by indiscriminate fire. One of the vehicles
came under the impact of IED blast and its occupant sustained injuries.
The troops, despite sustaining injuries in the blast and initial firing,
launched a counter attack at the insurgents. A fierce gun fight ensued
and unable to match the bravery of the troopers, the insurgents fled
from the area. In the fierce encounter the injured bravehearts,
Constable Farooq Ahmed and Constable Pradeep Kumar laid down
their lives the same day while Constable Parash Ram Yadav succumbed
to injuries the next day, attaining martyrdom.

Government of Jharkhand
Urban Development & Housing Department

Ranchi Smart City Corporation Limited
2" Floor, JUPMI Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi- 834004
-mail: ranchismartcity@gmail.com | Phone: +91 651 244 666

Notice Inviting Tender
NIT No.: RSCCL/Internal Auditor/31/2017/(part)/06Date: 28.07.2025

Selection of CA//CMA Firms for
appointment as Internal Auditors for the
Financial Year 2025-26,2026-27 & 2027-28.
Online Tendering
Rs.1180/- (Demand Draft in Favour of
Ranchi Smart City Corporation Limited,
3.| Tender Fee(Non-Refundable) | payable at Ranchi. )}gnhrl}e) on e-procurement

portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in .
Rs.10,000/-(Ten Thousand Only) in Favour
of Ranchi Smart City Corporation Limited,

1. Name of the work
2. | Mode of Bid Submission

Earnest Money Deposit

4. Payable at Ranchi.) online on e-procurement
(EMD)(Refundable) portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in .
5.| StartDate/ Time of Bids 29.07.2025 ,12.30PM
~ Last date of Pre-bid queries |
6. through email . 02.08.2025
7| LaestDate/ Time of Bids 11.08.2025 upto 12.30PM
s Date of Bid Opening 12.08.2025 at 01.00PM i

https//www.rsccl.in
www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in
10.[Submission of TenderDocument:| www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in
11. | Helpline No. ranchlsmart(:ltv@gmall com, 0651-2446666
1. The Bidders shall submit their bids online on e-procurement portal
www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in
2. The bid shall remain valid for 90 days from the date of opening of
technical bid. Any future clarification and/or corrigendum(s) shall be
communicated on www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in
Notes: All tender related documents should be uploaded through www.
jharkhandtenders.gov.in portal only, RSCCL shall not accept any
tender related documents by any other mode.
Note: This notice is a part of Tender Document.
PR.NO.358418 Sd/- Chief Executive Officer
Urban Development(25-26):D

9.| Availability of Bid Document

Ranchi Smart City Corporation Limited |

Veer Balidani

Veer Balidani '- Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Naik Constable Constable Constable
Virdhi Chand | |P Venkateshan Narayan Lakshman
Chavan Singh
77 Bn. 77 Bn. 77 Bn. 77 Bn.
6-10-1960 To | | 6-5-1968 To 1-7-1974 To | [22-12-1972 To
29-7-1997 29-7-1997 29-7-1997 29-7-1997
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Lakhpati Singh Ashok Singh Gujjar
77 Bn. 77 Bn.
5-7-1971 To 8-2-1971 To
29-7-1997 29-7-1997

77 Bn of CRPF was deployed in Manipur for conducting
anti-insurgency operations against the insurgent outfits. Successive
operations were launched to curtail their activities. On 29 July 1997,
troops launched an operation. When troops were returning from the
operation, insurgents ambushed and opened indiscriminate fire at
them. The troops immediately took positions and retaliated. A fierce
encounter ensued but troops were in disadvantageous position due to
absence of any cover nearby. Seeing the assault as the only option, the
troops advanced ahead using heavy fire. Both sides received severe
injuries during the gunfight. But the valour and bravery of the troops
ultimately forced the insurgents to flee. Six brave troopers of CRPF laid
down their lives on the day in service of the nation.

Mahatma Phule Renewable Energy

and Infrastructure Technology Limited
MAHAPREIT  (Subsidiary of MPBCDC, a Government of Maharashira undertaking)

RFQ NOTICE

MAHAPREIT invites RFQ for the Empanelment of
Suppliers/ Manufacturers for Bio-Mass Pellets to
NTPC/TPPs/Other entities in MAHARASHTRA and other
states. Interested bidder may submit their proposal from
29" July 2025 to 19" August 2025 at 15:00 Hrs. Details of
RFQ can be viewed on https:f:mahaprait.lni and
https://mahatenders.gov.in/. Director (SGP)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
3" CORRIGENDUM

No. 256-5ig/SPLITKJIPMPLS/Z025 Date:268.07.2025
Sub: 3" Corrigendum of e-Tendér Motice no. 256-Sig-SPL-TKJ-234 dated:
D506 2026 for thework "Prdsgioning of IP-MPLS network for Linified Communscalson
Backbone and VOIP based contral communicaton over Morhem Raibway”

The e-Tender Motice no. 256-Sig-5PL-THJ-234 dated; 06.06. 2025 published in all the
important newspaper is modifed as under

ltem Modified
Critical Dates

Finld Nama Existing Valua Maodified Value
Tonder Clasing Date Time 19,08 2025 02.08.2025
Bidding Starl Data 05,08 2025 19.08.2025
Website address wWWwwLireps.gowvin Mochangs

All other terms and condition remain same.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  ESaee

Rajasthan State Mines & Minerals Limited

Date - 25/07/2025
e-TENDER DOCUMENT FOR
NIT No. & Date | Description of Work
e-Tender no.RSMM/CO/GGM ' Supply of ROM Gypsum from Dhani Abdullawali
(Cont) Cont-05/2025-26 Gypsum Mines, Teshil-Bajju, District-Bikaner
dated 23.07.2025 UBN No. for Consumers/Traders Contract value Rs. 398.00
MML2526WSOB00066 lakh, EMD Rs. 7.96 lac., Tender Fees Rs.4720/-
-Tender no. RSMM/CO/GGM Supply of ROM Gypsum from Got Manglod
(Cont) Cont-06/2025-26 Gypsum Mines for Consumers/Traders Contract
dated 23.07.2025 UBN No. value Rs.997.05 lakh, EMD Rs. 19.94 lac.,
MML2526WLOB00067 Tender FeesRs.4720/-
-Tender no. RSMM/CO/GGM Supply of ROM Gypsum from Bhurasar Gypsum
(Cont) Cont-07/2025-26 Mines, Tehsil-Bajju, District Bikaner for
dated 24.07.2025 UBN No. Consumers/Traders Contract value Rs. 255.55 lakh,
MML2526WSOB00068 EMD Rs.5.11lac., Tender Fees Rs. 4720/-

Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit us at
our website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or

eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or contact SM (Contract) on above address.
Raj.Samwad/C/25/6969

DGM (P&A)
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1. | Supply of Wheat Husk for Gaushala in Village Jalpura
for One Year in Greater Noida.

2. | Bupply of Wheat Bran for Gaushala in Village Jalpura
for One Year in Greater Moida.
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3. | Supply of Green Fodder for Gaushala in Village Jalpura | %0 39420 1S

for One Year in Greater Noida. ]
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RAIL WHEEL FACTORY
Winbste: wramilindianrailsays.goswin

NAME OF

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL
CHIEF ENGINEER, PHED, REGION AJMER

Telephone No. 0145-2628475 Fax No. 0145-2970247, e-mail: aceregionajmer@gmail.com
No. F.()/Ar.MP/2025-2026/8374-8378 Date: 21/7/25
DATE CORRIGENDUM-1
(NIT NO. 04/2025-2026)

In continuation to this office NIT No. 04/2025-2026, issued vide this office letter No. 6383-6413 dated
26.06.2025 for the work of "AUGMENTATION OF PIPED WATER SUPPLY SCHEME
VANSTHALI (CT), TEHSIL NIWAI DISTRICT TONK including 05 years O&M after 01 year
Defect Liability Period under CM Budget Announcement 2025-26; (Estimated Cost Rs.646.51

Lacs).", following amendments are hereby notified:

As per Published Information | Now amended as

Following bids are invited from interested bidders|Following bids are invited from interested
up to 22.07.2025 Other particulars of the Bid may | bidders up to 31.07.2025 Other particulars of the

be visited on the procurement portal{Bid may be visited on the procurement portal

(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,

http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state. | http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state.

All other terms, conditions and stipulations of the original NIT shall remain unchanged.
UBN No. PHE2526WLOB04122

Sd/-
(Ram Chandra Rar)
Addl. Chief Engineer

No.DIPR/C/9098/2025 PHED, Region, Ajmer

Government of Odisha e Procurement Notice
WORKS DEPARTMENT
Bid Identification No. CCEKC-06/2025-26

e-mail : ccekeonjharpwdcircle @ gmail.com/
sekecpwd_keonjhar @yahoo.com
Letter No. 3458 dt. 23.07.2025

1. No. of the work -

Construction of HL Bridge over river
Baitarani at Ch. 12.100 km on Suakathi-
Dubuna-Kalamati road in the District of
Keonjhar.

- Rs. 603.52 Lakhs

A & Special Class

24 (Twenty-Four) Calendar Months

From 11.00 Hours of 31.07.2025 to 16.00
Hours of 14.08.2025

16.00 Hours of 14.08.2025.

2. Estimated cost -

3. Class of Contractor -

4. Period of completion -

5. Date and Time of availability of -
Bid document in the portal

6. Last date / Time for receipt of bids :-
in the portal

11.30 Hours on 16.08.2025.

Chief Construction Engineer,

(R&B) Circle, Keonjhar-758001

the

7. Date of opening of Bid from Portal :-

8. Name and address of the -
officer inviting Bid

Further details can Dbe

http://tendersodisha.gov.in

Keonjhar

seen  from e-procurement  portal
Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer

Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar

OIPR-34033/11/0086/2526

m BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

_r Office of the Executive Engineer-3,

ﬂ Health and Sanitation, BBMP Head Office, No. 408,
Annex-3 Building, 4th Floor, N.R. Road, Bengaluru - 560002.

No:BBMP/EE-3/H&S/TEND/02/2025-26/CALL-2 Date: 28-07-2025
INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) - (SHORT TERM)

(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer-3, Health and Sanitation, BEMP,
Bengaluru invites Proposals (Technical and Financial) for
Appointing Contractor for the work detailed below,

S, Name of the Work

No.
Construction of Animal Birth Caontrol {(ABC) Center in

1 | Hosapalya, Bommanahalli Zone. Estimated Amount
| {(Rs.in Lakhs): 430.00, EMD Amount (in Rs.): 4,30,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) RFP Document may be downloaded
from the GOK Kamataka Public Procurement Porlal Website;
https:/lkppp.karnataka.gov.in from 29-07-2025 onwards.
2) Last Date for Receipt of Queries on 06-08-2025 upto
15.00 Hours. 3) Date of Pre Bid Meeting on 06-08-2025 at
15.30 Hours at the Office of the Special Commissioner
(H&S). 4) Last Date for Receipl of Tenders is 18-08-2025 before
16.00 Hours. 5) Date of Opening of Technical Proposals is
19-08-2025 at 16.30 Hours. 6) Date of Opening of Financial
Proposals: After Approval of Technical Proposals through
KPP Portal. Further details can be had from the above office.

Sd/- Executive Engineer-3, Health & Sanitation, BEMP.

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER

OPENING DATE AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT

Mame of the work Hepair &

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. No BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.)IN  BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
RWFELIOTIASC{2025-26/01 Dafed- 2507 3025 (TIME) RUPEES
E-TENDER: On bshall of the
President of India, the Dy Chief MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ~ CONST. OF ASPIRATIONAL PUBLIC TOILET NEAR AUTO 25.07.2025 s | s edestrysici 09996629555
Mechanical Engineer/AM, invites BHIWANI MARKET WARD NO 17 MC BHIWANI + 7 WORKS 06.08.2025 [ P e eomcbhiwani@gmail.com
electronic tender for the following work
onfing through the website| [ | |
hitp:/iwww.ireps.gov.in (Works) FRORFURTHERANFORATION KINBLY \ISHTrwivancheryanaesroearementpes imoraamnitendershryniciny

Rewinding of Bipolar Reclangular
Lifting Magnet in Axle shop at RWF,
Yelahanka, Bengaluru-560064

Estimated Cost : Rs. 17.70,000-
Earnest Money Deposit Rz

35.400/-

Date &Time of Closing of Tenders :
02025 at 15.30 hawrs,

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL DIVISION SRINAGAR
(Erstwhile Mechanical Hospital & Central Heating Division Srinagar)
Contact No: 0194-2496089, Email Id: xenmhchdk@yahoo.in
GIST of e-tender: e-NIT No: M&HDS/TS/2025-26/53/e-tendering, Dated: 25-07-2025
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, J&K UT e-tenders are invited in two cover system on percentage basis from registered/reputed/experi-
enced firms with J&K State Govt., CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for the below mentioned work:

(] J
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in two (02) covers.

DIPK-4409/25, Date: Jul 28 2025

1 _h is lender nolice can ba Name of Work Est. Costof | Time of AA TSNo | Earnest | Position of
viewed o r" - 1" r webs I.I i Cost T/Doc. completion | Accorded Money Funds
www.rw.indianrailways ! gov.an, (In rupees) | (In rupees) | (in days) Vide No:
Any corngendum/Exlension are
gvaileble on the websiie- ! : . . 2 3 4 S | 6 7_1 8
www.ireps.gov.in. 1. Replacement of damz%ged circulation coil|  1,50,000 200 04 MCSof |M&HDS/ 2% of the zikva.llable
Dy. Chief Mechanical Engineer/AM of the 600 Kg/Hr capacity Revomax Steam 30 2025 TS/23 of « estimated | with intend-
boiler (RXA-06 Model) (Thermax make) in Dt: 06/2025 cost ing
the laundry of Govt. Bone and joint 08.05.2025 Department
Hospltal Srinagar

1. Downloading of Bids: The NIT consisting of quahfymg information, ehglblhty criteria, spe01ﬁcat10ns Bill of quantities (B 0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 25.07.2025 (16.00
hrs) and can be downloaded from 25.07.2025 (16.00 hrs)

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site 25.07.2025 (18.00 hrs) to 01.08.2025 (13:00hrs)

3. Opening of Bids: The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on 01.08.2025 at 15.00(hrs)

SD/- Executive Engineer,
M&HD, Srinagar
No: M&HDS/TS/2913-17, Dated: 25.07.2025
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DIPJ-3978/25-DATE 28 JULY2025
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/-

Executive Engineer,

FWD (R&B) Division, Vijaypur.

| pther terms & conditions
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CROSSWORD 5740

1 s 1 d = | b T

| i

i 10

N

111

24 25
ACROSS DOWN
1 Remains in rows (6) 1Backina moment
4 Game to cross theriver(6)  (6)
9 One of the toasts thatmay be 2 Twisted roots used for
offered with ameal (7) aperch(5)
10 His work is often pressing 3 Ajug thrower (7)
(5) 5 King has to say he likes
11 Nickis not going to church ~ wild parties(5)
(5) 6 Cover up novel problem
12 The hand Mark woninstyle (7)
(7) 7 Hold out longer? (6)
13 A case of galloping 8 Aworld opens out for this
consumption? (7,4) Asian cat(4,7)
18 Comes and puts the map 14 Elevates one from being
away? (5,2) pointlessly spiteful (7)
20 Give someone a painful 15 A short dress mother, to
reminder? (5) say the least(7)
22 He wrote of French 16 Belief in solvency?
opposition (5) (6)
23 An account that has been 17 Red Sea has changed colour
overdrawn? (7) (6)

24 States differ - so do these
(6)

25It’sa simple thing to
multiply by dividing (6)

19 Investment but not
necessarily of capital (5)
21 Being stupid, needs
retraining (5)

Solutions Crossword 5739 Across: 1 Bashful, 5 Based, 8 Atlantic Ocean, 9 Tibia, 10
Unswept, 11 Stable, 12 Pathos, 15 Accused, 17 Sofia, 19 Painin the neck, 20 Range, 21
Dressed Down: 1Boast, 2 Sale by auction, 3 Fantail, 4 Laid up, 5 Books, 6 Scene-
shifters, 7 Denotes, 11 Snapper, 13 Austere, 14 Edited, 16 Suite, 18 Asked

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

The goal of winning is not losing
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

i)
WHAT IF WE § WHY DIDN'T WE THINK
T IGNORED : § " OF DOING THAT TO
ESIDENTIAL CLIEK... = HIM BEFORE?
POLITICS? |
\ !
—
CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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Difficulty Level 5s

Instructions 1 2
To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the ' ' : ' '
nine vertical columns, in 9 8

each of the nine horizontal E 5
rows and in each of the !
nine boxes.
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Difficulty Level g g
1s =Very easy; 2s = Easy; | | - '
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; 2 E
5s=VeryHard; ' '
6s =Genius
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Wb

Financial risks
continue, but
there is scope

to putarduous
tasks to one side. You may
emphasise relaxation.
Competitive Ariens will
benefit, especially from

new friends and associations.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

o

For all your
energy and
determination,
you appear

to be misguided in
important respects. Just
as your good qualities are
being emphasised, so are
your bad ones. And this is
why you should avoid
extremes.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

L

Whatever distresses
your peace of

mind must be

dealt with, if only
because stressful planetary
aspects are due to carry on
until next week. The last

thing youwanttodois
prolong the agony. What
seems gloomy now is

actually moving towards
a positive outcome.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The Sunis exerting
aninfluence over
financial sectors.
This is neithera
good thing nor bad. It does
reinforce the suspicion that
you must get money matters
sorted out. If youdon'tdoit,
someone else will!

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

S

Colleagues are
bound to want
more than you
can give, but
this will be the least of
your problems. Turn
your serious attention

to financial and spending
plans. That way you'll be
prepared for developments
due in one month’s time.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)

©

The positive
aspect of current
obstacles, hurdles
and challenges

is that you may become
more experienced, self-
confident and astute.

Those stars which may

be awkward for others,

are actually quite favourable
for you, and your good

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Your last word
over domestic
affairs has not
been uttered.

Though underlying

contradictions may remain,

the pressure to do something
about them will be eased
considerably. Particular
problems can be put off

until another day.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Lunar influences
are challenging
but, on the bright
side, such periods

tend to stimulate you into

new achievements. The best
lessons are sometimes the
most difficult. It looks as if
your planets require you to
be arapid learner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

You may be slightly
confused - and
with good reason.
One planetary

force is drawing you towards

everything that is routine,
while another is urging you
to be profound and spiritual.

You need a reminder that this

is still a lively moment, with

much to gain.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Creative aspirations
and social passions
seem to be at the
centre of this

week’s stresses and strains.

You may have strong feelings

about certain people, and

might do better not to get

too closely involved; I have a

feeling that they could have

expectations which can’t be

fulfilled.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Any adverse
planetary influences
signify that you are
now presented with

aremarkable opportunity to

break the patterns and habits
of alifetime. If you're stuck in
anegative frame of mind, start
looking on the bright side.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

Creative activities
are signified
by the peculiar
line-up of
planets in four sectors of
your chart. Bring your unique
talents to every area of your
existence. Employers who
fail to recognise your special
abilities will be wasting

fortune sometimes
comes in mysterious ways.

their money, but that’s
their problem!

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person
namely Nitesh @ Nite 5/o Anil Dahiya, Rfo VPO Silana, Samadha
Wali Gali, Distt: Sonipat, Haryana has committed {or is suspacted to
have committed ) the offence in case FIR No. 396/2017 Ufs 363/376 IPC
& 6 POCSO0 Act at PS: Kanjhawala, Delhi and it has been returned to
a warran! of amrest thereupon issued that the said accused Nitesh @
Mite can not be found and whereas it has been shown fo my
satistaction that the said accused Nitesh @ Nite has absconded (oris
concealing himself to avoid the service of the sald warrant).
Proclamation s hereby mads that the said accused Nitesh @ Nite of
Case FIR No. 396/ 2017 Uis 363/376 IPC & 6 POCSO Act of P5:
Kanjhawala, Delhi is required to appear before this court to

answer the said complaint onor before 03.09.2025.
By order
Neeti Suri Mishra
Additional Sessions Judge
(FTSC) (POCSO) North/West,
Room No: 318,
Rohini Court, Delhi

DPE980/RD2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused
Aditya @ Sudhir, S/o: Sh. Gajraj, Rio: Village Baadshahpura Sirali,
PS5 - Lomi, Ghaziabad, U.P. has committed (or is suspacled to have
committed) the offence in Case E-FIR No. 45299/2019, Uis 379/411
IPC, P.5.: GTB Enclave, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Aditya @ Sudhir
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Aditya @ Sudhir has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Aditya @ Sudhir
accused of Case E-FIR No. 45299/2019, U/s 379/411 IPC, P.S.: GTB
Enclave, Delhi and is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 16.09.2025.

By Order
Ms. Sanghamitra

DP/9822/SHD/2025 Judicial Magistrate, First Class-01

| [Court Matter)

Room No. 54, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Ankit Sharma, S/o: Satya Prakash Sharma,
R/o: Near Hira Lal Public School, Bhagya Vihar, Village
Madanpur Dabas, Delhi has committed {or is suspected
to has committed) the offence in E-FIR No. 34000/2017,
Uls: 379/411 IPC, Police Station Mangolpuri, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Ankit Sharma cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Ankit Sharma has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

FProclamation is here by made that the said accused Ankit
Sharma of Police Station Mangolpuri, Delhi is required
to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on
or before 11.09.2025. By Order

Ms. Reetika Jain,

JMFC, North-West, Room No. 105
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/9961/0D/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person namely, Pushkar Chhetri, Slo Tuk Bahadur, Rlo:
Khasra No. 250/80, Gali No. 11/4C, Block Mukundpur, Libaspur,
North-West, Delhi, {or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in e-FIR No. 0038/2023, Dt. 02.06.2023, U/s 379 IPC,
registered at P.S.: e-Police Station (Morth Avenue), New Delhi,
and the warrant has been returned writing upon thal the said
accused, Pushkar Chhetri, cannot be found and whereas it has
bean shown to my satisfaction thal the said accused, Pushkar
Chhetri, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
sarvice of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused. Pushkar Chhetri, e-FIR No. 0038/2023,
Dt. 02.06.2023, U/s 379 IPC, registerad at P.S.: e-Police Station
{North Avenue), New Delhi, is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before 02.09.2025.

By Order

Sh. Sahil Monga, LD.

Judicial Magistrate First Class-06
23, First Floor, Main Building
Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

DP/9T99/NDD/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Janti Davi,
Wio. Kishan Dev Thakur, Rlo. H.No. RZ-263, Gali No.6, C-2 Block
Part-3, Mahavir Enclave, Delhi has committed {or is suspected lo have
committed) the offence in a case vide FIR No.754/2019 Dt.24/12/2019
Urs. 420/468/471/34 IPC regislered al P.S Ranhola, Delhi and il has
been relurned on a warrant of amest thereupaon Issued stating that the said
Janti Devi could not be found and whereas il has been shown lo my
satisfacton that accused Janti Devi is absconded (or is concealing herself
to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made hal the said Janti Devi, accused of FIR
No.754/2019 Dt.24/12/2019 U/S. 420/468/471/34 IPC registered at P.S
Ranhola, Delhi i5 required 1o appear before the court to answer the said
complaint on or before 15.08.2025.

By Order, Ankit Karan Singh
Judicial Magistrate First Class-08,
West District, Room No.30,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/3732/0D/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Gr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Aash Mohd@Ashu, S/o: Gafar Ali @ Gopal,
Rfo: Jhuggi No. 34, Gali No. 09, East Sagarpur, Delhi,
Also at: Mangla Gudariya Ekka Distt., Firozabad, U.P.
has committed (or is suspected to has committed) the
offence in FIR No. 598/2022, U/s: 160 IPC, Police
Station Sagarpur, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Aash Mohd@Ashu cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Aash
Mohd@Ashu has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is here by made that the said accused Aash
Mohd@Ashu of Police Station Sagarpur, Delhi is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 16.09.2025. By Order
Ms. Isha Singh,
JMFC-03, First Floor, Main Building, Room No. 18

DP/9939/SW/2025 Patiala House Court, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Raju Singh, S/o: Lt. Kishan Lal, R/o: H.No. C-
28, Chandan Vihar, Nihal Vihar, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to has committed) the offence in FIR No.
465/2017, U/s: 380/411/457 IPC, Police Station Nihal
Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Raju
Singh cannot be found and whereas it has been shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused Raju Singh has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
ofthe said warrant),
Proclamation is here by made that the said accused Raju
Singh of Police Station Nihal Vihar, Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on
or before 16.09.2025. By Order
Ms. Komal Garg,

Ld. JMFC-03, West, Room No. 292

DP/9950/0D/2025 Tis Hazari Courts, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Riyajuddin @ Bhola, S/o: Shahbuddin, Rie: H. No.-781, E-58, Kalandar
Colony, Old Seemapun, Delhi and Mohd. Rizwan, S/o: Mohd. Yasin, Rlo:
H. Mo.-A-169, Gali No., 5, Jawahar Park, PS - Sahihabad, Ghaziabad, UP.
have committed (or are suspected to have commifted) the offence in Case
FIR No. 79/2012 U/s 341/323/324/506/34 IPC P.5.: Seemapuri, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest theraupon issued that the said
accused Riyajuddin @ Bhola and Mohd. Rizwan cannet be found and
whereas it has been shown fo my safisfaction that the said accused
Riyajuddin @ Bhola and Mohd. Rizwan have absconded (or are
concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Riyajuddin @ Bhola and
Mcohd. Rizwan accused of Case FIR No. 79/2012 Uls 341/323/324/506/34
IPC P.S.; Seemapuri, Delhi and are required to appear before this Court
fo answer the said complaint on or before 27.08.2025.

By Order

Ms. Aishwarya Singh Kashyap
Judicial Magistrate, First Class-06
Room No. 25, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/9370/SHD/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Kadam, S/o: Hem Chand, R/o: GF Premises,
Near Pole No. NJFW-265, Village Hasanpur, Near Oil
Mill, Najafgarh, New Delhi-110073 has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case CT
Case No.: 1197/2024, U/s: 135 |.E. Act, P.S. Chhawla,
Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Kadam cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said Kadam has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Kadam of P.S. Chhawla, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 28.08.2025. By Order
Sh. Vinod Kumar Meena

ADSJ, Room No. 609,

Dwarka Courts, Delhi

DP/9966/DW/2025

See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Anita, W/o: Shashi, Rfo: RZ-R-76, Nihal
Vihar, Nangloi, Delhi has committed (oris suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No.: 268/2017,
U/s: 33/38 DEA, P.5. Nihal Vihar, Delhi, and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Anita cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Anita has
absconded (or is concealing herself to avoid the service
of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Anita of P.S. Nihal Vihar, Delhi is required to appear
befare this court to answer the said complaint on or

before 02.09.2025. By Order
Ms. Komal Garg

JMFC-03 West District, Room No. 292,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

|DP/9946/0D/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.P.C./84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mustakim, S/o: Jair Muhammad, Rfo: H. No. 893, 2 Floor, Tiraha
Rehram Khan, Darya Ganj, Chandni Mahal, Delhi has committed (or
5 suspecied to have committed) the offence in Case FIR No. 135/2019,
Uls 338 IPC, P.5.: Darya Ganj, Delhi and it has been returned 1o a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Mustakim
cannot ba found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Mustakim has absconded (or 15 concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proctamaltion is hereby made that the sald Mustakim accused of
(ase FIR No. 135/2019, Uls 338 IPC, P.5.: Darya Ganj, Delhiand is
required to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint
on or before 17.09.2025.

By Order

Dr. Raj Kumar Singh

Judicial Magistrate, First Class (Central)-05
Room No. 241, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/98B6/CDI2025
(Court Matter)

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
parson(s) Khalid, S/o; Allauddin Rle: Aara Machine Wali Gali,
Tarpuri, Meerut, UP & Tarapuri, PS Lisari Gate, Yasin Savasad
Meerut, UP has committed {or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in FIR No. 197/2016, U/s: 379/411/34 IPC, P.S.:
Dariyaganj, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon Issued that the said accused personi(s)
Khalid, cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person({s) Khalid, has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made thalt the said
accused person{s) Khalid, of FIR No. 187/2016, U/s:
379/411/34 IPC, P.5.: Dariyaganj, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
11.09.2025. By Order

Dr. Raj Kumar Singh

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05,
Central, Room No. 241,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

DP/3885/CDI2025
{Court Matter)
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ALL-ROUNDERS AT HEART OF FIERY FINISH

The unsung knight

Jadeja has been undermined, mocked in the past, but the man without any
godfather in cricket has not just outlasted luminaries but outshone most

EXPRESS INENGLAND

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
MANCHESTER, JULY 28

AFTER A net session, before the Old Trafford
Test, Ravindra Jadeja, while walking to the
team bus, had tapped his index finger on his
temple. This was his way of answering a
query about his phenomenal run-making
spree in England. His match-saving hundred
in the fourth Test on Sunday had come on the
back of four successive 50s in the previous
two Tests. Was he trying something new or
had he added some new strokes to his game?
“No...it'saboutleaving the ballin England,”
the all-rounder would say.

Over his 13-year long international ca-
reer, Jadeja has left many balls, especially the
curved one that life keeps throwing at him.
Now he is enjoying the rewards of the years
of patience.

For a cricketer with non-existence PR, no
real backer, no godfather or even a mentor -
Jadeja has had a miraculously long career. His
unfaltering fitness, constant skill update and
his capacity to bounce back has made him
outlast the game’s poster boys and brand
ambassadors.

Jadeja has been sidelined, undermined,
written-off and a few months back he was
about to be left out of all Indian teams for
good. But the all-rounder didn’t make noise,
or get stories planted or make his angst pub-
lic.Jadeja’s world is his cricket, family and the
farm house where he nurtures and rides his
favourite horses.

Those in the know say that, earlier this
year, post the Border Gavaskar Trophy loss,
Jadejawas to be given the golden handshake.
Along with Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli;
plans were in place to politely tell him that
his days are over. The inputs from the earlier
team management hadn’t been laudatory.

Jadeja could be dispensed with — that was
the message on the sticky note that the last
set of decision-makers left behind. It was the
intervention of the present set of coaches
that gave Jadeja one more chance, itis learnt.

Post BGT, when picking the team for ICC’s
50-overs tournament, his name wasn’t to be
in the Champions Trophy side. After a dis-
cussion among the present team manage-
ment, Jadeja got a reluctant nod. His name
was the last to be added to the Champions
Trophy squad.

And asit has happened so oftenin his ca-
reer, this was all that Indian cricket’s great-
est survivor, needed. Whenever the curtains
threaten to fall on his career, Jadeja changes
the script and lives to tell the tale.

A formidable performance with the ball
at Champions Trophy was to be followed by
his Gary Sobers-level runs in England - only
the great West Indian has 5 scores of 50 plus
in England from NO. 6 or lower in a Test series.
Once again at 36, Jadeja, for now, is the team’s
indispensable member.

After the Lord’s near-miss, the Indian
skipper Shubman Gill gave ‘rare’ praise to his
team’s senior-most player. “He is one of the
most valuable players in India. The experi-
ence that he brings in, the skill set that he
brings with his bowling, batting and fielding
isveryrare... the kind of composure that he
showed is tremendous ...,” the captain had
said. Such words haven’t been used for this
one-of-a-kind cricketer who has served
Indian cricket silently for years now.

From being the main all-rounder who
helped Virat Kohli win the under-19 World
Cup in 2009 to the Great Escape at Old
Trafford in 2025, Jadeja has a staggering body
of work. In between there are his Player of
the Tournament achievements in
Champions Trophy 2013, many Man of the
Series performances in Tests and winning
the IPL with a six and four. But still he wasn’t
projected as a star. Somehow, over the years,
Jadeja wasn'’t taken seriously by fans or the
teams he played for.

In teams of the past, he was one of the
boys or the friend to the captain. Once on the
Kapil Sharma comedy show, Virat Kohli was

Ravindra Jadeja celebrated his fifth Test hundred on Day 5 of the fourth Test.
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JADEJA, THE BANKER

Widely acknowledged for his
prowess with the ball, the
all-rounder’s batting form has
been arevalation in this series. He
has hit four fifties and a century:

M 1st Test, Headingley: 11 & 25*

M 2nd Test, Edgbaston: 89 & 69*
M 3rd Test, Lord’s: 72 & 61*

M 4th Test, Old Trafford: 20 & 107*

SERIES STATS

454 113.50 847
Runs Average Ballsfaced

asked - “Kaun sabse jyada phekta hai (Who
tells tall tales the most?)”. The answer was
Jadeja. Dhoni once called him ‘Sir Jadeja’ in
his tweet and that would inspire a million
funny memes and give him a title he hates. “I
hate being called Sir. If you wish, call me
Bapu, that’s what I like. This Sir-Var, I don’t
like at all,” he had once said.

‘Sir’ in the dressing room

These days Jadeja gets treated as ‘Sir’ in
the dressing room. Unlike his positionin the
Indian team led by MS Dhoni, Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma; Jadeja 2.0 is the distinguished
senior of the team. He is among the few play-
ers whois seen having long discussions with
coach Gambhir. In Shubman’s team, Jadeja
is an example to emulate and an influential
voice in the dressing room. Unlike others, he
hasn’t positioned himself as some ‘captain
without a captain’s armband.’

The other day during a press conference
on this England tour, he was asked if he ever
aspired to be a captain. He almost broke into
a chuckle and said 'that time has gone, | have
been playing cricket from 13 years now.’

Strangely such has been the timing of his
career that he often gets overshadowed by
the stars he plays with. As an all-rounder,
Jadeja would score 300 plus scores in first-
class cricket but the main run-getter of his
domestic team Saurashtra would be

Cheteshwar Pujara. He would be Dhoni’s
trusted go-to player but Suresh Raina would
be designated Man Friday.

He would be India’s main spinner for
years but somehow it would be R Ashwin
who would be called the spin spearhead,
thinking spinner and match winner. Jadeja’s
numbers were better than Kapil Dev, lan
Botham, Bishan Bedi but ‘greatness’ was not
bestowed on him. On this England tour, the
team doesn’t have the towering presence of
the just retired mega-stars and that’s why
the shadow that hid Jadeja has lifted.

Over the years, Jadeja has got maligned
as the selfish cricketer who doesn’t work to-
wards the team cause but bats to keep his
position safe in the team. It is said that in
tough tight games, Jadeja would expose the
tailenders to the bowling and stay unbeaten.

On this England tour, Jadeja has squashed
that narrative. At Lord’s, he methodically
farmed the strike when batting with Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj to take India
so close to an unlikely win.

At Old Trafford he enhanced his image.
This was aninning thatina way defined Jadeja.
Very early in the innings, Joe Root dropped
him at slips. Jadeja rarely wastes a second
chance. Not making a fuss overit, Jadejawould
mentor Washington and also listen to him. He
has inside him a unique kind of aggression.
The only manifestation is when he turns his
bat into a sword and swirls it around.

Like most kids in Jamnagar, the region
where a King still rules, Jadeja has grown up
hearing stories of valour. He often mentions
the 12th century Sorath Chudasamaking Ra
Khengar on his social media. All around
Saurashtra, folk singers, till date, regale large
audiences with tales of his bravery at Lok
Dayros (folk assemblies).

Jadeja is a war veteran, he knows which
battle to pick. So when Ben Stokes and men
showered him with sledges, he was unfazed.
He has been in such situations before in these
parts. On the 2014 tour, James Anderson had
picked on him and he got booed at Lord’s. But
that didn’t stop him from shining with the
bat and swirling his sword.

Stokes didn't want him and his partner
to complete their tons but that didn't blow
Jadeja'slid. He smiled and said it was his cap-
tain's call. He kept leaving balls but would
also keep delivering blows in between.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

OVERTON ADDED TO ENG SQUAD

London: All-rounder Jamie Overton, who played the only Test
match of his career back in 2022, has been recalled to the 15-
member England squad for the fifth and final Test against India

starting Thursday at The Oval. PTI

Stokes should know rest of world
doesn’t follow Bazball morality

SANDEEPDWIVEDI
MANCHESTER, JULY 28

THERE IS much to be admired in Ben Stokes:
his cricket, his spirit, his leadership style, pub-
lic sharing of his vulnerabilities. And yet there
is a streak of churlishness that pops up now
and then.

Like it did at Old Trafford late Sunday
evening. And also during the last Ashes at
Lord's when Australian wicketkeeper Alex
Carey legally ran out Jonny Bairstow, who
never returned to the safety of his crease at
the end of the over.

Stokes had carried on a bit there too about
the morality of it all. “If that’s the way they
want to play the game ...” - he would say as
if the Australians had broken some rule or
cheated.

The only issue then was that his batsman
was out of the crease, and the only morality
in Manchester is that the Indians were enti-
tled to play out as many overs as they
wanted. No rule could stop them and in case
there was one, the umpires would have duly
informed the Indians before Stokes's un-
called-for enterprise.

What Stokes should be mindful of is that
his view of morality isn’t the only one the
world follows. He might think that a bats-
man wanting to score about 20 more runs,
after playing for two full sessions on a fifth-
day pitch and reaching 80s, was a 'selfish act".
But others might not agree. This 'self-cen-
tred' standpoint might be prevalent among
Bazball believers, but the rest of the world
and the rulebook still gives batsmen the right
to reach milestones and fans the right to
watch their heroes score hundreds.

Saving Tests gallantly is still a legitimate
third option, and Tests are not mandated to
be binary.

At Old Trafford, a large number of Indian
fans had reached the venue with hope. At
the start of Day 5, England was the obvious
favourite to win the Test. There were even
chances of the game getting over by lunch
but still they came in hordes after travel-
ling miles. Since morning, the fans crossed
their fingers and prayed for their team's
survival. The wickets of Shubman Gill and
KL Rahul by lunch spread gloom, but they
still stuck around.

They cheered India's ball-by-ball, over-by-
over, session-by-session recovery. They ran
with Ravindra Jadeja and Washington Sundar
when they scampered between wickets and
once the day's heroes had virtually ensured
adraw, they waited for them to get their well-
deserved hundreds. They wanted to be part of
the crescendo, let out their pent-up emotions,
acknowledge the 'great escape’, celebrate the
draw when Jadeja and Washington would
cross their 100s.

Spoilsport

But there was a problem. Carried away
by the cult of Bazball, Stokes didn't look be-
yond the book their coach Brendon
McCullum had written for them. The world
periodically gets to know about the Bazball
commandments and Old Trafford too was
educative. It came with the wisdom that for
Stokes and his boys, personal achievements
are pursuits of the petty and those with a
shallow understanding of the game. Once
there was no result possible, runs or wickets
don’t matter. Maybe, Lord’s should think of
taking down names of tons scored in drawn
games from the honours board.

England were the hipsters, on a higher
plane. The MCC writes the rules, the
Bazballers decide the rights and wrongs - for
their rivals and even for the paying public
that stayed back for hours and relished every
run that Jadeja and Washington scored while
moving from 80s to 100. By the way, they also
fancy themselves as entertainers and claim
they give the fans what they want.

Even if one keeps the fans out of this and
thinks of a scenario where Jadeja and
Washington were not nearing their hun-
dreds with 15 overs left when the English got
itchy and lippy and started sledging, India
had the rationale of playing as long as they
wanted. Batting great Sunil Gavaskar once
said that his favourite way of sending the ball
to the boundary was making it roll slowly on
the turf. “If one smashes it to the boundary,
perhapsitis demoralising to the opposition.
But I personally prefer the ball to just about
beat the fielder because in that case, the
fielder has been made to run those 25 to 30
yards,” he once said.

Ben Stokes’ churlishness proved contagious, with Harry Brook, England’s ODI
captain, having a spray at the batsmen and bowling filthy lollipops at the end.

AP

Keeping England on the field for a longer
period would have long-term gains for India,
with the next Test starting in three days’
time. Just tiring the already exhausted
England team wasn't gamesmanship, it was
sharp thinking. That would be hard-nosed
cricket. Douglas Jardine, England’s best Test
captain perhaps, would have approved,
though Indians chose calm non-violence. So
would Ian Botham or Freddie Flintoff, two
equally skilled and popular England all-
rounders. They too didn't give an inch,
minded their business and didn't walk
across to the other dressing room to give a
sermon on cricket morality.

When Jadeja didn't shake hands and walk
off the field, Stokes would ask him - “Jaddu,
do you want to get a Test 100 against Brook
& Duckett?” It was aninsult to an epic knock
scored on a pitch with variable bounce
against a quality attack. Jadeja got the 100
against Stokes, Jofr Archer, Brydon Carse,
Liam Dawson and Joe Root and was still will-
ing to play them and score the rest of the
runs. It was Stokes who was throwing the
ball to Brook and Duckett - it wasn't Jadeja
deciding the bowlers.

The solidity that Jadeja and Washington
showed in the final session, it wouldn't have
mattered if the frontline bowlers had the ball
in their hands. The Indians would have
scored their tons and their fans would have
celebrated anyway.

The England captain's churlishness
proved contagious. Young Harry Brook,
England’s ODI captain and next in line to take
over the Test captaincy, not only had a spray
at the batsmen, but bowled utter filthy lol-
lipops which could be argued was what de-
meaned the game.

It cheapened the great human spirit that
raged in the fight shown by Jadeja and
Washington and England’s bowlers’ inspir-
ing struggle in trying to coax some life out of
a comatose pitch.

Cricket and cricketers make a big thing
about ‘crossing the line’ - and all draw that
line according to their own whims, expecting
the rest of the world and cultures to follow
that. Butin doing so, they undermine them-
selves.

Towards the end of the Test where he
played like Superman, Stokes showed he too
was human. He might be leaning on moral-
ity to justify his stand, but in reality he was
merely being a sore loser, trying to avoid the
ignominy of watching his tormentors get
their moment of glory. They might have won
the race, but Stokes didn't want them to take
the victory lap.

'LOOKEDABITSILLY’

The reaction of Ben Stokes & Co
to Jadeja and Sundar refusing
their offer to call off the match
on Day 5 was widely criticised.

“Have you heard
the termdouble
standards? They
played your
bowlersall day,
batted you out and suddenly
when they’re nearing hundreds,
you want towalk off? If Iwas
the Indian captain, | would have
played the entire 15 overs.”

RASHWIN

ONHIS YOUTUBE CHANNEL

“Ididn’t havea

problem withiit. ‘ \
England did. < St
Stokes didn’t —
have to bowl d /

Brook and it looked a bit silly
but we make too much of
these things. India deserved
the draw and Washington
and Jadeja deserved to be
thereattheend.”

NASSER HUSSAIN
ONSKY SPORTS
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“If you giveit, like
England do, then
you have to be
able to takeit...
These India
players are tough cookies.
They do not take a backward
step. There is noway | would
have let anyone drag me off
on 89 after | had worked hard
all day to save the game for
my team.”

GEOFFREY BOYCOTT
WRITING IN THE TELEGRAPH

Even as a slew of players kept the verbal
spray on him for not accepting their offer
to draw the fourth Test, allrounder kept
his cool.

Offer to call it off

Jadeja was sipping water during the
drinks break brought out by Karun Nair and
Prasidh Krishna. Standing a bit away from
him was Washington Sundar, who too was
hydrating himself. It was the end of the
138th over and Jadeja was on 89 and
Washington on 81. Ben Stokes walked to-
wards from the other side of the pitch with
an extended hand, and conveyed to the um-
pire Ahsan Raza from Pakistan, who turned

to query Jadeja if he agrees. The negation
came, triggering frustration from England.
At one point, Jofra Archer said, “If you want
a hundred you should have batted like it
earlier.” Jadeja kept smiling and drinking.

Opposition surround Jadeja

As he finished his drinks,and was slipping
his gloves on and walking towards the pitch,
Zak Crawley, England’s opener, asked him, “is
it your decision?” To which Jadeja replied
withalaugh, “No,No,No!” Now Jamie Smith
too has joined the duo, and watches Crawley
tell Jadeja: “We will bowl bouncers at you if
you want” Jadeja again laughs and says, “But
you have been doing that all day!” Crawley

You are going to get a Test hundred
against Harry Brook and Ben
Duckett.”

STOKES TO JADEJA

So, what do youwant me todo?
The dressing room doesn’t want
me to (walk off).”

JADEJATO STOKES

backpedals his way but his opening partner
Ben Duckett enters the scene. He gets close
toJadejaand says, “Howlongdoyouneed,an
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hour?” Jadeja, standing pretty relaxed, replies,
“See, [ can’t say [ don’t want to play”.

Fingers point to Washington

Duckett then points towards Washington
Sundar, who is a short distance from the
stumps and still with Karun and Prasidh, and
says, “But then it works that you get toa hun-
dred, he gets to 90. And we have to wait for
him... We haven’t got two hours for him to
gettohundred.” Jadeja crosses hislegs, leans
on his bat as if he would at non-strikers end
and smiles again as he looks at Duckett.

Stokes sees red mist
That’s when Stokes get into the act

‘1 can’t say I don’t want to play’: How Jadeja responded to England’s sledges

again. He walks to Jadeja and Duckett, and
says, “you are going to get a Test hundred
against Harry Brook and Ben Duckett.”
Jadeja’s response? “So, what do you want
me to do?” To which Stokes says, gesturing
towards the dressing room, “just walk off!”
And Jadeja says, “but the dressing room
doesn’t want me to.” Duckett starts to say
something about Washington getting to a
hundred, when Zak Crawley returns to the
scene, saying,

“If you shake our hands, it’s done!”
Jadeja spins around, sees Crawley, then
turns towards Stokes and Duckett to say, “I
can’t do anything!”
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Diamond Harbour
stun Md Sporting

Kolkata: Debutants and I-League 2
champions Diamond Harbour FC
(DHFC) rode on Slovenian poacher
Luka Majcen's injury time winner to
register a 2-1 win over former cham-
pions Mohammedan Sporting, in the
first Group B clash of the Durand Cup
here on Monday. Thokchom Adison
Singh scored for the Kolkata giants in
the first half with DHFC's Sairuatkima
drawing parity in the second for the
debutants. Just as it looked that the
match was petering out for a tame
draw, Luka penetrated the
Mohammedan defence, got lucky with
arebound and calmly slotted home the
winner to give his side full three points.

India likely toplay in
CAFA Nations Cup

New Delhi: India s likely to play in the
CAFA Nations Cup scheduled to be
held in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan from
August 28 to September 8, after the
Central Asian Football Association in-
vited the country to take part in the
tournament as replacement for
Malaysia. Malaysia, one of the two in-
vitees in the eight-team tournament,
pulled out on July 15, citing problems
withlogistics and player availability as
the event does not strictly fall in the
FIFA international window, which is
September 1-9.If confirmed, India will
be in Group B along with Iran,
Afghanistan and Tajikistan. India will
play their first match against Tajikistan
inHisor, near Dushanbe, before taking
onIran(September 1)and Afghanistan
(September 4) at the same venue.

SCquashesFIR
against Lakshya

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday quashed an FIR against bad-
minton player Lakshya Sen, his fam-
ily members and coach in the birth
certificate forgery case. A bench of
Justices Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Aravind Kumar said the continuation
of criminal proceedings against Sen
was an abuse of the process of court.
The top court observed the very alle-
gations that were examined and de-
bunked by competent authorities
were now being sought to be revived
asitruled out any fresh evidence mer-
iting reopening of the inquiry. The in-
vocation of criminal law in such cir-
cumstances, the bench held, would
amount to an abuse of process, which
this court cannot countenance.

Satwik-Chirag eye
title runin Macau

Macau: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will aim to extend their
consistent run and grab their maiden
title of the season at the Macau Open
Super 300, starting Tuesday, as the top
Indian shuttlers continue their prepa-
rations for next month's World
Championships in Paris. The Asian
Games champions earned yet another
semifinal finish at the China Open
Super 1000 last week, going down to
Malaysian second seeds Aaron Chia
and Soh Wooi Yik. It has been a sea-
son of steady performances for the
world No. 12 pair, who have made the
semifinals at the India Open,
Singapore Open, and Malaysia Open
besides reaching the quarterfinals at
the Indonesia Open.
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Teenager with nerves of steel

India’'s latest GM has unshakeable belief in her ability and combines it with meticulous preparation

MAYANK
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

WHEN THE weakest piece on the chess-
board, the pawn on the f-file, broke free of its
shackles and marched forward, there was lit-
tle anyone could do to stop it. The right hand
from across the board reached out, not for a
counter, but to concede defeat.

This time, there was no rush to stop the
clock asit ticked away. The opponent had al-
ready left the spot, leaving behind a teary-
eyed 19-year-old girl, her hands trembling,
having just experienced the finest afternoon
of her young chess career.

That girl was Divya Deshmukh. She took
a gulp of water, steadying herself, before let-
ting the moment sink in. Her eyes darted
around, searching for her mother, and then
came the outpouring of emotion. The 25 re-
lentless days of continuous chess, and the
unyielding pressure, had finally led to some-
thing extraordinary.

Divya had just defeated Koneru Humpy;,
twice her age and the most dominant force
in Indian women'’s chess for more than two
decades, in the final of the FIDE Women’s
World Cup. The title brought many firsts for
the girl from Nagpur. Not only has she se-
cured a spot in the 2026 Candidates
Tournament, but also becomes only the
fourth female Grandmaster from India.

What made the feat even more remark-
able was that Divya didn’t have a single GM
norm ahead of the World Cup, nor did she
meet the required rating (a standard 2500) to
be eligible for the coveted title. Yet, by win-
ning this elite event, she bypassed all the
usual FIDE requirements, emerging as India’s
88th Grandmaster and the 44th female
Grandmaster in the world.

What she has achieved indicates Divya’s
unshakable confidence in her abilities. What
might have seemed like youthful exuberance
at the expense of experience at first glance
was, in fact, a meticulous strategy as she
steered the final towards shorter time con-
trols, avoiding losing the edge in Classical
chess, where she had never defeated her sen-
ior compatriot.

Holding fort

Divya could have won the first Classical
game with white pieces but fell short, failing
to capitalise on both her advantage and
Humpy’s mistakes. This meant Humpy
would play with white in the second
Classical game, a prime opportunity to set-
tle the match decisively.

Yet, Divya staged a masterclass in defence,
forcing the contest into rapid tie-breaks
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Divya Deshmukh (R) breaks down after beating Koneru Humpy in the Chess World Cup final on Monday. P11
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where she ultimately delivered the final blow.

So what makes Divya such a special tal-
ent? Or rather, how did she realise her true po-
tential? Ask her former coach RB Ramesh, and
he’ll point to two things: confidence and age.

“She is younger than someone like
Vaishali (Rameshbabu) and Vantika
(Agrawal) and, I would say, the most confi-
dent of the lot,” Ramesh told The Indian
Express. “She has been a confident girl from
avery young age. She didn’t have that neg-
ative side to her, the one that tends to create
self-doubt. That inner chatter that wrecks
things, fortunately, was missing in her.”

According to him, Divya already pos-
sesses the strength of a Grandmaster, and
is constantly evolving. Ramesh even pre-
dicts that she could become India’s
strongest female player. “She can reach a
2650 rating.”

For context, Humpy’s peak classical
chess rating was 2623. Describing her play-
ing style, Ramesh calls Divya “ultra-aggres-
sive” on the board, drawing parallels with
Russian-French legend Alexander
Alekhine, arguably the most attacking
player in chess history.

Could such aggression backfire? Ramesh
doesn’t think so.

Asrisky as it sometimes could be to com-

There are players who avoid risk,
who prefer solid, steady play...
like Rahul Dravid in cricket. Then
there are those who go on the
attack. Divya belongs to the
latter category.”

RB RAMESH
DIVYA DESHMUKH'S FORMER COACH

pare sportspersons from different sports, it
is imperative to understand the mindset be-
hind being defensive or aggressive.

“There are players who avoid risk, who
prefer solid, steady play... like Rahul Dravid
in cricket. Then there are those who go on
the attack. Divya belongs to the latter cate-
gory,” says the chess coach.

Mental fortitude

Delving deeper into Divya’s mental forti-
tude, GM Abhijeet Kunte observes: “I think
it's very rare. Exceptional players perform
well in both favourable and adverse situa-
tions. Many crumble under pressure; others
fail to convert advantages. But Divyaisn’t like
that. When pressured, she defends tena-
ciously. Yet when ahead, she avoids time
trouble while maintaining her edge. She’s

very clever in her approach. That kind of ma-
turity is very rare to see at such a young age.”

Divya’s aggressive style often mirrors that
of someone like fellow Indian GM Nihal
Sarin, while her never-say-die attitude, the
refusal to accept draws and the ability to
“squeeze water from stone” will remind one
of D. Gukesh'’s relentless play.

Even five-time World Champion
Viswanathan Anand isn’t surprised by her
World Cup triumph. “She’s someone who
has a lot of potential, so I wouldn’t say this
is unexpected. But people were waiting for
this, and it’s nice that she’s delivered,”
Anand told The Indian Express.

Ramesh also believes that Divya has a
genuine shot at the Ju Wenjun's FIDE
Women's World Championship crown.

“She needs toraise her level by about 100
rating points, and then she'll be a clear
favourite. She needs to put in double the
amount of work she is putting in now as she
qualified for the Candidates, and at her age,
that's absolutely achievable,” he asserts.

While the thought might seem far-
fetched for now, Divya may one day emulate
Gukesh’s historic achievement at chess’ pin-
nacle. But for now, as she herself said, all that
the young champion craves is some good
food and well-earned rest.

Shooting League
of India gets
ISSF’s backing

SHASHANK NAIR
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE INTERNATIONAL Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) put its weight behind the
upcoming Shooting League of India (SLI), a
National Rifle Association of India-organised
event, stating that the event was part of the
ISSFs design to keep the sport in the Olympic
programme. Shooting has been excluded from
the Commonwealth Games on multiple oc-
casions. It was excluded from this year’s World
University Games, too. The withdrawal of the
programme, coupled with pressure from the
International Olympic Committee (IOC), has
forced the world body to think outside the box.

“ISSFis working very hard for marketing,
for communication, because it is really im-
portant because we realize that people don't
know what we are, what we do. We know
very well inside the family, but it's not
enough. We have to open not only the door,
but also the window in the world, and we are
ready to receive attention,” ISSF president
Luciano Rossi admitted in a virtual media
roundtable on Monday.

One part of this push is to align with the
discipline of eSports, now a programme that
features prominently in the plans of the IOC.
NRAI president Kalikesh Singh Deo was re-
cently appointed as the interim chairperson of
the ISSF Committee on eSports and
Innovations and has ensured that there will be
eSports at the Shooting League of India. “We
alsounderstand the pressures and the pulls of
the current market of audiences. As he has said,
and I reiterate, there are more than 450 mil-
lion, 500 million gamers who exist. Theideais
to try and tap an audience of fans,” said Deo.

He added, “While all of us may under-
stand the intricacies of pulling that trigger
and the release of the breath and the stillness
of the mind to maintain the competitive pos-
ture. However, to make a common man un-
derstand what the shooter has to go through,
I think a lot of technology can be brought in,
the biofeedback can be driven, new camera
angles can be brought in to ensure that there
is more excitement related with the broad-
cast as well as a better understanding of what
the athlete is going through. I think that's the
level of communication that we intend to
bring out from the Shooting League of India.”

Apart from an eSports push - as well as SLI
that has, according to Deo, 70 foreign shooters
and close to 400 domestic shooters signed up
- there is also the support that India will pro-
vide to the sport. Deo said that India would en-
sure a shooting programme at the 2030
Commonwealth Games and should the bid for
the 2036 Olympics materialise, would support
the programme wholeheartedly.

England women retain Euro t1tle beat Spam in thrilling shootout

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BASEL, JULY 28

MORE DRAMA, another penalty shootout
and never giving up.

England successfully defended its
Women's European Championship title on
Sunday in its own special way, thriving in
high tension yet again to take down world
champion Spain in a shootout in the final.

Chloe Kelly lashed in her spot kick to give
England a 3-1 win on penalties after a 1-1
draw after extra time. “I was cool, Iwas com-
posed, and I knew I was going to hit the back
of the net,” said Kelly, whose goals decided a
second straight Women's Euros final, and
also the semifinal five days earlier.

England goalkeeper Hannah Hampton
saved spot kicks from Mariona Caldentey
and Spain superstar Aitana Bonmati, before
substitute Salma Paralluelo dragged her shot

wide of goal. The defending champion won
the only way it knew how at this thrilling
Euro 2025. “It was the most chaotic tourna-
ment we played,” said England coach Sarina
Wiegman, who has now won three straight
Women's Euros titles.

Super subs

England had fallen behind in the first half,
fought back in the second and relied on its
superb substitutes — including Kelly - just
asitdid againstItaly and beating Sweden on
penalties previously in the knockout rounds.

“I actually can't believe it myself,”
Wiegman said. “How can this happen? But it
happens. We're just going to party tonight.”
England leveled the score in the 57th on
Alessia Russo's header from a cross by Kelly
after Caldentey had given Spain the lead in
the 25th finishing Ona Batlle's cross.

Spain trailed for only four minutes in the
entire tournament — and not for one second

. 2036 OLYMPICSBID |

England players rejoice after defending
the European Championship title. AP

against England — yet could not seal its first
European title against the teamitbeatin the
World Cup final two years ago. “I think this
team deserved more. At least not living with
this bitter feeling,” Spain coach Montse Tomé

said in translated comments.

Kelly had scored an extra-time winning
goal for England at Wembley three years ago
to beat Germany 2-1.

Spain's missed chance

In extra time Spain had good possession
in the England penalty area so many times
yet did not force a decisive goal. “It was cruel,”
Bonmati told Spanish broadcaster La 1, after
being named best player of the tournament.
“We played better, created more scoring
chances, but in soccer sometimes that's not
enough.” Spain goalkeeper Cata Coll saved
spot kicks from England captain Leah
Williamson and the first by Beth Mead.

It was appropriate in England’s memo-
rable tournament that Mead's penalty had
to be retaken under a new soccer rule that
allows a second chance when a player scores
by slipping and touching the ball twice. It did
not matter after Hampton's saves.

Arsenal attackers like scoring with per-
fectly placed headers from inviting crosses
sent to the ideal spot. Spain took the lead
Sunday with a very English goal - a full back’s
cross from the byline finding the head of an
Arsenal player to score, on a rain-slicked field
onan overcast, cloudy day. The strong Spanish
flavor leading to Caldentey's opener was in
the neat passing to find Athenea del Castillo
in the penalty area and her vision to see Ona
Batlle's direct run into space. Caldentey was
in the Arsenal team that won the Women's
Champions League final in May beating a
Barcelona side with six starters who also lined
up for Spain on Sunday. Spain used three
more Barcelona players as substitutes.

The Arsenal forward line in that final,
Russo and Kelly, combined to tie the Euro
2025 final. Kelly's right-foot cross from the
left was floated toward the head of Russo
who guided the ball back toward the top cor-
ner of the Spain net.

India, Qatar face-off: Promise vs readiness, economy vs diplomacy

MIHIRVASAVDA
MUMBAI, JULY 28

SLICK REELS. Snappy videos. And montages
of sporting royalties — from Roger Federer to
David Beckham —
saying good things
aboutDoha.Inaco-
ordinated publicity
blitzkrieg, Qatar an-
nounced its bid to
host the 2036
Olympics last week.

The Gulf nation’s
interest in hosting
the Games was whispered in the Olympic cir-
cles for months. With this announcement, itis
now official. India, which has been working on
its bid for close to two years, has competition
in a race that also includes Turkey, Indonesia,
Hungary, and Germany, which want to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the 1936
Olympics, among others.

The International Olympic Committee
(IOC) has paused the host selection process
as it reviews the current rules.

Picking a host nation for the Olympics has
never been a straightforward process. So, to
say that one country has an edge over the
other will be premature. And often, given the
hectic behind-the-scenes parleys, merit is-
n’t always the only deciding factor — who

EXPLAINED

better than Qatar, who won the controver-
sial 2022 FIFA World Cup bid to know that!

Some of the overarching messages from
the initial statements made by both nations
are similar, the difference is in the language.

Sample this, Qatar in their initial pitch last
week have said they ‘view sport as a means
to... foster aworld that is more united, toler-
ant,and harmonious.’ India, inits letter of in-
tent to the IOC, has highlighted that it hopes
to ‘seek peace, friendship and collective
progress among all nations’.

Or take the promise of inclusivity. “Qatar,”
their statement says, “promises an unparal-
leled Olympic experience — a vibrant, inclu-
sive platform that welcomes diverse cultures
and backgrounds.” India, in its pitch, has spo-
ken about the ‘vast cultural diversity’ and the
society being a ‘mosaic of religions, includ-
ing Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism,
Buddhism, and Jainism.’

And while Qatar claims its bid aligns with
the ‘National Vision 2030’, India has said the
2036 Olympics are in line with the country’s
‘Viksit Bharat 2047 Vision'.

Both haven’t shied away from making
bold claims to transform the respective na-
tions’ sporting ecosystem, shape the future
and wield regional influence.

Banking on ‘readiness’

They do not say it in as many words, but
Qatar implies that they can host the

An artist's impression of what the venues planned in Ahmedabad would look like.
(R) Adiver in action during the 2024 World Aquatics Championships with Doha's
skyline in the background. Special arrangement / Qatar Olympic Committee
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Olympics now if it comes to that. Readiness,
bolstered by the controversial yet successful
2022 FIFA World Cup, is their big bid plank.

On the infrastructure front, Qatar has
claimed that ‘95 per cent of Olympic ven-
ues are already in place and tested at the
highest level’. They dip into their previous
hosting experience, underlining the 18
World Championships they have hosted in
the last 20 years to promise a successful de-
livery of the Olympics. They hosted the

Asian Games in 2006 and will hold them
once again in 2030.

“With world-class venues already in
place and tested, Doha 2036 shifts the focus
frominfrastructure development to deliver-
ing exceptional experiences and meaning-
ful legacy from day one,” the Qatar Olympic
Committee said in a statement.

In Ahmedabad, which was officially pre-
sented as the candidate city in a meeting
with the IOC earlier this month, the pace of

On the infrastructure front,
Qatar has claimed that ‘95 per
cent of Olympic venues are
already in place and tested at the
highest level’

infrastructure building — being done from
scratch — has increased rapidly in the last
few months as the authorities begin work to
construct the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Enclave, which is likely to be the major hub.

Inits promise to deliver the Games seam-
lessly, India has bid — or is in the process of
bidding — multiple international tourna-
ments over the next few years to gain host-
ing experience. This includes the 2030
Commonwealth Games, which is almost cer-
tain to be held in Ahmedabad, the 2027
women’s volleyball world championship and
the 2028 World U20 Athletics
Championships, among others. This year,
Ahmedabad will host the Commonwealth
Weightlifting Championship and the Asian
Swimming Championship.

Regional play
There’s also a regional play in both bids.
Qatar has also reaffirmed that if it were
to be awarded the 2036 Games, ‘it would

mark the first Olympic and Paralympic
Games ever held in the Middle East and
North Africa’. “This milestone would allow
Qatar to present a distinctive Arab model for
the Games - one rooted in diversity and
openness, built on a foundation of sustain-
able legacy and the power of sport to inspire
hope and peace. It would also strengthen re-
gional representation and showcase the po-
tential of Arab youth on the global stage,”
they said in a media release.

India, meanwhile, has said hosting the
Olympics would speak of the ‘aspirations of
the Global South’ and, in the letter of intent
to the I0C, spoke about the ‘transformative
economic, social and cultural impact in wider
SAARC nations in South Asia’.

Economy and diplomacy

Qatar is banking on its growing reputa-
tion of being a global diplomacy hub. In their
pitch, the Gulf nation has said ‘this bid is a
natural extension of our diplomatic legacy,
inviting the world to connect in an environ-
ment of peace and mutual respect.’

India, on the other hand, has impressed
upon the IOC that it is the ‘only major econ-
omy yet to host the Games.’ “And while we
recognise thatis not the sole reason to award
aGames, itis a stark reflection of our region’s
need for the types of sport and social bene-
fits that only the Olympic Games can pro-
vide,” the letter of intent stated.
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