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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

‘OP SINDOOR KILLED TERRORISTS’ BOSSES, OP MAHADEYV KILLED TERRORISTS’

Pahalgam terrorists killed, clear proof
of Pakistan hand, Shah tells Lok Sabha

Says ballistic report, witnesses helped
identify 3 dead as Pahalgam attackers

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

SPEAKING FOR the government
on the second day of the special
discussion on Operation Sindoor
in the Lok Sabha Tuesday, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah an-
nounced in the House that those
behind the Pahalgam terror at-
tack had been killed.

The three terrorists gunned
down in the Dachigam forest
area on the outskirts of Srinagar
under ‘Operation Mahadev’ on
Monday were the same as those
involved in the terrorist attack on
April 22, Shah said, adding that
forensic proof as well as witness
identification of the men had
confirmed the same. Identifying

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah addresses the
Lok Sabha on Tuesday. P11

the three as Suleiman alias Faisal
Jatt, Afghan and Jibran, he said
they had all come from Pakistan.
The three were killed in
‘Operation MahadeV’ carried out
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Challenge in US trade
deal: Tackling Trump,
ensuring tariff edge

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

WITH JUST two days left for the
August 1 deadline set by the
Donald Trump administration to
wrap up agreements with its
trading partners, the American
President said he is planning tar-

iffs at “somewhere in the 15-20
per cent range” for “the rest of
the world”. That would mean a
significantincrease on the 10 per
cent “baseline” tariff that applies
to most trading partners now.
Given how talks have pro-
ceeded, an interim deal still
seems distant. But three things
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Inside the op: 2 signals
17 days apart, 3-month
hunt, Mahadev peak

ARUN SHARMA,
AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
& DEEPTIMANTIWARY
JAMMU, NEW DELHI, JULY 29

IT WAS the detection of a signal
emitted from a communication
device used by the Pahalgam at-
tackers on Saturday — the sec-
ond time in the last 17 days —
that led the Army and Jammu
and Kashmir Police to them on
Mulnar Peak near Lidwas
Meadow of Mahadev Peak, a
strategically important location
in the Dachigam forests on the

outskirts of Srinagar town.

The device was among vari-
ous items, including arms, am-
munition and explosives, later
seized from the three slain ter-
rorists, who Home Minister Amit
Shah said are the same as the
ones who killed 26 civilians on
April 22. Identifying them as
Suleiman, Afghan and Jibran,
Shah said in Lok Sabha, “These
three terrorists were those who
killed our citizens in Baisaran
(Pahalgam), and all three have
been killed.”

According to highly placed

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Manipur district election
officers begin outreach
on SIR, meet parties

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JULY 29

EVEN AS Manipur remains un-
der President’s Rule, district elec-
tion officers have begun holding
meetings with local representa-
tives of political parties to discuss
the Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) of electoral rolls. While
these meetings have already
been held in atleast five of the 16
districts in the state, notices con-
vening such meetings have been
issued in the remaining districts.
On Monday, representatives

of the BJP, Congress and the Kuki
People’s Alliance attended one
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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DISCUSSION ON OPERATION SINDOOR IN LOK SABHA

No world leader asked India
to stop Op (Sindoor)... only
3 countries backed Pak: PM

‘Vance said Pak
was planning big
attack...Isaid will
answer bullets
with cannonballs’

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

WITH THE Opposition flagging
US President Donald Trump's re-
peated claims of mediating the
May 10 ceasefire between India
and Pakistan, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told Lok Sabha on
Tuesday that “no leader in the
world asked India to stop its mil-
itary operation (Sindoor)”. He said
he had told US Vice-President ] D
Vance on May 9 that if Pakistan
fired bullets, India would respond
with cannonballs.

Replying to an over 16-hour
discussion in Lok Sabha on the
Pahalgam terror attack and
Operation Sindoor, Modi said it

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

BUSINESS AS USUAL
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi during the discussion on Tuesday. P11

‘PM should have courage
to tell Trump he is lying™:
Rahul questions ceasefire

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

STEPPING UP the Opposition’s at-
tack on the government over US
President Donald Trump’s claims
that he brokered the ceasefire be-
tween India and Pakistan after
Operation Sindoor, Rahul Gandhi
Tuesday asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to show “courage”
and declare Trumpaliarif he was
not speaking the truth.

“Donald Trump has said 29
times that he brought about the
ceasefire. If he is lying... let the
Prime Minister say heislying.If he
has the courage of Indira Gandhi,
let him say here that Donald
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PAGE 7

Trumpis aliar. That you (Trump)
did not make us cease fire and
that we did not lose any planes...
Evenif he has 50% of the courage
Indira Gandhi had, let him say it
here,” Gandhi said. “Have the
courage to tell him (Trump)... ‘To
hell with you, you can’t stop any

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

S=3

wirdte aitagfy afty Aoy Wil
Gaguritied and Exchangs Baed of india

SCAMS AND LADDERS &~

SAFE & SMART
INVESTING

BSE®

Fell prey
to unsound scams

Followed
sound practices

100 98 97 96 95 94
ity rpeko . S
rn:ill.llh?ﬁlm i ﬂ" . N
82 83 84 -ﬂi 36 87
¢ >
cras tnch, tae ot Cer vy
weadyHILing b bl t
B0 79 78 77 LA 75 74 73 72 7
- Installing apps that say
| 'Earn 110,000 a day with
trading.’ < e
61 62 63 64 65 66 .-"'! 69 70
60 59 58 57 56 55 53 52 51
£ oot |
41 442 43 44 45 46 48 49 S0
LU :
v
»
=
MO™*39 |38 37 36 |35 3332 3
g | Applying for courses that
L ovarnight, %
.iu-. t R
22 23 24 25 26 29 30 9
& | } 4
i e il
[ '*
20 19 13 1%. ’ n
. B “\"‘lﬂm 1'"-""* L
@ Even 1500/m Is fine! 4
1 2 8 9 10
Always deal with SEBI registered
. . . Scan to visit
intermediaries and authorised SEBI website

trading platforms.

H#SEBIVSSCAM

An investor awareness initiative by SEBI and BSE.

OO

My Regular Premium Plan!

of 6/8/10/12 years.

Download < [L A
LiC Mobie App CHOIE |

f b X

Follow us :

Iflr |.|IIE il 8 r

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Presenting LIC's

NAV JEEVAN
SHREE -~

UIN: 512N387V0N
Plan No.: 912

Regular Premium Payment Plan

» Limited Premium Payment Term,
» Attractive Premium Payment Terms

+-— i Wishe Beindia.dn

For details, contact your Agent/Nearest LIC Branch/visit www.licindia.in
l In' LIC India Forever | IRDAI F:eu;.-. No.: 512

ke |||r| inesSLaranc |-|: || 25

Single solution
to achieve our goals ,

+ Guaranteed Additions payable as a percentage
of Tabular Annual Premium without taxes.

Attractive
Benefits for
Existing

One Time Premium
Payment

» Guaranteed Addition @ ¥ 85/- per T1000/-

Basic Sum Assured.

Policyholders

» Provision for granting loan during the Policy Term.

Policy Term Options ; 10 to 20 years.
Plans are also available online

(A Non-Par, Non-Linked, Life, Individual, Savings plan)

These are two different products with different features.

Call Comtre Services
I:Iu: [CE2GRIT B42T

ANFICA N -|r|' s ar i
& requesied fo |ll14| a palice

I'I1 Nt Ir EATHAITS r|r1r|'|: amaunts. Palicy
oL complaint, For more details on risk fd"‘ur" terms and
conditions, pl-.'_'.:l s read sales hrul;hlrrl_' cange ’I!":' hefore rn-u-r!ll.r'p'lnq a sale,

Eﬁ ' HI,'
8976862090 M

pificials da not Iny |I.- IR any activies
vhalders of

= Settlemnent Option On Maturity/Death.
= Attractive Rebate for existing policyholder.

LIS { BT/ 2025-26 { 11 | ENG

HTEAT Sita= |9TAT oras
LIFE INSURAMCE CORPORATION OF INDLA

Har Pal Aapke Saath




THE SECOND PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 30,2025

e 2 signals 17 days apart, 3-month hunt FROMPAGE ONE
Pahalgam terrorists

sources, the men had also used
the device on July 11 in the Bai-
saran area. Since then, multiple
teams of the Army and police had
been looking for them, even dur-
ing the night, which forced them
to keep changing their locations.

On Saturday, when security
forces and police detected the
satellite phone signal from the
Mahadev Peak area, they imme-
diately launched what security
agencies would later call Op
Mahadev. The signal was tracked
to Dachigam, which has the near-
est human habitation nearly 30
km away at Chak Dara.

While Baisaran in Anantnag
district, where the April 22 attack
took place, and Dachigam forests
in Srinagar are nearly 120 km
away by road, their distance
through the forest is around 40-
50 km, with Aru Wildlife
Sanctuary falling in between.

Sources said after the presence
of the three men was ascertained
inthe general area, heat signature
drones were flown to narrow it
down. In a meticulously planned
and swift operation, security
forces and police, based on infor-
mation provided by localnomads
about the region, cordoned off the
area and took on the terrorists,
who were caught unawares, rest-
ing under amakeshift tentaround
11.30 am Monday, sources said.

Inthe ensuing fierce gunfight,
the Army and police managed to
kill all three men — top Lashkar-
e-Taiba commander Suleiman
Shah, who had undergone train-
ing atLeT’s Muridkee terror head-
quarters, Hamza Afghani (identi-
fied as Afghan by Shah in Lok
Sabha)and Jibran, all Pakistani na-
tionals. Jibran was alsoinvolved in
last year’s terror attack at Z-Morh
tunnel, officials said.

Inthe end, officials said, it was
their messaging equipment, used
to communicate with their han-
dlers in Pakistan, that was their
undoing,. “This equipment usesra-
dio frequency tolatch on toamo-
bile phone and then communi-
cate across the border without
using the phone’s network. This
helps it escape surveillance.
However, there is equipment to
catch such frequencies, which also
provides an estimation of the area
itisemerging from.Butitisagen-
eral area, not the exact location,”
an officer said.

The three-month hunt

In the wake of the terror at-
tack, as joint efforts began be-
tween security forces and intelli-
gence agencies to track down the

perpetrators, large-scale opera-
tions by the Army’s Special Forces
and Rashtriya Rifles were laun-
ched onand along multiple ridge-
lines that emanated from Pahal-
gam. This was aided by technical
intelligence comprising satellite
imagery and inputs from surveil-
lance carried out by drones. Also,
electronic surveillance was used
to detect signatures of Thuraya
satellite phones and other radio
intercepts gathered when the ter-
rorists were communicating, al-
lowing for their tracking over the
last three months.

Whenever an electronic inter-
cept from the radio sets or satel-
lite phones was received, it was
plotted on a map for further as-
sessment of nearby areas. This
was done regularly, and accord-
ingly, the troops were inducted to
carry out cordon and search oper-
ations in those areas, marked by
rugged terrains, steep slopes and
thick forests with caves, thus mak-
ing for suitable hideouts.

The modus operandi of the
terrorists was to emerge from
their hideouts, cover some dis-
tance before making short calls,
and retreat. Locals and other
sources also gave security agen-
cies constant intelligence on the
likely movement patterns and
possible hiding spots of terrorists
in thick forests along the ridges.

Each location that was identi-
fied was searched by the security
forces before moving on to the
next. The security forces ensured
that the terrorists were continu-
ously on the move and denied
them long resting periods.

Inthe vicinity of the Mahadev
Peak, ataheightof 13,0001t, there
are a large number of caves and
dense undergrowth from where
increased electronic signatures
had been detected for the last few
weeks. Early Monday, some
movement was detected in the
dense rocky areas ahead of the
peak. The area was cordoned off,
and additional troops moved to-
wards it to cut off any escape
routes. One of the terrorists was
likely killed in the first round of fir-
ing itself, while the other two re-
taliated with heavy firing, before
they were killed, officials said.

Aware that the terrorists are
likely high-value targets, authori-
ties took time to confirm their
identities. For this, they checked
with family members of those
killed in Baisaran Valley on April
22, as well as two jailed locals —
Parvaiz Ahmad Jothar and Bashir
Ahmad Jothar — who allegedly
harboured the terrorists.
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by the Army’s 4 Para, CRPF and
J&amp;KPolice jointly, Shah said.
“Suleiman was an A-grade LeT
(Lashkar-e-Taiba) commander,
and was involved in the Pahalgam
and Gagangeer (the Z-Morh tun-
nel) attacks. Our agencies have
ample evidence of this. Afghan
was an A-grade LeT commander
and Jibran was also an A-grade
terrorist. These three terrorists
were those who killed our citizens
in Baisaran (Pahalgam), and all
three have been killed. Through
this House, I thank the security
personnel involved.”

Giving details of Operation
Mahadev, Shah said it “started on
May 22,2025”. “In a way, the day
the killings happened, that night
itself a security meeting was
held... They(Opposition)are say-
ing only Rahul Gandhi went
there... At 1 pm, the attack hap-
pened, and at 5.30 pm, I was in
Srinagar. On April 23, a security
meeting took place, with the secu-
rity forces and J&I Police present.
The first decision taken was that
those involved in the killings
should notescape to Pakistan,and
we made elaborate arrangements.
OnMay 22, the Intelligence Bureau
received humanintelligence of the
presence of terrorists in the
Dachigam region... Repeated ef-
forts were on from May till July 22
to confirm this... On July 22, we
got success through sensors, and
it was confirmed that the terror-
ists were there.”

On how they had confirmed
that the three killed were those
behind the Pahalgam attack, Shah
said: “The NIA had kept those who
helped these terrorists in custody
and when the bodies of the terror-
ists came to Srinagar, four people
confirmed that these three con-
ducted the terror attack in
Pahalgam.” He said that this was
not all they depended upon. “We
were in no rush,” Shah said,
adding that they also matched the
cartridges found with the three
killed, with those recovered from
the Pahalgam terror site. “Three
rifles were recovered from them.
One was an M9 Americanrifleand
two were AK-47. The cartridges

found (in Pahalgam) were also of
M9 and AK-47. The recovered ri-
fles were sent to Chandigarh
(forensic lab) in a special aircraft
at midnight. These rifles were
fired all night, and the cartridges
matched (with those recovered
from the Pahalgam site)... Then,
itwas determined that these three
rifles were used to kill our inno-
cent citizens,” he said.

“I have the ballistic report in
my hand and at 4.46 am, six sci-
entists told me on video call that
they were 100% sure,” said Shah.

He said the security agencies
also had clear proof of the terror-
ists being from Pakistan, such as
voter numbers of two of the three.
“Therifles are with us. The choco-

about the attacks under previous
governments, and said: “They
were asking yesterday where they
(the terrorists) came from, where
they went, and who is responsi-
ble. We are responsible because
we are in government. But I ask,
when you were in government,
then who was responsible?”
Elaborating the steps they had
undertaken after the Pahalgamat-
tack, Shah said: “The Army, BSF,
CRPFand J&amp;KPolice madeall
the arrangements to stop their es-
cape fromthe country... Atotal of
1,055 people were questioned for
over 3,000 hours for information,
and it was all video-recorded.
Based onit, sketches were made.”
“On June 22, one Bashir and
one Parvez who had given shelter
to the terrorists were identified. ..
They were arrested.... They said

lates found with thaton the night of
them are also April 21, at 8 pm,
manufactured in ! E three terrorists had
Pakistan.” 2 come... They had

At the start of AK47 and M9 ri-
his address, the fles... Theyate, had
Home Minister ex- tea and carried
pressed condo- some food with
lences to the fami- =" s PO them... The
lies of those killed SCANTHIS FOR mother of the two
in Pahalgam, and AMIT SHAH'S FULL (WhO gdave Shelter)
said that PM SPEECH also identified the
Narendra Modi | bodies of the ter-
gave the go-ahead rorists.”

for Operation Sindoorinresponse.
People had been killed in front of
their families, after being asked
about their religion, Shah said,
adding that he wanted to tell their
families that the attackers “have
been taught a lesson, so that they
can’t undertake such an incident
again”.

IfOperation Sindoor had killed
the bosses of the terrorists who
were killed, Shah said, Operation
Mahadev had killed the terrorists
themselves. “I had hoped that
when this information is shared,
there will be happiness across the
board... But their (the
Opposition’s) faces have fallen...
Are you not happy that the terror-
ists have been killed?” Shah said.

In a barb at SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav, who also spoke during the
debate, Shah urged him not to be
upset over “the religion of the ter-
rorists killed”. Onthe Opposition’s
point of accountability, he spoke

e Challenge in trade deal with US

are clear: One, the US is pushing
hard for zero duty access to the
Indian markets, like it did with
Vietnam and Indonesia. Two, from
its perspective, New Delhi is keen
ensure the headline tariff doesn’t
exceed 15 per cent forits goods ex-
ports to the US. And three, the tar-
iff for each country may depend
on multiple external factors, such
as investment commitments and
high-value purchases.

The Trump administration is
learnt to be pushing for India to
commit to specific purchases and
investments, of the sort that it got
the EU and Japan to sign up for.
This may not be a big issue for
India, given that Trump may be
keen on scoring a political point
on extracting a big investment
commitmentwithout any specific
hard time-frame to achieve it.
India may be open to purchasing
three big-ticket items from the US:
defence equipment, natural gas
imports and nuclear reactors.

While New Delhi has man-
aged to keep two contentious is-
sues, agri and dairy, off the table
for now, it may be willing to be
flexible on segments such as
opening up public procurement,
like it did in the UK trade deal.

Indications are a sixth round
of talks between the two negotiat-
ing teams will take discussions
forward in August. What could be
instructive is the limited takeaway
for the US from the Japan deal:
how the Japanese negotiators
managed to upstage their Ameri-
can counterparts by gettinganim-
mensely favourable deal onauto-
mobiles, even as they dangled the
agri market access concessions
and Tokyo'’s investment pledges
as distraction the entire time.

Headline tariff
number; comparative
advantage

New Delhi is likely to push for
market access in labour-intensive
sectors, while trying to ensure a
significant tariff differential com-
pared toits Asian peers. If the final
US headline tariff is between 10

percentand 1? per cent, the tarjff
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INDIAN NEGOTIATORS are

keeping a close watch on
the trade talks the US is cur-
rently engaged in with
China. This will give New
Delhi anidea about the
comparative advantage it
will have vis-a-vis Beijing. A
delay in the deal does offer
more visibility on whata
favourable tariff range
would be, in comparison to
the tariff deals other coun-
tries have clinched.

points offered to the UKand Japan,
respectively, New Delhi would be
satisfied. The advantage starts to
taper off once the tariff goes over
15 per cent and inches up closer
to 20 per cent, as was offered to
Vietnam. A trans-shipment
clause, of the kind slapped on
Vietnam which levies an addi-
tional 20 per cent tariff, could be
aproblem for India too, given that
alot of Indian exports have inputs
and intermediate goods in sectors
such as pharma, engineering
goods and electronics coming in
from outside, including China.
Also, New Delhi will be closely
looking for clarity on the final
American duty offer on China,
given its belief that Trump will
maintain a tariff differential. For
Indian negotiators, extra tariffs on
steel and aluminium, over and
above the baseline, is an added
complication. Trump’s threat of
steep tariffs on BRICS countries for
buying Russian oil is also a loom-
ing concern. On specific sectors
such as auto or consumer non-
durables, Indiais likely to follow a
quota system that progressively
opens up market access over a
span of multiple years, like it did
in the UK deal signed last week.
Another question for New
Delhi is: in the absence of an in-
terim deal, should it brace for an
eventuality where there m

In Rajya Sabha, which began
its debate on Operation Sindoor
Tuesday, Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh also started his ad-
dress by informing the House that
the terrorists behind the
Pahalgam attack had been killed.
“Inthe probe carried out after the
Pahalgam attack, security agen-
cies had obtained important clues
which were used for counter-ter-
ror operations. A forensic analysis
was done of the weapons found
on the terrorists, and that made it
clear that these were the same
used in the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. We have done what we said,
and all three terrorists were killed
by security forces,” he said. “These
men were from the same terrorist
frontwhose terrorists killed 26 in-
nocent people in Pahalgam on
April 22. No praise is enough for
our security forces for maintain-
ing the country’s internal secu-
rity.” WITHENSINPUTS

just be 26 per cent reciprocal tar-
iffs, but an additional 10 per cent
BRICS tariff as well? Without this,
India will compare well with
Indonesia (19 per cent) and Viet-
nam (20-40 per cent),and give an
advantage over China (30-34 per
cent)and Bangladesh (35 per cent.
The equation changes when the
additional levies are factored in.

Exporters Struggle

As the uncertainty continues,
India’s exporters are struggling to
navigate the way forward because
buyersinthe USare notclearasto
what the final tariff will be,and are
consequently holding back orders.
The higher tariffs the US has im-
posed on China means a number
of Chinese manufacturers are
now also rerouting shipments to
Europe at throwaway prices,
whichisimpacting India’s exports
to the EU as well. India, like other
countries, had frontloaded ship-
ments ahead of the reciprocal tar-
iff deadline for the ongoing
Spring-Summer season, but there
is now a question mark over the
orders for the Fall-Winter season
from October to March.

Once the official level discus-
sions wrap up by mid-August,
there is a sense that a final call on
the deal could come down to a
conversation between the two
leaders, PM Narendra Modi and
President Trump. Thisis especially
so since it is Trump who is the
trade negotiator-in-chief. For
India, the best-case scenario
would be to get adeal of some sort
now, and then build on that, ex-
perts said. For Trump, another
consideration could be the fact
that higher tariffs imposed by it
mean higher prices for everyday
goods made overseas. A Yale esti-
mate from July 23 found that the
tariffs will result in as much as
$2,700in “lost annual income” per
household, though taxes collected
would potentially help narrow the
federal deficit. The tariffs that have
kicked in are bringing in some
money into the US Treasury, with
tariff revenue pegged at $27.2 bil-
lion in June and $22.8 billion in
May, according to the Treasury
Department’s statements,a sharp
increase from earlier years.

not
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e No world leader asked India to stop Op (Sindoor): PM

was the Pakistan DGMO (Director
General of Military Operations)
who “begged” his Indian counter-
part for a ceasefire.

While he did not mention
Trump, Modi said he spoke to US
Vice-President ] D Vance on the
night of May 9. “On the night of
May 9, the US Vice-President tried
to talk to me. He was trying for one
hour, but I was busy in meetings
with the forces. Then I called... He
told me that Pakistan was plan-
ningabig attack. My answer was...
that if Pakistan is planning this, it
will pay a heavy price. If Pakistan
attacks, we will attack harder.
ThenIsaid we will answer bullets
with cannonballs,” he said.

“No country in the world
stopped India from acting in its
defence. The United Nations has
193 countries — only three spoke
in favour of Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor. All other coun-
tries supported India,” Modi said.

“We got support from the
world, but it is unfortunate that
the valour of our forces did not get
support from the Congress. They
were jumping within three-four
days of April 22 (day of the
Pahalgam attack),asking where s
Modi... They were enjoying it.
Even in the killing of innocent
people, they were looking to score
political points... You can grab
media headlines like this but you
cannot find a place in people's
hearts,” he said.

Onthe ceasefire, Modi said: “...
The Pakistan DGMO begged our
DGMO... please stop, you have
beaten us enough, we can’t take it
any longer. India had said on May
7 that we have completed our job,
if you do something, you will pay
aprice.ItwasIndia’s clear strategy
to target terror hubs, and our ac-
tion was non-escalatory.”

He alsodefended India’s deci-
sion to inform Pakistan about the
attack minutes after it targeted
terror hubs early on May 7, recall-
ing that the Army had said at a
press conference that it had ac-
complished its goals and would
retaliate only if Pakistan attacked.

“India destroyed Pakistan's
military strength between May 9
and May 10. Pakistan now clearly
understands thatIndia's response
will always get bigger and that
Indiacandoanythingif itengages
inany misadventurein future,” he
said. “I repeat that Operation
Sindoor is still on. If Pakistan tries
anything, it will be given a tough
reply,” the PM said.

Modi also accused the
Congress of “importing issues

from Pakistan” and echoing the
country's propaganda.
“Unfortunately, Congress leaders
have become spokespersons of
this stratagem of Pakistan,” he
said. “Yesterday, our security
forces sent the Pahalgam terror-
ists to their destination in
Operation Mahadev. Here, they
are asking why it happened yes-
terday. What has happened to
them? Thislevel of hopelessness.”

Modi said the Congress had

ters are crying and some people
are crying watching them,” he said
inaswipe at the Congress.
Operation Sindoor targeted
the epicentre of terrorism, where
the Pahalgam attack had been
planned and terrorists were re-
cruited and trained, he said.
Modi said those asking why
India did not take back Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir should re-
member that it was lost by the
then Jawaharlal Nehru govern-

also raised ques- ment just after in-
tions on the Uri dependence.

surgical strikes and Modi  also
Balakot airstrike. blamed Nehru for
This time, whenall the Indus Waters
the evidence was Treaty. “It was
presented, the about rivers ema-
party was asking nating here. Those
why the govern- rivers were part of
ment halted the SCAN THISFOR PM our civilisational
operation, he said. NARENDRA MODI'S ethos. The Indus
He said criticising FULL SPEECH was India’s iden-
the security forces tity. But Nehru ji
was an old habit of and Congress gave

the Congress, adding that the
party never celebrated the Kargil
victory when in power.

Modi said the Pahalgam terror
attack was a conspiracy to pro-
voke violence in India, but the
country’s unity foiled the plot. He
recalled that when he returned
from abroad after the attack, he
gave the defence forces a free
hand to pick the time, spot and
means of their attack. “We are
proud that terrorists were given
the kind of punishment that their
masters are sleepless till today.”

Pakistan’s nuclear blackmail
did not work, India reached sites
in Pakistan it had never reached
before, established its superior
technical skill based on make-in-
India equipment, and showed
synergy across the three defence
forces because of reforms — like
the creation of the office of the
Chief of Defence Staff, tripling of
the defence budget ina decade, a
250 per cent increase in defence
production, 30-fold increase inde-
fence exports — over the last
decade, Modi said. “The Congress,
whenin power, did not even think
of self-reliance for the forces. The
Congress used to find opportunity
in every defence deal. From jeep
toBofors to helicopter --thereisa
scam attached with everything.
Our forces had to wait for decades
for modern equipment,” he said.

He said while terror attacks
used to happen earlier too, their
masterminds were having sleep-
less nights now, adding that this
was the new normal India had set.
“Terrorists are crying, their mas-

the World Bank the panchayat to
decide on our waters and rivers.
The Indus Waters Treaty was ade-
ceptioninflicted onIndia,” he said.
He said the treaty gave 80 per cent
water to Pakistan and only 20 per
cent was left for India. “Our farm-
ers had theright to these waters.”
he said. “They pushed Indiaintoa
water crisis; there arose differ-
ences between our states for wa-
ter. Many big projects would have
come up if this treaty would not
have been signed. India would
have had more drinking water
and hydroelectric power,” Modi
said.

“Despite wars and proxy-
wars, the Congress did not rethink
the treaty. But now, India has cor-
rected Nehru's blunder by keep-
ing the treaty in abeyance in the
interests of our farmers. Blood and
water cannot flow together.”

“After 26/11, the Congress’s
love for Pakistan did not stop.
Under foreign pressure, they
started talking to Pakistan soon.
They did not expel even one diplo-
mat from India. They did noteven
cancel a single visa. Pakistan-
sponsored attacks continued, but
Pakistan had most-favoured-na-
tion status. The country was ask-
ing for justice, and Congress was
busy doing trade with Pakistan,”
the PM said. Modi said the
Congress’s failure to take decisive
action against terror was partly
because of its “appeasement pol-
icy”, adding that when India was
facing repeated terror attacks, the
Congress was seeking out “Hindu
terror”.

e ‘PM should have courage to tell Trump he is lying’

war. We are going to fight.”

Throughout the special debate
on Operation Sindoor in
Parliament, the charge that the
government “buckled under pres-
sure from the US” and agreed toa
ceasefire when the Indian forces
were in “an advantageous posi-
tion” against Pakistan has been a
recurring theme of speeches
made by Opposition leaders.

In his combative 37-minute
speech, Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha, also al-
leged that the Indian forces went
into the conflict with Pakistan
with their “hands tied behind
their back”, as the Modi govern-
ment did not have “the political
will” towage a war with Pakistan.

“If you want to use the Indian
forces, then you should have 100%
political will. And secondly, you
should give them full operational
freedom. (Defence Minister)
Rajnath Singh in his speech com-
pared the 1971 (war with
Pakistan) and Operation Sindoor.
There was political willin 1971.In
the Indian Ocean, the Seventh
fleet (of the US)was approaching.
The then Prime Minister (Indira
Gandbhi)said we will do whatever
we want to do in Bangladesh...
political will without any confu-
sion,” Gandhi said.

“General Manekshaw told
Indira Gandhi that he cannot carry
out the operation in the sum-
mers... he needs six months.
Indira Gandhi told him take what-
ever time you want... because
you should have the freedom of
action, freedom to manoeuvre.
One lakh Pakistani soldiers sur-
rendered and a new country was
created.”

Referring to the telephonic
conversation that India’s DGMO
(Director General of Military
Operations)had with his Pakistani
counterpart right after Operation
Sindoor began, informing him

e Manipur district election officers begin outreach on SIR, meet parties

such meeting in Kangpokpi dis-
trict. According to an official there,
the meeting was held based on
“informal” instructionsissued by
the State Election Commission.
“There was no formal notice from
either the Election Commission
of India or from the State Election
Commission to conduct such
meetings. However, we were
given an informal communica-
tion that in view of the ensuing
SIR, a meeting should be held

with political parties to sensitise
them on the process, as well as
on pre-revision house-to-house
surveys and rationalisation of
polling stations,” the official said.

At the meeting, representa-
tives of all three parties are learnt
to have expressed concern over
the non-inclusion of Aadhaar
cards for the exercise.

Amid the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls in Bihar, ahead of the

Assembly elections there, the
Supreme Court has asked the
Election Commission to consider
inclusion of Aadhaar, Voter ID
and ration cards as proof for up-
dating the rolls.

“We had communicated
with the representatives about
the 11 documents that are per-
missible for proving identity and
address. They were concerned
thatin a hilly, tribal area like this,
most people may not have the

other required documents but
are most likely to have Aadhaar
since it is linked with so many
things,” said the official.
Thangjamang Kipgem, a BJP
leader who attended the meet-
ing, said the concern was shared
by other parties as well. “We are
very concerned about this, be-
cause Aadhaar is one document
that everyone, from new voters
to old people, are most likely to
have. The officials told us that

about the attacks India had carried
out on terror camps and hideouts
inPakistan, he called it “shocking”
thatIndiahad conveyed thatithad
hit non-military targets and did
not want escalation.

The Congress leader said this
amounted toa “ceasefire” offer on
the first night of Operation
Sindoor itself. “You told the
Pakistanis exactly what you
would do. You told them that we
will not hit military targets. You
told them that we donot wantes-
calation. .. You have told Pakistan
directly that you don’t have the

Anil Chauhan that you made no
tactical mistake. The Indian Air
Force made no mistake. The mis-
take was made by the political
leadership... And Anil Chauhan
must have the guts to say this...
that my hands were tied behind
my back,” he said.

According to Gandhi, the goal
of this exercise was “to protect the
PM'’simage”. “Because he has the
blood of the people of Pahalgam
on his hands, the goal was tomake
sure that he used the Air Force to
protect his image... It is danger-
ous for the country. The forces

political will to fight... And this  should be used only in nationalin-
the Defence Minister has said,in  terest... If you want to use them,
the House... that do not tie their
we don’t want to hands behind their
escalate... (Itwas) back.”
immediate sur- “The nation is
render in 30 min- above your image,
utes,” Gandhi said. your politics and
He also re- yourPR....Havethe
ferred to the re- humility and dig-
marks made last nity to understand
mqnth by Captain SCANTHIS FOR that.”
Shiv Kumar, RAHUL GANDHI'S The Congress
India’s Defence FULL SPEECH leader also took on
Attache to Indo- S Jaishankar.

nesiaq, that “India

did lose some aircraft”. Gandhi
said this happened “only because
of the constraint put by the polit-
ical leadership to not attack the
military establishment or their
(Pakistan’s) air defences”. “You
went into Pakistan. .. you told our
pilots to not attack their air de-
fence systems... You tied their
hands... What will happen?
Planes will fall... You don’t want
to answer, but everyone knows
the outcome.”

Gandhi also referred to CDS
General Anil Chauhan’s remarks
that “what is important is not the
jets being downed, but why they
were beingdowned”,and thatthe
Indian forces had learnt from their
mistakes, rectified the same and
taken off again. “Iwant to tell CDS

they will convey our concerns to
the authorities,” he said.

A similar meeting was also
held in Kamjong on Monday,
which was attended by repre-
sentatives of the BJP, Congress
and the Naga People’s Front. “We
explained what the process is
and what the documents re-
quired are. The representatives
emphasised that every eligible
citizen must be a part of the elec-
toral roll,” said a district official.
Similar meetings have also been
held in Noney, Ukhrul and

“Sometimes, this
External Affairs Minister amazes
me.He says,and even the Defence
Minister, that we have deterred
Pakistan. The man behind
Pahalgam is Pakistan’s General
(Asim) Munir, the Chief of Army
Staff. That man is having lunch
with the President of the US...
Trumpis breakingall protocoland
inviting the man who has (perpe-
trated) terrorism in India to have
lunch... and the PM has not said
anything.” He said General Munir
also had ameetingwith US Central
Command Chief Gen Michael
Kurilla, and generals from four
Central Asian countries on “how
to prevent terrorism”. “Which
planet is the Foreign Minister sit-
ting on? Please come down. You
have flown off somewhere.”

Thoubal districts.

Earlier this month, the state
also conducted training sessions
on the SIR for booth level officers
and their supervisors across mul-
tiple Assembly constituencies.
With these preparatory steps,
Manipur has set the ball rolling for
animminent SIR, evenasits neigh-
bour, Assam, has effectively sought
a delay in the exercise in the state
by asking for the inclusioninafinal
NRC — a matter that has been in
limbo for six years —asamong the
admissible documents.
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IndlanSteel

Indian Steel, Powering =
MSME Growth. o

The Steel Industry plays a strategic role in India’s growth. MSME are
pivotal to India’s Manufacturing and Engineering Export.

Ry T TN

As the World’s Second-Largest Steel Producer, India’s Steel Sector
has continuously supported MSME to rise to global standards.

The Indian Steel Association (ISA), representing the nation’s leading
steelmakers, is committed to empowering MSME with direct access
to quality steel tailored to their specific needs.

To support this initiative, six member companies have offered to
supply steel to MSMEs at Member Company-Specific Export Parity
Prices in addition to supply of steel at domestic prices.

To avail these offerings, visit the respective member company
websites/ nearest sales offices and access the portals directly.

These platforms offer:

«  Timely Supplies

« Assured Quality that meets global standards
+  Wide Product Range

« Trusted Partnership

Whether you’re building for India or exporting to the world, your
success starts with the right steel.

Source Smarter. Build Better With Indian Steel.

To register, log on to the member websites or visit nearest sales offices.
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INDIA STEEL HET SAIL # WeAlscMakeTomorrow STt
W, BMNS. N/ wwiw.shop. jindalpanther.com/ www. jswsteetformsme.in www.sail-steel.cam/ www.digeca.tatasteel.com/ www.asuvidha vizagsteal.com/
msmecannact msm-registration.html cust_eng/MsmelbsLogin.jsp about-digeca rinlesuvidha/index.jsp

— _]
Gross NPA Net NPA
2.92% 0.75%
470 bps YoY -24 bps YoY BOI

v /

RAM Advance
73,28,048 Cr
16.69% Yo

Net Profit
72,252 Cr
32.27% Yo¥Y

Business Mix
| 715,06,142 Cr
d 10.37% YoY

Gross Advance
n 6,72444 Cr
12.02% YoY
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sy Bt i et el e et e et b e el -

TinLakh

Sr. No. Particulars Standalone Consolidated
Quarter ended Year ended Quarter ended Year ended
30.06.2025 30.06.2024 31.03.2025 30.06.2025 30.06.2024 31.03.2025
(Reviewed) (Reviewed) {Aul:ﬂiud} (Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Audited)
1 Total Income from Operations 20.51,829 18,24 .002 79 81,992 20,67,762 18,38_365 8041244
2 “Eﬂmr:ﬂ;ﬁﬁ%m R 291330 238,405 1243444 3,02.341 257604 12,76,714
3 | Met Profiti{Loss) for the period before tax {afler Exceptional and/or 2 61.330 7 38 405 12.43.444 2 50,461 2 57 604 12.76.714
Extraordinary items)
4 | Net Profit'{Loss) for the penod after tax (after Excaptional and/or 2 25212 1.70,273 9.21.902 1.82.956 1,88.828 0,54 828
Extraordinary items)
Total Comprehensive Incom fl ompnsing Profi ' - : S
: fﬂDrt?hE Eergs qaft:r ;x}?ndeﬂwggipurg@mz Iiggrﬁacz?;!ﬁsi‘:i]] iy 2 ASTRE Mote &
6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 4,55,341 4,55,341 4,55,341 455341 4 55.341 455,341
7 | Reserves (exciuding Revaluation Resarve) as shown in the Audited .
Balance Sheet of the previous year 635,78, 138 67,685,027
% — @ Retail Loans 8 | Securities Premium Account 20,28,559 20,28,559 20,28,559 22.06.574 21,87 466 22,02.955
=] 9 | Net Warth 66.86,230 56 85,045 66.05,857 £8,36,318 R8.67 507 £8,15,829
10 | Paid-up Debl Capital! Quistanding Debt * 19.46% 11.45% 20.068%
& MSME Loans 11 | Outstanding Redeemable Preference Shares i 2 -
12 | Debt Equity Ratio * 0.57 0.32 0.58
Eamings Per Share {of ¥ 10/- each) (for continuing and -
discantinued operations) - i
13 [1.Basic (n3). 755 3.74 20.25 4.02 415 20.87
2. Diluted (in 2) - 4.95 3,74 7025 4.02 415 2087
14 | Capital Redemption Reserve z ) - 50 50 50
: 15 | Debenture Redemplion Reserve - - : s . .
Shishu-Mudra 16 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio Not Applicable Mot Applicable Mot Applicable Naot Applicable Not Applicable Mot Applicable
' 17 | Interest Service Coverage Ratio Mot Applicable Not Applicable Mot Applicable Mot Applicable ot Applicable Mot Applicable

* Debi represents borowings with residual maturity of more than one year. Qutstanding Debt represents total bormowings of the Bank.

AT
.'.'I F'I'E

| Notes:
.“k . 1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
BOI Digital » 9 Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarlerly financial results are avallable on the Stock Exchangels) websites (BSE:https:ifwwwbseindia.com and NSE: hitps:/www.nseindia.com) and the website of

the Bank (hitps://www_bankofindia.co.in). The same can be accessed by scanning the GR Code provided here.

2 For the other line items referred in regulation 52(4) of the Listing Regulations, pertinent disclosures have been made 1o the Stock Exchange(s)
(Mational Stock Exchange and Bombay Stock Exchange) and can be accessed on the URL | NSE: hitps:/fwww nseindia.com and BSE hitps:/iwww. bseindia.com).

Products /

3 Information relating to Total Comprehensive Income and Other Comprehensive Income is not fumished as Ind AS is not yet made applicable to banks.

Bank of India °

! Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
Place : Mumbai (Rajiv Mishra) | (Subrat Kumar) | (P. R. Rajagopal)  (Rajneesh Karnatak) | (M. R. Kumar)
Date : 29/07/2025 Executive Directuri Executive Director | Executive Director | Managing Director & CEC | Chairman
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MEDICAL ATTENTION NECESSARY WITHIN 24 HOURS, SAY EXPERTS

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

A SPIKE in dog bite cases across
Delhi, with children and elderly
largely at the receiving end, has
sparked massive concern. With
three big hospitals in the Capital
— Safdarjung Hospital, Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital and
Hindu Rao Hospital — witness-
ingasurge in the cases of dogbites
over the last few years, experts
have cautioned that medical at-
tention is necessary within 24
hours of the bite.

On Monday, the Supreme
Court took suo motu cognizance
of a news report about infants in
Delhi falling prey to the menace.
Hundreds of dog bites in the
Capital and nearby areas are lead-
ing to rabies, and ultimately, chil-
dren and the elderly are falling
prey to the dreadful disease, the
apex court noted.

The bench directed that the
matter, along with the news re-
port, be placed before Chief Justice
of India B R Gavai for appropriate
orders.

Children — especially those
under 10 years of age — are ata
higher risk for severe or fatal out-
comes following a dog bite, ex-
perts opine. The seriousness of a

Safdarjung Hospital
M Dog bite cases

63,361
70,284

2023 77,899

2024 84713

2025* 91,009

(*Till July 28)

2021
2022

M Dog bites are dangerous
due to bacteria harboured
in dog’s mouth; can cause
serious infections if skin is
broken

M Complications from
infection, such as sepsis,
can be life-threatening if
left untreated

M Rabies considered one of

KEY POINTS TO NOTE

RML Hospital
M Dog bite cases*

45432
39,216 36,609 5’=3

2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
*Period: April - March

the deadliest infections,
known to have a nearly
100% fatality rate

M Rabies is a viral disease
that can infect any
mammal, not just dogs

M Even minor bites can
drive bacteria deep into
tissue, leading to infection
that may develop rapidly

dog bite depends on factors such
as wound depth, extent of dam-
age totissues, thelocation,and the
dog's vaccination status. Even mi-
nor-looking bites should be care-
fully monitored, as per the ex-
perts. Immediate washing,

Park visitor dies after
stray dog attack: Police
seek answers from DDA

DEVANSHMITTAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

FOLLOWING THE death of a vis-
itor to a Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) park in West
Delhi in a stray dog attack, the
Station House Officer (SHO) of
Moti Nagar Police Station has
written to the DDA and sought
detailed information on security
arrangements and protocol for
stray animal control.

Inaletter dated July 4 and ad-
dressed to the Director (Horticul-
ture), Northwest Division, DDA,
Inspector Varun Dalal cited a re-
cent incident at the DDA park on
Shivaji Marg, Najafgarh Road,
where a park visitor died due to
injuries sustained ina stray dog at-
tack. “Safety and well-being of cit-
izens using public spaces like
parks must be given top priority.
Hence, [ request your urgent at-
tention to the above matters and
would appreciate a prompt re-
sponse with the requested infor-
mation,” it quoted him as saying.

Dalal confirmed to The Indian
Express that he has not yet re-
ceived a response from DDA.

Among other issues, the SHO
has asked in his letter if the DDA
has engaged any security agency
to ensure the safety of visitors.

The SHO also sought details
of the agency involved, the for-

The SHO sought
information on
security and protocol
for stray animal control

mal agreement executed, and
the roles and responsibilities as-
signed to the security personnel.
Theletter alsoinquiresif any par-
ticular authority is responsible for
controlling the presence of stray
dogs in the park. Specifically, it
asks whether this responsibility
lies with the agency or DDA staff
under standard protocol.

Additionally, the SHO has re-
quested the name, designation,
and contact information of any
DDA official assigned to supervise
and oversee operations at the
Shivaji Marg park. Regarding sur-
veillance, the letter seeks details
on the number of CCTV cameras
installed within the park and the
status of any annual maintenance
contracts awarded for them. The
SHO has also asked for the name
of the contractor, if there is one.

The death comes amid grow-
ing concerns over stray dog at-
tacks in the city that have drawn
wider attention. On Monday, the
Supreme Court took suo motu
cognisance of the issue, calling
the rise in dog bite cases “very
alarming”.

cleaning, and medical treatment
of the wound are crucial to pre-
vent infection.

Data accessed by The Indian
Express shows that Centre-run
Safdarjung Hospital has seen a
massive surge in dog bite cases

City hospitals seerisein dog bite cases,
afdarjunglogs 91K cases since Jan

CASES AT MAJOR HOSPITALS

Stray dog bites have sparked huge concern. Praveen Khanna

this year when compared to the
figures in 2021. While 63,361
cases were reported in the entire
year in 2021, the hospital has al-
ready registered 91,009 cases till
July this year. (see box)

AtRML hospital, while 39,216
cases were registered between
Apri 2022 and March 2023, the
number increased to 45,432 be-
tween April 2022 and March 2025
—al13%increase.

A senior doctor from the Anti
Rabies Clinic said dog bites have
become one of the most impor-
tant public health issues.

At the MCD-run Bara Hindu
RaoHospital, 4,861 dog bite cases
have been reported till July 28 this
year,40% higher than 3,468 cases

reported between January and
July last year.

Can people survive rabies?
Thisis a frequently asked question
when it comes to dog bites.
Survival from a rabies infection is
extremely rare, according to doc-
tors.

“Timely assessment allows
healthcare providers to clean the
wound thoroughly, evaluate the
need for antibiotics, update
tetanus vaccination, and, if the an-
imal's rabies status is uncertain,
start post-exposure prophylaxis,”
says Dr Suranjit Chatterjee, Senior
Consultant, Internal Medicine, at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, re-
ommending taking medical care
within 24 hours.

Govt to review arbitration claims
above Rs 1 crore from three depts

Seeks data from
over 2 decades

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE DELHI BJP government has
instructed the Public Works
Department (PWD), Water and
Irrigation and Flood Control
(IRFC) departments to submit
records of all arbitration cases in-
volving claims exceeding Rs 1
crore from the past 20 years.

This comprehensive audit
aims to assess the extent of fi-
nancial losses arising from legal
disputes and bring transparency
to how public funds were spent
or lost in the last two decades,
said officials.

This comes a day after Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta directed
the Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) to probe irreugularities in
the construction of the
Barapullah Phase Ill corridor and
the arbitration case that arose
due to delays.

Accusing the then AAP gov-
ernment of corruption, Gupta
had highlighted that the project,
scheduled for completion in
October 2017, was repeatedly
delayed and eventually ran into
arbitration.

“The ruling favoured the con-
tractor with an award of Rs 120
crore. When the payment was

| I
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CM Rekha Gupta. File

withheld, the company ap-
proached the High Court, which,
in May 2023, ordered the PWD
topay Rs 175 crore, including in-
terest and GST. The sum was
subsequently paid during the
tenure of then-PWD Minister
Atishi,” read a statement from
the CM'’s Office (CMO)issued on
Monday.

The three departments,
which manage roads and drains,
have been asked to provide year-
wise and award-wise data — in-
cluding the total number of ar-
bitration cases exceeding Rs 1
crore; cases decided against the
government, along with brief
descriptions; the amount paid or
losses incurred in such cases;
and the number of appeals filed
before making payments.

“This audit comes amid
mounting concerns over re-
peated legal setbacks in infra-
structure and civil works, many
of which have resulted in heavy
payouts to private contractors,”

said officials.

Earlier, PWD Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh had an-
nounced the removal of arbitra-
tion clauses from the depart-
ment’s new contract conditions.
This means that any future dis-
putes between the department
and contractor will be settled ex-
clusively in court.

“Public funds must be treated
as sacred. For years, departments
have settled claims through ar-
bitration without exhausting le-
gal options — this won’t con-
tinue. We are auditing two
decades of arbitration history to
identify who was responsible
and why legal battles were sur-
rendered. Importantly, [ have
now removed the arbitration
clause from PWD contracts. If
there’sadispute, let it go to court.
No easy money through arbitra-
tion anymore,” Singh said.

Officials said that this strate-
gic shift is expected to act as a
strong deterrent to frivolous
claims and force all stakeholders
— government and contractors
alike — to approach project dis-
putes with more seriousness
and legal preparedness.

“With this 20-year review,
the Delhi government aims to
establish structural reforms in
contract enforcement and legal
strategy — preventing future fi-
nancial haemorrhage and rein-
forcing public trust in gover-
nance,” said officials.

AFTER GURGAON ASSAULT VIDEO GOES VIRAL

Four security guards arrested for
thrashing man over theft suspicion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, JULY 29

A DAY after a purported video
capturing the brutal assault of an
excavator operator in Gurgaon
was widely shared on social me-
dia, four security guards work-
ing at an under construction so-
ciety were arrested on Tuesday
morning for allegedly thrashing
him over suspicion of theft, said
police.

Tied with a rope, and hung
upside down inside a building,
the driver — in the purported
video — can be seen pleading to
the accused in a broken voice,
while they hit him with what
looks like thin steel rods. As the
clip went viral, the police took
suo motu action and filed a first

information report (FIR).

While the police have not
identified the victim yet, officers
said he is an excavator driver
who hails from Rajasthan.

The accused have beeniden-
tified as Pushpendra (39) from
Gyanpura in Bhind, Madhya
Pradesh; Ajit Singh (38) from
Kharak Kalan, Bhiwani; Krishna
Kumar (19) from Kharoda,
Rewari; and Amit Kumar (39)
from Khasa in Amritsar, Punjab.
They worked as security guards
atanunder construction society
where the victim was employed
as an excavator driver, officers
said.

"Police investigations have
revealed that the assault oc-
curred on the night of June 10-
11, after the accused suspected
the victim of stealing electrical

FOREIGN NATIONALS ACCUSED OF FLEEING
DETENTION CENTRE, ASSAULTING OFFICERS

‘Surprising CCTV
footage withheld’:
HC asks MHA to

probe incident

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

AS THE Delhi High Court on
Monday granted bail to two for-
eign nationals accused of at-
tempting to flee from a detention
centre and assaulting officers on
duty, the court asked the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
to carry out a probe into the inci-
dent. “It is quite surprising that
footage of the CCTV cameras in-
stalled at the detention centre,
namely Seva Sadan, Lampur, is
being withheld from the inves-
tigator,” Justice Girish Kathpalia
noted.

The court made the observa-
tion after it called upon the pros-
ecution “to address submissions
in order to rule out a possibility
that the entire incident was fab-
ricated to somehow help the de-
tenues” from being deported to
their countries of origin.

Justice Kathpalia recorded,
“The Department of Social
Welfare alleges that the CCTV is
manned by CRPF; but CRPF al-
leges that CCTV is manned by
FRRO (Foreigners Regional
Registration Office); but the
FRRO alleges that the CCTV is
manned by the Department of
Social Welfare... In view of the
above mentioned peculiar cir-
cumstances of this case, learned
APP (Assistant Public
Prosecutor), after discussing
with the SHO, Narela, submits
that the Chief Secretary,
Government of NCT of Delhi or
the Secretary, Ministry of Home
Affairs would be the competent
authorities to carry out the nec-
essary investigation.”

“Therefore, a copy of this or-

der be sent to the Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, to carry
out appropriate inquiry and, if
necessary, investigation in accor-
dance with law,” the Judge
added.

The accused in the case, nine
foreign nationals — one of whom
continues to remain on the run
to date — had allegedly at-
tempted to run away from the
detention centre on February 23,
2024, after causing injuries to
several officers in the scuffle that
ensued. While two were caught
inside the camp, six others were
later apprehended from nearby
areas, said officers. A first infor-
mation report (FIR) was lodged
in the case, and they were sub-
sequently sent to judicial cus-
tody.

Two of the accused, repre-
sented by advocates Meghan Pal
and Anup Das, while seeking bail
before the Delhi High Court,
claimed innocence and told the
court that they are only being
“used as a scapegoat”, submit-
ting that no such offence was
committed and that they are fac-
ing “racial discrimination and
the principles of equality have
been given a go-by”.

The accused also told the
court that the whole matter “isa
cock and bull story and an at-
tempt to convert other disputes
into a criminal case by misusing
the law.”

The Delhi Police, through the
Narela police station SHO
Inspector Rajendra Singh, had in-
formed the court that while the
incident was captured in CCTV
cameras installed at the centre,
it was unable to obtain the
footage.

wires from the construction site.
The police will record the vic-
tim’s statement as part of the on-
going investigation", the
spokesperson added.

The four arrests were made
by the Sector 10 Police Station, at
Basai Enclave, within hours of
the video surfacing, a police
spokesperson said.

According to the Station
House Officer (SHO), Sandeep,
Sector 10 police station, the po-
lice cannot confirm now
whether the victim went back to
Rajasthan or not after the inci-
dent. "We have not been able to
reach the victim yet, but we will
soon reach out to him," the SHO
said. The victim had, however,
not filed a formal complaint, but
will be called to give his state-
ment, the police said.

Fake govt
tender racket
busted: 2 held
for duping
vendors

of crores

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

THE DUO would allegedly ap-
proach suppliers and vendors
with anirresistible offer: govern-
ment tenders for school uniforms.
Toestablish credibility among the
suppliers, they had set up the fake
Rashtriya Gramin Saksharta
Mission (RGSM), under which the
‘government uniform contracts’
were offered. After defrauding
several suppliers with this modus
operandi, the duo was nabbed by
the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW)on July 21, the Delhi Police
said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as
Karunakar alias Ratnakar
Upadhyay (40) and Anita
Upadhyay (35), allegedly duped
and lured multiple suppliers on
the pretext of offering contracts
under the Rashtriya Gramin
Saksharta Mission (RGSM),
pitched as a Central government
initiative to the client, the police
said.

Anita allegedly headed the fic-
titious RGSM trust while Ratnakar
created a fake website in the do-
main name of RGSM, the police
said. The case came tolight aftera
vendor, Shivender Singh Bakshi,
filed a complaint with the police.
In the complaint, Bakshi alleged
that he fell prey to a criminal con-
spiracy by Anita Upadhyay and
others to register as a vendor for
the RGSM. He claimed that he was
persuaded to supply school uni-
forms intended for distribution to
underprivileged children across
various states. However, after re-
ceiving the uniforms, Bakshi al-
leged that the accused did not
make the promised payments
and instead engaged in misappro-
priating the uniforms.

e el JAWAHARLAL NEHRU PORT AUTHORITY E
o | CONTAINEE (PORT PLANMING & DEVELOPMENT w '
" DEPARTMENT) e

Short e-Tender notice

Tender No.: JNPA/PPD/LANDVT- 34/2025 dated 28.07.2025

Oreine Tendars in single slage bvo cover system [ Technical & Price Bids) and e-awcion methodology
are invited by Jawaharfal Nehru Port Authorit IIJNPII.}. Mavi Mumbai from 30.07.2025 to
09.05.2025 from axperancad and repubed firms fulliling Minimum Cualifying Critaria {MOC] far
"E-TENDER-CLM-E-AUCTION for allotment of land parcal and assets admeasuring 0.50 ha.
{Plot no. 5-12] an fresh hnﬁtﬁrm lease basis of 30 years under Policy Guidelines for Land
Manageme 15 {and clarifications issued by Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
{MoPSW) from time to tima fill 10,12.2024) for Bguid faciities at Jawaharlal Nehru Port”,
Tender fee ig 23,600/ {non- refendable]. Detailed Mobcs Inwting Tender and the ender document is
availabla on JNPAweDste “weww npart. oo, in o hilps.eprocure. oo nfeprocunedapp.

Chief Genaral Manzger
[Port Planning & Development Department)

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Website: www.noldaauthorntyonline.in
E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with
UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can
be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per
schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders
are available on Noida Authorily's official Website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.in & https:/letender.up.nic.in.

Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/
amendments & corrigendum elc.

(A)

1. 0B/GM(E/M)/SM(E/M)-I/E.T./2025-26, Restoration and
operation with annual maintenance of audio system,
projector system, stage lighting, UPS DMX console and
holistic internal wiring in Panchsheel Auditorium at
Panchsheel Balak inter college in Sector-91, Moida.
CostRs.63.28 Lacs.

2. 05/GM(E/M)Sr.M(E/M)-IV/2025-26, Supply, Installation
and Commissioning of Artistic Floral and Artistic Eagle
Infront of Sector-14A & Infront of Sector-168 at Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway, Noida. Cost Rs. 44.79 Lacs.

3. 06/GM{E/M)Sr.M(E/M)-IV/2025-26, Beautification by
3D Decorative Prototype Sculpture in E/M-1V Division
Area, Noida, Cost Rs. 57.46 Lacs.

Which can be uploaded by date 05.08.2025 upto 5:00 PM

Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date
06.08.2025at11:00 AM.

Off.. Water Works Compound  General Manager (E&M)
Sector-5, Noida Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ITE&C Department

Expression of Interest (EOI)

The Amaravati Quantum computer centre invites Expression of
Interest (Eol) for the physical installation of a Quantum Computer at
the Amaravati Quantum Computer Centre (AQCC)". The Proposal
shall include the following

a. Detailed infrastructure requirements necessary for housing the system,
including power supply specifications, quantum processing units (QPU)
proposed, physical space, structural load conditions, thermodynamic and
magnetic shield requirements, and cryogenic systems compatible with
their equipment.

b. Rental rate per square foot per month (in Indian Rupees) they are willing
to pay.

c. Percentage of quantum compute time they are willing to allocate to the
GoAP for public, academic, research or other use.

d. The proposals may be sent by email to secy itc@ap.gov.in or by
registered post to the Office of the Secretary, ITE&C department, 1st
Floor, Building-4, AP Secretariat, Velgapudi on or before 12.08.2025.

Eol Calling Date: 30.07.2025 Eol Closing Date: 12.08.2025.

Contact person: 1. K. Dhavuryan Naik, Director (communications),
Mobile: 9963029418

2. B. Sundar, Special Secretary, ITE&C Department.
Ph.0863-2444247| spl_secy@ap.gov.in | https://apit.ap.gov.in
No: 4300PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22- Dated.29/07/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 (2) Cr. P.C.

Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused
person Namley Kausar All s/o Gajab All Rlo H.N.P-47 Street
No.18, Brahampuri, Delhi. have committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence under FIR. No.352/18 Uls
25/27 Arms Act. has been registered at P.S.Jafrabad, Delhi
and it has been returned lo a warrant of arrest there upon
Issued that the said, Kausar Ali cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said, Kausar Ali
has absconded (or is concealing imself to avoid the service
of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused, Kausar
Ali of under FIR. No. 352118 w/s 25/27 Arms Act. registered
at PS. Jafrabad, Delhi is required to appear before this court
to answer the said complaint on or before 25.09.2025
By Order
Ms. Aayushi Saxena,

Ld.JMFC-05,Room No.07,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DPMA763/NE2025
(Court Matter)

ﬁ'— Ircon Infrastructure & Services Limited
Eﬂﬂ (& whally owned subsidiary of rcon International Limitad) J.E_JM

o P e Webisile: www.rcontsloom, CIN-USSH00DL 2009504194792 iz

e-Procurement Notice
e-Tender Mo: IrconlSLM 021/ Tender/ 88/Leasing-MFC dated 20.07.2025
e-Tenders in wo packet system are (nviled from bidders meealing qualifying
requirements for the work of "Sub-Leasing of Multi-Functional Comples (MFC)
al Rampurhaat Railway Station in the state of West Bengal (Operation &
Maintenance)”,

Last Date & fime of e-bid Submission : 19,08.2025 up to 15.00 Hrs (I13T)

For further details, visil websila hittps:fetenders.gov.infeprocure/app.
Amendment{s VCorrgendumis), if any, would ba hosted on the website only,
Chief Executive OfficerirconlSL
B-404, Sector-1, Moida-201301
Phaone Mo, 01204132244, E-mall: - Infei@irconisl.com

HEATGT ITEIUT AT, Alofdofdo g I&

i - 832 . feier 18.07.2025
g-Taferer gamT d@@&m 10/2025-26

Toge faermstt 9 et 9% 4 wew e % 8 Igaifa @Fa Ui €0 423.05 @1 &l

$-fafger smafaa = St ®1 % % ffaer yua e 11.08.2025 T 6.00 o9 G TSR

SIS HIAT MAIF M| I Mfae) A Tfed fqoru = WeR & TRiRde ik

http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,  http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in El faurt= EEEIErA
http://pwd.rajasthan.gov.in T @ T ¥ehd ¢ |
NIB No-PWD2526A2089
UBN No:- PWD2526WSOB07574
/-
arefteror v
DIPR/C/10425/2025 wifafa @ 9%

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Directorate of Floriculture (G&P) Kashmir
Tel-0194-2474234, Fax -2482032
GIST of & Tender Notice No.21 of 2025

Vi el oo beelin |1 oF (ha L), Chvesmion, Unbion Teviloey, JRKE, bels v o

Dated:- 26/07/2015

ieid {1n dimille et ey | o

4 RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD

No. :- 182 Dated :-28/07/2025

NIB : 05/2025-26

Online bids are invited from registered firms for various Civil related works under
Pratap Nagar Aawasiya Yojna, Jaipur through e-proc for S.No. 1 & 2 from 01.08.2025
to 21.08.2025 upto 6:00 PM. Complete details like tender form, detailed information
and conditions etc. Are available on website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://sppp.raj.nic.in & https://rhb.rajasthan.gov.in Board website.

UBNNo.:- RHB2526WS0OB00148 & RHB2526WS0OB00149

Raj.Samwad/C/25/7173 Addl. Chief Engineer-l, Jaipur

NORTHERN RAILWAY

: TENDER NOTICE (Through e-tendering) :
Hamg of Slgnalling waork in connection with Widening of PF-142 at CPYZ
and, PF-3584 at DLl end, PF-55%E at DLl end including slewing ol track

work with i - ! A Wi
rovision of
its location and provision of two stabling linas with RPC-4 facility at GZB

I D EPFRES Fr ey = e =

~ App. Cost of the work [7) i - £90,47.302.78

Bid Security (7) , T 1.81,000.00/-

| the office

Address of| Senior Divisional Skgnal & Telecom Englnesr-C, NMohem Rallway, 3rd
Floar, fnnexe-1, DR office, New Delhi- 110055
Date & Time for upload
the tender [ clasing
af tender

Tender uploading 28.07.2025 ! closing date & time
19.08.2025 up-to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice | Saa this Northern Railway website www.ireps.gowv.in

board location where | 4 natics board at S&T branch, drd Floor, DREM office,

complete details of the | . ; SR 3
Vender sei be Sean Rl I&.-I.al{:f_l'lll,rﬁmill N Dedhl- 110055,

Sarving Customars With A Smile

Temder No. 558-SigMe/MMTender-1452 Dated ; 28.07 2025 23102025

the Hegisiered Ot bors T rma/ Tlidkdsm with J&K LT Cerriral Giovk, C 7% Gy the Tl iag work
®  Pame ol Wesarve M| Garnest | Costod Tender |Vl of
M, Woark ) anlract {Im Hu) | Meney Depasdl| Docwments s shaps o € amirugt
LA ] [pinwnid Dval
i o % | o My Tiwmilatsla §
ila Mab ils Ha.b
___ . : . r ..I..... — = 1
Chinimaianctig OF Deing i | 04568, | S0 04 I AU H21N ) L1k ne (0IF % r.1I.I
i Py bl ol Cheldeen fhamn (ke o .||J
Park Srinagar i ol sl
|
That Fidiling dossamend] i) comsesting of gualilying svliemanion, abginilicy ariieme, U (IR0 ol quantiiy ) e
unil conadiieoms  and other detsils oo e seanddownloaded Bmosgh it | Jepammenial  webane
W RIERIRE L IR Ll fer schiadule ol dase givien belos

2007 053 from 0330 " 1o
I ROE JNET wp o Osl-D00 1A
2HATT Y e 005,49 PM
TRA1E 2% i b D620 P
1 08,2035 i D100 P

1. | Period of downlsading ol bddong document

il sishifinssees S Dhaig

= i

Hid siihinisisen Fad dils

4 | Dwie and tene of Oipenimg of Tenders [Onfine]

. 1 N

voroumwis Cfficer,
i"rmmbier Sevrelory
Floricnbmre Deparimeni.
K wshenir

DI be(h: MR- TOCRS  DRATLL 29072028

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

DHFW-8/MC/P-111/9/HR/2022/1369

Dated Kohima 28th July 2025

ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the post of
Academic Dean at Medical College, Mon.
The details of the qualification, experience, pay scale, application
forms etc. may be obtained from the  website
https://nagahealth.nagaland.gov.in/
Filled application form along with two copies of attested documents
should be submitted to the office by mail/hand/post on or before 29th
Aug. 2025 3:00 PM. The shortlisted candidates will be intimated for
further interaction.

Sd/-
(DR. MERENINLA SENLEM)
Principal Director,
Directorate of Health & Family Welfare
Nagaland: Kohima

Join |[EREE Wil tsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cSmiliDv{illnxvwWb3Agy98n RS  Indianexpress:.com uyusy  Wljoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHat$app. §lin/HDvqPnxvwWb.
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THECITY

DEFAMATION CASE FILED BY L-G

‘Failed to show...
defectsinlaw’

HC upholds Medha
Patkar’s conviction

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

THE DELHI HIGH Court on
Tuesday upheld the conviction
and quantum of punishment for
activist Medha Patkar in a
defamation case filed by Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena
against her in 2000.

Patkar was accused of making
defamatory statements against
Saxena, labelling him a “coward”,
and alleging his involvement in
hawala transactions when he
headed an NGO in Gujarat.

A magistrate court held the
statements to be defamatory on
May 24,2024, and on July 1,2024,
Patkar was sentenced to a five-
month jail term and was directed
topayaRs 10-lakh fine. Appealing
against the conviction, Patkar had
approached the sessions court,
which dismissed her appeal on
April 2 and upheld the conviction.

The sessions court, however,
reduced the punishment from a
five-month jail term toa one-year
probation,and the fine fromRs 10
lakh to Rs 1 lakh in an order on
April 8. On Tuesday,justice
Shalinder Kaur, upholding the
trial court's order, said that it did
not require any interference.

Patkarhad approached the HC
in revisional jurisdiction, and not
inappeal, The review jurisdiction
is to be exercised sparingly, the HC
bench emphasised.

.

bz

L —
/ .I f ; -
Medha Patkar was

convicted in the case by a
magistrate court in 2024. File

“This court finds no illegality,
perversity or material irregularity
in the findings recorded by the
learned trial court/appellate court.
The order under challenge ap-
pears to have been passed after
due consideration of the evidence
onrecord and the applicable law.
The petitioner has failed to
demonstrate glaring defects from
following the procedure or man-
ifest error on the point of law re-
sultinginaflagrant miscarriage of
justice that would justify interfer-
ence by this court..inrevisional ju-
risdiction...,” Justice Kaur under-
lined and modified a condition of
the probation.

The sessions court had stipu-
lated that Patkar shall appear be-
fore the trial court once every
three months. The HC granted her
the liberty to appear physically or
virtually or be represented
through an advocate during such
appearances before the trial court.

AMID SIR OF BIHAR’S ELECTORAL ROLLS

Delhi CEO puts out
electoral roll from

‘PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION, ENSURE CCTVs IN PLACE’: FIRMS TOLD

Govt nod for women to work
night shifts, issues measures

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

WOMEN CAN now work night
shifts in Delhi and will have to be
given transportation, while estab-
lishments that employ them will
have to ensure comprehensive
CCTV surveillance and deploy-
ment of female security person-
nel. Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta Wednesday said the deci-
sion was taken to empower
women and that a proposal will
soon be sent to the Lieutenant
Governor’s office for approval.

Earlier this month, the Delhi
government had directed the
Labour Department to make nec-
essary changes to allow women
to work in night shifts — but only
with their consent.

The move aims to increase
women'’s participation in the
workforce while also boosting
‘Ease of Doing Business’ in the na-
tional capital. “This decision will

not only contribute to making
Delhi a 24x7 business hubbut also
significantly enhance women'’s
participation in the workforce and
improve the city’s ‘Ease of Doing
Business’ rankings,” said the CM.

Gupta said that stringent
measures are being implemented
to ensure women'’s security dur-
ing night shifts, including compul-
sory transportation facilities, com-
prehensive CCTV surveillance,
and the deployment of adequate
female security personnel.

She said that similar permis-
sion requirements are already in
place in states such as Haryana,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, and
Tamil Nadu. “This policy would
play a pivotal role in establishing
Delhi as a 24x7 business hub and
underscores the government’s
commitment to women’s em-
powerment and economic inde-
pendence,” she said. To imple-
ment this decision, exemptions
are being made under the Delhi
Shops and Establishments Act,

Lured by promise to meet
Salman Khan, 3 boys travel
to Mumbai; rescued: Cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

LAST WEEK, three young boys
from Delhi made an impromptu
plan — they would travel to
Mumbai to meet their idol,
Salman Khan. Their desire was
fuelled by a friend they made
from Jalna, while playing an on-
line game, called “Free Fire”, who
claimed he knew the Bollywood
star.

On July 25, the trio, aged be-
tween 9 and 11 years, packed
their bags and left home — leav-
ing behind a note that simply
said they were going to meet
their friend in Jalna. Their parents
panicked and informed the po-
lice.

Four days later, the Delhi
Police found them safe and

2008 intensive revision

EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

WITH THE first phase of the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of Bihar's electoral rolls
drawing to a close last week,
the national capital might
be next for the controversial
exercise.

On July 8, the Chief
Electoral Officer in Delhi
published the Capital’s elec-
toral roll — of all its 70 con-
stituencies — from March
16, 2008, when it was last
intensively revised. It is not
known currently when the
SIR will commence in the
national capital.

The Indian Express previ-
ously reported that the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) wrote to Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs) of
all other states on July 5, di-
recting them to begin
preparations for a similar
exercise — this time with
January 1,2026, as the qual-
ifying date.

The qualifying date
mentioned in the letter in-
dicates that while the na-
tionwide exercise may start
soon, a final timeline for the
rest of the country is yet to
be decided — though the
aim is to include everyone
who turns 18 years of age

Men snatch gold

chains from
81-yr-old doctor

by January 1,2026. Around
1.56 crore people were on
the latest electoral rolls of

Delhi, published this
January  before the
February 2025 Assembly
elections.

In West Bengal, the
Chief Electoral Officer has
made some voter lists from
the 2002 electoral roll revi-
sion available online, spark-
ing speculation that the ex-
ercise will begin in the state
in August.

Assembly polls in the
state are due early next
year. In Manipur, which is
currently under President’s
rule, district election offi-
cers have begun holding
meetings with local repre-
sentatives of political par-
ties to discuss the SIR of
electoral rolls.

The Bihar revision exer-
cise is facing widespread
political opposition and
significant confusion on the
ground in the poll-bound
state over the ECI's new re-
quirement that even exist-
ing electors, if enrolled af-
ter 2003, must furnish
documentary proof to es-
tablish their date and/or
place of birth, which is then
used to determine citizen-
ship. It has triggered con-
cerns over its potential to
disenfranchise large num-
bers of electors.

sound in Nashik. The incident

came to light after the Sadar
Bazar police station was in-
formed that the three children,
who study in the same school
had gone missing. Immediately,
acase under Section 137(2) of the
BNS was registered.

According to Deputy
Commissioner of Police (North),
Raja Banthia, investigation re-
vealed that one of the missing
children had left a note at home
stating that they intended to
meet a boy who lived in Jalna.

Banthia said, “One of the chil-
dren was carrying a mobile
phone, but it was switched off.
Through analysis of CCTV footage
from the surrounding area and
technical surveillance, we found
that the children went towards
Ajmeri Gate. The police team as-
sessed that they were likely to
board a train to Jalna from New
Delhi Railway Station.”

HARERA

E=L N U =it

PUBLIC NOTICE

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION OF THE

AFFORDABLE PLOTTED COLONY UNDER DDJAY NAMELY
“SECTOR 89 & 93”
SITUATED IN SECTOR-89 & 93, GURUGRAM BEING DEVELOPED BY
M/S JAI GANGA REALTECH PY.P. LTD.

It is for the information of the general public that an application dated 21.07.2025

for registration of the project under Section 4 of the Act of 2016 is submitted in

the Authority for the project “SECTOR 89 & 93”.

The Department of Town & Country Planning, Haryana granted license no. 07 of
2022 dated 19.01.2022 to MRG Castle Realty LLP in collaboration with MRG
Estates LLP (now known as Jai Ganga Realtech LLP) for development of affordable

plotted colony under DDJAY over an area measuring 5.0 acres in the revenue

estate of village Badha & Hayatpur, Sector- 89 & 93, Gurugram.

The applicant has further obtained the revised layout plan vide Drawing No. DTCP

11183 dated 19.06.2025 and revised demarcation cum zoning plan approval of the
project vide memo no. ZP-1559/JD(RA)/2025/27048 dated 17.07.2025.
The relevant application and related documents are available in the office of the

Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority, Gurugram which can be seen by any

concerned on any working day during office hours up to 13.08.2025. Also, if

anyone wishes to appear, may appear before the Authority on 18.08.2025 at 11:00

am during the hearing.

Given under the approval of the Authority and its seal.

Sd/-
Dated: 30.07.2025

EXPRESS

Careers

Secretary,

Haryana Real Estate Regulatory

Authority, Gurugram.

GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
LA.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

Website : beeceboard.bihar.gov.in / Helpdesk :

helpdesk.beeceboard @ bihar.gov.in

UNDER GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING
(UGMAC)-2025 for MBBS/ BDS/ B.V.Sc. & AH. in Govt. Medical / Dental /
Veterinary Colleges and Private Medical / Dental Colleses of Bihar
Adv. No.- BCECEB(UGMAC)-2025/02 Dated 29.07.2025

NOTICE for Online Application & Choice Filling

Online Applications are invited from gualified. eligible & interested NEET(UG-2025 candidates
for appearing in the Under Gradoate Medical Admission Counselling (UGMACK 2023 in order 1o select
candidates for admission to the first year UG Medical / Dental Courses (MBBS / BDS) m Government /
Private Medical / Dental Colleges of Bihar state and B.V.5¢. & A_H. courses in Govi. Vetennary Colleges

“Women’swelfareisatthetop of Bihar based on the Merit-List f Bank of UGMAC-2025 prepared on the basis of ment list of NEET
of the government’s agenda and (UG)-2025 conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA).
multiple initiatives are being un- 2.  DQcandidates must note that they have to submit DQ certificate issued by only authonised Ceatres /
dertaken to ensure the economic Instiutes on prescribed proforma as per para-3.6.3 ( Annexure-3, 6, 7) of the prospectos of UGMAC-2025
advancement of working at the time of counselling / document verification. For this, afier filling and downloading the hard copy of
women... TQ Sang_uard women online application form, cundidates must consult any concerned authonsed Medical College / Centre /
working in night shifts,acompre- Institute with the downloaded online apphcation 1111'|r1r1i'|r dhisabality test for obtamng |._|['-..I|"I!|11; ceruficate

henSlc‘l’e set Offcondllltlons Vl\jlill l})le Certificate issued from any other Institutes / Centres except above will not be entertained, for which
mandatory for all establish- the candidate will himself be responsible.

ments,” said officials.. 1

Officials said that any shop or £
establishment will take written
consent from female employees
before assigning them night shifts.

1954. Currently, sections 14, 15,
and 16 of the Act prohibit women
from working between 9 pmand
7 am during summers and be-
tween 8 pmand 8 am during win-
ters. The amendment will remove
these restrictions, enabling
women to work night shifts across
the city, said Gupta.

For Eligibility Criteria and required Documents for admission on NRI Quota, candidates are advised
to see 'Notice (o Candidates Admission Procedure under NRI Quota issued by MCC which can be seen
on Board's Website / Prospectus.

4. Theonline Registration & submission of Application Form-cum-Choioe Filling ( 15t & 2nd) will starn

Establishments have also been from JO0T.2025 and close on 04,08, 2025 (10.040 pam.).

asked to constitute an Internal 3. Eligibality eriteria lor counselling / admission Fee payment precedure, mstructions and other details
Complaints Committee under the for filling up online upplications form-cum-choice Tilling are available in the prespectus of UGMAC-
Prevention of Sexual Harassment 2025 and the related Advertisement No-BUECEB(UGMAC)-202501 dated 29.07.2025, which can
(POSH) Act. be seen / downloaded from the Board's website: beeceboard. bihar.gov.in,

Controller of Examination

ICAR-CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH ON GOATS

MAKHDOOM. P.O.FARAH-281 122. MATHURA U.P - "_-Jq CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

Ganderbal, wawhw . cukashmilracin

Phone: 0565-2763380 (Director), 0565-2763327 (Admin. Officer)
Fax No.0565-2763246

PLEADMISSION NOTIFICATION [2025-20260)
(SPOT ADMISSTON )

It is hereby notilied for the information of all concerned aligible
candidates that Spot Admission lfor a few Peostgraduate {(PG)
PraErmmITee S shiall start from 298h ||.1|l.'I 202%, The candidatos wihio have
missed the admisson opportunity earlier can approach the respective
depariment with all original documeénts o complete
formalites subject to the availability of seat /s at the tme of admission,
For detatled information regarding spot admission process, eligibility
critoria & programmes, the candidates are advisod to vistt University
swerbsite: woanwcukashmic.acdn /d Director [1,/C)

F. No.2-3(7)/R&P/2024 Dated: 29th July 2025
VACANCY NOTIFICATION

One (01) contractual position of Skilled Worker (Data Enumerator) in the

AICRP on Jamunapari Unit are proposed to be filled through walk-in-

interview on 08.08.2025 from 10:30 AM onwards. Corrigendum if any

will be published/uploaded on the Institute website/e-office only.

Interested candidates may visit our website www.cirg.res.in for details.

admiszlon

Sd/- Dater 2H-07-2025 Mirectorate ol Admissions
(Pushpendra Yadav)
Assistant Administrative Officer NEW DELHI MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
(R&P Cell) OFFICE OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT-1

PALIKA KENDRA, NEW DELHI-110001

Sh. Prakash Chand S/o Sh. Amar Singh, Palika
sahayak (Naagar) posted at Moti Bagh Service Centre,
R-lll, who is absent from duties without intimation and prior
permission of Competent Authorities since 10.05.2023.

As such, this is a final opportunity to explain his position for
unauthorized absence within 15 days afier publication of
this notice, failing which, the disciplinary action shall be
taken against Sh. Prakash Chand, Palika Sahayak
(Naagar) as per Central Civil Service (Conduct) Rules 1964.

DIRECTOR (PERSONNEL}-I

INDIRA GANDHI INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

{An Autonomous Institute of Govt. of Bihar)
Shn*lkhpura Patna - 800 014 (Bihar, India)
Tel; DB12-220T631Z297090, Website; wehi.igims,ong; E-Mail- -:I|r-=|:!|:|r.::_1_llg|rn.1..|:lrg

Tender Notice
Tender Notice No.: 17/2025-2026/IGIMS/Store

Indira Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Patna invites hids
from eligible and qualified manufacturers or their authorized
distributors / agents for Supply of Intraocular Lenses for RIO
at Indira Gandhi Institute of Medical Science, Sheikhpura,
Patna (Bihar).

The last date of submission of bidding document along with
EMD and Tender document fee is 21/08/2025upto 4 P.M. The
technical bids will be opened on 22/08/2025 at 3:00 P.M.

Details of terms and conditions can be seen and downloaded

e

_ HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Maharatna Company)

from Institute Website: www.igims.org.

The undersigned reserves the right to accept/ reject any or
all tenders without assigning any reason. Prospective
bidders are advised to regularly visit www.igims.org for
Corrigendum / amendments etc., if any. It will be notified on
these portals only and no separate advertisement will be made.
Director, I.G.1.M.S., Patna

& Mindstry of Culfure
&> Govemment of Indis T

Centre for Contemporary Studies
Prime Ministers Museum and Library
cordially invites you to a Talk

on
India's External Security Dynamics and Policy
Responses: 2014-2019
by
Dr. Divyapani Dwivedi
Junior Fellow, PMML
31 July 2025 at 3:00pm
Venue:
Seminar Room
Prime Ministers Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi
All are Welcome.
Those wishing to have their names added to the email

list may please email us at:- ccs2nmml @ gmail.com
CBC- 09142/12/0013/2526

New Delhi: An 81-year-old
doctor was injured after bike-
borne snatchers allegedly
robbed her of two gold chains
in  southwest Delhi's
Safdarjung Enclave area, an
official said on Tuesday.

The incident took place on
July 25 around 3 pm when the
victim, identified as Dr.
Sushila, a resident of Munirka,
had gone to Safdarjung
Enclave for some personal
work, he said. “While return-
ing to her car, she saw a box
kept near it. While she tried
to remove it, two men on a
motorcycle suddenly ap-
peared. One of the accused
snatched two gold chains
from her neck,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

The sudden jerk caused
the elderly doctor whorunsa
clinic in Sarojini Nagar Market
to lose balance and fall, result-

ing in injuries. PTI

BAOU
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Online applications are invited from eligible and interested candidates in prescribed application form for following mentioned posts

Advertisement No: 04/2025

Teaching Post N i
Sr. No.of | Pay Scale
|
No. Name of Post Post Category | As per the 7 Pay (Rs.) _
1 Assistant Professor — Sociology 01 PwD (B, LV)* | !
2. | Assistant Professor — English 02 UR ! Academic Level 10 |
3. | Assistant Professor — Sanskrit 01 SEBC Entry Pay of Rs. 57700/- |
4 Assistant Professor — Social Work 01 ST !
Non-Teaching Post
Sr. No. of Pay Scale
No. Name of Post Post | Category I As per the 7% Pay (Rs.)
1. | Deputy Executive Engineer 01 UR | Level 09 Entry Pay of Rs.53100/-
Office Superintendent PwD (All Categories
2, (Second Attempt)*** 0r | AB.CDE) ** | Level 09 Entry Pay of Rs.53100/-
Controller of Examination '
3. (Third Attempty**** 0r | UR | Level 09 Entry Pay of Rs.53100/- |

Date: 30/07/2025.

Candidates are requested to visit university website: www.baou.edu.in for more details.

Registrar

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

P.S.: CBI/EOU-IX/NEW DELHI

U/s. : 1208/420 IPC & 66C, 66D OF IT ACT.
Cases No. : CBIl/40/2019

Case Title : CBI VS BABUL KHAN @ AMAN SHARMA
@ SATISH SHARMA & ORS. & ORS.

FIR No. : RC CY1/2010/E0002

Whereas complaint has been made before me that (A-1)
BABUL KHAN @ AMAN SHARMA @ SATISH SHARMA, S/O.
SH. TAUHID KHAN, ADDRESS (R/O.)- BLOCK-H, GALI NO. 2,
HOUSE NO. 74, SECOND FLOOR, OLD SEEMA PURI, DELHI
110095, ALSO AT: 9-A, DHEERAJ BLOCK, SOUTH GANESH
NAGAR, DELHI-110092, ALSO AT A-49, KRISHNA PURI,
2d FLOOR, NEAR MAIN ROAD, SHIV MANDIR, MANDAWALI
FAZALPUR, DELHI has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence punishable under section 120B/420 IPC
& 66D IT Act. and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
there upon issued that said accused No.1 BABUL KHAN @
AMAN SHARMA @ SATISH SHARMA, S/O. SH TAUHID
KHAN cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused No.1 BABUL KHAN @ AMAN
SHARMA @ SATISH SHARMA, S/O. SH. TAUHID KHAN has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused No.1
BABUL KHAN @ AMAN SHARMA @ SATISH SHARMA,
S/0. SH. TAUHID KHAN is required to appear before this court
to answer said complaint on dated 05.05.2025.

Sh. Deepak Kumar

CJM, R. No. 201,

Rouse Avenue District Court,
New Delhi

CBC 32205/11/0003/2526

Regd. Office: Petroleum House, 17, Jamshedji Tata Road,
Churchgate, Mumbai - 400 020
Tel.: +91-22-22863900 Fax: +91-22-22872992
Email ID: corphgo@hpcl.in Website: www.hindustanpetroleum.com
CIN: L23201MH1952G01008858

NOTICE OF THE 73%° ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 73" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Company will
be held on Friday, August 22, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. (IST) through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM), in compliance with MCA circulars/ Companies Act/
SEBI Regulations (collectively referred to as Statutory Provisions) as applicable, to
transact the business as set outin the Notice of AGM. The proceedings of the AGM shall
be deemed to be conducted at the Registered Office of the Company.

Notice of AGM and Integrated Annual Report

The Notice convening the AGM and the Integrated Annual Report for FY 2024-25 containing
Financial Statements, Auditors report, etc. have been e-mailed to Members whose registered
email IDs are available with the Depository Participants (DP) / Registrar & Transfer Agent
(RTA). Aletter providing the weblink of Annual Report has been sent to the Members
whose email ID is not registered. The aforesaid documents can also be accessed on the
websites of the Company at www.hindustanpetroleum.com , Stock Exchanges at
www.bseindia.com & www.nseindia.com and e-voting agency M/s National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL) at www.evoting.nsdl.com

E-Voting through Electronic Means:

Pursuant to the applicable Statutory provisions, the Company has arranged the provision
of remote e-voting facility to its Members through NSDL as under:

Remote e-voting | Prior to AGM During AGM
Commencement Sunday, August 17,2025 Friday, August 22, 2025
[From 5:00 p.m. (IST)] (from commencement till
15 Minutes post
End Thursday, August 21, 2025 conclusion of AGM)
[Till 5:00 p.m. (IST)]
Cut-Off date (for Friday, August 15,2025

eligibility to vote)
Weblink to access
e-voting Event
Number

Members are requested to kindly refer to the procedure for e-voting as mentioned in the

Notice of the AGM.

Notes:

1. A person whose name appears in the Register of Members/Beneficial Owners as on
the cut-off date i.e. August 15, 2025 only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote
e-voting as well as voting at the Annual General Meeting.

2. The Voting Rights of Members shall be in proportion to the Equity Shares held by them
in the paid up Equity Share Capital of the Company as on August 15, 2025.

3. Members who have not registered their email address or any person who becomes a
Member of the Company after despatch of the Notice of AGM but before the cut-off date
for e-voting ie August 15, 2025 can email the request to the Company at
cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in by quoting the Folio No / DP-ID-Client ID for obtaining copy
of the Notice and Integrated Annual Report. Such Members are requested to follow the
instructions given under the Notes to the Notice of AGM to obtain login ID & Password
for remote e-voting. However, in order to facilitate ease of future communication,
Members are also requested to register their email address with the RTA(In case of
Physical Shares) / Depository Participant (in case of Demat Shares).

4. The Members who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also
attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their
votes again.

5. The Members who shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and have not
cast their votes earlier through remote e-voting and are not otherwise barred from doing
s0, shall be eligible to vote during the AGM.

6. The remote e-voting shall not be allowed, in any case, beyond the scheduled date and
time mentioned in the above table.

7. Members who are desirous of inspecting the Statutory Registers/ Documents forming
part of Annual Reports can write to the Company on email ID cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in
upto the date of AGM.

8. Members who would like to ask questions during the AGM need to register themselves
as a speaker by sending their requests mentioning their name, DP ID and Client ID,
Folio number, email ID, Mobile Number, to the email ID cosecy@mail.hpcl.co.in from
Saturday, August 16,2025 (9:00 a.m. IST) to Tuesday, August 19, 2025 (5:00 p.m. IST).
Only those Members who have registered themselves as a speaker will be allowed
to express their views/ask questions during the AGM.

9. Incase of any queries, Members may refer to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
for Shareholders and the e-voting User Manual for Shareholders available at the download
section of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on 022 - 4886 7000 or contact
Mr. Amit Vishal, Dy. Vice President/Ms. Pallavi Mhatre, Senior Manager, NSDL, BKC
Mumbai at the designated email IDs at evoting@nsdl.com

Record Date, Payment of Final Dividend and Deduction of Tax at Source (TDS)

Payment of Final Dividend @ Rs.10.50 per share of face value of Rs.10 each for the

Financial Year 2024-25 will be paid after deduction of tax at source as applicable within

30 days from the date of its declaration at the AGM to those Members whose names

appeared in the Register of Members / BENPOS as on the Record date Thursday, August

14,2025 fixed for this purpose. The detailed communication sentthrough email regarding

Dividend, TDS applicability and submission of tax exemption documents can be accessed

at https://www.hindustanpetroleum.com/dividend-information Itis also reiterated

that in view of the SEBI mandate for payment of dividend only in electronic mode w.e.f.

April 01,2024, Members are requested to immediately update their KYC including bank

accountdetails, if not already done, with the RTA (In case of Physical Shares)/ Depository

Participant (in case of Demat Shares) for timely receipt of dividend.

https://www.evoting.nsdl.com
EVEN -134734

By the order of the Board
Place : Mumbai V. Murali
Date :July 29,2025 3 Company Secretary
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

HEAVY RAIN on Tuesday led to
severe waterlogging in several
parts of Delhi, triggering traffic
chaos on arterial routes and caus-
ing inconvenience to commuters.

Around 9 am, the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD)sounded ared alert, which
was later downgraded to an or-
ange alert around 11 am.

The rain prompted attacks
from the AAP against the ruling
BJP even as Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and Public Works
Department (PWD) Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh highlighted
swift action by the government
to ensure the return to normalcy
across the city’s roads.

Amid the war of words over
the monsoon preparedness, the
improvement in the city’s air
quality emerged as the silver lin-
ing. The AQI (air quality index)
improved from 86 a day before
to 72. The Capital’s air has re-
mained “satisfactory” for an en-
tire month, mainly due to the rain
and wind conditions, according
to the weather department.

Following heavy rain on
Tuesday, the monthly average
rainfall in the city surpassed the
long-period average of 195.8
mm. The total rainfall this month
is 220.2 mm, as per IMD data.

Safdarjung, the primary
weather station, logged 68.1 mm
Tuesday. Ridge reported 129.8
mm rainfall, Lodi Road 72.4 mm,
Pragati Maidan 45.6 mm, Pusa
37.5 mm, and Ayanagar 23.4
mm. Other areas received light
rainfall, with Palam recording 4.6
mm, Janakpuri 4 mm, and
Najafgarh 1.5 mm. The highest
rainfall logged in a day last year
(July 26) was 39.4 mm.

Key roads flooded

Visuals of inundation
emerged from Connaught Place,
Panchkuian Road, QutubRoadin
Sadar Bazaar, Janpath and Savitri
Flyover, Zakhira Railway under-
pass and Ring Road, among
other parts.

Other waterlogged areas in-
cluded Old Rohtak Road, Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Marg, Sarai Kale
Khan, Mayapuri Chowk,
Mukarba Chowk to Model Town
Road, near Town Hall in Chandni
Chowk, Block G Azadpur,
Daryaganj, Kamla Nagar market,
Laxmi Nagar, and Old Rohtak
Road, Majnu Ka Tila main road.

An auto rickshaw driver in
Connaught Place, Kuldeep Singh
(50), rued, “Whether it is a BJP
government or AAP, nobody
wants to help the public. They all
know that this becomes a prob-
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Gajendra Yadav

(Clockwise from top) Waterlogging at ITO, a flooded home
in Civil Lines; traffic snarl on the NH-9 following the heavy

rain on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

THE WEEK AHEAD

DAY TEMP
July 30 23-32°C
July 31 24-32°C
August 1 25-35°C
August 2 25-35°C
August 3 26-34°C
August4 26-34°C

WIND SPEED
10-15 kmph
10-15 kmph
10-15 kmph
10-15 kmph
15-20 kmph
10-20 kmph

FORECAST

Light to moderate rain, thunderstorm/lightning
Light to moderate rain, thunderstorm/lightning
Partly cloudy sky, very light to light rain with thunderstorm/lightning
Partly cloudy sky, very light to light rain with thunderstorm/lightning
Partly cloudy sky, very light to light rain with thunderstorm/lightning
Partly cloudy sky, very light to light rain with thunderstorm/lightning

lem every year... our business
suffers due to all this.”

CM Gupta acknowledged the
widespread waterlogging, but
claimed that the rainwater was
drained out within a short period.
“Our teams had been active since
early morning and were contin-
uously monitoring every affected
point. Officials and staff are con-
ducting a detailed assessment of
how long water remained ateach
location, how quickly it was

drained, and what further
measures can be taken for im-
provement,” she told reporters.

As PWD’s Flood Control de-
partment reported over 100
calls, Minister Singh took to X
and posted videos of Minto
Bridge, Moolchand Underpass,
Prahaldpur, claiming that after
the BJP came to power, earlier
waterlogged roads have now
turned clear.

However, former CM and

Woman dies after being pushed off
oth floor of building; partner detained

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

A 27-YEAR-OLD woman was
killed after her partner allegedly
physically assaulted her and
threw her off the sixth floor of a
building in Narela where he lived
in on Tuesday.

Police said they have de-
tained the accused, aged 32.

According to police, they were
informed of the incident after re-
ceiving a report that a woman’s
body was found on the road.

“The caller said a quarrel took
place between the deceased and
the accused...investigation is be-
ing carried out. The suspect has
been detained,” said DCP (Outer
North) Hareshwar Swami.

According to the police, the
accused is a BTech graduate who
works for a private company. He
lived with a friend in a rented
room; the woman had come to
visit him while the friend was
away.

The woman was found at the
foot of the building with bruises,
indicating that she might have
been physically assaulted before
being pushed off the building,
said police.

When the police arrived at
the spot, they claimed he was
naked and was throwing stones
from the sixth floor at passersby
below. The woman'’s body was
also found surrounded by
stones, suggesting that the ac-
cused had tried hitting her with
the stones as she lay below, said

police.

His state of mind is fragile
currently, making it difficult to
question him, they added.

“He’s answering with irrele-
vant information, banter and
abuse when we're asking him
questions. The woman’s parents
are on their way to Delhi from
Aligarh. We hope to get more in-
formation from them,” said DCP
Swami.

Police are looking into both
the victim and the accused’s call
detail records and locations to
determine how long they had
been in a relationship, among
other details.

The accused has been
booked under Section 103(1)
(murder) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

Chartered accountant dies by suicide
after inhaling helium gas, say police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

A 25-YEAR-OLD chartered ac-
countant died by suicide after he
allegedly inhaled helium gas,
said police. His body was found
at a guest house near Bengali
Market in Central Delhi.
According to police, the man,
Dheeraj Kansal, had written a
post on social media and left a
note, saying he did not hold any-
one responsible for his actions.
In the note, police said, he
wrote: “...]am going away, and
no one should be held respon-
sible for this. The saddest part

of my life was my birth; deathis
the most beautiful part of my
life. If you're reading this, 'm al-
ready gone. [ wasn’t deeply
connected to anyone, nor was
anyone to me. There’s no rea-
son, no regret, and no com-
plaint (sic).”

A police officer said Kansal
worked at a company in
Gurgaon.

“He had checked into the
guest house near Bengali
Market, which he had booked
online last week. On Sunday,
when he did not open the door
to hisroom, the local police were
informed,” the officer said.

A team from the

Barakhamba Road police station
reached the spot and broke open
the door. They found a pipe con-
nected to a helium cylinder in-
serted into his mouth.

During the investigation, po-
lice said it was found that he had
ordered the helium cylinder
from an e-commerce website in
Ghaziabad.

Police said Kansal’s father
died when he was four years old.
His mother remarried. He was
raised by his grandparents, who
live in Mangolpuri.

After the post-mortem ex-
amination, his body was
handed over to his uncle and
cousins.

Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly, Atishi, hit out at the
BJP government. “Delhi roads
have become ponds in just ten
minutes of rainfall,” she wrote in
a social media post.

AAP’s Saurabh Bharadwaj
shared a video of an inundated
ITO and said, “This is Delhi's ITO.
OnJuly 9, L-G (VK Saxena) sahab
and the PWD Minister had come
here to inspect the work to clear
waterlogging, congratulating

each other for the good work.
Today, with waterlogging again,
please accept my congratula-
tions as well.”

According to the officials of
the New Delhi Municipal
Council, the rainfall received was
higher than the expected capac-
ity. “Water receded within an
hour as we have installed pumps
and completely desilted drains
in Connaught Place and
Janpath,” an official said.
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Rain triggers waterloggmg, traffic — political sparring

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SKYWATCH

FORECAST: July 30

Generally cloudy sky; light to
*+" moderate rain with

thunderstorm/lightning

MAX: 30-32

2.99C below normal

MIN: 23-25

2.3°C below normal

“There was a loud sound... the
entire wall fell’: Woman, son
crushed to death in Civil Lines

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

A WOMAN and her son dled
while two others were critically
injured after a decades-old
boundary wall collapsed on
themin North Delhi’s Civil Lines,
near the Lieutenant Governor’s
house, following heavy rain on
Tuesday morning.

According to the police, the
deceased were identified as
Meera (40) and her son, Ganpat
(17). Meera’s elder son,
Dashrath (19), and her brother-
in-law Nanhe (35) were criti-
cally injured and are undergo-
ing treatment at Lok Nayak
Hospital.

All of them hail from Madhya
Pradesh and were working as
labourers at a construction site
in Sehgal Colony, police said.

Meera and her sons were in-
side their makeshift hut at the
site, while Nanhe sat nearby,
when the 15-foot boundary wall
suddenly collapsed. The hut was
located right next to the wall.

“We had come to Delhi justa
few days ago...,” said Nanhe,
whose legs were injured in the
collapse. “We started our work
around 8 am when it began to
rain, so we all went inside to wait
itout,” he said.

“Suddenly, there was a loud
sound and before we could even
react, the entire wall fell...I could-

All of them hail from
Madhya Pradesh and
were working as
labourersata
construction site in
Sehgal Colony, police
officers said.

n’'t see anything until I was
pulled out by locals who had
come to rescue us,” he said.

According to Nanhe, he sur-
vived because he was not too
close to the wall. His sister-in-
law, Meera and nephew were
completely crushed by the de-
bris. His other nephew,
Dashrath, was crushed from the
waist down, he said.

Nanhe said they were the
only labourers working on the
site at the time.

Across the road, Deepak
Khanna’s house was also inun-
dated with water and mud after
the wall collapsed.

“Around 9.30 am, there was
aloud noise... my wife was in the
puja room and the bricks came
crashing into the house. I had to
pull her out of the rubble.
Thankfully, she wasn’tinjured,”
said Khanna, who has lived in
Sehgal Colony since 1964.

According to the septuage-
narian, the boundary wall —
which separated Court Road

from Sehgal Colony — was at
least 50-60 years old. “It has been
there since before the colony
was made,” said Khanna.

According to another resi-
dent, Umesh Chopra, the plot
originally belonged to a man,
who later sold it to a religious so-
ciety.

“Once the downpour started
Tuesday morning, the mud just
slid down and broke the wall,”
Chopra added.

Khannarecalled a time in the
colony where houses were not
allowed to be taller than the
Lieutenant Governor's house
due to security reasons.

“Now there is rampant con-
struction here,” he said.

According to the police, they
received the call about the col-
lapse around 9.50 am.

“The caller said a collapse had
taken place at House No. 1,
Sehgal Colony, Civil Lines, near
the L-G House, and that people
were trapped. Several teams
from police, fire, and disaster
management reached the loca-
tion, and the people were pulled
out,” said a senior police officer.

A case of causing death due
to negligence was registered at
the Civil Lines police station.
Police said, prima facie, it has
come to light that the construc-
tion was being carried out with-
out necessary approvals.

Police said they are looking
into the documents.
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The boundary wall which collapsed was at least 50-60 years old, said a resident. Gajendra Yadav

Prof Nandu Ram, sociologist who brought
Dalit studies to mamstream passes away

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

“ASIMPLE MAN”, “a person who
shall be remembered fondly by
colleagues, students, and the ac-
ademic community world-
wide”: this is how family, friends
and colleagues remember
Professor Nandu Ram, a pioneer-
ing sociologist who is hailed for
helping bring Dalit perspectives
to the heart of Indian academia.

In a career spanning more
than four decades, Professor Ram
is credited for reshaping the field
of Indian sociology. He was
among the first to rigorously ex-
plore the social, political,and eco-
nomic dynamics of caste in mod-
ernIndia — fromlived experience.

He died on July 13 at the age
of 78. His son, Siddharth (46),
who lived with him in West
Delhi’s Dwarka, said the death
was caused by a heart attack fol-
lowing a long battle with
Parkinson’s disease.

“Heloved towrite,” Siddharth
said. “... and through his writing,
he wanted to uplift people from
the Dalit community.”

Despite holding senior aca-
demic positions, Professor Ram
lived with remarkable modesty.
“He never bought a car. He always
walked...,” Siddharth recalled.
“Even if his own pockets were
empty, he would help others.”

Born on July 28, 1946, in
Marhia village in Uttar Pradesh’s
Ghazipur, Professor Ram came
from a family of land labourers.

His parents, Janaki Devi and
Pattu Ram, ensured he could

h

Prof Ram with students on a field trip. Over a career
spanning more than 4 decades, he is credited for reshaping
the field of Indian sociology. Credit: Nandu Ram’s son, Siddharth

study even when such aspira-
tions were rare. “He grew up in
abasti outside the main village,”
Siddharth said. “He had seen
segregation firsthand.”

Professor Ram excelled early,
topping his district in high school
and later moving to Varanasi for
his higher secondary education.
At Queen’s College, he was often
mocked for being a “villager,” but
he remained undeterred.

He earned his MA from
Banaras Hindu University and
completed a PhD in Sociology
from IIT Kanpur in 1976, where
he also taught for several years.

In 1978, he joined the Centre
for the Study of Social Systems
(CSSS) atJNU, where he would go
on to teach, mentor, and lead for
more than three decades. He
served as the Chairperson of the
CSSS from 1999 to 2001, and later
asthefirstdalit Dean of the School
of Social Sciences.

In 1995, he was appointed the
founding Ambedkar Chair

Professorin Sociology. He was in-
strumental in creating the
Ambedkar Chair and became the
first Ambedkar Chair professor.

Between 2001 and 2004, he
also served as Director General of
the Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
National Institute of Social
Sciences in Madhya Pradesh.

As aresearcher, his work was
foundational. His 1988 book —
‘The Mobile Scheduled Castes: Rise
of a New Middle Class’ — gave
scholars a new lens to examine
social mobility. His five-volume
‘Encyclopaedia of Scheduled Castes’
(2007-2011)remains alandmark
in the field. ‘Beyond Ambedkar’
(1995) pushed the boundaries of
Dalit political thought.

“He taught us sociology that
spoke from the bottom,” said
Maithrayee Chaudhuri, who was
among his first students and
later a colleague at JNU. “Over
the decades, he built a genera-
tion of scholars who created a
distinct body of knowledge on

margmahsed communities. He
was alone voice back then —and
it was not easy.”

Even as his influence grew, he
stayed clear of campus politics
and public grandstanding. “He
was never into sloganeering,” said
Anand Kumar, anotherlong-time
colleague. “He never wore his
Ambedkarite identity on his
sleeve. He respected people re-
gardless of caste or class,and that's
why people respected him.”

In2017, the Indian Sociological
Society honoured him with a
Lifetime Achievement Award.

His personal life was marked
by joy and tragedy. He raised
four children and lost his first
wife — Siddharth’s mother,
Rajvanti Devi — suddenly in
1989 to a brain haemorrhage. “It
felt like an entire household
crashed,” Siddharth said. “She
was his connection to the village.
After her, he was deeply de-
pressed for a long time.”

Despite his declining healthin
recent years worsened by the
Covid pandemic, Professor Ram
remained mentally alert, continu-
ing to mentor and read, according
to his family. “His muscles wasted
away...,”  Siddharth said.
“Eventually, he caught an infec-
tion and had a heart attack.”

The JNU Teachers’
Association describes him as
“quiet but firm,” “gentle in man-
ner,” and “a person who shall be
remembered fondly by col-
leagues, students, and the aca-
demic community worldwide.”

Apart from Siddharth,
Professor Ram is survived by
three other children. He would
have turned 79 on July 28.

Drugs worth
Rs 1.3 crore

seized in raid
at apartment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE STATE drug control depart-
ment seized drugs worth Rs 1.3
crore on Monday night during a
raid from an unlicensed godown
at Sunder Apartments, near
Paschim Vihar. Officials said a
large quantity of drugs to treat
asthma, Type 2 diabetes and
pain relief were found.

The raid was conducted fol-
lowing a tip-off from the depart-
ment’s intelligence cell regarding
the sale and storage of drugs at
an unlicensed premises. The per-
son present at the location failed
to produce a valid licence or pur-
chase records for the stocked
drugs, the department said.

“These drugs were consid-
ered of doubtful quality,” said an
official.

Among the drugs recovered
were several well-known brands,
including Omeprazole (Omez),
Ketorolac (KETOROLTM-DT),
Dapagliflozin (Forxiga),
Glimepiride (Amaryl) and others.

The drug inspectors have col-
lected samples of a few drugs to
ascertain their quality and sent
them for testing. Specimen sam-
ples of these drugs have also
been collected at random to
check their genuineness.

An official said the accused
admitted that he was operating
this business from his residen-
tial premises for the past two
months, without maintaining
any purchase and sale records.
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Govt stands flrm Opp steps up attack

— Kharge asks Shah to

Rajnath: India not a
soft state anymore,
Sindoor punishment
for Pak’s proxy war

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said in Rajya
Sabha that Operation Sindoor’s
aim was to send a message that
India will show zero tolerance
against terrorism and punish
Pakistan’s use of terror for a proxy
war. He said the operation was a
game-changer as it changed the
perception thatIndiais a soft state
and added that the country had
sentaclear message thatitwill go
to any extent to act against terror.

Initiating the special discus-
sion on Operation Sindoor in the
Upper House, Singh said that fol-
lowing the Pahalgam attack on
April 22, the government gave a
“free hand” to the armed forces
to respond. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a meeting
with the three service chiefs. I
was also present; a free hand
was given to use their wisdom,
strategic understanding to de-
cide on the response,” Singh said.

“Our action was in self-de-
fence and not expansionist...
The aim was to destroy terrorist
bases and send a message of zero
tolerance against terrorism. The
overall political-military objec-
tive of Operation Sindoor was
punishing Pakistan’s use of ter-
ror for a proxy war.”

On May 10 morning, Singh
said, India’s strong attack on
Pakistan’s multiple airfields
forced them to accept defeat and
offer an end to hostilities. “We ac-
cepted only on the condition that
the operation was suspended, not
ended. We will not hesitate to re-
sume the operation if there are

terrorist activities in the future.”

Responding to the
Opposition’s statement that
India should have captured
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK), the minister expressed
surprise. “I am surprised at this
demand, because when they
were in power, they did just the
opposite.” “There would come a
day, I cannot predict when, buta
day would come when people in
PoKwould be able to say proudly
that they are Indians,” he said.

Criticising the Opposition's
question on how many jets were
shot down, Singh said, “They
never asked how many we shot
down.I have information oneach
one of themand ifIspeak openly,
the House will reverberate with
applause for 10 minutes,” he said.

The Defence Minister also
said that past governments, too,
should have taken action against
Pakistan for harbouring terror...
Quoting from former President
and Union minister Pranab
Mukherjee’s book The Coalition
Years, Singh said, “India had evi-
dence terrorists used Karachi
port (during 26/11)... There was a
demand for military interven-
tionwhichIrejected, there was a
heated debate in the Cabinet.”

He said, “The then govern-
ment did what they felt was
right. This is not a criticism of the
government or ministers...but
today’s India thinks differently
under (PM Narendra) Modi’s
leadership. India is not satisfied
with just handing dossiers, we
give a fitting response.”

Singh also said Pakistan as
the vice-chair of UNSC counter-
terrorism committee was like
“having a cat guard milk”.
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IN RAJYA SABHA: Leader of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress MPs Sonia Gandhi, Jairam Ramesh and Digvijaya
Singh; (above) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and other ruling MPs during the discussion on Operation Sindoor, India’s
military response against Pakistan following the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack. PTI& ANI

Creation of Pak, root cause of Priyanka asks Govt: Why were
terror, is Cong’s mistake: Shah there no soldiers at Pahalgam?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Tuesday accused Congress
of going soft on terrorism. He said
the root cause of terror is
Pakistan, whose creation was a
result of the Congress’s “mistake”
in accepting Partition in 1947.

InLok Sabha, Shahalleged that
the Congress showed weakness
in multiple instances including
Partition, the India-Pakistan wars
of 1947-1948 and 1965, the Indus
Wiaters Treaty,and 1962 war with
China. He said that of the 10 ter-
rorists killed in Operation Sindoor,
eight were involved in terrorist at-
tacks during “Chidambaram and
company’s” tenure.

Shah also targeted former PM
Manmohan Singh’s government,
saying it would silently send
dossiers after terror attacks. “After
the Uri attack, we carried out sur-
gical strikes. After the Pulwama
attack, we carried out air strikes.
After the Pahalgam attack, we hit
100 km inside Pakistan territory,
attacked nine terror bases, de-
stroyed 11 airbases, and killed
more than 100 terrorists,” he said.

‘CHIDAMBARAM GAVE
CLEANCHITTOPAK

Amit Shah targeted former
Home Minister P Chidam-
baram, saying the Congress
MP’s questions on the iden-
tity of Pahalgam attackers
amounted to givinga “clean
chit” to Pakistan.

“Who does he want to
protect? What will you get
by protecting Pakistan? I
would like to say to Mr
Chidambaram that we have
proof that they were from
Pakistan...” Shah said. ENS

To the Congress’s question on
why a ceasefire was announced
despite India having an upper
hand, he said: “A war has several
consequences and they have to
be weighed. In 1948, our armed
forces were in a decisive position
in Kashmir. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel kept saying no, but
Jawaharlal Nehru announced a
one-sided ceasefire... if Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) exists
today, itis because of that cease-
fire. In 1960, we were in a strong

To end militancy, you

have to win hearts of
Kashmiris: Rashid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

INDEPENDENT MP from
Baramulla Abdul Rashid Sheikh,
better known as Engineer
Rashid, Tuesday said the govern-
ment needs to win the hearts of
Kashmiris to end militancy in
J&K as only they have a solution
to the Kashmir issue.

Speaking in Lok Sabha,
Rashid said: “To end militancy
you will have to win the hearts
of Kashmiris. But since yesterday
none of you here have spoken
about Kashmiris. Do you want
Kashmir's land or Kashmir's

people? Ruling party and
Opposition will have to decide
today.”

On the situation of J&K, he
said, “You say everything is fine
there. But you do not allow us to
write anything on social media.
Over 3,000 people are in jails.”

The MP also said that every-
one in the House talked about US
President Donald Trump but he
does not have the solution to the
problem. “J&K people, including
Hindus, Muslims and every
other community have the solu-
tion to Kashmir issue. It is not a
communal issue, it is a political
issue. You need to give a political
resolution...” he said.

strategic position, but the Indus
Wiaters Treaty gave 80 per cent of
the water to Pakistan.”

Shah brought up the 1965
and 1971 wars with Pakistan.
“We had captured the strategic
point of Haji Pir. But it was re-
turned in 1966. In the 1971 war,
the whole country supported
(former PM) Indira (Gandhi) ji.
She divided Pakistan into two,
and we feel proud of that. But
what happened later? We had
93,000 prisoners of war, which
was 46 per cent of Pakistan’s
Army. We had 15,000 sqkm of
Pakistan’s land. But we forgot to
ask for PoK in Simla Agreement.”

Shah claimed Field Marshall
Sam Manekshaw had told Indira
that the then Pakistan PM Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto had “made a monkey”
out of her. He said: “They were
saying somethingabout China.In
the 1962 war, 38,000 sq km of
Aksai Chin was given to China...
Jawaharlal Nehru said ‘notablade
of grass grows there. What to do
with thatland.”

Shah said Congress had op-
posed the Prevention of
Terrorism Act brought by the
Vajpayee government in 2002
and later abolsihed it.

LALMANIVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

SLAMMING THE government
over the Pahalgam terror attack,
Manipur violence and Delhiriots,
senior Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday ques-
tioned why Home Minister Amit
Shah was continuing in his post
after these incidents.

Taking part in the special dis-
cussion on Operation Sindoor in
Lok Sabha, Vadra said that ruling-
side members repeatedly talked
about the 2008 Mumbai attacks
and claimed that the Manmohan
Singh government did nothing.
“Youwould be aware that the ter-
rorists were killed during the at-
tackitself,and one person left was
hanged in 2012. The Maharashtra
CM resigned, and the Union
Home Minister too resigned...
That was the accountability to-
wards the public...” she said

She added that Rajnath Singh
was Home Minister at the time of
the Pulwama, Uri and Pathankot
attacks, and is presently the
Defence Minister. “And entire
Manipur got burnt under Home
Minister Amit Shah's watch, riots

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra speaks in LS. P11

happened in Delhi, an attack hap-
pened in Pahalgam, and heis still
occupying his post even today.
Why?” Vadra asked.

Mentioning one of the de-
ceased in the Pahalgam attack,
Shubham Dwivedi of Kanpur,
Vadra quoted his wife as saying
that for nearly an hour during the
attack she did not see a single se-
curity personnel or asingle soldier.
Quoting Shubham’s wife, Vadra
said, “Desh ne, sarkar ne hame wa-
han anaath chod diya tha (the
country and the government left
us there like orphans)”.

“Why were security and sol-
diers not there? Was the govern-

ment notaware tourists visit there
every day and travel through
forests?... They went there trust-
ing this government... it left them
in the hands of God,” she said.

Before concluding her speech,
Vadra read out the names of the
victims of the Pahalgam attack. As
somebody from the Treasury
bench said that the victims were
Hindus, Vadra responded,
“Bharatiya they (They were
Indians).”

_. TOWATCHFULL
SPEECH

quit: Clear that intel
failure led to terror
attack in Pahalgam

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

TARGETING UNION Home
Minister Amit Shah, Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha and
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Tuesday demanded
accountability be fixed for the
“intelligence failure” and “secu-
rity lapses” that led to the
Pahalgam terror attack.

He also questioned Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “si-
lence” on US President Donald
Trump’s repeated claims that he
mediated a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan during the
military conflict following the
Pahalgam attack.

Speaking immediately after
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
opened the House discussion on
Operation Sindoor, Kharge raised
questions over the Home
Minister’s statement in April
about the terror infrastructure be-
ing crippled in J&K. Kharge asked
why did the PM cancel his sched-
uled trip to J&K three days before
the April 22 Pahalgam attackand
if the government had intelli-
gence inputs about a terror strike.

Pointing to past terror attacks
such as Uri (2016), Pathankot
(2016) and Pulawama (2019),
Kharge said: “In all these attacks,
one thingis clear, there is failure
inintelligence and you will have
to accept this. I want to ask the
Home Minister, who is respon-
sible for this... if you are then
you should vacate your seat. If
not, then what action is the
Prime Minister taking?” he said.

Quoting J&K Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha’s comments during

NADDA APOLOGISES
TOLOP KHARGE

RAJYA SABHA saw heated
exchanges between
Opposition and Treasury af-
ter ] P Nadda made some
objectionable remarks
against Mallikarjun Kharge.
After Nadda’s remarKks,
Kharge demanded an apol-
ogy, saying Nadda was one
of the ministers in the NDA
government whom he re-
spected. Nadda soon got up
to say he has withdrawn his
words, and apologised.

an interview that the Pahalgam
attack was undoubtedly due toa
security failure, Kharge said, “If
the LG has accepted this as a se-
curity failure, when will ac-
countability get fixed, did he say
this to save the Home Minister?
Only you can tell us.”

He also asked the
Government if there was third-
party mediation involved in the
ceasefire between India and
Pakistan, and whether trade was
a factor. US President Donald
Trump has repeatedly claimed
he used trade as leverage to end
the military conflict.

“I am seeking answers from
the PM. Why has he not con-
demned it (Trump’s claims)? Did
the US interfere in this, and on
whose bidding? What were the
conditions? Did the US President
mediate the ceasefire, and were
there threats on trade to an-
nounce the ceasefire? We never
entertain third party mediation,
this is our policy,” Kharge said.

Only time will tell if
Operation Sindoor was
decisive: Chidambaram

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

TARGETING THE Government
for agreeing on a ceasefire after
Operation Sindoor, Congress MP
P Chidambaram on Tuesday said
that India’s military leadership
during the operation following
the Pahalgam attack was exem-
plary, but the political leadership
was “thoroughly disappointing.”
“If you ask me ‘was Operation
Sindoor strong?’ [ would say yes.
If you ask me ‘was Operation
Sindoor successful?’ | would say
yes. If you ask me ‘Was Operation
Sindoor decisive?’ I can only say
time will tell...” he said.
“OnDecember 16, 1971, there
was a historic victory when
General Niazi surrendered to
General Jagjit Singh Aurora,
along with 93,000 soldiers...That
was a decisive victory. On the
contrary, Operation Sindoor
ended with a ceasefire,” he said.
Chidambaram said the mili-
tary leadership was exemplary
because it had been “candid and
forthright”. Referring to a state-
ment by CDS General Anil

‘In1971,

Gen Niazi
surrendered
...that was
adecisive
victory’

Chauhan on Operation Sindoor, he
said, “I callthem candid, forthright
and transparent because he (the
CDS) admitted tactical mistakes,
re-strategising and admitted loss.”
However, Chidambaram
said, “The government has so far
not acknowledged the security
failure and the intelligence fail-
ure” in the wake of the Pahalgam
attack. “I took over as home min-
ister the day after (2008)
Mumbai terror attack ended on
Dec 1. Within a few days, I flew
to Bombay, and said I admit se-
curity failure, intelligence failure,
and I regret the failure. Why can’t
the Government say that?”
Chidambaram also spoke
about “home- grown” terrorism.
“There are foreign terrorists infil-
trated by Pak... but remember
there are also India based terror-
ists...” he said, adding that some-
times they work together as well.

Opp targets PM: Vlshwaguru falled his country, fix accountability

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

DMK MP Kanimozhi
Karunanidhi on Tuesday ex-
pressed gratitude to the govern-
ment for choosing leaders from
Opposition parties as members
of delegations for Operation
Sindoor's global outreach.

Participating in the special
discussion on Operation Sindoor
in the Lok Sabha, she went on to
say that it would have been bet-
ter if the situation to send these
delegations did not arise.

The statement from the DMK
MP came a day after Nationalist
Congress Party (SP) MP Supriya
Sule praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying it was his

“badappan (generosity)” that he
showed faith in Opposition lead-
ers to lead the delegations that
went to different countries after
Operation Sindoor to highlight
the country’s fight against
terrorism.

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the
Pahalgam attack, Kanimozhi
said the “vishwaguru” failed the
people of his own country. “Why
did these delegations have to go,
why did the attacks have to hap-
pen... Some opportunities are
not to be celebrated but to be
mourned... They arise because
peace has failed us and it stems
from the deepest of pain,” she
said.

“We had to go because you
failed the people of India. The

DMK’s Kanimozhi; SP’s Akhilesh Yadav in LS. ANI & PTI

vishwaguru failed us... Today it
has become a blame game. Even
the Home Minister (Amit Shah),
in his speech, only intended and
concentrated on blaming the
Opposition,” she said.
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav asked the gov-
ernment to fix responsibility for

the “intelligence failure” thatled
to the Pahalgam terror attack. He
said the government can’t get
away after such incidents by
merely admitting to a lapse.
“Under whose pressure was the
ceasefire done,” asked Akhilesh.

He said India’s foreign policy
has “collapsed” and called China

a “monster” that will “take over
our land and market”.

Akhilesh also raised ques-
tions on the timing of Operation
Mahadev, in which three
Pahalgam terrorists were killed,
coinciding with the special de-
bate in Parliament.

DMK’s A Raja said it has be-
come a habit of BJP to blame
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi,
Rajeev Gandhi and the Congress
for everything. He said a com-
parison is not always correct as
any decision will be taken by
then Prime Minister and leader
in the context and circumstances
prevailing over.

Shiromani Akali Dal MP
Harsimrat Kaur Badal said the
closure of Attari border after
every suchincident affects small

traders and transporters. “You
(government) said terror and
talk will not go together... If we
can play cricket with Pakistan,
why can’t Diljit Dosanjh's movie
be released in India,” she asked.
TMC MP Sagarika Ghose crit-
icised PM Modi and said “poli-
tics and not sindoor flowed in his
veins”. “If sindoor would have
flowed in the Prime Minister's
veins, such an incident would
not have happened,” she said.
AAP MP Sanjay Singh ques-
tioned PM Modi’s visit to Bihar
soon after returning from Saudi
Arabia, where he was at the time
of the attack. He said the PM'’s
first priority should have been to
visit Pahalgam but he instead
went to Bihar for a political rally
and also met some celebrities.
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NCP (SP)’s Sharad Pawar confers the CD Deshmukh
Award on Union Minister Nitin Gadkari. Express
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BoNHOMIE ON STAGE

EVEN AS the Government and Opposition locked horns in
Parliament during the special discussion on Operation
Sindoor, an award function on Tuesday at New Maharashtra
Sadan saw bonhomie between Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
and NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar. Pawar conferred Gadkari
with CD Deshmukh Award for public service and the latter
expressed admiration for the NCP (SP) leader’s work as for-
mer Union agriculture minister. The award was instituted in
the name of RBI's first governor and former finance minister
CD Deshmukh, and Gadkari is the second public figure to re-
ceive it. Last year, Gadkari had presented the first CD
Deshmukh Award to career diplomat Dnyaneshwar Mulay.

SINDOOR SCIENCE

BJP'S WEST Delhi MP Kamaljeet Sehrawat has a different take
on the naming of ‘Operation Sindoor’. During the special dis-
cussion in the Lok Sabha Monday midnight, Sehrawat said
sindoor’s (vermillion) chemical formula is ‘HgS’ — mercuric
sulfide, a mix of mercury and sulphur — which indicates that
it can be fatal if not used carefully. She said Pakistan faced the
consequences because that country did not understand the
significance of the red-coloured powder.

Orr-EN TO NEP

PUNJAB’S AAP government, which backed out of the Centre’s
PM-SHRI school scheme and then opted in again when cen-
tral funding was withheld, sent its Education Minister Harjot
Singh Bains to attend the Union government’s event marking
five years of NEP 2020 on Tuesday. Bains later complained on
social media that the event was a “monologue and didn't in-
volve discussions”. Other Opposition-ruled states’ education
ministers — Rohit Thakur from Himachal Pradesh, Ramdas
Soren from Jharkhand and Sakina Itoo from J&K, also partici-
pated in the event in the Capital.

Amid rows, Fadnavis

warns ministers: Don’t
force me to take action

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI, JULY 29

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday
told his council of ministers to
avoid creating controversies,
warning that he would be forced
to take action against them.

After a cabinet meeting,
Fadnavis asked officials to leave
the cabinet hall and held a seper-
ate meeting for 30 minutes with
ministers. In the meeting,
sources said that Fadnavis ad-
vised the ministers to avoid
speaking to media and instead
focus on development work.

“He also asked ministers to
issue clarifications regarding any
controversies without creating
new ones,” said a minister in the
state cabinet.

A number of ministers, in-
cluding Agriculture Minister
Manikrao Kokate, Social Justice
Minister Sanjay Shirsat, School
Education Minister Dadaji Bhuse
and Minister of State for Home
Yogesh Kadam, have recently
landed in controversies with the
Opposition demanding their res-
ignation.

“One of the important things
that the CM said was to not get
involved in any controversies.
He said that he should not be

Tej Pratap dons new colours: Repentant son

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, JULY 29

DAYS AFTER announcing his de-
cision to contest the Bihar elec-
tions as an Independent candi-
date, Tej Pratap Yadav, the
estranged elder son of RJD chief
Lalu Prasad, attacked his former
party over the alleged actions of
an R]D MLA.

Since his expulsion from the
RJD in May, over a now-deleted
photo with a woman allegedly
posted on his Facebook profile,
Tej Pratap’s tone towards his for-
mer party has shifted from rec-
onciliatory to adversarial.

In a social media post on
Monday, Yadav questioned the

Maharashtra
Chief
Minister
Devendra
Fadnavis

forced to take action against any-
one,” another minister said.
According to the minister, the
message to all was to “speak less
and work more”.

CM’s warning comes amid
the embarassment faced by the
government after a purported
video of Kokate playing rummy
on his mobile phone inside the
legislative council went viral.

Fadnavis himself has ordered
a probe into the tender process
of the sale of a hotel in
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, in-
volving the son of minister
Shirsat. In addition, a viral video
showed him in his home with a
bag allegedly full of cash during
the recently concluded mon-
soon session of the legislature.

Minister of State for Home
Yogesh Kadamis in the dock over
illegal sand trading and running
a dance bar in the name of his
mother. Ministers Sanjay Rathod
and Dadaji Bhuse, too, have
landed in controversies over
transfers in the department and
recruitment process, respectively.

R]JD’s silence over senior MLA
Bhai Virendra allegedly threat-
ening to beat a panchayat secre-
tary, accusing the party leader-
ship of “selective action”.

“Kya RJD apne vidhayak Bhai
Virendra par bhi karwai karegi,
jinhone Baba Saheb Ambedkar ke
adarshon ke ullat SC-ST samaj ke
khilaf sharmnaak tipanni ki, jaan
se maarne ki dhamki di? Mujhe to
Jaichandon ki saazish ke tahat
party se bahar kar diya gaya... Ab
dekhna hai ki bawaal karne
waalon par bhi party utni hi sakhti
dikhayegi ya nahin (Will the R]D
also take action against its own
MLA Bhai Virendra, who, defy-
ing the ideals of B R Ambedkar,
made a shameful remark against
the Scheduled Caste-Scheduled
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‘Most substantial trade pact since EU Linguistic States

led to creation of
second-class

exit, sends p

THE VISION 2035 document
brought out by the UK and India
during Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit last week places sig-
nificant emphasis on the security
and defence relationship between
the two countries, says British
Deputy High Commissioner
CHRISTINASCOTT. Inan exclusive
interview with DIVYA A, Scott,
currently officiating as the High
Commissioner in New Delhi, also
speaks about various aspects of
the the free trade agreement
(FTA), talks between the two PMs
on Khalistani extremism and ex-
tradition of economic offenders,
and PM Keir Starmer’s potential
visit to India. Edited excerpts:

During his recent visit, PM
Modi invited PM Starmer to
visit India. Is this likely to
happen this year?

We have got two govern-
ments that had general elections
at roughly the same time over
the last year, there’s been a lot of
conversations. Vision 2035 sets
out the joint ambition for the
next decade for the two govern-
ments. [ am expecting quite a
heavy drumbeat of contact and
visits over the autumn.
Personally, I hope that involves
my Prime Minister, but we will
see. We hope to make that hap-
pen as soon as possible. Our PM
will be very keen to come at the
earliest opportunity.

How is the FTA being viewed
in the UK as the world deals
with the US trade tariff
negotiations?

Our FTA has gone down
enormously well in the UK. For
us, it is the most substantial eco-
nomic trade agreement we have
made since leaving the European
Union. It's also the broadest trade
deal that India has ever done,
and sends a very positive mes-
sage to the world. It's been three
or four years now in negotiating
this document and for the two
big democracies like this to come

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH

CHRISTINA SCOTT
DEPUTY
HIGH COMMISSIONER

together. The FTA is good for it-
self, regardless of what other
countries are choosing to do.

What would be the biggest
takeaway for the UK from
this FTA?

Itisanticipated thatit willadd
— over the medium term — £25
billion a year to the trade be-
tween the two countries. It will
also add to the UK GDP. It offers
opportunities for British busi-
nesses to invest in India. And it’s
a great story also for our British
consumers who can benefit from
cheaper and quality goods from
India as well. Both governments,
when they were negotiating, had
their domesticissues very much
at heart and we have come to this
point because we have such
complementary economies.

This time, there was a lot of
talk about Khalistani
extremism... PM Modi spoke
about this at the joint press
statement. What was the
kind of conversation the two
sides had? And what was the
kind of assurance the UK

would have given?

The UK takes violent extrem-
ism of any form incredibly seri-
ously. We are working closely
with the government of India
and we know the importance
and we have a duty in the UK to
disrupt violent extremists. It’s
part of the conversation we have
with India and we will continue
to work with India on the ex-
change of information where we
think such influences exist.

But there’s a layer of freedom
of expression that comes in,
which India is not very
comfortable, especially with
referendums and everything.
The UK has a proud history of
peaceful protest and the right to
peaceful protest within the law.
And it's an important part of our
democracy that people have the
right to give their views. Butitcan’t
be in a way that incites violence.
Whenittrips over theline, our po-
lice are very good at taking action
inaccordance with the law to up-
hold the security of our nation.

Vision 2035 clearly spells out
that terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations has to be
condemned. In that context,
was there any discussion
about the Pahalgam attack
and Operation Sindoor?

The (Indian) Prime Minister
referenced in the joint press con-
ference that they talked about this.
And obviously, our PM will have
expressed deep condolences for
the terrible attack in Pahalgam.
For the UK, the peace and stabil-
ity of this region matters a lot, be-
cause we have such great links.

What you can see from
Vision 2035 is the importance
and emphasis we put on our se-
curity and defence relationship
with India. And in that docu-
ment, a number of areas where
the PMs are committed to work-
ing together for the stability of
the region. And that’s the really
important thing going forward.
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Vision 2035 also talks about
cooperation in justice, law en-
forcement. So we have these
cases of fugitive economic of-
fenders, their extradition cases
are pending. Were they dis-
cussed specifically in this visit?

Home Affairs collaborationis
one of the really important
things that is a priority for both
governments. And it’s regularly
discussed in Home Affairs dia-
logues and meetings between
our security colleagues. On the
specific point of extradition, both
governments are committed to
supporting extradition within
the laws of their countries. And
the UK will continue to try and
facilitate thatin accordance with
the dual legal process.

Going forward, for the next 10
years, since we talk about
Vision 2035, what are going
to be the strongest pillars of
bilateral ties?

The growth has got to be the
core part of the story. Defence
and security is one (area) where
we have not realised the poten-
tial yet. And the signing of an
agreement last week of a de-
fence industrial roadmap is a
massive step forward. We now
need to make a reality and get
our defence industries working
much more closely.

Wias there any specific
conversation about the UK
supporting India’s bid for a
permanent UNSC seat?

The UK has already said pub-
licly that it supports permanent
membership of India on the
Security Council. And that may
well have come up in conversa-
tions. But we are really keen to
see India play arole internation-
ally — be it the UN Security
Council or the Commonwealth
— commensurate with its size
and importance in the world. It’s
got such a powerful and positive
role to play. And that's what we
want to help it do.

India in trade talks with EU, other
countries, minister tells Lok Sabha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

INDIA IS actively pursuing trade
negotiations with the European
Union (EU), US, Australia, Sri
Lanka, Peru, Chile and New
Zealand, Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Ram Nath Thakur informed Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.
Inawrittenreply toaquestion
asked by CPI (M) member R
Sachithanantham, Thakur said
that with these trade discussions,
Indiawill focus toexpand its global
trade footprintand enhance com-
petitiveness of Indian exports.
“At present, negotiations are

ongoing on the India-European
Union Free Trade Agreement,
India-Australia Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation
Agreement, India-Sri Lanka
Economic and Technology

Cooperation Agreement,
India-Peru  Free  Trade
Agreement, India-Chile
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreement,

India—-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement, India—USA Bilateral
Trade Agreement and a similar
approach has been followed
while dealing with the United
Kingdom to safeguard the inter-
ests of farmers and secure mar-
ket access for our agri-products,”
Thakur said.

He said, “In order to protect
the interests of the farmers and
domestic industry, including
MSMEs, FTAs provide for main-
taining sensitive, negative or ex-
clusion lists of items on which
limited or no tariff concessions
are granted.”

“In addition, in case of surge
in imports and injury to the do-
mestic industry, a country is al-
lowed to take recourse to trade re-
medial measures such as
anti-dumping and safeguards on
imports within the period as mu-
tually agreed to by the parties un-
der the FTAs. Likewise Rules of
Origin, including product-specific
rules are developed with stake-
holder consultations,” he said.

Over 50% tiger deaths since 2021 took
place outside reserves, shows data

New Delhi: More than half of the
tiger deathsinIndia between 2021
and 2025 have occurred outside
protected reserves, with
Maharashtraand Madhya Pradesh
accounting for the highest num-
bers, government data shows.

According to the National
Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA), 667 tigers died during
this period and 341, or 51 per
cent, of the deaths occurred out-
side tiger reserves.

About 30 per cent of India’s

Tribe community and issued
death threats? I was expelled
from the party as part of a con-
spiracy by traitors... Now let’s see
if the party shows the same
strictness towards those creat-
ing trouble, or not),” Tej Pratap
said on X.

The former R]D leader was
commenting on the controversy
surrounding Virendra, a four-
time MLA from Maner and close
aide of Lalu Prasad and Tejashwi
Yadav, over a viral audio of him
threatening to “beat with a shoe”
alocal panchayat secretary.

“Kahan, England ka hai tum?
Maner ke vidhayak ko nahi jaanta
hai tum?... Hindustan jaanta hai
aur tu keh raha hai ki Bhai Virendra
kaun hai, nahin jaante hain

estimated 3,682 tigers live out-
side notified tiger reserves.

The year-wise data shows
129 tiger deaths in 2021, 122 in
2022, 182 in 2023, 126 in 2024
and 108 so far in 2025.

The number of deaths out-
side reserves was 64 in 2021, 52
in 2022, 100in 2023, 65in 2024
and itis 60 in 2025 so far.

Maharashtra reported the
highest number of 111 tiger
deaths outside reserves, fol-
lowed by Madhya Pradesh with

90. In 2021, Maharashtra
recorded 23 such deaths,
Madhya Pradesh 18, Kerala five
and Telangana four. In 2022,
Maharashtra saw 18 deaths,
Madhya Pradesh 12, and Kerala
and Uttarakhand four each. In
2023, 34 tigers died outside re-
serves in Maharashtra, 13 in
Madhya Pradesh, 11 each in
Kerala and Uttarakhand, and six
in Karnataka. In 2024, Madhya
Pradesh logged 24 such deaths,
while Maharashtra saw16. PTI

Tej Pratap Yadav’s tone towards his former party, R]D, has
shifted from reconciliatory to adversarial. P11

(Where are you from, England?
Don’t you know the MLA of
Maner?... India knows who Bhai

Virendrais,and you say youdon’t
know who Bhai Virendra is?),”
the RJD MLA was purportedly

ED filed closure
reports in 49
PMLA cases Iin
last 10 years

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) over the last 10-
and-a- half years, has filed clo-
sure reports in 49 cases before
special courts meant to try anti-
money laundering crimes, the
government informed
Parliament on Tuesday.

The agency secured eight
conviction orders involving 15
people from the special
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act(PMLA) courts between 2015
to June 2025, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said
inawritten statement furnished
in Rajya Sabha.

He was asked about the de-
tails of all cases lodged by the ED
since 2015 where charge sheets
have not yet been filed in courts,
trial of the accused has not started
and prosecution has been closed
by the federal probe agency.

"During the period from
01.01.2015 to 30.06.2025, the
Directorate of Enforcement has
taken up 5,892 cases for investi-
gation under the provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act,2002," the min-
ister said.

Inthese cases, 1,398 prosecu-
tion complaints including 353
supplementary charge sheets
have been filed before the re-
spective special courts under
PMLA, he said. PTI

ngry rebel

heard saying to Sandeep Kumar,
Secretary of the Battun
Panchayat, duringa call on July 26.

An FIR was subsequently reg-
istered on a complaint by Kumar
on Monday, including under sec-
tions of the SC/ST Act. In a
Facebook post on Monday,
Virendra admitted to using
“strong language” but blamed
the panchayat official for being
disrespectful.

The fresh salvo by Tej Pratap
comes nearly two months after
he was expelled from the RJD by
his father Lalu Prasad. In a state-
ment on May 25, Lalu had cited
“irresponsible behaviour” and
“deviation from the family’s
moral values” as the reasons be-
hind the action.

citizens:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 29

TAMILNADU Governor RN Ravi
onTuesday claimed that the lin-
guistic division of states after
Independence had created “sec-
ond-class citizens”.

Ravi was speaking at the
Rashtriya Raksha University in
Gandhinagar. According to Ravi,
the country was “united” before
Independence even though
there was no single national gov-
ernment. After Independence,
he said, “we have started fight-
ing with each other... what they
call linguistic nationalism”.

He said: “Within a decade of
our Independence, there had to
be a linguistic reorganisation of
Bharat and this happened fol-
lowing violent protests in many
parts of the country... people had
started refusing to live with each
other. When we created linguis-
tic states, a large population be-
came second-class citizens...”

He said, “In my own state Tamil
Nadu... people of different lan-
guages... they all live together but
the moment it became a linguis-
tic state, one third of the popula-
tionbecame a second-class citizen.
It happened in other parts also.”

The TN Governor said,
“Something went wrong after
Independence... The rashtra (na-
tion) was takeninadirection that
created division among our peo-
ple in every conceivable way. So
much so that the government be-
gan accepting as if it was an in-
evitable natural phenomena. This
is reflected in the administrative
(reforms) commission report. In

TN Gov
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A
¢

Tamil Nadu
Governor
RN Ravi

2008, the central government
commissioned it. It was a volumi-
nous report on conflict manage-
ment, countering terrorism and
ifyoureadit, you will see how the
government viewed the country.”

Ravi said until 2014 the “en-
tire Northeast was burning” but
now it is “far, far near normal”.

He said, “Because if you un-
derstand the organising princi-
ple of rashtra, we will be able to
find solutions to our internal se-
curity problems in a way that
will not create more problems
but you will be able to resolve
them. Because what we created
before the PM came, was (that)
in the course of finding solutions,
we created more problems.”

Criticising the creation of
Nagaland as an “ethnicity-based
state”, he said that the violence
did not end and the region
started getting “vivisected”.

He said, “They created a
homeland for Mizos, another for
Garo and Khasiin Meghalaya,and
even within Assam, there are
more than 20 ethnicity-based
homelands created under statu-
tory provisions. You kept creating
homelands for ethnic groups and
within them, there are sub-groups
which started fighting. It was like
anuclear reaction...Society started
breaking and from a peaceful re-
gion, it turned into more than 50
armed organisations.”

SC slams TN govt for
naming 2,000 accused
in Senthil Balaji case

Fraud on the system... cash-for-jobs
trial won’t end in Balaji’s lifetime: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday
slammed the M K Stalin govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu for allegedly
trying to prolong the trial of for-
mer minister V Senthil Balaji in
the cash-for-jobs case by impli-
cating around 2,000 people as
accused, calling it a complete
“fraud on the system”.

“Poor persons who were co-
erced by your minister or by his
henchmen to pay something ()
5,000, 10,000, 1 lakh, 2 lakh, you
are more keen to prosecute them
so that in the entire lifetime of
the minister, (the) trial never
comes to an end. That is your
modus operandi. Complete
fraud on the system...” said
Justice Surya Kant, presiding
over a two-judge bench.

The bench, also comprising
Justice Joymala Bagchi, was hear-
ing an appeal by one Y Balaji, on
behalf of the victims of the al-
leged scam. The plea challenged
the March 28,2025, Madras High
Court order rejecting petitions
against the orders of the trial
court directing clubbing of four
supplementary chargesheets

“Ignoring moral values in per-
sonal life weakens our collective
struggle for social justice,” Lalu
had said, adding his elder son’s
conduct was “not in accordance
with family values and tradi-
tions.” The decision had come a
day after Tej Pratap allegedly
shared a now-deleted Facebook
post — a photo with a woman
and a claim they had been “in a
relationship for 12 years”. Tej
Pratap later denied making the
post, claiming his social media
account had been “hacked”.

In the immediate aftermath
of the expulsion, Tej Pratap had
struck an emotional tone, publicly
appealing to his parents for sup-
port. “My dear Mummy and Papa,
[ only need your trust and love,

Former TN
minister
Senthil
Balaji

filed in connection with the
fraudulent recruitment in the
Chennai Metropolitan Transport
Corporation.

The high court, while dismiss-
ing petitions by Anti Corruption
Movement against the clubbing
of chargesheets, had noted that
the offences formed part of the
same transactionand could notbe
treated distinctly and that all
chargesheets involved the same
set of witnesses and documents.
Noting that the number of ac-
cused stood at 2,202, the high
court said holding separate trials
would only delay the proceedings.

The Supreme Court, while re-
ferring to the four chargesheets,
sought to know “..who are the
alleged middlemen to whom
money was paid, who are the of-
ficers who acted on the minis-
ter’s behest, and who were on
the board of appointments or
the officials who carried out
these appointments?”

talking of ‘Jaichands’

nothing else,” he had said.

In another post, Tej Pratap
had likened himself to “Krishna”
and referred to his younger
brother Tejashwi as “Arjuna”,
urging him to be wary of “con-
spirators” within the party.

However, his tone has shifted
in the weeks since. “Those who
mistake my silence for weak-
ness, do not think that I am un-
aware of your conspiracies... My
role will not be decided by any
party or family. It will be decided
by the people and the Supreme
Court,” he said in a social media
postin June.Inasymbolic move,
Tej Pratap recently swapped his
signature green Gandhi cap, his-
torically associated with the R|D,
for a yellow one.
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India’s first outreach to Syria
after Assad fall: MEA official
meets ministers in Damascus

If there’s mass exclusion, we will step
in: SC on Bihar electoral list revision

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
said it will hear on August 12 and
13 pleas related to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoral list carried out by the
Election Commission (EC) in
Bihar, and sought to assure the
petitioners who challenged the
process that “if there is mass ex-
clusion, we will step in”.

Hearing the matter on
Monday, a bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi,
while refusing to stop the EC
from publishing the draft revised
list, had asked the parties in-
volved to inform it on Tuesday
how much time they will take to
make their submissions so that
the court can fix a date.

As the court took up the mat-
ter on Tuesday, Senior Advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi, appearing for
the EC, submitted that the draft
has been advertised and given to
political parties.

Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for RJD MP Manoj Jha,
said those who have been left
out must have a chance to sub-
mit objections. “They will have
the right. Who said they won't?”
Justice Kant said, adding, “The
moment they deviate from the
notification, we will interfere.”

To this, Sibal said, “We don’t
know who has been left,” and

asked if the EC had given the
Join FREE Telegram

names of those excluded. Dwivedi
replied, “It won't be given to you.
Take from the website.”

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for petitioner
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), submitted that
according to the EC, 65 lakh peo-
ple have not submitted the enu-
meration forms as they are ei-
ther dead or have permanently
shifted elsewhere. Contending
that those excluded will have to
apply afresh, he wondered how
they will come to know whether
they are in the draft.

Justice Kant said that the EC
is a constitutional body and “we
would deem their action will be
inaccordance with the law”. He
assured that the court is there to
take care of any concern. “We are
here, we will hear you,” he said.

Justice Bagchi said, “January
2025 list is the starting point if
there was no SIR. Draft list will
be published by ECI. Your appre-
hension is 65 lakh-odd voters
will not feature... They (ECI) are
seeking correction vis-a-vis
2025 entry. We are overviewing
the thing as a judicial authority.
If there is mass exclusion, we will
step in. Bring 15 people saying
they are alive but left out.”

The EC counsel, however,
said there is a 30-day window
for filing objections, and that the
petitioners should help with
adding names. Justice Kant said
political parties should operate
like NGOs during the process.

SUV driver reverses
into elderly man in
Jammu, goes on run

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JULY 29

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
have formed multiple teams to
find a 20-year-old engineering
student who is absconding after
allegedly trying to run over an
elderly businessman, who was
knocked down from his scooter,
with his Thar SUV in the upmar-
ket Gandhi Nagar area of Jammu
on Sunday afternoon.

The incident, in which 68-
year-old Kamal Dutt was seri-
ously injured, was captured on
CCTV and the clip has gone viral
on social media.

Footage from the CCTV cam-
era installed in the Green Belt
Park area allegedly showed the
accused, identified as Manan
Anand, hitting Dutt’s scooter
while overtaking another vehi-
cle, causing Dutt to fall on the
road. The accused then drives
forward, and when Dutt stands
up, he reverses the SUV onto
Dutt, causing serious injury.

Subsequently, the accused is
seen coming out of the SUV and
standing over Dutt, who was ly-
ing unconscious on the road at
this time, before getting back in
the vehicle and driving away.

While the footage showed
passersby watching the incident,
none of them came to Dutt’s aid,
and he was eventually taken to
hospital by his family members
whorushed to the spot after com-

-

-

A CCTVvideo shows the
Thar driver knocking down
the elderly businessman,
and then reversing into him

ing to know about the incident.
Dutt, who runs a vehicle
spare parts shop, has been ad-
mitted to the ICU of the
Government Medical College
Hospital in serious condition.
Police said Manan Anand’s
father, Rajinder Anand, has been
detained as the vehicle was reg-
istered in his name. The vehicle
has also been seized. Rajinder
Anand, a resident of Nanak
Nagar, works as a contractor
with the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, officials said.
According to police, the ac-
cused, who studies engineering
from outside J&K, was initially
booked under BNS sections 281
(rash and negligent driving) and
125(a) (endangering life or per-
sonal safety of others). However,
after going through the CCTV
footage of the incident, police
also booked him for attempt to
murder under section 109.

2002 Bengal voter lists appear on
EC site, spark talk of SIR from Aug

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, JULY 29

THE WEST BENGAL Chief
Electoral Officer has made some
voter lists from the 2002 elec-
toral roll revision available on-
line, sparking speculation that
the exercise will begin in the
state in August.

This comes two weeks after
the Election Commission of India
wrote to state Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) asking them to
prepare for a Special Intensive
Revision similar to one currently
ongoing in Bihar.

According to sources in the
election commission, the list that
has been published on the web-
site of the of the State’s Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) contains
the names of 11 districts -- Cooch
Behar, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling,
Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin
Dinajpur and Malda in North
Bengal and Nadia, Howrah,
Hooghly, Medinipur (undivided)
and Bankura in the south.

So far, there’s been no word
from the Election Commission
on the speculation in West
Bengal, with a senior official say-
ing only that they were “ready
foran: ghmg”
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“Within two-three days we
will publish all 23 districts’ lists
of electors according to 2002
SIR,” the official at the West
Bengal CEO said.

Significantly, West Bengal is
due to hold Assembly polls next
year. Inits order to Chief Electoral
Officers, the ECI asked them to
rationalise polling stations (in-
cluding identification of new
buildings to ensure no polling
station has more than 1,200 elec-
tors); fill up all vacant positions
of key officials, from Block Level
Officers (BLOs) and Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs) to
Assistant Electoral Registration
Officers (AEROs), and supervi-
sors who will undertake the
enumeration on the ground; and
conducting their training,

Also mentioned in the order
was the direction to publish the
2002 electoral rolls online.

As part of the exercise, the
West Bengal Chief Election
Officer began training its Booth
Level Officers for the enumera-
tion exercise Saturday.

But Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has opposed the exer-
cise, saying Monday that her
party “won’t allow SIR in West
Bengal”.

She also accused the Election

TIMELINETO ACT ONBILLS

Supreme Court to begin hearing
President reference from Aug 19

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court will start
hearing on August 19 the refer-
ence made to it by President
Droupadi Murmu under Article
143 of the Constitution, follow-
ing the apex court’s verdict on
setting timelines for the
President and governors to acton
Bills passed by state Assemblies.

Fixing the timeline for the
hearing, a five-judge constitu-
tion bench of Chief Justice of
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India BR Gavai and Justices Surya
Kant, Vikram Nath, P S
Narasimha and A S Chandurkar
asked the parties to file submis-
sions on or before August 12.

The bench said that it will
first hear the parties on the ques-
tion of maintainability of the ref-
erence. Kerala and Tamil Nadu
have opposed the reference and
have urged the court to return
the reference.

“We will hear parties on
maintainability first. The ones
opposing shall be heard on 19, 20,
21 and 26 August. Supporting the

Commission of acting on direc-
tions from the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic
Alliance at the Centre.

“They (EC) are finalising the
voters’ list, while sitting in
Gujarat... The BJP’'sagency (EC)is
doing this. .. They have already set
up detention camps in Haryana
and Assam... We want to say: Jo
humse takrayega, choor choor ho
jaayega’(Those who mess with us
will be shattered),” she said.

However, Leader of
Opposition and BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari has supported
the move. "No Rohingya or
Bangladeshi Muslim illegal im-
migrant, however, will be al-
lowed to have their names in the
electoral rolls in the state,”
Adhikari said.

The electoral roll revision ex-
ercise in Bihar has been at the
centre of a row, with Opposition
parties claiming that the require-
ment that voters enrolled after
2003 produce multiple docu-
ments to stay on the rolls could
potentially disenfranchise mil-
lions of voters and has spurred
legal challenges in the SC.

Unlike the Bihar exercise, the
qualifying date for pan-Indian
exercise has been kept as
January 1,2026.

reference will be heard on August
20, Sept 2, 3 and 9. Time sched-
ule will be strictly followed. Let
parties complete arguments as
prescribed,” the court said.

In the reference, President
Murmu has posed 14 questions
over the top court’s April 8 verdict
in which it set a timeline for gov-
ernors to acton pending Bills,and
for the first time, prescribed that
the President should decide on
the Bills, reserved for considera-
tion by the governor, within three
months from the date on which
such reference is received.

LED IN MANDI FLASH FLOODS

Operations underway in Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi town on Tuesday after flash floods the
previous night. The floods, triggered by a cloudburst, killed three people, buried more than a
dozen vehicles and inundated several houses. One person is missing. PTI

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

INITS first official outreach to the
new dispensation in Syria since
the fall of the Assad regime last
year, India has sent a senior offi-
cial to Damascus to meet with
ministers in the transitional gov-
ernment led by Ahmed Hussein
al-Sharaa.

AnIndiandelegationled by M
Suresh Kumar, Joint Secretary in
charge of West Asia and North
AfricaDepartment at the Ministry
of External Affairs, met Syrian
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates, Asaad Al-Shaibanion
Monday, according to Syrian news
agency SANA. Kumar was earlier
India’s charge d'affaires at the
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad, Pakistan.

“Talks during the meeting
dealt withissues of mutual con-
cern and ways of enhancing rela-
tions between the two countries
in the interests of both peoples,”
SANA reported, quoting a Syrian
Foreign ministry statement.

The Indian delegation also
held discussions with Syrian
Health Minister Musab Al-Alion
Monday.

Sources said the focus of the
dialogue was on enhancing col-

Syria’s
interim
President
Ahmad
al-Sharaa

laboration in health care, partic-
ularly in “pharmaceutical manu-
facturing and medical training”.

Both sides also deliberated
on the implementation of a
“scholarship program for Syrian
students” and the development
of a “specialised engineering co-
operation initiative tailored for
Syrian government employees”.

According to SANA, Al-Ali em-
phasised Syria's keenness to build
alasting partnership withIndiain
the pharmaceutical and health-
care sectors and noted it would
strengthen the country's national
health system and improve the
availability of essential medicines.

Kumar reaffirmed New
Delhi's commitment to support
Syria through funding spe-
cialised training programs for
Syrian professionals. He also said
India would continue coordinat-
ing the training of Syrian doctors
at Indian institutions while fos-
tering deeper collaboration in
nursing, pharmaceuticals and
drug exports.

Clash in TN village:
Dalit man attacked
with machete, teen
shot in ‘police firing’

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY 29

A17-YEAR-OLD boy from a dom-
inant caste community was al-
legedly shot and injured by police
in Tamil Nadu’s Tirunelveli district
early Tuesday morning, following
a violent caste altercation in the
village of Pappakudi. The teenager,
wielding amachete, had allegedly
attacked a Dalit youth and later
turned on the police officers who
arrived to intervene.

The incident, which occurred
around 1.30 am, allegedly un-
folded with an attempted ma-
chete assault on Sakthi, a 22-
year-old Dalit youth from Rastha
near Pappakudi. According to a
senior police officer who visited
the village on Tuesday morning,
the attacker and his associate—
both minors from the Thevar
community, categorised as Most
Backward Class (MBC)—were al-
ready facing criminal cases. The
motive for the assaultis believed
to be rooted in simmering caste
tensions between local groups.

Astheincident escalated, the
Pappakudi police responded to
acalland reached the scene. But
rather than fleeing, the teenagers
reportedly turned their ma-
chetes toward the officers.

The armed teens allegedly
chased the officers through the vil-
lage and injured one. According to
police, one officer, Sub-Inspector
Murugan, sought shelter in a

nearby house. As the residents
locked the door behind him, the
attackersallegedly struck the door
repeatedly with their weapons.

“Fearing for his life, the offi-
cer opened fire to disperse the
assailants,” the officer told The
Indian Express. “Two rounds
were fired. One bullet struck the
attacker’s hand, but did not pen-
etrate deeply.”

The injured teen and the Dalit
victim were rushed to Tirunelveli
Medical College Hospital. The po-
lice officer who sustained injuries
is undergoing treatment. All
three remain hospitalised.

According to police inquiry,
there was a tense atmosphere in
Pappakudi prior to the incident,
with a minor scuffle earlier that
night between members of two
caste groups. While most dis-
persed upon seeing the police,
the two teens, belonging to the
politically influential community
—armed and apparently seeking
revenge—allegedly stayed back
and escalated the situation.

The officer said the swift deci-
sion to open fire was made to pre-
vent further violence. “The boy
chased the police with a sickle. We
tried to manage the situation, but
when the officers were also at-
tacked, they were forced to actin
self-defense,” he said.

Police have launched a man-
hunt for the second teen who
fled the scene. A case has been
registered against both minors
for attempted murder.
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India had strong and robust
ties with the Assad regime — led
primarily by Hafez al-Assad and
then his son Bashar al-Assad —
for more than five decades until
last December, when al-Sharaa
led arebel coalition to overthrow
the Bashar al-Assad regime and
took over as the country’s leader.

According to officials, India
has been monitoring the situa-
tion after the departure of Bashar
al-Assad on 8 December 2024.1n
the immediate aftermath of the
political change in Syria, India
carried out the evacuation of 77
Indian nationals from Syria on
10-11 December 2024.

On December 9, India had
called for a “peaceful and inclu-
sive Syrian-led political process”
which respects the interests and
aspirations of all sections of
Syrian society. It was India’s first
statement since Bashar al-
Assad’s fall.

“We hope that the new con-
stitution, due to be drafted, takes
into account the interests of all
the sections of the Syrian soci-
ety,” an Indian official said.

Syria adopted a new interim
constitution on March 13. The
country is expected to hold its
first parliamentary election un-
der the al-Sharaa administration
in September.

SC Collegium
picks names
for judgeship
in six HCs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court collegium
has recommended the appoint-
ment of several advocates and
judicial officers for judgeship in
six High Courts, including Delhi,
Bombay, Calcutta and Karnataka.

The three-member collegium
meeting headed by Chief Justice
B R Gavai on Monday approved
the proposal for appointment of
judicial officer Vimal Kumar Yadav
asajudge of the Delhi HC. The col-
legium, also comprising Justices
Surya Kant and Vikram Nath, ap-
proved the proposal for appoint-
ment of three advocates — Ajit
Bhagwanrao Kadethankar, Aarti
Arun Sathe and Sushil Manohar
Ghodeswar — as judges of the
Bombay HC. It approved the pro-
posal for appointment of
Additional Judge of Karnataka
High Court Justice Gurusiddaiah
Basavaraja as permanent judge.

The collegium resolved to ap-
prove the proposal for appoint-
ment of the two additional
judges — Justices Partha Sarathi
Sen and Apurba Sinha Ray — as
permanent judges in Calcutta HC.
The collegium also approved the
proposal for appointment of ad-
ditional judge Justice Ravindra
Kumar Agrawal as permanent
judge in the Chhattisgarh HC.

For Andhra Pradesh HC, the
Collegium resolved to approve
the proposal for appointment of
Justices Harinath Nunepally,
Kiranmayee Mandava, Sumathi
Jagadam and Nyapathy Vijay as
permanent judges.

Jay and Veeru, inseparable lion 103 days, 293 camera traps, 4,011 images — how
duo from Gir, dle WekS apart  Kaziranga reserve counted its tiger population

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 29

THEIR FRIENDSHIP was the stuff
of legend. Perhaps that is why
they were named Jay and Veeru
after the iconic duo from 1975
blockbuster Sholay.

For years, the two adult lions
had been the pride of Gir National
Park in Gujarat. Earlier this year,
even Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called on the inseparable
pair during his visit to Gir.

But over a month ago, when
they were not in each other's
company, Jay and Veeru sus-
tained serious injuries in separate
territorial fights. While Veeru died
on June 11, a few days after sus-
taining the wounds, Jay suc-
cumbed toits injuries on Tuesday.

Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest and Chief
Wildlife Warden of Gujarat Jaipal
Singh said the two lions used to
lead the same pride of big cats.

" RS MP Parimal Nathwani

The lions sustained serious injuries in separate territorial
fights. While Veeru died on June 11, Jay died on Tuesday

“Veeru had sustained very seri-
ous injuries and he died a few
days after that. Whereas, Jay died
today. The two were rescued and
we made alot of attempts to save
them but could not succeed,”
Singh said on Tuesday.

Deputy Conservator of Forest,
Wildlife Division (Sasan-Gir),
Mohan Ram said that the two

were prime adult males who
used toaccompany around 15 fe-
male lions. “Their area was very
big, (spanning) from tourism
zone to non-tourism zone and
from grassland to woodland and
even fringe areas. They sustained
injuries in territorial fights (with
other lions) while they were not
together,” he said.

Survey finds 148 tigers in reserve, which now has third-highest density

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JULY 29

KAZIRANGA TIGER Reserve has
the third-highest density of
tigers in the world, the first large-
scale assessment of the big cat’s
population there has revealed.
Officials say the reserve has an
estimated 18.65 tigers per 100
square kilometres.

OnTuesday, officials released
asummary report for 2024 titled
‘Status of Tigers in the Kaziranga
Tiger Reserve’, with the findings
of a Phase IV tiger monitoring
initiative across Eastern Assam,
Nagaon, and Biswanath Wildlife
Divisions. This was done at the
direction of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority.

The survey documented 148
tigers in the reserve, up from 104
recordedin2022,99in 2018 and

Join FREE Whatsapp

The reserve had recorded 104 tigers in 2022,99 in 2018
and 96 in 2014. Express

annel chat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvw

the first time. “This growth is par-
ticularly notable due to the first-
time sampling of the Biswanath
Wildlife Division, where 27
newly recorded tigers have con-
tributed to the overall increase.
In the core Eastern Assam
Wildlife Division, the population
grew from 104 in 2022 to 115 in
2024, while the Nagaon Wildlife
Division maintained a stable
count of six tigers,” it states.

The survey was conducted
over 103 days using 293 paired
camera traps across 1307.49
square kilometres, which
yielded 4,011 tiger images in 242
locations. The report states that

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy9&héaight-flank stripes of the an-

96 in 2014. Reserve director
Sonali Ghosh said these findings
show that Kaziranga has the
third-highest density of tigers in
the world, after Corbett Tiger
Reserve in Uttarakhand and

Bandipur Tiger Reserve in
Karnataka.

The report attributes the in-
creased count of tigers to the
Biswanath Wildlife Division be-
ing included in the sampling for

imals in these images were used
to identify 148 adult tigers - 83
females, 55 males, and 10 with
undetermined gender.

“The park's diverse ecosys-
tems, including Eastern wet allu-

of the big cats in the world

b3Agy98nValQ
vial grasslands, semi-evergreen
forests, tropical moist mixed de-
ciduous forests, and wetlands,
provide an ideal habitat for tiger
and megaherbivores. The conser-
vation status of tigers in Kaziranga
has been strengthened through
rigorous protection measures, in-
cluding anti-poaching efforts,
habitat restoration, and commu-
nity-based conservation initia-
tives,” states the report.
“Despite these successes,
Kaziranga’s tiger population faces
persistent challenges, including
habitat fragmentation, human-
wildlife conflict,and the pressures
of agricultural expansion and in-
frastructure development around
the tiger reserve. The impacts of
climate change further compli-
cate conservation efforts, necessi-
tating adaptive management
strategies to ensure long-term
population viability,” it states.
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY
AND MINING ITANAGAR

NO.DGM-13019/4/2023/1739-44

Dated Itanagar, 21st July 2025

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Department of Geology & Mining Government of Arunachal Pradesh
invites single bid system sealed quotation (rates) for competitive bidding
from the company, authorized dealer, manufacture for the supply of the
following equipments.

S/No|Name of Items

Quantity

Estimated amount in Lakh (INR)
04 Nos | '

| GIS Software Rs 52,00,000/-

The following are the Terms & Condition of the tender invited:

1. The company, manufacture, authorized dealer and consortium are only
eligible to participate and the bidder should enclose the supporting
documents.

2. The bidder should have valid trade license and enclosed copy.

3. The bidder should enclose copy of GST registration and last quarter
GST retum.

4. The bidder should be an ISO certified firm or authorized business
partner of an ISO certified firm.

5. Earnest money @ 1% for APST and 2% for Non-APST firm of the
estimated value to be deposited in the form of the Demand Draft in
favour of Director, Deptt of Geology & Mining Govt of Arunachal
Pradesh Itanagar.

6. The price quoted should be inclusive of GST and other taxes.

7. 3% of the total value should be deposited as performance guarantee by
the successful bidder which shall be refunded after 6 six on satisfactory
performance of the goods supplied.

8. The successful bidder should supply the goods exactly as per the
specification and any deviation will be liable for rejection of goods.

9. Application GST/Income Tax and 1.5% contingency charges are
deducted from the bill.

10. The payment shall be release in two installments upon delivery of the
items and successful demonstration and completion of a test run.

11. The successful bidder should supply the goods within 30 days from the
date of issue of the supply order failing which entire amount of
performance guarantee will be forfeited.

12. For any other information/clarification, please contact Director,
Department of Geology & Mining Itanagar.

13. Preference will be given to those firms having experience of doing
similar nature of works/project.

14. All disputes are subject to Itanagar Capital Complex jurisdiction.

15. The department reserves the right to reject any or all the quotations

without assigning any reason thereof.
The tender complete in all respect should reach the office of the
undersigned within 1400 hours of 12th August 2025 and will be opened

in the same day at 1500 hours.

Sd/-
(A.K Singh) IAS

‘If there’s a chance to move out, people
are taking it’: Year after landslides, life
is at a standstill in Wayanad villages

SHAJUPHILIP
CHOORALMALA, JULY 29

ONCE BUSTLING with tourists
and tea estate workers,
Chooralmala in Kerala’s
Wayanad district is now a deso-
late town that stands as a grim
reminder of the devastating
landslides of July 30, 2024.

The tragedy claimed 298
lives, left 750-odd families home-
less, and washed away proper-
tiesand possessions built up over
generations. Chooralmala was
among the worst hit.

Ayear on fromthe landslides,
fair price shop licensee N Manoj
says life in the area has nearly
come to a standstill. “This shop,
catering to Chooralmala and
Attamala villages, had 900 ration
cardholders. After the tragedy, the
number of cardholders who turn
up has reduced to 290. Another
shop in the city for Mundakkai
and Puthumala villages had 1,200
cardholders, but now that figure
has gone down to 320,” he says.

Many survivors of the tragedy
are scattered in different placesin
Wayanad and beyond. “They will
not return as many of them will
getrehabilitated in the upcoming
township (22 km away, in
Kalpetta municipality). Even those
staying in areas designated as safe
zones want to leave. If there is a
chance to leave, people are ready
to take it. And there is nobody to
buy land here,” says Manoj, who
is also the leader of an action
council for rehabilitation.

None of the shops and estab-
lishments destroyed in the
tragedy have beenrepaired or re-
opened, with many parts of
Chooralmala coming undera “no-
gozone” as per the recommenda-
tions of an expert committee that
looked into how safe these areas
were after the landslides.

Many affected traders have

The town of Chooralmala, largely deserted after last year's
tragedy. Shaju Philip

taken their ventures elsewhere
in the district after their associa-
tions extended financial support.
A Bailey bridge erected by the
Army in place of a destroyed
concrete bridge is used only for
transporting estate workers
across the Punnapuzha river to
Mundakkai and Attamala.
Barely 3 kilometres upstream
is Mundakkai village, which once
had resorts, tea estates and vari-
ous spice plantations. After the
landslides, it remains completely
empty, as nobody is allowed to
stay in the hills, which were also
declared as no-go zones. Farmers
and estate workers have to reg-
ister their names with a police
outpost at Chooralmala every
day, as the presence of outsiders
is strictly regulated in the area.
When night descends, wildlife
takes over the hills, which was
once spotted with houses.
Chamakkattu Prasanthan, an
estate worker, travels 13 km to
Chooralmala daily for work. “This
month, I gotonly 13 days of work
at the estate. Due to the red alert
(declared earlier this month in
the wake of intense rains), on
most days we were not allowed
to go to the estates,” he says.
Prasanthan, who lived in the

Secretary (G&M) Govt. of A. P.

DIPR/ARN/0066-68

: Itanagar
Dated Itanagar, July 2025
NO. DGM-13019/4/2023

ONE STATION ONE PRODUCT

Applications are invited under scheme of
'‘One Station One Product’ for setting up:

A. Total Ten (10) Stall at: Delhi, Delhi Cantt., Delhi, Shahdara,

Subzi Mandi, Palwal, Meerut Cantt., Meerut City, Panipat,
Gurgaon & Kurukshetra Stations.

Total Thirty Five (35) Trolley at: Anand Vihar Terminal,
Jind, Jakhal, Tohana, Mansa, Narwana, Badli, Ballabhgarh,
Delhi Kishanganj, Decoband, Marela, Okhla, Palam, Sakoti
tanda, Shamli, Tapri, Tughlakabad, Faridabad, Baghpat
Road, Baraut, Delhi Sarai Rohilla, Faridabad Mew Town,
Khekra, Mangloi, Khatauli, Muradnagar, Noli, Partapur,
Shakurbasti, Julana, Sampla, Delhi Safdarjung, Shivaji
Bridge, Tilak Bridge & Modinagar Stations.

The period for setting up of stall at Kurukshetra, Subzi
Mandi, Palwal, Gurgaon & Meerut Cantl. stations per spell
will be 90 days.

The period for setting up of Trolley at stations mentioned in
(B) above will be 30 days perspell.

Registration fee for NSG 1, 2, 3 & 4 stations will be charged

(@ rate of Rs. 2000 for each spell of thirty days and for NSG

5 (Delhi Kishanganj, Deoband, Badli, Okhla, Shamli, Tapri,

Jind, Jakhal, Tohana, Mansa, Narwana, Baghpat Road,

Khekra, Mangloi, Muradnagar, Khatauli, Meerut Cantt.,

Julana, Sampla, Shivaji Bridge, Tilak Bridge & Defhi

Safdarjung) & NSG 6 (Partapur & Sakoti Tanda)

registration fee will be charged @ rate of Rs. 1000 for each

spell of thirty days.

The following are the eligibility criteria for participant viz.

a) Holder of Artisans/Weaver ID card issued by
Development Commissioner Handicraft, Development
Commissioner Handloom, or by the requisite state/
Central Government Authority.

b) Individual artisans/weavers/craftsmen enrolled/
registered with Tribal Cooperative Marketing
Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED)Y
Mational Handloom Development Corporation (NHDC)/
Khadi/ Village Industries Commission (KVIC)/
associated with Social Organizations, State Govt bodies
and associated with registered micro enterprises on the
Udyam Portal of the Ministry of MSME and NGOs etc.

c) Self Help Groups registered with PMEGP (Prime
Minister's Employment Generation Programme).
d) Marginalized or weaker seclions of society,
e) Noseparate logo shall be allowed.
The applicant will have to submit an undertaking to the
Station Superintendent indicating that no activity would be
undertaken to adversely affect the train operations,
passenger safety and image of the Railways.
Applications should be addressed and can be submitted to
Station Superintendent at station by the applicant fill
15:00 hrs of 08.08.2025, which will be opened on same day.
Station Supenntendent will make priority roster of all
approved participants and priority will be established
through a draw of lots conducted at the station in the
presence of all approved applicants by the Station
Manager/Sectional CMI and nominated Finance
representative.
The One Station One Product scheme shall be governed by
Railway Board's Commercial Circular No, 12 of 2022 and
09 of 2023 respectively available at website:
www.indianrailways.gov.in & URL: https://
indianrailways.gov.infrailwayboard/uploads/
directorate/traffic.comm/Comm_Cir_2022/0S0OP%20P
olicy.pdf https://indianrailways.gov.in/railwayboard/
uploads/directoratel/traffic.comm/Comm_Cir
2023/CC%20%2009%2001%202023.pdf
For any queries applicant may contact
Supernntendent or CMI of the respective stations,

Station
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estate quarters, had lost his
brother and nephew in the land-
slides. His residence and a nearby
dairy farm were completely
washed away by the landslide.
“Before the tragedy, there were
around 300 estate workers living
in this area. Now, the number has
come down to less than 100. The
teafactory near Chooralmala has
notopened yet as workers are not
allowed to live near the factory.
The uncertainty over daily work
and haunting memories of the
tragedy had forced many to aban-
donwork or seek jobs in other es-
tate divisions. Many workers,
who had once led a rather pros-
perous life, are now eking out a
living by doing odd jobs,” he says.

Among the worst affected
are 300-odd small-scale farmers
in the region, who together llost
340 hectares of agricultural land
was destroyed by the landslides.
Many tracts of farmland are also
in the no-go zone. The region
also used to produce around 500
litres of milk a day. Now, the daily
procurement is only around 200
litres.

R Madaswami, who owned
an acre of land, is now living at
temporary premises 24 km
away from the village. “l used to

get Rs4-5 lakh income from cul-
tivating spices. Now, [ am surviv-
ing on the daily relief of Rs 300
given to persons affected by the
landslides. I have to feed my
four-member family. The land-
slides left my farmland in rub-
ble,” he says. “While I will get a
house in the proposed new
township, how will farmers like
me live without any source of in-
come?” he asks.

The tragedy has also left K
Annayyan, who was a prosper-
ous farmer with 2 acres of land
in Chooralmala, reliant on a
small income from plying an
auto-rickshaw, which was do-
nated by a charity organisation.
“For the loss of 2 acres of land,
the Agricultural Department
gave me a meagre compensation
of Rs 37,000. We have to be al-
lowed to cultivate our land. Let
the government take it over af-
ter giving due compensation,” he
says.

Meppadi Forest Range
Officer B S Jayachandran says
farmers who continue to work
in the affected villages are hav-
ing a tough time as attacks from
wild animals have intensified af-
ter the landslides. “Unattended
portions of estates and farm-
lands have turned into a haven
for wild animals, especially ele-
phants,” he says.

Mundakkai and Attamala vil-
lages contained 20 resorts, many
of them with investment from
local residents. These resorts
have not resumed operations af-
ter the landslides. “The invest-
ment locked in the projects is
around Rs 70 crore. We have
been demanding that the gov-
ernment allow resorts to take in
tourists. Adverse weather in the
region is a major villain. A turn-
around for the region s difficult,
but if resorts are open, we will
get a breather,” said panchayat
member C K Noorudheen.

Indian-origin pilot arrested in US on
charges of sex crimes against child

Madras HC judge in
news for courtroom
drama recounts case
with spiritual twist

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY 29

JUSTICE G R Swaminathan of the
Madras High Court, who is in
news for calling a lawyer a “cow-
ard” and “comedy piece” in court
foraccusing him of caste bias, last
week offered a spiritual twist on
jurisprudence — by recounting
how he once helped acquitaman
who confessed to a fatal accident,
and saw it as proof that “the Vedas
protect those who protect them.”

He was speaking at the 17th
Annual Talent Parade of Vedic
Scholars, held at Krishnaswamy
Hall, last week. A video of the
event, organised by Om
Charitable Trust, has surfaced.

Narratinga story from his days
as a practicing lawyer, which
“changed my entire perspective
onlife”, Justice Swaminathansaid,
“A Sastrigal friend of mine, who
studied the Vedas for seven years
and has been living strictly as per
Vedicvalues,came tomeet me.He
came with another friend,and my
friend Sastrigal had tears in his
eyes, unable to speak.” In Tamil,
"Sastrigal" is used as a surname or
title for individuals recognised for
their knowledge of the scriptures,
particularly the Shastras.

He told the audience that he
asked them to speak freely, liken-
ing the confidentiality between
lawyer and client to that of doctor
and patient. “As his friend wasn't
able to open up, the other man
started explaining. He said
Sastrigal had been convicted and
sentenced to 18 months.Icouldn’t
believe it. For someone who lives
as per Vedic values, how could this
happen?”

According to the judge, the in-
cident unfolded when the
Sastrigal’s sister, visiting from the

US, wanted to see some temples.
She drove the car,and at one point,
itlost control and hitaman stand-
ing nearateashop. “The mandied
on the spot,” he said.

As his sister had to return to
the US the following week, the
Sastrigal reportedly went to the
police station and confessed. “He
told the police, Iwas the one driv-
ing, careless. had thelicence.’ He
took the entire blame upon him-
self. The FIR was registered
against him, the chargesheet filed,
and the case went to court.”

“He used to go to the courtin
full traditional attire... Normally, in
such cases, six months’imprison-
ment is the maximum. But he got
18 months,” Swaminathan said.

“In cases where the punish-
ment is less than three years,
you're not sent to jail immedi-
ately. You can go on appeal and
only serve time based on the
outcome,” he said. “So I asked
him why he didn’t approach me
before the conviction. He said he
was embarrassed.”

He then recounted how he re-
assured his friend, calling his act
“acourageous decision to take the
entire blame to save his sister
from trouble.”

With that singular point — ab-
sence of eyewitnessidentification
- he said he took up the case, and
argued it in the appellate court.
“By luck or fate, the judge who
heard the appeal happened to be
my classmate. ‘How was this man
convicted when there is no evi-
dence onwhodrove the car?’ was
the question. And the conviction
was overturned. My friend
Sastrigal was acquitted.”

Itwas then, he said, thatare-
alisation struck. “That day, I un-
derstood the saying: ‘If you pro-
tect the Vedas, the Vedas will
protect you.” he said.

ED nod to release
property after Pune
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New York: An Indian-origin pilot
was held on charges of sex
crimes against a child, shortly af-
ter his flight landed at San
Francisco International Airport,
US authorities said.

Rustom Bhagwagar, 34, a
Delta airline pilot, was arrested
on July 26, officials said in a state-
ment on Monday.

The County Office said it had
been investigating since April
2025 after receiving a report of
sex crimes against a child,and an
arrest warrant was later secured.

Bhagwagar was booked into
the Martinez Detention Facility
on five counts of oral copulation
with a child under 10 years of
age.Heisbeing held inlieu of $5

million bail, the statement said.

A report in KTVU.com said
that a female has alleged that
while Bhagwagar was dating
her mother, he “sexually abused
her from the ages of six until
elevenyears old. The girl alleges
her mother knew about the
abuse because she was present
for some of the sexual acts. PTI

realtor’s discharge
in PMLA case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
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A PROPERTY belonging to Pune-based builder Avinash
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Bhosale is likely to be released soon as the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has made a request regarding the same
to the government after the builder was discharged by
a Special Court in Mumbai in December 2022.

The said property was attached in an alleged money
laundering case.

The ED Mumbai Zone-2 office on June 12 this year
wrote to the Inspector General of Registration and
Controller of Stamps, Pune, requesting the government
department to release the seized property in the case
related to ARA Properties and Avinash Bhosale.

The said property, Plot 2, Yashwant Ghadge Nagar
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HC rejects Pune
teacher’s plea
against FIR for
posts on PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 29

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a plea by a
46-year-old teacher from Pune,
seeking quashing of FIR for al-
legedly posting objectionable
messages ona WhatsApp group
against the Prime Minister and
the country after the armed
forces carried out ‘Operation
Sindoor’ in May this year.

The court held that contents
of FIR and material on record
“constitute the ingredients of the
alleged offences” and the plea
with ‘no merit’ deserved to be
dismissed.

In doing so, the Bombay HC
said it was in “agreement with
the view” taken in the July 2 or-
der of Allahabad HC that rejected
bail plea of a man booked for ob-
jectionable posts against PM and
armed forces.

The HC reiterated, “it has be-
come a fashion among certain
groups of people to misuse social
media in the garb of freedom of
speech and expression by mak-
ing baseless allegations against
high dignitaries, posting such
material that creates hatred and
disharmony among the people.”

Nuns held in Chhattisgarh on conversion,
trafficking charges find support in Kerala

SHAJUPHILIP

& JAYPRAKASHSNAIDU
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DURG, JULY 29

APHARMACIST fromadeeply de-
vout family and a nurse who spent
several years in North India —
these were the two nuns from the
Kerala-based Syro-Malabar
Churchwho were arrested follow-
ing allegations of religious conver-
sion and human trafficking in
Chhattisgarh earlier this week.

Preethi Mary and Vandana
Francis, as well asamanidentified
as Sukaman Mandavi, were ar-
rested by the Government
Railway Police at Chhattisgarh’s
Durg Railway Station on Tuesday.
According to an FIR registered on
the basis of acomplaint by alocal
man, they allegedly forcefully con-
verted three women and traf-
ficked them from Chhattisgarh’s
Narayanpur district. However, the
families of the three women have
denied claims that they were traf-
ficked.

The arrest of the nuns has
since snowballed into a major po-
litical flashpoint.

The nuns belong to the Assisi
Sisters of Mary Immaculate
(Green Gardens), headquartered
at Cherthala in Alappuzha. While

Preethi is originally from Elavoor
in Kerala’s Ernakulam district,
Vandanais fromUdayagiri village
inKannur.

Both nuns have siblings in the
Church —Vandana’s sisterisanun
inthe same congregation and her
brotheris a Catholic priest abroad.
Preethi’s sister, too, is a nun.

Nithya Francis, the Bhopal-
based Madhya Pradesh provincial
general of Assisi Sisters of Mary
Immaculate, told The Indian
Express that the congregation had
never faced this before. Preethi is
diabetic,and Nithya met herinjail
to ensure she had her medicines.

The three women had been
heading to Agra to work at a con-
vent there,and the nuns had gone
to receive them at the Durg
Railway station, Nithya said. “A
woman who had earlier worked
atour convent had suggested that
the women take up employment
there. They were eager to getajob,
and it was only with the permis-
sion of their parents that we of-
fered them the job,” she said.

Although she had been work-
ing in the north for years, Preethi
had" never faced anything like this
said. "However durmg arecent
visit, she told us that the situation
was changing and that they can-
not freely move outside in their

habit,” she said.

The FIR in the case books all
three suspects — the two nuns
and the man — under the
Chhattisgarh Religious Freedom
Act and the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act. The arrests and
the case have drawn protests. On
Tuesday, Christian organisations
from Durg, Bhilai and Raipur gath-
ered at a local court during a bail
hearing of the three suspects to
protest the arrest.

“Some people are trying to
giveita political colour, but weall
justwant toensure they are out of
jail as soon as possible,” Nitin
Lawrence, a Christian leader and
the secretary of the Diocese of
Chhattisgarh, told The Indian
Express at the court.

According to the suspects’
lawyer Tamaskar Tondon, the ar-
rests were made “without a pre-
liminary inquiry”.

“The FIR registered by the GRP
in Durg is based on a mere suspi-
cion. The three women were all
adults, and their family had con-
sented to their going away for
work,” Tandon said, alleging that
the arrests were “done under
pressure”.

Christian organisations have
alleged that the suspects were as-
saulted by right-wing groups
while in police custody. Some

Jharkhand man killed in Niger: Family seeks
‘dignity’ as firm, contractor accuse each other

SHUBHAMTIGGA
RANCHIJULY 29

AROUND 15 days after the terror
attack at a project site in Niger
thatleft two Indian workers dead,
the body of Ganesh Karmali, a
resident of Jharkhand’s Bokaro
district, reached his village Sun-
day. The family, however, raised
concerns over alleged disparity in
compensation from his employer.

Ganesh Karmali, 35, who was
from Jharkhand, and Krishna
Gupta from Uttar Pradesh were
killed in the July 9 attack at a
World Bank-funded site man-
aged by Transrail Lighting Ltd, an
India-based company undertak-
ing power transmission projects

abroad. Another man from J&K,
who served as the company’s
safety manager, was abducted.
Ganesh’s daughter, Sapna
Kumari, said that while Krishna’s
body was repatriated earlier and
his family reportedly received 327
lakhin compensation, her family
was promised only 310 lakh.
Ganesh'’s wife, Yashoda Devi,
told The Indian Express, “If both
were killed in the same attack
and worked at the same site, why
are we being treated differently?
My husband had told me that the
company owed him 40 lakh.”
A company representative,
Mannar Ansar, said it did not di-
rectly employ Ganesh and he was
employed by a subcontractor.
“We helped repatriate his body

purely on humanitarian grounds
after a request from the Indian
embassy,” Ansar said. “He was
not our employee. Krishna was,
and he has been compensated
under company policy with all
applicable benefits, including in-
surance and gratuity.”

Ansar said the 10 lakh given
to Ganesh’s family came from the
subcontractor working under
them, not from the parent com-
pany managing the Niger project.

The subcontractor, LK Swamy,
claimed Transrail officials verbally
urged him not to escalate the is-
sue. “They told me not to file any
complaints...'mjustasmall-time
labour contractor,” he said.

Swamy said that so far, he
had paid the family around 33

Former diplomat Navtej Sarna
is guest at Explamed Live today

Sexplained.Live

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

ISRAEL'S MILITARY offensive on
the Gaza Strip has killed at least
60,000 Palestinians since Octo-
ber 7, 2023, when 1200 Israelis
were killed and 250 were taken
hostage by Hamas militants.

The conflict expanded be-
tween Israel and Iran, as Israel
and the US struck Iranian cities
that housed nuclear facilities and
military bases. Iran too struck
back onIsrael’s oil refineries, mil-
itary bases and cities. This has
triggered unprecedented tur-
moil and crisis in the region.

As the situation is complex,
there are many questions: Has
Israel established dominance
over Iran? Is there a possibility of
aregime change in Iran? Has
Israeli PM Netanyahu over-
reached? Will President Trump
bring peace to the Middle East?
What does the Israel-Iran con-
flict mean for India? What hap-
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pens to the humanitarian situa-
tion in Gaza?

To answer these questions
and more, join Explained.live
with former Indian Ambassador
to Israel, the US and the UK,
Navtej Sarna, who has also
served in Tehran, at 6 pmon July

Residence certificate for
‘Dog Babu’ in Patna: Circle
Office assistant arrested

HIMANSHUHARSH
PATNA, JULY 29

AN EMPLOYEE at the Masaurhi
Circle Office in Patna district was
arrested on Tuesday for allegedly
generating a residence certificate
in the name of “Dog Babu” using
official government systems and
then circulating an image of it
that went viral.

The accused, identified as
Mintu Kumar Nirala, worked as
an executive assistant responsi-
ble for issuing certificates under
the RTPS (Right to Public Servi-
ces) portal.

The arrest followed a detailed
on-site probe conducted Tuesday
by the Patna District Magistrate
and the City SP(East) at the Masa-
urhi Block-cum-Circle Office.
Other senior administrative offi-

cials were also part of the inquiry.
This came after a residence
certificate in the name of a dog,
“Dog Babu”, went viral on social
media. As per the preliminary
probe, areport was submitted on
Monday, which found that the ap-
plication was intentionally filed
with forged documents and with-
out mobile oremail identification.
Officials found logs that al-
legedly confirmed “Nirala himself
uploaded the application from his
designated system”. He had al-
legedly misused documents, such
as Aadhaar and voter IDs belong-
ing to unrelated individuals.
Sources said the accused was
deputed to the Sub-Divisional
Office for the SIR process of the
electoral roll, but he allegedly
went to the Circle Office ahead of
office hours to process certificates
from his computer terminal.

30. He will be in conversation
with Shubhajit Roy, Diplomatic
Editor at The Indian Express.

Sarna joined the Indian
Foreign Service in 1980 and
served as an Indian diplomat for
the next 38 years. His diplomatic
journey included assignments in
places as diverse as Moscow and
Warsaw, Thimphu and Tehran.
He held several critical appoint-
ments — Foreign Office
spokesman, India’s Ambassador
to Israel, High Commissioner to
the UK, Secretary to the
Government of India and India’s
Ambassador to the United States
— till his retirement from diplo-
matic service in 2018.

Pursuing a parallel passion as
a writer, Navtej Sarna has writ-
ten 10 books that explore differ-
ent genres — novels, short sto-
ries, travel, literary essays and
translations.

Explained.Live is a unique se-
ries of explanatory conversa-
tions that The Indian Express
hosts from time to time. Sarna
has been a speaker at the
Explained.Live session in May,
2024.

lakh from his own pocket, in-
cluding 350,000 for the daugh-
ter’'s wedding andX17,000 for fu-
neral related expenses. He said
he had committed to providing a
total of 312 lakh over time.

“The company is now pres-
suring me to take full responsi-
bility, but I didn’t even issue the
visa or ticket, all of that was
arranged by Transrail Lighting
Ltd,” he claimed. He also said all
of Ganesh’s documents, includ-
ing his visa, flight tickets, and
landing permit, mentioned
Transrail's name and address.”

Shikha Lakra, the officer in
charge of the Jharkhand’s Migra-
nt Workers Control Room, con-
firmed that Ganesh worked for
Transrail Lighting Ltd.

videos, purportedly of the attack,
show mobs barging into the Durg
GRP police station, where the sus-
pects had been detained.

Annie Peter,a Congress leader
from Durg, said she had reached
the police station soon after she
learnt about the detention on
Tuesday. "There were alot of peo-
ple that morning. In the evening,
we learnt that an FIR had been
registered. I asked them to allow
me to meet the two nuns. They
were unable to speak,” she said.

Arun Pannalal, president of
the Chhattisgarh Christian Forum,
said they would register a police
complaint “against the people
who are seen screaming, threat-
ening and intimidating the nuns
and the victims (in the videos)”.

Families of the three women
who were allegedly trafficked also
denied these allegations.

“My sister was going with
them to get a job. I was the one
who sent her becausel trust them.
Ihave worked for themin the past
in Lucknow, and so I know it’s a
good job,” the sister of one of these
women said.

The issue has become a major
political flashpoint, not only in
Chhattisgarh, but also in Kerala
and Delhi, where MPs from
Kerala’s ruling Left Democratic
Front (LDF) and Opposition

United Democratic Front (UDF)
held separate protests outside
Parliament on Tuesday.

Former Chhattisgarh CM
Bhupesh Baghel of the Congress
said the arrests were part of “the
politics of polarisation”.

“Our party's general secretary
has written a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Chhattisgarh CM, and we also
raised the issue in Lok Sabha. In
the whole country, minorities are
unsafe. Inwhichever states the BJP
isin power, they target the minori-
ties there for the sake of votes,”
Baghel said ina post on X.

On Wednesday, a delegation
of leaders from Kerala’s Congress-
led United Democratic Front also
visited the nuns at Durg central
jail. The delegation included MPs
Benny Behanan of the Congress,
N K Premachandran of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party and
K Francis George of Kerala
Congress. “We had a long discus-
sion with the nuns. They (nuns)
are innocent and had gone just to
receive the three women at the
railway station,” Premachandran
told reporters after the meeting.

The nuns and the arrested
manremaininjail, while the three
women alleged to have been traf-
ficked have been sent to a shelter
home.

AIIMS Bhubaneswar staffer held
for sexually harassing colleague

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 29

THE ODISHA Police on Tuesday
arrested a staffer of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (Al-
IMS), Bhubaneswar for allegedly
sexually harassing an on-duty
female employee inside the hos-
pital premises.

Police picked up the accused,
identified as nursing officer Nanu
Ram Choudhury, Monday night.
Police sources said based on a
complaint by the woman, a case
was registered under various BNS
sections, including 75, which
deals with sexual harassment.

Sources said, the incident oc-
curred in the early hours of
Monday when the woman was
on night duty. Police said the

Pradhan: States planning
mother tongue-based
foundational education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THERE IS an agreement in the
country over the National Educ-
ation Policy (NEP) 2020 recom-
mendation of teaching in mot-
her tongue in preparatory and
foundational stages, Union Educ-
ation Minister Dharmendra Pra-
dhan said Tuesday.

“Some friends criticise us...
that some states may not like the
NEP. I say that maybe there aren’t
any states thatare notimplement-
ing the NEP because today, in the
country there is agreement... In
the preparatory and foundational
stage, NEPrecommends teaching
in the mother tongue. Today;, all
states, all administrative units are
making their own plans to take
this forward...In the coming days,
the country’s foundational educa-
tion will be mother-tongue
based,” Pradhan said at an Educ-
ation Ministry event to mark five

Union
Education
Minister
Dharmendra
Pradhan

years of NEP 2020.

Pointing to NEP recommen-
dations, Pradhan referred to
early childhood education in
pre-primary classes (‘balvatikas’)
as a “paradigm shift”.

“Another example of a para-
digm shift is the new-age text-
books brought to us by NCERT.
With new approaches,and innew
ways, the NEP has started taking
shape in textbooks,” he said.

On Tuesday, four foreign uni-
versities were given letters of in-
tent from the UGC to set up their
campuses in India.

The total number of foreign
universities with approval under
UGC regulations to set up cam-
puses in India stands at 11.

nursing officer called her at
about 12.30 am and asked her to
meet him at adoctor’s chamber.

When she got there, the ac-
cused allegedly behaved inap-
propriately and made physical
advances. She objected and
managed to move away, follow-
ing which she informed the hos-
pital’s control room, sources said.

The woman has also submit-
ted a complaint to the nursing
superintendent.

Later on Monday, she and
other contractual staffers prote-
sted outside the main entrance,
demanding the immediate arrest
of the accused nursing officer.
They also demanded a safe envi-
ronment forwomen employees.
She then alsolodged a complaint
with the police, who went to the
spot and started a probe.

Afghan national
assaulted, called
‘terrorist’ in
Nagpur; 3 booked

Nagpur: An Afghan national was
allegedly assaulted and sub-
jected to communal abuse Sun-
day in Nagpur. According to an
FIR filed at the Yashodhara po-
lice station in Nagpur, the inci-
dent, which happened on July 27,
involved physical assault, threats
and damage to property. The
Nagpur police registered a case
on Monday morning under var-
ious BNS sections.

The complainant, Fahim Khan
Mohammad Mamatul Mard, 46,
Afghan national, had gone to
Yadav Nagar along with his friend
Namasmeer Khan to inspect a
used refrigerator for purchase.

According to the police com-
plaint, Ajay Suraj Chavan (26),
Rishi Prakash Tambe (20) and a
juvenile assaulted Fahim and his
friend. They also reportedly
hurled stones at Fahim'’s car,
breaking its windows.

The complaint said that Ajay
approached Fahim and allegedly
said, “You are a terrorist. Why
have you come here?” ENS

NISAR set for

ANONNADUTT

& ANJALIMARAR
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU,
JULY 29

IN ONE of its most anticipated
missions in recent years, the
Indian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO) will launch NISAR
(NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar), a sophisticated and ex-
pensive earth observation satel-
lite developed in collaboration
with NASA, from Sriharikota on
Wednesday.

The launch will see India’s
GSLVrocket, for the first time, in-
ject a satellite into a Sun
Synchronous Polar Orbit, an or-
bit in which the satellite will scan
over the same point on Earth at
the same time each day. Usually,
PSLV is utilised for such an orbit,
but NISAR is a heavier satellite,
beyond the capability of a PSLV.

The GSLV launch vehicle has
so far been used to put satellites
only in a geosynchronous trans-
fer orbit, a highly elliptical orbit
thatis used as anintermediary to
easily take satellites to the high
geosynchronous orbits ataround
36,000 km where they move
with the Earth to remain over the
same location every single day.

“This has been a much-antic-
ipated launch,” said ISRO chair-
person DrV Narayanan.

The NISAR satellite is capable
of mapping the Earth during the
day and the night and in any
weather condition. The satellite
will scan the entire globe every
12 days, providing a series of very
detailed images of the Earth’s
surface that can capture changes
even as small as a centimetre.

“Thisis a very advanced satel-

launch today

slightest of the movements on
the Earth’s surface. These obser-
vations can help them in map-
ping changes such as volcanic
hazard orlandslides and prepare
inadvance. Thisisaresultof a col-
laboration that started nearly 10
years ago,” said former ISRO
chairperson K Sivan.

The mission marks the first
hardware collaboration between
the Indian and the US space
agencies, with each providing a
different radar system for the
satellite. NASA’s L-band radar and
ISRO’s S band radar are sensitive
to two different sizes of features
on the Earth as well as two differ-
ent types of attributes such as
moisture content, surface rough-
ness and motion.

The NISAR satellite is meant
to capture detailed information
about various systems on Earth
such as the changing surface and
interior of the planet like magma
and volcano eruptions, the cold
regions with its ice cover, glaciers,
sea ice and permafrost, the ter-
restrial ecosystems like forest
cover, rivers, crop fields as well as
the water. It will provide impor-
tant data to researchers across
the globe for better management
of natural resources, planning for
natural disasters, and impor-
tantly, understanding the effects
and the pace of climate change.

NISAR cannot predict floods or
forest fires but can observe the mi-
nutest of changes and provide risk
assessment analysis.

The 2,392-kg satellite will be
put in a 747-km circular orbit
nearly 19 minutes after launch.
The mission life of the satellite is
five years.

GSLV’s previous launch, ear-
lier this year, had not been en-
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BOOST TO CALAMITY RESPONSE

MONITOR CHANGES IN
SURFACE WATER AND
SOIL MOISTURE:

This data can provide
actionable points to
mitigate or better deal with
occurrences such as
flooding, landslides, crop
failures, droughts, wildfires

EARTHQUAKES:

Data from the satellite can
be used to map fault zones
where an earthquake is
likely to occur. Their long-
term study can also help in
forecasting. Data can also
be used to locate the areas
of damage after a quake

Some of the planned applications of NISAR satellite:

PERMAFROST:

NISAR can observe the
changes to the permafrost
— the frozen sub-surface
layer — that can inform
about the communities
that may be affected

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS:
The data can be used to
monitor volcanic process,
build models of sub-
surface magma movement
before, during and after
eruptions. This will help
develop more realistic
models of active volcanoes,
which are critical for
eruption forecasting

SC stays HC order on
ADM'’s English fluency

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE SUPREME Court Monday
stayed an Uttarakhand High
Court order which asked the State
Election Commissioner and chief
secretary to examine if an officer
of the rank of additional district
magistrate who said that he was
not proficient in speaking English,
can “effectively control” an exec-
utive position.

“Until further order(s), there
shall be a stay of the impugned
judgment and order dated
18.07.2025 passed by the High
Court of Uttarakhand,” abench of
ChiefJustice of India BR Gavaiand
Justices Vinod Chandranand NV

Anjaria said while issuing notice
on the appeal by the state.

Hearing a matter regarding
the validity of the family register
for finalising panchayat electoral
roll entries, the Uttarakhand High
Court questioned the officer, who
responded in Hindi. He was asked
if he knew English, and the offi-
cial said that he can understand
the language when spoken to, but
he cannot speak it. The HC then
directed the State Election
Commissioner and the chief sec-
retary to examine whether an
ADM rank officer, “who claims to
have no knowledge of English or,
in his own words, inability to con-
vey in English, would be ina posi-
tion to effectively control an ex-
ecutive post?”

How W-beam fencing along Mumbai-Gandhinagar route brought

down cattle collisions with Vande Bharat by 81% in three years
=

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, JULY 29

THREE YEARS after incidents of
the Mumbai Central-Gandhi-
nagar Capital Vande Bharat
Express suffering damaged nose
and delayed runs due to collision
with cattle herds raised safety
concerns in high-speed train op-
erations, the Western Railway —
in a first-of-its-kind initiative of
the Indian Railways — installed
W-beam fencing along the 565-
kilometre length of the tracks of
the Vande Bharat route, bringing
down the incidents of Cattle Run
Overs (CRO) by 81%.

Soon afterits launch in Septe-
mber 2022, repeated incidents of
collision of the Mumbai-Gandhi-
nagar Vande Bharat, with images
of the train’s Fiber Reinforced
Polymer (FRP) nose cone dam-
aged surfacing, posed graverisk to

the train operating at high speed.
Besides, they threatened the lives
of cattle grazing along the tracks.

To counter this, the Western
Railway installed the W-beam
fencing — a crash barrier widely
used by the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) —
along the stretch from Mumbai
to Gandhinagar as well as an ad-
ditional 300 kilometers from
Vadodara Junction to Nagda on
the Rajdhani Express route.

From 538 reported cases of
CRO between Virar and Ahme-
dabad in2022-23to 101 casesin
2024-25, and 12 until July 23 in
the current financial year, the
Western Railway was able to
achieve a significant reduction
with continuous fencing on the
Vande Bharat route.

According to records of the
Western Railways, the figure of 12
cattle that died between April 1
and July 23 this year is also lower

The W-beam fencing is also the longest ‘thorough fenced

section’ of the Indian Railways

than the 27 that died in the cor-
responding period last year. Of
these, the maximum cattle
deaths were recorded in the sec-
tions from Virar to Surat and from
Vadodara Junction to Geratpur.
In2022-23, out of the 538 in-
cidents of cattle deaths, 302

were reported between Virar
and Surat while 140 were re-
ported between Vadodara and
Geratpur. The number signifi-
cantly reduced to 48 CROs be-
tween Virar and Surat and 37
cases between Vadodara and
Geratpur in 2024-25. Officials

said that the elevated railway
tracks between Surat and
Vadodara have meant a lower
number of CROs — from 72 in
2022-23 toninein 2024-25 —as
compared to the other sections.
The W-beam fencing is also
the longest “thorough fenced sec-
tion” of the Indian Railways. Chief
Public Relations Officer, Western
Railway Vineet Abhishek said, “In
the initial months, when Vande
Bharat had started, there were in-
cidents of cattle run-overs...
Western Railway, under the guid-
ance of the Railway Board, took
up this initiative in a mission
mode to figure out a solution to
bring down these cases...”
Following the incidents re-
ported during the early run of
the Mumbai-Gandhinagar Van-
de Bharat, the RPFidentified vul-
nerable locations and carried out
awareness and sensitisation
campaigns at all the locations.

In 2022, RPF conducted 1,023
awareness campaigns at vulner-
able locations along with meet-
ings with the sarpanches of all
villages in the vicinity of railway
tracks.

“It was also equally impor-
tant to bring down loss of animal
life and resources for villagers re-
siding near our railway tracks...
As a result, the number of CROs
have come down drastically.Itis
almost negligible as compared
to FY 2022-23,” Abhishek said.

Vivek Kumar Gupta, General
Manager, Western Railway, said,
“However, recent initiatives have
led to a drastic reduction in cat-
tle run-over rates, allowing driv-
ers to operate trains with confi-
dence and safety... This initiative
to fence the entire route has not
only benefited the Railways, but
also these villagers and their live-
stock. As aresult, the initiative is
being widely appreciated by all.”
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CRACKSINIT

TCS layoffs speak of challenges for the sector in times when Al
and automation play an increasingly greater role

N SUNDAY, INDIAN tech giant TCS announced its decision to lay off 2 per

cent of its global workforce — around 12,000 jobs — over the year. Following

this announcement, on Monday, TCS shares fell around 1.6 per cent during

trading. Shares of other IT companies mirrored the decline. While the lay-
offs are being framed in terms of moving towards a “future-ready organisation” through
“skilling and redeployment”, concerns over changes in the operating environment of
tech companies are being raised. While the TCS decision is expected to hit mid- and sen-
ior-level employees the most, the question is whether the layoffs are the beginning of a
larger churn in the Indian IT sector.

The IT sector in India has been a major source of employment, especially so in recent
years. As per a report in this paper, in the big five IT companies — TCS, Infosys, Wipro, HCL
Technologies and Tech Mahindra — employment went up from 11.5 lakh in March 2020 to
15.34 lakh by December 2024 as demand for IT services and digitisation surged post the
pandemic. To put these employment figures in perspective, the Indian Railways employed
more than 12.5 lakh regular employees as of 2023-24. But, these years have also witnessed
two other developments — the advent of Aland Donald Trump’s second term — which are
reshaping the operating environment in unprecedented ways. The rapid adoption of Aland
automation across the world has dramatically altered the business milieu. And not just in
the IT sector, which has been affected, but others as well. Alongside, the economic uncer-
tainty unleashed due to Trump’s policies has impacted firms’ investment and spending de-
cisions. These have raised questions over the future of the Indian IT sector.

Cracks are already appearing in the sector’s business model — a model that has relied
on the country’s educational institutions to churn out software engineers at scale and on
wage arbitrage. The question is, if over the coming years, Al and automation make large
swathes of IT jobs redundant, and the wage arbitrage with other economies reduces,
then, where does India’s competitive advantage lie? Considering that Indian IT firms do
not allocate large sums of money for research and development — for instance, the con-
solidated R&D and innovation expenditure for TCS was Rs 2,630 crore in 2024-25 (around
1 per cent of its turnover), and the standalone R&D spending of Infosys was Rs 850 crore
in2025 (0.62 per cent of its revenue) — will firms be able to move up the value chain? And
with companies drawing up plans for a future where Al and automation play an increas-
ingly large role, will the business model of IT companies change, and what will be the
impact of these changes on the labour market in India? The IT sector will need to navi-
gate these turbulent times carefully.

BOARD OF HER OWN

Divya Deshmukh'’s victory in FIDE Women’s World Cup
showcases the depth of women’s chess in India

NDIAN CHESS HAD a breakthrough moment on Monday when Divya Deshmukh

defeated veteran compatriot Koneru Humpy in the final of the FIDE Women'’s

World Cup in Batumi, Georgia. At 38, Humpy is twice Deshmukh's age, which

made the final a true clash of generations: Humpy, the original trailblazer of
women’s chess in India, became the country’s first woman to claim the grandmaster ti-
tle, while Deshmukh is the fastest comet to shoot past the skies and become a grandmas-
ter. Her meteoric rise can be gauged from the fact that just last year, she had become the
World Junior Champion in the girls’ category. Thirteen months later, she’s fighting for —
and winning — the biggest titles on offer in the senior category.

The spectacle of two Indian women fighting it out in the final of the World Cup, an
event where 107 players from 46 nations competed, is special. But what makes the win
even more significant is the fact that while two Indians were in the final, two Chinese
players — former women'’s world champion Tan Zhongyi and Lei Tingjie — were fighting
for third place after losing to the two Indians. China is a powerhouse of the women'’s
event, having given the world six out of the 17 women's world champions in history. This
includes the current women’s world champion, Ju Wenjun, and the current World No 1,
Hou Yifan. Humpy and Deshmukh defeated four of the nine Chinese players who came
to Batumi. The FIDE Women’s World Cup was another demonstration of India’s increas-
ing depth in the women'’s event. Last year, the Indian women'’s team, spearheaded by
Deshmukh, had claimed a gold medal in the Women’s Chess Olympiad, the most presti-
gious team event in the largely individual sport.

The good news for Indian women chess is that it’s not just about Deshmukh and
Humpy. In Harika Dronavalli, the country has another veteran who has been around for
decades now. And there are players like Vaishali Rameshbabu and Vantika Agrawal, who
will be the torchbearers of women’s chess for India in the coming decades. At the World
Cup, besides Deshmukh and Humpy, Rameshbabu and Agrawal also made it to the quar-
ter finals — India had the most representation at that stage. Having conquered the
Olympiad and the World Cup, the next step now for the likes of Deshmukh and Humpy
will be to qualify for the Women’s World Championship — and to winit.

NOT TOO MATCHA

Demand for matcha now outpaces the supply.
For the cool, that is bad news

HE GLOBALDEMAND for matcha, the rich, strikingly green-coloured Japanese

tea lighting up everybody’s social media feeds in recent times, has officially

outpaced its supply. The explosion in its popularity came after influencers dis-

covered matcha, thanks to an uptickin tourism to and exports from Japan af-
ter the Covid pandemic. Since then, it has become a green flag on the road to aspiration
— itisacommon feature in elite cafes from Gurugram to Los Angeles. But owing to US tar-
iffs on Japan, heatwaves impacting the production of tencha — the leaves matcha is made
of — and dwindling numbers of farmers harvesting them, matcha’s production and ex-
port is falling at an alarming rate. For the hashtag cool kids, that is bad news.

In a world reeling from the chaos of unpredictable trade wars, the matcha story is an
example of how even a niche product might be hit by the calculus of demand and sup-
ply. Brought to Japan by the Chinese at the end of the 12th century, much of matcha's
popularity owes itself to an accidental technique that the Japanese embraced to allow it
to grow during the country’s harsh winters. They covered it with straw and reed, pro-
tecting it from frost and sun, and allowing its colour to steep. As demand escalates and re-
tailers set limits on how much customers can buy, the Japanese government is now en-
couraging what was once a carefully curated process to be converted into a larger-scale
production of tencha. But that risks sacrificing the quality of matcha.

In the rise and fall of matcha, there is also a larger story that runs alongside the ten-
sion driven by contradictory forces in a world in transition — one that features the fa-
mous villain called climate change, already wreaking havoc on products as diverse as cof-
fee and gin and tonic. Globalisation enabled matcha’s exposure to the world; the move
towards protectionism now threatens it. Whether the story will end with a promising
sip of matcha is anyone’s guess.
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WORDLY WISE
IT HAS BECOME APPALLINGLY OBVIOUS THAT OUR
TECHNOLOGY HAS EXCEEDED OUR HUMANITY.
— ALBERT EINSTEIN

Trade in time of disorder

UK-India FTA is a template for other agreements. It
serves Delhi’s economic and geopolitical objectives

: L:-:-: -.-.'-‘

JAWED ASHRAF

THE FORMAL SIGNING of the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) headlined Prime Minister
Narendra Modji’s visit to the UK. Since leaving
the EU, “Global” Britain has been on a spree to
conclude or join FTAs. After a period of FTA
pause, India, too, is on an accelerated pursuit
of trade agreements. Though neither is the
other’s major trading partner, the salience of
CETAlies in the symbolism and substance, the
future potential, the many tangible and intan-
gible dimensions of this partnership, and the
infusion of strength into a relationship that
faces challenges not from customary colonial
memories, but from contemporary challenges
toIndia’s security and integrity.

CETA’s significance also derives from its
ambition. FTAs either cover areas that fall
within the mandate of the WTO or go deeper
in covering commitments and harmonisation
on arange of national economic policy issues
to facilitate stronger economic partnership
among signatories. CETAembodies the latter.
The two governments have hailed CETA as a
landmark agreement because of the balance
of openings and protections, coverage and
scope and also because, from India’s stand-
point, itis the first comprehensive one with a
major Western partner that defines the tem-
plate for others, including with the EU.

CETA s historic for another reason. Itisan
important milestone in India’s — as in the
world’s — growing reliance on bilateralism
and regionalism at a time when the multilat-
eral trade regime is eroding as its architect,
whichis still the world’s most powerful econ-
omy, turns its back on it. President Donald
Trump has abandoned the foundational prin-
ciple of the global trade regime. As in other do-
mains, the US nolonger finds the system it cre-
ated useful or attractive. Trump has
accelerated alonger-term trend in the US since
the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) of 2008 to-
wards trade hesitancy, if not hostility,and pro-
tectionism, through the successive tenures of
presidents Barack Obama, Trump and Joe
Biden. Thereis a bipartisan consensus that the
US will not surrender its sovereignty to the
binding rule-making role of the WTO. The cur-
rent sentiments will continue to shape the US
political economy.

India signed a spate of
agreements during the UPA
era, mostly in Asia. However,
not all of them were with
competitors like ASEAN, but
also with complementary
economies like Japan and
Korea. That these agreements
had disappointing outcomes
was as much due to their
terms as to our lack of
competitiveness. Their
lessons are shaping the choice
of partners and the terms of
the agreements, and
alignment with domestic
policies and incentives.
Nonetheless, global trends
point to an enhanced need for
comprehensive FTAs.
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For the US and the West broadly, the
problem has deeper structural roots in the
consequences of the recent wave of global-
isation that began in the 1970s and peaked
by the time of the GFC. The first wave of
globalisation from 1870 to 1914 led to the
concentration of prosperity and power in
the industrialising West and America’s rise
as a major power. By contrast, the recent
phase triggered Asia’s rise, China’s emer-
gence as a major power and the West's rel-
ative decline with disruptive political con-
sequences in the advanced countries. In
particular, it has resulted in China’s extraor-
dinary accumulation of industrial and tech-
nological power and dominance in key in-
dustries and supply chains in a
fundamentally different political and eco-
nomic system, incongruous with a transpar-
ent trade regime. The concentration risk was
laid bare by the Covid pandemic. Further, the
sharpening geopolitical competition has
manifested in trade and technology. The war
in Ukraine deepened shifts and uncertainty.
Together, these factors have put globalism
and its scaffolding under extreme stress.

Calls for reshoring and industrial sover-
eignty face limitations of lost capabilities, and
deeply entrenched Global Value Chains (GVCs)
that various estimates put at 50-70 per cent
of global trade. Trade remains essential for all
nations. But as nations seek to derisk, diver-
sify and rebalance trade relations in a world
in flux, they seek long-term commitment,
trust, assurance and resilience through bilat-
eral and regional agreements. The number of
such agreements, although within the WTO
framework, has risen rapidly in the past two
decades, with anincrease in momentum after
the GFC and the Covid pandemic.

Trump’s strategy will accelerate the trend.
For one, despite his impetuosity, the legisla-
tive uncertainty of his authority and question-
able enforceability of the “deals”, countries are
seeking exclusive and competitive bilateral
agreements with the US. At the same time,
hedging strategies, against both US unpre-
dictability and China’s dominance, will trig-
ger new bilateral or regional agreements, as
well as expansion, restructuring and interlock-
ing of existing regional agreements: The Trans

Pacific Partnership was resuscitated as the
Comprehensive and Progressive Trans Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) after the US’s exit.

India’s preferred path is more manageable
bilateral agreements with countries or group-
ings rather than participation in regional
agreements. India signed a spate of agree-
ments during the UPA era, mostly in Asia.
However, not all of them were with competi-
tors like ASEAN, but also with complemen-
tary economies like Japan and Korea. That
these agreements had disappointing out-
comes was as much due to their terms as to
our lack of competitiveness. Their lessons are
shaping the choice of partners and the terms
of the agreements, and alignment with do-
mestic policies and incentives.

Nonetheless, global trends point to anen-
hanced need for comprehensive FTAs. With
the atrophying of the predictable, non-dis-
criminatory global trade regime, FTAs will be-
come determinants of competitiveness. These
have become essential for creating opportuni-
ties for our services sector and mobility of our
professionals, and for access to critical miner-
als, technology, innovation and energy.

Above all, there is a strong correlation be-
tween high-quality FTAs and the GVCs.

Assured integration into GVCs will serve
our twin objectives of rapid industrialisation
and export growth at scale. It is even more crit-
ical now as various studies estimate the share
of potential bottleneck products in global
trade to have doubled since 2000 to around
20 per cent, with almost 66 per cent of the
share of the global export value in these prod-
ucts now coming from East Asia-Pacific. This
also means that, besides the new FTA with
Australia, we must revisit the CEPA/CECA with
Japan, Korea and Singapore, not just to im-
prove their terms but also for assured access
to critical inputs to fully exploit the potential
of FTAs with Western partners. This will also
require finding a modus vivendi with China.

As India pursues its national transforma-
tion at a time of global disorder, shaping our
external economic engagement strategically
is both a geopolitical necessity and an eco-
nomic imperative.

The writer is a retired ambassador
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A LIMITED BORROWING SPACE

Assistance by Centre has played a key role in boosting capital expenditure of states

THE FISCAL HEALTH of the Centre and the
states is a key part of the overall macro pic-
ture. This article analyses the fiscal trends for
a large sample of 17 state governments (ex-
cluding Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim) for
FY2025 and what they augur for the current
fiscal and the medium term. These states ac-
count for about 90 per cent of India’s GDP.
Typically,a wide variation has been observed
in the states’ actual fiscal metrics relative to
the Budget and Revised Estimates. Therefore,
the focus hereis on the trends revealed by the
provisional actuals (PA) for FY2025 relative to
the actual position in the previous year.

The FY2025 PAindicates awidening in the
combined fiscal deficit of 17 states to Rs 9.5
trillion (3.2 per cent of the Gross State
Domestic Product or GSDP) from Rs 7.8 tril-
lion (2.9 per cent of GSDP) in FY2024. This was
driven by the near-doubling of their revenue
deficit to Rs 2.1 trillion (0.7 per cent of the
GSDP) in FY2025 PA from Rs 1.1 trillion (0.4
per centof GSDP)in FY2024, and to arelatively
smaller extent by arise in capital spending (by
Rs 678 billion or 0.2 per cent of GSDP).

The spike in revenue deficit levels in
FY2025 was due to a moderation in the pace
of growth of revenue receipts, which in-
creased to 6.3 per centin FY2025 from 7.9 per
centin FY2024,amid a stable year-on-yearrise
of 9 per cent in revenue expenditure.

The rise in the states’ revenue deficit in

In FY2025, Rs 1.5 trillion
was disbursed as capex loans
to all states, up from Rs 1.1
trillion in FY2024. Based on
the previous shares, the
proportion of 17 states in the
capex loan in FY2025 is
estimated at Rs 1.13 trillion,
up from Rs 0.8 trillion in
FY2024. This suggests that
the increase in the capex loan
funded over 40 per cent of
the incremental capital
spending of the sample

EY2022 isinpontrast tothe compressionat . Set I FY 2080, oenvaiq

the Centre. A higher share of revenue deficit
in the fiscal deficit is not a favourable out-
come for state finances. This indicates that
the limited borrowing space is partly used
towards funding the revenue expenditure,
which tends to be less productive compared
to capital spending. For instance, the total
capital spending of the 17 states in FY2025
PA comprised 78 per cent, lower than
the trend during FY2022-24, wherein 80-
90 per cent of the fiscal deficit was attrib-
uted to capex.

The combined capital spending of the 17
states was Rs. 7.4 trillion in FY2025 PA, Rs
678 billion higher than the amount spentin
FY2024.The incremental capex of the states
in FY2025 PA was sharply lower than the in-
cremental spending of Rs 910-1,120 billion
during FY2022-FY2024. Another discourag-
ing trend is the undershooting in capex rel-
ative to the Revised Estimates (RE) by Rs 1.1
trillion, once again in contrast to the over-
shoot seen for the Centre. The capex of the
states in FY2025 till the end of February was
lower than the spending in the previous
year. In March 2025, the states’ capex surged
by 42 per cent YoY to Rs 2.2 trillion from Rs
1.5 trillion in March 2024, led by a pick-up
in spending by Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. As much as 30
per cent of the annual combined capex of
the sample states was incurred in March
2025, much higher than the proportion of
spending seen in March 2024. Incidentally,

back-ended capexis one of the reasons that
the states’ borrowing through state govern-
ment securities tends to spike in March.

The amounts disbursed by the Gol to the
states under the special assistance for capital
expenditure (capex loan scheme) in recent
years have played a key role in boosting spend-
ing on capex.InFY2025,Rs 1.5 trillion was dis-
bursed as capex loans to all states, up from Rs
1.1 trillion in FY2024. Based on the previous
shares, the proportion of 17 states in the capex
loanin FY2025 is estimated at Rs 1.13 trillion,
up fromRs 0.8 trillionin FY2024. This suggests
that the increase in the capex loan funded over
40 per cent of the incremental capital spend-
ing of the sample set in FY2025.

For the budget estimates of FY2026, 17
states have indicated capital spending of Rs
9.5 trillion, 29.2 per cent higher ona YoY basis
or an incremental spending of Rs 2.1 trillion
in FY2026, relative to the FY2025 PA. This is
double the average incremental capex of Rs 1
trillion during FY2022-FY2024, and appears
somewhat implausible.

Beyond FY2026, the recommendations of
the Finance and Pay Commissions, as well as
changes related to GST compensation cess,
will castanindelible mark on the evolution of
state finance. Any incentives towards max-
imising capex within the permitted borrow-
ing space and fiscal deficit anchor would cer-
tainly be valuable.

The writer is chief economist,
head- Research & Outreach, ICRA
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A PROBE IN HARYANA

JUSTICE JASWANT SINGH, retired judge of the
Supreme Court, has been asked by the govern-
ment to hold an inquiry into the charges lev-
elled against Haryana Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
by some state Oppositionleadersand MPs. The
decision to refer this matter to Justice Jaswant
Singh was taken at a meeting of the Political
Affairs Committee of the cabinet.

AASU DEADLINE

YET ANOTHER ROUND of official-level talks
toresolve the foreigners issue in Assam com-
menced with the agitationists threatening to

renew the stir if an acceptable solution was
notreached by Independence Day. AASU pres-
ident Prafulla Mahanta, after the three-hour
meeting with R D Pradhan, said there was
hope of a solution and added, “We are going to
talk on Tuesday again. The threat was con-
veyed to Mr Pradhan.”

NUCLEAR TEST BAN

THE SOVIET COMMUNIST Party general sec-
retary, Mikhail Gorbachyov, declared that
his country had decided to unilaterally stop
any nuclear explosion, beginning August 6.
In a statement, he called upon the US to
do the same. The ban will begin on the

40th anniversary of the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima.

JNANPITH AWARD

THETWENTIETH JNANPITH Award for the year
1984 has been given to Thakazhi Sivasankara
Pillai, popular Malayalam novelist and short
story writer. Thisis the third time that the award
has gone to Malayalam. The annual Jnanpith
Award of Rs 1.5 lakh, given for the best creative
writing by an Indian citizeninany of the 15 lan-
guages, has gone four times each to Hindi and
Kannada, thrice to Bengali, and once each to
Assamese, Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil,
Telugu and Urdu.
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West vs Rest, a fiction

Many are keen to proclaim the decline of the Western global order. But its legacies of reason, scepticism,
individual liberty and secularism continue to be powerful magnets all over the world

BY C RAJA MOHAN

SPEAKING AT THE 1957 Moscow Conference
of Communist and Workers’ Parties, Chinese
communist leader Mao Zedong declared that
the “East wind will prevail over the West”.
The occasion was the 40th anniversary of the
1917 Bolshevik Revolution. For Mao, the “East
wind” meant the “socialist camp” (led by the
Soviet Union and China), and the “West
wind” represented the capitalist countries
(led by the US). He declared that the balance
of world forces had shifted decisively in
favour of the socialist camp in the middle of
the 20th century.

The idea that the West is in decline and
that it will soon be swamped by the rising tide
of “the rest” has been a recurrent theme since
the encounter between the West and the rest
began several centuries ago. Here is the prob-
lem. The West refuses to disappear, and the
rest is having a difficult time taking charge.

Mao himself embarked on a fight with
the Soviet Union barely two years after
making the grand declaration on the rise of
the East wind. He broke the socialist camp,
divided the communist movement all over
the world, and paved the way for an alliance
between Communist China and the “evil
empire”, the US. The marriage between
Western capital and the Chinese market
produced a breathtaking global economic
expansion for nearly five decades. It also
made Beijing the second most important
power — economic, technological and mil-
itary — in the world.

Arisen China now talks again of leading
the East, now rebranded as the “Global
South” or the “Global Majority” to victory
against adeclining West. Declinismis alsoin
fashion in Western academia and think
tanks. Many fear the barbarians from the East
are ready to show up at the gates. The fearin
the West is matched by the irrational exu-
berance in the rest about the impending col-
lapse of the US-led world order.

Sceptics might say, not so fast. They point
to US President Donald Trump’s entirely
unanticipated initial successes in single-
handedly rewriting the rules of global trade.
The rest did not join hands to counter Trump.
Most of them have queued up to negotiate
bilateral trade agreements with him. The
claim that Trump is winning is vigorously
contested. Is Trump accelerating the decline
of the American empire and the West, or is he
heralding its resurgence? While the debate
on this question will continue, Amitav
Acharya, one of the leading scholars of inter-
national relations, puts the debate in a deep
historical perspective.

Acharya’s new book, The Once and Future
World Order, seeks to dismantle the concep-
tions of global order built around the rise of
the West. He reminds us that there was a
world before the West and another after it.
Acharya argues that the pursuit of order —
rules, norms, and institutions that enable
peace and promote commerce — did not
begin with the modern West. He suggests it
is rooted in ancient, diverse civilisations
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across the world. Far from a future domi-
nated by a new hegemon or descending
into chaos, he foresees a decentralised, in-
clusive system drawing on both Western
and non-Western traditions.

Acharya asserts that ancient Sumer,
China, India, Greece, Mesoamerica, and the
Islamic world all devised ways to manage in-
terstate relations. While the post-World War
II Liberal International Order led by the US
shaped the modern age, Acharya sees it as
just one chapter in a longer global history.

The Western-led order, forged through
empire, conquest, exploitation and ruthless
Cold War geopolitics, was never as universal
or complete as its proponents claimed.
Global norms evolved through continuous
cross-civilisational borrowing. The West
never monopolised the ideals of peace, law,
or cooperation.

In confronting anxieties about Western
decline, Acharya offers a different narrative.
Rather than a harbinger of disorder, the ero-
sion of Western primacy creates space for a
more equitable global structure. He intro-
duces the concept of a “multiplex” order —
where no single state dominates, and mul-
tiple actors, from states to international in-
stitutions and non-state players, share re-
sponsibility for shaping norms.

Rejecting both the “clash of civilisations”
thesis and the idea of an inevitable Chinese
hegemony, Acharya advocates a cooperative
system grounded in civilisational pluralism.
He envisions a world not of imposed norms
but of negotiated consensus — a “confluence
of civilisations”. This future demands learn-
ing from each other, not dominance. The Once
and Future World Order is a timely corrective
to the dominant narratives in the West and
the East. Acharya’s central message is that
the rise of non-Western actors is not a crisis
but a chance to build a fairer, more represen-
tative system.

Acharya’s hopeful vision of a multiplex
order is persuasive but incomplete. It down-
plays serious constraints in the East that hin-
der its capacity to shape a just and effective
global order. These include authoritarianism,
the rise of a state that is free to curb individ-
ual freedoms in the name of claimed collec-
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There is no question that
China has been the most
successful non-Western
world state in bringing
economic prosperity and in
rooting out the feudal
vestiges. Butitis yet to
redeem the Chinese national
movements promise to
deliver democracy to its
people. Externally, China is
unable to overcome the
temptations of national
chauvinism and the urge to
dominate its neighbourhood.
That, in turn, shatters ideas of
Asian unity and the Chinese
ability to lead a compact of
the rest against the West.

CR Sasikumar

tive interests, violent politics based on exclu-
sive religious, caste, and linguistic identities,
and the empowerment of violent vigilante
groups that destroy social peace.

There is no question that China has been
the most successful non-Western world state
inbringing economic prosperity and in root-
ing out the feudal vestiges. But it is yet to re-
deem the Chinese national movement’s
promise to deliver democracy to its people.
Externally, China is unable to overcome the
temptations of national chauvinism and the
urge to dominate its neighbourhood. That,
in turn, shatters ideas of Asian unity and the
Chinese ability to lead a compact of the rest
against the West.

If the Western oppression is real, the
Eastern ones are worse. Meanwhile, students,
scientists, technologists, entrepreneurs, the
rich and political dissidents from the East con-
tinue to migrate to the West, if they can. The
soft power of the West remains a powerful
magnet to those who see themselves as suf-
focating under the Eastern regimes.

Acharya’s critique of Western dominance
is compelling, but not all aspects of the
Western legacy can or should be discarded.
The Enlightenment ideals of the 17th and
18th centuries — reason, scepticism, science,
individual liberty, and secularisation of soci-
ety away from religious dominance — are at
the very foundation of Western primacy in
the last three centuries.

If the East wishes to lead in shaping the
world order, it must engage these ideals crit-
ically and constructively. Any notion that the
East canrise by short-circuiting these values
isanillusion. It only delays and derails the ef-
fort to rise. The battles against political, reli-
gious, and other absolutisms remain to be
fought and won in the East. Until then, a ris-
ing East will not present an alternative model
—only adifferent and less attractive one. The
profound internal contradictions within and
across the East will continue to keep it well
behind the West.

The writer is distinguished fellow at the
Council for Defence and Strategic Research
and contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express

A roadmap for learning

Surveys like PRS 2024 can provide key insights for a stronger education system

JAYANT CHAUDHARY

INRECENT YEARS, education in India has not
only expanded in scale but matured in ambi-
tion. Our reforms today are about quality, ped-
agogy,and learning outcomes. We have made
adeliberate shift towards ensuring that every
child in the country not only attends school
but also truly learns. To understand if that is
happening, we must pause and ask the right
questions. What are our children learning?
Are schools enabling them to build essential
skills at each stage of their education? These
questions require reliable, scientific answers.

As an expert noted, “Students canlearn de-
spite poor teaching, but they cannot overcome
poor assessment.” This reminder is crucial be-
cause the best way to determine the effective-
ness of our education system is through large-
scale assessments. These analyse macro
trends to determine educational effectiveness.
They find patterns in data from different loca-
tions, subjects, grades, and schools. This form
of evaluation helps teachers and policymak-
ers understand the strengths and weaknesses
of students. Overall, it helps diagnose systemic
issues and buttress policymaking.

Over the past two decades, India has grad-
ually built capacity in this area. Advancing
from the National Achievement Surveys (NAS)
to PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan (PRS) 2024,
the scale of the survey has grown to cover 21.15
lakh students in 74,229 schools across the
country. Students from Grades III, VI, and IX
were assessed to correspond with the end of

the foundational, preparatory, and middle
stages of schooling. These stages are now well-
established under the new curricular struc-
ture in line with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

At the foundational stage, the data show
that India has not only recovered from the
learning losses of the pandemic but, in many
cases, surpassed earlier benchmarks. In Grade
11, 57 per cent of children demonstrated pro-
ficiency or above in Language, up from 39 per
cent in 2021 and 47 per cent in 2017. In
Mathematics, the figure has jumped to 65 per
cent, compared to 42 per cent in 2021. These
gains reflect the serious and sustained efforts
made under the NIPUN Bharat Mission, un-
derscoring how targeted support, teacher
mentoring, and early-grade interventions are
beginning to bear fruit. The data also show that
government schools in rural areas have, in
some cases, outperformed their urbanand pri-
vate counterparts in foundational grades. This
is a significant development, demonstrating
what focused, systemic reform can achieve.
However, as we move to Grades Vland IX, the
picture becomes more complex. Central gov-
ernment schools have performed well overall,
but marginal gaps persist by gender and re-
gion, particularly in Mathematics and Science.
These are areas that need urgent focus.

Many comparisons have been made be-
tween PRS 2024 and earlier surveys, which are
misplaced and require clarification. The struc-
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ture of the assessment has changed. Earlier sur-
veys focused on Grades V and VIII, whereas this
edition concentrates on Grades VIand IX, align-
ing with the new curricular stages. Moreover,
the shift from textbook learning outcomes to
competencies means the assessment tools are
fundamentally different. Directly comparing
a Grade V outcome from NAS 2021 with a
Grade VI outcome from 2024 is methodolog-
ically unsound. Only Grade Ill scores are com-
parable across all three surveys, and the im-
provement in these scores is established. Any
interpretation that suggests a decline in per-
formance based on comparisons with other
grades risks misrepresenting the actual story.

What we now haveis not justareport card,
but a roadmap. The actual value of the data
from the survey lies in how they are used lo-
cally. PRS provides district-level insights, and
itis now the responsibility of states, districts,
and school systems to translate these findings
into granular, need-based interventions. Every
state and UT will need to study its data --
where learning levels are strong, where gaps
persist, which support systems are working
and which are not. The Centre will continue
to provide guidance, frameworks, and re-
sources; however, the real impact will come
from what is done at the school and district
levels. Our goal is not just to meet national
benchmarks, but to achieve international
comparability, and we are steadily moving in
that direction.

The importance of assessments, however,
does not end with school education. We must
also focus on how young people transition into
the world of work, entrepreneurship, and eco-
nomic participation. Skills matter as much as
academics. That is why, soon, the government
will initiate a qualitative, large-scale skills as-
sessment that will help us understand the
skill-readiness of our population, map re-
gional variations,and plan targeted interven-
tions invocational education and skilling. The
recent adoption of a data-driven ITI grading
system and inclusion of NEET (Not in
Education, Employment or Training) in the
PLES exercise is also aimed at providing key
inputs for our reform process.

The ambition is to link learning to liveli-
hood, ensuring that every young Indian is not
only educated but also employable, entrepre-
neurial, and equipped to contribute meaning-
fully to the country’s development.

PRS 2024 is a powerful reflection of how
farwe have come. Butitis also a signal of what
lies ahead. As we build stronger foundations in
school education and expand the horizon of
skill development, we remain committed toa
system thatisinclusive, evidence-driven,and
future ready.

The writer is Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, and Minister of State

for Education, Government of India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US, which recognises that Syria’s disintegration is not in its interests, has

sought to rein Israel in and must continue doing so.”

— THEGUARDIAN

Un-precedented,
without justification

Supreme Court decision to stay the
precedential effect of Bombay High Court
acquittals in train blast case is worrying

RAJU RAMACHANDRAN

LASTWEEK, THE Supreme Court (SC) stayed
the precedential effect of a carefully rea-
soned Bombay High Court (HC) verdict that
acquitted 12 persons accused in the 2006
Mumbai train bombings. The stay, without
giving substantive reasons, is worrying.

The case arose out of one of the most
horrific terror attacks India has seen. On
July 11,2006, a series of seven coordinated
bomb blasts ripped through compart-
ments of Mumbai’s trains, killing 187 peo-
ple and injuring over 800. The Anti-
Terrorism Squad of the Maharashtra Police
took over the investigation, resulting in the
arrest of 13 persons. The accused were
charged under various sections of the
Indian Penal Code, the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act, 1999 (MCOCA), the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967
(UAPA), as well as the Explosive Substances
Act, 1908.1n 2015, a special court convicted
12 of them, sentencing five to death and the
rest to life imprisonment. Its judgment re-
lied heavily on the confessional statements
made by some of the accused under
Section 18 of MCOCA, declaring them “vol-
untary and truthful” despite the defence
arguing that they were the result of torture
and emphasising that they were subse-
quently retracted.

Since the death sentence had beenim-
posed, the case was referred to the
Bombay HC for confirmation. The persons
sentenced to life imprisonment also filed
appeals, and these cases were heard to-
gether by a Division Bench. In a 671-page
judgment, the HC examined every aspect
of the prosecution’s case, finding its nar-
rative to be riddled with inconsistencies
and lacking in conclusive proof. Among
other things, the court found that several
key eyewitness testimonies were wholly
unreliable, with some witnesses coming
forward after more than 100 days of si-
lence. The ability of witnesses to identify
the accused in court after more than four
years was doubted.

Crucially, the HC declared that the in-
vocation of the stringent MCOCA was im-
proper. When prior approval for invoking
that Act was granted, information about
the existence of the legal ingredients and
conditions was clearly not furnished before
the approving authority. Also, the “prior”
approval was found to be without applica-
tion of mind. Another key ingredient for
the invocation of MCOCA is that there must
be a “continuing unlawful activity”, as de-
fined in that Act, and that condition was
not fulfilled. The HC also held that the con-
fessions relied on by the prosecution were
inadmissible due to evidence of brutal tor-
ture, lack of voluntariness, and procedural
violations under MCOCA, including defec-
tive “prior” approvals and identical state-
ments. It noted medical evidence of in-
juries, retractions made immediately upon
judicial custody, and the absence of critical
details like the bombs’ chemistry, all of
which undermined the credibility of the
alleged confessions. The court also noted
the failure of police to prove voluntariness

that the accused had remained silent for
months in custody. They allegedly con-
fessed only after MCOCA was invoked: A
pattern that undermined the genuineness
of the statements.

The HC ultimately acquitted all 12 of the
accused, concluding that the prosecution
“utterly failed to establish the offence be-
yond a reasonable doubt against the ac-
cused on each count”. The acquittal alerts
us to the disturbing fact that the actual
masterminds of the 2006 Mumbai train
blasts have remained scot-free for nearly
two decades. It is particularly pertinent to
pay heed to a preliminary paragraphin the
HC’s judgment, where it emphasises the
dangers of “creating a false appearance of
having solved a case by presenting that the
accused have been brought to justice”. This,
the HC rightly notes, “undermines public
trust and falsely reassures society, while in
reality, the true threat remains at large”.

The stay order by the SC is jarring for
several reasons. The first is the summary
manner in which the Court, “taking note of
the submissions made by the learned
Solicitor General on the question of law”,
said it was “inclined to hold that the im-
pugned judgment shall not be treated as a
precedent in any other pending proceed-
ings”. Based on this, the SC ordered “there
shall be a stay on the operation of the im-
pugned judgment” to that extent. For the
Court to “hold” something, normally, both
sides would be heard, and the Court would
provide areason. Instead, the stay order ap-
pears to be solely based on the assertion of
the Solicitor General. There is no mention
of any specific questions of law, or even the
potential impact of the judgment as prece-
dent. The SC order does not even refer to
the tests it typically applies while deter-
mining whether a stay is to be granted. It
makes no mention of whether the state has
made out a prima facie case, whether the
balance of convenience lies on its side, or
how irreparable damage might be caused
if the HC judgment is not stayed.

Second, the stay order appears to un-
dermine the HC's authority. The HC is not
only a constitutional court, but also the
mandatory reference court for death sen-
tences, and the first appellate court meant
to decide authoritatively on both facts and
law. To summarily strip a judgment from
such a body of its precedential value is un-
fair and demoralising.

Third, and perhaps most important, is
the signal the order sends out. This must be
viewed in a broader context concerning
cases involving terror offences, where there
are often myriad pressures on the judiciary
to secure a conviction to placate public out-
cry. In these cases, it takes a certain degree
of judicial courage and integrity to focus on
the particular questions of fact and law that
arise ina case without being swayed by gen-
eral public discourse. The HC's judgment
was a bold affirmation of the principle that
thejudicial task is to dispassionately weigh
evidence and uphold the law, however hor-
rifying the crime. The judgment acknowl-
edged the tragedy of the lives lostand harm
caused, but refused to sacrifice the lives of
innocent persons for the sake of a “false ap-
pearance” of closure. Viewed in this broader
context, the stay order sends a disconcert-
ing message that even the most thorough
and well-reasoned acquittals in these kinds
of sensitive cases may be suspended on the
basis of assertions by the state.

The writer is a senior advocate,

through oral evidence and the striking fact Supreme Court of India
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TEST IS BEST A MAN OF PRINCIPLE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A beauti-
ful draw’ (IE, July 29).1t goes without say-
ing that both Ravindra Jadeja and
Washington Sunder so patiently yet
bravely standing like a rock against the
fiery English bowling attack in
Manchester, could not be child’s play. For
sure, England and their captain, Ben
Stokes, would have never dreamt of such
a dramatic end to this match, which
could be akin to a victory for Team India.
However, there is no room for any com-
placency on the part of the Indian team
either, with one more Test match to go.
S K Gupta, via email

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A beauti-
ful draw’ (IE, July 29). The glowing trib-
ute paid to the grit of Indian cricket by
this editorial is a memorable one. Even
considering the various lows and highs of
these five days, an interesting highlight
was the tenacity of the players against all
provocations and traps. This game will
be remembered for along time by cricket
fans all over the world and the heroic ef-
forts of all involved will inspire the bud-
ding talent scattered in bylanes of our
town and villages.

Sanjeev Raina, Greater Noida

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Gentle cru-
sader’ (IE, July 29). Sumit Chakravartty
was a doyen of journalism who was
highly respected by his contemporaries
and society at large for his steadfast ded-
ication to the profession. He stepped into
journalism not to make contacts with
those in power but to be the voice of the
disadvantaged. He stood up for freedom
of the press to the establishment, what-
ever the consequences.His refusal to ac-
cept the much-coveted Padma Bhushan
speaks volumes about his being a man
of high principles.

S H Quadri, Bikaner

MANSA STAMPEDE

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘8 killed, 30
injured in stampede near Mansa...’ (IE,
July 28). It has become the order of the
day that whenever people assemble in
numbers to visit temples or religious
places of importance, or attend victory
celebrations of sports, elections etc,
stampedes occur, resulting in the death
of hundreds of devotees, fans and ad-
mirers. We have not learnt any lesson
from previous stampedes.

Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, PRAVIN KUMAR MAKKAR S/O
MR JETHA NAND MAKKARR/O
OPP VENKATESWARA COLLEGE,
H.NO.41,FIRST FLOOR, SATYA
NIKETAN, MOTI BAGH-II, NEW
DELHI-110021, INFORM THAT
PARVEEN MAKKAR AND PRAVIN
KUMAR MAKKAR, BOTH NAMES
ARE SAME PERSON.
0040802044-6

ILRAJESH SANSANWAL,S/0O
RAJPAL SINGH SANSANWAL,
R/0-EB-195,MayaEnclave,Hari-
Nagar New-Delhi-
110064,inform that RAJESH
SANSANWAL and RAJESH
KUMAR SANSANWAL,ONE AND
THE SAME-PERSON.

0040802055-5

I, Naveen Kumar S/o Ram Mohan
Prasad R/o H. No. 33, Third Floor,
Pocket-12, Sector-24, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed the
name of my minor son REYANSH
aged 7 years and he shall
hereafter be known as REYANSH
KUMAR.

0040802244-1

Itis for general Information that
I Asif Mohammad S/o Rais
Ahmed R/o H.No.-57B, Gali No-
1, Kardampuri, Gokal Pur, PO
Gokal Puri, Dist North East
Delhi, Delhi-110094 declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as
SAMSUDDIN in my 10th and
12th class educational
documents. The actual name
of my father is Rais Ahmed
which may be amended
accordingly.

0040802168-1

LVIMI LUTHRA W/0 DEEPAK
LUTHRA,H.No.A-93, BEHIND
JAIL-ROAD,ASHA PARK,WEST
DELHI-110018,have changed
my name to VIMMI LUTHRA.

0040802249-5

I,Shahadatullah QureshiS/o
Niyamat Ullah R/0 E-44/1, 2nd-
Floor, Abul Fazal Enclave-2,
Jamia Nagar, Delhi-25 have
changed my name to Shahadat
Ullah

0070981095-1

I,Saroj Singh,W/0-Abhishek
Singh,R/0-H.N0.604, Logix
Blossom County,Sector-
137,Noida, P.0.Maharishi
Nagar, Dist.Gautam Buddha-
Nagar,UP-201304 have changed
my name,from Saroj Singh to
Saroj,for all,purposes.

0040802269-2

l,Santosh W/o Sukram Pal, R/0
Flat No. A-316,Satya Shanti
Apartment, Sector -13, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 declare that|
have changed my name from
Santosh Kumari to Santosh for
all purposes.

0040802220-1

I,SHAKUNTLA SHARMA,W/0O-DES
RAJSHARMA,R/0-H-
902,ANTRIKSH GOLF VIEW-
1,SECTOR-78,NOIDA,G.B
NAGAR, U.P-201301,have
changed my,name from
SHAKUNTALA SHARMA to
SHAKUNTLA SHARMA,for
all,future purposes.

0040802269-4

ILSARVAN SINGH S/0
VINDESHWARI SINGH R/0-F-
229Gali No-10Jhuggi,Shahbad
Dairy Pansali North Delhi-
110042,have changed my name
to DARA SINGH.

0040802254-2

I,SANJOLI LUNKAD,W/0-ISHAAN
JAIN R/0-
Banglow.No.379,Shantai,Raj
Bhavan Road,Near-Breman
Chowk Aundh,Pune
City,Ganeshkhind,Pune
Maharashtra-411007,have
changed my name to SANJOLI
LUNKAD JAIN.

0040802254-8

I,SALLONI BHATIA W/O RISHAB
BHATIA R/O 65,SANDESH VIHAR
SARASWATI VIHAR DELHI-
110034,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SALONI BHATIA.

0040802248-1

LSAGAR MAL,S/O-GANESH LAL
AGARWAL,R/0O-H.NO-937B,GALI
NO-4 ASHOK-VIHAR PHASE-1
GURGAON HARYANA-
122001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SAGAR
AGARWAL,FORALL,PURPOSES

0040802248-9

I,Ravish Kumar Dubey,R/0-
Tower-1-2503,Primanti Garden
Estate, Sector-72,Gurgaon
(Haryana),have changed my
Minor Son name,from Reansh
to Aadhyan Dubey,for all
Purposes.

0040802269-3

IROMA SINGH W/0 ASLAM
KHAN R/0 WZ-8D,JANAK
PURI,DELHI-110058 HAVE
CHANGED NAME TO ROMA
KHAN.

0040802254-6

I,Ravinsh Kumar Pasi,S/O-
Subash Chandra,R/0O-Gaura
Katailawa kali
tola,Deoria,Uttar Pradesh-
274603,have changed my name
to Ravinsh Kumar for all
purposes.

0040802264-1

I,Ravi Kumar Antil S/o Mange
Ram,H.No.-139, Sector-14,Near-
Aagersain Bhawan, Sonipat
(Haryana) -131001, have
changed my name to Ravi Antil.

0040802249-3

I Shyam Shukla alias Rajjan Lal
S/0 Indra Dutt residing at H.No-
146, Bambhera, Mohanpur,
Sidhauli Sitapur, Uttar
Pradesh-261302, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as Rajjan Lal.ltis
certified that | have complied
with other legal requirements
in this connection.

0040802178-1

I,LRAVI SHANKAR,S/O-SAGAR
AGARWAL,R/0O-H.NO-937B GALI
NO-4,ASHOK-VIHAR PHASE-1
GURGAON,HARYANA-
122001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAVI SHANKAR
AGARWAL,FORALL,PURPOSES.

0040802248-8

I,Priyanka Rawat,W/0 Rajat
Prasad Pant,R/0-E-2/52,Pratap
Vihar Part-3,Kirari Suleman
Nagar Delhi-110086,have
changed my name to Priyanka.

0040802254-10

I,Pramod Thulkar,S/0 Damodar
Vithoba Thulkar,R/0
Flat.No0.229,MIG Ground
Floor,L&T Pocket Phase-
I,Sector-18B,Dwarka Delhi-
110078,Have Changed my
Name to Pramod Damodar
Thulkar.

0040802254-1

I,Poonam R/0-Plot
No.4,House.N0.97/6,Gali No.31-
B,Swatantra Nagar,Narela
Delhi-110040,have changed,my
daughter’s name,from
Pratiksha,to Pavni,(Pratiksha
in Ladli scheme while Pavniin
many government-
documents),both nameis
same,person and,her correct
date-of-birth,is 20.06.2008.

0040802254-9

I,Parul Bansal W/o-Mohit
Bansal,House.n0.236A/35,Ram
Nagar,Kath Mandi,Rohtak,
Haryana-124001,have changed
my name to Parul Goyal for all
purposes.

0040802249-8

I,FARHA SHAHID,w/0-AHMED
SALMAN,R/0-1118, MOHALLA
KISHANGANJ,TELIWARA GALI
NEEM WALINEAR MASJID
IMLIWALI AZADMARKET,DELHI-
110006,HAVE changed the
same To FARHA SALMAN.

0040802254-5

I,Baljit Kowr/Baljit Kaur,W/0
Jagtar Singh,R/0,B1-593,Upper
Ground-Floor,Janakpuri New
Delhi-110058,Have Changed My
Name To Baljit
Kaur,Permanently.

0040802248-4

I, Paramjeet Kaur, daughter of
Harnam Singh, aged about 34
years, resident of D-20,
Shokeen Vihar, Nilothi
Extension, Chander Vihar,
West Delhi-110041, do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare as
under: That my correct date of
birth is 05th September 1991
(Fifth September, Nineteen
Ninety-One).

0040802169-1

I, Pankaj S/0 Hans Raj Futela
R/0-319, Prakash Mohalla, East
of Kailash, Delhi-25 have
changed my name to Pankaj
Futela

0070981091-1

I, PINGALA SUJATA Wife of /
LATE PINGALA VENKATA BHIMA
RAO residing at FLAT NO AM-
308, ABHIMANYU APARTMENT,
65, VASUNDHARA ENCLAVE,
DELHI-110096 HAVE CHANGED
MY first NAME TO PINGALA FOR
ALL FUTURE PURPOSES

0070981101-1

I,PARDEEP KUMAR S/O-PHARBU
DAYAL,R/0-5438B,GALINO.-
6,NEW CHANDRAWAL, KAMLA
NAGAR,DELHI-110007,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
PARDEEP

0040802249-2

I,Kamal Kumar Gupta,S/o-Tej
Ram Gupta,R/0-B-252, 2nd-
floor,Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Kamal Gupta

0040802254-11

I,Ravinder S/o Dharmpal R/o
H.No.137, Jatto Wali Gali Tikri
Khurd, North-West, Delhi-
110040, have changed my name
to Ravinder Kumar.

0040802269-6

I,Neena Rani Gautam,W/0-Shri
Naveen Kumar,R/0-G-
23/255,Sector-7,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Neena Gautam.

0040802264-2

I,Namarta Chadha,W/0 Rohit
Chadha,R/0-C-
86,4th.Floor,Block-C2,BPTP
Aistare Gardens, Sec-
70A,Gurgoan, Haryana,have
changed my name to Namrata
Chadha for all future
references

0040802269-1

I,NEHA KUMARI,D/O-RAJKISHOR
SINGH,R/0-G-602 AIMS GOLF
AVENUE-1,INTERNAL-ROAD,
SECTOR-75NOIDA,GAUTAM
BUDH-NAGAR,UTTAR
PRADESH-201301,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO NEHA
SINGH,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040802248-7

ILNEETU SINGH,D/0-Shatrughn
Singh Chauhan & W/0 Ajay
Singh,R/0-Flat
No.404,Aashiyana
Apartment,Block-B,Shakti-
Vihar,Mohan-Garden,Uttam-
Nagar,Delhi-110059,inform that
in my Aadhar Card my name
has wrongly been mentioned
as Neetu Singh instead of KM
NEETU SINGH.

0040802269-11

I, Naveen Kumar S/o0 Ram
Mohan Prasad R/o H. No. 33,
Third Floor, Pocket-12, Sector-
24, Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
changed the name of my minor
son SHAURYA aged 5 years and
he shall hereafter be known as
SHAURYA KUMAR.

0040802244-2

I, Mohammad Mehtab,S/o0 Nazar
Mohammad, R/0-H.N0.1083,
Kamra Bangash, Darya Ganj,
Distt-Central Delhi, Delhi-
110002, have changed my name
Mehtab khan to Mohammad
Mehtab, for all future purposes

0040802171-1

I, Mina D/o No. JC0076509A Rank
SUB (Late) Bal SinghR/o RZ-
15A/335F/F Jagdamba Vihar,
Sagarpur,Nangal Raya, Delhi
110046 have changed my name
to Rakhi vide affidavit Date 29-
07-2025 before Delhi.

0070981082-1

I, MOHMAD RIYAZ AHMAD S/O
MOHAMED ESRAVAL R/0 D-17B,
RAJA PURI GALINO.5,UTTAR
NAGAR, WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110059 declare that name of
mine, my wife and my minor
son has been wrongly written
as RIAZ AHMED, SHAH JAHAN
and MD IMRAN AHMED in my
minor son namely MD IMRAN
AHMAD aged 12 yearsin his
school records. The actual
name of mine, my wife and my
minor son are MOHMAD RIYAZ
AHMAD, SHAHJAHA KHATUN
and MD IMRAN AHMAD.

0070981086-1

I,Mohammad haris-s/o-Mohd
Zahid Hasan,house.no-135
jahbeeran post kulsath
Deoband po Deoband Dist-
Saharanpur,Uttar Pradesh-
247554,have changed my name
to Mohd Haris

0040802249-7

I,Kishan Dev,S/0-Radhey
Shyam,R/0.Plot.N0.4S/FL
Corner,Front-Side Village
Hastsal-Vikas Nagar,Uttam-
Nagar,Delhi-110059,have
changed my name to Kishan
Dev Pal,for all,purposes.

0040802249-9

ILKiran,D/o Devi Dass Verma,R/0
H.No.-146/1, Dhar, Nin(137), P.
O.Durgapur, Shimla (Himachal
Pradesh)-171007,have changed
my name to Kiran Verma.

0040802249-4

LKEVIN SINGH S/O-RAVINDER
KAUR,resident of,C-519,
DEFENCE COLONY, DELHI-
110024 have changed my name
to KEVIN BHANDARI,for all
future purposes.

0040802254-3

ILKEERTI SIRPAUL,W/0O-RAJIV
SIRPAUL,R/0O-7/5,0LD
RAJINDER NAGAR DELHI-
110060,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KIRTI SIRPAUL,FOR
ALL,PURPOSES.

0040802248-6

I,KAVITA RATURI,W/O SURESH
CHAND,R/O HNO.G-108
SECTOR-20 NOIDA-201301.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO KAVITA
SHARMA,FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040802249-10

I,LKAVITA Bidhuri,W/0
SHYAMVEER,R/O VILLAGE
DEVLA G.B.NUTTAR PRADESH-
201306,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO KAVITA

0040802248-2

l,Jagtar Singh/Jaktar singh,S/0
Karam Singh,R/0-B1-593,Upper
Ground-Floor Janakpuri,New
Delhi-110058,Have Changed My
Name To Jagtar Singh
Permanently

0040802248-3

I,Bhumika D/o Paramijit Singh
R/0-473/1,Jat Chowk,Nangloi,
Delhi-110041,have changed my
name to Bhumika
Shokeen,Permanently.

0040802234-1

I, Karanjot S/o Raj Kumar, holder
of Indian Passport No.
U7574659, R/o Vill. Mana, Po.
Dhakowal, Hoshiarpur, Pin:
146111, Punjab, India have
changed my Name Karanjot
and Surname Karanjot.

0040802233-1

I,BHIM KUMAR S/O-RADHA
KRISHAN BHAGAT R/0O-A-
1/289,MADHU VIHAR,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110059 HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO BHIM
KUMAR BHAGAT

0040802249-1

l,Ajay Kumar S/0-Manohar
Lal,R/0 D-354,Shakur Pur
J.J.Colony,Delhi-110034,declare
that Ajay/Ajay Gupta and Ajay
kumar all are one and same
person,

0040802254-4

l,Aashima Kapoor,D/o Ashok
Kapoor R/0,D-14A, F-1,Chander
Nagar,Ghaziabad,U.P.-
201011,have changed my-
minor daughter’s name Anika
Kapoor to Anika.

0040802269-5

I, Sarita Devi Goel W/0 Late
Jagdish Prasad Goel,R/0 E-
4/95, 3rd Floor, Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Sarita Goel.

0070981088-1

I, Raparla Aruna Kumari, D/o R.
Venkateswara Rao, resident of
6251/B9, Vasantkunj, New
Delhi, have changed my name
to Aruna Gulati for all future
purposes.

0040802166-1

I, Privanka spouse of service
no.15157480P Rank Hav (GNR)
Ravi Kumar R/o Village-
Dehrain, P.O- Hamirpur Sidhar,
Tehsil-Akhnoor, Distt-Jammu
(J&K) Pin181209 have changed
name my from Priyanka to
Priyanka Sharma vide affidavit
no.BY738499 dated 25-07-2025
Before Notary Public Suratgarh
(Raj.) 0110056089-1

I, Parveen Salonia S/o
Rameshwar Dayal R/0 H.No.4
/2367, GaliNo.9, Bihari Colony,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032 have
changed the name of my minor
Son from Piyush Saloniato
Daksh Salonia for all purposes.

0070981085-1

I, KRISHAN PAL SINGH, S/O
JAGPAL SINGH, R/O FLAT NO-
319, PACKET-D, MAYUR VIHAR,
PHASE-2, PATPARGANJ, EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110091, have
changed my name to
KRISHANA SINGH for all future
purposes. 0070981081-1

I, K.M Neetu W/0 Sumit Kumar
R/0 D-626, 4th avenue, Gaur
City, Greater Noida West, UP-
201301 have changed my name
to NEETU SUMIT KUMAR for all
future purposes.

0070981080-1

| Km. Rajni Bala W/0, Rajesh
Kumar R/o A59, Ranaji Enclave,
Near Santoshi Mata Mandir,
Najafgarh, New Delhi. 110043
have changed my nameto
Rajni.

0040802231-1

I,Archana Thakur W/o Ranjeet
Singh Pathania,R/0-7/20,2nd
Floor,Nehru Nagar,South
Delhi,Delhi-110065,is also known
as Archna Singh. Both names are
of one and the same person.

0040802165-4

I, Himanshu S/o0 Madan Lal, R/o-
517/31, Shivaji Colony,Rohtak
(Haryana)-124001,have
changed my name Himanshu
Kinra for all Purposes.

0040802249-6

I Vandana G Bakshii D/o Subhash
Bakshi R/o Flat 2103 Block K GH
03 The Hyde Park Sector-78
Gautam Buddha Nagar UP have
changed my name from Vandana
Bali to Vandana G Bakshii

0050271115-1

| Parveen Kumar Dahiya S/o-
Shri Attar Singh R/0-H.N0.523,
Jagian Patti, Malik Pur, Zer-
Najafgarh, Delhi-110073 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter from Shreyato
Shreya Dahiya for all purposes.

0040802235-1

IANSH S/O ASLAM KHAN R/O
WZ-8D,JANAK PURI,DELHI-
110058 HAVE CHANGED NAME
TO ANSH SINGH.

0040802254-7

I,Jasin Kawr/Jasleen Kaur,D/O
Jagtar Singh,R/0-B1-593,Upper
Ground-Floor Janakpuri,New
Delhi-110058,Have Changed My
Name To Jasin
Kaur,Permanently

0040802248-5

I, Priyanka spouse of service
no.15157480P Rank Hav
(GNR) Ravi Kumar R/o
Village-  Dehrain, P.O-
Hamirpur Sidhar, Tehsil-
Akhnoor, Distt- Jammu
(J&K) Pin 181209 have
changed name my from
Priyanka to Priyanka Sharma
vide affidavit no.BY738499
dated 25-07-2025 Before
Notary Public Suratgarh
(Raj.)

LOST & FOUND

I, Santosh Sharma, S/0. Hari
Krishan Sharma, R/0 Imp2001
Imperial Court Jaypee
Wishtown Sector 128 Noida-
201304 | Have Lost My
Allotment Letter And
Possession Letter Of Property
243d Shipra Suncity
Indirapuram Ghaziabad-
201014 (U.P) Finder Contact-
9654467501

0070981097-1

I, Ranjana Pandey, D/O HP
Mishra, w/o Shri SK Pandey,
2/321,Vikas Khrad Il, Gomati
nagar, Lknw | have lost my
Builder Buyer Agreement with
M/s Uppal Chadha Hi-Tech
Developers for the property
bearing number 965, Ground
Floor, Sector 5, Wave City,
Ghaziabad in the Shahdara
region in Delhi along with
otherrelevantimportant
documents. Finder Contact

0070981089-1

I, Dhiraj Aggarwal,S/0 Kailash
Nath Agarwal, R/0-367a
Krishna Apra Shappire Vaibhav
Khand Shipra Sun City | Have
Lost My Allotment Letter And
Possession Letter Of Property
K-1la Viabhav Khand
Indirapuram Ghaziabad,
Finder Contact-9654467501

0070981093-1

AUTOMOBILES
WANTED

Yogendra Kumar Bhatnagar, owner
of vehicle RJ45CN9987 registered
at Jaipur RTO second, expired on 8
Dec 2024. His wife Kumud
Bhatnagar expired on 16 Jan 2024.
Their daughter Payal Bhatnagar
wishes to register vehicle to her
name. Inform Jaipur RTO second
any objection within 15 days. Payal
Bhatnagar 7093700582

0130054481-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mr. Naresh Kumar (Owner) is
the owner in possession of
Property No. 26, area
admeasuring 50 Sq. Mtrs.,
Block-A, Sector-12, Noida,
Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.
by virtue of Transfer Deed dated
03.03.2010 (Reg. No. 673)
executed by Mrs. Nirmal
Kanturain his favour. Owner has
mortgaged the said property
with ICICI Bank Ltd, Sector-50,
Noida, U.P. for Loan bearing
LBNODO00001794455. Original
Lease Deed dated 28.05.1985
(Reg. No. 1307/1308) &
Transfer Deed dated 27.09.1989
(Reg. No. 4963/4964) &
Transfer Deed dated 03.03.2010
(Reg. No. 673) & Other
documents have been
misplaced/lost and FIR bearing
LR no.: 154769/2016 dated
17.02.2016 has been lodged
with P.S. Crime Branch, Delhi. If
anybody, person, body
corporate is in possession of the
said lost deed or have found or
finds in future, then he/she/it
should returned the same to the
undersigned. General Public is
cautioned not to deal on behalf
or basis of the said Lost Deed.
Any use of the said deed without
knowledge/ consent by anybody
other than Original owner shall
be illegal & void and such
person would do so at his/ her
own risk and responsibility.
Bank or Owner shall not be liable
in any manner whatsoever for
any loss incurred by such
person(s) on account of such
unauthorized use of the lost
document.
Amit Kumar (Advocate)
GNA & Associates D-28,
Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014.

"IMPORTANT"

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mobice is haretw ghoen bo pubiic )
large that my chent Raj Kumard, ¥l
Late Sh Kishan Chand Rio F-25110,)
Sachar=T, Rohimi, Delhi-1100B5 Hearves
separated & debarred her son Shel
Pawan Keshwanl His wife Ms Maha
Heshwani, and thair legal heirs and
hey bas noclairm o tille 1o any of the)
propertes possessed or balonging,
to her, 25 the said properias ara all
e sel-acquared . propedies. Her
gald gon his wite and their legal tedra)
has no power or suthaoriby o incur
any dabds on the security of hersaid)
propedies and any person hersafer)
igiving himdtheem sny loen or advance)
shall ba doing so0.entirely on his own
risk & responsibility. My cliend non
bsr properties. shall inany way be)
respansible for such dabis [
Anfl Humar Arora {Advocale] B-1H-6,
Aanarwal Tower Mataji Subhash Placa,|
Silampura, Delhi- 110034

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby Informed
through this insertion that
Hriday &/ or Hriday
Krishotra (date of birth -
14.10.2006) daughter of
Kartik Krishnan and Dipti
Malhotra is the name of
one and same person only.
Hriday Krishotra D/o
Kartik Krishnan has been
isued adhar card no.
537726648342 also.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

"To be known to the public at large that my
clients, Sh. Chaman Kochhar S/o- Late Sh.
Bodh Raj Kochhar and Smt Neetu Kochhar
‘W/o- Chaman Kochhar, R/0-12/25, Ground
Floor, Tilak Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi 110918
have severed all her relations from below
mentioned family member. 1) Rahul Kochhar
(Son) 2) Roomy Kochhar (Daughter-in-law)
W/o- Rahul Kochhar. 3) Rishi Kochhar (Grand
Son). And disowned & debarred them from all
her movable and immovable properties. My
clients shall not be held responsible for any acts,
deeds, ominous and things and any civil, criminal
& financial liability whatsoever may be done by
them in past, present or future."
Sd/-
Anurag Kalra (Advocate)
Ch. No. 525/A, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Sheela Devi W/o
Late Prem Nath Jha
Residing at H.No.-G-164,
Old Seemapuri, East Delhi,
Delhi-110095, and have
severed all relations and
debarred their son Vikas
Jha and daughter in law
Priya from their entire
moveable / immovable
roperty due to cruel
ehavior.
My clients shall not be
responsible for an¥ acts,
debts and deeds in future.

Kamalakant Jha (Advocate)
Off. 688, Nawada Village, Delhi-59

PUBLIC NOTICE

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT SHRI
LAKSHAY SHARMA & SHRI HARSH SHARMA,
WHO HAD APPLIED FOR LOAN FROM LICHFL
AND THERE IS A DEATH OF SHRI V. K.
VISWANATHAN DIED ON 12.06.2018 AND IN
RESPECT OF THE RESIDENTIAL ENTIRE
THIRD FLOOR WITH ROOF RIGHTS, OF
FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING NO. 11/12,
HAVING AREA MEASURING 100 SQ. YDS.,
SITUATED AT TIHAR-1, SUBHASH NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110027, SELLER SMT. SONAM
WAHI DOES NOT HAVE DEATH CERTIFICATE
AND SURVIVING MEMBER CERTIFICATE AND
THERE ARE NO OTHER LEGAL HEIRS ALSO.
IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT HAS ANY RIGHT IN
THE AFORESAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE SHOULD
INFORM & GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED HN 15 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-446/2002
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR,
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

I
Dalbir Singh, Advocate
Enrl. No. D/875/2022

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at large hereby informed
that My Client Sh. Aayush Thapar & Smt.
Rima Thapar is the owner of Freehold
Property Bearing No.23, Entire First
Floor, Block-C, Panchsheel Enclave, New
Delhi (hereinafter called the said
Property) virtue of Sale Deed duly
registered as Doc No.I211 dated
24.02.2022.

Original Perpetual Lease Deed dated
04.04.1973 vide Doc No.2274 Book No.1
Vol No. 3114 Pages 170 to 174 & Original
Conveyance Deed dated 06.02.1998 both
issued in favour of Sh. Har Bhagwan Davra

in respect of entire property and Perpetual
Lease Deed in respect of the captioned
property is informed as lost and lost report
filed with Delhi Police Crime Branch vide
L.R. No0.3049425/2025 dated 26.07.2025
and Previously Conveyance Deed is lost
and lost report filed with P.S. New Delhi
Connaught Place vide FIR No. 161 dated
30.03.2004.
It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, firm/ company, Bank, financial
institution having claim any charge, interest
or lien or claim on the basis of documents
mentioned above or otherwise and/or
objection thereof, he/she/they may lodge
/notify the same to the undersigned with
documentary proof within 15 days from the
day of publication, failing which the title
shall be deemed to be clear and marketable
without any defect, encumbrance, flaw and
impediment.
Sd/-
DHANANJAY KUMAR
Advocate
Chamber No. 599
Patiala House Court
New Delhi-110001

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertisinginits newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

=) TAMIL NAD

U MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

No. 417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600 008. Phone: 044-2819 1890, 2619 0259
E-Mail ; gmdrug.inmsci@in.gov.in, mngrpurdrug.tnmsci@tn.gov.in Websie © www.inmsc.in.gov.in

Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authonty, Tamilnadu
Medical Services Corporation Ltd., Chennai — 600008, for the supply of
Enzymes for rare diseases from the Licensed Manufacturers having three
years Market Standing and holding Good Manufacturing Practice Certificate (as
parrevised Schedule-"M") issued by the Drug Control Authority, Direct Importers
holding a valid Import License and expernenced in the field for a minimum period
of three years and Loan Licensees having valid Loan License are also eligible to
participate in this tender.

Tend Tend Date and
enaer e=-lender
3::: Description :;I::iirﬂ Floating |Submission P m: Dn“';e
‘ Period | Duration | °PENINGO
Technical Bids
Online Tender forthe | o g 20/M(P)/ |30.07.2025| 18.08.2025
supply of Enzymes for ENZYMES/ o o N—
1 ﬁm g'g?_ﬁﬁzé“ ; TNMSC/  (4.00 PM to|10.00 AM to |
1Tl Lncer
rate contract system [f:f; e L L 4.00 PM
for two years from the | "o upto upto
date of acceptances M.l 3.30PM | 3.30 PM

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted
at https:/fintenders.gov.in/. The tender document can also be downloaded at
www.tnmsec.tn.gov.in for reference purpose.

DIPR [ 3938 | TENDER 2025

Tender Inviting Authority /
General Manager (Drugs)

Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authority, Tamilnadu
Medical Services Corporation Ltd., Chennai - 600008, from the bidders meeting the
eligibility criteria indicated in the tender document for the supply of Drugs to Bone
Marrow Transplant Unit under rate contract system for two years from the date of

acceptance of the tender.

TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD.
(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

Ne. 417, Pantheon Road, Chennai-600 008,
Phone; 044-2819 1890, 2819 0259 Website: www.tnmsec.tn.gov.in
E-Mail: gmdrug.tnmscatn.gov.in, mngrpurdrug.tnmscitn.gov.in

Date and
time of
Tender e-Tender
SL : e-Tender ! . . | online
Description Floating |Submission ;
No Reference Period Duration opening of
' ? Technical
Bids
Online Tender for
the supply of Drugs | -017/M(P)/ | 30.07.2025 | 08.08.2025 |
to Bone Ma.rm?r BMT/ at 11.00 AM (at 10.00 f-"ﬂ'd; 10.08 9025
1 Transplant Unit TNMSC /2025, to to i
under rate contract 19.08.2025 | 19.08,2025 | .. .
11.30 AM
system for two years Dated, upto upto
from the date of 30.07.2025 11.00 AM 11.00 AM
acceptances

QIPRGEA Tendern 20

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted at
https:/ [tntenders.gov.in/. The tender document can also be downloaded at

Tender Inviting Authority / General Manager (Drugs)

[#=] CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH E-TENDER

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

e-bids is invited from the eligible bidders for the following work as per the
procedure of CMWSSE under two cover system conforming to the Tamil Nadu
Transparency in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000.

sl

No.

Bid

MName of work and Tender No. 'Sacurit

e-Bid
¥

Submission| Opening
closing Date

e-Bid

Date

iPHEkE:QE.‘ |l- Replacement of various sizes|
iuf damaged SWP / RCC, Strengthening

| SPS commanding areas in Area IVV & V|
!undﬂr Vada Chennai Valarchi Thittam. |

of sewer collechion system in vanous|

5.
31.40
Lakhs

' CNT/SEW/NCBVCVT/3629B/2025-26

upto

02.09.2025 03.09.2025

3.00 pm

after
03.30 pm

iEMD by online transfer only through tender Portal. The tenderer shall submit
scanned copy of online transaction statement towards EMD as part of Tender

document.

Last date for submitting applications for issuance of work site inspection
! certificates to the concerned Executive Engineer / Superintending Engineer for
having visited the site of work is 48 hours before the tender submission date.

| Availability of tender documents and e-bid submission is permitted through
tender portal | website: www.tntenders.gov.in For all other details refer
tender schedule in the website from 31.07.2025.

DHPRA4 1 TENDERZDZS

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(Contracts & Monitoring)

®

TAMIL NADU MEDICAL SERVICES
CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

No. 417, Pantheon Road, Chennai-600 008.

Phone: 044-2819 1890, 2819 0259 Website: www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in
E-Mail: gmdrug.tnmsc @tn.gov.in, mngrpurdrug.tnmsc @tn.gov.in

Online Tenders is invited by the Tender Inviting Authority, Tamilnadu Medical
Services Corporation Ltd., Chennai — 600008, from the bidders meeting the
eligibility criteria indicated in the tender document for the supply of Drugs to
Sale Counter of TNMSC Ltd for two years from the date of acceptance of the

tender.
Date and
Tender e-Tender [time of online
ﬁt Description F?é-fr:rg%i; Floating Submission | opening of
Period Duration Technical
Bids
1 |Online Tender e-016/M(P)/ | 30.07.2025 | 08.08.2025 | 19.08.2025
for the supply RE-SALE/ at 10.00 at 10.00 |at 10.30 AM
of Drugs to TNMSC/2025, AM to AM to
Sale Counter of Dated. 19.08.2025 | 19.08.2025
TNMSC Limited | 30.07.2025 | upto 10.00 | upto 10.00
under rate AM AM
contract system
for two years
from the date of
acceptance

DIPR/3934/TENDER/2025

The tender document can be downloaded and the tender shall be submitted
at https://tntenders.gov.in. The tender document can also be downloaded at
www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in for reference purpose.

Tender Inviting Authority /
General Manager (Drugs)

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
L] LT

. | BOAED CORP.AUTH |

Wy,

Wil

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT ww.ﬁawanaepmtu rement.gov.in nrﬁww.utendars.hw.n&:,in'
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Office of the Superintending Engineer Water Resources Circle Pali

Notice Inviting Bid (NIB No - 05/2025-26)

Notice inviting Bid for Construction of Anicut at Sangwara Nallah, Village -
Panchdeval, Tehsil -Pindwara, District-Sirohi Rs 436.86 Lacs in the State of
Rajasthan India invited from interested bidders' Date of sale of Bid 25.07.2025,
09:00 AM to 25.08.2025 upto 01:00 PM. Date of receiving of Bid 25.08.2025 up
to 06:00 PM and Bid will be opened on 26.08.2025 at 5:00 PM. Other particulars
of the Bid may be visited on the http://sppp.raj.nic.in and
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in of the state; and Water Resources department
Rajasthan website.

NIB No.: WRD252A0259

UBN No.: WRD2526WSOB00718 Sd/-
Superintending Engineer

DIPR/C/10342/2025 Water Resources Circle Pali

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: "UJJWAL' Maharani E.ﬂqh GMS Road, Dehradun-248006,
2163508, 2763808 Fax- 0135 - 2763507

Telephone.: 0135 -
CHN No. LMO101UR200 SGCOZSEEE, Wabsie: ullarakhandjalvidyut.com

Aet.No-§18  NOTICE INVITING TENDER  Doted:29.07.2025

Dffice of the Execulive Engineer, PCMIGY), Mayapur, Haridwar inviies
sealed & zeparate tender from interested bidderz., Brief summary of tender
is given bealow:-

1. Tender Notice Referance:
NIT No.- 09/2025-26/EE/PCM({GV)/Mayapur:- Hiring of Diesel Vehicie with
Driver for DGM{CM-GV), Mayapur-Haridwar for the Year 2025-26,
2.EstimatedValue of Tender:-Rs.5,10,000.00 respectively, axcluding GST,
4. Date of availability of bid document on website:- 30.07 2025 from
1300 Hrs.
4. Last Date for Submission of Tender:-20.05. 2025 upta13:00 Hrs.
For eligibility criteria and full and further details kindly visit our website. The
tender can be downloaded from our website i.e hitpiffujvnl.com and
tender cost shall be paid at the time of submission of the tender,

Executive Engineer, PCM (GV), Mayapur,
Haridwar

“Avoid Wasteful use of Electricity”

wratera uf o yewans, =31

wemeTa TToE TRoTge
Jeerz Uz o1 o feH (werdte)
va. .00, smeft s, fbramame- 201002
wara wratera: feh-a8 6, sy
wrog, gitwas atrae & g, sierd)

e TETe T TaTeT W, A7
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MAHA MUMBAI METRO OPERATION

CORPORATION LIMITED
(& Government of Maharashtra PSU)

V4

W IW AT
HMHMRDA

Maha
& Mumbai
Matro

4'* Aaor, MaMTTRI Building, Adjaining Mes MMADA Building, Bandra-gurfs Complex,
Bandra (B} Mumixal - AFO51 . Weebsite: napsi#fmahatencers.gomein. ! weastd ol coin

e-TENDER NOTICE

Maha Mumbal Metro Cperation Corporation Limited (MMMOCL)
invites bids from eligible Bidders through e-Tendering as
detalled below:

Name of T&nder: |
Bid | Invitation for Bids far Operations and Malntenance |

| (D&M of the Mumbai Monorail (Sant Gadge ".daharaj:
| chowk to Chembur),

Contact Details i dpEmmmaocl.co.in

Bid Document
Download
Last Date

for Online
Submission _
The e-Tender can be downloaded from https://mahatenders.gov.
in/nicgep/app

Any additional information & help for uploading & downloading the
e-tender may be availed by contacting Maha Tender e-tendering
portal 24*7 helpdesk at the following address: support-eproc@nic.
in or call on 0120-4001002, 0120-4001005 and 0120-6277787.

| 29.07.2025 (11:00 Hrs.) to 11.09.2025 (15:00 Hrs.)

@11.&9.2&25 {16:00 Hrs.)

qd/f
Date : 2B.07.2025 Managing Director,
Place: Mumbai rMMOCL

S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER -

Tendar Motica No. : ELINTRS/IRatro & -
fitment/Cab ACI25-26/02. Sr. Divisional L

Mizchanical Engineer, Eheciric Loco Shead, 0-508

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA

email- serwsbd2003 @yahoo.com

Ispatnagar, Jharkhand-827070 acling for] | No.: 2647

ared an behall of The President of India
inwiléss E-Tender againsl Tender Mo, ELIN-

of TCN has been made as follows:-

In continuation to this office Bid Identification No- CCERWCSBD Online-07/2025-26 invited vide this office Notice No.2306 Dtd. 03.07.2025, partial modification

1Ist corrigendum Dt: 28.7.2025

TRS-RETRO-AC-01 for the fallowing work: SI No Item

Time Schedule as per original TCN Time Schedule as per Corrigendum notice |

Mame of work : Reiro fitmeni of Air 1
Conditioning systéam with provision of
thermal imsulation of cabs in Elaciric

Availability of Tender online for bidding

Date and Time of seeking tender clarification if any

Extended up to 14.08.2025 5.00 Pm .
13.08.2025 up to 2.00 PM

10.07.2025 at 11.00 AM to 30.07.2025 up to 5.00 Pm
29.07.2025 up to 2.00 PM [

31.07.2025 at 11.00 AM 16.08.2025 at 11.00 AM

lncomolives. Quantity @ As par Schadula
ol tendar document. Name of ShedPlacea:
Elactne Loco Shedllspatnagar, 5.E.
Raikway. Tender Value: ¥ 1,23.51 073/,

2
3 Date & Time of opening of tender (Technical Bid)
4

Will be intimated later on to the successful
bidders

Date & Time of opening of tender (Price Bid) Will be intimated later on to the successful bidders

Estimated Cost: Varies from Rs.73.95 Lakhs to Rs. 283.61 Lakhs (Approximately) is revised as Varies from Rs.70.33 Lakhs to Rs.299.10 Lakhs (Approximately)..
All other terms and conditions will remain unaltered.

Earnast Monaey : T 2,11 800/~ Contract
Period : 12 months. Cost of Tender
Docuemant : Ni. Closing Date & Time of

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda
(OIPR- 25182/11/0068/2526)

tander: 26.08.2025 at 15:00 hrs. Datail of
Tender document is available in the a-
Tendar Portal and the URL of tha IREFPS
wabsiie is wvnv.irﬂps.?mr.in (PR-452)

KMML,_ The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd

|A Gewt. of Kerala Underlaking)  Sankaramangalam, Kollam 691583
Phone; 04T7E-2651215 to 217 e-mail: mdi@kmml caom

TENDER MOTICE
For mare details please visit E-Tendering Portal, htps-lelenders kerala.govin o wewwkmml.com

| deasie

sieaisiiell | (D

onGceC

Ol and Matwral Gas Corpardfion Limibed
[ONGE i ix

[ | (P

I W A AW SR e
Godavari Bhavan, Rajahmundry, Andhra Pradesh. Ph: 9531107118

Ma. Tender ID

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOHI)

2025 KMML 778845 1

For the supply of FRP Pipe and Fittings{Vinyl ester)

2025_KMML_T7T9817 1

For the supply of Pipe Seamlags C3 250mm-100MR

OMNGC Raiahmundry Assel intends to procure pre-engineered, skid-

For the supply of Class 1 Brick Acid Resistant for Digester

mounted Packaged Flare Gas Recovery Compressors (FGHRG) for
installations at Mandapeta GCS & Kesanapalll GGS, Expression of

2025 KMML _T80103 1

Tender for Stack Gas Ambient Air Monitoring

Interest is ‘sought from reputed vendors, who has the requisite

1,
2,
3.|2025 KMML 780110 1
4.
5

2025 KMML_T80259 1

For the supply of Chlorinater Bricks

technical experience and financial capabilities to provide skid-

Chasarg Fo0F 2000

Ed. Managing Director tor Tha ¥enaia Minarsis and Maolais Lid

mounted Packaged Flare Gas Recovery Compressors (FGRC). For

mine @ DAREE COMFRNT LIRS

TENDER NOTICE

NPCL Noida Power Company Limited, Greater Noida

{CIN- U31200UP1952PLCO14506) Electric Sub Station, Hn-uwledgﬂ Park-1V, Greater Noida-201310

seqled tender under two Bid System {Commercial & Technical) ars invited for following job from all interested biddars

Date:30.07.2025

i m? 3:““5““'11 W, FEAS-226010 NIT No. Tender Description EMD Start and Due Date &
- pmiT7eds@gmail.com §-#: cdspmunit31@gmail.com (Rs. In Lakhs) | Time of Submission
L.No.:B46/M-14/213 Ferfire geen Wo: 1117Vividh-12/216 NPCLIFY25-26/FEEDER | ANNUAL RATE CONTRACT OF SUPPLY q 30.07,2025 & 20.08.2025
Dated : 29.07.2025 fewies : 28.07.2025 PILLARI1T OF FEEDER PILLAR (up ta 15:00 hours)
&-foriaa gggen $-Terférgr gmen NPCLIFY25-26( DROR | Annual Rate Contract for the supply of ) 30.07.2025 & 20,08.2025
% 'Ju:lu e ;’TI: EE-" *-t RZ ST whte o A o allm A Meter 020 DROR maters {up ta 15:00 hours)
HETEHTENT BN BA D Wi sErewE g andodloando p : T; i. o )
FENCING ON EXISTING| | o o e Cosiof Individual Tender Document (Incl. GST) Rs 1180/-,

BOUNDARY WALL AT D.T.TL
VRINDAVAN, MATHURA (U.R)
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For other lender detals and futher amendment'corrigendum, please wisit our websile www.noidapower.com--

DGM (CMM)

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [ Ieo ]
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINGLY VISIT : www. haryanssprocuremenl. gov.in oF wes.stenders. by nle.in
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“+ NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA SAMITI

= An Autonomous Organization under
=T Ministry of Education

Department of School Education & Literacy

Govt. of India
NOTIFICATION FOR EXTENSION OF LAST DATE
TO SUBMIT ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR
CLASS VI JNVST 2026

Online registration for Admission to Class-VI (session
2026-27) in Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas through selection
test is in progress. The last date of submission of online
applications is extended up to 13rd August, 2025. Eligible
candidates may apply free of cost by visiting the link
https://cbscitms.rcil.gov.in/nvs.

Issued by Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti

NOIDA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
NPCL CIN: U31200UP1992PLC014506

Notice Imrmng Bids for Procurement of
aner on Eihnrt Term hasls

Bids are invited h],-' “Noida Power Enmpan}r Limited having its
registered office at Electric Sub-station, Knowledge Park-IV,
Greater Noida — 201310 (U.P.)" for procurement of up to 140 MW during
01.04,2026 to 31.10.2026 as per the Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Gol
dated 30.03.2016. Bid Document is available on
www.msicecommerce.com.

The Company reserves the right to reject all or any of the Bids or cancel
the bidding process at any stage without assigning any reasons
whalsoever and withoutany liability.

For any clarification, contact at e-mail id powertradingnpcl@rpsg.in or

mobile no. 9718804366. Head (Power Management Services)
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further details of EOI please refer to hitps:ytenders.ongc.co.in: For any
quernas mail to kurmana_sunil@onge.co.in,

MUTHOOT MICROFIN LTD:.

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

PMUTHOOT MICROFIN LIMITED
R, CHvea ] 3th P, Parlnes Crescenga, Baadra Kurla Comples, Bandra East, Mumbai, Mahasastra-100051
Administratree Office:5th Flooe, Muthoot Tovwer, MG Boad, Eochi, Kerala-582035
Tk +91-484-027 7500, Fasit +01-484-2351494 CIN: LESTI0MH1592PLCOGE224

inasonsfiemiifee it et il bl s

Motce 15 hareby given for the Informanon of all concermed that MSGE loans gold ornaments pledged with under mentioned
branches of the company far the period on 15-06-2024, 05-07-2024 respectivaly which wera overdue for redemption and which
have not been redeemed 5o far in spite of repeated notices will be auctioned at 10.00am on below Muthoot Fincorp Limited

branches,
JABALPLIR DIST:- ALCTION CEMTRE: ADHARTAL - JARALPUR-GROUMND FLOOR, 106510, RADD CHOWEL ADHARTHAL ROALD,

J8BALPUR, MADHYA PRADESH - 482002, AUCTICN DATE: 13-08-2025, PAMAGAR MML:1 106850105141 564. SAGAR DIST-
AUCTION CENTRE: SAGAR-MADHYA PRADESH-GROUNE FLOOR, SAHU BUILDING BELDW HDFC LIFE , PLOT MO264, KEATRA
BAZAR ROAD, OPPOSITES HIMLA HOTEL, SAGAR, MADHYA PRADESH - 470002, AUCTION DATE: 12-08-2025 SAGAR MML
| 1038601051 50034,

Pleass mote , IF the Auctlon is not conducted on the above-mentioned date for any reasan, the same will be conductad at 10.00 arm on
Muthoot Fincorp Limited branches on ABRCTRON DATE 25-08-2025, AUCTION CENTRE: SAGAR-MADHYA FRADESH, on AUCTION DATE:
26-08-2025, AUCTION CEMTRE: BALDECBAGH-IABALPUR -GROUND FLOOR, OLD BATA SHOAWROKONM, 4 KH, MH 7, MAIN ROAD, NEAR
CITY HOSPITAL, BALDEQRAGH, MADHYA PEADESH - 48316 This notice will moat be

a-ppli: albe for the n--'.per fve [oan accounts where the redemption of gold ormaments For Muthoot Microfin Ltd

Authorsed Auctlonesr

RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM Ltd.

[Conporate identity Number {CIN}: U40109R]1 20005GC016485)

Regd, Office: Vidyut Bhawan, lyoti Nagar, Jaipur-302005 Tel. Mo, Fax: #91-141,- 2744250, email I1D: se.nppE@repn.coin

NOTICE

1. Determination of Tanff for the year 2024-25 to 20:28-2% in respect of RVPN owned transmission lines/system connacting with

other States and Intervening transmizsion lines incidental to inter-State transmission of electricity for Inclusion in the POC
transmission charges in accordance with the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms and Conditions of Tantt)
Regulations, 2024 and CERC (Sharing of Inter-State Transmission Charges and Losses| Regulation, 2020 and its subsequent
amendments,

2. The beneficiarles of the above mentloned Transmission systems are: (1), Power Grid Corporation of India Lid,, {2 ) Harvana Vidyut

Prasaran Migam, (3] Haryana Power Purchase Centre-(HPPC) (4], MLP Power Transmission Company Lid, (5), MP Power
Management Cao, Lid. (MPPRICL), (6], Delhi Transco Lid, (7). BSES Yamuna Power Ltd, (8}, BSES RBajdhani Power Lid, 19} Narth
DelhlPewer Lid, §10). UP Power Transmisslon Corporation Lid, (11 ] UP Pawer Corparation Ltd,

3. Tardfffor the year 2034-25 to 2028-29 for below assets !

5. No/ Mame of Transmission Lines YAk in-Lakl fn
Asset No, 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 | 2027-28 | 2028-29
1 132 KV 5/C Sadulpur (Rajgarh}- Hissar 40.07 42,24 44,44 46,73 43.17
i 230 BV 5/C Anta-Kota 34.47 16,249 1818 a0.14 4224
3 132 EV 5/C Amrapura-Sirsa Line 41,10 43,33 45,58 47.93 5044
4 220 KV §/C Alwar-Badarpur Line 67.61 71.27 74,99 78.84 #2497
5 220 RV 5{C Hotd rakatpural- Badod Line 30,63 32.29 3397 35.72 37.59
[Raj-84F)
B 220 BV 5/C Khetri-Dadri Line | {Rai-Haryanal 36.43 I8 40 40 40 47 48 44.70
7 220 bV 5/C RAPPB)-Kota 2158 1291 24.11 25.34 2667
2 220KV 5/C RAPP(B]-RAPP(A) 1.03 1.08 1.14 1240 126
g 220 KV 5/C Agra-Bharatpur Line |Raj-U 2472 26,0 2742 2RE3 3034
10 220KV S/ ‘!‘.EEtri-I’.‘IEdri Line Il |Raj-Haryana) 3556 4170 431 .87 4613 48 54
11 220KV 5/C Modak-Badod Line (Raj-MP) 0 2.9 940 0,88 1040
12 132 KV 5/C Khandrar-Sheopur Ling 1745 17.&al 1815 1853 18.83
13 220 KV 5/C Chirawa- Hissar Line 19155 1494.90 19823 F01.68 205,38
Total L5d. 63 LY o g | La9.50 B23.42 G863

4. Acopy of application made for determination of tarff is posted on the website of applicant at https://energy.rajastham.gowving

\.

OFFICE OF NAGAR PALIKA PARISHAD

PITHAMPUR DISTT. DHAR (M.P.)

NIT No./4882/2025 DATED: 28.07.2025

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Online bids are invited from reqistered contractors/firms of repute for
(1) Work of plantation by Miyawaki Method at Sanjay Jalashay Near Muktidham
ward no 05 pithampur Tender No; 2025_UAD_440368_1 Probable amount
Rs. 245.55 Lacs, EMD Rs. 122775/- Cost of bid document Rs. 15000/- (2) Supply
of Plant for plantation at various places in pithampur Tender No:
2025_UAD_440369_1 Probable amount Rs. 100.00 Lacs, EMD Rs. 75000/- Cost
of bid document Rs. 10000/-Last date and time of submission of bid 27.08,2025
& time: 17:30 Hrs. All other details are published on website
www.mptenders.gov.in further information or clarification (if any) shall be
published on website only, and not in Newspaper.

Chief Municipal Officer
Nagar Palika Parishad Pithampur

President
Nagar Palika Parishad Pithampur

NPCL NOIDA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
CIN: U31200UP1992PLC014506

Notice [nwtmq Bids for Procurement of
Hun Enlar Hanawahle Power on Short Tem'l basis

Bids are invited by “Noida Power Company Limited hawng its
registered office at Electric Sub-station, Knowledge Park-IV,
Greater Noida - 201310 (U.R.)" for procurement of up to 100 MW non-
solar renewable power during 01.04.2026 to 31.10.2026 as per the
Guidelines of Ministry of Power, Gol dated 30.03.2016. Bid Document is
available onwww.mstcecommerce.com.

The Company reserves the right to reject all or any of the Bids or cancel
the bidding process at any stage without assigning any reasons
whatsoever and without any liability.

For any clarification, contact at e-mail id powerfradingnpel@rpsg.in or
mobile no. 9718804965,

Head (Power Management Services)

dft Wt foe favafaoea, =

Chaudhary Ranbir Singh University, Jind
(A Haryana State Government University)
{Established by the Haryana State Legisiature Act 28 of
2014 and recognized by UGC Agt 1956 LIS 2{0) & 12-B)

Ph.D. Admission Notice (2025-26)
Online Applications are invited from the eligible
candidates for admission in Ph.D. programme for the
Academic Session 2025-26 latest by 31.07.2025
(upto 05:00 p.m.). The prospectus for admission in
Ph.D. programme including schedule for admission,
fee structure and number of seats (category wise) in
each department is available on the Umiversity
website: www.crsu.ac.in

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

RO 3T108-HR

Reagd. Office: Muthoot Centra, TC Mo 2713022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 535001,
CIN : UB53Z9KL1997PLCO11518, Ph: +91 471 4911400, 2331427

revpr/#ism/department-order/38923/21 1/ 14/ 2880/0/0/0/0

5. The suggestion and aobjections, If any, on the proposals for determination of tarlff contained in the application be fled by any

person, including the beneficiary before the Secretary, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, &th, Tth & Bth Floors, Tower B,
World Trade Centre, Madro)i Nagar, Mew Delhi- 110029 [or other address where the offlce of the Commissian s situated], with a
copy to applicant at the address of its corporate office RVPNL, Vidyut Bhawan, lyoti Nagar, 1aipor-302005_ within 30 days of
publication of this notice.

Place: laipur Hari Mohan Gupta
Date: Superintending Engineer
Raj Sarmwad/C/25/ 7135 RRAVPMITR-T027/2025 (NPPERA), RVPN, Jaipur

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Regd. Offica: Muthoot Centre, TC Mo 2713022, Punnan Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001.
CIM - PESS2IKL1BTPLCO11518, Ph: +31 471 4511400, 2331427

/

MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD. | GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

Matice = heretiy gesen far the indormatian of all concemed that Gold omamants pledged with urnder mentioned brancheas of the compary o the pericd
Up 1o 300597024 & MSGEL, 5PL & Ona Plas, Guide prapaid, Super value, A0GL and all cther & mondts tanune gold loans uple 31.12. 5024 and MS5GE, SME
Sipanna & EMI g upan 30 06, 3005, Akn Thoes ooid inang whans mtansst 15 dua and not pakl up o 20 08 G0 are 282 inchidad i s auchon, which wans
oandus for nedempion and which hawve ned bean recleemed s Tar inspia of rapegled nolicas, Wil be aucticngd an 20008 2025 Trom 10 am onwerss
BIINOR DISTRICT-CIVIL LINES-BLINOR: 430004, AT DCHIHIS, ATOHON00E, £ANG00183, 43700001 T2, 437008, 43 T0amar
ASTOOCOZ0Z, ASTOOD0Z0T, AZTOOM0ZSD, ASTONNZSE, AZT0000ZEE, AZTO00ZTE, A370000Z5]0, 4370000203, A37T0000307, AZ700003 17, 43 TG 2
A3TO000318, 4370000324, 43ATO0D0G32, ASTOODOIA0, 4370000350, 43ATO00N3ES. 43T0000GES, 4370000430, 437000046, L3TI00045E
4370000461, 4370000473, 4370000553, 437000511, 437000513, 43T000A582, 427001048, 437001064, NARBABAD: 4383000020, 4334000080
AABA0000TY, 4384000108, 4384000110, FARA000120, F1E40007137, £ARA00T1AYT, £184000142, $1BA000182, $184000 190, £284000194., 228000198
AABL0021 2, $38200023%, 4304000244, 4384000745 208000250, 4304000255 4328000287, 42840002 58, 4384000281, £154000306, 435400335
AZBA00T 14, 435400781, S354A0KEN D, 43840051 2, 438400878, 435400820, FTET, MUZAFFARNAGAR DISTRICT-CIVIL LINES MUZAFFARMAGAR
AZTEA0000E, 42760000, 42TE00004E, A2TE00005T, 42700007 3. 42TE00008 %, 4ZTE00000d, AZTEE00106, AZTE000113, AZTE00011 T, 42 TE0001 36
A2TE000ET, 4276000736, 4278000149, 4ZTEO00TED, 4276000774, 42TA00MTE 4ZTE0A01E9, 4276000158, 4276000198 LZ7E000203
A2TEA001E, 427500224, 4276000228, 4276000F4, 427604237, 42TE0136T, 407400 108 427600404, AFTR0T436 42TE0461, 427501462
AITENTLET, 427501409 4278014084 4275015, 42TE01510, A2TEI1542 A2TEIEES ADTEISTD, 427611872 A2 TEIIATS, 42 TR 1004 427501580
KHATAULI-MUZAFFARNAGAR: 4300000008, S200000023, 4300000028, 430000EET, 430000517, 430000917, 430000587 . 4300009894, 430001004
AS000 1006, 430001034, 430001050, 430001084, 430001088, 430001089, 43000080, 4 30001092, 430001 0a7 . AZ1001114, 4300041 35, £30001154
430007184, 430001187, 430001102, SAHARANPUR DNSTRICT-DEOBAND: 4204000074, 4204000039, 4304000049, 4304000051, 4204000056
4204000061, 404000084 4204000093, 4204000207, 4208000217, 420400088, 420407905, 420402046, 0402064, 420402138, 420402181
420407249, 4206, 4204023058, 420403329, 4 040F530. 420407304 420407305 AZ00E50, 420407302 42040341 3, 420402492, 420402457
420024 TE, AR, 4202 42000 E, 42002503 A0S, 420025450, R0 ARMOZGEI0, 4202615, ARR0EE25, ARM0263E5
A20402544, 20403545, 420402652, A2MOZ66T, 420402608, A2IM0ZT05, A2MM02T14, AZHM02T24, 420402728, A2HAZTI, A2IM0ZT 35, A2M0ZTAE
420402751, 420402757, 420402759, 420402769, 420402772, 420402773, 420402778, 420202783, 420402700, 420402800, 430402800, £20402811
420402810, S20403821, 420403834, A2040IE2E A2040IEFT, 4I0J02R44. AINAC2RLE, 4I0S02AGH 4I0L02AT2, 420402006 GANGOM: £191 000343
4351000282, 451000482 451000857 4F1000058, AE9 1000087, SF9 1000633, 437000657, 421000661 2397000676, L197000601, L3I91000F 1R
AJF 100078, 4351000787, 4FH10008E], 4FT0008E3, 4511000867, 4Z 100068, 43970005116, 4391000945, 2391000a058, 2391 00081, 2391 00862
AIEN0C0ETE, 4301000556, 4301000820, 4301000882, 4301001033, 4301001037, 4301001047, 4307001068, £301001082, 4381007120, 4381001125
AFTN00A14T, 43910077648, 4381001167, 4F01001198, 4301001215, 4304001217, 4399001247, 4309001251, 4381001 258, 4301 001 260, 4391005356
4351001 361 . SAHARANPUR-DEHRADLUN ROAD: 3TH4000053, Z7E4000070, 74000078, 2764000087, 2704000008 2764 00000T, 27640000085
2TR4000 08, 2TEA0O0TA8, IPEA000110, 2TEA000110, 2764000142, ATEADMI2 TS, 2TRL0002TY, 2754000037, IP0A02447, FRG4A3TIY, ITE402700
TR, FTRACRAT A EAEER T, SRR FARERRTD, AT T, F RS, FradOEnn, G radERRD AR 0RE F R0 i e
ZTEA0E00GE, ETE403033, FTR403046, FTR40306Z, FTE403070, FTE403008 , Fra4d3 103, FTe4031 28, ITa403130, 276403171 FTe403183, 2764031893
ZTE403T8, ZTRI03200, ZFE40320, ZTE403202, ZTE40320:, ZTE403208, ZTE403210, ZFE403221, ZTE40323Z, ZTed03258, ITE403266. ZTad03273
FTE032R0, ZPE40A28S5, FTE403ZR0, IFEJ0I30, ZTE403307, ITE40331T, ITE403338, ITEH03ITY, 278402581, ITE403385, 2784035380, 278402581
ZTEA02400, FPE403422, FTR402400, ITE403446, 2TA400482, ITR403408% 2TE403474 . ITE403404 ITR403452  ITE4005E6, 2TR400560, ITE40A57L
FTHAERTE, FPE40a582, FTHA0R8E FTE40060 , FRGA0AG02, FTEA400G61 2, FTHA0MEE, TR0 T, 2T040 2820, 2TEA03631  ATH403536, FrE40354T
ZrE403652, FTEHI365D, Fre403664, FTHAII6TE, FFE403606, FTR40IT00, FPe403THE, STR4037 25 Fre4037 24, JTH403740, Fre403T4T, 2403758
ZTEHD2TTA, ZTEA0ATTS, ZTEHIATTE. ZTEA037HE, 276413304, ZTE403300, 7403310, ZTR403313, ZTEHII82, 27403822, ITEH03325, ZTR403832
ITB403841, ZTE403845, ZTE403846, ITEA03852, ITE403354, ITEA0ISE0, ITE40TE85, FTE4035T0, ITR40IETE, 27403383, ITE40IE0E, 2TE403EH
ZTES0AAG., FPE40293E, FTR403935, ITE403931 FTE403906, ITE402940 ITRJOIGEY, ITEH0OA9EE, ITR40397E IT640097E, ITR403907 176404000
L0008, FRES04001, 2TE0A02Y, TR0, 2TEHA0L0AR 2 TEA0L004, 2 T 54020055

auchion will be cordipcied at raspactive branches Please nota # the suction does nat ged compiasd on Be same dey due b0 any rmasons, the
samia will be congucted on 11, 068.2005 at 1000 am &l CIVIL LINES MUZAFFARNAGAR: Ground Floor.Shap Mo 1715174 Courl Roasd, Opp Goun
Kain Gale Muzafamagar, Uitter Pradesh-261001. SAHARANPUR-DEHRADUN ROAD: Ground Floor Or Bansal Buldng |, 300G | Dahradun
Road Ram Magar, Mears. &M Inter Cabege | Sabarangur, Uttar Pradesh:, 247001, CIVIL LINES-BIINOR: Ground Floor Shop,H.Ma 20% Caal Linoa
T.Bijnor, Mipradesh-2487037. The bidders are reguesied (o produce Phobo [d card, Pan Cand, The suoecasshil bidder showd transler the monéy
thrauch RTGS Muthoot FinCorp Lid.

Hotioa 15 hereby given for the miormation of all concemesd shat Gold crraments pledged with under mantioned branches of the company far the perod
Up o R GS 200 & WEGL, SPL16, One P, Guide prepald, Super vakie, ADGL and all athar § manths terume goid loans upio 319, 12,4124 and MSGEE, SME
Eanvama B EM dise phe 30,06 20325 Alea thase ol loans whers inlenas] idue and nol paed up o 30,06 2075 ane aleo nducsd inthia auchon which Were
ouendus Toe recargiion ard which lave rdl been redeamsd ao tar mapile of repeated rdlicas, Wil B suclionsd an I8.08 2025 o 10 &m orreands.

BULANDSHAHAR DISTRICT-BULANDSHAHAR: FERSI00025, 2EERO00046, F3ES000050, 2ES80000466, F5RE00007T1, 2BS8000085. ZE38E000T0F,
2EEA000110, JEARGCO T, 2088000118, JEEAON01 22, MEAROO01 29, FERAOLO14 1 JEAROI0R22S EAADG02ER, JERROLORCE, FEAAOF0, 2AERE2TEL
20580275, 2RS00254 3, 20302 BET, 20880251, JEER0RENE. JERE0I00E, FERR0I0GE, JERR030G. RARII0GE, JERE03005, 8RB0 0E . 88032,
288803115, Z58803121, 238502124, 258503135, Z58503165, 288303166, 2RES031 T2, ZARA03 1635, 2HE003224, 2AGE0E244, 2AE803255, 286005254,
Z2REAOAFGN, 2ASA0AGE, 2REACAITE JRBACAIEY 2pEACALE], 20B00A454, 2RBACAS0Y, 2RBALAR13, 2RBACASDE, 2ABHNARAN, 2RBA0ARET, 20EH0GH14,
FBSANGE4T, ZBSAN3ESD, 2RSE0GET . ZRSANGEST, JREHNGESY, ZESHNGES], PRSHOGENT, ZREADGTZY, PREENGTET, ZBEH0GT31, 2REA0GT4 1, 2REA03743,
2B3803600, 2B8803811, ZBAG01A1E, ZARG03A2E, ZRAG02EDS FRESOGAIT, 208803829, ZHEA051S, 2REA0GH40, 2REA0GASS, 28EA0GHET, ZREANGATE,
2RBAGIATE - JENAIAA2, 2OPO(ANLS JREA03IEAZ  FRAS(AGLT. 2RAOCAHGDS  JB0R03007, ZO0AS0E004, JABAOICOT, FMAENIG1Z 2BEAOCALES
JBSHOGEED, ZERE030ET. IERE03951, ZRAEII000, ZRAGIG0NE, ZHEA0ET14, 2EEA0E044, FERBCANAE,. JEABOADGE FERS04054, FRESMOE1. SIYANA
BULANDSHAHAR: 4371000012, 4371000013 4371000020, 4371000024, 4371000032, 4371000037, SAT1000070, 437100660, 43T1007ES,
A3F00R0T, 437100000, 2371000 1S, 4370828 L2371 00051, 2371000308 37 100008, £37 100028, 37100932, 437100547, 437100583, 437101006
43T 024, 437101037, 43710035, 437101089, 437101084, 437101100, 437101104, 4371071107, 437101914, 437101123, 43710925, 437101152,
SATI01153, 4371071160, 437101166, 437107171, 437101186, 437101205, 437109212, 437107225, 437109227, HAPUR DISTRICT-FREEGAM.
HAPUR: S018001222 4550001 229, £399009312, 4310001318, £1100609309, 4319001350, 2218001404, 4319001450, £919009447, 4310001850
AF1B00E525, 4318001536, 4319001527, 419001542, AF18004550, 43100056G, 43990015TE, 4319004615, AF1E0II61T, 43120016345,
319001664, 4319001688, 4319001671, 4319001678, 4319001693, 4319001 707, 4319001 T0B, 4310001 731, 43100017353, 4390001744, 4310001 754,
LA FED, 23159000 FGE, 2319001 F PR, S 319007 7.5 4319007 F8k 431590001 9% 43159007 m5b, 4319001 M0, 43198001 B0, 431001 823, 43150 B
4319001327, 4319005546 4319001858, 43100015878, 4310001570, 4310005380, 4313005360, 4319001911, 4312001041, 4312001042, AZ1000 1045,
419001958, 419001976, 4379001580, 4319001987, 4518001989, 4319001963, 4319001998, 4319002123 4319002138, 4370004584, 431900827,
LFTHEOEST, 4119652, 11900663, 31800673, 431800581, 431900683, 431900551, MEERUT MSTRICT-BAGPAT ROAD-MEERUT: 1568000308,
1BGROIMMAZ. 1BGECOMM3E, 1BER00E310, 1B6A00T 351, 1868001 355, 1868001361, 1865001378, THESI01398, 18650101423, 1868001452, 1568001482,
TRGA0O 1484, 1READDTETZ, 1BEA00T624, 1BEAD0TEDE, 18GEA00T680, 1BEA00T67, 1BGA0015680, 18GR00168E, 1BGR007608, 1BER00TG0T, 18GR007G611,
THEADIIG2T, 1HEADI962, THEADIIGT, 1HEADI632, THEADII05E, 18601653, 18601658, 1G0T 11, 1858001 713, 1858001 758, 18658001 T,
1BEA0O1 7S, 1BER001 T2, 1BEA001 794, 1BEB00T 500, 1BEE00TE03, 1BEE001E20, 1865001841, 1865001854, 1865001857, 1865001870, 1868001875,
|REACOIEAG 1RGO EO0E, 1REICOTOY A, 1RERDOT oA, 1RER00T oY 1RERR01 06, 1THEBN01 CAT 1NEEI01 41 1088001 568, TRBEI ST, TREEI0 S&T,
|BEADO 1904, 1BEAD0I024, 1BEA00Z03T, 1AER0020GE2 1AER00204T. 1AER00206E, 1863002065, 1868002067 1868002072, 1868002077, 1868002097,
1BEE00Z 108, 1868003121, 1BEE002 130 1868002135, 1RERN02 137, 1BE3002 158, 1863002147, 1863002 160, 1888002 157, 1868002 158, 1888002191,
1BEUOAZTET, 1ESEO0Z200, TEESO0ZI1S, 1REERO2210. 1RSADOI23F IEGEODZE4, TAERI02FS2, REARO2ETE, (ESBODZRTY, 1BGEI0E RS
1BGHDOZZEG, 1EERO0Z253, 1865002301, 1868002305 1868002506, 1668002308, 1865002310, 1863002324, 166800668, 185000624, 186800837,
TBEGE0OST, 18GA0IEST, 1BGE00054, 1BGANOEST, 1BGADN0GS 1BGA0A0EH, 1BGA005GES, 18GAD1002, 1REA01002, 1BGAD1G21, 1BEA01022, 186R01024.
EVES ROAD-MEERUT: 19670008TE, 1HEF001 244, 1AET001 247, 186FI01 25, 188 TI01480, 186FI01 82, 188015353, 186 P00 B, 1860 BEY,
1BE7 001504, 1BE700E601, 1867001607, 1867001618, 1867001666, 1867001674, 1867001678, 1867001655, 186TI01656, 156701654, 15670016595,
1BET001T44, 1BET001T25, 1BET D01 T2V, 1BET 001742 18670017458, 1BE70D01Ta0, 187001803, 1887001 BOS, 18810018140, 1887001818, 1887001823
TESTRISEA, 10671828 1967 CO1E0E 1967001 EAT 1957001 B4d 187001 80 18ETO01 B85 10ETO0T AR TRETHITHTD, TRETI0TEED, 18I0 48,
1BGT 001950, 1BEF01R58, 186001862, 1867001870, 1687001879, 1887001983, 1867002021, 1867002068, 1867002908, 128700481, 186700517,
1BETOOESS, 18ET00E4], 186700849, SHASTRI NAGAR-MEERLUT: 1862000802, 1B520K0505, 1852000617, 1852000618, 1BSI0I0SIE, 1852000654,
|BSACCHAGE, 1ASA00NSE, 1HSA00HSEA 1852000660, 1HE2000HEE 1952000797 1852001 2 F8. 1852001 204, 1852001 324, 1852001384, 18501 397,
1B52007147E6, 1852008548 1852001553, 1852001555 1852001628, 1852001637, 1852001642, 1852001645, 1852001652, 16852001 700, 1852001 724,
1BE2 00T TEE, 1BE200 772 1BE2001 774, 106200122, 1852001 E3T, 1862001842 1RE200TETO, 18E2001 893 1852001801, 1852001912, 1852001913
1ES200T81E, 18520082, 1452001535, 1BS2001940, 1852001852, 185001886, TREIOG205E, 1852002035, 1852003086, 1852002150, 185200324,
1BS200BGT, 185200074, 185201008, 155201037, 185201032, 185201041, 185201045, 185201049, 185201053, MORADABAD DISTRICT-RAMPLUR
ROGADMORADABAD: 25720000068, ISTIN0048, 2572000083, 672000007, 2572000118, Z5T2000117T, 672000126, 2873000121, I5TH00181,
LETADAN 0, 2STINN0T T4, IS7Z000205, ISTI0A218, ZHT2000363, 2672000301, 25TI0ATE], 2HTZ0FRS, T30, A5TI02WE, 257006,
257203051, 267200064, 257203072, 267200082, 257200058, 267200005, 25T203000, 257200163, 257203178, 26T20310; 257203214, 2572053242,
JETINAMG], QRTICATNE, JETIOATED, JETIOAI00, 2ETI0AA4N, JETICNISD, 2ETI0EAED, 2ETALAATY, 2ETFACAARS 2RTINGI0L 2ET20EA00, 2ETICA44E,
JETI0GAEE, 257203405, 25TI0A51H. 25703534, ISTIOACEE. 257303560, ISTI0ISTI. 257303630 5703660, I5TH03680. Z5T203705, 357203711,
26T203744, 267203751, 26T20ATEE, 257203772, 26720G7T73, 267203815, 26T203828, 267203832, 25T20GR58, 257203071, 257203873, 207205874,
2ETAMARAD, FRTACING] FRTFICAG0OH, PRTIACAC0Y, 2ETFI0A00Y, PRTA0ASRS, 2ET200%A, 2AT2012, 257204018, 2572040019, 25T204007, 257204044
2572000, 257054, 25720064, Z5T2HAET, 207204074, 257 I0E0TE, 25720407 T, 257204108, RAMPUR DISTRICT-RAMPUR: ZT320000 14,
2TH20O000TT, 2P F200001E, 2732000031, 2732000035, 273000073, 273000085, 27IH0001 08, 373000108, I7I2N0011 5, 2732000118, ZFI2000138,
ITRIGAGIAR FFAZ0004GY, 2TEA0O02VG. FTIZ0IS0G, FTIMXTLE. FRARERAO. IFASOMALS, ITADGIGOMA, IFAA02941, 2FAS0NG01, 2TEDOA045
ITHEA0G0TI, 27306082, ATII0A08E, 2TIT0ICAD, ITIININE, FTIRNG168, FTI2N520, ETI205261, 273205353, 2TR20G354, ZTI20GA02, 213206433
2TIA0IASS, 2732045, 2TI2004T0, 2T F2034 71 2TI2034 77 2TF203553, T Y203ETE, 273203003, 27205624, 27 E203829, 273203047, 273203850,
ATEMIAGTY, 2VIMAETSE, 2TAEIER], 2TINAEED, 2TAGE00 ATAMATE, 2YATE, 2VEMNAMES, 2TRATET, ATEANATES, FTREATr, 2rnaran
Auctinn will be conducted ab respective branches. Please noie @ ihe auction does nob get completed e lhe same day due 1o any reasons, the same il ho
cordciad an 10 2ES a 16000 am pt RAMPLUR; Geound Floorn, Commargial Shop, Maar Hifc Bankshoukal A% Road, Givl Lines, Rampuniiiar Fradesh
Fin- 244501, BHASTRI NAGAR-MEERLIT: Deourd Floor. Mulhood Fineom Lid, Ground Foos Mo C- 56 Gantral Mars! Shaell Hagar Meansd Dist- 250002 LUnar
Pradesh, Cenral Markal Shastr Magar Opposite Pankaj Garments, Neacidhi Bank, Meand, Uka: Pragesh 250004, RAMPUR ROAD-MORADABAD: Ground
Flaor, Did Prathma Bank Bilding, 62708, Rarmper Road Moradabad, Opposite kvedno Bestauranl. Momdshad, Uilar Pradesn, 244007, BULANDSHARAR:
First Fioor, Himmat Plaza, Plat Mo, 3,6 Chdl Lines Deihi Road Kaala Aam, - Oppesiewshal Cinerma, Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradieshe 203007 FREEGAN) HAPLUR!
Grount Fioar, Gomenanzial Shap, 17-5,1334 Freagan| Road, Hapur, Uer Bradesh. 245101, Tha hidders ara requasted 1o prodice Photo i ceed, Fan Card The
sieoaREi bidder ghauld ranstar themaney hrough RTGS Muthoot FinCorp Ltd.

" Join |[EREE Wiltsapp Channel chat.whatsapp.cmliDv @l xvwWb3Agy98nVRARF NdiaNeXpress.com uupy  Wlyoin FREE Telegram Channel chat.wHatsapp. @in/HDvqPnxvwWb.
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HAHAIENS. [@eoiorst A bt d bl Eok PR GE] BANGALORE MEDICAL COLLEGE & RESEARCH INSTITUTE
- ~E SF - 5 _=E T - (An Autonomous Institute of Govt. of Karnataka)
(fomw Wi, Srars sffmm, 2016 & et arftefa (e ) T ——————— | 3 _Il‘rfa*-:t HTHAVT YT el ity
e & WA e Bl ANY-2025-26 Dated: 25-07- s el waeras, sofraftn, o qives Bengaluru - 560002. Telephone: 080-26700810, Tele Fax: 080-26704342
11 CT~TBICITT T TFHeT : 2025, E-Tenders are invited by the AT, SR T & Ay & fom E-mal: divscior.Gmerigyahoo.co.ln
P "-j;ﬂl’ﬁ SRR~ q T R AR R i B g P i i i undarsigned for the lollowlng works: T I MR A - e 9 No: BMCRI/D&C15/2024-25 Dated: 29-07-2025
i ihl ¥ 5] ] i U LR R B R o B B 1 B e S 2 B - R BT =15 TETIE AT, Fep g T Tender No.1. Briel Description of " frp o yEE S e
|.|-\|" =1 )| 3-r]|'2'1" TH ll'l [aﬁtl 1r|r'l'-|:l:-|"""| |-|‘.l 11.“ = 3 1':IE'l- 4| I-l':l':!i':[ I E |2I'H.‘r '-!ll'l-l'\J'Il-'ﬁﬁ-"i- "'|-'|r'1|'e| kel |:I-iﬁ| F:I‘.l-'-'l' saf =11 Wi H-Ilnﬁﬂ ':ll S [ EF gl a4 -'r”"f"'?r'\-]" : work: {'ij|l.-|.|1||'|ﬂ and ”HH'I:;. H||-|1_-||r_| :Tg::? _I-_r-,'TI _:_Tll:li;ﬂ-i_;l ?ﬁ E‘TEHDER "nTIFIc.ATiDN
Frefeafias ares carsdl @ Aard e 2, ol 2, o 8 9l W @ AR oy aetesned s wilsea veiRem & g Beae Pisce Spring Inserted Aausable i 2w & -l q':a-“ s1, Tender Detalls
13 /08 /2025 P 11:00 90l Yaies1 § Sds a0, Sloarodiovo (vaEem wa=), faeems § @1 omaell | o9 fafd 51 ) wwoes Self-Locking Steel Nut for use in i 1&15-:&: S o No.| Notification No. :
et =18t B @ Rerfar 3§ wgw Semd arret e Raw @ at o weelt | aw e gEen et et il aneet & weh @ o geen # ;:L‘": Iif:::lr_‘[‘_‘[:”:' ”:gl*;}‘:;ﬂ:{':ﬁ: r|”|m-: T 4 LT Construction of RUBILHS BMCRIDA&C/15/ | Tenders are invited for the Purchase of Drugs
il g7 AR Bl Aot T A0 Tt R g 8 | Tl @ e fee aife 3§ sifea it ag ﬂ,ln ot f,m'mnr_.:&w_.[', work T,,:Li', in lieu of LG No.C-264, G-274, C-307, 1 2024-25, to Teaching Hospitals of Bangalore Medical
Hremdl dq sftwRa (wewm) aweat @ gh - Value: 73,01,85 246/- Earnest 318, 331A on SMB-MBF ‘section under Dated: 01-08-2025 | College and Research Institute, Bengaluru.
a . ) ADEN/BME of Jodhpur Divigion, , . :
ey p—— e :“;::n‘f;Th,"zig”_t:‘:;:hzmﬂ: R mﬂuﬂ .ﬁ;ﬂ: T;;WEZ;;Z Tender details, EMD details and other related details can be viewed,
&0 | et | T JIE] aTed ; ﬁq? i A8 H ﬂ?;;] e — fa 18-08-2025 & npunm:.i at 15:30 hrs qurl @ afd wwd: 99250000, duwnllnadeﬂ and applied only through the Enll:'mcuremenl mode only.
W0 |95 do | g | wve wo v UER G .H"‘mi;%ﬂ”",t g ) qTE T W1 T /S e (B of 18-08-2025 at DAM (W). Ranglya -fyegr |gam o, 2025-26 Website: h_tlpﬁ:{fwww.hppp.karnata@m.guv.m. Interested tend:_a;ers
e i 0 / | - (10 %) office. The complete Informalion 86 of 2025-28. T W AW A W haﬂf'e to reg:stgr in the Harnajaka Pghip:: Procurement Porlal, details of
with the tender document of above Various ackivities in C/W Through Ballast which can be viewed in the said website.
1 2 3 4 5 b 7 A i 10 e-tender will be E'J“a""-"m‘” In wabsite Recoupment (TBR) 122,15 Km._ & ather 1) Commencement date for Uploading of Tenders: 01-08-2025.
= : Sl 1 . et : : sy . :
i FIR No. Tausif, S/0- Badru, Add- 12A/168 Mokt For oy Nt Hiite chiaficed e 2) Date of Pre Bid Meeting: 14-08-2025. 3) Last Date for Uploading
| 233 ERIE 1506/2023 | #=wrEies | DLTSAL-0967 | 1800000 | 1800.00 2nd Floor, Vijay Mohalla, ol tender please check on nel/ naws- Division, s wif-d  @rma w93 the Tenders: 31-08-2025 before 5.30 PM. 4) Date of Opening of
ﬂl ll 2023 Maumur Nort East Delhi H-;!‘IJET-'ED”'QETIMU'"”E: '“:3;1 TEEF:?E!W“E: 127373866 86, @4 A fh wud: Tender Technical Bid: 03-09-2025 at 2.30 PM.
1 ] P | QTHCEE mMeniignea n & Origina TRE Y F'EI HEA T eI - M '
1282/ FIR No. Kshitiz Pandev. 5/0-Ramendra lender nolice before dropping Esz?jgzgiﬁ mr:ﬁ 1:-| EI:':.;::EIE:- :I f_: Eﬂzlmnhﬂrﬂd;ta”s mhnltac':itn::remﬂr Elum Dean, Bangalore Medical
2 | 003 e | 1233/2023 I DL3CAL-0665 | 25000.00 | 2500.00 Math Pandey, Add-2596, C- wh ) DRM (W), Rangiya s Bl a8 S05e ) ollege and Research Institute, Bengalury, R
04.09.2023 | | 2Block, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi o ey 15.00 54 7 # TEIEE 1 Fae o P A e e BMCRI, Bengaluru.
o FIR No. Abdul Saleem, Sfo-Abdul Majeed, fﬂ;iﬂ:jﬁ* SR
: s | 1202024 | SR | DLBSNB-2089 | 500000 | 50000 | Add-T-Hut-33 kalibari Marg, Gole | w3 G Coms :
e | 01022024 Market, Delhi, ool N onecsd St oidbimlis BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
p—1 1 e | L _ Office of the Executive Engineer, Lakes (East Zone & K.R. Puram
1. o fgn w93 00a & aeen fen & derse kishanganj.nic.in @ $=3 w0 w # | F BE0 F w9 & Sqaid awe a8mw Constituency), Room No. 3089, 3rd Floor, Annex-3 Building,
Tl OF SuET AT H HAfE # wre £ e s, R & (A090—7488472014) T FER T O G © BBMP Head Office, N.R. Square, Bengaluru - 560002.
Tawye W state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar w7 &t 2w W & Foren geTfermd va e No:EE/Lakes/East&KRPC/TN-05/Call-3/2025-26 Date: 29-07-2025
s o, T T : NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
PR- 009721 ( Excise ) 2025-26 JASEIR R S8 CICR A RC1RE I REI R farerrra) INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT) - (SHORT TERM)

E-TEI'IE'_&_I' Nﬂtiﬂ_&_
Cpen E-tender is invited by DRM

{S&T), Jodhpur for and on bahall of the Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the Executive
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE President of india for S&T work, Details Engineer, Lakes (East Zone & KRPC), BBMP, Bengaluru for

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON A1 D S o meﬁ_inn 9 the work mentioned below from the registered Contractors

RD50 approved CCTV cameras for

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

== GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION

L

e SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

SWM.CNo ATAT20/2025 E-Tender Notice . 82 CrPC Goods Shed (12 Nos.) (e Bania of BEMP or equivalent registration with CPWD / KPWD |/
E-Tender is invited for the following work in single stage two cover system by (See Section 82 Cr.PC) Sanda Dhora, Barmer, Samdari, Sonu, Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations.
S”P;’::;i"iﬁfﬁ‘mﬂﬁﬂwfﬁ MSai Wist Mﬂf‘&gﬂm?gﬁiﬁi’r”;’:t o Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Phalodi Jn., Pokran, Thayal hamira, 5

TN T g - fment Sabir Khan Slo Saleem Khan Rio RZC-150, Nihal Vihar Badwesi, Nagaur, Briegat Ki Komi| g Narme of the Work / G-ategoly

“City Cleaning Project: Collection & Transpartation of Solid Waste, Street Sweeping) Mangloi, West Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have R e NORE ST .

waste [II'IClHI?I'IQ ctrEet E'I'JEI'.‘-F'-IDE activities) Horiculture Waste and ED”E[‘J.I!]FI Rs.3,00,000/- + 12% GST g t’d % i : FIR N { 13I2u23|:' o ACE B B J-:ldl‘:p-ur Diblsion. EEtII‘?‘Iﬂl’Ed cost of the DE"‘J‘EI'!:!FH’“EI'I[ of Ulsoor Lake h'_lll' Eﬁhﬂnﬁlﬂg StﬂrEgE

Starage Harardous Waste in the Zone 4 & 8 (Package 7) to the designated pm-cewng and EMD of Rs.4.13 Crores committed) the offence in case 0. u/s work: Rs 3,38,80,706/-(R/0), Address Capacity of Lake through Desilting and Removal of

famllslﬁfti dumpsites | Depositing centers of Greater Chennai Corporation” [ Act, P.5. Old Delhi Railway Station, New Delhi and it has of the MIT 1551."!11; office: Sr.OSTEMU 1 | Slush and Other allied Works. (Call-3) (General) -

'Eﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁ:ﬁ‘;ﬁgﬁaué'&ﬁf&' 3%!5&%52‘%?‘%55?%‘:53%151- - been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the 3*"';? DF""”:EW":E ';'3“5"‘ Joshi "*"1"'9 Amount of Work (Rs. in Lakhs): 400.00, EMD Amount

 Bid opening date 12.09,2025 at 4.00 pm _ sald accused Sabir Khan cannot be found and whereas it has dzpuE;:u- A e (in Rs.): 4,80,000/-

Tenderer can view and download the details of E-Tender from website hitp://tntenders.gov.in from ' i | i ; kg :

22.07.2025 onwards, on payment of cost of tender document through online, EMD amount should be paid been shown to my Eahara?[mn that _1ha s_a;d accused .sablr Bt (R SaRmi e of. BAernar Calendar of Events: 1) Tender Documents can be

through onling Le., through E-tender portal, details which are given in Tcr':idcr Dﬂ&ument I Khan has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the and opening of tender: Efﬂ-“’ﬂ-?m’ﬁ downloaded from GOK Karmataka Public Procurement Portal

PR/ 5 E ntending Engineer (SWM : : Upta 15:00 Hrs through E-tend _ :

e Sperimeng g Bngwoar (SN service of the said warrant). ki Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 30-07-2025
Proclamation is hereby made thal the said accused Sabir Khan will be opened at 15:00 Hrs., Website after 16.00 Hours. 2} Date of Pre Bid Meeling will be held
of FIR No.13/2023 u/s 4CC & DP Act, P.S. OId Delhi Railway ﬁ“:i":z'r:*r*::': rsen :ﬂ;ﬂ;': on 04-08-2025 at 15.00 Hours in the Office of the Chief
Station, New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to DRrOCIREREA Wi irps oV Noke: Eggr;':'*:' FdE%% H-::-,NSEIIE, 53"" F'”“E" A"*‘I“'E E‘;;;&';g

FriuTad AFHar &1 eEieay, answer the said complaint on or before 29.08.2025. This is a E-Tender, so lenderer can st Oy Tt SAURTR, SEHES urj'] 3 :
T Fyafor WM 999 gaved. 3TEry By Order participate through e-tendering 3) Last Date and Time for Receipt of Tenders: 11-08-2025
R s i . 9 Ms. Tania Einghl procass only on mentionad website upto 15.00 Hours. 4) Date of Opening of Technical Bid:
—_ - — -, . ate : ' 925-P5/25 - - ;
-E_‘L LE {- 2025 EE] Additional Chief Judicial Maglstrate Ty T —— -.:-r'F'mI.J- : 12-08-2025 at 15.30 Hours. 5:' Date of IDDEHII'IQ of Financial
: y S DP/10037/RLY/2025 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi el J Sl Bid: After Approval of Technical Bid. Further details can
mrs g i g smn 2 Ry ga wraten @ wargerro, Rs-is0s. 2028 i s be had from the above office
g—fAfaaT amH=oT E Wo—06,/ ET /202626 1 FRAAIE—18.08 2025 F1 STE BRI UF F — 2 .
yaTfEr Ban B ud R dtosmo |o-oo3se1 (BCD) 2025-26 8 o1 yd e it 4 smider TAMIE';IIA'DIP I"IIFEﬂST:DEIKr EE“EL?E:ME!!Tr GEDHFPHFHDH Lakes (East Z Sm&?ﬁ“"gim Engmai;; T
e T T —E - F s - - = i - i L% i o0f, Integrated Umice Lomglex Tor Animal HusDanory and Fisheries Lepanmen aKes as one JHEL Puram Constituenc :
SEITIT] FT e) gU rafly v Ry W € | e, 8, 6 19 7 g gwer i 571. Anna Salsi, Saidapet Veterinary Polyclinic Campuss, Nandanam P.0., Chennai-35. TAMILNADY, INDIA )
FArFrae e % § 9@ W a-mail; inlda201EEgmail.com
= e # et fofin weiiir foaf o o ROC NO.559/ETNLDC/2025
; ichy ‘ _ Tamil Nadu Livestock Development Corporation (TNLDC), wishes to establish a 20 MT/day 6 GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA m *
TPATY (804 (BTSTHTE | (SI—-0a.07 2008 ¥ 28.07.2025 O | 20082025 % 300 WOh A0 integrated meat processing complex for processing sheep, poultry, pig and c?1ale_meaT at Disirict
3 ) ot e o =TV o B L | 7 | I:I_""Eﬁt;“"::! Farm, Hosur of the Depariment -of Animal Husbandry and Velennary Services, | [SERSSSCUNE GF SOARD SuSE OF WK SOTICE TENDEN D PESING DATE | AMOUNTEME | WEBSITE (F THE | NOTAL CEFRCEM
i T B e | : ¥ x - amil Nadu, CORrALTH LG T | AP i BUIARD CONTACT
dife Mz & T, 90 | §) feie—1e07.2008 1 300 {i) ferE—oe08.2025 T 3:00 Expression of interest are invited from eligible, experienced agencies with technology for the Ll L] RUTEER CORP/ALTH | DETAILSEMAN
LEREL G Wl WOTE gl AIES execulion of the project. The EOI as per the tarms of reference shall be submitted on or bafora | | | 790 Saliastami Oo0e BUFFLY PNETALLATRIN, TESTTSG & — JR—
= ST (A, e TEn ST ). A 11.00 am (IST) 29.08.2025 to the office of Tamil Nadu Livestock Development Corporation. The 1 ANLE PROCLLERS WP S L AL LR AT L T L4 2018 - | sl | ek
EI. 1 i _|; L] i i Fi B Fiah & ] K8
. FIEE aE forabm Fierrn FReTe. e | detailed term of reference is made available at www.tnlda.tn.govin The terms of reference| | — .'.“. I"' .'I'I - - T'I""'h'__'r:'" |I--II L.”:I'I"”
5 6 Pt ininreme Wi | B e ne s S0 document shall ba read very carefully bafore submission of the EG. A pre-submission meeting for| | 1™ oy reessrns e S i
s = S n e those preferming would be held on 05.08.2025 ,11.00 am at the O/o TNLDC. Tamil Nadu Livestock 11003038 D0 | wewaaindiangin | L e
i .:?ﬁ-' . L s T I:'h.- : _':_'_ Davelopmant Corporation reserves the rights to accept ar reject any or all of the EOl orcancalthe| |
A ol T il i i process-at any time without assigning any reason and any Kability thereof. Any corfigendum | |rom rUsTHER PeOORMATION KINDLY VISIT) s hatpstspsnr el g i o wwssiendors. iy ik R 170
| AT | . ki A hereafier would be made available only at the websita www.tnlda.tn.gowv.in '
Pty it (woere o) | Feeiw—2a.07.2005 @ 300 90 EF—21.08.2025 W1 300 Wl DIPR/395TENDERI2025 Chief Executive Officer {TNLDC)
& T =i v @ AR T | HTIEA AF |
fafaar st I.;!r."\--li[:'i"!;: | f=ie—s3007.2025 ® 330 0| [ait—zz2.08.2025 %1 30 49 AL
§ 4= #i Frfer e | AMTTEA m ﬁ% dehb WM, MAME O AAME OF WORK SOTICE OFESNING DATE | AMOUSNT / EM0 | WERSITE 0 SOMAL
i = 9w uE 'FF;;?'I"_' ey W . = b [ [LRERIRIE MERITER CLASING BATE | (AFPRUK. IN THE ROARD (HFFIHCERACONT AT
13 A WPy HHIET Yo CORPAAUTH (TIME) RUPFEES CORPALTH DETAILSTMAL
d f.ﬁ- i ﬁm m aal SHmB-[t ML TP AL COIRSET, OF TWO MOs WELCTINE SR TIRIRGT
CI'IT qu:"lch E‘I 'Elﬂ-i OREPORATHON, [OATE AT SONIPAT ROAD SIDE AND ] W R » wrmshdrshiak.a “THiTE
; 19, TS =, Ie=11—-800001 | i I MAIN BALIYANA ADDASIDE N | D703 | gy | Mty —————
E 4 VILLALE BALIY ARA I WARED RN o .
PR. No. 009750 (BCD) 25-26 Haq- UHSel, 41N . . G AALIANA TN WANE " crak
AIIHaR T.'-_ﬁ SITY ﬁ?"l—\[: mfglﬁ :ﬁ-’r Y gl m m FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www harysnaeprocurement.govin or www eienders hrenicin w3709 10 HEY
PR.NO.-021522 (B & C) 2024-25 ME m
N fisiust Ho-21 /2025 (uRemys) & SOVERNMENT OF HARYANA P
' ﬂ@iﬁ\l ¥ ; § . ASICHINT | EMD
m -@ m Eh—l- m-ia-a q ] FQT"HTH, ﬁ-ﬁﬁ', AT h Fs‘lﬁlﬁﬂ ']ﬁEFl'qlﬁ Fh Og Iv ﬁ'ﬁjr‘:}ﬁ ﬁﬁ : m"{;,“'m RHEE O K MOTICE TERDER ﬁm ,.mm.:.,“u MWD;ETHH mmﬁ.:ﬁnrmrr
: 3 w90 We—21 /2025 ¥ WAFER fSHT6H—08.07.2025 U9 09.07,2025 & - | (W
z Ay -‘“[;_W“ 32, & e, FIE BEw araford wien @ usi-ua ot fATe—30.07.2025 ¥ 04.08.2025 A it AL DTS ASEX W LASHCTON F MR
(TeE 18 AT ), AT el & "ulgld Elcd HiciedH] ; WE AR MR R
= I I EH = 1 TEESHET WP STt
el & WA, dNEg URe U, UeH-800001, 9 Online Portal o iy STT féam e & | kot bt ek
E-mail ID — exengdudapat?(@gmail.com el | wate e fem-Fde ud smafy Portal 1 féfe s & oo, | 4 NROAR e QGO | ooy | e | M
: : . Website- www.btsc.bihar.gov.in 9 THIf¥m 7 31 7 & apafeE &) prepet
qEaAl 99T e fa@m giearaia Fifaer smEer gae b & e PRSI
£ : : e 8 s aman ite @1 T ATHTI TN 5T oLATICHN, (MRS ST PRI AN, CLLR
(E—<=iT gw1 www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in) ' Website e “H worwaoey
[P S— 4T EA [0 SR |
T T A e PR- 010152 ( B & C ) 2025-26 3R Wi,
g R P, gae, e o : : : : :
3 i _” e f=|-_ T| .r = . :-“ J, P 5 =] Lﬁ‘[ HH, ,:qu‘l—-; thY ‘.Tr.{ﬁ qﬁ'ﬂﬂq ﬁ?ﬁ ﬂw mll Gm. gl FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT ; www hanmanssprecursmentgevin or wwsielandars hrynledn Mo 17090 HRY
F "'-" rI T ||'I HdATE | -'-' b] ""|"I e II,FI .':':IF". 18 ?:I.‘:"-. T #A%a F00 T 5
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SLOWLY ALLOWING CHINESE COMPANIES TO PARTNER WITH INDIAN ENTITIES

SOUMYARENDRABARIK
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

NEARLY HALF adecade ago, India
adopted a ‘China-out’ strategy of
sorts, in response to the border
clashes in 2020, introduced an
anti-Beijing foreign investment
policy, and kept Chinese firms
out of critical sectors like
telecommunications.

Now, however, necessitated
by changing geopolitical dynam-
ics, following US President Donald
Trump’s unprecedented on-
slaught on global trade,and India’s
own manufacturing ambitions,
New Delhi is undertaking a seri-
ous rethink on the existing strat-
egy, and is strongly considering
particularly easing China-based
entities’ entry into the country,
with someriders. The most recent
sign of the thaw came in the form
of a recommendation made by
the government think tank Niti
Aayog, earlier this month, to ease
India’s foreign direct investment
(FDI) rules, which involves gov-
ernment scrutiny into invest-
ments made by Chinese firms.
Earlier, the Economic Survey
2023-24 had sprunga surprise by
advocating attracting investments
from Chinese companies to boost
exports.

India had earlier put restric-
tions on investments from China
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India-born
Shailesh
Jejurikar to
be P&G CEO

)

Shailesh Jejurikar.  us.pg.com
VIVEATSUSANPINTO
MUMBAI, JULY 29
MUMBAI-BORN Shailesh

Jejurikar made history on Tuesday
when he was appointed the first
Indian-origin president and CEO
of Procter & Gamble (P&G) in its
187-year existence. Jejurikar, 58,
currently the chief operating offi-
cer at P&G, will succeed incum-
bentJon Moeller, effective January
1,2026. P&G has also nominated
Jejurikar for election to the direc-
tor's post at the annual share-
holder meeting in October.

Moeller will become execu-
tive chairman as part of the top-
level rejig, the company said, as
the maker of Tide detergent and
Pantene shampoo battles slow-
down concerns across the globe.

India contributes about 2.5 per
cent to its global revenue.

A P&G veteran of 36 years,
who began as an assistant brand
manager at P&G India, he rose
rapidly throughtheranks.  FE

— BRIEFLY —

Derivatives: Norms

forNRIs eased

New Delhi: Sebion Tuesday de-
cided to abolish the mandatory
requirement for NRIs to notify
the names of clearing mem-
bers or obtain a custodial par-
ticipant code for trading in de-
rivatives. PTI

Lenskart files IPO
papers with Sebi

New Delhi: Lenskart Solutions
Ltd hasfiled preliminary papers
with Sebi seeking its approval
to raise funds through an IPO.
The company’s IPO involves
raising Rs 2,150 crore via fresh
issuance of equity shares. PTI

‘I-T Bill does not

seek rate changes’

New Delhi: The income tax de-
partment on Tuesday said the
new I-T Bill does not seek to
change any rate of taxes. PTI

through Press Note 3 in April 2020
to curb potential opportunistic
takeovers of Indian companies
during the Covid-19 pandemic by
making a government approval
mandatory for all investments
from countries sharing aland bor-
der with India, including China. It
continued to be in force in the
wake of national security con-
cerns due to border tensions after
the Galwan clash.

Early signs of a thaw

There have been some signs
that India is slowly, but surely, al-
lowing Chinese companies to
partner with Indian entities.
Dixon Technologies, which is a
major Indian electronics assem-
bly company, received approval
from the IT Ministry to set up a
joint venture with China-based
Longcheer. The new company will
focus on manufacturing and sup-
plying awide range of electronics,
including smartphones, tablets,
true wireless stereo (TWS) de-
vices, smartwatches, Al-powered
PCs, automotive electronics, and
healthcare devices. Dixon will
hold 74 per cent in the JV,and the
remaining 26 per cent will be with
Longcheer.

“We can not continue to avoid
China. The truth is, they make
things which we need for our as-
sembly operations, and if we want
togodeeperinto the supply chain

Changing
geopolitical
@ dynamics

EXPLAINED

NECESSITATED BY chang-
ing geopolitical dynamics,
following US President
Donald Trump’s unprece-
dented onslaught on
global trade, and India’s
own manufacturing am-
bitions, New Delhi is un-
dertaking a serious re-
think on the existing
strategy on China.

sapp.com/HDvgqPnxvwWb3A gy

our companies have toworkwith
Chinese companies,” a senior gov-
ernment official said. The IT
Ministry, earlier this year, notified
a Rs 23,000 crore policy for elec-
tronic components manufactur-
ing, and it is widely anticipated
that Indian firms would partner
with Chinese entities to partici-

98nValQ

pate in the scheme, given the ex-
pertise they have.

Recently, India also resumed
issuance of tourist visas to Chinese
nationals as part of a broader ef-
fort to repair bilateral ties. Earlier
this month, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar travelled to
China where he had underlined
that “differences should not be-
comedisputes” nor should “com-
petition ever become conflict” and
that while India and China have
made good progress in the past
nine months towards the normal-
isation of bilateral relations, they
should work to address de-esca-
lation on the border.

China out in letter,
not in spirit

Of course, while the govern-
ment managed to keep Chinaout
in some sectors like finished
smartphones, imports from the
country continued, particularly
for a number of electronic com-
ponents, which are crucial for the
final assembly process in India,
but forwhich New Delhi has little
to no production base.

The Indian Express had earlier
reported thatin the financial year
2023-24, India imported elec-
tronic components worth over
$12 billion from China and $6 bil-
lion from Hong Kong, with the
two accounting for more than half
of total such imports to India —

Amid trade upheaval, India rethinks China
blockade to further tech manufacturing

suggesting that the country’s
growing footprint in electronics
manufacturing was not necessar-
ily translating into reduced re-
liance on Beijing.

In the last five years, electron-
icsimports from China and Hong
Kong have far outnumbered im-
ports from other major manufac-
turing hubs like South Korea,
Japan, Taiwan, and all ASEAN
countries,combined. China, forits
own part,and seeing India’s grow-
ing manufacturing footprint, also
imposed restrictions on its com-
panies, makingit harder for them
to do business with Indian firms.

For instance, India’s share in
US smartphone imports surged to
nearly 36 per cent in the first five
months of 2025, from about 11
per cent in 2024. China, which
continues to dominate the prod-
uct category, saw its share drop
from 82 per cent to 49 per cent
over the same period, this paper
had reported earlier.

China’sactions include pulling
workers out of India, and making
it more difficult for India-based
manufacturing companies to ob-
tain capital goods, which are
needed for the assembly process.
China has also imposed a block-
ade on several rare earth metals
and magnets,and while the prime
target of that restriction is the
United States, India has found it-
self caught in the crosshairs.

Govt raised tax demand of 35,104 cr under
foreign black money law over last 10 years

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE GOVERNMENT has raised
tax demand of Rs 35,104 crore un-
der the Black Money
(Undisclosed Foreign Income and
Assets)and Imposition of Tax Act,
2015 over the last decade,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary said in Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday. However, re-
covery amount in the form of tax,
penalty and interest demand un-
der the Act has been much lower
atRs 338 crore duringJuly 1,2015
toMarch 31,2025 along with 163
prosecution complaints filed till
March 31,2025, data shared in the
Upper House showed.

In a written response to a
question by CPI(M) MP John
Brittas, wherein he asked about
details of international deposits,
Chaudhary said tax demand of Rs
21,719 crorehasbeen created asa
result of completed assessments

RECOVERY AMOUNT AT ¥338 CRORE

MINISTER OF State for Money (Undisclosed
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary  Foreign Income and
said in Rajya Sabha on Assets) and Imposition of
Tuesday that recovery Tax Act, 2015 has been
amountinthe formoftax, = muchlower atRs 338 crore
penalty and interest during July 1,2015 to
demand under the Black March 31, 2025

under the Black Money whichmentionthatIndianlinked

(Undisclosed Foreign Income and
Assets)and Imposition of Tax Act,
2015 duringJuly 1,2015 to March
31,2025.Inaddition, tax demand
of Rs 13,385 crore has beenraised
till March 31, 2025 on account of
penalties imposed under various
sections of the Act.

On the question of whether
Indian-linked funds in Swiss
banks surged more than three
times the previous year'samount,
Chaudhary said there are some
media reports based on Swiss
National Bank (SNB) statistics

funds in Swiss banks haverisenin
2024 as compared to previous
year’s amount. However,
Chaudhary, pointed out that as
per Swiss authorities, the data in
respect of SNB statistics includes,
inter alia,amounts due in respect
of customer deposits (including in
foreign branches of Swiss Banks
located in any country), other lia-
bilities as well as amounts due to
banks. “The Swiss authorities have
also clarified that the SNB annual
banking statistics should not be
used for analysing deposits held

by residents of India in
Switzerland,” he said. Indian
money in Swiss banks more than
tripled in 2024 to 3.5 billion Swiss
francs (CHF), or approximately Rs
37,600 crore on the back of ahuge
jump in funds held through local
branches and other financial in-
stitutions, news agency PIThad re-
ported last month.

Onthe query to provide details
of outstanding tax demand raised
from the data shared with India
via Automatic Exchange of
Information under India-
Switzerland tax agreement, the
Minister said there is no cen-
tralised data for the specific query
on country-wise undisclosed for-
eignincome and the action taken.
“Tax demand arising in cases of
undisclosed foreignincome or as-
sets can pertain to multiple juris-
dictions. Country-wise bifurcation
of suchdemand is not maintained
centrally,” Chaudhary said.

FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

PSBs pocketed 9K crore over 5 years
for minimum balance non-maintenance

SIDDHARTH UPASANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

EVEN AS a number of banks are
announcing the waiving off of
charges on non-maintenance of
minimum balances, the Finance
Ministry on Tuesday informed
Parliament that public sector
banks (PSBs) collected almost Rs
9,000 crore as penalties on the
same over a five-year period.
According to data shared by
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary inresponse to
a question in the Rajya Sabha,
state-owned lenders collected
Rs 8,932.98 crore as penal

State-owned lenders
collected Rs 8,932.98
crore as penal charges
on non-maintenance
of minimum Average
Monthly Balance in the
five years starting
2020-21 up to 2024-25

charges on non-maintenance of
minimum Average Monthly
Balance in the five years starting
2020-21 and up to 2024-25.
The data shared by the

Finance Ministry on Tuesday
comes days after Union Bank of
India joined a host of other PSBs
in waiving off penalties on non-
maintenance of minimum bal-
ances, an issue that has been a
sensitive one for some time.

“This move is aimed at
ensuring uniformity, fairness,
and enhancing accessibility of
basic banking services to cus-
tomers,” Union Bank of India
said last week.

Other PSBs that have ended
these charges from the ongoing
quarter include Canara Bank,
Bank of Baroda, Punjab National
Bank, Indian Bank, Bank of India,
and Central Bank of India, the

Finance Ministry said on
Tuesday.

The country’s largest lender,
State Bank of India, has not
levied non-maintenance penal-
ties since March 2020.

“The  Department of
Financial Services (DFS) has ad-
vised banks to examine the issue
of rationalisation of penal
charges for non-maintenance of
Minimum Average Balance
(MAB), with specific emphasis
on providing relief to customers
in semi-urban and rural areas,”
Chaudhary further told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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IN APRIL, IMF PROJECTED INDIA’S FY26 GROWTH AT 6.2%

IMF upgrades India’s FY26
GDP growth forecast to
0.4% as trade tensions ease

SIDDHARTHUPASANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary
Fund (IMF) on Tuesday raised its
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth forecast for India to 6.4
per cent for both 2025-26 and
2026-27 on account of easing
global trade tensions, with the
world economy also seen ex-
panding at a slightly faster pace
than what the multilateral organ-
isation had predicted in April.
“InIndia, growthis projected
to be 6.4 per cent in 2025 and
2026, with both numbers revised
slightly upward, reflecting a
more benign external environ-
ment than assumed in the April
reference forecast,” the IMF said
in an update to its World
Economic Outlook report, refer-
ring to India’s fiscal years that be-
ginin 2025 and 2026.
According to non-partisan
policy research centre The Budget
Lab at Yale, US consumers faced
an overall average effective tariff
rate of 18.2 per cent as on July 28,
down from 28 per centon April 9.
India’s GDP is estimated to
have increased by 6.5 per cent in
2024-25, the lowest growth rate
infouryears. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), meanwhile, expects
the GDP to grow by another 6.5
per centin the current fiscal, with
the Finance Ministry estimating
itin the range of 6.3-6.8 per cent.
For 2026-27, the RBI on April 9
had forecast a growth rate of 6.7
er cent. Back in April, the IMF

oin FREE Telegram Channelchat.wha

INTERNATIONAL
MONETARY FUND
PROJECTIONS
India* | 6.4% 6.2%
World | 3.0% 2.8%
Brazil | 23% | 2.0%
Canada| 1.6% | 14%
China | 4.8% | 4.0%
Euro 1.0% 0.8%
Area

Japan | 0.7% 0.6%
Russia | 09% | 15%
UK 1.2% 1.1%
UsS 1.9% 1.8%
*India forecast for FY26; 2025
forothers Source: IMF

had cut its growth forecasts for
India by 30 basis points (bps) to
6.2 per cent for 2025-26 and by
20 bps to 6.3 per cent for 2026-
27 due to “higher levels of trade
tensions and global uncer-
tainty”. Since then, the tariff war
waged by the US has eased
somewhat, with IMF Chief
Economist  Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas calling the Trump
administration’s April actions an
“unprecedented escalation”.
Moreover, global financial
conditions have eased and the
US dollar has weakened around
8 tIger cent since January, allow-

ing the IMF to now project that
the global GDP will grow 3 per
cent in 2025 and 3.1 per cent in
2026, up from 2.8 per centand 3
per cent, respectively, predicted
in April.

‘Historically high’
tariffs

However, the IMF continued
to warn that while the “modest
decline in trade tensions” had
contributed to the resilience of
the global economy, tariffs re-
main “historically high” and
global policy remains highly un-
certain, with risks to the world
“firmly to the downside”.

“...compared to our pre-April
2 forecast, global growth is re-
vised downwards by 0.2pp (0.2
percentage points) this year. At
around 3 per cent, global growth
remains disappointingly below
pre-COVID average. And we con-
tinue to project a persistent de-
cline in global trade as a share of
output despite the recent front-
loading, from 57 per centin 2024
to 53 per cent in 2030,”
Gourinchas said. One percentage
pointis equal to 100 basis points.

The other countries expected
by the IMF to grow at a faster pace
now in both 2025 and 2026 in-
clude the US, Canada, China,
Brazil, Saudi Arabia, and Nigeria.
China, in fact, received the largest
growth forecast upgrade by the
IMEF, with its GDP now seen ex-
panding 4.8 per cent in 2025, up
from4 per cent predicted in April.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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From rugby balls to umbrellas,
Decathlon to double down

on sourcing from In

. fﬁd Y=

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 29

FRENCH SPORTING goods giant
Decathlon plans to significantly
ramp up sourcing from India,
aiming to nearly double the coun-
try’s shareinits global production
to 15 per cent by 2030, it said on
Tuesday. The retailer, which op-
erates over 130 stores across 55
Indian cities, also expects to
spend $3 billion on sourcing from
Indian suppliers over the next five
years for both the domestic mar-
ket and exports.

Already, Indian suppliers ac-
count for a large share of
Decathlon’s global production in
select products like rugby balls (60
per cent),umbrellas (35 per cent),
and textiles (20 per cent). Overall,
India’s share stands at 8 per cent.

Upping sourcing

By 2030, the French retailer
expects 90 per cent of the quanti-
ties sold in India to be locally man-
ufactured, up from 70 per cent to-
day. As of now, nearly 99 per cent
of Decathlon bicycles sold inIndia
are locally made, followed by tex-
tiles(75 per cent),bags and acces-
sories (65 per cent),and footwear
(55 per cent).

Decathlon set upits first pro-
duction office in India 25 years
ago in Chennai, starting with
some leather products for horse
riding. The company currently
has seven production offices in
India, through which it sources
from 83 local suppliers, spend-
ing around $480 million annu-
ally. The suppliers manufacture
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(From left to right) Head of Decathlon Production Frederic
Merlevede, Decathlon Sports India CEO Sankar Chatterjee and
Head of Decathlon India Production Deepak D’Souza, in

New Delhi on Tuesday.

Source: Company

goods based on Decathlon’s
technical specifications. Popular
for its wide range of affordable
offerings, Decathlon is increas-
ingly focussing on high-end
sporting gear as it looks to cater
to the full spectrum of buyers.

“It's very important to under-
stand that Decathlon is a multi-
sport specialist and we accom-
pany the beginner, the
intermediate, and the pro,”
Frederic Merlevede, its global
production head, told The Indian
Express. Merlevede added that
Decathlon’s top of the range
products also tend to be “20-30
per cent less expensive than the
competition”.

India bestsellers

In India, the products that
move in large numbers include
socks, 10-litre backpacks, skipping
ropes, bottles, caps, and t-shirts.

“There are several sports that
are gaining popularity in India to-
day. One of the biggest is outdoor
sports — including hiking and
trekking, which many people are

taking up. Fitness is another major
category on the rise, with activi-
ties like running and yoga seeing
strong growth,” said Deepak
D’Souza, Decathlon’s India pro-
ductionhead. While Indiais akey
market for Decathlon —which re-
ported €16.2 billion in net sales
globally in 2024 — 60 per cent of
its business still comes from
Europe.

Merlevede said the India-EU
free trade agreement (FTA), cur-
rently under negotiation, “will
bring a lot of positive advantages”
to both regions, and expressed
hopeitwould be signed by theend
of the year. If tariffs on sporting
goodsand textilesarereduced, the
FTA could make it easier for
Decathlon to supply European
markets from India.

Going forward, the company
will focus on expanding produc-
tion of footwear, fitness equip-
ment, and technical textiles —
suchas swimwear —inIndia. Over
the next five years, it also aims to
develop fitness electronics to help
monitor vitals.

Eminent economist, House of Lords member Meghnad Desai passes away at 85

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, JULY 29

EMINENT INDIA-BORN British
economist, former Labour party
politician, and House of Lords
member Meghnad Desai passed
away on Tuesday. He was 85. A
prominent and well-regarded
voice in economics in the UK,
India, and beyond, Desai was a
widely respected academic who
wrote over 200 articles published
in academic journals and au-
thored over 25 books.

A Professor Emeritus of the
London School of Economics
(LSE), where he had a long and
distinguished career, Desai also
wrote scores of columns in news-
papers in the UK and India, in-

cluding in The Indian Express. In
2008, he was awarded India’s
third-highest civilian honour —
the Padma Bhushan.

Although a celebrated econo-
mist, Desai’s writings and com-
mentary spanned varied subjects
— economics, politics, political
and social economy, history, soci-
ology, international affairs, and
even cinema. In fact, Desai report-
edly counted his biography of the
legendary actor Dilip Kumar —
Nehru's Hero: Dilip Kumar in the
life of India — as his “greatest
achievement”. Desai was an avid
watcher of old Hindi films, and
also had a passion for cooking.

After learning of Desai’s
passing, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took to social
media platform X to express his

condolences.

“Anguished by the passing
away of Shri Meghnad Desai Ji, a
distinguished thinker, writer and
economist. He always remained
connected to India and Indian cul-
ture. He also played arole in deep-
ening India-UK ties. Will fondly
recall our discussions, where he
shared his valuable insights.
Condolences to his family and
friends. Om Shanti,” Modi
posted on X. Sanjeev
Sanyal, member of the
Economic Advisory |
Council to the Prime
Minister, wrote on X,

“Very sorry to hear that

eminent economist
Meghnad Desai has passed away.
I had known him for over two
decades. He was always cheerful

MEGHNAD DESAI
1940 -2025

and open to new ideas.Iwill cher-
ish the many long discussions and
debates that we had over the
years. Om Shanti.”

Born on July 10, 1940 in
Vadodara to Jagdish Chandra, a
civil servant, and Mandakini
Desai, a homemaker, Desai grew
up with three siblings. He earned
his BA in 1958 and MA in eco-
nomics in 1960 from the

University of Bombay, after
_ whichhebagged a schol-
% arship to the University
\ Il of Pennsylvania, where
| he completed his PhD

/| in Economics in 1963.

Desai, also well-

known as Lord Desai due

to his membership of the upper
house of the British parliament,
taught economics from 1965 to

2003 at the LSE. He was ap-
pointed as a lecturer at the LSE in
1965, and became a Professor of
Economics there in 1983. Desai
went on to head LSE’s
Development Studies Institute
from 1990 to 1995, and estab-
lished and led the LSE Centre for
the Study of Global Governance.
During his time at the LSE, Desai
researched and lectured on a va-
riety of subjects—Marxian analy-
sis, applied econometrics, Indian
development and reform,
poverty, globalisation, and the
role of private markets.

In 1971, Desai joined the
British Labour Party and was ele-
vated to the House of Lords in June
1991. He was Chairman of the
Gandhi Memorial Statue Trust
which helped erect the statue of

Mahatma Gandhi in London’s
Parliament Square.In 1991, he was
created a life peer as Baron Desai
St Clement Danes in the City of
Westminster. In 2020, Desai re-
signed as a member of the UK's
Opposition Labour Party over its
failure to effectively tackle antise-
mitic racism within its ranks.

He authored numerous
books, the most recent being The
Poverty of Political Economy: How
Economics Abandoned the Poor
(2022). His other notable books
are Marx’s Revenge: The
Resurgence of Capitalism and the
Death of Statist Socialism,
Rethinking Islamism: Ideology of
the New Terror, The Route to All
Evil: The Political Economy of Ezra
Pound, a novel Dead on Time, and
The Rediscovery of India.
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Author Kiran Desai. AP

UNITED KINGDOM
Kiran Desaiin
Booker longlist
with new novel

London: Indian author
Kiran Desai, who won the
Booker Prize and then did-
n’t publish a novel for al-
most two decades, is up for
the award again with her
long-awaited follow-up.
“The Loneliness of Sonia
and Sunny,” the 677-page
tale of two young Indians
making their way in the
United States, is one of 13
books announced Tuesday
as semifinalists for the
prestigious 50,000-pound
($67,000) prize. The con-
tenders include authors
from nine countries on
four continents.It's Desai’s
first novel since “The
Inheritance of Loss,” which
won the Bookerin 2006.A
list of six finalists will be
announced Sept. 23, and
this year’s winner will be
crowned on Nov. 10 at a
ceremony in London. AP

SINGAPORE

Official pleads
guilty for sexually
abusing 6 Indians

Singapore: An Indian-origin
officer with the Singapore
immigration department
has pleaded guilty to accept-
ing bribesin the form of sex-
ual favours from six Indian
nationals in exchange for fa-
cilitating their short-term
visit pass applications to ex-
tend their stay in the city-
state, according to a media
report on Tuesday. Kannan
Morice Rajagopal Jayaram
pleaded guilty on Monday
to three corruption charges,
eachinvolvingan Indian na-
tional. Another three similar
charges involving three
other Indian men will be
considered during his sen-
tencing, which is scheduled
for August 18. AP

CHINA

30 killedin heavy
rains and floods,
relief effortson

Bishkek: Authorities in
Beijing have launched all-
out disaster relief and res-
cue operations after a fresh
spell of intense rainstorms
left 30 people dead, dam-
aging roads, disrupting
power supply, and prompt-
ing mass evacuation. The
deaths occurred in Beijing's
northern mountainous dis-
tricts, with 28 in Miyun and
two in Yanqing, according
to local authorities.
President Xi Jinping or-
dered all-out efforts to en-
sure the safety of people's
lives and property in the
fight against rain-triggered
floods. PTI
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TrRUMP CAPS VISIT BY OPENING GOLF COURSE

US President Donald Trump opened a new golf course bearing his name in Scotland Tuesday;
capping a five-day foreign trip designed around promoting his family's luxury properties and
playing golf. “Let's go.1:2-3,” Trump said before he cut the red ribbon. AP

‘ISRAELMUST TAKE STEPS TO END GAZA CRISIS, NO ANNEXATION IN WEST BANK® RllSSlaIl Strlkes

UK plans torecognise Palestinein Sept kil 27 in Ukraine,
unless Israel meets conditions: Starmer Kremlin ignores

‘Worst-case scenario of famine’
in Gaza, say food crisis experts

REUTERS
LONDON, JULY 29

PRIME MINISTER Keir Starmer
said on Tuesday Britain was pre-
pared to recognise a Palestinian
state in September at the United
Nations General Assembly unless
Israel takes a number of steps to
improve life for Palestinians.

Britain, if it acts, would be-
come the second Western power
on the U.N. Security Council to
do so after France last week, re-
flectingIsrael's deepeningisola-
tion over its conduct in its war
against Hamas in Gaza, where a
humanitarian disaster has setin
and the Palestinian death toll has
risen above 60,000.

Starmer said Britain would
make the move unless Israel
took substantive steps to allow
more aid to enter Gaza, made
clear there will be no annexation
of the West Bank and commits
to a long-term peace process
that delivers a "two-state solu-
tion" - a Palestinian state co-ex-
isting in peace alongside Israel.

“The Palestinian people have
endured terrible suffering,”
Starmer told reporters. "Now, in
Gaza, because of a catastrophic
failure of aid, we see starving ba-
bies, children too weak to stand,
images that will stay with us fora
lifetime. The suffering mustend.”

Starmer said his government
would make an assessment in
September on "how far the par-
ties have met these steps”, but
that no one would have a veto
over the decision.

He took the decision after re-
calling his cabinet during the
summer holidays on Tuesday to
discuss a new proposed peace
plan being worked on with other
European leaders and how to de-
liver more humanitarian aid for
Gaza's 2.2 million people.

Successive British govern-
ments have said they will for-
mally recognise a Palestinian
state when the time is right,
without ever setting a timetable
or specifying the necessary con-
ditions.
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A Palestinian woman in a destryed neighbourhood in central Gaza Strip on Tuesday. The
Palestinian death toll in Gaza has risen above 60,000, authorities said. Reuters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TELAVIV,JULY 29

The “worst-case scenario of
famine is currently playing outin
the Gaza Strip,” the leading inter-
national authority on food crises
said in a new alert Tuesday, pre-
dicting “widespread death”
without immediate action.
Thealert, still short of a formal
famine declaration, follows an
outcry over images of emaciated
children in Gaza and reports of
dozens of hunger-related deaths
after nearly 22 months of war.
The international pressure
led Israel over the weekend to
announce measures, including
daily humanitarian pauses in
fighting in parts of Gaza and air-
drops. The United Nations and
Palestinians on the ground say

little has changed, and desper-
ate crowds continue to over-
whelm and unload delivery
trucks before they can reach
their destinations.

The Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification, or IPC, said
Gaza has teetered on the brink of
famine for two years, but recent
developments have “dramati-
cally worsened” the situation, in-
cluding “increasingly stringent
blockades” by Israel.

A formal famine declaration,
whichisrare, requires the kind of
data thatthelack of access to Gaza
and mobility within has largely
denied. The IPChas only declared
famine a few times — in Somalia
in 2011, South Sudanin 2017 and
2020, and parts of Sudan's west-
ern Darfur region last year.

Butindependent experts say
they don't need a formal decla-

MANHATTAN BUILDING SHOOTING

NY Mayor says man who killed 4
was targeting NFL headquarters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, JULY 29

NEW YORK City Mayor Eric
Adams said Tuesday that a gun-
man who killed four people ata
Manhattan office building was
trying to target the headquarters
of the National Football League
but took the wrong elevator.

Investigators believe Shane
Tamura was trying to get to the
NFL offices after shooting several
peoplein the building's lobby but
accidentally entered the wrong
set of elevator banks, Adams said
ininterviews on Tuesday.

Four people, including an off-
duty New York City police officer,
were killed. Police said Tamura
had a history of mental illness,
and arambling note found on his
body suggested he had a griev-
ance against the NFL over an un-
substantiated claim that he suf-
fered from chronic traumatic
encephalopathy. He had played
football in high school in

NYPD officers in Midtown
Manhattan, New York. AP

California nearly two decades ago.

“He seemed to have blamed
the NFL,” the mayor said. "The NFL
headquarters was located in the
building,and he mistakenly went
up the wrong elevator bank.”

The note claimed he had
been suffering from CTE — the
degenerative brain disease that
has been linked to concussions
and other repeated head trauma
common in contact sports like
football — and said his brain
should be studied after he died,
two people familiar with the
matter said.

Shooting claims
life of Blackstone’s
senior executive

Wesley
LePatner
was43

New York: Blackstone’s offices
were closed Tuesday after a sen-
ior Blackstone executive Wesley
LePatner was killed in
Manhattan building shooting.
Blackstone CEO Stephen
Schwarzman and President Jon
Gray called it the "worst dayin the
firm's 40 year history," according
to people who saw the memao.
LePatner was 43 years old. A
mother and wife, LePatner served
as the CEO of Blackstone Real
Estate Income Trust, or BREIT, a
real estate fund, and the global
head of core real estate for the $1.2
trillion company. REUTERS

ration to know what they're see-
ing in Gaza.

“Just as a family physician can
often diagnose a patient she's fa-
miliar with based on visible
symptoms without having to
send samples to the lab and wait
for results, so too we can inter-
pret Gaza's symptoms. This is
famine,” Alex de Waal, author of
“Mass Starvation: The History
and Future of Famine” and exec-
utive director of the World Peace
Foundation said.

The report is based on avail-
able information through July 25
and says the crisis has reached
“analarming and deadly turning
point.” It says data indicates that
famine thresholds have been
reached for food consumptionin
most of Gaza — atits lowest level
since the war began — and for
acute malnutrition in Gaza City.

The Netherlands
to ban far-right
Israeli ministers

Itamar Ben-Gvir; Bezalel
Smotrich

The Hague: The Netherlands will
ban two far-right Israeli minis-
ters from entering the country,
in the latest European response
to the rapidly deteriorating situ-
ation in Gaza, the country's for-
eign minister said.

The ban and other measures
were announced in a letter
Foreign Minister Caspar
Veldkamp sent to lawmakers
late Monday evening, declaring
“The war in Gaza must stop”.

The ban targets hard-line
National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, key
partners in PM Benjamin
Netanyahu's coalition. AP

How
famineis
® declared

EXPLAINED

AN AREA is classified in
famine when all three of
the following conditions
are confirmed: At least
20% of households have
an extreme lack of food, or
are essentially starving. At
least 30% of children 6
months to 5 years old suf-
fer from acute malnutri-
tion or wasting, meaning
they're too thin. And at
least 2 people or 4 chil-
drenunder 5 per 10,000
are dying daily due to star-
vation or the interaction of
malnutrition and disease.

Bangladeshi-Americans
mourn fallen officer: ‘He
mentored youngsters’

WESLEY PARNELL
NEW YORK, JULY 29

ON A sleepy Bronx street, rela-
tives, friends and leaders of the
Muslim community that en-
veloped Didarul Islam came early
Tuesday to pay their respects just
hours after he was gunned down.

OfficerIslam, 36, was a three-
and-a-half-year veteran of the
New York City Department, an
immigrant from Bangladesh and
the father of two. His wife is
pregnant with their third child.

He was killed in a massacre at
aPark Avenue skyscraper Monday
as he provided security there. The
police say a gunman drove from
Las Vegas to open firein the lobby
and beyond, killing four people
and himself.

“He was saving lives. He was
protecting New Yorkers,” Mayor
Eric Adams said in a news confer-
ence at the Manhattan hospital

Didarul
Islam was
the first
todie

where Officer Islam was pro-
nounced dead. “He embodies
what this city is all about. He’s a
true blue New Yorker, not only in
a uniform he wore.”

Shueb Chowdhury, 49, a
basement tenant of Officer
[slam, said he had been devoted
to his family. “I cannot believe it,”
Chowdhury said. “He was very
young. | saw him this morning
and 12 hours later he’s dead.”

Marjanul Karim, 31, a close
family friend, said that Officer
Islam had mentored young men
in the Bangladeshi community,
more than 100,000-strong in
polyglot New York City.He had ex-
pected Islam to attend his wed-
ding in September. NYT

THE FINNS ARE DESPERATELY LOOKING FOR SOLUTIONS BECAUSE THEY GET ONLY TWO MONTHS OF SUMMER

Finland’s short, precious summers are plagued by S

AMELIANIERENBERG
& JOHANNALEMOLA
HELSINKI, JULY 29

EACH SUMMER, sun-starved
Finns flock to Hietsu Beach, a
sandy stretch in Helsinki, to exer-
cise, splash and attempt to tan.
Amid alate July, record-break-
ing heat wave, a very different
flock has also been stalking the
surf around Finland’s capital; bar-
nacle geese — white-faced, black-
backed and ever-present. At night,
they roost by the water’s edge.
Come daytime, as people spread
out their towels, they waddle
away, leaving small mountains of
excrement in their tracks.

“There can be a shocking
amount of poop,” acknowledged
Jukka Lundgren, the manager of
Helsinki’s public beaches, who
has spent 15 of his 18 years on the
job trying to keep the sand from
looking like a goose litter box.

Now, after Sisyphean sum-
mers facing down the fowl’s fe-
ces, he thinks that he just may
have found a solution: awheeled
cage with a strong resemblance
to an old-fashioned hand lawn
mower that is meant to sift the
dirtied sand and whisk up only
the offending feces.

The contraption may be
Helsinki’s most innovative poop-
fighting effort yet. It is being
tested this summer on about half

the city’s 25 public beaches. It
was designed in-house by beach
staff members, who drew inspi-
ration from a public competition
last year meant to crowdsource
poop-scooping ideas.

Finns are hardly alone in their
fight against geese droppings,
which can carry dangerous germs
like E. coli and salmonella. In other
places, officials fight the problem
atits source: the birds themselves.
In recent years, Canadians have
tried to relocate the geese, New
Yorkers hired a patrol dog and
Californians moved to cull them.

But Finland does not allow
culling, and hunting geese in ur-
ban Helsinki would not be a fea-
sible option anyway.

Join FREE Whatsa

The Finns are desperate for
solutions because their two
months of summer are precious.
They live so far north, that's
about all they get.

However brief, the summers
they do get can sometimes be
unpredictably hot, with this past
Sunday marking the 16th con-
secutive day that temperatures
exceeded 30 degrees Celsius, or
86 degrees Fahrenheit, some-
where in Finland — a record.

So on a recent afternoon — a
warm day in a city where any-
thing over 25 degree Celsius is

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat. whatsapp corn/HquPnwiWbBAgy9%@}{§i§bred hot — Pauli Puirava
White-faced and black-backed Barnacle geese can be seen

everywhere in Helsinki. NYT

biked with his wife and two chil-
dren to Hietsu Beach, whose for-
mal name is Hietaranta.They

Trump’s threats

#l'ﬂ

wl

?:‘-F- 0

A serviceman walks at the site hit by a Russian air strike in
Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine on Tuesday. Reuters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV,JULY 29

RUSSIAN GLIDE bombs and bal-
listic missiles struck a Ukrainian
prison and a medical facility
overnight and killed at least 27
people across the country, offi-
cials said Tuesday, as Russia kept
up its relentless pounding of
civilian areas despite US
President Donald Trump's threat
to soon punish it with sanctions
and tariffs unless it stops.

Four powerful Russian glide
bombs hit a prison in Ukraine's
southeastern Zaporizhzhia re-
gion, authorities said. They killed
atleast 17 inmates and wounded
more than 80 others, officials said.

In the Dnipro region of cen-
tral Ukraine, authorities said
Russian missiles partially de-
stroyed a three-story building
and damaged nearby medical fa-
cilities, including a maternity
hospital and a city hospital ward.
Officials said at least four people
were killed and eight injured, in-
cluding a pregnant woman who
was in a serious condition.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that
across the country, 22 people
were killed in Russian strikes on
73 cities, towns and villages.
“These were conscious, deliber-
ate strikes - not accidental,”
Zelenskyy said on Telegram.

Trump said Monday he is giv-
ing Russian President Vladimir
Putin 10 to 12 days to stop the
killing in Ukraine after three years
of war, moving up a 50-day dead-
line he had given the Russian
leader two weeks ago. The move
meant Trump wants peace efforts
to make progress by Aug. 7-9.

Trump has repeatedly re-
buked Putin for talking about end-
ing the war but continuing to
bombard Ukrainian civilians. But
the Kremlin hasn't changed its
tactics. “I'm disappointed in
President Putin,” Trump said
during a visit to Scotland.

Zelenskyy welcomed Trump's
move on the timeline. “Everyone
needs peace - Ukraine, Europe, the
United States, and responsible
leaders across the globe,”
Zelenskyy said in a post on
Telegram.

Bangladesh: Mob damages
homes of minorities, govt
issues repair work orders

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, JULY 29

AT LEAST adozen homes belong-
ing to the members of the Hindu
community were damaged by a
mob over the weekend in north-
western Bangladesh, according
to officials and media reports.

The office of the interim gov-
ernment's Chief Adviser,
Muhammad Yunus Tuesday said
orders have beenissued to repair
the houses damaged in the vio-
lence in Gangachara upazila of
Rangpur.

The violence erupted on
Saturday after a 17-year-old
Hindu youth allegedly made
derogatory remarks against the
Prophet on social media, Bangla
language daily Prothom Alo re-
ported.Police have arrested the
teenager, a third-semester stu-
dent at a private polytechnic in-
stitute, the paper said.

Citing Gangachara police sta-
tion officer-in-charge Al Emran,
the paper said the police re-
ceived a complaint that a boy
had posted offensive content on
Facebook.

"Once the allegations were
found to be true, he was detained

hockmgh amount’ of goose
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brought some nuts and a few juice
boxes for their children, 5 and 8.

Helsinki’s humans are not
the only ones who gravitate to
the beach in summer. Last July,
according to the Finnish
Environment Institute, re-
searchers counted about 5,300
geese in the Helsinki area.

The plump birds are every-
where: They jaywalk across bike
paths, swagger through cross-
walks barefoot like the Beatles,
preen in the parks and some-
times strut between office build-
ings and cultural landmarks in
the city center.

In parks, the problem can be
even worse, with the droppings
matting the grass and squishing

gy98nValQ

around 8:30 pmon Saturday and
brought to the police station,” he
said, adding that he was senttoa
juvenile rehabilitation centre fol-
lowing a court order.

Following the incident, en-
raged locals carried out attacks
and vandalised several homes
belonging to members of the
Hindu community on Saturday
night and again on Sunday after-
noon. The situation was brought
under control by the army, ac-
cording to the paper.

Yunus' office said 12 Hindu
households were damaged in the
violence. "Three families, includ-
ing that of the detained boy and
his uncle, are staying at their rela-
tives' homes ata neighbouring vil-
lage,” the chief adviser's office said.

"The repair works of the
Hindu households will start
from Tuesday under the super-
vision of the district and con-
cerned sub-district administra-
tions,” it said in a statement.

The male members of 19 of
the 22 affected Hindu families
are now living at their homes, but
the female members were stay-
ing elsewhere since their houses
were damaged, it said, quoting
Rangpur's deputy commissioner
Mohammad Rabiul Faisal.

poop

into the treads of shoes.

Atthe beach, sunbathers must
check the sand before they lay
down their blankets. Beach vol-
leyball players hope that a dive
does not bring them face to face
with you know what. And par-
ents, like Puirava, an entrepreneur
keep a watchful eye out so their
young children do not end up
putting the feces in their mouths.

“You have to watch your
every step,” he said. To keep up
with the cleaning demands, the
ranks of summer maintenance
workers have grown in the past
decade,Lundgren said. Some
beaches can see well over 40
pounds of excrement a day, he
said. NYT
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EXPOSURE OVERLONG TERMTOAIR
POLLUTIONINCREASES DEMENTIA

LONG-TERM exposure to air pollution is
linked to an increased risk of developing
dementia, a new large-scale study by
Cambridge University researchers has
found. The report, published in The Lancet
Planetary Health last week, is the most
comprehensive assessment of its kind, in-
volving a systematic review of 51 studies
and drawing on data from more than 29
million participants who had been ex-
posed to air pollutants for at least one year.

The findings

The study, the most comprehensive of
itskind, found a positive and statistically-
significant association between three
common air pollutants and dementia.

PMZ2.5: Predominantly produced by
vehicle emissions and thermal power
plants, PM2.5 is extremely fine particu-
late matter with a diameter of 2.5 mi-
crometres or less. The study found that
for every 10 micrograms per cubic metre
(ng/m3) of long-term exposure to PM2.5,
an individual’s relative risk of dementia
would increase by 17% from the baseline.
For context, the average PM2.5 levels at
Delhi’s ITO pollution AQI monitoring sta-
tion over the last 24 hours (as of Tuesday,
8 pm)was 72.

NO2: Nitrogen dioxide is produced pri-
marily due to the burning of fossil fuels by
vehicles, thermal power plants, and vari-
ous industrial processes. The study found
that for every 10 pg/m3 of long-term ex-
posure to nitrogen dioxide, the relative risk
of dementia increased by 3%. The average
NO2 levels at the ITO station over the last
24 hours (as of Tuesday, 8 pm) was 86.

SOOT: Soot or black carbon PM2.5
comes from sources such as vehicle ex-
haust emissions and burning wood. The
study reported that dementia risk
jumped by 13% for each 1 pg/ms3 of long-
term soot exposure. The Central Pollution
Control Board does not separately report
BC/PM2.5 levels.

The explanation

Over the years, scientists have pro-
posed several mechanisms to explain
how air pollution may cause dementia.
These primarily involve inflammationin
the brain and oxidative stress (caused by

RISK, SAYS ALARGE NEW STUDY

Delhi covered in a thick blanket of
smog in 2023. Praveen Khanna

animbalance between the production of
reactive oxygen species and the body’s
ability to detoxify them, leading to cellu-
lar damage).

Both oxidative stress and inflamma-
tion play a role in the onset and progres-
sion of dementia, and air pollution is
thought to trigger these processes
through direct entry of pollutants into the
brain or via the mechanisms that under-
lie lung and cardiovascular diseases.

Why this matters

Dementiais a term for several diseases
that affect memory, thinking, and the abil-
ity to perform daily activities. The illness
gets worse over time, and mainly affects
older people. According to WHO, some 57
million people had dementia worldwide
in 2021, with the number expected to in-
crease to at least 150 million by 2050.

The rise in air pollution, especially in
developing countries, might lead to an
even sharperrise in cases. WHO data show
that 99% of the global population breathes
air that exceeds WHO guideline limits and
contains high levels of pollutants, with
low-and middle-income countries suffer-
ing from the highest exposures.

“These findings underscore the need
for an interdisciplinary approach to de-
mentia prevention. Preventing demen-
tiais not just the responsibility of health-
care: this study strengthens the case that
urban planning, transport policy,and en-
vironmental regulation all have a signif-
icant role to play,” said Dr Christiaan
Bredell from the University of Cambridge,
and the study’s first author. ENS

NEWATLAS MAPS BIODIVERSITY
HOTSPOTS HIDING UNDERGROUND

THE WORLD’S biological
riches are not evenly distrib-
uted. Instead, much of Earth’s
plant and animal life is con-
centrated inasmall number of
biodiversity hotspots — from
the tropical rainforests of the
Amazon to the meadows of
the Himalayas — that have
earned enormous scientific
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chine learning models, the
scientists predicted thatrich
reservoirs of these fungi lie
hidden in some unexpected
places, including the
Alaskan tundra and
Mediterranean woodlands.

Scientists pulled to-
gether more than 2.8 billion
fungal DNA sequences from

and conservation attention.

NEW RESEARCH

25,000 soil samples col-

Now, a new research sug-
gests that more of these crit-
ical hotspots could be hiding beneath our
feet —undocumented and largely unpro-
tected. Last week, a team of scientists un-
veiled a global underground atlas, map-
ping the biodiversity of organisms known
as mycorrhizal fungi. The fungi, which live
in and on plant roots, form vast under-
ground networks and perform critical
ecosystem services, transporting nutri-
ents to plants, storing carbon, bolstering
soil health and helping crops survive en-
vironmental shocks and stresses.

More than 80% of the world’s plants
form symbiotic relationships with my-
corrhizal fungi, which entwine them-
selves in the plants’ roots and spread
thin filaments underground. Using ma-

Listening to birds, counting them too:

lected in 130 countries and
built machine-learning
models to analyse this data. The models
then made predictions about fungal bio-
diversity, estimating both richness —
how many species were present at a
given location — and rarity, or how
unique those fungi were. More work is
needed to confirm their predictions,
which were published in Nature.

Some of the findings mirror other
well-documented biodiversity trends.
For instance, the map predicts that the
biodiversity of one major subgroup of
mycorrhizal fungi — associated with
grasses, crops and many species of trees
— is greatest near the equator, a pattern
that holds for many plants and animals.
THENYT

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, JULY 28

IN HIS Mann ki Baat radio program on
Sunday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
spoke about the “first-ever grassland bird
census” in Assam’s Kaziranga National Park,
and the technology used
for the exercise.

What is the bird cen-
sus, and what was its

ENVIRONMENT

monitoring tools to conduct his research.

Bora, along with Kaziranga authorities,
decided to use the tools to count all grass-
land bird species in the park, 70% of which
is covered by grassland.

“Our goal was to monitor which grass-
land bird species live in Kaziranga. Most of
these bird species have become rare. They
are small, well-camou-
flaged birds that are not
easily spotted, unlike wet-
land birds. Also, they live in

methodology?

The census exercise

A team of forest officials, scientists, and
conservationists carried out a survey between
March 18 and May 25 torecord the grassland
bird population in Kaziranga National Park.

The idea emerged after doctoral student
Chiranjib Bora, who is studying the black-
breasted parrotbill, a threatened grassland
bird, received the INSPIRE fellowship from
the central government’s Department of
Science & Technology, along with acoustic

peculiar habitats that are
rapidly declining,” Bora said.

The survey prioritised 10 species that
are either globally threatened or are en-
demic to the Brahmaputra floodplains: The
Bengal florican, swamp francolin, Finn’s
weaver, swamp grass babbler, Jerdon’s bab-
bler, slender-billed babbler, black-breasted
parrotbill, marsh babbler, bristled grassbird,
and Indian Grassbird. In all, the survey
recorded 43 grassland bird species, includ-
ing one critically endangered, two endan-
gered, and six vulnerable species on the
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NISAR’s two eyes on Earth

NISAR, launching today, has been jointly built by ISRO and NASA. It will be the most powerful of all Earth
observation satellites, its two synthetic aperture radars operating in tandem in different frequency bands

AMITABHSINHA & ANJALIMARAR
NEW DELHI, BENGALURU, JULY 29

COUNTRIES routinely deploy Earth observa-
tion satellites in space for various purposes.
But the satellite that the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) will launch on
Wednesday is anything but routine.

NISAR (NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture
Radar), built jointly by ISRO and the US National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, has
been in development for more than a decade.

At more than $1 billion, NISAR is the most
expensive satellite ever built. It is also the first
satellite equipped with two synthetic aper-
ture radars (SARs), operating in different fre-
quency bands, which will make it the most
powerful Earth observation satellite ever,
producing data and high-resolution images
that will facilitate research in a range of fields.

What are SARs?

Radars, large dish-shaped antennas, send
out signals in the non-visible spectrum of elec-
tromagnetic waves, typically microwaves or
radio waves, and collect the signals that
bounce back from objects.

The returning signals are analysed to ob-
taininformation such as the distance of the ob-
jectfrom the radar, its velocity (if itis moving),
composition, and texture. Larger antennas are
usually able to collect more information.

A SAR is a special kind of imaging radar
that is deployed in space where large dish-
like radars cannot be sent. SARs use sophis-
ticated technologies and algorithms to
mimic the power and resolution of large
ground-based radars.

NISAR’s antenna, which is 12 metres in di-
ameter, can produce images whose resolution
would be comparable to those generated by a
simple ground-based antenna of 20-km diam-
eter, according to NASA.

A number of SAR-mounted satellites are
currently deployed in space, but none of them
have two SARs. ISRO’s RISAT (Radar Imaging
Satellites) series of satellites — now renamed
to the EOS series — carry a SAR. Some of ISRO’s
other Earth observation satellites such as
Cartosat and Oceansat do not use SARs.

What is the benefit of using SARs that
operate in different frequency bands?
One of NISAR’s SARs operates in L-band
frequency, the other in the S-band. They are
designed to capture complementary sets of
images for the same location at the same time,

1 RADAR ANTENNA
REFLECTOR: Witha
diameter of just 12
m, the antenna can
produceimages
whose resolution )
is comparable to
those taken by
ground-based
antenna with 20 km
diameter.

2 DEPLOYED SOLAR ARRAY: It
will generate electric power,
which will be used to run
instruments such as
the two synthetic
aperture radars.

SAR: It
can

¢/ penetrate
¥ through

tree cover,
ice,and sand to
map the ground below
by using higher
wavelength microwaves.

4S-BAND SAR: Asit uses
shorter wavelength, it
cannot penetrate very deep
into the ground. But S-band

SAR can capture features such as
crop fields and water bodies.

Join FREE Telegram Channelchat.whatsapp.com/HDvgPnxvwWb3Agy98nValQ

providing a detailed view of the Earth.

Both the L-band and S-band radars can see
through clouds, smoke, rain, and fog for an un-
filtered view of the planet across all weathers,
and through day and night.

The different wavelengths of the radars
will enable them to capture different kinds of
details on the surface. The L-band SAR, which
uses higher wavelength microwaves, can bet-
ter penetrate tree cover or vegetation, sand,
and ice. Itwill capture minute details of surface
undulations, and see through dense forest
cover, for example, to map the ground below
and measure tree trunk biomass, which s use-

ful for estimating carbon stock.

The S-band SAR, which has a shorter wave-
length, cannot go very deep, but is good for
capturing larger features such as crop fields
and water bodies. It can observe crops like soy-
bean, corn, and sugarcane, and provide infor-
mation on their growth and maturity stages.

As the L-band and S-band SARs will work
together, they will give a comprehensive pic-
ture of the observed area — generating im-
agery of the kind that is not possible by inte-
grating data from S-band and L-band SARs on
two separate satellites. These satellites would
not be able to look at the same place at the

same time, and any changes that occur be-
tween their observations would be missed.
Putting two SARs on the same satellite was
amajor engineering challenge, which was the
main reason for the extended time that was
needed to get NISAR ready. Each of the two
radars requires its specific hardware, and in-
tegrating their signal processing capabilities
without one of them interfering with the
other needed sophisticated engineering.

What is the significance of ISRO
partnering with NASA on NISAR?

Developing and installing SARs on NISAR
involved significant costs. That is why a col-
laboration between two space agencies
made sense.

The L-band SAR, the 12-metre antenna,
and many other components and systems,
including GPS control, have come from
NASA. ISRO has contributed the S-band SAR,
the rocket, the spacecraft and its sub-sys-
tems, and will carry out the launch.

The two agencies will handle mission op-
erations from their respective ground sta-
tions. NASA has invested about $1.16 billion
in the mission; ISRO has given $90 million.

The idea for a NISAR-like mission emerged
in 2007 after a committee in the US recom-
mended a space mission to study changes in
land, ice, or vegetation cover. The mission
aimed to carry out surface deformation mon-
itoring to facilitate studies of earthquakes,
landslides and volcanoes, and make observa-
tions that would help studies of climate
change, the global carbon cycle, and changes
in vegetation, biomass, and ice cover.

NASA began working on the project in
2008. ISRO came into the picture four years
later, when it identified science studies and
applications that were complementary to the
primary objective of the mission. NASA and
ISRO had collaborated earlier — there was a
NASA payload on Chandrayaan-1 — but they
had not jointly developed or executed a space
mission. The NISAR deal was signed in 2014.

The launch comes at a time when the two
countries have stepped into a more strategic
partnership on space. India has signed on to
the Artemis Accords, a US-led partnership on
space exploration that is closely linked to
NASA’s Artemis program to return humans to
the Moon. NASA and ISRO have also worked
out a strategic framework for human space-
flight cooperation. One of the first outcomes
was the participation of Shubhansu Shuklain
the NASA-facilitated Axiom-4 private mission
to the International Space Station.

Where and how flash floods are impacting India

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

A YEAR ago, landslides following torrential
rain and flash floods killed 373 people in
Wayanad, Kerala. A month before that, five
Armymen were killed after a flash flood in
the Shyok river in Ladakh swept away a tank.
In 2023, dozens died after a Glacial Lake
Outburst Flood (GLOF) in Sikkim. This
month, flash floods and landslides killed
more than 100 people in Himachal Pradesh.
Flash floods after extreme rainfall events
kill more than 5,000 in India annually, and
cause significant damage to infrastructure,
farmlands, and the environment. As the global
climate crisis intensifies, these events are be-
coming more frequent — increasing from 132
in 2020 to 184 in 2022, official figures show.
What factors are driving flash floods and
where, and how can their impacts be lim-
ited? A study by researchers at IIT
Gandhinagar has provided some important
insights. (‘Drivers of flash floods in the Indian
sub-continental river basins’, Nature, July 13)

~.

Most vulnerable

Flash floods occur most frequently in the
Himalayas, Central India, and the west coast
of the country, the study has reported.

The researchers analysed sub-basins
(parts of large river basins) to identify flash-
flood hotspots, and identified sub-basins in
the Brahmaputra, Narmada, Tapi, Mahanadi,
Brahmani, and west coast river basins as be-
ing “extremely prone” to flash flooding.

Parts of the Godavari, Ganga, Mahi, and
Indus river basins have been identified as
“highly susceptible”.

There has been a notable increase in flash
flood events since 1995. Most have occurred
in the Brahmaputra river basin, followed by
the Ganga and Krishna basins, the study says.

Driving factors

Only 25% of flash floods are directly
caused by extreme precipitation, the study
says. The rest are due to a combination of ex-
treme rainfall and the condition of the soil
before precipitation.

“Ifthe ground is already wet before a heavy
rainfall event, chances are the soil would be

(From left) Ashy prinia, Finn’s weaver, and striated babbler. Kaziranga National Park

saturated or near saturated, which canlead to
instant runoff. This increases the risk of flash
floods,” study co-author Vismal Misra said.

In only 23% cases does an extreme rainfall
event lead to immediate (within six hours)
flash floods; prolonged (multi-day) rain, of
both low and high intensity, is usually the
reason, the study says.

On the west coast and in Central India,
flash floods are driven by the high ‘flashiness’
of sub-basins — where water levels rapidly
reach a peak after a heavy rainfall event. Soil
conditions play a crucial role in determining
how quickly water infiltrates a sub-basin.

In the Himalayas, factors such as steep
slopes and high relief (when there is a signif-
icant difference between a high point and
low point) add to chances of flash floods.

Climate change

For every degree Celsius increase in av-
erage temperature, the atmosphere can hold
about 7% more moisture, leading to more in-
tense precipitation.

Between 1981 and 2020, the yearly fre-
quency of extreme precipitation events dou-

ing territory. The instruments recorded all the
birds singing in the landscape,” Dr Ghosh said.
Bora said various tools were then used to
identify the birds from the recordings.
“After recording for three consecutive
days, we removed the recorders and
analysed those sound files. If the sound was
not identifiable, we used software to create
a spectrogram, which is a graphical repre-
sentation of the sound, to aid us in identify-
ing. We also used a tool called Birdnet, which
uses machine learning to try and identify
species by bird song. We covered 29 loca-
tionsin the park using six recorders,” he said.

Significance of findings

bled during the pre-monsoon season in India.
Extreme rainfall during the monsoon, post-
monsoon, and winter seasons has increased
by 56%,40%,and 12.5% respectively, the study
notes. More than 75% of all flash flood events in
the period 1980 to 2018 occurred during the
June-September monsoon season.

Rising temperatures are also leading to
more wet hours in most sub-basins that are
not currently flash flood-prone, says the study.

Adaptation strategies

Findings of the study point to the need to
adopt region-specific adaptation strategies
that are based on factors such as topography
and soil conditions, and not just extreme
rainfall events.

This can help in developing better early
warning systems, targeted disaster pre-
paredness, and long-term adaptation plans,
the researchers say.

There is also a need to identify new po-
tential flash flood hotspots and build climate-
resilient infrastructure to limit the impacts.
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Kaziranga census that PM mentioned

“They nest on treetops, but till now, we
did not know where they were nesting.
During the survey we found a colony of
more than 85 nests,” Dr Ghosh said.

Threats to the birds

Over the past four decades, Assam has
lost around 70% of its grasslands, Bora said.

“There are anthropogenic factors such
as overgrazing and clearing of grasslands
for cultivation. But there is also a natural
phenomenon called ecological succession,
which is basically an instinct for grasslands
to gradually transition to forests. Among the
10 species that we had prioritised, three are
endemic to the grasslands of the Northeast,
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The unique methodology

The use of passive acoustic recording
monitoring was the highlight of the survey,
Kaziranga National Park Director Sonali
Ghosh said. “Surveying these small, shy, and

highly camouflaged birds is very difficult us-
ing traditional methods like visual counting.
So, the acoustic recorders were placed in tall
trees near grasslands during the breeding sea-
son of the birds, between March and May.
This is the season when they are very vocal,
calling out for mates, and with males defend-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

rather like body mass index (BMI) for hu-
mans. “The presence of these birds tells us
that the habitat is healthy,” she said.

The park authorities are particularly ex-
cited by the discovery of a breeding colony
of the endangered Finn’s weaver, which is
endemic to the Brahmaputra flood plain.

e said.

Climate change is a major concern, Dr
Ghosh said. “It is a cause of worry. We used
to see a lot more of some species like the
Bengal florican, but this time we could de-
tect only one or two. Further study can tell
us if the decline is influenced by climate
change or other factors,” she said.
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CROSSWORD 5741

1 B ] it

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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EYE-RUBBING-
PALOOLA,

IT'S THE
SIMPLE

ACROSS

1To lead on is wrong causing
great distress (10)

8 Dotty sort of dance? (5)

9 Four who work and play
together(7)

10 There’s merit in unhappy
endings (7)

11 Country engaged in taking
back help (5)

12 Means it won’t have a
principal part (6)

14 Such work is outstanding
(6)

17 Check the keyinasarule(5)
19 A girl after a bit of butter for
her kneecap (7)

21 Models of no standing (7)
22 Pamphlet followed by
pronouncement(5)

23 Decries new changesin TV
format (10)

DOWN

2 General form of increase (7)
3Inthe zoo some took a
picture of an animal (5)

4 Discharge an account
and leave (6)

5 Fancy - game in one
move (7)

6 Observed how musicis
written (5)

7 It's sad if standards become
as low as this (2,4-4)

8 Effectively demonstrates
how one votes? (4,6)

13 Make an effort to study
with care (7)

15 Reputation for enjoying
poor health?(3,4)

16 Fits and starts (6)

18 I won't resort to being
pulled along (2,3)

20 Coachman? (5)

GETTING 15
BETTER THAN
HAYING .

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

WHEM YOM GET SoMETHING,
TS NEW AND EXCITING

BUT EVER{THING | THATS WHY
oM GET TURNS [YOU ALWAS
IO SOMETHING | WEED TO

1 FEEL LIKE TWM W SomE
STOCKHOLDER'S DREAM

—

1 WHEN YON HAVE SOMETHING,

o0 TAKE \T FOR. GRANTED
AND IT'S BORING,
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THINGS !

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

. BAG, BERNIE?

OKAY, WHAT'S IN THE BIG

/

Solutions Crossword 5740 Across: 1 Scraps, 4 Bridge, 9 Crouton, 10 Valet, 11 Notch,
12 Workman, 13 Hurried meal, 18 Rolls up, 20 Nudge, 22 Defoe, 23 Romance, 24
Tastes, 25 Amoeba Down: 1 Second, 2 Roost, 3 Pitcher, 5 Raver, 6 Dilemma, 7 Extend,
8 Snow leopard, 14 Uplifts, 15 Minimum, 16 Credit, 17 Reseda, 19 Siege, 21 Dense

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip.

The only way to enjoy anythingin thislifeisto_______.-Ginger Rogers (4,2,5)
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Difficulty Level 1s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

Ts =Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard;

6s = Genius
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

W

The risky
planetary
situationis
compounded
by lunar formations which
create confusion. You may
wish to turn down lively
opportunities and go for
quiet. A few minutes of

meditation could help you

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Listen to

@ colleagues.
Unless you follow

that projects in the pipeline

may have to be abandoned.

work out your true purpose.

experienced
cautious advice, you may find
[ think you're finding it

easier to stand on your
own feet, though.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The correct
way for you to
go is towards
ethical actions.
Be graceful if others offend
you and be charitable if
they need help. Events
at work may be just
alittle muddled, but that’s
precisely why your clarity
of mind will be so useful.
CANCER (June 22 -
July 23)
However much
you would like to
be the centre of attention, if
you are a typical Cancerian
you will find it very difficult
to be truly selfish. Something
keeps pulling you back to the
need to put others’ interests
first. And that has to be a good
thing!
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
What you find
out could place
an old situation
innew light. It
indicates that you are entering

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Nobody

@ better than you
that sometimes

from upsetting situations.

Itis best to be magnanimous

is the way to turn defeated

rivals into permanent friends.
Quite aside

@ from the difficulties
influencing both

domestic and professional

travel and adventure

are utterly favourable.

understands
itis prudent to walk away
invictory. That, after all,
SCORPIO (Oct24 - Nov 23)
posed by planets
sectors, others, influencing
Surprisingly, emotional
complications may put
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
AsVenus, planet
@ fromits cautious,
careful position, a
cleared up. Older friends are
the best, especially where
up with people who are
more experienced
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
No matter how
@ control your
financial affairs,
maximise your profits. This
is very much an all-or-
you're a winner rather than
aloser.
Life has been
9 an up-and-down
lately. Something
truly worthwhile will emerge

you on the right track.

of love, departs
number of points may be
money is concerned. Team
thanyou.

hard you try to
you always end up failing to
nothing situation. Hopefully
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)

experience
from all the struggles you

arather charming phase. are going through. You can

If atall possible, please do only go up if you've been

put extra energy into all down first. Great things

professional aspirations. await.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
The Moon s You'reina
aligned with strong position,
your seventh even though
solar house, you're just a little

the repository for all more emotional than usual.

Virgoan feelings of Let others make the

partnership and relatedness. running. There is no need

In plain English, you'd for you to dive in first, if

better get on with other you feel that the waters

people. If you offend of life are looking rather
someone you might find too risky. A fish you may
that they don’t fight back — be, but you must still

they just give up. watch out for sharks.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Sakil @ Kalu, Sfo: Kunne Khan, Rfo: H.No-74,
Prayog Vihar, Shubhash Nagar, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
FIR No.: 327/2022, U/s: 25/54/59 Arms ACT, P.S.
Rajouri Garden, Delhi, and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Sakil @
Kalu cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Sakil @ Kalu has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sakil
@ Kalu of P.S. Rajouri Garden, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on
or before 10.10.2025. By Order

Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
JMFC-02, West, Court No. 356,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/S690/WD/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Rajesh Kumar Singh S/o0 Ram Pal Singh R/o C-
216, 4th Floor, Pandev Nagar, Delhi-110092 has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case CC
No. 11567/2018 U/s 138 NI Act PS DBG Road, Delhi and it
has been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person(s) Rajesh Kumar Singh can
not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused person{s) Rajesh Kumar
Singh has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused person(s) Rajesh Kumar Singh of case CC
No. 11567/2018 U/s 138 NI Act PS DBG Road, Delhi is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before dated 29.08.2025 By Order

Arushi Parwal

LD., JMFC-05, NI Act

Central Annexure-01, Room No. 02
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/10041/CD/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 82 Cr. PC)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Rajiv Bhadu Sfo Sh. Krishan Kumar R/o
No 79, 3rd Floor Adhchini Desu Office Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR No. 159/2024 Dt.: 24.03.2024 U/s
279/338 IPC at PS: Vikaspuri, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Rajiv Bhadu can not be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Rajiv
Bhadu has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service ofthe said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused Rajiv Bhadu of FIR No. 158/2024 Dt.:
24.03.2024 Uls 279/338 IPC of PS: Vikaspuri, New Delhi
is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton or before 11.09.2025. By order
Rishabh Kapoor
Judicial Magistrate, First Class-05
South-West District, Court No.09
Dwarka Courts New Delhi

DP/A7e8/WDI2025

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Tender Motice Mo, T4-W-C5P-25-26-02

Date:24.07.2025

E-Tender Notice

Dv. Chief Engineer/Concreta Sleeper Plant, North Central Raibway! Prayagra),
for and on behalf of ihe President of India, invites e-TENDERS for the fallowing
works up o 15.00 hrs. on the due date of iender opening. The details. of the

Tenders are as under; -

Tender No.; T4-W-CSP-25-26-02

Approx. Cost of work () ¥ 52,62 Lakh

Name of work: Supply of Coarse Aggregate, 200 mm nominal size of
granite stone to Concrete Sleeper Plant, Subedargan|, Prayagraj

Earnest Money () : ¥ 105200.00

Completlan Perlad @ 12 Month

Date of Opening of tender & 1608 2025
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PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
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Note: 1. The complate information along with tender document of above E-
Tendar will be uploaded and shall ba available up to 15,00 brs. on the due dala
of tender opening on YWebsite www.ireps.gov.in. 2. Bids other than in the form
of E-Bids shali not be accepied against above tenders. For fhis purpose,
vendors are required to getl themselves registerad with IREPS website along
with Dhgital Signature Cedificate Issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. 3. Ratos
erntarad into Financial Hata page and duly signed digitally shall be considarad.
Rates and any other financial enfity in any other formiletter head if altached by
vendors shall be straightway ignored and shall not be considered. 4. Document
being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body. Tenderers are
required to submit Annexune-\V. online on IREPS Module. 5. For detalled
infarmation, pleasa refer thae lender documenl uploaded an wabsila
www. ireps.gov.in. B.Fayment of Eamest Money Daposit / Bid Security in
respect of e-tendering shall be accepled through net banking or 2- payment
gateway only. T.In caze of any difficulty helpdesk on the website of IREPS may
be approached. 8. Tendar can be submitted onfine up to 15.00 hrs: on the dua
date of lander epaning and will be opened after 15.00 hours. 9.5uppliers of
Goods andlor sarvices would be subject to GET Act, and Rulas as applicabls
from time o time, 10, The Railway resenses the right fo amend/posipenalcancel

any tender's without assigning any reasoen thereof
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BRAHMAPUTRA CRACKER AND
POLYMER LIMITED (BCPL)

|A Government of India Enterprise)
Lepetioats, Dibrugarh, Assam - TBS008, CIN: UT1101AS2007 GOME2HD
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

TENDER NO. BCPL/HR/OFFICE-GUEST HOUSE/DELHI/001/2025

BLPL irvites tender submiiskon in sealed bids in two-bid sytem for “Hining a well-
maintained premives for BOPL Office cum Guest howie of approximately 400 1o
500 wgm carpel area wuitably at a prime locstion n New Delhl with proaimity to
main rosd, marketplaces and preferably metro rall service for & pericd of 03 years.
Cost of apphcation lee: NIL

Kode & Date of submiésseon of tender gocument: Mand Copy of Bid (0 be submedted 2t
B office at House No. LTA, Exstern Avenue, Mahsrani Bagh Mew Dedhi - 110065
Lot date of bid subméctinn: 16-08-2005 (il 5:00 P

Dty of tender available pn BOPL website: wwew beplonline.colin

Cormgendum [ addendum (if amy]. to this tender would appear on above website
only & will ndt publith on any other Media/Preds. For any canicaton oontact

jebaruah@boplindia.co.in (9706050807 ajdutiz@beplindia.co.in (34315736432)

No:EE(SJN

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Shivajinagara Division
Thimmaiah Road, Queens Road, Bengaluru-560 052.

IKPPP/TEND/10/2025-26

Date: 30.07.2025

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (NIT)
(TWO COVER SYSTEM) (STD KW 3 & 4)

{Through GOK KPP Portal https:i/kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

The Executive Engineer, (Shivajinagara Division), East Zone
BEMP, Bengaluru, invites tenders from eligible Contractors
registerad in Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike KPWD/
CPWD/Railways/MES/National Highway or any State
Government Organizations for the construction of works

detailed in the table below.

al
NG

Name of the works

Providing Men and machinerias for Immersion of Ganesha,
Durga, Kali ldols during festival and Performing Chetta
Paooja at Halasuru Kalyani in Ward No-121 Halasuru

Approx. value of work : 60.00 Lakhs EMD: 21,20,000.00

Resurfacing to Asphall Roads and Repairs to
Concrete Roads in Bad Reaches and Improvements
2. |to Drains and Allied Works in Ward Jurisdiction in
Ward No-119 Shivajinagara

Approx. value of work ; £120.00 Lakhs EMD: ¥1,80,000.00

i |and Allied Works in Ward
Bharathinagara

Resurfacing to Asphalt Roads and Repairs to Concrete
Roads in Bad Reaches and Improvements to Drains

Approx. value of work : ¥120.00 Lakhs EMD:; ¥1,80,000.00

Jurisdiction in Ward No-120

Resurfacing to Asphalt Roads and Repairs to Concrete
Roads in Bad Reaches and Improvements to Drains and
| Allied Works in Ward Jurisdiction in Ward No-121 Halasuru
Approx. value of work © $120.00 Lakhs EMD: 1,80,000.00

Calendar of Events :(1)

Tender documents can be

downloaded from the KPP portal of the Government of
Karnataka from 01.08.2025. (2) Last Date for uploading the
Filled Tender Document is 08.08.2025 upto 4:00 pm. (3) Date
of Opening of Tenders is on 11.08.2025 at 11:00 am if possible

or next working day.

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Shivajinagara

CA(CAA)/34(AHM)2025
Citizen Infoline Limited ....Applicant Company No.2 (Transferee Company)

In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;
AND

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions of the
Companies Act, 2013;

AND

In the matter of Scheme of Amalgamation of Citizen Solar Private Limited, into
Citizen Infoline Limited and their respective shareholders and creditors

CITIZEN INFOLINE LIMITED

(CIN: L31100GJ1994PLC023561)

A Public Listed Company incorporated under the

provisions of the Companies Act

Having its registered office at

411, Sakar-ll, Ellisbridge, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad-380006, Gujarat
...Applicant Company 2 Transferee Company

NOTICE AND ADVERTISEMENT OF MEETING OF EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF
CITIZEN INFOLINE LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that by an order dated 21* July, 2025 passed in
CA(CAA)/34(AHM)2025, the Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal, Ahmedabad
Bench (“NCLT”) has directed for convening and holding the meeting of Equity
Shareholders of Citizen Infoline Limited, for the purpose of considering, and if
thought fit, approving, with or without modification(s), the Scheme of
Amalgamation of Citizen Solar Private Limited into Citizen Infoline Limited and their
respective shareholders and creditors
Take Further Notice that in pursuance of the said order, the meeting of Equity
Shareholders of Citizen Infoline Limited shall be held through video conferencing or
other audio-visual modes as per details mentioned herein below:-

Sr. | Class of Meeting Date of Meeting Time (IST)
1 | Equity Shareholders 03.09.2025 12:00 Noon

Copies of the said Scheme of Arrangement, Explanatory Statement with annexure
can be obtained free of charge from the registered office of the Company or from the
office of Thakkar and Pahwa, Advocates at 71, New York Tower-A, Thaltej Cross
Roads, S.G. Highway, Ahmedabad-380054, Gujarat during 12.00 Noon to 5:00 pm
on all working days and including date of meetings (except Holiday and Sunday).
Since meeting is held through VC/OAVM, the provisions regarding proxy are not
applicable.

The Tribunal has appointed Mr. Dipak Rachchha, Advocate as the Chairperson of the
said meeting including any adjournment thereof. The Court has appointed Mr. Akash
Modh, Advocate as Scrutinizer of the meeting.

The Scheme, if approved in the aforesaid meeting, will be subject to the subsequent
approval of other regulatory authorities and sanction by Hon'ble NCLT.

Place: Ahmedabad
Date: 28.07.2025

Dipak Rachchha Chairman appointed for the Meeting

FORM NO. CAA. 2
[Pursuant to Section 230(3) and rule 6 and 7]

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Vicky Verma, S/o Sh. Shiv Kumar Verma, Rio Plot No. 44,
Chandra Park, Old Palam Road, Dwarka, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. B4/2025, Uls 109(1)/309(5)/312/61(2)/3(5)
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita-2023, P.S. Dwarka North, New
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said Vicky Verma cannot be found and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Vicky Verma
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant),

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Vicky Verma
accused of FIR No. 84/2025, U/s 109(1)/309(5)/312/61(2)/3(5)
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita-2023, P.S. Dwarka North, New
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 10.09.2025. By Order

Ms. Neetika Kapoor
Judicial Magistrate First Class-06
south-West District, Room No. 514

DPM976/DWI2025 Dwarka Courts, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C

Whereas complaint has been made before me thal accused Anil
Gupta, Slo. Panna Lal Gupta, Rio.: H-185, Mangolpuri, Delhi has
committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in a case
vide FIR No.731/2016 W/S 354A/354D/506/509 IPC registered at P.S
Mangolpuri, Outer District, Delhi and it has been retumed on a
warrant of armest thereupon issued stating that the said accused Anil
Gupta could not be found and whereas it has been shown o my
satisfaction that accused Anil Gupta is absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Anil Gupta, accused of FIR
No. 731/2016 U/S 354A/354D/506/509 IPC, P.S Mangolpuri, Outer
District, Delhi is required to appear before the court fo answer the said
complaint on or before 01.09.2025.

By Order Reetika Jain

Judicial Magistrate First Class
North West District, Court No.105
First Floor, Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/9988/0D/2025
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mohd. flikar, S/o. Mohd. Ishtiyak, Rlo.: E-2/384, Nand Nagri,
Delhi has committed (or is suspected to has committed) the
offence in a case vide FIR No.291/2016 U/S 380/411 IPC registered
at P.5 GTB Enclave, Delhi and it has been retumed on a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued stating that the said accused Mohd.
Iflikar could not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that accused Mohd. Iflikar 15 absconded (or s
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mohd. Hlikar, accused
of FIR No.291/2016 U/S 380/411 IPC, P.S GTB Enclave, Delhi is
required to appear before the court to answer the said complaint on
or before 26.09.2025.

By Order, Ms. Sanghmitra

Judicial Magistrate First Class-01,
Shahdara District, Room No. 54,

Second Floor, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/9824/SHD/2025
(Court Matter)
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Sparks fly at Oval as curator asks Gambhir to stay 2.5m away from pitch

EXPRESS INENGLAND

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
LONDON, JULY 29
WHEN INDIAN coaches Gautam Gambhir
and Sitanshu Kotak walked to the Oval cen-
tral square to have a routine pre-match
look at the pitch, local curator Lee Fortis,
through a messenger, asked them to stay
2.5 metres away from the playing surface.
He also shouted at the Indian support staff
to not take a "cooler’ to the ground.

This is the back-story of India head
coach Gambhir’s angry exchange with
Fortis and his “you don’t tell us what we
need to do” comment that was caught on
camera and went viral.

The final India-England Test of the two-

month-long, but riveting, tour starts on
Thursday but the mercury around the se-
ries-deciding game continues to climb.
After England skipper Ben Stokes's sermon
on cricket morality to Indian batsmen
Ravindra Jadeja and Washington Sundar -
the chief Bazballer didn't want the Indians
to complete their hundreds since there was
no point in continuing a Test that was
headed for a draw - comes the lesson on
field of play decorum by an English cura-
tor.

Though Gambhir, after the Manchester
Test, didn’t say much about the Stokes-
Jadeja ‘handshake’ incident, the Indian
team management didn’t mince words at
The Oval. Batting coach Kotak, who was
close to the action and played the pacifier
when an animated Gambhir was talking to
Fortis, gave details about the net session al-
tercation.

“When we went to see the pitch, we
were asked by someone to keep a 2.5-me-
tre distance. This was surprising. The Test
would be in a few days and we were wear-
ing joggers. So it felt a bit odd. We all have
been on the ground enough, we have
played so much cricket. Curators are pos-

Gautam Gambhir with Akash Deep at
The Oval nets on Tuesday. P11

sessive about the ground and the square
but they need to understand that they are
speaking to highly skilled and intelligent
people.” Kotak said.

“If you see, no bowler is wearing spikes
.. we also know the ground shouldn't be

All-weather all-rounder

Washington’s father’s vision of a player that can be called upon in any
situation, across formats, with bat or ball, is now taking shape

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI, JULY 29

“Ni enaperiya Prasannava? (are you the great
(EAS) Prasanna?)” This was a question that a
young Washington faced from his father, M
Sundar, in 2016 over a dinner table in Kolkata.

In the lead-up to that year’s Under-19
World Cup, as Washington was leaking runs
in the preparatory fixtures in Kolkata, Sundar
only found out what was wrong once he saw
his son bowling at the venue. “He was tossing
them up like a classical off-spinner would do.
And Sarfaraz Khan hit him for three-four sixes
over mid-wicketinone over.I couldn’t believe
what he was doing,” he tells The Indian
Express.

That night, Sundar would drop in to the
team hotel to have a quiet word or two to re-
mind Washington what he originally is. “He
is not Prasanna or (R) Ashwin. Washington'’s
strength is constantly attacking the stumps
and bowling in the same spot again and
again and testing batsmen’s patience. Now
that Ashwin isn’t around, you can’t expect
him to bowl like him. He is a great with over
500 Test wickets. Washington has to bowl
like Washington...” Sundar pauses before
completing the sentence: “And bat like
Washington.”

In India’s ongoing tour of England,
Washington has shown with the ball and bat
why he would be an integral member of the
national team squad going forward. At
Edgbaston and Lord’s, he has shown his off-
breaks don’t need favourable conditions and
that he has enough guile to create opportu-
nities. And on the final day at Manchester,
his unbeaten 206-ball 101 showed why he
deserves to bat up the order. With a strong
defence as his base, he is capable of con-
structing innings like any other top-order
batsman.

Washington is now shaping up into the
cricketer that Sundar has been dreaming
of all along. “I wanted him to be the cap-
tain’s go-to man across formats with bat
and ball. When you are switching formats,
[ didn’t want anything to be compromised.
If your foundations are strong, you can
manage everywhere. | have given Washy a
strong base,” Sundar says.

Subtle refinements

The traits that Sundar spells out are what
caught Stephen Fleming and MS Dhoni’s at-
tention in the 2017 IPL. In 2025, it is why India
are counting on Washington every time they
pick himin the XI, knowing he won’t give away
easy runs and can make telling contributions
with the bat.

The 25-year-old has delivered that through
the series, leaving so much of a mark with the
ball that Shubman Gill’s captaincy came un-
der sharp scrutiny for not bowling him till the
69th over of England’s innings at Manchester.
He may not be a conventional off-spinner, but
the drift alone has caused England batsmen
plenty of trouble.

“Very early in his age, all thatI would make
him bowl was spot bowling. I would drop a
handkerchief on the pitch just outside the off-
stump line. Washington’s job was to keep land-
ing the ball repeatedly on it and hit the top of
off-stump. With that line and the drift he was
getting, I believed, he had more chances to suc-
ceed because he would constantly be bowling
intheline of the stumps and evenifit holds its
line, then the outside edge will come in play.
As a spinner, he can still test both the edges,”
Sundar says.

Being tall, Washington’s high-arm re-
lease and open-chested action mean he has
the sight of batsmen at all times, allowing
him to make adjustments till the point of
release. Those huge fingers, impart plenty
of revs, which in turn enable him to get the
drift. That has become the sucker punch for
batsmen.

“He has always had the drift,” AC
Pratheepan, who has been mentoring him
of late in Chennai, says. “In the last few
years, he has undergone a small tweak,
where he wants to use the crease and an-
gles more to create the illusion in the minds

‘_

of batsmen that he is getting more turn
than what is actually on offer.”

Apart from the drift, the angle causes anel-
ement of illusion. Pratheepan points out how
Wiashington has slightly changed his grip on
the ball, which enables him to impart more
revs than before.

“Actually we’d been working on these
things forway too long. Unfortunately, he went
throughalot of injuries in between, which de-
layed it a bit. But once he got fully fit, his bowl-
ing hasjustevolved. It might seem like heisn’'t
doing much, butin terms of angles, speed and
trajectory, he bowls alot of variations that will
make him effective across conditions,”
Pratheepan, who also mentors Varun
Chakaravarthy, adds.

Stop-start comeback

InJanuary 2021, when Washington left
Brisbane, he had put his imprint on a fa-
mous Test series win. He would later name
his pet dog ‘Gabba’ and was full of hope. In
the next two months, he would play three
more Tests, but as India moved on from the
Virat Kohli-Ravi Shastri era, it appeared
they were doing so without Washington as
well, going two entire World Test
Championship cycles without considering
him.

Injuries played their part, and every time
he made acomeback, alay-off seemed around
the corner. Washington would change his diet
plans, would go about improving his fitness,
yet something seemed to hold him back. “It

| wanted him to be the captain’s
go-to man across formats with
bat and ball. When you are
switching formats, | didn’t want
anything to be compromised. If
your foundations are strong, you
can manage everywhere.

Heis not Prasannaor (R)
Ashwin. Washington’s strength
is constantly attacking the
stumps and bowling in the same
spot again and again and testing
batsmen’s patience. Now that
Ashwinisn’t around, you can’t
expect him to bowl like him.

M SUNDAR, WASHINGTON'S FATHER

was definitely not an easy period,” his father
Sundar says. “It was difficult to see him because
he looked stressed and down.”

During his stint as mentor of Lucknow
Super Giants, Gautam Gambhir had told as-
sistant coach Sridharan Sriram how
Washington was being under-utilised in
Indian ranks. Now in the hot seat as India
head coach, at his first sight of distress dur-
ing the New Zealand series, it was
Washington that Gambhir turned to. When
many expected Kuldeep Yadav to feature in
the series - similar to the current circum-
stance in England - it was Washington who
came in after a solid spell in the Ranji Trophy
and got a spot in the XI.

He earned the call-up not only for his bowl-
ing, but for his batting, which has always gone
under the radar, too. In Chennai cricket circles,
many, including the reputed WV Raman, have
always seen him as a top-order batsman who
can bowl rather than a bowler who can also
bat. In Washington’s formative years, Sundar
had ensured his son got equal attention to both
facets of the game.

“When Sundar brought him, evenas a 14-
year-old he could face fast bowlers bowling
with a full run-up. He wasn’t afraid of facing
them,” M Senthilnathan, who coaches him
atclublevel, says. “Even when he came here,
he had a strong defence. When your defence
is strong, you can add shots to your batting.
He doesn’t need to change his game based
on the format. With confidence, he would
only get better.”

e

When we went to
see the pitch, we 1 :
were asked by '!fr o
someone to keep a ﬁ
2.5-metre - -
distance. This was surprising.
The Test would be in a few days
and we were wearing joggers. So
it felt a bitodd.”

SITANSHU KOTAK
INDIA ASSISTANT COACH

damaged. End of the day, it's a cricket pitch
... it's not an antique that is 200 years old
and can be broken. Today, we were wearing
shoes with rubber soles and in a day's time,
a batsman will be sliding to survive a run-
out or a bowler will be sliding there to stop
the ball.”

Kotak said that the curator told them
that they were trying to grow grass on the
pitch next to the main wicket.“I don't know
how much grass will grow in one day and
what will happen in the next five days. So
sometimes, you want your ground and

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

VENUS GETS US OPEN WILDCARD

New York: Venus Williams' comeback is headed to the U.S.
Open next month, when she will enter the redesigned
mixed doubles tournament with Reilly Opelka via a wild-

card entry. REUTERS

square to be good but at the end of the day;,
it's a cricket pitch.”

Curator’s reputation

Kotak also gave details about curators
yelling at Indian support staff members for
carrying a water-cooler to the ground.

“He wassitting on the roller and from there,
he shouted at the support staff asking them
not to take the cooler to the ground. The weight
of that cooling box is about 10kilos... it would-
n't have mattered. Itis good to be a little posses-
sive and protective about the pitch and the out-
field, but not that much. The support staff work
under the head coach, so Gautam will say that
you cannot shout at them.”

The batting coach hinted that the Oval
curator has a reputation that they were
aware of.

“To be very honest, before coming to
The Oval, most of the teams know that the
curator is not the easiest person to get on
with.”

Later in the press conference, Kotak
would get questioned by the English me-
dia and the batting coach would once again
repeat his version of events. A few more de-
tails would emerge.

“So we were there standing on the
wicket (when) one of the groundstaff came
and said that we need to stand 2.5 metres
away from the pitch. In my cricketing career,
I have not heard anyone saying that .., He was
literally telling the head coach 'you go out-
side the rope and see the wicket ... I don't
know how you see ... if somebody is brush-
ing their shoes on the pitch or trying to put
something in the wicket or somebody wear-
ing spikes, the curator feels that way, it is
fine. But in this case, it was a very strange
way of saying you go and stand two-and-a-
half metres away from here...”

Kotak said they have had conversations
with other curators in this series but none
like the one they had with Fortis.

“Gautam is someone who does not even
speak about unnecessary things. He does
not talk to anyone. Last four games we
played, everywhere, wherever we go, all
the curators where they talk, they even tell
you when they are going to cut the grass,
whether they are going to cut the grass.
And if they do not want to give an answer,
they will say 'we will see the weather, we
will decide tomorrow.' That is a good an-
swer...”

WHICH WAY WILL THE SELECTORS TURN?

Lack of trust in No 3 and ’keeper
behind Kuldeep’s exclusion from XI

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
LONDON, JULY 29

WILL KULDEEP Yadav get his first game of the
series in the final Test of this long tour? The
team management is considering that option
butit’s not going to be an open-and-shut case.

Unfortunately for Kuldeep, according to
those in the know, it isn’t his skill or talent that
the decision-makers doubt. What keeps him
out of the team is the unreliability of India’s
frontline batsmen — namely the No.3 and, sur-
prisingly, also the wicket-keepers. At the start
of the tour, it was Rishabh Pant and now it's his
replacement Dhruv Jurel. And also the local
conditions. More about how The Oval might
not be ideal for Kuldeep later.

First the wicket-keepers. Pant has been
an enigma for the cricketing world, and also
for the team. When dealing with him, the
Indian decision-makers stick to ‘believe in
God but lock your car’ philosophy. He has
been an asset to the team but not quite a
steady stock - before this Anderson-
Tendulkar Trophy series.

Atone point, there was a school of thought
that plans can’t be formed around someone
with the habit of leaping down the trackin the
first over he faces. And certainly not someone
who has scored just one fifty in nine innings in
Australia, India's last Test outing before the
England tour.

It's not that those with correct strokes and
conventional outlook towards scoring runs
don't have bad patches. They also fail but it's
human to trust a textbook cricketer playing in
atime-tested manner. If amathematician has
to describe the Indian batting line-up, KLRahul
and Shubman Gill will be constants and bats-
men like Pant the variables.

On this tour, Pant was becoming one of
the constants. In his seven innings here, he
has two 100s and three 50s. But just when
the team management was getting used to
the runs coming from down the order,
India’s most comfortable-looking batsman
on the tour was hit on the foot by a full ball
— the fracture ruling him out of the remain-
der of the series.

InPant’s place comes Jurel, who has played
justone Test outside India. His outing at Perth
wasn't too long.

Not instilling confidence

The other Virat Kohli-sized hole in the mid-
dle order is at the No.3 spot where Sai
Sudharsan and Karun Nair haven't yet given
confidence to the team management. They
have been given chances but have shownaten-
dency to get out to innocuous balls and not
score in crunch situations. They don’t seem to

CHRIS WOAKES

H Nobody has sent as many

as 167 overs as the 36 year
old, whoreturned aftera
long injury lay-off. With
not much movementon
offer, has picked up just 10

-

England play him at the Oval if the pitch
retains its green look.

BRYDON CARSE

Another England seamer
who has had to toil hard.
He has sent down 155
overs, accounting for just
9 wickets. By the end of
*. the Manchester Test,
Carse looked down and out with his
pace dropping as India’s resistance
grew. Could possibly be benched for
the decider.

wickets and would be interesting to see if

Historically, The Oval favours spinners but domestic games this season point
towards pacers doing more damage, which may keep Kuldeep Yadav out again. P11

be putting a high price on their wicket.

In case India had a settled No.3 and a
wicket-keeper playing percentage cricket,
Kuldeep would have been a sure-shot selec-
tionin most Tests in England. That hasn't hap-
pened so India faces the old question again:
Should they go with the specialist left-arm
wrist-spinner or stick to pace all-rounder
Shardul Thakur?

Batting coach Sitanshu Kotak, like many
other Team India coaches who have faced
the media, explained the complexity of the
Kuldeep call. He was asked a pertinent
question about playing four specialist
bowlers from 8 to 11 - in other words
Kuldeep and three pure pacers.

Kotak took his time to say that “scoring 550
to 600 runs is as important as taking 20 wick-
ets” and it was by scoring runs that they won
their only Test of this series at Edgbaston.

“Once you play with five bowlers, every-
one has to bowl well. In case you play with six
bowlers, one of them can be under-bowled.
And if that bowler is anall-rounder, you know
he will also contribute in batting. Butif he hap-
pens tobe a pure bowler ... when youlook back
at the game, you will think that instead of an
extra bowler, if we had a batsman...” he ex-
plained the quandary.

Kotak indicated that it's always easy to
be wise after a game. Before it, the only
thing the team management can do is think
of playing a balanced side. But he still did-
n't rule out Kuldeep. “That also depends on
the wicket and what we feel about it .. the
captain and coach will take a look at the

pitch and decide who they will play.”

Surface tension

Now to the pitch and the question of adding
Kuldeep to the spin department that has un-
droppable all-rounders Ravindra Jadeja and
Washington Sundar. Can India play three spin-
ners at The Oval?

Historically, the venue helps spinners
but this time around, the domestic games
here have seen teams scoring in the range
of 250-300 with pacers doing most of the
damage. This is clear from the new addi-
tion to the England squad — homeboy Jamie
Overton.

With offie Shoaib Basher injured and
Liam Dawson not really effective at
Manchester, England will focus on their
quicks. Overton joins Gus Atkinson, an-
other Surrey boy, who know his way
around The Oval.

Does that mean India will play Jasprit
Bumrah? Thatlooks unlikely but can’tbe ruled
out. If the World No.1 bowler sits out, India in
alllikelihood will play Mohammed Siraj, Akash
Deep and, finally, Arshdeep Singh.

Is it worth burdening Bumrah with ex-
tra workload? It was something that coach
Gautam Gambhir, at one point on this tour,
was dead against. But then India’s only win
on this tour came when Bumrah wasn’tin
the XI. And has he become less impactful
with the new ball and gotten slower as the
series has progressed? At The Oval, India
need to bring out stone, paper and those
sharp scissors.

Overworked pace attack

As the Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy heads for a climax at the Oval, England have tired legs in their dressing room. They were on
the field for 5 consecutive sessions in the 4th Test. The Indian Express takes a look at England seamers workload...

K

BEN STOKES

Undoubtedly, the pick of England attack,
the hosts captain has sent delivered 140
overs and has picked 17 wickets. Has
taken the tough job of bowling mostly
with the old ball and at Manchester was
struggling physically, holding his
shoulder and hamstring.

JosH TONGUE

JOFRA ARCHER

Played the first two Tests,
where he troubled the
Indian batsmen with his
sharp pace and movement,
taking 11 wickets. Since

- then has played one
County fixture and given Woakes and
Carse workload, the 27-year-old could
getalook-in at the Oval.

He has bowled only 88.3
overs. But thatis already
plenty for someone who
- didn’t play Tests for four
years. Has had his

b » moments, buthasn’t
looked the part completely. Remains to
be seenif he can play three on the
bounce with just three days to recover.
ENS
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BRIEFLY ——

Pandit parts ways
with IPLteam KKR

Kolkata: IPL franchise Kolkata Knight
Riders on Tuesday announced the de-
parture of head coach Chandrakant
Pandit, ending his two-year stint with
the team following a disappointing
2025 season. Pandit, who guided KKR
to their third IPL title in 2024, oversaw
a sharp decline in fortunes this year
with the side finishing eighth in the
2025 edition, matching their lowest
ever finishin tournament history. "Mr.
Chandrakant Pandit has decided to ex-
plore new opportunities and will not
continue as Head Coach of Kolkata
Knight Riders,” KKR said in a post
shared on'X'. P11

Nagal insecond
round in Germany

New Delhi: Indian tennis player Sumit
Nagal moved to the second round of the
Platzmann Open with a straight set win
over Spain's Carlos Sanchez Jover in
Hagen, Germany on Tuesday. The 307-
ranked Indian defeated the higher-
ranked Jover 6-2, 6-2 in the opening
round of the ATP Challenger event
which is being played on clay. He will
take on 17-year-old German tennis
player Niels McDonald in the round of
16 on Wednesday. Nagal entered the
tournament on the back of two semifi-
nalfinishesin the Triste Challenger and
Tampere Open earlier this month. PTI

Women'’s Asian Cup:
Indiain tough group

New Delhi: India were on Tuesday
drawn with powerhouse Japan, former
champions Chinese Taipeiand Vietham
in Group C of the AFC Women's Asian
Cup, the continent's showpiece tour-
nament, to be held in Australia next
year.The draw ceremony for the 12-
team tournament to be run from March
1 to 21, 2026 was held at the Sydney
Town Hall with Indian midfielder
Sangita Basfore being one of the three
draw assistants. The 12 teams were di-
vided into three groups of four teams
each.The Blue Tigresses will begin their
campaign with a match against
Vietnam on March 4, 2026, at the Perth
Rectangular Stadium. P11

How Humpy keeps ticking at 38

Her second Krishnater says veteran's game is constantly evolving due to familiarity with latest trends

AMIT KAMATH & MAYANK
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, JULY 29

KUSHAGER KRISHNATER calls the week
gone by the ‘most draining seven days’ of
his career as a chess second. You have a
feeling that Koneru Humpy, who at 38 is
experiencing a second wind in her path-
breaking career, would agree. Humpy
ended second in the FIDE World Cup on
Monday, after losing to 19-year-old Divya
Deshmukh in a battle of generations at
Batumi.

The defeat to Divya came after the first
two games in the classical format on
Saturday and Sunday ended in draws. Then
the first game in the rapid section on
Monday ended in a draw as well. Finally, in
the second game, there was a breakthrough
as Divya managed to clinch victory.

For Humpy and team, finishing second
after having come this far left them “gut-
ted”, says Krishnater, who has been a sec-
ond to Humpy since August 2022. This has
included working with the Indian women’s
star during her FIDE Women'’s Candidates
tournament challenge last year. He is an
International Master, who has worked with
over 10 Grandmasters. This includes super
elite grandmasters like Arjun Erigaisi and
Vidit Gujrathi, besides Humpy.

AFIDE Master at 16, he was an IM by the
age of 18.

Krishnater says that the World Cup is
the “most difficult format” for Humpy,
since, at 38, it means playing for one month
at her peak level, which she managed un-
til the final tiebreak game. He details the
intense work that the team did after both
classical games ended in draws.

“After the match against Alexandra
Kosteniuk, the intensity of our work is
something that we have never reached so
far in our working relationship. For exam-
ple, we worked till 11 in the night on
Sunday (during the final against Divya).
And on Monday morning, we started at 8
am, and went on till 11.30 am, which was
just one hour before the game. She gave it
all, despite like one month of consistency
and her being in a stage of her career where
she has played for so many years. Itis a
physically taxing job, playing nearly one
month at a FIDE World Cup,” says Krishater.
“I can easily say that since the time we have
been working together, this has been the

Humpy lost to compatriot Divya Deshmukh in the final. Anna Shtourman/FIDE

most draining work — physically draining
work — for both of us, especially for
Humpy.”

While he admits he did not discuss her
workout regime, he does say: “To do this
for 24 days, I don't think it's easy for any-
one. I'm sure she was working out dili-
gently before she came. That’s why even
during the quarter-finals, she was very
fresh.” It's that freshness, that’s allowed her
to keep battles going and try to squeeze
water out of stone, like in the second clas-
sical game against China’s Lei Tingjie,
where Krishnater thought after a point that
there was “no venom left” in the pieces. But
Humpy continued playing and soon, she
was one move away from victory.

Bearing fruit

On the board, all the work that is hap-
pening behind the scenes is bearing fruit.

“The fact that Humpy's style is con-
stantly evolving and she is showing a fa-
miliarity with a lot of the latest trends tells
me that she is working very hard, that she

At £150 million price tag, why Isak is the
hot striker available in transfer window

SANDIPG
JULY 29

ONE EVENING, a teenaged striker for the
Swedish club AIK received a video call from
an unknown number. He casually picked it
up, only for his eyes to leap out of the orbit. At
the other end was Ronaldo Nazario, one of
hisidols. The Brazilian requested him to join
Real Madrid. He stumbled for words and just
kept nodding his head. Buta month after the
call, he ignored Madrid and signed for
Borussia Dortmund, the lapidarist club
where raw stones are polished to shining
gems.

Madrid, his parents reasoned, was a step
too soon. His parents, migrants from Eritrea
who fled the war and settled in the Bagartorp
just outside Stockholm in the late 80s be-
lieved in steady rather than spectacular
promise. Eight years later, tracing unconven-
tional paths with stops at Dutch Club Willem
Il (loan spell), Real Sociedad and Newcastle
United, and suffering occasional setbacks, he
could become the third most expensive trans-
fer in the world after PSG recruits Kylian
Mbappe and Neymar. His services would
come at an eye-popping 150 millions pounds.
Add agent fees, add-ons and transfer levy, he
could cost around 200 million pounds.

Yet, Alexander Isak is not a name that rolls
off the tongues of football audiences with as
much marvel as those of Mbappe or Neymar.
Eyebrows are twitched, chins are stroked,
and sometimes heads are banged. It could be
that he turns up for Newcastle, a club that
has more cult than mainstream adulation, or
that he is not a face that screams from adver-
tisement hoarding, or that he keeps an ob-
scenely low profile off the pitch.

The first question that swims in the head
is whether his price is inflated? Is he or the
clubliving a delusional neverland? Naysayer
would pour his supreme but inferior num-
bers (26 goals and six assists in 42 games) as
compared to some of the inflows in this sea-
son of gluttonous spending spree. Arsenal, af-
ter protracted negotiations, have landed
Viktor Gyokeres, for half the sum (73 millions
pounds) and twice the number of goals (54
goals and 13 assists) last season. Liverpool’s
latest fetch Hugo Ekitiké struck 22 times and
assisted 12 goals and cost 79 million pounds.
Pure economics suggests Isak’s price-tagis a
rip-off. But footballing intelligence suggests
that Newcastle are not bound by greed.
Rather, it's a peep into how the transfers work.

Foremost, he is among the best in the
business, just behind Erling Haaland and
Mbappe in finishing but more hardworking
than them off the ball. Last season, he
skinned the Premier League’s most trustwor-
thy centre-back pairing of William Saliba and
Gabriel of Arsenal in both legs of the League
Cup semi-final with his pace, intelligent
pressing and precision. By the end of the sec-

Alexander Isak's transfer could
become the third-most expensive in
the world. reuters

In Newcastle, he is deservingly
hailed as the best player they
had on the rolls since Alan
Shearer, the highest goal-scorer
in the league.

ond leg, Arsenal supporters were pleading
with Arteta to buy him the next season. That
could yet be a reality, as the Gunners, if they
squeeze the account book could orchestrate
the wish of the fans. But at this stage, Isak re-
mains a glint-eyed temptation and not a con-
crete plan.

Best player

In Newcastle, he is deservingly hailed as
the best player they had on the rolls since
Alan Shearer, the highest goal-scorer in the
league. Like Shearer, he has the immaculate
sense of the goal, to process the patterns of
the game and anticipate the ball’s passing se-
quence. The craft of poaching is oversimpli-
fied to just being at the right place at the right
time. Ignored are their vision and intelligence
to be at that place, to weave past his mark-
ers, to wander invisibly like a phantom. Last
season, Isak was exceptional inside the box.
He possessed a conversion rate of 30.26,
nearly double as much as Ekitiké.

Rewatching both legs of the Arsenal game
would offer an affirmation of his poise when
hounded by defenders or the onrushing goal-
keeper growing big on him, his knack of
throwing defenders (Saliba, no less) off-bal-
ance is exemplary. He is not averse to scoring
from long range either. A 25-yard screamer

Portugal forward

Felix joins Al-Nassr

New Delhi: Portugal forward Joao Felix
has joined Saudi Pro League side Al-
Nassr from Club World Cup winners
Chelsea on a two-year contract, the
two teams said on Tuesday. "Let's win
together ...Joao Felix is a Nasraoui," Al-
Nassr wrote on X, along with a short
video of the striker. "I'm here to have
fun and win together,” the 25-year-
old said. Neither club disclosed any fi-
nancial details of the deal, but Sky
Sports said the transfer could cost up
to 43.7 million pounds ($58.17 mil-
lion), consisting of an initial 26.2 mil-
lion fee plus 17.5 million in potential
add-ons. Felix moved from Benfica to
Atletico Madrid in 2019 when he was
only 19 and then joined Chelsea on
loan for the 2022-2023 campaign be-
fore being loaned to Barcelona the fol-
lowing season. REUTERS

against Liverpool was vintage EPL stuff. He is
not a see-ball-hit-ball type either. The move-
ments are balletic, he dribbles but with min-
imalistic precision, he drifts out and slithers in
with a casual swivel that throws the frantic
marker off-kilter. He was first compared to
Thierry Henry because they wore the same
jersey No (14); two years in the league, it
doesn’'t seem like a silly hyperbole. Like ex-
Liverpool centre forward Roberto Firmino, he
drops deeper into the pockets, between the
lines of defence and midfield.

An acute shortage of centre forwards
adds a few millions. Premier League expe-
rience adds a few more. He is Premier
League proven, Ekitiké is not, Brighton did
not consider Gyokeres rounded enough to
feature in the league and loaned him out to
Bundesliga and Championship sides.
Whereas he has improved in recent years
and excelled against English teams in
Champions League, there are still lingering
doubts of him setting the goalscoring charts
on fire. Besides, he is 25, just about hitting
the peak.

Other factors too are at play. Like the
desperation of a club to sell a player.
Newcastle is not a club that grooms and
sells players, it's ambitious and desperately
tried to keep Isak at St James’ Park. It’s ut-
terly reasonable that the club has stuck a
tag that limits his acquisition to only a hand-
ful of Europe’s elites. Only that his timing of
his transfer request came a trifle too late.

The big spenders had already exhausted
a bulk of their budget. A heated bidding war
is unlikely; it could be just one ambitious
club making a decisive swoop. Or a legend
making an impromptu video call.

The fact that

Humpy's styleis

constantly evolving

and sheis showing a
familiarity with a lot of the latest
trends tells me that she is working
very hard, that sheiis still
motivated to work and update
herself on things. Most
importantly, she courageously
enters those battles with
opponents no matter what their
age or training was.”

VISWANATHAN ANAND
FIVE TIME WORLD CHAMPION

is still motivated to work and update her-
self on things. Most importantly, she coura-
geously enters those battles with oppo-
nents no matter what their age or training
was,” five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand told The Indian

Express.

The crazy hours Krishnater details are
something that are par for the course for
young teenage players like Divya or
Gukesh, who have the energy to work for
hours on chess before striding into a battle
and then grind it out for five-six hours
more. And then doing it all over again the
next day. For Humpy, this was also a chal-
lenge because over the last few years, she
has managed to find a balance between her
family life and her professional pursuit —
which is rare in Indian chess.

As Krishnater points out, that ever since
Humpy reached the quarters, she entered
the zone of focussing primarily on her chess.

“After Humpy reached the quarter-fi-
nals, it has been so hectic. I can easily say
that the past week has been like the most
draining job for me. Having worked with
all kinds of players, this has been the most
difficult job. And then to think that Humpy
is somebody who is 38, and still willing to
give it all,” he says.

The FIDE Women’s World Cup is the
second-most prestigious event in chess, be-
hind the Women’s World Championship.
But unlike the Women’'s World
Championship, which features up to 12
one-on-one battles between the same two
players, the World Cup is a seven-round
tournament where Humpy had to play six
opponents of different skillsets in two one-
on-one classical games (and games in
faster time controls after that if needed).

Besides the work behind the scenes,
Anand also credits a changed mindset for
Humpy’s recent results: she won the World
Rapid Championship in December last year
for the second time in her career. Anand calls
it Humpy’s “willingness to learn and to ex-
periment” rather than sticking with things
that have worked well for her.

“Her confidence, the fact that she has done
well in the World Rapid Championship last
year also suggests that she is comfortable
with all kinds of formats. Maybe the main
thing is an open mind. She is willing to take on
any format, and doesn't tell herself that I'm
good in this (format). The main force driving
this for Humpy is that she feels good about
herself,” says Anand before drawing a com-
parison with Hikaru Nakamura: “Maybe she
now competes without feeling a lot of pres-
sure and she just thinks, ‘let me try this and
enjoy myself’. That attitude comes across very
well, maybe in a way similar to Hikaru.”

Macau Open:
Satwik-Chirag in
second round

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MACAU, JULY 29

STAR INDIAN shuttlers Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty stormed into
the men's doubles second round of the
Macau Open Super 300 with a straight-game
win over Malaysia's Low Hang Yee and Ng
Eng Cheong, here on Tuesday.

The Asian Games champions, who also
regained their place in the top 10 of the BWF
world rankings on Tuesday, produced a clin-
ical performance to outclass the Malaysian
pair 21-13, 21-15 in just 36 minutes.

The women's pair of Priya Konjengbam
and Shruti Mishra also moved to the second
round after battling past Chinese Taipei's Zih
Ling Huang and Wang Szu-Min 21-15, 16-21,
21-17 in a hard-fought three-game en-
counter.

In women's singles, Anmol Kharb and
Tasnim Mir advanced to the main draw af-
ter winning their respective qualification
matches.

Anmol defeated Azerbaijan's Keisha
Fatimah Azzahra 21-11, 21-13, while Tasnim
overcame Thailand's Tidapron Kleebyeesun
21-14,13-21,21-17.

Tasnim will face top seed Chen Yu Fei of
China in the opening round of the main draw,
while Anmol is set to take on second seed
Busanan Ongbamrungphan of Thailand.

The top seeded women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand suffered
a first-round exit after going down fighting
21-16, 20-22, 15-21 in an hour against Lin
Xiao Min and Peng Yu Wei of Chinese Taipei.

Apoorva Gahlawat and Sakshi Gahlawat
fell to Malaysia's Go Pei Kee and Teoh Mei
Xing in the women's doubles Round of 32,
while men's doubles pair of Hariharan
Amsakarunan and Ruban Kumar
Rethinasabapathi also exited in the opening
round.

In men's doubles, Dingku Singh
Konthoujam and Amaan Mohammad pro-
gressed to the main draw after beating Hong
Kong's Law Cheuk Him and Yeung Shing Choi
21-18, 21-17. They will face compatriots
Pruthvi Krishnamurthy Roy and Sai Pratheek
Kin the next round.

The mixed doubles pair of Thandrangini
Hema Nagendra Babu and Priya
Konjengbam also made it to the main draw,
where they will take on Thailand's Phuwanat
Horbanluekit and Fungfa Korpthammakit.
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