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US trade talks to stick

to terms agreed earlier

NDIA FINANCING

Bslow Japvand_ Following the framework  /icc ) o'
NEW DELHI: India and the ([@MYGETGITE) T TV R ET: [ JKRA|NE, SAYS

United States are intensely
engaged to conclude a mutually
beneficial early trade deal by the
end of this month, “strictly”
within the bilaterally agreed
framework of March 29, irre-
spective of the ongoing political
rhetoric and independent of
their strategic relationships
with other countries, people in
the know said on Sunday.

It may be part of the negotia-
tions that India and the US may
purchase and sell more energy
as an outcome of the deal. But
the agreed framework does not
proscribe either nation from
purchasing oil and gas from any
third country of its choice, they
said, requesting anonymity.

The two countries finalised
the detailed terms of reference
(ToR) to enter into negotiations
of the bilateral trade agreement
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Energy security is one of India’s key concerns. The trade deal may
include increased energy trade between India and the United States.
But the bilaterally agreed framework does not proscribe
either nation from purchasing oil and gas from any third
country of its choice.

' Negotiation road map

The two countries finalised the

. detailed terms of reference (ToR) to
. enter into negotiations of the

. bilateral trade agreement (BTA) on

- March 29 during their first physical
- round of talks in New Delhi. Later,

- on April 22, US Vice President

- JD Vance officially

Donald Trump's
tariff diktat

" announced the finalisa-
~ tion of the ToR for

' bilateral "trade

Last week, US prez l}mmld
Trump announced a 25%
tariff on India and
lil]HpLLIrLd penalties for
buying Russian oil. However, |
India’s sourcing from Russia |
is unlikely to stop.

. negotiations” during
. his India visit, and

- called it "a vital step
. toward a final deal”

between the

- two sides.

TRUMP'S AIDE

Reuters
letters@ hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: A top aide to Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Sunday
accused India of effectively
financing Russia’'s war in
Ukraine by purchasing oil from
Moscow, after the US leader
escalated pressure on New Delhi
to stop buying Russian oil. “What
he (Trump) said very clearly is
that it is not acceptable for India
to continue financing this war by
purchasing the oil from Russia,”
said Stephen Miller, deputy chief
of staff at the White House on
Fox News “Sunday Morning
Futures.” “People will be shocked
to learn that India is basically
tied with China in purchasing
Russian oil,” Miller said.  -pe
~STOPPED WAR, TRUMP CLAIMS AGAIN, P9

Oval test match tantahsmgly pmsed

'r

Prasidh Krishna celebrates after dismissing Joe Root on Day 4 of the fifth test at the Oval on
Sunday. The hosts were 339-6, still 35 runs behind the target, with two new batsmen at the crease
and all three results still possible when play was abandoned for the day due to rain. >pi6 AFP

t SCHOOL FEE BILL TO BE TABLED }

Delhi assembly session begins today

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment is likely to table the Delhi
school fee regulation bill and two
CAG audit reports of the works
taken up by the previous Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) government
in the five-day Monsoon session

of the Delhi assembly slated to
begin on Monday.

The session is set to be stormy
as the opposition AAP will likely
corner the government on the
school fee bill, which it claims
will lead to “windfall gains for pri-
vate schools™. The Congress is
also likely to protest outside the
assembly on the issue.

The session will mark multiple
firsts: Delhi assembly’s first fully
digital session and the assembly
complex being run entirely on
solar power with Union law min-
ister Arjun Ram Meghwal on
Sunday kicking off the assembly’s
paperless initiative and inaugu-
rating a solar power project on
the House premises. 5P3

B'DESH TRIBUNAL
COMMENCES TRIAL
AGAINST HASINA

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal on Sunday
began the trial of deposed PM
Sheikh Hasina in absentia over
crimes against humanity related
to the violent suppression of the
2024 student-led protests, with
interim government-appointed
chief prosecutor, Tajul Islam,
describing Hasina as the “nucleus
of all crimes”, calling for the max-
imum penalty. The first witness
in on of the cases, a man shotin
the face during the protests, also
testified on Sunday. >PB

POLICE STATION
BLIGHTED BY
WATERLOGGING

Jignasa Sinha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: For the past seven
months, police personnel of the
Khajuri Khas police station
have taken to a strange ritual:
taking off their shoes, holding
them in their hands, stepping
on a cement slab and scaling a
10-15-feet-high wall — all to
avoid knee-deep waterlogging
of the Khajuri Thana Road.->pa

Amity University Gurugram-Your Success Story Starts Here

2025 Admissions Open for 135+ UG & PG Progs. in

- Foreign Languages
Forensic Sciences
- Hospital Administration

, : , , : : , _ _ Architecture - Hotel Management
+ 19 Centres of Excellence for BRICS Studies, Robotics, Child Rights, Financial Analytics, Computational Biology, Al &ML It Dejgn
Data Science, Air Pollution Control, GE Healthcare... Programmes after UG (Non-MBA) Bk R e  itérriatef Thitsgs
5-Week Study Abroad Program (optional) in New York, Singapore, London or Dubai Class 12 {agg} 93% = 88% Biotechnology Law
| S R | A— Business Analytics Liberal Arts
Student innovations like Robotic Arm, Neuro Play, Sea Plane, 3-D Printer, 3-D Body Mapping Scanning and Graduste iagg} 80% = 75% @ - - Clinical Research Management
Reconstruction via DIP... = - Commerce Media & Communication
| T : . . Computer Sc/IT Molecular & Stem Cell Tech
Student special interest clubs like Robotics, Ek Awaaz, Udaan, Saakar, Kairos, Yuva... MBA Bt S  Network & Cyber Security
CAT!M AT (%}Ie} 90 85 20 D.efenffe TF:::hm:n!.ugy»r " * Optometry
- NIRF 2024: Ranked #1 University; #1 Law: - THE (Times Higher Education) Interdisciplinary =~ | =i | g_'ETf*I'ﬁ&:*FF"E" RO, S Eha*:f“
Amongst Top 3 in Engineering; Top 5 in Management Science Rankings 2025: Ranked #1 in Haryana GMATIGRE(Score) 6507161 600157 5007152 =il ol Rl
in Haryana (Pvt) (Pvt & Govt) ‘ . - Economics ublic Healt
For details check the website Engineering Renewable Energy
English Literature - Social Work
- Environmental Sciences + Speech Language Pathology

R

ca: 7303-399-399

- Fashion Design

AMITY

UNIVERSITY

Sustainability Mgmt
- Travel & Tourism

UNIVERSITY

— GURUGRAM —

415/Lakh Sqm: Amity Gurugram|Campus;

I . -, =

: : _.'--.:.1..‘-}. M ;-‘.I_-l e - .._
—_— = — - __;IFL,.T:f: -I".q=r iﬂ-&"‘_ﬁ -‘15;:3?:.. A e "I "" ﬁ-_;i‘;h’f%"_f-* = : T = -l.” e _Er === — T'. - =
Al ( 'I"[l ! ANMESAR admiccione@oon amitv edu
‘ AMITY E 'ﬂ)“ ATIO| alﬁ"'* ALL mrr "“"F} 'f 147, 5'4 TANESAR !Jﬂ E: admissions@ggn.amity.edu

ARMY OFFICER
ASSAULTS AIRLINE
STAFF AT SRINAGAR
AIRPORT, CASE FILED

Ashiqg Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Police has registered a case
against a senior army officer for
allegedly assaulting four employ-
ees of SpicelJet airline at Srinagar
airport following a disagreement
over payment of extra baggage
charges on July 26, officers said
on Sunday. In a detailed state-
ment, SpiceJet said the passenger
was carrying two pieces of cabin
baggage weighing a total of 16ke,
against the permitted limit of 7kg.

“When... asked to paythe char-
ges, the passenger refused and
forcefully entered the aerobridge
without completing the boarding
process,” it said, adding that one of
the employees suffered a spinal
fracture from the alleged assault.
Separately, the officer filed a coun-
ter-complaint alleging assault, fol-
lowing which police registered an
FIR against the airline staffers. >p9

Not issued ofﬁcially' :

EC asks Tejashwi to
hand over voter ID

Anirban Guha Roy
and Dheer Chawla

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Sunday asked
RJID leader Tejashwi Yadav to
“hand over for investigation™ a
voter 1D card that he claimed to
be in possession, saying it was
“not issued officially”. The
development came a day after
Yadav claimed that his voter ID
was not available in the new
draft electoral roll.

“Our preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that the EPIC
number you mentioned at the
press conference on August 2
was not issued officially. You
are therefore requested to hand
over the EPIC card in original
for detailed investigation,” the
letter to Yadav said. SPs

K'taka CEQ denies
receiving Congress

leader’'s complaint

BENGALURU: Ahead of
the Congress’s planned
protest on August 5 over
alleged manipulation of
electoral rolls in Benga-
luru's Mahadevapura
constituency, former min-
ister H Nagesh has written
to the state chief electoral
officer seeking copy of a
complaint he claims was
submitted in April 2023,
accusing forged entries in
voters' list. However, the
CEO’s office, in a letter,
has denied receiving any
such complaint from
Nageshin 2023. P8

3 ARRESTED FOR
POISONING SCHOOL
WATER TO OUST
MUSLIM PRINCIPAL

11 killed in UP as their vehicle
skids off road, falls mto canal

Hirekop Rajan Samuel

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

BELAGAVI: Three people, includ-
ing the leader of a right-wing
group, were arrested for allegedly
poisoning drinking water in the
tank of a government school in
Belagavi district of Kanataka in a
bid to oust the school's Muslim
headmaster, officials said. ~ >pn

4 MISSING PEOPLE
OF INDIAN ORIGIN
FOUND DEAD IN US.

NEW YORK: Four members of a
family of Indian-origin, who
were reported missing since
Tuesday, died in a car crash on
Saturday, Marshal County Sher-
iff Mike Dougherty said. The vic-
tims were travelling to West Vir-
ginia from Pittsburgh. 3P10

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Eleven people,
including nine of a family, were
killed and four others injured
when a four-wheeler they were
travelling in lost control and
plunged into the Saryu canal in
Gonda district of Uttar Pradesh
on Sunday morning, senior
police officers aware of the mat-
ter said.

According to Gonda superin-
tendent of police (SP) Vineet
Jaiswal, there were 15 people in
the vehicle, a Mahindra Bolero,
at the time of the incident, who
were on their way from Siha-
gawan to offer prayers at Pirth-
vinath temple in Ayodhya dis-
trict. SP Jaiswal said the acci-
dent occurred near Rehra
village under Itivathok police
station on the Seehgaon-Khara-
goopur road, after the vehicle
had travelled 25km, at 10am.

'-

The accident happened around 10am near the Sar}ru canalin
Gonda district of Uttar Pradesh on Sunday. PTI

“Locals informed the police.
Four people, including the
driver and three children, have
been rescued and rushed to a
nearby hospital,” the officer
said. Eyewitnesses reported that
the roads were slippery due to

rain, and as the vehicle neared
the canal, the driver applied
brakes but lost control, causing
the vehicle to veer off the road
and plunge into the canal. The
canal is fairly deep and had

continuedon-=7

DATA: NUMBER OF
SCHOOL-GOING
CHILDREN ON
DECLINE IN INDIA

Abhishek Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In June, the Uttar
Pradesh government decided to
merge some government schools
in the state. The move triggered
criticism from the opposition
and also challenges intuitive rea-
soning. Without prejudice to
Uttar Pradesh’s decision of clos-
ing schools — government
schools are mostly understafted
and under-resourced in India
and children might have to
travel longer distances to attend
school—datais clear on at least
one aspect of the debate: the
number of school-going children
might have already started fall-
ing in India.

State-wise age-group projec-
tions by the National Commis-
sion on Population suggest that
the size of the 5-14 age group will
decline between 2011 and 2026 in
19 of the 21 big states. P2
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By Abhishek Jha

In June, Uttar Pradesh decided to merge some government schools in the
state. The move triggered criticism from the Opposition and also
challenged intuitive reasoning. UP is the most populous state in India and
its population is still rising, given the fact that its total fertility rate (TFR)
is still more than the replacement level of 2.1 and the second highest in

the country after Bihar’s. TFR is the average number of children a
woman is expected to have and when it goes below 2.11t entails a fall in
population levels. Without prejudice to UP’s decision of closing schools -
government schools are mostly understaffed and under-resourced and
children might have to travel longer distances to attend school -data is
clear on at least one aspect of the debate: the number of school-going
clhi_ldren might have already started falling in India.

Ind|a S pOpulatlon of chl\dren S e5t|mated to
have peaked in the 2010s

According to population estimates released by the UN in 2024, India’s total population and
working age population (taken as the 20-64 age group by the UN) is expected to increase up

" t0206land 2049. Clearly, India is in no immediate danger of a declining pool of workers.
However, its population of children is believed to have started declining in the 2010s.
According to UN's estimates, the 5-14 age group (the Right to Education Act provides for
free education for those in the 6-14 age group) started declining in 2012. The lower half of
that broad group - those in the 5-9 age group - started declining in 2010. To be sure, people
can be enrolled in schools even beyond the age of 14 years. However, even the 5-19 age
group started declining in 2016. A definite picture of this decline will emerge only when the
census is conducted in 2026. There was no decline seen in these age groups between the
census conducted in 2001 and 2011. This is expected because the projected annual decline
was very small and recent in 2011 for populations to fall below the level seen in 2001.

India's mid-year population by age-group (million)
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Source: World Population Prospects 2024
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Population of children declined in nearly half
the big states even in the 2011 census

While there was no decline at the national level in the 5-14 age group between the last two
census years, nine of twenty big states recorded a decline. Even in the 5-19 age group, six
states recorded a decline. To be sure, seven of the nine states that recorded a decline in the
5-14 age group had a total fertility rate under two in 2011, which means that even their
broader population was already on the way to a decline. However, the population of some
age groups can decrease even if the overall population is increasing. For example, the 0-4
age group declined in Uttar Pradesh between the 2001 and 2011 census although the total
population didn't. State-wise age-group projections by the National Commission on
Population suggest that the size of the 5-14 age group will decline between 2011 and 2026
in 19 of the 21 big states (Telangana counted as separate from Andhra Pradesh here).
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh are the only two states where the population of this age
group is expected to increase. The 5-19 age group is also expected to shrink in all states
except Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh.

Change in population between 2001 and 2011 census (%)
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School enrolment decreased in the past five
years across most states

As the discussion above suggests, it is not surprising that there are schools with low
enrolment in Uttar Pradesh. The Unified District Information System (UDISE) data - it is
the source of all school education statistics of the education ministry — also shows that
school enrolment is falling in most states. 18 of 21 big states recorded a decline in school
enrolment between 2018-19 and 2023-24, which is the period of the improved version of
UDISE called UDISE+ While most of this change is because of pre-primary and primary
levels, some states including Chhattisgarh and Punjab recorded a decline in middle or
secondary and higher secondary level. UDISE+ data also shows that school enrolment
may not always be correlated with the population of children. The only places where
enrollment increased in this period were Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Delhi, where
the population of children is projected to decrease.

Change in school enrolment between 2018-19 and 2023-24

(% of 2018-19 enrolment) = §
o & -

9 £ £ & £ 2 s
: £ 2 & S £ 2SFFLL

F S SRS 885t sd
3 & & & S5 85 f 858 & ¢
0 =
: JEEEEEEEEEn=
-6
-9
H'IE ™

Source; UDISE+ reparts

While closing schools should not be a decision based on just the number of students,
India will do well to recognise that the way to better exploiting its demographic dividend
might have entered a phase of qualitative rather than quantitative expansion.

{ WORLD } TRIGGERS CONDEMNATION
Israel minister prays
at sensitive holy site

A far-rlg ht Israeli minister visited and pra',red at
Jerusalem’s most sensitive holy site on Sunday,
triggering regional condemnation and fears that the
provocative move could further escalate tensions. The
visit came as hospitals in Gaza said 27 more Palestinians
seeking food aid were killed by Israeli fire. [tamar Ben-
Gvir'svisit to the hillside compound threatened to set
back efforts by international mediators to halt Israel’s
nearly two-year military offensive in Gaza. P13

{ MY INDIA } WITHIN HOURS OF EACH OTHER

PM, Shah meet President
at Rashtrapati Bhavan
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Pr|rne Minister Ha rendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday called on President Droupadi Murmu separately within
hours at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. The meetings came against the
backdrop of the logjam in Parliament over the Opposition's demand for
a discussion on the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise in Bihar
ahead of assembly elections in the state.

AGENCIES

{ MY INDIA } INDIAN ENVOY TO U.S.

Gabbard, Kwatra
discuss mutual ties

Indian ambassador Vinay Mohan Kwatraon
Sunday met with US Director of National Intelligence
Tulsi Gabbard and held an "engaging conversation
on various issues of mutual interest. "Pleasure to
meet DNI Tulsi Gabbard and her husband, Abraham
Williams; we had an engaging conversation on
various issues of mutual interest,” Kwatra said in a
post on X. On Saturday, New Delhi opened eight more
Indian Consular Application Centres in the US. AGENCIES

Dormant volcano erupts after 600 years in Russia

The Krasheninnikov Volcano in Kamchatka, Russia, erupted overnigh

t for the first time in 600 years, Russia’s RIA state news agency said on Sunday. An ash plume

rising up to 6,000 metres has been recorded following the eruption. The volcano itself stands at 1,856 metres. The eruption has been assigned an “orange” aviation
hazard code, Russia’s emergency ministry said, meaning flights in the area may be disrupted.

AP

Outlining the Assam connection in

N asa—SpaceX’s latest space voyage

S Mitra Kalita

letters@ hindustantimes.com

early three decades ago,

a friend excitedly called

to tell me our fellow

Assamese American,
Jhuma, had gotten engaged...to
an astronaut.

"Is he Assamese?” I asked.

“How many Assamese astro-
nauts do you know?”

Good point. None. Like many
of us second-generation Assam-
ese born and raised on US
shores, hers would be a blended
marriage and, eventually, family.

On Friday, August 1, at
11.43am, the husband of Renita
Saikia, my lifelong friend I've
only ever called Jhuma, soared
into space as a member of Nasa’s
Crew-11, on a six-to-eight-month
mission. This week, I joined a
few dozen of their family and
friends at the Kennedy Space
Center to wish Mike Fincke well.
We began with a "wave across”
staged in a parking lot, a rope
separating the four quarantined
astronauts from loved ones,
allowing us to say goodbye and
good luck at a safe dis-
tance. We ended with
the actual launch, the
second attempt to send
the SpaceX Dragon up
after clouds and the
threat of lightning
thwarted the first try. In
between were parties,

PICK OF
THE DAY

|

Since the real Mike Fincke was in quarantine, a cardboard cutout
was adorned with a gamosa at every chance.

tled in New Jersey, then Hunts-
ville, Alabama. By the time my
own father arrived in 1971, fami-
lies like these were the ones who
helped explain America, from
foods and customs to
bank transactions and
mortgages. When my
mom was pregnant
with me, Renita’s
mother helped throw a
baby shower combined
with the Assamese rit-
ual of panchamrit,

photo ops, tours of
space facilities, impromptu
lunches and dinners, and late-
night gatherings among dispa-
rate friend groups suddenly
united.

We infused these time-hon-
oured space traditions, though,
with some of our own. Months
ago, when Renita extended this
precious invitation that comes
with behind-the-scenes access to
Kennedy Space Center, the astro-
nauts, and the rocket launch
itself, she did so not only because
she’s known me my whole life.
Renita’s father, Rupesh Saikia,
emigrated from Assam in the
1960s, among the earliest pio-
neers of our tiny community on
US shores. He married Monju
Aunty in 1966 and eventually set-

blessings for the
mother and child. As a child, I
remember Renita coming over
to colour and play games with
me and the long drives we'd take
to go meet her family.

“I want you to be the Assam-
ese rep,” Renita told me. "The
community has been so impor-
tant for Mike and me...keeping
some Assamese flavour in the
mix would be so great.”

And so I write these words,
mission accomplished, with a
sense of that obligation. It's
really cool to attend a space
launch, and I was aware of the
privilege and once-in-a-lifetime
nature of what I was experienc-
ing. But at each and every event,
[ also felt an enormous responsi-
bility to the many identities Mike

PICTURE COURTESY: 5MITRAKALITA

and Renita straddle and inherit,
and the one I happen to share.

The Assamese infusion
“Do you know how to make that
noise?” my friend Seebany Dat-
ta-Barua, another Assamese
American at the launch, asked at
the wave across.

She was talking about uruli,
the Assamese tradition of mak-
ing a high-pitched sound by
moving the tongue back and
forth. We do this at weddings,
festivals, moments of joy—and
departures.

“I don’t, but I can try,” I
responded. And so we did.

Mike instantly responded by
smiling in recognition, bowing
his head and clasping his hands
into a namaskar.

My husband and I, Seebany,
and her daughter also had very
American signs spelling out M-
I-K-E, but on the backside of
one, Seebany had written, in
Assamese, “Mike, infinite bless-
ings to you!”

We planned our outfits to
include elements of Assamese
flair. On the day of a pre-launch
celebration, we wore mekhela
chadors, the signature two-piece
Assamese garment. I hesitated,
especially in Florida’s 100-degree

humidity, but my husband
assured me the designs of the
japi, an Assamese ornamental
hat made of cane or bamboo,
resembled flying saucers. Sold.

This mission marks Mike's
fourth journey to space, and he
has taken the gamosa up before
as one of his sentimental items.

Mike Fincke's embrace

of our people

As Mike has learned, and my
own husband too, to marry an
Assamese—at least a certain type
of Assamese—is to enter a com-
munity that is so unique and
tight-knit, where everyone
knows everyone else due to the
smallness of our diasporic popu-
lation, a complex collective that
teeters between parochial and
progressive. Because so few peo-
ple know where we come from,
we quickly learn how to define
ourselves and how to fit in.
Being Assamese, I maintain,
allows us to traverse lands, lan-
guages, and cultures because
there’'s a universality in being
unknown.

Except for the years he’s been
in space or quarantine, I see
Mike at least once a year at our
annual Assam Conventions. He
and Renita makeita pointto fly
or drive from their home outside
Houston, three children in tow,
as a way of keeping tradition
alive. My family feels similarly,
and our children have often cho-
reographed and danced the folk
dance known as Bihu together.

In the years he can’t physi-
cally join, Mike still makes an
appearance.

In 2004, he called in from
space—projected onto a screen
in the hotel ballroom in Austin,
Texas—to wish everyone well
and perform a Bihu dance.

When the cameras arent roll-
ing, though, I can attest to Mike's
sense of respect for our culture
and people. I see it in how he
treats his in-laws and elderly
people like my parents. I seeit in
how he springs into action when
my own daughter, who now
attends college in Houston, gets
stranded after a flight cancella-
tion and he does not hesitate to
go collect her from the airport—

at 2am.

These are the stories of immi-
grant solidarity, of community
building, that many of us grew
up with—but have waned in
recentyears.

Some of it is understandable
and more pragmatic (a taxiisa
perfectly reasonable option from
the airport) as our tiny Assam-
ese population grows. But once
upon a time, if you found a
Kalita or Saikia in the phone
book, chances were high that
you would call as strangers and
emerge as friends.

In the decades I have known
Mike and Renita—who, it’s
worth noting, also works for
Nasa—the behaviours I describe
of immigrants are also traits I
have come to associate with
astronauts.

[ was reminded of it this week
as the escorts Nasa assigned to
be with the families of the crew
are astronauts themselves, in
the unique position of knowing
exactly the high stakes and high
pressure and many emotions of
a launch.

[ watched them carry suit-
cases, drive loved ones to and
fro, soothe fears, cook comfort
food, answer lay questions. The
flat hierarchy and sense of ser-
vice are remarkable—and neces-
sary—and challenge the oft-held
notion that the smartest people
in the room aren’t always the
most compassionate. Here,
intellect and humanity are equal
ingredients for success. [ walked
away from this week with new
appreciation for space travel as a
means of understanding what it
means to be human.

Perhaps that study of said
humans attracts the best
humans in the process because
their examination actually
begins with themselves—and
their daily actions.

S50 how many Assamese
astronauts do you know? [ know
a guy who comes pretty close.

S Mitra Kalita is a veteran journal-
ist, author, and commentator. This
piece is published in collaboration
with URL Media, a network of
community media. Views
expressed are personal.
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Monsoon Session of assembly
starts today, in paperless mode

Paras Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union law minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal on Sunday
kicked off the Delhi Assembly’s
paperlessinitiative and inaugu-
rated a solar power project on
the premises, clearing the decks
for a stormy five-day Monsoon
Session from Monday, during
which waterlogging woes, CAG
audits and new bills are set to be
tackled.

According to the official list of
business, on the first day, the
government is likely to introduce
the Delhi School Education
(Transparency in Fixation and
Regulation of Fees) Bill and table
two Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India reports
on the previous government’s
performance.

In the run-up to the session,
Opposition Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) attacked the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government
on the school fee bill, alleging it
will lead to “windfall gains for
private schools.”

The Delhi Congress
announced a march outside the
Vidhan Sabha to protest demoli-
tion drives in slums and the
alleged failure of the state gov-
ernment to start 32,500 monthly
assistance to Delhi's women.

The session will mark multi-
ple firsts: Delhi’s Assembly’s first
fully digital session and the
assembly complex being run
entirely on solar power.

Agenda: CAG, edu bill

The assembly proceedings will
commence around Z2pm on Mon-
day, with the assembly tenta-
tively likely to convene over five
days, between August 4 and 8.
The list of business issued by the
assembly secretariat states that

Legislature in focus
AGENDAFORDAYT

CM to table CAG reports:

Report of the

I
i
Comptroller and i General of India report
Auditor General | on'Welfare of Building
of India on'State | and other Construction
Finances forthe i Workers' for the year
year2023-24'  ended 31 March 2023 report of DERC

the assembly will begin with
MLAs raising issues under Spe-
cial Mention (Rule-280).

It will be followed by chief
minister Rekha Gupta tabling
CAG reports on the “state finan-
ces for the year 2023-24" and
“Welfare of building and other
construction workers” for 2023.

Education minister Ashish
Sood will also introduce “The
Delhi School Education (Trans-
parency in Fixation and Regula-
tion of Fees) Bill, 2025 for dis-
cussion. Under the law, the gov-
ernment plans to introduce
major reforms in the city’s

Comptroller and Auditor

Commences

Tentative schedule

Introduction of Bill

Ashish Sood, education minister, to introduce ‘The Delhi School Education
(Transparency in Fixation and Regulation of Faes} Bill, 2025

Others

school fee regulation regime,
which will apply to all 1,677 pri-
vate unaided schools in Delhi.

The bill also fixes factors for
determining the fee, stiff penal-
ties for non-compliance and a
three-tier fee regulation struc-
ture involving committees at the
school, district, and state levels,
which will institutionalise
parental participation.

The move comes against the
backdrop of widespread protests
by parents earlier this year,
alleging arbitrary and excessive
fee hikes by private schools.

The AAP has slammed the

Presentation of reports from
Business Advisory Committee and
Rules Committee; Annual accounts

=

bill, alleging it would benefit pri-
vate schools. “Until now, a single
parent could file a complaint,
but the new law will empower
the education mafia to act with
impunity,” AAP state president
Saurabh Bharadwaj said.

Besides the education bill, the
assembly will also see the pre-
sentation of reports from the
Business Advisory Committee
and Rules Committee, and the
annual accounts report of the
power regulator DERC.

Paperiess session
Union law minister Arjun Meh-

| 2pm, August 4 | August 4-8

' SOME FIRSTS IN n-us

SESSION

First
paperless
meeting - =
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digital assembly NeVA portal
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to run entirely on solar power

ARVIND YADAV/HT

wal on Sunday inaugurated the
integration of the E-Vidhan plat-
form, which advances the
assembly’s digital transforma-
tion by enabling a paperless leg-
islative process for administra-
tive efficiency and reducing the
institution’s carbon footprint.
Meghwal said that the launch
of the NeVA platform under the
“One Nation, One Application”
initiative of Digital India 2.0 not
only signifies an infrastructure
upgrade, but also a shift in insti-
tutional values. “With full imple-
mentation expected in the
upcoming Monsoon Session, the

Delhi Assembly will transition to
completely paperless operations.
This fusion of climate responsi-
bility and administrative reform
must begin at the heart of demo-
cratic institutions,” he said.

Speaker Vijender Gupta said
that the work of the E-Vidhan
system was completed in just 100
days. “A trial run of the new sys-
tem is scheduled for lam tomor-
row, followed by a House sitting
at 2pm, which will be held
entirely on solar power.”

The first trial on Sunday
offered firsthand experience of
the digital interface, which
includes smart delegate units
with microphones and voting
panels, RFID access, multilin-
gual support, real-time docu-
ment access via iPads, and an
automated audio-visual system
with cameras.

CM Gupta said Delhi’s capital
legislature must lead the way in
India’s transition to sustainable
and efficient governance. “With
the rollout of NeVA, the Delhi
Assembly is poised to offer a
more transparent, accessible,
and digitally empowered legisla-
tive experience,” she said.

Solar power

On Sunday, a 500kW solar
power plant was launched on
the assembly premises, making
the complex fully powered by
solar energy. It is expected to
help save ¥1.75 crore annually.

Mehwal said: “Delhi Assem-
bly’s complete transition to solar
energy has set a benchmark for
legislative and public institu-
tions nationwide.”

Speaker Gupta said that the
building was constructed in 1912
and housed the country’s first
Parliament, due to which “heri-
tage and development will go
handin hand”.

Row as police
refer to Bengali
as ‘Bangladeshi’

Joydeep Thakur

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI: A letter by
the Delhi Police to Banga
Bhawan at Chanakyapuri, seek-
ing expertise to translate docu-
ments from “Bangladeshi” to
Hindi and English, triggered a
political row, with the West Ben-
gal chief minister calling it an
attempt to insult and defame
West Bengal.

“Scandalous, insulting, anti-
national, unconstitutional !! This
insults all Bengali-speaking peo-
ple of India. They cannot use this
kind of language which degrades
and debases us all. We urge
immediate strongest possible
protests from all against the anti-
Bengali Government of India
who are using such anti-Consti-
tutional language to insult and
humiliate the Bengali- speaking
people of India,” Mamata Baner-
jee, West Bengal CM, wrote on X.

The issue started when the
Lodhi Colony police station in
south Delhi arrested eight per-
sons suspected to be Bangla-
deshis, illegally staying in India.
An FIR was registered against
them under various sections of
the BNS, Aadhaar Act and For-
eigners Act. Police also seized
some documents from the
accused persons.

During the investigation, the
officer of the case wrote a letter
to the officer-in-charge of Banga
Bhawan seeking expertise to
translate the documents. “The
identification documents (seized
from the accused persons) con-
tain texts written in Bangladeshi
and are needed to be translated
to Hindi and English...It is
requested that an official trans-
lator / interpreter proficient in
Bangladeshi National language
may kindly be provided for the
aforesaid purpose,” the letter by

THE TMC SOUGHT
THE SUSPENSION
OF INVESTIGATING
OFFICER AND ALSO
A PUBLIC APOLOGY
FROM THE DELHI
POLICE, BJP, AND
HOME MINISTRY

the Delhi Police read.

The Trinamool Congress, the
ruling party in West Bengal, has
demanded the suspension of the
investigating officer of the case
and sought a formal public apol-
ogy from the Delhi Police, Bhar-
atiya Janata Party and the Union
home ministry.

Delhi Police said they are
investigating the matter. “The
officer was investigating an ille-
gal migrants case. Top officers
have been informed and will
take further action against the
inspector,” a Delhi Police officer,
requesting anonymity, said.

On July 28, TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee launched a
Bhasha Andolan (linguistic
movement) to protest against
the alleged harassment of Ben-
gali-speaking people in BJP-
ruled states.

In response, Amit Malviya,
head of BJP's National IT cell,
wrote on X: "It is beyond shame-
ful that West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee is defending
a lawful police action against ille-
gal Bangladeshi infiltrators by
weaponising language and stok-
ing sentiment. Let us be abso-
lutely clear: all illegal Bangladeshi
infiltrators and Rohingyas will be
dealt with strictly, as per the law
of the land. No political grand-
standing or vote-bank politics will
come in the way of protecting
India’s sovereignty and national
security.”

Mob stabs two students in
Vijay Nagar, three arrested

Jignasa Sinha

jignasa.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Police said on Sun-
day they have arrested two men
and apprehended a minor for
allegedly stabbing two students
during an altercation at a gro-
cery shop in northwest Delhi’s
Vijay Nagar early on Thursday.
A fourth suspect is absconding,
officials said on Sunday.

The victims, aged 26 and 28
years and hailing from Mani-
pur, were reportedly preparing
for competitive examinations
and had gone to a local shop in
the area around 4am to buy a
water can and groceries, offi-
cials aware of the matter said
on Sunday.

According to the first infor-
mation report (FIR), the alter-
cation began after a group of
three to four young men —
aged between 18 and 22 —
arrived on two motorcycles

\I

They used abusive language and tried to
shove us aside. When we objected, one of
them stabbed us. The attack seemed
deliberate with the intent to kill.

ONE OF THE VICTIMS

without helmets and allegedly
tried to push past the students
at the shop counter.

“They used abusive language
and tried to shove us aside.
When we objected, one of them
stabbed me in the abdomen
and another attacked my friend
on his left buttock with a
knife,” one of the victims stated
in the FIR.

“They fled on motorcycles
after the assault. The attack
seemed deliberate and carried
out with the intent to kill,” the
FIR added.

Deputy commissioner of
police (Northwest) Bhisham
Singh said the case was treated
as sensitive, and special teams
were deployed to track down
the suspects.

“CCTV footage from nearby
shops was analysed, and call
detail records (CDRs) of sus-
pected individuals were exam-
ined. Based on local intelli-
gence and CDR analysis, a coor-
dinated raid was conducted,
leading to the arrest of three
accused,” Singh said.

According to police, the

arrested accused have been
identified as Krishna Babu,
Krishna Kashyap, and a minor.
The fourth suspect is still on
the run, and efforts are on to
nab him.

During interrogation, police
said the three accused con-
fessed to the assault, claiming
it began after one of the stu-
dents allegedly punched their
friend.

The knife used in the attack
has also been recovered from
their possession, officials said.

While both victims are from
Manipur, investigators have
said there is no indication of it
being a hate crime so far.

“It appears to be a dispute
that escalated violently rather
than a hate crime,” an investi-
gating officer said, adding that
a detailed investigation is
underway to determine the
exact sequence of events that
took place on Thursday.

SIRSATO VISIT
E-WASTE PARK IN
NORWAY TO NOTE
BEST PRACTICES

24x7 markets and hospital

push: CM

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Environment and
industries minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa arrived in Oslo on
Sunday to study electronic waste
(e-waste) management systems,
ahead of the city’s plan to
develop an e-waste park in
Holambi Kalan. The visit, facili-
tated in coordination with the
Norwegian government, will
take place on Monday.

On Monday, Sirsa will visit an
e-waste park in Oslo where the
entire chain of e-waste manage-
ment — from collection to proc-
essing —will be assessed, includ-
ing technologies in use.

“We will also visit an indus-
trial area, in the middle of the
city, to again study the best prac-
tices, ranging from waste man-
agement there to ensuring recy-
cling and zero air pollution,”
Sirsa told HT.

The Delhi government is plan-
ning to build a dedicated e-waste
park over 11.4 acres in north
Delhi, aimed at processing over
51,000 metric tonnes of e-waste
annually. A feasibility study for
the 150 crore project will be
undertaken soon.

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta, while inaugurat-
ing a Jan Seva Kendra (Public
Service Centre) at the commu-
nity centre located in Greater
Kailash assembly constituency,
said that the government is
undertaking a series of adminis-
trative reforms and infrastruc-
ture upgrades for the develop-
ment of Delhi and it will ensure
that there is no shortage of funds
for developmental work.

CM Gupta said that over the
past five months, the face of
Delhi has started to change with
accelerated progress in sewage
management, drainage, road-
work, water systems, pollution
control, and other public servi-
ces. “We have taken historic
decisions to allow markets in
Delhi to operate 24x7. With the
introduction of a single-window
system, administrative processes
will be significantly streamlined.
Traders will no longer need to
make repeated visits to govern-
ment offices for licences,” Gupta
said.

She added that from cleaning
a drain, repairing a street, or

CMinauguratesa ‘Jan Seva Kendra’ at GK on Sunday.

resolving local drainage issues,
her government remains com-
mitted to fulfil even the smallest
aspirations of Delhi’s citizens.
Later in the day, CM Gupta
inaugurated the state-of-the-art
SSB Multi specialty hospital
located at Kailash Colony. Gupta
said that her governmentis com-
mitted to bring back the health
system of Delhi on track, which
has been languishing for years
due to the neglect of previous
governments. “The construction
work of 24 under-construction

promlses reforms

i

X-REKHA GUPTA

hospitals in Delhi has been
started on a war footing. Soon
these hospitals will not only pro-
vide health services to the people
of Delhi but will also provide
their services at the national and
global level,” Gupta said.

She added: "Today, there are
not even two beds available per
1,000 people in Delhi. This is in
violation of World Health Orga-
nisation standards. We aim to
change this,” she added.

The AAP did not respond to
requests for a comment.

t IN NORTH DELHI }

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 40-year-old cab
driver was charred to death
while his friend suffered serious
burn injuries after their Maruti
Ertiga taxi hit a concrete barrier
and caught fire on the Urban
Extension Road (UER)-II near
Narela in north Delhi early on
Sunday.

According to police, the
deceased was identified as
Vipender and the injured Jagbir,
both go by single name and resi-
dents of Haryana's Panipat. Jag-
bir, 40, is currently critical and
undergoing treatment at Satya-
wadi Raja Harish Chandra
(SRHC) hospital.

Deputy commissioner of

Burnt remains of the car after the crash.

police (outer north) Hareshwar
V Swami said the Narela Indus-
trial Area police station received
information about a crash at
Jhanda Chowk, near Holambi

HTPHOTO

Khurd village at around 2Zam on
Sunday. When the team reached
the spot, they found the charred
body of a man in the driver’s
seat.

Man charred to death inside car, 1 hurt

“Another person with burns
was found in the front passen-
ger's seat. Both were rushed to
Babu Jagjivan Ram Memorial
(BHRM) hospital, where
Vipender was declared dead.
Jagbir was later shifted to SRHC
hospital,” said a police officer.

DCP Swami said the vehicle
had Haryana's registration num-
ber. Families of both the victims
were informed about the acci-
dent.

Though the exact cause of fire
was not ascertained till Sunday
evening, police suspected the
four-wheeler could be moving at
a high speed and its driver could
have failed to see the jersey bar-
riers. The extension road is yet to
be inaugurated and made opera-
tional for the public.

28-YR-OLD HELD
FOR STALKING,
BLACKMAILING
WOMAN: POLICE

Karn Pratap Singh

karn.singh@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 28-year-old man
from Uttar Pradesh was arrested
on Saturday for allegedly stalk-
ing, blackmailing, and threaten-
ing to circulate private photo-
graphs and videos of his 20-year-
old relative, police said on
Sunday.

The accused, police said, had
been allegedly pressuring the
woman to continue their rela-
tionship and fulfil sexual
demands by threatening to make
her personal content public.

The case came to light after
the victim's 19-year-old brother
lodged a complaint with the
Cyber Police Station of north-
west Delhi on July 25, said dep-
uty commissioner of police
(northwest) Bhisham Singh. The
complaint alleged that a relative
from Bulandshahr had sent him
sexually explicit images and vid-
eos of his sister on Instagram.

Police said the families of both
the victim and the accused had
learned about their relationship
one-and-a-half years ago and
objected toit. The woman ended
the relationship but the accused
continued harassing her.

The accused sent the explicit
content to the victim's brother
via Instagram using the “View
Once” feature, which makes
media disappear after being
viewed once. But the brother
recorded the content and pre-
sented it as evidence.

Contact:

Suprect Singh  +91 9205929208
suprectsinghasothebysrealtyin
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Hop, skip and jump:

Khajuri Khas police’s
seven-month routine

Satellite map image shows the
longstanding sewage backflow at
the stretch; many who slipped and
tell reportedly sutfered itchiness and
redness of skin, among other issues

rD' I ”

!IE
ol
(= J0

|
"
. 1
u
T ;
il i
i
B b
|
al N =y
-
e A
3 |
..I -
e
i
1§ I..'
¥
: il
by <
1 a
rasg
LA

E)
s =

EMYBI ug

i T
e

= A

Jignasa Sinha

htreporters @hindustantimes.com
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NEW DELHI: For the past seven months,
police personnel of the Khajuri Khas
police station have taken to a strange
ritual: taking off their shoes, holding
them in their hands, stepping on a
cement slab and scaling a 10-15-foot-
high wall. However, this is far from a
superstition; it is a necessity born out of
constant knee-deep waterlogging of the
Khajuri Thana Road and the area
adjoining Shree Ram Colony.

Rain or no rain, an overflowing
sewer line in the area has turned into a
menace to everyone here.

During a visit by HT last Friday
morning, policemen were seen parking
their bikes and buses near National
Highway 709B, rolling up their trousers
and walking on the footpath to reach
the police station. But, once at the
entrance, their only option is to scale
the wall as both gates of the police sta-
tion could not be accessed due to the
water,

A Delhi Police constable, who was
recruited this year into the force and
posted to Khajuri Khas, said, “I don't
know how long this problem has been
going on but for the last two months, I
have never walked into the police sta-
tion normally. I have to climb the wall.
Only those with cars (with a higher
ground clearance) can enter.”

As the constable was sharing his
experience, a group of women, walking
to fetch their children from schools,
chimed in to share their concerns.

Suneeta Singh, 29, a resident of Kha-
juri Khas, whose ward studies in a
nearby government school, said, “It's a
nightmare, I believe this has been going

-

Delhi Police personnel and the public navigate risky sewage-filled road, with

many injuries also reported from the spot.

on for eight to nine months. For us, it
alfects everything around us. The sewer
line water is so black and dirty. My son
often slips and falls in the water when I
am not here. I have to carry him home.
He gets rashes and infections. The
water level increases during rains. The
government sent a few water pumping
machines but you can see that nothing
is happened.”

Children and elderly people were
spotted struggling, to jump on bricks,
cement slabs, cement bags and rocks to
cross the road. Many were seen holding
one another to walk safely.

A group of policemen stopped a trac-
tor, boarded it and asked the driver to
drop them. One of them said, “How can
we reach our own office without taking
a bath in this water? This will go on for
a long time...”

A passerby said that civic apathy has
left residents with only tongue-in-cheek
remarks to make. “Everyone must expe-
rience this beautiful black lake...they
will feel blessed,” another local said.

Man-made problem
One of the main reasons for the over-

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTOS

flowing sewer line is the construction of
Delhi-Dehradun national highway last
year, which covered an open drain,
blocking water outflow, While the road
comes under the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), the drain’s mainte-
nance is with the Irrigation and Flood
Control (1&FC) department.

However, Kapil Mishra, Delhi cabinet
minister told HT: "Yes, the waterlogging
has been there for nearly a year but we
have already started working on tempo-
rary solutions. We have cleared some of
the sewer lines, put water pumps,
installed valves and taken other meas-
ures. I know these don't help when
there's heavy rainfall but on non-rainy
days, these measures have helped us
provide relief to locals. The issue is the
national highway construction blocking
the sewer line. Water from Shree Ram
Colony and CRPF office has accumu-
lated there and is tough to clear it.”

He said that they have already given
a tender to the I&FC department to
install new sewer lines. “Within five to
six months, the new drainage system
will be built and the problem will be
over. Till then, we are working on tem-
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A policeman risks navigating the stretch on his motorbike, even as many said that only cars have been able to access it.

porary solutions.”

The I&FC department did not
respond to requests for comment. NHAI
also did not comment on the issue.

During the spot check, HT found at
least three water pumps set up at the
site, but were inadequate in tackling the
sewage overflow even in the absence of
rain. Given that the stretch from the
highway to the police station slants
downwards by two to three feet, locals
said there needs to be better remedial
Mmeasures.

Ashish Sharma, a head constable,
stood near the national highway and
said they have complained to senior
officers and government departments.

“I can’t take my bike because water
seeps in...We have to scale the wall.
Some days, the water level comes down,
but it again increases after some time.
This weather is the worst time for us.
Our pants, socks, boots, uni-
form...everything gets dirty. The water
is so bad that you can’t stand in it for
more than five minutes. My skin gets
itchy and red. I hope the flood and irri-
gation department removes the water.
We just want to enter our station nor-

mally” he said.

A senior officer, who refused to be
named, said, "I used to get my car to the
police station. Around June, it got stuck
in water and then I had to foot an
expensive bill to clear the water. [ now
walk through the water. My wife scolds
me as I am old now and I often get
cough and cold. Senior officers said
they are working on this. They sent
pumps too. We also get a few calls/
information of people slipping and
injuring themselves. I just worry about
the small children who use the road
everyday to walk back from their
school...”

The Government Boys Senior Sec-
ondary School, Khajuri Khas, is located
hardly 500 metres from the road and
dozens of kids access this road every
day.

Sumit (first name only), a supervisor
at BSES' Khajuri Khas office, which is
located in the vicinity, told HT: “This
has been going on for almost nine
months. Every day, I feel sad when 1
come here. I have to walk in dirty water
to reach office. We can neither walk
safely nor can we travel on bikes. The

water level is so high that it damages
our vehicles. This stretch is a horror for
anyone who visits.”

Pawan Kumar Sharma, an advocate,
was taking his elderly father for some
work outside their house in Sonia
Vihar.

He said: "We don't have any option
but to take this road. The Shree Ram
Colony area and roads are already
flooded with garbage and dump. As
part of my work, I have to visit the
police station; but now, nobody can
enter without a car. Locals can’t access
their own police station. How do we file
complaints? Sit on waterlogged streets
with policemen?”

A group of girl students of Class 10
said their white uniforms get dirty and
they have to wash it and ensure it dries
in time.

One of the students, not wishing to be
named, said: “I only have two sets of
uniform and want them to be clean or
my teacher will scold me. The other
day, a biker fell and hurt himself. Last
month, our classmate slipped and fell
on the road. We thought she was going
to drown. Nobody should walk here...”

WOMAN DIES BY
SUICIDE, BLAMES
SPOUSE, IN-LAWS
IN VIDEO: POLICE

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 20-year-old
woman reportedly died by sui-
cide at her residence in south-
east Delhi’s IGI Camp in Sunlight
Colony on Saturday, according
to the police. They said that the
woman was found dead inside
the house, while her husband
and family members were away.

Police said their control room
was informed about a suicide on
Saturday evening. Family mem-
bers told investigators that the
woman got married a year and a
half ago.

“A crime team reached the
spot. The deceased’s mother and
SDM (subdivisional magistrate)
were immediately informed as
the suicide happened within
seven years of her marriage. We
have taken statements from the
mother and brother, and the
SDM also recorded their state-
ments. An autopsy was done on
sunday, " deputy commissioner
of police (southeast) Hemant
Tewari said.

In a video on her phone, the
woman blamed her husband
and in-laws for the act, alleging
they would beat her over petty
1S5ues.

She also said in the video that
their wedding anniversary was
coming up, and the in-laws har-
assed her, as he had married her
against their wishes.

The DCP said, “A video related
to this incident came to our
notice. Appropriate legal action
shall be taken as per the report
received by SDM Defence Col-
ony."

HELP IS JUST A CALL AWAY
011-65978181

- 011-46018404
9315767849

The Yamuna in Wazirabad in the cityon Sunday. The water level at the Old Railway |
Bridge rose to 204.14 metres buoyed by heavy rainfall upstream. SANCHITKHANNA/HTPHOTO L --

Yamuna level at season’s
highest, short of ‘warning’

Jasjeev Gandhiok
jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The water level in
the Yamuna rose to a season-
high of 204.14 metres at the Old
Railway Bridge on Sunday
morning, buoyed by heavy rain-
fall in Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand over the past 48
hours. Though the river’'s swell-
ing prompted concern, it
remained below Delhi's official
“warning” level of 204.5 metres.

Central Water Commission
(CWC) data showed the river had
risen by over a metre since
August 1. The peak level of
204.14m was recorded at 9am,
followed by a slight dip after-
wards. It stood at 203.08m at
4pm on Thursday, climbed to
203.54m on Friday, and surged
to 204.04m by 4pm on Sunday.

Delhi categorises 204.5m as
the warning level and 205.33m
as the danger mark.

Experts, however, noted the
water appeared visibly cleaner,
thanks to the increased flow.

“The river is naturally clean-
ing itself. This seasonal surge
flushes pollutants and improves
water quality,” said Bhim Singh
Rawat of the South Asia Net-
work on Dams, Rivers and Peo-
ple (SANDRP). “Such fluctua-
tions will continue until Septem-
ber, and August is typically
when peak flood levels are
observed.”

Last year, the river did not
breach the warning level, peak-
ing at 204.38m on September 26.
But 2023 told a different story —
on July 11, the Yamuna surged to
a historic 208.66m leading to the
river flowing out on the city’s

streets. Water inundated parts of
Mayur Vihar, ITO, Salimgarh
Bypass, and Civil Lines, prompt-
ing the evacuation of over 23,000
residents in low-lying areas
around the river and forcing the
shutdown of three major water
treatment plants — Wazirabad,
Chandrawal and Okhla - that
collectively supply around 25%
of Delhi’s drinking water.

This year, officials said they
are keeping a close watch. "Prep-
arations are in place in case the
water level rises further. But
we're not at the warning thresh-
old yet,” said an Irrigation and
Flood Control (I&FC) depart-
ment official.

For now, environmentalists
find reason for optimism. “This
is how rivers breathe,” said
Rawat. “Swelling is not always a
sign of danger -- it's cyclical.”

‘Wet start to month may
persist, intensity to fa

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Residents in the
city woke up to cloudy skies
and light rainfall on Sunday,
continuing the wet start to the
month. The forecast by India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) suggests scattered light
rain on Monday too.

Safdarjung, Delhi’s base sta-
tion, logged 16.7mm in the 24
hours till 8.30am. No rain was
recorded between 8.30am and
5.30pm.

Other stations which
recorded light to moderate rain
till 8.30am included Palam
(20.7mm), Lodhi road
(15.2mm), Ridge (22.2mm), Raj-
ghat (24mm), Pusa (29.5mm)
and Najafgarh (28.5mm). The
highest - 57.3mm was recorded
in southwest Delhi’'s Ayanagar,
followed by 48mm in east
Delhi's Mayur Vihar.

“We saw light to moderate
rainfall in Delhi, with isolated
pockets almost recording heavy
rainfall, Monday should see
scattered light spells, with a
chance of marginal increase in
intensity again on Tuesday,” an
IMD official said.

With Sunday’s early morn-
ing rain, Delhi has already
logged 38.1mm in August —
Delhi’s wettest month in the
year — while the month’s nor-
mal is 233.lmm. This comes
following the excess rains in
May, June and July.

From Wednesday till Sun-
day, there is a possibility of
scattered light rain, the IMD
said.

Delhi’'s maximum tempera-
ture on Sunday was recorded at
34.3 degrees Celsius ("C), which

o e

Overcast skies atop the Signature Bridge, as Delhirecorded 16.7mm rain overnight. SANCHITKHANNA/HT

was around the normal for this
time of the year and slightly up
from 33.7°C recorded a day ear-
lier.

Overcast skies were seen in
the first half of the day, with
sunlight peeking through in the
second half. Humidity levels
oscillated between 68% and
100% through the day.

Meanwhile, the minimum
temperature in the Capital was
at 24.2°C, which was three
degrees below normal and over
a degree short from Saturday’s
25.7°C. Forecasts show overcast
conditions will persist on Mon-
day, with the maximum
expected to hover between

32-34°C and the minimum
between 23-25°C.

Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent at Skymet said with no sig-
nificant weather systems
active, only scattered showers
are likely this week. “There are
more chances of rain early in
the morning and at night, with
the sun coming out during the
day. Some isolated pockets may
see short but intense spells,” he
said.

May 2025 was the wettest
ever on record, with 186.4mm
of rain—far above the normal
average of 30.7mm. In June,
Delhi recorded 107.lmm of
monthly rainfall —an excess of

I’

45% over the long period aver-
age (LPA) of 74.lmm — data
showed. Meanwhile in July,
Delhi received 259.3mm - 24%
excess over the LPA of
209.7mm.

Meanwhile, the rain did not
impact the air quality of the
city on Sunday. The air
remained “satisfactory”, with
the 24-hour average air quality
index (AQI) at 79, same as it
was on Saturday.

Forecasts by the Centre’s Air
Quality Early Warning System
(EWS) for Delhi shows the AQI
is likely to remain in the "satis-
factory” category until
Wednesday at the earliest.
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{ GURUGRAM WOES }

Sanitation crisis reaches Dwarka e-way

Leena Dhankhar

Leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The garbage crisis
that plagued Gurugram'’s condo-
miniums due to the departure of
most migrant workers has now
reached the rapidly developing
sectors along the Dwarka
Expressway—one of the most
talked-about zones for premium
residential development in
Gurugram. Once envisioned as a
symbol of urban progress, the
expressway stretch near Sector
103, dotted with high-rises, is fast
becoming an unregulated
“kabadi zone", thanks to ram-
pant dumping of plastic, con-
struction debris, and household
waste.

“We are deeply concerned
about the regular dumping of
waste in the open area directly
opposite our buildings,” said
Mahesh Kumar, a resident of
Hero Homes, Sector 104. "This
location is steadily turning into
an unregulated dumping ground
with the quantity of waste
increasing everyday. It's a breed-
ing ground for dengue and
malaria with stagnant water and
foul smells.”

The ongoing issue of open
waste dumping began earlier
this year when the agency con-
tracted for door-to-door (D2D)
waste collection failed todeliver
on its commitments. Instead of
carrying out direct collection,

Anillegal dumping site along Dwarka Expresway in Sector- ll]3 oppositea resrdenual complex in Gurugram on Sunday.PARVEEN KUMAR/HT

the company reportedly tied up
with unregulated local vendors,
leading to unchecked dumping
and garbage heaps mushroom-
ing across vacant plots and road-
side stretches. This mismanage-
ment significantly worsened the
sanitation condition, drawing

repeated complaints from resi-
dents. After months of delays,
failed timelines, and growing
public pressure, the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram (MCG)
finally secured approval for a
3402-crore D2D waste collection
tender. The tender is expected to

be allotted by the end of this
month., While special vehicles
have now been deployed to clear
accumulated waste, MCG offi-
cials estimate that it will take at
least two more months to fully
streamline the collection system
and restore hygiene in the

affected sectors.

When approached, Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram (MCG)
officials claimed they had not
received any formal complaint
from residents. “We will get an
inspection conducted on the
stretch to verify whether it is a

secondary collection point or an
illegcal dumping ground,” an
MCG official said.

Pradeep Dahiya, MCG com-
missioner, said, “Vehicles have
been deployed for garbage
removal. We are taking every
possible step to address the issue
and restore civic order.”

The waste problem in Sector
103, considered one of Guru-
gram’'s promising neighbor-
hoods, has spread as more fami-
lies move into the high-rises
along the Dwarka Expressway.

Amit Phuloria, another Hero
Homes resident, said, "I stay on a
higher floor, and the view of con-
stant construction and demoli-
tion waste is a major eyesore.”

Residents have been trying to
understand which authority—if
any—has permitted such prac-
tices in a residential zone. The
lack of regulation is a violation of
solid waste management norms.

“Unregulated dumping or
large-scale scrap storage is hap-
pening right across the road.
This may soon pose serious
hygiene and safety issues. This
needs immediate attention,” said
Sandeep Kumar, another local
resident.

“If not addressed, the garbage
will spread rapidly, degrading
the living environment,” added
Phuloria. “We bought homes
here because of the promise of
clean, modern living—this is the
exact opposite.”

Gr Noida varsity
report on student
suicide delayed

Arun Singh

arun.singh@hindustantimes.com

GREATER NOIDA: A five-member
internal complaints committee’s
report from Sharda University in
the suicide case of a 2l-year-old
second-year Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BDS) student, that was
to be submitted within five days,
has been delayed by over 15 days,
said police on Sunday, adding
that the delay is also hampering
the ongoing police investigation.

On July 18, the second-year
BDS student from Gurugram
allegedly died by suicide inside

room 1209(C) on the 12th floor of

Mandela hostel around 8.45 pm.
The college authorities, without
informing the police or parents
for over 90 minutes, rushed the
girl to Sharda Hospital, where
doctors declared her dead and
alerted Knowledge Park police
via 112,

“We were informed that the
committee submitted its report
to the vice chancellor of the uni-
versity. But it has not yet been
handed over to the police. The
university is delaying the report,
citing its incompleteness,” said a
senior police officer, requesting
anonymity. “We have recorded
statements from more than 15
people so far but have yet to pro-

ceed further due to the absence
of the report,” the officer said.

“In our investigation, it is con-
firmed that the university did
not inform the police or parents
for more than an hour after the
incident. Later, they alleged that
she was not performing well in
her studies and had low attend-
ance. If this was the case, they
would not have issued an admit
card to the student for annual
exams,” said the officer.

The statements of the
deceased’s parents were also
recorded by the committee and
the police. “We were informed
that the committee is unable to
finalise the report. They (univer-
sity) are powerful and not ready
to listen anything,” said the
deceased’s father.

Greater Noida, additional dep-
uty commissioner of police,
Sudhir Kumar confirmed that
the investigation is getting
delayed due to a delay in the
committee report.

A case was registered against
five faculty members of the col-
lege and assistant professor
Shairy Vashist and associate pro-
fessor Mahinder Singh Chouhan
were arrested. Dr Ajit Kumar,
the director of public relations at
Sharda University, did not
respond to HT for a response.

(Deemed to be University

Central Institute f Buddhist Studies

under Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)
Choglamsar, Leh-194101, UT of Ladakh
E-mail: cibsladakh@gmail.com « Website: www.cibs.ac.in

Recruitment Notice

CIBS’s website “www.cibs.ac.in”

The Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, Leh, UT of Ladakh invites
applications for the posts of PROFESSOR, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR,
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR PHYSICAL
EDUCATION and SPORTS and ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN in various
disciplines vide Advertisement Numbers CIBS/Teaching/01/2025 dated
21.07.2025 and No. CIBS/ Teaching/02/2025 dated 21.07.2025. The last
date for receipt of applications is 31.08.2025. For details, please visit the

Deputy Registrar (l/C)

EON KHARADI INFRASTRUCTURE PRIVATE LIMITED
(SEZ Phase 1- Survey no. 77, MIDC Knowledge Park,

Kharadi, Pune, Maharashtra, India)
(SEZ Phase 2- Survey no. 72, Kharadi, Pune, Maharashtra, India)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

legal

EON Kharadi Infrastructure Private Limited SEZ Phase-1& Phase-2 is a
deemed distribution license for its SEZ located in Kharadi, Pune.
The Short-Term Power Procurement Tender for Both SEZs is uploaded on
DEEP Portal as per Ministry of Power Guidelines.
For any queries, please contact us at the email address:
eropower.in

Date: 04/08/2025

UJVIN Limited

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

79 Ho: 529

power channel.
near Civil Court at Dhakrani.
(2 Nos), Dhalipur, Dehradun

of Asan Barrage)

of 04.08.2025

“http:/luktenders.gov.in”.

e-TENDER NOTICE

Office of the Executive Engineer PCM Dhalipur, Dehradun invites online
bids from interested parties. Brief summary of the tender is given below:

E-Tender No-09/EE/PCM/Dhalipur/2025-26, 10/EE/PCM/Dhalipur/
2025-26, 11/EE/PCM/Dhalipur/2025-26 &12/EE/PCM/Dhalipur/2025-26.
Name of work-1- : Strengthening of Bhimawala Motorable bridge over
2-; Strengthening of Court Bridge (Arch Bridge) over power channel
3-: Strengthening of Asan Barrage Bridge and Head Regulator bridge
4-; Strengthening of concrete motorable bridge (Chainage 1.40 Km D/S

Estimated value of Tender: Rs. 48,37,090.25, Rs. 46,92,912.58,
Rs.2,67,79,156.90 & Rs. 48,20,923.26 respectively (excluding GST)

Date & Time of availability of bid document on website -From 15:00 Hrs

Last Date & Time for submission of tender- Up to 17:00 Hrs 25.08.2025
For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

H.O.: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.S Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No. U40104UR20015GC025866 Website: www.ujvnl.com

fe=id: 02,/08 / 2025

Executive Engineer
PCM-Dhalipur, Dehradun

THE VOICE
THAT DEFINED
A CENTURY.
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National
Sample
" Survey

Cefabrating 75 years of NS5

S

-

Let u'ssh;é_ngthe the National Statistical System

National Statistics Office (NSQO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme

Implementation (MoSPI) is conducting Domestic Tourism Expenditure Survey (DTES)
and National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) from July 2025 to June 2026.

Type of Trip - Package, Non-packuge

Mode of Travel - Air, Rail, Water, Road Transport

Type of Stay - Commercial, Non-commercial

Destination - Within State, Qutside State

Trip services booked - Online, Offline

Trip Expenditure

—
—

Information being collected on:

Purpose of Trip - For work/pursuing education

National Household Travel Survey (NHTS):

Cost of trips

Mode of travel

Same-day trips (excluding work/education)

Contribute to nation-building, participate in the survey

Origin and Destination of trips, distance, travel time

CBC 39101/13/0002/2526

Households are requested to cooperate with the enumerators of NSO and provide accurate data.

Identity of the households participating in the survey is kept confidential in all reports/microdata of MoSPI.

& www.mospi.gov.in @ X = @GolStats f /GolStats in GolStats & Ministry of Statistics & PI
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{ SAROJINI NAGAR }

DUAC rejects second
package GPRA plan

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Urban Art
Commission (DUAC) has
rejected the proposal for com-
pletion of second package of Sar-
ojini Nagar General Pool Resi-
dential Accommodation (GPRA)
colony citing lack of clarity,
incomplete, and incomprehensi-
ble proposal.

The proposal was presented
by NBCC Limited (government-
run public sector undertaking),
who is building the GPRA col-
ony. Officials said that DUAC
had initially approved the pro-
posal for part] in its meeting on
January 17, 2020. However, it
did not accept the proposal for
No-Objection Certificate (NOC)
for part 2 of the ongoing work at
its meeting on June 5. The sec-
ond part of the project includes
NOC for completion of nine resi-
dential buildings with two base-
ments, ground and 12 floors, one
community building with
ground and two more floors and
two guard rooms.

“The submitted photographs
of the residential tower show a
deviation in the colour scheme
from that previously approved.
The commission had given con-
sideration to the design scheme
— covering materials, finishes,
architectural elements, and
facade — at the formal approval
stage. However, upon comparing
the approved design with the
actual built superstructure, as
seen in the photographs submit-

THE SECOND PART
OF THE PROJECT
INCLUDES NOC FOR
COMPLETION OF
NINE RESIDENTIAL
BUILDINGS WITH
TWO BASEMENTS

ted for the NOC, deviations from
the formally approved scheme
have been observed, thereby
affecting the aesthetic and visual
quality of the facade...,” the
DUAC noted while rejecting the
application. Under the Sarojini
Nagar GPRA project, over 10,000
flats are being constructed in
phases. The occupancy certifi-
cates (OC) for around eight tow-
ers have been applied for while
others will also be sought soon.
The residential area includes five
types of government quarters—
type I, Il1, IV, V and VI. These
will include around 160 towers
with basement and service
apartments. It is expected that
after the redevelopment, the
area will provide housing to an
approximate population of
100,000, The project’s design
incorporates rainwater harvest-
ing systems, sewage and water
treatment plants, and solar-pow-
ered waste compactors encour-
aging eco-conscious living.

The first part was inaugurated
by the PM in January. It included
the GPRA type-ll or 2ZBHK quar-
ters at 28 towers with over 2,500
residential units.

The rejection order added that
any deviations from the previ-
ously approved design scheme
should be submitted to DUAC for
prior approval before execution.

It mentioned that the submis-
sion also lacks terrace photo-
graphs that show the installed
utilities as well as the provisions
for solar energy generation. Addi-
tionally, the submitted photo-
graphs of the community build-
ing display exposed pipes at the
upper levels, with concealment
boxes thatend abruptly and lack
proper detailing, which nega-
tively affects the visual appeal of
the facade. “This treatment is nei-
ther appreciated nor acceptable,”
as per the DUAC order. “The
architect is advised to ensure a
clean and cohesive facade. When
applying for the NOC, the archi-
tect must ensure that no external
pipes, wiring, temporary conceal-
ment boxes, earthing plates, or
unapproved signage are visible,”
the order added.

The installation of clear-story
solar panels on a well-designed
structural frame, integrated with
the building design, is suggested
by DUAC to ensure the effective
utilisation of the space beneath.
The commission has asked NBCC
to submit the application again
after making the required
changes. It has also asked the
agency to submit the terrace-
level layout of the solar panels,
structural details of the mount-
ing {frames and the proposed
screening mechanismes, all illus-
trated through aerial 3D views.

Six arrested for burglary at
southwest Delhi residence

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Police on Sunday
said they have arrested six peo-
ple for allegedly committing a
burglary at a house in Sitapuri,
located near Dabri in south-
west Delhi, and stealing several
articles, including antigue
items, over a period of 11 days,
starting June 20.

The house belonged to a
62-year-old man, who was out
of India to meet his son, when

COPS RECOVERED
40 TAPE RECORDERS,
8 MUSIC MIXERS, SIX
KEYBOARDS, 35
RADIO SETS AND A
SEWING MACHINE

the burglary happened, officers
aware of the case said.

They said that interrogation
of the arrested people led to the
recovery of 40 tape recorders,

eight music mixers, six music
keyboards, a drum set, cassette
decks, 35 radio sets and a sew-
ing machine.

Two e-rickshaws that were
used to transport the stolen
items were also recovered.

The arrested people were
identified as Alik Pandit, 24,
Nandan Chhena, 19, Rahul alias
Nonu, 25, Remo Paswan,23,
Phool Chand, 35, and Santosh
alias Kalu, 30, according to
deputy commissioner of police
(Dwarka) Ankit Singh.

Delhiwale

EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE

Mayank
Austen Soofi

Nursery

alises late bookseller KD Singh with a Pablo
Neruda poem.

park.

emperor's mausoleum stands beside the

BALBIR, SAWHNEY"

(04.08.1916 - 29.08.2008 )

Goodbyes are only for those

Who love with their eves ...
Because those who love with their heart & soul
There is no such thing as separation !

Rumi

In Fond Remembrance,
Manju Sawhney Mahindra
Tower Insurance & Reinsurance Brokers (India) Pvt Ltd, Mumbai

We are here for you

To place an obituary or
remembrance advertisement with
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Scan the code: E asich 4
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1800-103-1800 (9 AM to 9 PM everyday)
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S. BALWINDER
SINGH BRAR
(08.09.1950 - 04.08.2017)
Your passing away has lefi
a huge void in our lives.
Your memories are still fresh
as ever. You remain an
eternal source of inspiration

and strength. May your soul
rest in peace.

MISSED BY
Sukhwant Brar (Wife),
Daman & Aman Sidhu
(Daughter & Son-in-law)

Narinder Singh Gill
(Brother-in-law) & Family
Shireen & Mehtab
(Grand Children)

Staff & Members
H.R.Industries

C-182, Naraina Industrial Area,
Phase 1, New Delhi - 110028

by numbers

The iconic park hits a milestone figure

PUBLIC
INTEREST

ago—according to Aga Khan Trust for Cul-
ture that created and now manages the park.
The milestone was reached late last month.
High time to statistically dissect a destina-
tion whose many gardens and monuments
have become the capital’s capital refuge.

01/12/2018
Date of the park’s opening

15,000

Total number of park trees. 300 is the num-
ber of tree species. 10 of these are so unique
to the park—such as Brazilian Ironwood and
Satin Leaf— that you won't see them any-
where else in India. (Why so? Wait for a
forthcoming dispatch!)

177

Number of benches in the park. 97 of these
are sandstone benches. The remaining 80
are of castiron, acquired from antigue deal-
ers, and are part of the park’s ‘Dedicate a
Bench' programme—I such bench memori-

150

Number of bird species. In January 2015, an
ultramarine flycatcher, super-rare in Delhi,
was spotted in the park’s so-called Wilder-

Number of gardeners in the park. This after-
noon, 54 of those women and men are at

work. They all sportingly agreed to pose for
a joint portrait—see photo.

44

Number of flower species. One of which is
rose (obviously!), which itself has 20 varie-
tiesin the park.

35

Number of butterfly species, ranging from
Common Castor to Striped Pierrot.

26
Number of dogs living in the park, fed twice
daily.

20

Number of monuments in the park. Sunder
Burj, dating from 16th century, is the oldest.
18th century Mughal Pavilion is the young-
est. 6 monuments are part of the Humayun
Tomb UNESCO World Heritage Site; the

14

Number of gardens in the park, including
Bagh-e-Bahar, the Flower Valley.

ness Zone. 14
In kilometres, the combined length of the
5 million 90 park’s walking pathways.
Number of footfalls Sunder Nur-  Area of the park in acres.
sery has accumulated since the day 14
it opened to us Delhiwale six years 75 Number of bee species in the park. 3 are

honey producing bees. 9 are solitary bees,
which means they don’t live in a chatta, The
park has created special residences for these
loners in the form of dry twig hedges. 1 spe-
cie happens to be a desi variety that doesn'’t
sting—this tiny Indian stingless bee has in
fact 50 colonies in the park.

13

Number of water bodies. These include 5
wells, 2 lakes, and 2 swimming pool-sized
underground rain water harvesting tanks
(over the years, the park’s water table level
has risen from 10 meters below the surface
to 2 meters). The park’s most striking monu-
ment to water has to be the beautifully
named Hauz-i-Nilofar. It is Delhi’s only exist-
ing Mughal-era lotus pond.

PS: The figures were complied with addi-
tional help from author and butterfly scholar
Gillian Wright, beekeeper Rakesh Gupta,
and landscape architects Yogesh Kapoor and
Geeta Wahi Dua.
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For more
stories by
Mayank
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Man stabbed in IP Extn robbery bid

Karn Pratap Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 22-year-old man
was apprehended on Saturday
for allegedly stabbing a man
while attempting to snatch his
phone and bag at an isolated
place in Indraprastha (IP) Exten-
sion in east Delhi on Thursday,
police said. The incident
occurred less than 200 metres
away from the headquarters of
deputy commissioner of police
(east). The accused has been
identified as Ajay Nepali.
According to police, Meet
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(single name), 22, lives with his
familyin a highrise in Ghazipur
and works with a private com-
pany in Noida's Sector 16. At
around 8pm on Thursday, while
he was on his way back home, he
was walking from the metro sta-
tion towards his house when a
man approached him.

“The man grabbed me by my
t-shirt’s collar, whipped out a
knife from his pocket, and tried
to rob me of my mobile phone.
He then grabbed my backpack
and tried to snatch it too. When I
resisted, he stabbed me in my
right arm. He then took my

headphone from my neck and
fled. I was bleeding profusely so
[ went to local doctor and got the
wound bandaged,” Meet told
police. He later approached the
police station, from where he
was taken to Lal Bahadur Shastri
(LBS) hospital for medical atten-
tion. A complaint was registered
on Saturday under sections 309
(4,6) (robbery) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita at the police sta-
tion. “Ajay Nepali was arrested
from his house in East Vinod
Nagar. He confessed to the crime
and his interrogation led to the
recovery of the stolen head-

phone,” the officer added.

In a similar robbery case, a
25-year-old labourer suffered a
head injury when four people
travelling in a van attacked him
with an iron rod and robbed him
of 6,000 near Bihari Colony bus
stop in Shahdara on Saturday,
police said. The victim, Mohit
Kumar, had come to meet his
brother and was waiting for him
at the bus stop when he was
attacked and robbed, the police
said. The police apprehended
two juveniles aged 17 and 15 and
the third accused, Mateen
Ahmed, 24, was arrested.

{ PROPOSALS PUT FOR APPROVAL }

MCD schools, centres to
operate as skilling hubs

Paras Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) is mul-
ling to use the premises of over
1,100 schools and underutilised
community halls to run skill
development centres, and two
policy proposals in this regard
will be put up for the standing
committee’s approval later this
week, officials aware of the mat-
ter said. A senior MCD official
said that the policy mandates
that the agencies take the equip-
ment with them after use and
clean the school premises daily
to make it ready for teaching the
next day.

“Many MCD schools are run-
ning in single shift operations
where school premises are not
being utilised after school hours.
The space in these schools can
be leveraged for the purpose of
skill development and vocational

training. If institutions and
NGOs with good credentials and
desirous of using school prem-
ises, MCD can consider the
request...,” the proposal moved
by the education department
reads.

MCD runs 1,514 municipal pri-
mary schools from 1186 building
complexes, catering to around
700,000 students. The scheme
will only be open to implement
government schemes or CSR
undertaken by public sector
undertakings, such as Skill India
mission, Pradhanmantri Kaus-
hal Vikas Yojana, Jan Shikshan
Sansthan, Craftsmen training
scheme, Vocational training pro-
gramme for women and SANK-
ALP scheme.

The senior MCD official cited
above said: "They (those using
the premises) will not be allowed
any addition or alteration in the
building structures. School
premises will be available only

between 3pm and 8pm.”

The official said that memo-
randum of understanding for
one year is proposed initially.

The proposal moved by the
community services department
states that there are 299 commu-
nity halls and eight community
centres run by the department,
of which 278 units are func-
tional. Of these, 114 community
halls and eight centres have been
identified as vacant or underutil-
ised. “If any community hall is
allotted to the institution and
that hall is booked by the citizen
as per existing policy then the
agency shall vacate the center in
a clean manner,” the proposal
reads. The move follows a
review meeting on the underutil-
isation of community centres
and halls led by chief minister
Rekha Gupta last month. Despite
high demand, a large chunk of
community centres remain
severely underutilised.

POLICE ARREST
TWO MEN FOR
ROBBING WINE
SHOP OF ¥6.5L

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police on
Sunday said that they have
arrested two men in connection
with a case where unknown per-
sons drilled a hole inside a wine
shop in central Delhi’s Patel
Nagar on the night of July 30,
and fled with 6.5 lakhs in cash.

The accused allegedly broke
into the wine shop wearing
masks, equipped with a drilling
machine and rods. Police stated
that they had been planning the
burglary for several weeks. Nid-
hin Valsan, deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP) (central)
said, “A team found the suspects
leaving the area. The suspects
identified as Ravi Kumar and
Aruna Chhabra were caught in
Tilak Nagar area with ¥4.8l
lakhs and the tools and were
held on Friday and Saturday .HTc

ARMED MEN ROB
JEWELLERY SHOP
OWNER, BUYER

NEW DELHI: A group of atleast
four unidentified men allegedly
entered a jewellery shop at
Chand Bagh in northeast Delhi,
closed the shutter and robbed
the store owner and a customer
of jewellery items and cash
worth lakhs of rupees at gun-
point on Sunday afternoon,
police said. The shop owner in
his complaint claimed that the
robbers took away 35 lakh in
cash and 300 grams of jewellery
worth around 30 lakh. A case of
armed robbery has been regis-
tered and multiple teams have
been formed toidentify and nab
the robbers, said police adding
that investigators are scanning
CCTV cameras for clues that
could help them identify and nab
the robbers. HTC
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Around 300 roads blocked as

heavy rain po

HT Co rrespon dent
letters@hindustantimes.com

DHARAMSHALA: As heavy rain-
fall spells continue to pound
parts of Himachal Pradesh, as
many as 296 roads remained
closed on Sunday in the hill-
state, with 164 roads blocked in
Mandi district alone, officials
said.

One person was killed and
two others were injured after a
boulder hit the car they were
travelling near Dhami in Shimla
district on Sunday.

While 67 roads remained
blocked in Kull district, 25 roads
were blocked in Kangraand 21in
Chamba district. The Gramphu-
Batal stretch of National High-
way remained closed near Chha-
tru in Lahaul-Spiti district.

Meanwhile, state governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla on Sunday
visited the disaster-affected
areas of Thunag, Bagsaid and
Janjehli in Seraj Assembly Con-
stituency of Mandi district.Dur-
ing the visit, the governor met
with the affected families and
distributed essential relief mate-
rials. He first interacted with dis-
aster victims in Thunag and
remarked that the sub-division
has suffered the most damage in
the recent natural calamity, with
extensive losses to private prop-
erty, land, and livestock.
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Amarnath yatra called
off due to bad weather

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Amarnath Yatra,
which was suspended owing to
deterioration of tracks due to
recent heavy rainfall, was called
off due to bad weather days before
its scheduled end on August9.
Officials said that due to
recent heavy rainfall and the
need for track maintenance
along both the Baltal and Pahal-
gam axis of the Amarnathji
Yatra routes, the Yatra move-

ment has been closed on both
the tracks.

Divisional commissioner
Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri
said, "Due to the recent heavy
rains, critical repair and mainte-
nance works are required on
both the Baltal and Pahalgam
routes. It has been observed that
due to continued deployment of
men and machinery on the
tracks...we would not be able to
resume yatra..The Yatra will
remain suspended 3rd August
onwards from both the routes.”

MISSING MINOR
FOUND DEAD IN

ODISHA FOREST,
2 APPREHENDED

Press Trust of India

letters@ hindustantimes.com

ROURKELA: The body of a girl,
who was missing since last Fri-
day, was found in a jungle near
her home in Sundergarh district
of Odisha on Sunday morning,
police said, adding that two men
have been detained in connec-
tion with the incident.

According to the police, the
girl had gone to the forest to
graze cows and goats on August
1. When she did not return home
in the afternoon, her father
searched for her in the locality
and reported the matter to the
police after failing to find her.

The police began searching
for the girl with the help of
sniffer dogs on Sunday morning
and found her body in the
nearby forest, a police officer
said.

Locals had seen the deceased
girl talking to a person from
Chhattisgarh. Another local was
also present there, the officer
cited above said.

The sub-divisional police offi-
cer (SDPO), Sundargarh, Nirmal
Mishra, said, “We have just got
some clues and have detained
two. The actual reason behind
the girl’s death can only be
known after we get the post-
mortem report examination.”

Bhubaneswar-Delhi Al flight cancelled
over high temperature in aircraft cabin

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A Delhi-bound Air
India flight from Bhubaneswar
was cancelled on Sunday due to
“high temperature” in the air-
craft cabin just prior to its
departure for the destination,
the airline said in a statement.

Air India did not provide
details such as the number of
people on board the aircraft, the
type of aircraft or the time the
now-grounded flight was sched-
uled to take off from Bhubanes-
war.

“Flight AI500 scheduled to
operate from Bhubaneswar to
Delhi on August 3 has been can-
celled due to a technical issue
causing high cabin temperature

A SINGAPORE-
BOUND AIR INDIA
FLIGHT WAS ALSO
CANCELLED
FOLLOWING A
MAINTENANCE
TASK FOUND PRIOR
TO DEPARTURE

on ground prior to the depar-
ture,” Air India said in a state-
ment.

“Our airport team in Bhuban-
eswar is assisting the impacted
passengers with alternative
arrangements to fly them to
their destination to Delhi. We
regret the inconvenience
caused,” the airline said.

The flight, according to flight
tracking website flightra-
dar24.com, was to be operated
by an Airbus A321 aircraft at its
scheduled time of 12.35pm, and
land in Delhi at 2.55pm.

Earlier in the day, Air India
said its flight AI349 scheduled
to operate from Singapore to
Chennai was cancelled due toa
maintenance task identified
prior to departure, which
required additional time for rec-
tification.

The latest incident comes
amid the aviation safety regula-
tor Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) detecting over
100 violations and observations,
with some of them identified as
critical safety risks, during an
audit of the Tata Group-run pri-

vate carrier, and one of its Boe-
ing 787-8 plane operating its
London Gatwick flight crashing
on a medical college within
minutes of its take-off on June
12, killing 241 people on board
and 19 on ground.

Last week, DGCA detected
around 100 violations and
observations related to Air
India’s training, crew’s restand
duty period norms, and airfield
qualification, among others,
people aware of the matter had
said.

Of these, as many as seven
have been identified as Level-1
violations, which are consid-
ered critical safety risks and
require immediate corrective
action by the air operator, they
added.

{ ANDHRA PRADESH }

6 labourers killed in rock collapse at quarry

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantime.com

BALLIKURAVA/BERHAMPUR: Six
migrant workers from Odisha
were killed and at least three
others injured after a massive
granite rock fell on them at a
quarry in Andhra Pradesh’s Bap-
atla district on Sunday.

According to the police, the
accident occurred around
10.30am when 10 to 15 workers
were engaged in mining work-
ers.

“All victims are from Odisha.
We suspect water seepage
caused the rock to give way.
Forensic teams are investigat-
ing,” an Andhra Pradesh Police

POLICE SUSPECT
WATER SEEPAGE
CAUSED THE ROCK
TO GIVE WAY,
ADDING THAT NO
BLASTS OR SEISMIC
ACTIVITY WAS

RECORDED

official was quoted as saying by
news agency PTI, adding that
there were no blasts or seismic
activity. Rescue operations were
immediately launched, with
mining department officials
joining the police at the site, he
added.

Odisha chief minister Mohan
Charan Majhi expressed grief
over the accident and
announced ex gratia of 34 lakh
each for the kin of the victims.

Ganjam collector Keerthi
Vasan V said a team led by the
assistant tahasildar, Digapa-
handi, has proceeded to the acci-
dent site to bring back the bodies
of the deceased to their native
places. “I have already talked to
the Bapatla collector about the
accident and the condition of the
injured Odia workers,” he said.

The bodies of the deceased
workers would be handed over
to the Odisha team after con-
ducting post-mortem examina-
tions. “We have made all

arrangements from our side to
bring the bodies to Odisha,” the
collector added.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu
expressed grief over the tragedy.

“I spoke with officials,
instructed them to provide the
best possible medical treatment
to the injured, and ordered a
thorough investigation to deter-
mine the cause of the accident,”
said Naidu in a release.

YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy expressed sorrow over
the accident.

“This is truly heart-wrench-
ing. These workers lost their
lives while toiling for their fami-
lies,” said Reddy in a release.

U.S. TRADE TALKS

(BTA) on March 29 during their
first physical round of talks in
New Delhi.

Later, on April 22, US Vice
President JD Vance officially
announced the finalisation of
the ToR for bilateral “trade
negotiations” during his India
visit, and called it “a vital step
toward a final deal” between
the two nations in a post on X
that day.

ToR is a set of bilaterally
agreed road map for BTA nego-
tiations. Both sides have con-
cluded five physical rounds of
negotiations and several virtual
discussions within that frame-
work. In the process, the two
sides have already reached
some commeon ground, sub-
stantial enough to announce an
interim deal, they said.

“Weare engaged through vir-
tual mode as on date and likely
to iron out remaining differen-
ces when the American negoti-
ating team visits India for the
sixth physical round this
month,” one of the people cited
above said. The US negotiating
team is expected to land in New
Delhi on August 24 to partici-
pate in the sixth round of talks
from August 25.

According to the people,
some concrete outcomes are
expected after the successful
conclusion of the sixth round
towards the end of August,
despite US President Donald
Trump’s recent statements and
tariff actions against India.

Trump on July 30 announced
punitive tariffs on Indian goods
through a post on Truth Social.

{ FROM PAGE 1 }

The announcements involved
25% on Indian goods shipped to
America and an unspecified
levy for purchasing Russian oil.
Trump's reaction was an out-
come of India refusing to budge
onretaining protections for its
agriculture, dairy and micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSME) sectors from unfet-
tered American imports.

Another factor behind
Trump's reaction was India
importing almost one-third of
its crude oil requirements from
Russia. About that, Trump on
July 31 said on Truth Social: “I
don't care what India does with
Russia... They can take their
dead economies down together,
for all I care.”

According to the US Energy
Information Administration’s
(EIA) country analysis updated
on February 6, 2025, Russia
was the primary source of
India’s crude oil and conden-
sate imports in 2023, account-
ing for about 39% of its total
imports, followed by Iraq (19%),
Saudi Arabia (16%), United
Arab Emirates (5%) and the US
(4%). India imported 4.5 mil-
lion barrels a day (b/d) of crude
oil and condensate in 2023, it
said.

“In 2022, after the United
States and EU imposed sanc-
tions on Russia, India began
purchasing Russia’s crude oil at
a discount, inereasing its
imports more than sixfold to
740,000 b/d,” the report said.

Energy hungry India, which
is the world’s third largest
importer after the US and
China, imports over 87% of the

crude oil it processes.

“Economical and reliable
energy supply is the top priority
of India’s energy security, and
heavily discounted crude from
Russia meets both the require-
ments. Our energy sourcing is
diversified, involving 39 coun-
tries. We have recently
increased energy imports from
the US and this may go up fur-
ther depending on commercial-
ity. But our sourcing from Rus-
sia would not stop under any
external pressure. We are not
bound by any unilateral sanc-
tion as we follow the UN sanc-
tion,” a second person said.

Energy security is one of
India’s key concerns. The pro-
posed BTA may have some defi-
nite commitments for
enhanced energy imports from
the US, depending on the long-
term commercial viability, the
people mentioned above said,

“But the deal cannot and will
not restrict India’s freedom in
pursuing its independent
energy sourcing. We are buying
crude oil from about 40 coun-
tries, including the US, the Mid-
dle East and Russia. And the
policy of diversified sourcing
will continue,” the first person
said.

GONDA ACCIDENT

swollen due to excess water cur-
rent in connecting rivers.

“We pulled out the vehicle
with a rope,” said Rahul Verma,
a resident of Itivathok and an
eyewitness. Gonda district mag-
istrate Priyanka Niranjanand a
teamn from the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) arrived

at the spot, with the agency
deploying cranes and divers to
retrieve the bodies.

The deceased people, as iden-
tified by authorities, included
six women — Rambeti, 60, Saroj
Devi, 58, Aarti, 25, Gudiya, 22,
Rinku, 35, and Kavita, 18; three
men Raju, 30, Narendra, 32, and
Pankaj, 28 and besides two chil-
dren Aarv, 5,and Neha, 12.

All the deceased and injured
were residents of Gonda’'s
Sihagwan village. The adminis-
tration has begun the process of
providing financial assistance to
the families of the deceased,
officials said.

In the wake of the tragedy,
President Droupadi Murmu
conveyed her sympathies and
prayers for the speedy recovery
of the injured.

“The news of the deaths of
many people in a vehicle acci-
dent in Gonda, Uttar Pradesh, is
extremely tragic. I express my
deep condolences to the
bereaved families. I pray for the
speedy recovery of those who
were injured,” the President
said in a post on X.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also expressed his condo-
lences and announced an ex
gratia payment of 2 lakh from
the Prime Minister's National
Relief Fund for the next of kin of
each deceased and 350,000 for
each injured person.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has initiated financial sup-
port for the families of the
deceased. Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath also announced a
financial assistance of 5 lakh to
the families of the deceased.
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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
PHULBANI (R&B) CIRCLE, PHULBANI
Email: bphulbani il.

Phone: - 06842 254004
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Bid Identification No. CCE_R and B_PLB_08 of 2025 26

No. 1273 Dated 29/07/2025

B-356

1 | The Chief Construction Engineer, Phulbani (R& B) Circle, Phulbani on behalf of the Govemor of Odisha invites
percentage rate bid in double cover system in ONLINE MODE for construction of the Road works as letailed in the table
below from eligible contractors

L]
l.|fq

MNature of work Road Work
Mo. of tenders Two Nos
Tender cost Rs. 10,000/ {through online) only.

Class of Contractor
Date & Time of sale & receipt of bids
Date of Opening of bid 11.00 AM of 22.08.2025

The Bidders shall have to participale in online bidding only. Further details can be seen from the website
hitps://tendersodisha.gowin. Any addendum/Corrigendum / Cancellation of tender can also be seenin the said website. The
authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason.

Chief Construction Engineer,
Phulbani (R&B) Circle, Phulbani

CIPR - 34125/11/0024/2526

B, Aand Special ¢lass
10.00 AM of 07.08.2025 to 5.00PM of 21.08.2025
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WEAVE
TELLS A STORY!

Come, explnithe identity hiden

in India’s weaving traditinh'é.__ ..
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Traditional fabrics like Khadi, Silk, Cotton, etc. =

Stalls from 24+ States and Union Territories featuring
regional fabrics and heritage.
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A historic initiative by the Delhi Khadi &

Scan For Location Village Industries Board.

Chief Guest:

Smt. Rekha Gupta

| Hon'ble Chief Minister,
ﬂmﬂg Governement of NCT of Delhi

Presided By
Sardar Manjinder Singh Sirsa

Minister of Industries,
Governement of NCT of Delhi
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DIP/Shabdarth/Display/033/25-26

Fashion Designers
Rahul Mishra, Sanjay Garg & Gaurang Shah

ORGANISED BY:

DELHI KHADI & VILLAGE INDUSTRIES BOARD,
Governement of NCT of Delhi

H::rn;ble C:Iﬂ
Smt. Rekha Gupta

H-on“b[e F‘M &
Shri Narendra Modi
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EC counters Tejashwi over
EPIC claim; BJP, RJD spar

[

Anirban Guha Roy and
Dheer Chawla

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission (EC) on Sunday
asked Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav to
“hand over for investigation” a
voter ID card that he claimed to
be in possession of despite hav-
ing been “not issued officially”,
in a development that came a
day after the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Bihar assembly
claimed that his voter ID card
was not available in the new
draft electoral roll.

Meanwhile, the ruling Bharat-
iya Janata Party (BJP) lashed out
at Yadav, alleging that the RJD
leader had two EPIC (Election
Photo Identity Card) numbers
and two Voter IDs, and termed
his accusation against EC a “con-
spiracy to defame India.”

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Patna on Saturday, Yadav
demonstrated an online search,
with the EPIC number
RAB2916120, to claim that his
name was missing in the draft
electoral rolls published as part
of special intensive revision
(SIR). The former Bihar deputy
chiel minister questioned
whether he would be allowed to
vote in the upcoming assembly
elections slated to be held in
October-November this year. EC,
however, later clarified that
Yadav's officially registered EPIC
number was RAB0456228 and
he had used the same in his 2020
election affidavit.

“Our preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that the EPIC num-

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav claimed that his name was missing

from the Bihar draft polls.

ber you mentioned at the press
conference on August 2 was not
issued officially. You are there-
fore requested to hand over the
EPIC card in original for detailed
investigation,” the sub divisional
magistrate of Patna Sadar-cum-
electoral registration officer for
Digha assembly constituency
said in a letter to Yadav.

Later, the RJD leader alleged
that his EPIC number had been
“changed”, but the same was
refuted by Patna district magis-
trate Thiyagaraja SM. “The EPIC
number in the electoral rolls is
the one that was submitted by
the honourable leader of the
opposition in his affidavit in the
2020 assembly polls. If he is in
possession of another EPIC card
with another number as well,
then it is a matter of investiga-
tion,” the DM said.

The ruling BJP lashed out at
the Opposition over this issue,
with party lawmaker Sambit
Patra accusing Tejashwi Yadav
of spreading misinformation

HT PHOTO

about the electoral process.

“This means he (Tejashwi
Yadav) had two EPIC numbers...
Did he have two voter IDs? The
way in which Congress and RJD
are scathing an attack on the EC,
is a conspiracy to defame India,”
Patra told reporters in Delhi.

Though Yadav did not make
any comment on the letter
issued by the SDO Patna Sadar
till Sunday evening, RJD spokes-
person Chittaranjan Gagan
alleged that the letter to the
Opposition leader was a ploy by
EC to divert attention from the
questions raised by Yadav
regarding alleged anomalies in
the SIR exercise.

*..In the draft rolls issued in
which Tejashwi’s name figures
with a particular house number,
several other electors’ names
having different surnames have
been mentioned having the
same house number. Does one
family have members with dif-
ferent surnames? This must be
clarified by ECI,” Gagan said.

Cong leader demands
complaint copy, poll
body denies receipt

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Ahead of the Con-
gress's planned protest on
August 5 over alleged manipu-
lation of electoral rolls in Ben-
galuru's Mahadevapura constit-
uency, former minister H
Nagesh has written to the state
chief electoral officer seeking
copy of a complaint he claims
was submitted in April 2023,
accusing forged entries in vot-
ers’ list.

However, the CEO’s office has
denied receiving any such com-
plaint.

In a letter dated July 31,
Nagesh stated, "We had earlier
during April 2023 submitted a
list containing details of alleged
forged entries in the voters list
pertaining to our constituency
174-Mahadevapura. This issue is
of grave concern as it affects the
transparency and fairness of the
electoral process.” He admitted
that Congress did not have a
copy of the submitted docu-
ment.

“We have misplaced the list
of documents. We do not have a
copy of the submitted document
for our records. We Kkindly
request you to share a copy of
the document which we had
submitted,” he said.

THE DEVELOPMENT
COMES AHEAD OF
CONGRESS’S PLANS
TO PROTEST IN
KARNATAKA ON
AUGUST 5 OVER
ALLEGED VOTER
MANIPULATION

Responding to this, joint
chief electoral officer Yogesh-
war S, in a letter dated August 2,
wrote: “With reference to your
letter dated 31st July 2025, am
hereby directed to inform you
that this office does not have
records of any such letter
received from you during April
2023 on the issue of electoral
rolls with a list containing
details of alleged forged entries
in the voters list pertaining to
174-Mahadevapura Assembly
Constituency, which you have
suddenly raised now.”

The official added that a cer-
tified copy of the electoral roll
was made available to all candi-
dates, including Nagesh, during
the election and is also accessi-
ble online. He pointed out that
no legal remedy had been pur-
sued by Nagesh under the Rep-
resentation of the People Act,
stating,

/ero objections filed by parties to Bihar draft rolls: EC

Vrinda Tulsian

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on Sunday
said that since the publication of
the draft electoral rolls for Bihar
on August 1, no political party
has filed any claims or objec-
tions.

The poll body, however, said
that it has received 941 requests
claim and objections forms

directly from the electors.

The draft rolls were released
following the conclusion of the
enumeration phase under the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of Bihar's electoral rolls.

According to ECI, between
apm on August 1 and 3pm on
August 3, no political party sub-
mitted a request to add eligible
voters or remove ineligible ones.

ECI said that the public has
one month to submit claims or

PARTIES, VOTERS
HAVE TIME TILL
SEPTEMBER I'TO
FILE CLAIMS TO
ADD OR REMOVE
NAMES FROM THE
ELECTOR ROLL

objections and that no voter will
be removed from the rolls with-

out documented justification.

Poll body rejects
Chidambaram'’s claims
The poll body on Sunday dis-
missed as false former Union
minister P Chidambaram’s claim
about “addition” of 650,000 vot-
ers in Tamil Nadu.

Raising questions on SIR, Chi-
dambaram in his posts on X,
suggested that migrant workers
were being registered as voters

in Tamil Nadu

In a post on X, ECI said such
statements are misleading and
baseless. It said there is “no
need” for political leaders to
“spread false information with
respect to the SIR exercise being
conducted by EC at the national
level. "It has come to the notice
of the ECI that such information
is being deliberately peddled in
the media with a view to
obstruct the exercise,” ECI said.

{ GREAT NICOBAR PROJECT }

Centre didn’t comply
with NGT order: Plea

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has not complied with the
National Green Tribunal's (NGT)
April 3, 2023 order on revisiting
the deficiencies in the environ-
mental clearance granted to the
Great Nicobar Holistic Develop-
ment project, a petitioner chal-
lenging the green nod to the key
project has claimed before NGT.

In a 39-page detailed submis-
sion made on July 24 by petition-
er-environmentalist  Ashish
Kothari said the objective of this
application is to seek the enforce-
ment and implementation of the
law. The petitioner highlighted
that the three terms of reference
for the NGT-appointed high-pow-
ered committee (HPC) were not
met — specifically related to coral
transplantation, environmental
baseline data collection and
review coastal regulation zone
(CRZ) boundaries of the proposed
port project.

On April 3, 2023, NGT directed
that clearance dated November 11,
2022 be revisited in the light of
“some unanswered deficiencies”
pointed out by the appellants
which need to be addressed. "By
way of instance, it is pointed out
that out of 20,668 coral colonies,
16,150 are proposed to be translo-
cated without any mention of
threat to the remaining 4,518
coral colonies. It is pointed out
that ICRZ Regulations prohibit
destruction of corals. Further,
data collected for impact assess-
ment is only of one season as
againstrequirement of three sea-
sons. Itis also shown that part of
the project is in the CRZ IA area
where Port is prohibited,” the
NGT had said.

HT had reported on April 7,
2023 that NGT had constituted a
high-powered committee, headed
by Union environment ministry
secretary, to revisit the environ-
mental clearance (EC) granted by
the ministry to the Great Nicobar
township and area development
project. Experts, however, have
questioned how a subordinate
authority headed by the environ-
ment secretary revisit the green
nod granted by its own ministry?

In the submission to NGT, the
petitioner has pointed out that
several clauses of the Island
Coastal Regulation Zone (ICRZ)
Notification, 2019 and its annex-
ure prohibit the destruction of

The petitioner prayed that
ecologically sensitive areas be
excluded from project areas. Arp

corals. Annexure I to the notifica-
tion prohibits destruction of cor-
als, coral reefs and surrounding
areas and allows coral transplan-
tation activities only when neces-
sary for regeneration after obtain-
ing permission under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, Activities
like dredging and discharge of
ballast water are also prohibited
in and around coral reefs.

“Even according to the
MoEFCC, the HPC has only looked
at the Zoological Survey of India’s
(ZS]) proposal to translocate coral
colonies, and has agreed with the
recommendation of ZSI. The
mandate of the law, the fact that
coral reefs are protected and that
their translocation is not permit-
ted by law etc. have not even been
considered by the HPC,” the sub-
mission said.

Importantly, the petitioner has
pointed out that fringing coral
reefs around the island have been
marked clearlyin the draft ICRZ
coastal land use plans prepared
under the 2019 notification but
they are not there in the approved
land use plans.

“Even according to the
MoEFCC, the ZSI's report itself
states that 16,150 coral colonies
need to be translocated due to the
port project. The ICRZ Notifica-
tion, 2019 does not permit such
transplantation to facilitate or
clear the area for a port..” it
added.

It further claimed that the sec-
ond aspect of TOR was also not
met. “The MoEFCC and the HPC
have failed to see that the require-
ment of comprehensive EIA, i.e,
an EIA based on three season data
collection, is mandated under the
ICRZ Notification, 2019 and the
EIA guidance manual itself
requires data collection of more
than one season...” it said, adding

that the survey of ecology and
biology was conducted between
December 14 and 22, 2020, and
the survey of leatherbacks was
conducted between February 12
and 18, 2021 and hence the season
was not covered.

The third ToR was to "Review
the boundaries of the port project
with respect to ICRZ Notification,
2019.” The tribunal in its April
2023 verdict has observed that "it
is also shown that part of the
project is in the CRZ IA area
where Portis prohibited.”

The 2019 notification lists man-
groves, corals and coral reefs, bio-
logically active mud flats, turtle
nesting grounds, nesting grounds
of birds as CRZ IA — ecologically
sensitive areas. "It is submitted
that coral reefs, turtle nesting
sites, megapode (bird) nesting
grounds, mangroves, etc. do not
and cannot magically disappear
to suit the convenience of the
project proponent. It is shocking
that the HPC has relied onlyon a
report of the NCSCM, the consult-
ant of the project proponent, to
come to the conclusion that no
part of the project area falls under
CRZIA,” the submission said.

The petitioner also prayed that
ecologically sensitive areas be
excluded from project areas.

“Unless this tribunal directs
the exclusion of admitted CRZ IA
areas such as coral reefsalong the
coast, turtle nesting grounds,
megapode nesting grounds, bio-
logically active mudilats etc. from
the project area, they will be con-
verted and destroyed,” it said.

The matter was heard by
NGT's eastern bench on July 24.
People aware of the matter said
additional solicitor general (ASG)
Aishwarya Bhati submitted that
the ministry did not violate any
law and was aware of the sensi-
tive nature of the island’s environ-
ment and has ensured that sus-
tainable development is achieved
while keeping in mind the strate-
gic requirements to ensure
national security.

The hearing was adjourned
and the tribunal directed the
MoEFCC to produce the revised
layout which excludes all the
CRZ-1A areas from the port,
according to lawyers. The matter
will be heard again on August 6.

ASG Bhati did not respond to
HT's request for a comment on
whether the ministry will be mak-
ing a submission on other con-
cerns raised in the application.

Jagan slams Naidu for

ending farmer scheme

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

AMARAVATI: YSRCP chief Jagan
Mohan Reddy accused Andhra
Pradesh chief minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu of “betraying
farmers” by scrapping the Rythu
Bharosa scheme, which pro-
vided investment support, and
reneging on key pre-election
promises.

“Naidu is once again betray-
ing farmers by dismantling the
Rythu Bharosa scheme and
going back on his pre-election
promises,” Reddy said in a post
on X on Saturday night.

Citing the death of over 250
farmers by suicide, which he
attributed to the government’s
“declining support,” Reddy
alleged even basic relief had not
been extended to the affected

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy,
N Chandrababu Naidu

families.He accused the adminis-
tration of showing “inhumanity
and a lack of empathy”.

Reddy’s criticism comes on a
day the state government
launched the Annadata Sukhib-
hava-PM Kisan scheme, aimed at
extending financial assistance of
314,000 to each eligible farmer
towards inputs cost for the com-
mencement of agricultural oper-
ations.

Delhi HC stays derecognition of
660 teacher training institutes

Sanjay Maurya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A total of 660
teacher education institutions
(TEIs) of the 2,962 derecognised
by the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE), for
failing to submit online per-
formance appraisal reports
(PARs) for 2021-22 and 2022-23,
have secured an interim stay on
the derecognition from Delhi
high court, NCTE said.

The court order allows these
institutions to participate in
counselling and admit students
for the 2025-26 academic ses-
sion, NCTE said in its various
notices, issued between July 23
and August 1, containing names
of these institutes.

NCTE had set a final deadline
of December 30, 2024, for PAR

THE TEIs WERE
DERECOGNISED BY
NCTE FOR THEIR
FAILURE TO
SUBMIT ONLINE
PERFORMANCE
APPRAISAL
REPORTS (PARS)

submissions after two exten-
sions, requiring institutions to
provide faculty details, financial
statements, and geo-tagged doc-
uments. In February 2025, it
formed a five-member panel to
recommend action against
defaulters. After issuing show
cause notices in March and
April, NCTE derecognised 2,962
non-compliant institutions in
April and May.

The court, in its July 14 order,
had asked NCTE to issue public
notices and upload the list of
institutions on its website
whose derecognition order has
been stayed and permitted to
admit students in academic ses-
sion 2025-26.

“...the Hon'ble High Court of
Delhi while staying the opera-
tion of the impugned with-
drawal orders till the next date
of hearing has also permitted
the Petitioner institutions to
participate in counselling and
admit students for the academic
session 2025-2026,” NCTE said
in its notices. The next hearing
in the matter is scheduled in the
third week of August 2025.

NCTE officials refused to
comment on the development
stating that "matter is sub
judice.”

{ KERALA } CASE REGISTERED

Pastor threatened over
charges of conversion

Press Trust of India

letters @hindustantimes.com

WAYANAD: A case has been reg-
istered in Wayanad district of
Kerala after a a group of right-
wing activists allegedly threat-
ened a pastor over accusations
of religious conversion, officials
said on Sunday.

Officials said the incident is
believed to have taken place a
few months back, and the case
was registered on Saturday
based on a video circulated on
social media platforms in this
regard.

In the purported footage
aired by local media, a group of
people can be seen confronting
the pastor and issuing threats of
physical harm.

According to the FIR regis-
tered by the Sultan Bathery
police, the accused had tried to
threaten a person alleging reli-
gious conversion, videographed
the incident, and circulated it on
social media platforms with the
intention of destroying the
peaceful atmosphere existing in
the society.

The case comes at a time
when the state is witnessing an
intense political row over the
recent arrest and imprisonment
of two Catholic nuns in BJP-
ruled Chhattisgarh, alleging
religious conversion and
human trafficking. An NIA
court released the two nuns,
identified as Preethy Mary and
Vandana Francis, on bail on Sat-
urday.

Joydeep Thakur

in the last 10 years.

ity. “The century-nld brickwork

The sewers were heavily clogged

seven to 63, and blow vac from

Brz tzsh "era sewerage system turns a corner wi th precise restoration

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Amalendu Biswas, a
retired government employee
from central Kolkata, was often
forced to miss work after a
downpour as the lane in front of
his house would be inundated
till waist. “The scene was almost
the same in [various] parts of
Kolkata. Photos of boats at Body-
guard Lines in Alipore after a
heavy downpour were published
in every newspaper,” Biswas
said.

However, in 2025, Kolkata’s
over 150-year underground sew-
erage system has turned a cor-
ner, overcoming silt and neglect
thanks to a mix of technology
and targeted restoration.There
was hardly any water logging in
July, even as Kolkata received
the second-highest rainfall for
the month since 2010.

Mechanisation has helped in
faster and more efficient desilt-
ing, which was previously done
manually. The work, which
started in 2007-08 was scaled up

The India Meteorological
Department’s regional meteoro-
logical centre (RMC) recorded
669 mm of rain this July, against
anormal of 371 mm. RWC head
HR Biswas said that there were
at least three days of intense rain
in July when Kolkata received
over 80 mm of rainfall within
hours.

Large parts of Kolkata would
earlier get inundated after mod-
erate (15-64 mm) or heavy rain-
fall (64-115mm). Some pockets
were waterlogged even after
light rainfall (up to 15 mm).

A Kolkata Police constable
said there was hardly any water-
logging in Bodyguard Lines
despite the heavy spells of rain in
July. "Earlier, police personnel
would need rubber boats to
reach the office after a heavy
downpour. Now, at max, there's
ankle-deep water after a heavy
downpour, but even that recedes
fast,” he said.

Over 5,000 crore was spent
over the last 10 years on the
project. Kolkata now has around

Kolkata now has around 2,800-3,000km of underground
sewerage and drainage system.

2,800-3,000km of underground
sewerage and drainage system,
with the new tunnels reinforced
with concrete.

British engineer William
Clark designed Kolkata's under-
ground brick sewerage system in
1855. The sewer system was
installed between 1860 and 1875,
the first such mechanism in Asia

HTPHOTO

and the world’s third, after Lon-
don and Hamburg, to discharge
rainwater up to 6mm per hour.

Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion's (KMC) former principal
chief engineer Nilangshu
Bhusan Basu said the heavy silta-
tion, which was hardly cleared
for almost a century, reduced the
sewer system’s hydraulic capac-

was also in poor shape and on
the verge of collapse in some
stretches,” Basu said.

He said the pumping stations
were too old to handle the pres-
sure, “The runoff reaching the
sewers was increasing because
of the destruction of wetlands,
which once acted as a sponge.
Even the city’s outfall canal sys-
tem was heavily silted,” the
former KMC official added.

KMC member mayor-in-coun-
cil (drainage and sewer-
age) Tarak Singh said the civic
body refurbished the system by
desilting clogged sewers using
new machinery. He added thata
complete overhaul was out of
the question as it would take
years and thousands of crores.
“We did a targeted intervention
in vulnerable and waterlogging-
prone areas,” he said.

Officials said digging up the
entire system and laying new
pipes was infeasible in a city
with a density of over 24,300
people per sq km and a road
space of around seven per cent.

with blockages of 70%-90%.
There was hardly any desilting.

KMC director general Santanu
Kumar Ghosh said the civic body
repaired the system. “The tun-
nels were lined with glass-rein-
forced polymer (GRP). It was
smoother than the brick walls
and ensured a faster flow of
water. The fast-flowing water
would help the sewer be desilted
for alonger time,” he said.

The sewers were unclogged
before the repair. Singh said
around 36,500 MT (metric
tonne) of silt was removed in
2014-15. “In 2024-25, it rose to
228,600 MT... In the last decade,
KMC removed around 1.77 mil-
lion MT of silt to unclog the sys-
tem,” said Singh.

At least seven types of
machines, including gully-pit
emptier machines, jet-cum-suc-
tion machines and blow-vac
machines, were used to remove
the silt. Singh said the number of
gully-pit emptier machines has
increased to 40 from 15 in
2004-05, jet-cum-suction from

one to eight.

A KMC engineer said
stretches needing repair and
reinforcement are dried by
pumping out the water. “The
cleaning team then goes down
after taking safety precautions.
Machines are used to extract the
silt. Once the stretch is
unclogged, the tunnels are
repaired and grouted to restore
their classic egg shape,” the offi-
cial said on anonymity.

Jadavpur University School of
Water Resource Engineering
professor Pankaj Kumar Roy
called unclogging a mammoth
task. “In some stretches, the silt
had become hard like rock and
had to be cut. Unclogging the
sewers and reinforcing them
with GRP gave the sewers a fresh
lease of life,” Roy said.

A former KMC engineer said
the sewers should be declared a
heritage, calling it an engineer-
ing marvel. “The brickwork in
most stretches still holds strong.
It should be declared a heritage,”
he said.

Lt Col Prasad Purohit on his
return to Pune on Sunday.  p1i

PURORIT RECEIVES
WARM RECEPTION
IN PUNE DAYS
AFTER ACQUITTAL
IN 08 BLAST CASE

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Not even an enemy can
question my patriotism and loy-
alty towards the nation, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Prasad Purohit,
acquitted in the 2008 Malegaon
bomb blast case, said in Pune on
Sunday amid a rousing welcome
by kin and well-wishers as he
arrived home,

A special Mumbai court on
Thursday acquitted Purohit,
former BJP MP Pragya Singh
Thakur and five others who
were accused of involvement in
a blast that killed six and injured
101 in Malegaon in Nashik dis-
trict on September 29 that year.

Outside Shantisheela Housing
Society on Law College Road,
where he lives, the military offi-
cer was mobbed by friends, fam-
ily members, supporters, mem-
bers of various right-wing orga-
nisations and others.

“Ineverimagined thatI would
get such a grand welcome from
all of you. I am speechless and
unable to gather my thoughts or
express my feelings,” Purohit
said, addressing the gathering.
"One can only imagine the pain
one endures when false allega-
tions are levelled. But I never had
any difficulty in facing them.”

Through all these years, my
kin, friends and a huge number
of well-wishers always stood by
me, the Lt Colonel added.

“As a soldier, what I can say
with conviction is that not even
anenemy can question my patri-
otism and loyalty towards the
nation. During my submission
(in court), I insisted that I be
called anything but not aatank-
wadi (terrorist) or deshdrohi
(traitor),” he said.
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Army officer assaults airline

statfers at Srinagar, booked

Ashiq Hussain

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
Kashmir Police has registered a
case against a senior army offi-
cer for allegedly assaulting four
employees of SpicelJet airline at
Srinagar airport following a dis-
agreement over payment of
extra baggage charges during
boarding, officers said on Sun-
day. The army officer also filed a
a counter-complaint alleging
assault, following which an FIR
against the airline staffers has
been registered by the police.

Meanwhile, the Indian army
in a statement said it is fully
cooperating with the authorities
in the investigations into the
case. Stating that it is aware of
the incident, the army empha-
sised its commitment to high
standards of discipline.

A first information report
(FIR) under Section 115 (volun-
tarily causing hurt) of the Bhar-
ativa Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) has
been registered against the army
officer of lieutenant colonel rank
posted in Kashmir following
complaint from the private air-

A video of the incident was shared widely on social media. PTI

line, alleging that the officer
“orievously assaulted” its
employees at the boarding gate
of flight SG-386 from Srinagar to
Delhi on July 26, officers cited
above said.

The incident was caught on
camera and a video has been
shared widely on social media
showed the enraged army officer
hitting several airline employees
with an iron stand. HT could not
independently verify the veracity
of the video.

The airline issued a detailed
statement about the incident,

saying one of the four victims of
the assault had suffered spinal
injuries. It added that it has initi-
ated the process to place the pas-
senger on the no-fly list in line
with civil aviation regulations.

“Our staff members suffered a
spinal fracture and serious jaw
injuries after being attacked with
punches, repeated kicks and a
queue stand,” the SpiceJet state-
ment said. According to the air-
line, one employee fell uncon-
scious on the floor, but the pas-
senger continued kicking and
hitting the victim.

“Another staff member suf-
fered bleeding from the nose and
mouth after receiving a forceful
kick to the jaw while bending
down to assist the colleague who
had fainted,” it added.

The airline said the passenger
was carrying two pieces of cabin
baggage weighing a total of 16 kg,
more than double the permitted
limit of 7 kg.

“When politely informed of

the excess baggage and asked to
pay the applicable charges, the
passenger refused and forcefully
entered the aerobridge without
completing the boarding process
— a clear violation of aviation
security protocols. He was
escorted back to the gate by a
CISF official,” the statement said,
adding at the gate, the passenger
grew increasingly aggressive.

It could not be immediately
ascertained whether the passen-
ger was detained at the airport
after the incident.

Army spokesperson in Srina-
ogar Lt Col MK Sahu acknowl-
edged the incident. "There has
been an incident and the police
have registered an FIR. We are
cooperating in the investiga-

tions,” Sahu said.

Though the airline has not
released the identity of the army
officer involved, officers aware
of the matter said that he was
posted with army warfare school
at Gulmarg.

In a statement, PRO
(Defence), Srinagar said: “The
matter involving an alleged
altercation between an Army
personnel and airline staff at
Srinagar Airport on 26 July 2025
has come to the notice of the
Indian Army. The Indian Army
is committed to uphold highest
standards of discipline and con-
duct and takes all allegations
seriously. Full cooperation is
being extended to the authorities
in investigating the case.”

The army officer has not yet
been arrested, police said.

Station house officer, Bud-
gam, Tauseef Ahmad said an FIR
has been registered in the inci-
dent. “The investigation is going
on,” he added.

SpiceJet also said that it has
initiated the process to place the
passenger on the no-fly list in
accordance with civil aviation
regulations.

TOP TRUMP AIDE
ACCUSES INDIA OF
FUNDING RUSSIA'S
WAR IN UKRAINE

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: A top aide to US
President Donald Trump on
Sunday accused India of effec-
tively financing Russia’s war in
Ukraine by purchasing oil from
Moscow, after the US leader
escalated pressure on New
Delhi to stop buying Russian
oil.

“What he (Trump) said very
clearly is that it is not accepta-
ble for India to continue financ-
ing this war by purchasing the
oil from Russia,” said Stephen
Miller, deputy chief of staff at
the White House and one of
most influential aides of
Trump.

Miller’s criticism was some
of the strongest yet by the
Trump administration about
one of the United States’ major
partners in the Indo-Pacific.

“People will be shocked to
learn that India is basically tied
with China in purchasing Rus-
sian oil. That's an astonishing
fact,” Miller said on Fox News’
“Sunday Morning Futures.”

The Indian Embassy in
Washington did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment,

Indian government sources
told Reuters on Saturday that
New Delhi will keep purchas-
ing oil from Moscow despite US
threats.

A 25% tariff on Indian prod-
ucts went into effect on Friday
as a result of its purchase of
military equipment and energy
from Russia.

Trump has also threatened
100% tariffs on US imports
from countries that buy Rus-
sian oil unless Moscow reaches
a major peace deal with
Ukraine.

Miller tempered his criticism
by noting Trump’s relationship
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, which he described as
“tremendous.”

{ INCLUDING INDIA-PAK CONFLICT }

Trump repeats claim he

Press Trust of India
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NEW YORK/WASHINGTON: US
President Donald Trump on Sun-
day yet again took credit for
stopping conflicts around the
world, including the recent one
between India and Pakistan.
since May 10, when Trump
announced on social media that
India and Pakistan had agreed to
a “full and immediate” ceasefire
after a “long night” of talks medi-
ated by Washington, he has
repeated his claim several times.
Trump’s latest claim comes
days after White House Press

Donald Trump

Secretary Karoline Leavitt said
Trump should be awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for ending
several conflicts around the
world including the one between
India and Pakistan.

On Sunday, in a post on Truth

settled wars with trade

Social, Trump slammed radio
host and author Charlamagne
Tha God, and said he (God)
knows nothing about him or
what he has done, “like just end-
ing 5 Wars, including a 31 year

bloodbath between Republic of

the Congo and Rwanda, where
Seven Million people have died,
and there was no end in sight.”
“He didn’t know that, or India
and Pakistan or, wiping out
Iran’s nuclear capabilities, or
closing the horrendous open
Border, or creating the greatest
economy,” Trump said.

Just a day earlier, Trump said
in an interview on Newsmax

that he hassettled a lot of wars.

“You take alook at what's hap-
pened just over the last little
while. We've settled a lot of, a lot
of very beautiful wars have been
settled... One of the wars India,
Pakistan, nuclear,” Trump said
adding that he settled conflict
between Thailand and Cambo-
dia, and Congo and Rwanda.

“I settled that up. And I settled

it up with trade. I settled a lot of

them with trade. I said ‘listen,
you guys are going to fight...I
mean, just fight your hearts out.
But we're not doing a trade deal’.
All of a sudden they end up not
doing a war,” he said.

{ GREENPIECE }

Delhi sets a precedent
for public participation

Bharati Chaturvedi

letters @hindustsantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment wanted to set up 150 air
purifiers at the popular Nehru
Park in South Delhi’s Chankya-
puri, and sought public
responses over the project. I
don't know about the govern-
ment, but I was surprised by the
public response.

The survey revealed that
around 38% of voters only
wanted trees in the park and 13%
of them gave a firm no. Hence,
51% rejected the plan. The Delhi
government then dropped the
project as it wanted at least 80%
in favour to go ahead with it.

This is a big step by the Delhi
government. Itis known that, in
many cases, public participation
is part of the solution. It is also
important for a neglected city
like Delhi to mobilise public
opinion to find solutions that
people can enable.

I'm not suggesting all pollu-
tion prevention solutions be

based on public opinion because
it can often exclude marginal
populations or be based on poor
information. Yet, itis in the best
public interest when the govern-
ment treats the public as a part-
ner.

The scientific evidence shows
smog towers are not impactful in
reducing air pollution. The data
was widely debated, possibly
pushing this response. The 23
crore smog tower at Connaught
Place reduced AQI by just17%in
a tiny radius of 100 meters. Some
estimates are Delhi needs at least
40,000 smog towers, each very
expensive to operate.,

The 131 non-attainment cities
across India now have a model
they can discard — the smog
towers. And a model they must
embrace — having the guts to
ask the public and listen to its
voice, Not easy, but a great step
forward.

(The writer is the founder and
director of Chintan Environmental
Research and Action Groups)

Day after girl dies due
to burn injuries, Cong,
BJD slam Odisha cops

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR : A day after the
15-year-old girl of Odisha’s Puri
district succumbed to her burn
injuries at AIIMS Delhi, opposi-
tion parties on Sunday attacked
the police for its statement that
“no other person” was involved
in setting the teenager on fire.

Police officers in Odisha
familiar with the matter said
that the post-mortem examina-
tion was conducted on the girl
at AIIMS Delhi, and the body is
likely to reach the state around
8pm. Preparations are going on
in the village for the burial.

The girl was allegedly kid-
napped and set ablaze on the
banks of Bhargavi River in Puri
district on July 19. With 70%
burns, the teenager was airlifted
to AIIMS-Delhi the next day but
died on Saturday.

Hours after her death, police
said ina poston X: “...According
to the investigation conducted

so far, it is clear that no other
person is involved...”
Opposition Congress and
BJD, however, lambasted the
state government and “rejected”
the police statement that no
other person was involved in
setting the girl on fire.
Opposition chief whip in the
Odisha Assembly and BJD
leader Pramila Mallik said, “The
police got slippers and a plastic
bottle carrying an inflammable

substance from the spot of

crime, but they failed to nab the
culprits. This is not acceptable.”

State Mahila Congress presi-
dent Meenakshi Bahinipati
asked, “If the victim was capa-
ble of giving statements and
recovering well, how did she die
suddenly? The victim initially
said that three people abducted
her, but how did the narrative
change?”

BJP spokesperson Manoj
Mohapatra, meanwhile, alleged
that the BJD and Congress are
engaged in “vulture politics.”

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR) has
invited an expression of interest
for technology transfer to com-
mercialise its anti-malaria vac-
cine candidate that it is develop-
ing in partnership with the
department of biotechnology,
even though the vaccine is likely
to take at least six to seven years
to be ready for use, according to
people familiar with the matter.
According to the projected
timeline, accessed by HT, the
“Good Manufacturing Practice
(GMP) production and toxicol-
ogy studies” will take approxi-
mately two years; “phase 1 clini-
cal trial, including regulatory
approval”, will take another two
years; "Phase 2b and Phase 3
clinical trials” will take approxi-
mately two and a half years; and
post-trial regulatory clearance
and licensing for marketing
would take approximately six
months. (Each stage includes a
buffer period of + six months.)
The recombinant chimeric
multi-stage malaria vaccine
(AdFalciVax) is being indige-
nously developed against plas-
modium falciparum— the para-
site that predominantly causes
severe and fatal malaria, accord-
ing to ICMR. "In early stages, the
vaccine candidate looks useful in
preventing plasmodium falci-
parum infection in humans and
minimising its community
transmission,” it added.
Malaria continues to pose
serious challenges to public
health and economies, particu-
larly in the tropical and subtrop-
ical regions around the world.
According to data shared by the
government, globally in 2023,
there were almost 263 million
estimated malaria cases in 83
malaria-endemic countries, an
increase of 11 million cases com-
pared with 2022. India
accounted for half of all esti-
mated malaria cases in the

ICMR’s anti-malaria
vax still 6-7 yrs away

INDIA ACCOUNTED
FOR HALF OF

ALL ESTIMATED
MALARIA CASES IN
SOUTH-EAST ASIA
REGION IN 2023,
ACCORDING TO
OFFICIAL DATA

South-East Asia region in 2023.

ICMR has invited applications
from organisations, companies,
and manufacturers from across
the country.

“ICMR-Regional Medical
Research Centre, Bhubaneswar
(ICMR-BMRCBB)— one of the
constituent institutes of ICMR
has led development of a tech-
nology entitled ‘A recombinant
chimeric multi-stage malaria
vaccine (AdFalciVax) against
Plasmodium falciparum'... and
ICMR-RMRCBB has technical
know-how of process to produce
this technology. The pre-clinical
validation of this technology has
been conducted in collaboration
with ICMR-National Institute of
Malaria Research (ICMR-NIMR),
another constituent institutes of
ICMR, and National Institute of
Immunology (NII), New Delhi,
an autonomous research insti-
tute of the department of bio-
technology, Government of
India,” the ICMR invite said.

AdFalciVax is the first indige-
nous recombinant chimeric
malaria vaccine specifically
designed to target two critical
stages of plasmodium falci-
parum. Country’s biomedical
research regulator, however,
emphasised that the vaccine
candidate isin its early research
and development phases and is
not yet available for any clinical
use or commercialisation.

The vaccine has shown excel-
lent efficacy in the preclinical
stage of development, ICMR said
in a statement. “Preclinical data
suggest that AdFalciVax may
have advantages over existing

single-stage vaccines (such as
RTS,S/AS01 and R21/Matrix-M),
including: Broader protection by
targeting two vulnerable para-
site stages; lower risk of immune
evasion and potential for better
long-term immunity; extended
thermal stability with function-
ality maintained for over nine
months at room temperature;
and cost-effective formulation
using pharmaceutically accepta-
ble carriers,” it added.

ICMR further said it intends to
licence the technology for AdFal-
ciVax to eligible organisations
and manufacturers for further
development, manufacture, and
commercialisation under non-
exclusive agreements. This
approach aims to enable wider
outreach and maximize public
health benefits, and all collabo-
rations will adhere to ICMR's
intellectual property policy.

ICMR would provide techni-
cal support through its team of
experienced scientists in study
planning, product development,
development of study protocol,
results or data analysis, outcome
assessment, safety and efficacy
assessment, product improve-
ment, etc. “Subsequent to the
execution of the agreement such
companies/manufacturers shall
be responsible to pay the Royalty
@ 2% on Net sales, as applicable,
according to the ICMR Guide-
lines for Technology Develop-
ment Collaboration...,” it said.

It added that the introduction
and rollout of malaria vaccines,
such as RTS,S and R21/Matrix-M,
have shown promise in reducing
disease incidence, particularly
among young children in high-
burden areas. While significant
progress has been made in com-
bating malaria, the global bur-
den remains substantial. In
order to address the malaria
elimination goal, an improved
vaccine with better efficacy
needs to induce protection
against infection in human hosts
as well as block or reduce trans-
mission to the mosquito vector.

SIT asks Dharmasthala ‘burial

Arun Dev

letters@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: The special inves-
tigation team (SIT) probing the
Dharmasthala mass burial alle-
gations has asked a man claim-
ing to have witnessed the illegal
burial of a teenage girl's decom-
posed body to lodge a formal
complaint with the local police.
SIT officials said the team can
only begin its investigation once
a case is registered at the juris-
dictional police station.

A senior officer said, “The SIT
1s not a police station. We can-
not take direct complaints. We
investigate based on cases filed
with the local police and then
record statements.”

The witness, Jayanth, a
48-year-old social activist from
Ichlampady village in Puttur
taluk, met with SIT officials on
August 2. He was asked to
return Monday to file a formal
complaint.

Speaking to reporters, Jay-
anth said, "I have seen that girl’s
body, and it was buried without
following any legal procedures.
I know the spot where her body
was buried. I do not know
whether the girl was murdered,
but her body was in a slightly
decomposed state.”

witness’ to flle pohce comp]amt

Skeletal remains have been recovered from one of the eight
identified sites.

He claimed the burial
occurred 15 years ago and
alleged that fear had kept many
from speaking out. “Few more
people will come forward to
share similar disturbing experi-
ences in the coming days before
the SIT,” he said.

Jayanth also told a local news
channel that he is related to
Padmalatha, a woman whose
body was found nearly two
months after she went missing
in December 1986. "We have not
got justice for the murder of
Padmalatha in the past. So we
had lost faith in this system.

PTI

Now, as an SIT has been formed
to investigate the old case, we
have gained faith. SoI am filing
a complaint. [ am a witness to
the girl being buried,” he said.

The SIT was formed after a
former sanitation worker
alleged he was forced to bury
multiple bodies in Dharmast-
hala, including those of women
and girls who may have been
sexually assaulted.

Skeletal remains have so far
been recovered from one of the
eight sites identified, with exca-
vation ongoing at five more
locations.

Urban India turns to Artificial Intelligence to manage civic woes

Soumya Chatterjee
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: AsIndia is poisedto
be the third-largest global econ-
omy, its cities, too, have under-
gone a steady makeover from
their colonial aesthetics to a more
modern avatar dotted with taller
buildings, metro rails, and {ly-
overs. However, one thing that
has remained from the bygone
era is the occasional appearance
of stray cattle in the hustle and
bustle of busy streets, and slowing
down traffic movement. Worse,
they cause deadly accidents.

While the problem is ancient,
the city administration in Surat
has deployed a modern solution
of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to
counter this menace.

The civic body uses an Al algo-
rithm developed by National
[nstitute of Technology (NIT)
Surat to analyse the live video
feed from cameras installed at
major junctions in the city to
detect stray cattle, said Jigan
Patel, director of information
technology at Surat Municipal
Corporation (SMC).

“The alert is not issued when
cattle are accompanied by a
herder. But, whenever stray cattle
are spotted, an alert is generated

with a timestamp and location,”
he said, adding that control room
officials inform the on-ground
dedicated municipal staff for
catching stray cafttle, who
impound them.

Based on the directives of the
Gujarat high court, SMC, in 2023,
rolled out a free RFID tagging pro-
gramme containing details of
their owners for bovines before
implementing a strict anti-stray
cattle policy since November that
year. The [ine amounts increase
progressively for repeat offenders,
as part of a state law passed in the
assembly in 2022 following the
same high court directions.

So far, 1,545 incidents of stray
cattle have been detected, with
8.4 lakh recovered as penalties,

The same system is used by the
city to detect incidents of littering
and spitting. SMC commissioner
Shalini Agarwal said that this
technology-enabled monitoring
has helped the city to achieve a
high ranking in the central gov-
ernment’s Swachh Survekshan.

Patel explained that offenders
of spitting are often identified
using their vehicle numbers
detected through the ANPR (auto-
matic number plate recognition)
systems. He said so far, 12,120
challans for spitting and 35,382

The Smart City Mission and Safe City project has mainstreamed
the use of Al-based integrated traffic management systems. HTPHOTO

incidents of garbage throwing
were detected through this sys-
tem, leading to the collection of
3719 lakh and 184 lakh as penal-
ties, respectively.

Just like the age-old problem of
stray cattle and encroachments,
another issue that plagues Indian
cities is that of unaccounted loss
of water or non-revenue water
(NRW), primarily due to leaks in
the water supply network. While
globally, NRW stands at 30%, in
India, many Indian cities report
NRW as high as 50%. The Eco-
nomic Survey of Delhi 2023-24
found that about 58% of the water
produced by the Delhi Jal Board is

classified as NEW.

However, in Pune, over the last
two years, several Al-enabled dig-
ital twin solutions have been
applied to improve the situation.

An official with a major indus-
trial conglomerate tasked with
the revamp of the city's water
supply said, as part of a trial, the
company’s solution was deployed
in the Panchawati zone with a
piped water network of around
10km. “By using the system, we
could find leakages in our net-
work and illegal users, which
have now brought our NRW to
25% currently. We are aiming for
further efficiency and bringing it

down to 20%,” the official said on
anonymity. Based on the success
in Panchawati, the system will be
deployed in 15 other zones.

The digital twin works on data
from sensors in the water supply
network to create a virtual repli-
cation of the water supply net-
work. The AI/ML models process
the live data of the sensors, pump-
ing stations, and analyse the
household water consumption
information to detect leakages
and unauthorised usage.

The Pune Municipal Corpora-
tion (PMC) is also working on
expanding an Al-based system to
detect unregistered or illegal con-
structions by using a GIS (Geo-
graphic Information Sys-
tems)-based system and compar-
ing it with property tax data, an
official said.

Another city in Maharashtra,
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar (for-
merly Aurangabad), has devel-
oped an Al-based chatbot —
which works in Marathi and
English — for its official website
to cater to queries raised by resi-
dents.

Faiz Ali, project manager at
Aurangabad Smart City, said the
chatbot, unlike FAQ (Frequently
Asked Questions) based bots, is
based on various e-governance

modules covering the issuance of

birth and death certificates,
department-related grievance
redressal systems, and making
property tax and water bill pay-
ment systems user-friendly. He
said any complaint addressed to
the chatbot or the city’s 155304
helpline is automatically sent an
SMS acknowledgement stating a
timeline. On the backend, the
complaint is tagged to the line
department official.

If the complaint is left unad-
dressed within two weeks, then
the Al-based system flags it for
the city commissioner, who
reviews the unresolved com-
plaints regularly, Ali said.

In Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur,
the city administration is usinga
3D model system of the entire city
area spanning 264 sq km, which
is then compared with new imag-
ery gathered through drone-
based aerial surveys every five
years. “Using the system, we can
get accurate information on the
expansion of buildings. In the lat-
est revision ending March 2024,
we found that there were addi-
tional structures in more than
20% of the properties,” an official
aware of the details said on ano-
nymity, stating this led to an addi-

tional property tax collection of

230 crore.

While these cities have taken a
lead in leveraging Al for different
use cases, the Centre's Smart City
Mission and Safe City project has
mainstreamed the use of
Al-based integrated traffic man-
agement systems (ITMS) and sur-
veillance systems. The ITMS sys-
tems have Al-based applications
to detect red light violations, hel-
metless usage of two-wheelers or
triple riding, wrong-way driving,
among others, and identify viola-
tors through ANPR. These sys-
tems have been incorporated by
all tier 1 cities and many tier 2 cit-
ies.

Similarly, the Safe City project
has cameras equipped with facial
recognition technology to flag the
presence of wanted suspects. New
Delhi is soon expected to have an
additional 3,500 Al-enabled cam-
eras, along with 200 gunshot
detection systems, from October 1
under the same project,

While the number of cameras
installed increases, their mainte-
nance and u S5d4g¢€ have come
under scrutiny, even during the
recent tragic incident involving
the death of a Delhi University
student, Sneha Debnath. It was
widely reported that a series of
cameras in and around the Signa-

ture Bridge was non-functional.

In the week leading up to the
incident, HT reported how Delhi’s
Public Works Department (PWD)
had found many of the existing
cameras defunct or in need of
urgent repair, while some of the
previously acquired cameras
were yet to be installed.

Debolina Kundu, acting
director at National Institute of
Urban Affairs (NIUA) —a think-
tank of the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA), said
Al and ML are vital for predictive
analytics that can not only
improve service delivery, but also
manage disaster risks.

In that line, she said under the
CITIIS (city investments to inno-
vate, integrate and sustain) 2.0
programme, 21 city-level climate
observatories are being set up
where real-time pollution and
weather data among other data-
sets will be used along with his-
torical weather data to predict
localised weather forecasts and
disaster reduction measures.
“Integration of different layers of
live and historical data is impor-
tant for this,” she said. Smart city
command centres also have a
large amount of data that can be
further cultivated to gather
actionable insights, Kundu added.
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VICE-PREZ OF EDU
BOARD HELD OVER
ODISHA TEACHERS'
TEST PAPER LEAK

Debabrata Mohanty

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha CID
arrested vice-president of the
Board of Secondary Education
(BSE) on Sunday for his alleged
involvement in the paper leak of
Odisha Teachers Eligibility Test
(OTET), officers aware of the
matter said.

BSE was supposed to hold the
OTET-2025 on July 20, but, it
was cancelled after a handwrit-
ten copy of the question paper
was circulated on social media.

Crime branch director general
of police (DGP) Vinaytosh
Mishra said, “BSE vice-president
Nihar Ranjan Mohanty was
involved in setting the OTET
question papers and was coordi-
nating with a Bhopal-based firm
that printed the papers. Before
the question papers went for
printing, the firm had sent a
password-protected copy of the
paper to Mohanty for proofread-
ing. He was supposed delete the
file after proofreading. However,
he allowed Jitan Moharana, a
data entry operator from the
office of the controller of exami-
nations, to access his laptop.
Moharana leaked the papers.”

India, US may invest in

Shashank Mattoo

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON DC: India and the
US have discussed proposals to
jointly invest in critical minerals
projects in Africa, persons aware
of the matter said. Both New
Delhi and Washington have been
keen to construct new critical
minerals supply chains to reduce
their dependence on China.
According to an analysis by
the International Energy
Agency, China has a dominant
70% market share in the refining
of over a dozen key critical min-
erals such as gallium, graphite,
lithium and nickel. Critical min-
erals are used in the making of
everything from solar panels and
lithium ion batteries to medical
imaging and wind turbines.
America’s Department of
State and the Development
Finance Cooperation initiated
talks with key Indian companies
and government ministries to
consider interest in taking
advantage of India’s extant busi-
ness networks in East Africa for
critical minerals projects. The

WASHINGTON AND
NEW DELHI HAVE
BEEN KEEN'TO
CONSTRUCT

NEW CRITICAL
MINERALS SUPPLY
CHAINS TO REDUCE
THE DEPENDENCE
ON CHINA

talks began during the tenure of
the Biden Administration, and
the emphasis continues.

“We are working closely with
India to strengthen bilateral
cooperation on critical minerals,
an essential priority for both our
countries’ economic security.
Through COMPACT (Catalyzing
Opportunities for Military Part-
nership, Accelerated Commerce
& Technology) and TRUST
(Transforming the Relationship
Utilizing Strategic Technology),
we are working together to
strengthen supply chains to
ensure access to critical miner-
als and support industry innova-

tion,” said a State Department
spokesperson in response to a
query from HT.

“At the recent Quad Foreign
Ministers Meeting, the Quad
partners also announced the
launch of the Quad Critical Min-
erals Initiative, which will
strengthen economic security
and collective resilience in the
face of economic coercion, price
manipulation, and supply chain
disruptions in this sector,” the
spokesperson stated before add-
ing that the State Department
has no immediate information
to share on joint US-India invest-
ments in Africa.

In January 2025, India estab-
lished the Rs 16,300 crore
National Critical Minerals Mis-
sion to boost domestic produc-
tion of these minerals and
reduce dependence on foreign
imports. According to the minis-
try of heavy industries, the Geo-
logical Survey of India under-
took 368 exploration projects
focused on critical and strategic
minerals in 2024-25.

India has also sought interna-
tional partners for the creation

Africa’s critical minerals

of new critical minerals supply
chains. In 2023, India joined the
Minerals Security Partnership,
which is led by the United States
and includes the European
Union, Australia, Japan, South
Korea and the United Kingdom.

“MSP partner governments

engage across a wide range of

agencies and departments,
including those responsible for
foreign affairs, economy, energy,
trade, mining, industry, develop-
ment finance, and export
finance. MSP partners estab-
lished the Finance Network to
bring together the development
finance institutions (DFIs) and

export credit agencies (ECAs) of

the MSP partner governments to
concretely focus on project
finance,” according to the US
State Department.

Despite these efforts, the
International Energy Agency
estimates that efforts to diversify
supply chains will make slow
progress. IEA predicts that criti-
cal minerals refining supply
chains will see marginal diversi-
fication by 2035 with China
remaining the dominant player.

Anti-terror operation in J&K's
Kulgam continues for 3rd day

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The anti-terrorist
operation in Kulgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir entered
the third day on Sunday as
security forces tightened the
noose around the terrorists
engaged in the gun battle with
them.

Soon after the gunfight
stopped, security forces
launched searches in the for-
ests of Kulgam to look for any
bodies of militants or ammuni-
tion.

Officials said that the Akhal
forest exchange of fire between
security forces and militants
which had started on Friday
evening continued till Sunday
Noor.

“The firing between the two
sides continued from Friday to

SECURITY FORCES
LAUNCHED
SEARCHES IN THE
KULGAM FORESTS
TO LOOK FOR
MILITANTS BODIES
OR AMMUNITION,
OFFICIALS SAID

Sunday noon. Now it has
stopped and searches are going
on in the forest area,” an offi-
cial of the Kulgam police con-
trol room said, adding that only
one body has been recovered in
the three-day operation.

“One dead body was recov-
ered on Saturday morning and
after that the firing continued
again. After the firing stopped
around noon on Sunday, the
searches were conducted by

the security forces but no other
dead body has been recovered
so far,” he added.

Earlier on Friday, a joint
operation by the army, police
and other security forces was
started after information about
the presence of militants in the
Akhal Kulgam area in south
Kashmir. As the militants tar-
geted security forces, an
exchange of firing started
which continued intermit-
tently.

“Intermittent and intense fir-
ing continued through the
night. Alert troops responded
with calibrated fire and tight-
ened the noose while maintain-
ing contact. One terrorist has
been neutralised by the secu-
rity forces so far,” army’s Chi-
nar Corps said on Saturday.

Officials said the operation is
still underway.

4 Indian-origin people
killed in US car crash

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK : In a tragic inci-
dent, four senior Indian-origin
people were Kkilled in a car
crash in West Virginia, author-
ities said on Sunday.

Kishore Divan, Asha Divan,
Shailesh Divan, and Gita Divan
were found dead following a
vehicle crash, Marshal County
sheriff Mike Dougherty said in
a statement.

The four individuals were
reported missing from Buffalo,
New York. Their vehicle was
located on August 2 at approxi-
mately 9.30pm off a steep
embankment along a road in
Marshal County, West Virginia.
First responders were on the
scene for more than five hours.
Sibu Nair, director of Asian
American and Pacific Islander
Affairs at office of New York

State Governor Kathy Hochul,
had posted a "Missing Persons
- Please Help' alert on Face-
book on Saturday, asking for
help to locate the four senior
individuals who had gone
missing.

Nair said, "The Divans,
beloved members of our com-
munity, had gone missing.
They were last seen on Tues-
day after visiting a temple in
Pittsburgh, travelling to Palace
Lodge Hotel in Moundsville,
West Virginia. Sadly, they
never arrived.”

Giving further details, Nair
said they were driving a light
green coloured car and were
last spotted at a fast food joint
in Erie, Pennsylvania, accord-
ing to security footage.

Nair had also uploaded
photos and details of the
family and their last-known
clothing,

{ FOR LWE-HIT AREAS }

CISF strength to reach 220K
as govt approves 30% increase

Prawesh Lama

letters @hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
approved a significant increase
of over 30% in the strength of
the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), raising its total
sanctioned personnel to
220,000, officials familiar with
the development said, adding
that the additional manpower
will primarily be deployed in
industrial zones and upcoming
development projects in Left
Wing Extremism (LWE)-af-
fected areas, particularly in
Chhattisgarh, beginning next
year.

In several zones reclaimed
from Maoist influence, the secu-
rity of key installations — such
as National Mineral Develop-
ment Corporation (NMDC) in
Dantewada and various steel
and iron ore plants in Bhilai —
has already been handed over to
the CISE.

“From next year onwards, as
development projects expand in
LWE regions, there will be a ris-
ing demand for robust security.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has also approved the
formation of an additional CISF
battalion, which will be
deployed for internal security
and contingency duties,” an offi-
cial said requesting anonymity.

Confirming the development,
DIG (intelligence) Ajay Dahiya
stated that the MHA has
approved increasing the CISF's
strength from 162,000 to

Additional manpower will primarily be deployed in Chhattisgarh

starting next year, officials said.

220,000. “Last year, 13,230 per-
sonnel were inducted into the
force, and recruitment for
another 24,098 is underway. We
aim to add about 14,000 person-
nel annually to infuse young
blood and make the force more
battle-ready,” he said.

Dahiya added that with the
decline of LWE activities in
states like Chhattisgarh, the set-
ting up of new industrial hubs is
expected, thereby necessitating
an expanded CISF presence.
“The enhanced strength will
allow the CISF to cover a
broader range of critical infra-
structure, including airports,
ports, thermal and nuclear
power plants, as well as high-
risk installations such as hydro-
power projects and prisons in
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

The MHA's finance division,
according to a communication
seen by HT, informed the CISF

Kerala panchayat
booked for mass
killing of stray dogs
MUNNAR: An animal rights
activist from an Idukki-
based animal rescue team
filed a complaint against
Munnar panchayat

recently culled hundreds of
stray dogs. A case has been
registered. A video showing
stray dogs being captured
and transported in a
panchayatvehicle was
shared widely on social
media.

authorities, alleging they had

HTARCHIVE

President via the MHA had
approved the authorised ceiling
strength of the force to 220,000.

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has introduced a new
industrial policy aimed at
attracting investors to these
emerging regions.

The Centre has seta target to
eliminate LWE and bring an
end to Maoist violence across
the country by March 31, 2026.
As security forces continue to
take control of new areas in the
Bastar region, the government
is simultaneously focusing on
development—planning the
establishment of industries,
schools, and employment for
local communities.

At present, the CISF guards
369 vital installations across the
country, including the Parlia-
ment. In Jammu and Kashmir,
the force is responsible for
securing 11 key sites, several

chief on July 22, 2025 that the  near the Line of Control.
Man killedin Odisha  Hyd choreographer
on suspicion of held for harassing
practising witchcraft ~ minor stepdaughter
BERHAMPUR: A group of HYDERABAD: A dance
people killed a 35-year-old choreographer, who
man and cut off his private mentors contestants on

part allegedly on suspicion
of practising witchcraft in
Odisha’s Gajapati district,
police said, adding that the
incident took place at
Malasapadar village on
Saturday. The villagers
allegedly throttled the man
to death, cut off his private
partand dumped the body in
the nearby Harabhangi Dam.

television reality shows, has
been arrested for the alleged
sexual harassment of his
minor stepdaughter, police
said on Sunday. The girl's
mother, in her complaint,
alleged that the accused, her
second husband,
inappropriately touched her
daughter on multiple
occasions, police said.
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has been Wrongly written as
Pooja, Shankar, and Bayain my
10th and 12th Class Educational
Documents. The Actual Name of
Mine, My father and my mother
are Pooja Shankar Marnar,
Shankar Narayan Marnar and

Baya Shankar Marnar respectively,
which may be amended accordingly. :

PPS

ESTATE

VASANT VIHAR 800y Cror S.F, Lush
Greens. Sep. parking. Quiet, Elite
Loc. Priced attractively. Westend
800y Bsmnt+G.F Pyt lift & parking,

9818881000 [
9599808726 [

| GAUTAM Jain, S/o Ashok Chand

Jain, residing at 2181, Jasmine,
Gaur Saundaryam, Techzone 4,
Greater Noida West, Uttar Pradesh
201306, have changed my name
from Gautam Chand Jain and
Gautam Chand to Gautam Jain for
all future purposes.

5 ITIS for general information that |,

Sunny Joseph S/0 M.0. Joseph R/O

242, 0-8, Chhatarpur Hills, Chattar
Pur, South Delhi, Delhi-110074

declare that name of mine has een

wrongly written as M | Sunny Joseph

inmy Secondary Scheol Leaving

Certificate and name of mine and my

father has been wrongly written as
Sunny Joseph Muttappallil Joseph
and Joseph in my Passport No.
51495487 and name of my father
has been wrongly written as
Ouseph Joseph in my PAN Card No.
AFOP)3619R. The actual name of
mine-and my father are Sunny
Joseph and M.0. Joseph, which
may be amended accordingly.

. 1, KANAK Sharma D/o Nathu Singh

Sharma and W/o Dushyant Sharma
R/o A-12A02, Ajnara Integrity Raj
Nagar Extension, Ghaziabad, U.P.-

Kanak Sharma to Kanchan Sharma
for all future purpases.

58S Road, Mumbai, Maharashtra-
400001 have changed my name to

Jawahar Bhapgwat.

| RONALD Everett 5/ Mr. Berty

Everett R/o H.No. 1749, Sector-23A,
Faridabad do hereby declare that my
minor Son Ethan Everett and Ethan
Sean Everett both are the names of
one and same person. He shall be
known as Ethan Sean Everett for

all future purposes.

; l HINA W/o Mohd Naim R/o RZ-2539

Mo 2nd Floor, Gali-27, Tughlakabad
Extn., Kalkaji, South Delhi, Delhi-

pUFPOSES,

I, ROHIT Anand R/o D 1602 Bptp

Freedom Park Life Sector 57
Gurgaon Haryana 122003 have
changed my minor daughter's name
from Dhanishka / Dhanishka Rohit
Anand to Dhanishka Anand .

I RAJENDRA Singh Goswami s/
- Bhagwan Dass R/ODC 756 ward No 3 ;

- | legal heir any person having any

Krishna Colony Near Vivekanand
School Palwal Haryana 121102 Lost
my Original Builders Buyer
Agreement Flat No Al-1702 KL
Greens Sector 77 Faridabad Dated
30/06/2017 LR no 3018989,/2025
Founder Pls contact 8950587367

201017 have changed my name from | DEVKI Prasad /o hirawan ram. R/o

C-76 pandav Nagar Delhi -110092
Have lost my property document of
C-76 pandav Nagar, Delhi- 92 if
anyone found please return in my
residence address.

1 puBLICNOTICES

| COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE
| BEARING UNIT NO. 303, HAVING
‘| SUPER AREA OF 176.32
.| SQUARE METERS OR 1898.08
| SQUARE FEET ON THE THIRD
.| FLOOR IN THE BUILDING
| KNOWN AS 'ELEGANCE TOWER'

: g AIIEI-!AH&E;hm Nee Saxena W/0 Dr : Shankar Narayan Marar R/0 H.NO.
: Sudhir Sahai, R/0 C-232, Sushant 2117, Gali No. 7, Prem Nagar, Patel
Lok-1, Gurugram, Haryana - 122002 Nagar, Central Delhi, New Delhi,
have changed my name to Archana Delhi-110008, declare that name of
Saxena for all purposes. mine, my father and my mother has
been Wrongly written as Jaideep,

Shankar, and Baya in my 10th and
12th Class Educational Documents.

COLONEL'S
SPECIAL

1, DUSHYANT Kumar Sharma 5/0 ;
:  Mahesh Chand Sharma R/O A-12A02, :

i i=i : . . Ve, : The Actual Name of Mine, My father
Amaﬂ Bajaj Ajnara Integnity Raj Nagar Extension :  and my mother are Jaideep Shankar
98100-81588 Ghaziabad, Up -201017, Have . Marnar, Shankar Narayan Marnar

changed my name to Dushyant and Baya Shankar Marnar

- | SITUATED AT 8, NHCC JASOLA,
.| NEW DELHI ALONGWITH
: | UNDIVIDED,
| IMPARTIBLE AND OWNERSHIP
|RIGHTS IN THE LAND
- | UNDERNEATH MEASURING 4119
: | SQUARE METERS

: | Be it known fo all that my client is
: | intending to purchase the aforesaid
: | office space from its lawful owner
. | namely MRS. GUNJAN KAUR
. | SODHI, wife of Mr. Gurpreet Singh
- | Sodhi subject to the same being free

ICICI BANK - Rented @4.75%
1516s5qft. Rent: 2.35L @6cr
SBI Bank 3450sqft 5.35L @14cr
10B1 Bank 3750sqft 6L @13.5¢r
in Noida Most Prime location

Sharma for all future purposes.

: |, CHANDER Lata W /o Rakesh Kumar
: Sharma Rfo (-204, Sukhsagar

Apartment, 52- |.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name from Chander

PPS

ESTATE

9818881000 [
9599808726 [

HAUZ KHAS Enclave 600y S.F with
Terr. Vastu-perfect. Exclusive lift &
prkng. Panchsheel Park 800y New
S.F Pt lifit & prkg. Mouth-watering
price, For discerning buyers only.

Lata Sharma to Chander Lata

. 1, ARMY No.70656294, Harish Chand
: 5/o Ramijilal R/o Nihalawas (not
Nihalwar), Mahendragarh, Narnaul,
Haryana declare that in my Army
Record my wife's name & DOB
wrongly written as Kamala Dev &
DOB 02.02.1953 but her correct
name & DOB is Kamia Devi & DOB
01.01.1953 my Army record R/o
name alos wrongly written as
Nihalwar correct is Nihalwas.

respectively, which may be
amended accordingly.

1, POOJA Aggarwal W/o Vishal Sharma,

resident of F-89, Ground Floor,
Jeewan Park, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-

Pooja Aggarwa! to Pooja Aggarwal

by the name of Pooja Aggarwal
Sharma for all future purposes.

- 1, DEVESH Kumar, Son of late Shree

Bahadur Singh, resident of Tower 9,
Flat 301, Amrapali Grand, Sector
Zpta 1st, Greater Noida, Gautam-
budha Nagar, UP, declare that the
name of my daughter Divisha has
heen changed to Divisha Singh

for all future purposes

. | from all sors of encumbrances;

: | charges, liens, morigages, prior
- | agreementetc.

- | It is notified that any personfbody/
. | institution having any sort of right/
- | claimftitie/lien/objection/ interest in
: | the office space or any part thereof,
110059 have changed my name from f shqli Corlat e d&m'rgr_l ed with
Sharma. Henceforth | would be known ; | Valid documentary proof wilhin ten
publication hereof, failing which, my
- | client may freely proceed further
- | with the purchase of the office
: | space.

GANPATI LEGAL ADVISORS PVT. LTD.

PUELIC NOTICE

INDIVISIBLE,

(10) days from the date of

ABHISHEK AGNIHOTRI
(Advocate) D/5635/2018

W-151, Greater Kailash Part-l,
New Delhi, Ph.: 011-35552664
Mobile: 9999892123

'f’nur protection is our priority

: | | Shanti Devi Wio Late Dalip Singh
: | Yadav Aged About 80 years R/o
: | House Mo 985 Sector IV Gurugram
110019 have changed my name from :
Hina to Ajahieni Begam for all future :
: | Gurugram 122051 the mother of Ved
: | Parkash Yadav | debar and disown
- | my son namely from my all moveable
- | and immoveable properties in India at
: | Gurugram Manesar and anywhere
- | else in Haryana because of his acts
+ | misdeeds and misconducts my son
: | has been staying on the ground floor
: | of house number 985 seclor 4
: | Gurugram Haryana 122001 without
: | my permission and consent and
: | against my will and | have on many
: | occasions asked and directed him o
: | vacate the premises of which he is in

! LosTarounp

« | associated with himin any way and he
. | nor any of his legal heir shall from now
: | on possessany right of being my legal

- | dealing with him shall do so athis own
: | risk-and 1'shall nol be responsible for
+ | any of his wrongdoing or miscondud
: | with anyone | have appointed Shr
: | Utkarsh Bhargava Advocate for
: | serving the notice having his office al
. | E-27 Hauz Khas New Delhi 110016

Six easy steps to ook your ad ht

Call us at our Tele-booking No.

1800-103-1800 or Email: -
ad.booking@hindustantimes.com &7
All Days: 7 am fo 11 pm =

PUBLIC NOTICE

Specify the
category, Ad type,
your ad message
or art-work

Haryana 122001 also at Plot Mo
83(74) Village Khoh Manesar

Have your Classified
Display Ad professionally
designed Dy our
in-house designers

Get assistance from
A our Reader Relationship
W Executive in availing the

* best schemes and offers

Get your
Advertisement
published in the
NEwspaper.

Pay for your Ad using:
« (ash collection from
your doorstep
« Online through credit card

untawiul possession of now | would
have no concern with my son in any
manner whatsoever nor any person

B et e o o i e

Protecting you and providing a secure enviro nment IS and alwa\rs has
been a top priority for all our customers. To ensure a safe transaction
with HT Media Ltd., we have added some security measures for all our
bookings made through S.EA.L.

heir to Lthe exclusion of my any other

« For all transactions, always insist on noting down a unique receipt

number. Also please use this unique number for all communications
with HT SEAL, and while handling of cash and cheques.

« Always check for a hologram sticker on the receipt and the receipt
number

« For all queries, rely safely on contacting our Number / Email :

htclassifieds

ad.booking@hindustantimes.com

To place |
a Classified ad

Log onto
htclassifieds.com
or Scan QR code

For Classifieds advertising
please call Ad Sales Team on

NORTH DELHI
Vishal Sachdeva: 9910249013

EAST & CENTRAL DELHI
Sumit Negi: 9899268321

WEST DELHI & FARIDABAD
Ranjeet Singh: 9911819105

SOUTH DELHI & GURGAON
Abhishek Tiwari: 9899865804

NOIDA & GHAZIABAD
Gaurav: 8630242501
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ARE TRYING

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise)
Reqd. Office: Vidyul Bhavan, Block-DJ, seclor-ll, Bidhannagar, Kolkata - 700 (1
CIN: U401 09WB2007SGC 113473, www.whsedclin

Request for Proposal

p-Tender-cum-e-Reverse Auction No. WBSEDCL/PTEP/e-NIT/04 (RPO)/2025 [1.: 04.08.2025 is invited by
the Chief Engineer (PT&P), WBSEDCL, Vidyut Bhavan, Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700091 for purchase of power
from renewable sources for meeting RPO (non-solar) from 15 August, 2025 to 31 October, 2025,
through Traders/Licensees/Bidders. Interested parties may download the tender documents from the

website

https.//www.mstcecommerce.com directly with the help of Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from

11:00 hrs, of 04.08.2025 and submit the same an or before 17:00 hrs. of 08.08.2025.

For details, visit www.wbsedd.in

ICA- T16512{3}/2025

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
KELO PROJECT SURVEY DIVISION
RAIGARH, DISTT. - RAIGARH (C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

eProcurement Portal : https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to

20.08.2025, at 17.30 Hour.

NIT No. &
Date

System
Tender
No.

Name of Work

Probable | Tender
amount of| Call

contract
(in Lakhs)

01/SAC/
2025-26

172794

CONSTRUCTION OF
PIPE CROSSING (SUPER

39.18 | First

Call

Dtd :
30.07.2025

PASSAGE) AT RD 8310
M., 8540 M. AND 9300 M.
OF MAIN CANAL KELO
PROJECT RAIGARH (CG)

172797 | 02/SAC/
2025-26
Dtd :

30.07.2025

PROTECTION WORK OF
KELO MAIN CANAL RIGHT
FLANK BETWEEN RD
1627.50 M. TO 1777.50 M.,
RIGHT FLANK RD 3560 M.
TO 3600 M. & LEFT FLANK
RD 3555 M. TO 3575 M.

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from
the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated e-Procurement Portal
(https://feproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 06.08.2025, at 17.31
Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note : All eligible/intrested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://eproc.
cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific vendor class from
PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier Registration in order to
download the tender documents and participate in the subsequent

bidding process.

Other terms and condition of this tender visit WRD website
https:/leproc.cgstate.gov.in under Live Tender available.

G-252602528/4

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

KELO PROJECT SURVEY DIVISION
RAIGARH , DISTT, RAIGARH (C.G.)
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BJP has never stayed silent on
Prajwal rape case: Union min

HTC and agencies

let ters@hindustantimes.com

HUBBALLI: Union minister
Pralhad Joshi on Sunday said
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) was never silent on
former JD(S) MP Prajwal
Revanna, who got life impris-
onment in a rape case, noting
that the party has always main-
tained that whoever commits a
crime should be punished.

“There is a law in the coun-
try and whoever has done mis-
take or has committed crime,
the court has examined and
court has given the verdict. It
has to be accepted by every-
body,” he said.

When he was told that Con-
gress leaders were alleging that
the BJP was keeping mum on
the issue because of its alliance
with the JD(S), he said, “Where
have we kept mum and why we
have to keep mum? I have
already spoken on it. If some-
body does something wrong he
has to face action.”

Joshi's comments come a
day after Revanna was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for
raping a 48-year-old woman,
who was employed as a domes-
tic worker at his family's Has-
san farmhouse.

Prahlad Joshi

The court had, on August 1,
convicted the 34-year-old
grandson of former Prime Min-
ister and JD(S) patriarch HD
Deve Gowda in one of the four
sexual abuse and rape cases
against him.

Forensics, testimony
helped secure conviction
According to officials from the
special investigation team (SIT)
of Karnataka Police, which
probed the case, and the court’s
order, investigators secured
Revanna's conviction using
forensics and the rape survi-
vor's testimony despite the
absence of direct visual proof
linking him to the incident.
“The survivor stood like a
rock. The defence tried every
possible way to derail the pro-
ceedings, but she never

wavered even during gruelling
eight hour cross examina-
tions,” SIT chief BK Singh said,
adding the survivor was “fun-
damental to the case and trial.”.

The video evidence in the
case showed only the survivor,
and Revanna’s face was not vis-
ible.

To establish his identity, the
SIT turned to forensic studies
from Turkey and Japan that
describe how physical charac-
teristics of hands and genitals
can be matched to confirm a
suspect’s involvement. “This
method is commonly used in
cases involving child abuse vid-
eos where the offender is not
fully visible,” said an officer
involved in the probe on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Upon his arrest in May 2024,
Revanna allowed general medi-
cal tests but refused to have
images of his body taken.

Once judicial permission
was granted, doctors photo-
graphed him. Investigators
found ten identifiable marks on
his body that matched those in
the video, a senior SIT official
said on anonymity.

A voice sample was also
matched to the audio heard in
the recording, the official
added.

ASSAM MAN DIES
AFTER BEING
‘BEATEN UP’ BY
BSF PERSONNEL

NEW DELHI: A 30-year-old man
died after allegedly being beaten
up by Border Security Force
(BSF) personnel in Cachar dis-
trict of Assam, triggering pro-
tests by locals, an official said
on Sunday.

The incident took place on
Friday night near the India-
Bangladesh border in Katigo-
rah, and the man succumbed to
his injuries at a hospital on Sat-
urday, the official was quoted as
saying by news agency PTL

“An allegation against BSF
was raised that a youth, identi-
fied as Nirmol Namasudra, of
Amtoli village in the border
area, died on Saturday after
being severely beaten up by a
few BSF jawans a day ago. The
BSF personnel took him to a
local hospital on Friday night,”
the official said on anonymity.
“Although the administration
took some steps to control the
situation in Katigorah, tension
prevailed with locals assem-
bling at the circle office and
demanding the arrest of the BSF
personnel.”

He, however, said no com-
plaint has been filed by the fam-
ily of the deceased and no case
has been registered yet. The BSF
could not be reached for com-
ment on the allegation. PTI

Uinhustan Tinies
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Mount Abu Public School
Celebrates
Annual Appreciation Day 2025

!
A rau-l_;.s [ 25
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Mount Abu Public School, SEctur 5, Rohini, celebrated its
Annual Appreciation Day 2025 with great pride at the auditorium

of Shaheed Sukhdev College of Business Studies. The event
honoured student excellence across academics, innovation, arts,
sports, and global exchange. Ravindra Indraraj Singh. Hon'ble
Minister of Social Welfare, SC & ST Welfare, Cooperative and
Election, Govt. of NCT Delhi, graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
Applauding the school’s dedication to value-based education, he
remarked. “Every sincere effort, when rooted in dedication, creates
lasting impact.”” Awardees received trophies, certificates, and
saplings under the “"Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam" initiative—promoting
environmental sensitivity in alignment with Hon’ble PM Narendra
Modi vision of sustainable living. Principal Dr. Jyoti Arora
highlighted the school’s holistic approach, encompassing
international collaborations. innovation, health campaigns, and
character building. She thanked parents for their continued support
in shaping responsible global citizens. The celebration was a
vibrant reflection of Mount Abu School’s commitment to
excellence, empathy, and environmental stewardship.

{ INBID TO OUST MUSLIM HEADMASTER }

3 held for poisoning water in K’taka school

Hirekop Rajan Samuel

letters@hindustantimes.com

BELAGAVI: Three people, includ-
ing the leader of a Hindu right-
wing group, have been arrested
for allegedly poisoning the
drinking water tank of a govern-
ment school in Belagavi district
of Karnataka in an effort to oust
the school’'s Muslim headmaster,
officials said.

The incident came to light on
July 20 when 11 students from
the Kannada medium govern-
ment school in Hullikatti village
of Belagavi fell ill and were hos-
pitalised. During a probe into the
matter, it came to light that pes-
ticide was mixed with the
school’s drinking water tank,
police said.

On August 1, three people,
identified as Sagar Patil, Krishna
Madar, and Magangouda Patil,

POLICE SAID THE
THREE ACCUSED
INTENDED TO
MPLICATE THE
HEADMASTER BY
CAUSING A HEALTH
CRISIS AMONG
STUDENTS

were detained by police. During
interrogation, the accused con-
fessed to plotting a conspiracy to
contaminate the school’s drink-
ing water supply in an effort to
transfer the school’s Muslim
headmaster.

Belagavi superintendent of
police (SP) Bhimashankar Guled
said the accused intended to
implicate the headmaster by
causing a health crisis among
students. "Sagar Patil, the Sava-

datti taluk president of (Hindu
right-wing group) Sri Ram Sena,
wanted the Muslim headmaster
to face serious charges leading to
his transfer,” Guled said at a
press conference on Saturday.

According to Guled, the three
accused allegedly purchased
pesticide from a shop in Muna-
valli village on July 18. To exe-
cute the plan, the accused roped
in a student related to Patil and
offered him 500 and snacks to
mix the pesticide into the
school’s water tank.

To prevent the child from
identifying the substance, the
pesticide was transferred into a
plastic soft drink bottle. After
mixing it into the tank, the boy
discarded the bottle nearby, the
SP said, adding that the bottle
was a key piece of evidence that
helped investigators uncover the
crime,

Police then traced the pesti-
cide back to the point of pur-
chase and, based on the shop-
keeper's account, detained the
three accused. During interroga-
tion, they confessed to the con-
spiracy and were arrested, Guled
said.

The accused have been
booked under section 123 (caus-
ing hurt by means of poison) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), and have since been
remanded to judicial custody.

Karnataka chief minister Sid-
daramaiah condemned the inci-
dent, describing it as a “heinous
act” rooted in communal hatred.

In a post on X, he said, “Reli-
gious fundamentalism and com-
munal hatred can lead to hei-
nous acts, and this incident,
which could have resulted in the
massacre of innocent children, is
a testament to that.”

Modern School, Vasant Vihar Launches
Coffee Table Book ‘Heritage to Horizon:
19‘?5 to 2025 and Beyond’

As part of its historic
Golden Jubilee
celebrations, Modern
% School. Vasant Vihar
- 8 launched a landmark
== coffee table book
‘Heritage to Horizon:
1975 to 2025 and
. spag Beyond®  chronicling
L WL =S the llustrious S0-year

s ) | journey of academic
= excellence. innovation.
and transformative education. This meticulously curated
publication serves as a testament to the school’s enduring legacy
since its establishment in 1975, Through nostalgic visuals,
archival photographs, and compelling narratives, the book
captures the evolution of the institution — tracing its rise from a
visionary foundation to becoming one of the capital’s premier
centres of learning. The unveiling ceremony was attended by
Members, Board of Trustees. Modern Schools, Members,
Managing Committees, eminent alumni, dignitaries, former and
present faculty members, and distinguished guests. all of whom
have played a pivotal role in shaping the school’s remarkable
trajectory. The book captures not only the milestones and
memories that define Modern School, Vasant Vihar, but also the
ideals and values that continue to guide its path forward. This

commemorative volume stands as a tribute to generations of
E-‘ g Students, educators, and visionaries who have

! contributed to the school’s unparalleled legacy. It

,E'E!@ 5 is both a celebration of the past and an inspiration

I_| for the future.
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Springdales School, Pusa Road Opens Annual
Knﬂwledgel_Week w1th HT Lit Fest Preview
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annual

Springdales Schmi,
Knowledge Week for the students from Nursery to Std XIL In
collaboration with Hindustan Times, the event was also marked by
celebrating the Annual Literature Fest. The theme for this year
“Beyond Boundaries: Exploring. Engaging and Innovating™ would
be reflected in various workshops and activities during the entire
week emphasizing the spirit of discovery and progress that

inaugurated their

transcends boundaries through curiosity, collaboration, and
creativity. Principal, Dr. Mala Gupta and the renowned author
Sutapa Basu inaugurated the celebratory week by lighting the lamp
and the opening of the book of knowledge as the choir rendered a
soulful invocation. Students responded with enthusiasm. Aashvi
Lall, Class 6, shared. “Writing needs time and hard work. Commit
vourself and work towards it.” Class 12 student Yug Dargan
reflected, “As a new author, it's reassuring to know that the
mistakes I make are common—even seasoned writers go through
them.” The keynote speaker Basu spoke about the importance of
reading and connected with the students through her pertinent
speech. Principal. Dr. Mala Gupta praised the story writing efforts
of the students under the guidance of Sutapa Basu and urged
students to reflect., celebrate, and engage meaningfully. Basu
shared with the audience vital techniques of story-telling. "When
we discussed techniques of writing such as plot, character, setting
or conflict, I could see the participants’ imaginations working
double time. They were already creating stories in their minds. 1
suppose that is the reason so many wonderful plot ideas were
submitted by them for the Story Contest.' This was more than a
story writing session; it was a session on “The Art of Writing
Stories’.

KIIT World School, Delhi Presents Research
Papers at CBSE STEM DLD Wnrkshnp

§ WOHRKREHINE STEM-

Thr&:e teachers from K-IIT World School, Dﬂlhl, preaentﬂd their
research papers at the CBSE STEM DLD Workshop held at K-IIT
World School, Sohna Road. The workshop served as an excellent
plattorm for educators and researchers to come together, exchange
ideas, and explore new developments in education and technology.
The teachers shared their work on three significant themes: Al for
Social Good, Design Thinking, and Al in Mathematics. Each
presentation highlighted practical ways to make learning more
relevant, creative, and impactful for students. The paper on Al for
Social Good explored how artificial intelligence can be used to
address social challenges and contribute positively to communities.
The session on Design Thinking emphasised the importance of a
human-centred. solution-focused approach to problem-solving in
classrooms. Meanwhile, the presentation on Al in Mathematics
discussed methods to make mathematical concepts more engaging
and accessible through the use of AL It also reflects their
dedication to preparing students for an ever-changing world by
staying updated with the latest educational practices.
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a chance to win incredible prizes.

Chance to Get
Featured in HT

GIVE YOUR CHILD THE
BIGGEST STAGE TO EXPRESS

Calling young wordsmiths from classes 3 to 12 across India to express
through poetry, storytelling & spoken word.
Encourage your child to participate & unleash the power of words to stand

~ EXTRAORDINARY PRIZES AWAIT <

B

Cash Prizes
worth 12 Lakh”

Participation
Certificates

Scan to participate.
199 per entry.
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{ OUR TAKE }

The measure
of justice

Time-bound probe and completion of trial, as
in the Prajwal Revanna rape case, is essential
to build trust in the rule of law

he conviction and sentencing of Prajwal
Revanna, a former Member of Parliament (MP)
and the scion of a powerful political family in
Karnataka, is significant for multiple reasons.
First, the life sentence in the first of the four rape and
sexual harassment cases against Prajwal Revanna,
whose grandfather wasa former PM, the fathera
former senior minister in Karnataka, and an uncle
multiple times the CM of Karnataka, will, hopefully,
send out a strong message to the powerful and
influential in society that no one is above the law, and
that the law will catch up with the guilty at some point
in time. Prajwal Revanna, 34, has been convicted of
raping a maid employed at his family residence
multiple times, recording the act,and then
blackmailing her with the videos. His immediate
family, including his mother, has been accused of
kidnapping the woman who chose to call out the young
politician’s crimes. The woman deposed before police
under enormous pressure, including alleged threats to
life, and courageously stuck to her deposition in court.
Second, the probe and trial were completed in just
over a year after the woman filed her complaint. Sure,
the matter was heard by a special sessions court set up
to hear complaints against former and present
legislators, as mandated by the Supreme Court. Time-
bound probe and a speedy trial — proceedings were
held uninterrupted, unlikely in most proceedings that
get endlessly delayed due to frequent interruptions and
postponements —can help avoid problems such as
probe documents disappearing and witnesses turning
hostile, especially when the accused are wealthyand
powerful individuals, and offer closure to victims.
Three, delayed and prolonged trials increase the cost
of justice, and the process becomes a punishment for
the complainants, especially when the latter come
from the underprivileged sections of society, as in the
Prajwal Revanna case. We regularly witness cases
collapse in courts, including in sensational terror
cases, when investigators fail to secure crucial
documents and records, and witnesses refuse to back
their previous testimonies, as trials crawl for years. The
forensics and other evidence gathered against Prajwal
Revanna will be contested in higher courts. Buta
beginning has been made, which will assure the
complainants in other cases too —trials are still to
begin in two other rape cases — that they can trust the
process and the system. That is no small victory for the
rule oflaw —and the law-abiding citizen.

Making school fee
regulation work

elhi’s draft legislation to regulate fees charged by
D private unaided schools is a recognition of some

realities of the school education landscape in the
national capital. First, given private unaided schools’
share of student strength (almost 40%, as per UDISE+
data), they are a critical pillar of school education in the
national capital territory (NCT). So, some degree of
oversight is needed. Second, grievances around fee-
setting and hikes have found groundswell over the past
fewyears, making policy intervention by the
government necessary. Claims of arbitrariness in these
decisions came against the backdrop of 15-18% annual
hikes announced by some schools charging six-figure
fees. Defined metrics for deciding fees, along with a
rulebook on compliance and penalty —as prescribed
by the Bill —could help address the issue. And third,
there wasa need for parent participation in fee
decisions so that the concerns of this stakeholder group
don’t go unheard and unheeded. The Bill provides for
parents’ representation in the fee committees —in the
first twotiers of a three-tiered system.

The proposed regime must ensure itdoesn’t curtail
schools’ autonomy to the extent that it significantly
impacts their operations. The criticism of the
proposed 15% threshold for impacted parent numbers
when it comes to challenging a school-level fee
committee decision needs to be weighed against this
tenet. The concerns of both parties — parents and
school management— have to be heard. Itis only a
robust government school system — in terms of
density, enrolment, outcomes delivered, student
diversity, and teacher/pedagogy quality —that can
bring about this balance. Private schools have to be an
option available to students, not the only alternative
to underperforming government schools.
Competition in education must include public
schools also to check the tendency for profiteering.

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

When politics reeks of
bitterness, mlsconduct

From events in Parliament
to the ruckus over the
Election Commission’s

actions, there are reasons
to worry

leven days from now,
India will be celebrating
its 78th Independence
Day. Eight decades is a
long enough time to take
stock of our democracy
and polity. Are we moving in the
right direction? Are today’s politi-
cians working towards strengthening
our democracy as envisioned by the
founding fathers of the Republic?
What better way to celebrate the
approaching Independence Day than
to seek answers to these probing que-
ries?
Let’s address the first question.
Have a look at the debate over
Operation Sindoor. Indians were
hoping for the ruling party to put all
the facts in the public domain while
the Opposition would articulate its
criticism and chip in with construct-
ive suggestions. However, what
unfolded was completely different.
The Opposition got a fair chance to
put their views forward in both
houses. The ruling dispensation
showcased all their facts, but the
entire exercise fell far short of clear-
ing the doubts assailing the minds of

the citizens. We, as citizens, have
some basic expectations from our
Parliament. It should not be reduced
to an arena of vote politics. Unfortu-
nately, that's become the norm now.
I have been a student of parliamen-
tary debates. Our politics has been
steadily degenerating. Bitterness has
seeped into it, and politicians speak
irresponsibly. Political parties of
every hue are equally responsible for
it.

Even before the debate started, the
first week of the monsoon ses-
sion was a wash-out due to vice-pres-
ident Jagdeep Dhankhar's surprise
resignation. The media corridors
were rattled by Dhankhar’s resigna-
tion bomb at the end of the first day
of the monsoon session.

Political developments that day
unfolded like a suspense thriller. No
one could figure out the climax till
the very end. In the morning, he
came as usual to the Rajya Sabha,
conducted its proceedings, and met
leaders from the treasury benches
and the Opposition. In the afternoon,
he met BJP president JP Nadda and
parliamentary affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju. It seems the talks couldn’t be
concluded, so another meeting was
convened in the evening. Nadda and
Rijiju didn't attend, but the minister
of State for parliamentary affairs, L
Murugan, was present. What tran-
spired in the afternoon meeting?
Why didn't the senior minis-

ters attend the evening meeting? Was
there any difference of opinion
between them and Dhankhar? Did
the vice-president resign on his own?
Or was he forced to quit? What will
Dhankhar’s next move be? Will he
follow in the footsteps of former
Jammu and Kashmir governor Satya
Pal Malik? Or will he quietly bow
out?

Queries, conjectures, and con-
cerns remain. It seems we are turn-
ing into a democracy that’s bogged
down in a maze of uncertain, dubi-
ous, and unnecessary debates.
Dhankhar came into the limelight
when he was made the governor of
West Bengal. From the moment he
entered the Raj Bhawan, he trained
his guns on the chief minister,
Mamata Banerjee. His words and
deeds didn't go down well with those
who preferred political propriety.
This was the reason when he was
made the vice-president, his detract-
ors thought he had been rewarded
for what he did in West Bengal, as
Banerjee is considered the BJP’s
prime foe.

As vice-president, it was his
responsibility to conduct Rajya
Sabha proceedings fairly and impar-
tially. The way he conducted the pro-
ceedings in his early days raised
many eyebrows. Accusations were
levelled against him, but he was
unfazed. Those opposed to the BJP
said he was doing all this as he had

We, as citizens, have some basic expectatiﬂns frunl our Parliament. It

should not be reduced to an arena of vote politics.

an eye on the President’s post. Ini-
tially, people were surprised by his
sudden exit, but there's very little
sympathy for him now.

Unfortunately, such unpleasant
incidents are growing. Look at the
recently concluded session of the
Bihar Assembly. It was the last ses-
sion of the current term, a time to say
polite goodbyes and warm wishes for
the journey ahead. But it too degen-
erated into a mudslinging fest pep-
pered with debased language, creat-
ing situations where it felt as if the
leaders would come to blows. Bihar
will go to the polls later this year,
and the elections may turn into an
ugly battle of bitterness and allega-
tions.

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) undertook a special intensive
revision of the electoral roll. The
Opposition alleges it’s a conspiracy to
delete their voters from the list. The
ECldidn't budge. Chief election com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar curtly
retorted: Should the ECI list the dead
and foreigners in the roll? The
Supreme Court also questioned the
timing of the revision. The Opposi-
tion had alleged something com-
pletely ditferent during the Maha-
rashtra assembly elections. It's not
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clear who's right or wrong, but it's
clear that those gracing constitu-
tional posts are more interested in
confrontation than building consen-
SUS.

Let’s address the second question.
Are we heading in the right direc-
tion? At a time of ever-expanding
hate and the normalisation of
debased language and political mis-
conduct, it would be tough to suggest
that our journey ahead will be
smooth.

Political parties have devoted dec-
ades to creating linguistic, regional
and social divides instead of bridging
them. They have conveniently forgot-
ten that the growing divides can
drown them as well. Dhankhar is
only its latest victim.

Let’s address the third question.
The future is shaped by the
present; the actions of today build
the foundations of a new order.
That’s the law of nature. If so, can
anyone bet confidently on the future
when the present is roiled by discon-
tent, inconsistency, incongruity and
apprehension?

Shashi Shekhar is the editor-in-chief,
Hindustan. The views expressed
are personal.

{ GRAND STRATEGY }
Happymon Jacob

Misunderstanding India’s
advocacy for multipolarity

growing number of liberal Ameri-

can geopolitical analysts and

Donald Trump, whom they despise,

have a few things in common —
they are opposed to India’s relationship
with Russia, its association with Brics, and
advocacy for multipolarity. Trump'’s criti-
cism of India is sharp and direct, of course.
The Trump presidency will end in
another three-and-a-half years, but this rare
consensus in Washington DC, on India’s
search for multipolarity will remain. This is
something, therefore, Indian strategic
thinkers must reflect on. Put differently,
with or without Trump around, India’s
advocacy for multipolarity will continue to
haunt New Delhi, particularly given the
structural transformations underway in the
international system today.

Let’s begin by unpacking some important
aspects of multipolarity, given its many lay-
ers of complexity and ambiguity. First, not-
withstanding the general perception about
the virtues of multipolarity, it is becoming
somewhat clear that a multipolar world is
not as pretty as we had imagined it to be.
Even the imperfect multipolarity that we
have today — with poles of various sizes and
influence competing for power — seems
messy, incoherent, confusing and hard to
navigate. If this is what a system that is
not even really multipolar looks like, what
will a true multipolar system look like?

Second, notwithstanding the messy
nature of the quasi-multipolar order today,
New Delhi remains committed to a multipo-
lar world. The desire for multipolarity is
deeply entrenched in India’s tradition of
non-alignment, which is one of the first
principles of Indian foreign policy. When
faced with a difficult choice, the first strate-
gic instinct of political New Delhi is to be
non-aligned, neutral, and multi-aligned.
Mostly in that order. I would not view that
as strategic escapism. It is very much part of
the DNA of Indian foreign policy. It would
also be wrong to mistake non-alignment (or
a variation thereof) as not valuing friend-
ships, loyalty or solidarity: In fact, India’s
foreign policy history is rich with examples
of friendships, loyalty and solidarity. In that
sense, India’s foreign policy is not about
indecision; it's a constant search for auton-
omy, balance and agency. This is where the
country’s fascination with a multipolar
world becomes crucial, for there is no genu-
ine autonomy, balance and agency in world
affairs without true multipolarity.

Third, India’s complaints about Ameri-
can unipolarity are on a steady decline, even
as the rhetoric remains. It would be a mis-
take, however, to view New Delhi’s rhetoric
against unipolarity as merely, or primarily,
directed against the US because today, New
Delhi is less anxious about America’s global
unipolarity than a potential Chinese unipo-
larity in Asia.

While America’s declining global unipo-
larity is mostly a theoretical concern for New
Delhi, the prospect of a China-led unipolar
Asia is the true source of anxiety. In that
sense, New Delhi’s desire for multipolarity is
also an attempt at ensuring the absence of a
unipolar (China-dominated) Asia. Therefore,

even if New Delhi is more focused on coun-
tering Chinese unipolarity in Asia rather than
US unipolarity globally, opposing regional
unipolarity without opposing global unipo-
larity will ring hollow.

There are two reasons why New Delhi
would be concerned about China’s unipolarity
in Asia. One, this could mean that China might
set the rules of geopolitical engagement in
Asia. Once much of Asia falls under China's
influence, it will be harder for New Delhi to
push back Chinese hegemony. Two, a rise of
Chinese unipolarity in Asia might prompt the
US to think of accommodating China ina G2
format, especially if the American nativist and
isolationist tendencies persist.

In an ideal world, New Delhi’s articula-
tions must make a clear distinction between
American unipolarity and Chinese attempts
at unipolarity in Asia, but doing so is not
easy for a variety of reasons, including that
New Delhi continues to resist aspects of
American unipolarity and is not yet willing
to acknowledge the possibility of Chinese
unipolarity in Asia.

But New Delhi’s rhetoric against Ameri-
can unipolarity and hegemony, without
openly resisting the growing Chinese
regional hegemony or a potentially unipolar
Asia, could have unintended consequences.

Some US administrations, especially the
current one, might interpret India’s rhetoric
against American unipolarity as personal
rather than an academic exercise, for the
most part. This could prompt an unhappy
Washington to undercut India’s geopolitical
standing in the region, thereby indirectly
aiding China’s attempts at regional hegem-
ony.

This creates a paradox: India aims to
counter Chinese unipolarity in Asia by pro-
moting global multipolarity, which annoys
the US, prompting it to marginalise India in
the region, thereby ultimately aiding Bei-
jing’s efforts to establish hegemony in Asia.

New Delhi’s rhetoric against American
unipolarity and hegemony could also
prompt the US, which is losing influence in
various parts of the world, to seek ways of
strengthening its influence in spaces where
it can — this could lead to accepting Chinese
unipolarity in Asia.

More so, if the US reacts negatively
towards India, as it is doing now, it could
create a fertile ground for China and Russia
to fan the Indian rhetoric against the US,
encourage India to proactively participate in
forums and arrangements aimed at under-
mining US unipolarity, and generate confu-
sion within India’s strategic community
about the true motives behind India’s multi-
polarity rhetoric. All of this will further
drive the geopolitical wedge between New
Delhi and Washington DC.

There is no easy way out. New Delhi will
need to have a lot more conversations and
build trust with the US. That is not easy
when a president like Trump occupies the
White House.

Happymon Jacob is the founder and director of
the Council for Strategic and Defense Research

and the editor of INDIA’S WORLD magazine. The
views expressed are personal.
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Attacks on Indian migrants
are against Ireland’s values

ndia and Ireland share deep historical
and cultural roots that have allowed our
two countries, despite our vastly differ-

ent sizes, to form close and enduring
bonds. Today, India and Ireland share a rela-
tionship built on shared values and strong
educational and economic ties. Central to
this are the tens of thousands of Indian
nationals who call Ireland home. Outside of
citizens from the UK or EU, Indians account
for the largest migrant population in Ireland.
The Indian community is an integral and
valued part of Irish society. Indians living in
Ireland are contributing immensely to our
economy, our education and health care sec-
tors, our research institutions, and our cul-
tural life. From IT professionals and
scientists, to doctors, nurses, stu-
dents and entrepreneurs, Indians
are helping to shape our present
and our future. Their contribution
is not only recognised — it is appre-

ciated and celebrated. Ki n
Kelly

That is why Ireland has been so
stunned by a number of recent

who the Irish are as a people or as a country.

Following a recent assault on an Indian
man in the Dublin suburb of Tallaght, the
local community responded by holding a
rally attended by hundreds of people show-
ing their solidarity with their Indian neigh-
bours.

Shamrock Rovers, Ireland’s largest and
most successful football club, invited mem-
bers of the Indian community as special
guests to their UEFA Conference League
match at Tallaght Stadium. This initiative
sent a strong, unambiguous message: Hate
has no home in Ireland. The gesture by
Shamrock Rovers embodied the Ireland we
know — a country rooted in decency, open-
ness and respect.

Ireland has long been a nation
shaped by migration. Five million
people live in Ireland, but around
the world, 70 million people claim
Irish heritage. We are a migrant
nation. This history has made us
deeply aware of the immigrant
experience and instilled in us a last-

assaults on Indians living in Dublin,

ing commitment to inclusion and

our capital city. These assaults have

been widely reported, both in Ireland and
India, and have rightly caused deep concern
across both our nations.

As Ireland's ambassador to India, [ wish to
express our strongest condemnation of these
appalling and senseless acts.

These attacks — carried out by a small
number of young people fuelled by misinfor-
mation — are deeply at odds with the values
of the Irish people. I understand that each
incident reported to Ireland’s national police
service is being investigated rigorously, with
aview to apprehending the perpetrators and
ensuring that justice will be served for the
victims.

The Irish embassy in New Delhi and the
Irish foreign ministry in Dublin are in
close and continuous contact with the Indian
embassy in Dublin to share updates and
express our support for affected individuals.
We understand the anxiety and concern that
these recent incidents have caused, both
among Indians living in Ireland and their
families back home in India. We are taking
this matter with the utmost seriousness.

These mindless actions could not be fur-
ther from the values Ireland holds dear. They
have generated widespread outrage across
Irish society. They are not representative of

empathy.

We are proud of the growing Indian dias-
pora in Ireland and want to see them live in
safety, prosperity, and with a sense of
belonging, That is, I strongly believe, the
experience of the overwhelming number of
migrants, from India and elsewhere, in Ire-
land.

Ireland has long prided itself on its warm
welcome and hospitality. The overwhelming
majority of Irish people welcome migrants
into their society, workplaces, and homes.
The emergence over recent years of a tiny —
but sadly vocal — anti-immigrant movement,
largely fuelled by online misinformation, is
a new phenomenon for us. We are grappling
with it. Thankfully, the vast majority of peo-
ple utterly reject their attempts to sow divi-
sion. There is virtually no public support for
their manifesto of hate.

The hateful actions of a few must never
overshadow the goodwill of the many. Let us
not allow the voices of division to drown out
the voices of friendship, solidarity and
respect. The people of Ireland stand with the
Indian community and will continue to
stand firmly against racism in all its forms.

Kevin Kelly is Ireland’s ambassador to India.
The views expressed are personal.
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Crimes against humanity:
Tribunal starts Hasina trial

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA: Bangladesh’'s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal (ICT) on
Sunday commenced the trial of
deposed Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in absentia over crimes
against humanity related to the
violent suppression of the 2024
student-led protests.

According to a UN rights
office report, up to 1,400 people
were killed between July 15 and
August 15 last year as Hasina's
government ordered a security
crackdown on protesters.

The interim government-ap-
pointed chief prosecutor, Tajul
Islam, in his opening statement,
described Hasina as the “nucleus
of all crimes” and called for the
maximum penalty. The prosecu-
tion also named Hasina's two top
aides — former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal and
former Inspector General of
Police Chowdhury Abdullaah Al
Mamun — as the co-accused in
the case.

The ICT commenced the pro-
ceedings against Hasina on sev-
eral charges, with the major one
being Killings and tortures to
tame last year’'s Students
Against Discrimination
(SAD)-led violent street cam-
paign that eventually toppled
her Awami League government
on August 5, 2024,

While

absentia, Mamun is in |
custody and has agreed
to be the "approver” in
the case.

Hasina and >
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Anti-government protesters display Bangladesh’s national flag as they storm Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s palace in Dhaka on August 5, 2024.

protests and eyewitnesses to the
violence in the coming days.

First witness testifies

The first witness, among the 11

cases that the prosecution is

expected to present to the court,

was Khokon Chandra Barman,

whose story reflects the vio-

lence of the protests.

The 23-year-old wears a mask
to conceal his face, which

~. - was ripped apart by

gunshot during the
" culmination of the
protests on August
5, 2024, the same
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testers who sacrificed their
lives,” he told the court.

Barman lost his left eye, while
his right eye was damaged, as
well as his lips, nose and teeth. A
video showing Barman'’s blood-
covered face was played in court,
with the opening statementsaired
on the state-run broadcaster.

Attorney General Md Asaduz-
zaman said he wanted a “fair
trial”, speaking to reporters out-
side the court. “People were killed
and maimed — we demand the
highest punishment for the
crimes committed,” Asaduzza-
man said.

Amir Hossain, the state-ap-
pointed lawyer for Hasina, noted
that Barman was shotduring the
chaotic final day of the weeks-
long protests. He pointed out that
several police officers were also
killed in clashes with protesters

AFP

and it was “unclear who actually
shot Barman”.

Hasina fled Bangladesh on
August 5 last year amid escalating
unrest and is currently residing in
India. Former home minister
Kamal reportedly too later took
refuge in the neighbouring coun-
try. The interim government led
by Muhammad Yunus has sought
Hasina's extradition, but India
has yet to respond to the request.

The ICT, originally established
to prosecute war crimes from
Bangladesh's 1971 Liberation War,
indicted Hasina, Kamal, and
Mamun on July 10.

Last month, Hasina was also
sentenced to six months in
prison in absentia in a contempt
of court case by the ICT. It
marked the first time that the
77-year-old Awami League
leader has been sentenced in

any case since she left office in
August last year.

Rallies held ahead of 1st
anniversary of uprising
Activists of the National Citizen
Party (NCP) and the BNP’s stu-
dent wing held separate rallies
in Bangladesh on Sunday ahead
of the first anniversary of the
“July Uprising” that toppled the
Sheikh Hasina-led government
on August 5 last year.

The newly-floated National
Citizen Party (NCP) unveiled the
party’s 24-point manifesto dur-
ing its rally in Dhaka’'s Central
Shaheed Minar. The NCP is a
major offshoot of Students
Against Discrimination (SAD),
which led last year’s violent
campaign to oust Hasina's
Awami League regime.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), called first-time
voters to cast their inaugural
ballots in favour of the party
during its rally in Dhaka’s Shah-
bagh area.

Both groups said their rallies
marked the first anniversary of
the so-called “July Uprising”,
which led to the ouster of the
government led by 77-year-old
Hasina on August 5, 2024, forc-
ing her to flee to India.

They, however, agreed to
shift the site and time of their
respective, near-simultaneous
rallies to prevent overlapping or
possible clashes.

Law enforcement agencies
also enforced a strict vigil and
deployed additional forces.

NCP Convener Nahid Islam
unveiled the party's 24-point
manifesto, which calls for “New
Bangladesh”, the formation of a
“Second Republic” and the
adoption of a new Constitution.

Trump taritf rates unlikely
to change: US trade adviser

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: New US tariff
rates are “pretty much set” with
little immediate room for nego-
tiation, Donald Trump's trade
adviser said in remarks aired on
Sunday, also defending the pres-
ident’s politically driven levies
against Brazil.

Trump, who has wielded tar-
iffs as a tool of American eco-
nomic might, has set tariff rates
for dozens of economies includ-
ing the European Union at
between 10 and 41% come
August 7, his new hard deadline
for the duties.

In a pre-taped interview
broadcast on Sunday on CBS’s
“Face the Nation”, US Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer
said “the coming days” are not
likely to see changes in the tariff
rates.

“A lot of these are set rates
pursuant to deals. Some of these
deals are announced, some are

Jamieson Greer AFP

not, others depend on the level
of the trade deficit or surplus we
may have with the country,”
Greer said. “These tariff rates
are pretty much set.”

Undoubtedly some trade
ministers “want to talk more
and see how they can workina
different way with the United
States”, he added. But "weTe
seeing truly the contours of the
president’s tariff plan right now
with these rates”.

Last Thursday, Trump
announced hiked tariff rates on
dozens of US trade partners.

They will kickin on August 7
instead of August 1, which had
previously been touted as a hard
deadline.

Among the countries facing
steep new levies is Brazil. South
America’s largest economy is
being hit with 50% tariffs on
exports to the United States —
albeit with significant exemp-
tions for key products such as
aircraft and orange juice.

Trump has openly admitted
he is punishing Brazil for prose-
cuting his political ally Jair Bol-
sonaro, the ex-president
accused of plotting a coup in a
bid to cling to power. The US
president has described the case
as a “witch hunt.”

Greer said it was not unusual
for Trump to use tariff tools for
geopolitical purposes. "The
president has seen in Brazil, like
he’s seen in other countries, a
misuse of law, a misuse of
democracy,” Greer told CBS. "It
is normal to use these tools for
geopolitical issues.”

4 DIE AS SECTARIAN
CLASHES FLARE UP
AGAIN IN SYRIA

DAMASCUS: Renewed sectarian
clashes in southern Syria’s
Druze-majority Sweida prov-
ince killed at least four people
on Sunday, a war monitor said,
in the first deadly incident since
a ceasefire last month.

The province witnessed
deadly clashes between Druze
fighters and Sunni Bedouins in
July that drew the intervention
of government forces and tribal
lighters who came to support
the Bedouins.

A ceasefire put an end to the
week of bloodshed — which
killed 1,400 people, according to
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights — but the situa-
tion remained tense, flaring into
violence again on Sunday. AFp

EU, FRANCE AND
GERMANY SLAM
HOSTAGE VIDEOS
RELEASED BY HAMAS

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: The European Union
(EU), France and Germany on
Sunday condemned Hamas's
videos of two emaciated Israeli
hostages held in Gaza, with
leaders insisting the Palestinian
group must have no role in the
territory’s future.

Hamas and its Islamic Jihad
ally have recently released three
clips showing captives Rom
Braslavski and Evyatar David,
who were seized during the
October 7, 2023 attack on Israel
that triggered the war.

French President Emmanuel
Macron said the release showed
the Palestinian militant group’s
“inhumanity without bounds”
and “abject cruelty”.

Macron and German leader
Friedrich Merz said that Hamas
must have norole in ruling the
coastal strip once the war ends.

"We must have the total
demilitarisation of Hamas, its
complete exclusion from any
form of governance and the rec-
ognition of Israel by the state of
Palestine,” Macron said.

In the footage shared by the
Palestinian Islamist groups,
21-year-old Braslavski, a German-
Israeli, and 24-year-old David
both appear weak and malnour-
ished. The footage of David
showed him digging what he said
in the video was his own grave,
triggering particular outrage.

The European Union’s top
diplomat, Kaja Kallas, also con-
demned the videos as showing
Hamas's “barbarity”, insisting
the Islamist militants disarm
and release remaining hostages.

Ukraine’s foreign minister
Andriy Sybiha added his voice
to the outrage, insisting that
“Hamas's inhuman treatment of
the Israeli hostages deserves a
very strong condemnation”.

54 migrants die as
boat sinks off

Yemen's coast

ADEN: At least 54 migrants
died when a boat carrying
around 150 people sank off
Yemen's coast in bad
weather on Sunday, with
dozens still unaccounted
for, health officials said.
The boat capsized off the
Ahwar district in Yemen's
southern Abyan province
on the Arabian Sea, secu-
rity sources said.  REUTERS

HT

Israeli armed forces kill at least 23
Palestinians seeking food in Gaza

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com

GAZA STRIP: Israeli forces killed
at least 23 Palestinians seeking
food on Sunday in Gaza, accord-
ing to hospital officials and wit-
nesses, who described facing
gunfire as hungry crowds
surged around aid sites, as the
malnutrition-related death toll
also rose.

Desperation has gripped the
Palestinian territory of more
than 2 million, which experts
have warned is facing famine
because of Israel’s blockade and
nearly two-year offensive.

Yousef Abed, among the
crowds en route to a distribu-
tion point, described coming
under what he called indiscrim-
inate fire, seeing at least three
people bleeding on the ground.
“I couldn’t stop and help them
because of the bullets,” he said.

Southern Gaza's Nasser Hos-
pital said they received bodies
from routes to the sites, includ-
ing eight from Teina, about
three kilometres away from a
distribution site in Khan Younis,
which is operated by the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation
(GHF), the private US- and Isra-
eli-backed contractor that took
over aid distribution more than
two months ago.

The United Nations reported
859 people were killed near
GHEF sites from May 27 to July
3l and that hundreds more have
been slain along the routes of
UN-led food convoys.

The GHF launched in May as
Israel sought an alternative to
the UN-run system, which had
safely delivered aid for much of
the war but was accused by
Israel of allowing Hamas, which
guarded convoys early in the
war, to siphon supplies.

Pak, Iran agree to
boost trade volume

to $10bn annually
ISLAMABAD : Pakistan and
Iran on Sunday agreed to
enhance bilateral trade
volume to $10 billion from
the current $3 billion
annually as they signed 12
agreements and MoUs
after talks between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and the visiting Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian. PTI
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Israel has not offered evi-
dence of widespread theft. The
UN has denied it.

GHF says its armed contrac-
tors have only used pepper
spray or fired warning shots to
prevent deadly crowding.
Israel's military has said it only
fires warning shots as well.

Israel’s military did immedi-
ately responded to questions
about Sunday’s reported fatali-
ties. GHF's media office said
there was no gunfire “near or at
our sites”,
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Demonstrators, including WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange (centre, wearing red tie), cross the Sydney Harbour Bridge during a
pro-Palestinian rally against Israel’s actions and the ongoing food shortages in the Gaza Strip, in Sydney on Sunday.
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Six more die of hunger in Gaza

CAIRO: Six more people died of
starvation or malnutrition in
Gaza over the past 24 hours, its
health ministry said on Sunday
as Israel said it allowed a deliv-
ery of fuel to the enclave, in the
throes of a humanitarian disas-
ter after almost two years of
war. The new deaths raised the
toll of those dying from what
international humanitarian
agencies say may be an unfold-

ing famine to 175, including 93
children, since the war began,
the ministry said.

Egypt's state-affiliated Al
Qahera News TV said two trucks
carrying 107 tonnes of diesel
were set to enter Gaza, months
after Israel severely restricted aid
access to the enclave before eas-
ing it somewhat as starvation
began to spread.

COGAT, the Israeli military

agency that coordinates aid,
said later in the day that four
tankers of UN fuel had entered
to help in operations of hospi-
tals, bakeries, public kitchens
and other essential services.
Gaza’s health ministry has
said fuel shortages have
severely impaired hospital ser-
vices, forcing doctors to focus
on treating only critically ill or
injured patients. REUTERS

Far-Right minister prays at tlashpoint site

Agencies

letters@hindustantimes.com

GAZA STRIP: A far-Right Israeli
minister visited and prayed at
Jerusalem’s most sensitive holy
site on Sunday, triggering
regional condemnation and fears
that the provocative move could
further escalate tensions.

With Israel already facing
global criticism over famine-like
conditions in the besieged strip,
the visit by Itamar Ben-Gvir to the
hillside compound in east Jerusa-

lem threatened to further set
back efforts by international
mediators to halt Israel’s nearly
two-year military offensive in the
Gaza Strip. The area, which Jews
call the Temple Mount, is the
holiest site in Judaism and was
home to the ancient biblical tem-
ples. Muslims call the site the
Noble Sanctuary. Today it is
home to the Al Agsa Mosque, the
third-holiest site in Islam.

Visits are considered a provo-
cation across the Muslim world
and openly praying violates a

longstanding status quo at the
combustible site.

Under the status quo, Jews
have been allowed to tour the
site but are barred from pray-
ing, with Israeli police and
troops providing security. Isra-
eli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said after
Ben-Gvir’s visit that Israel
would not change the norms
governing the holy site.

During his visit to the hilltop
compound, Ben-Gvir called for
Israel to annex the Gaza Strip

and encourage Palestinians to
leave, reviving rhetoric that has
complicated negotiations to end
the war. Ben-Gvir's previous vis-
its to the site have been explosive
and prompted threats from Pal-
estinian militant groups.

His Sunday visit was swiftly
condemned as an incitement by
Palestinian leaders as well as
Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

Israel occupied and annexed
east Jerusalem in 1967, in a
move not recognised by much
of the international community.

Epstein’s former
girliriend shifted to
lexas prison camp

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Jeffrey Epstein’s
former girlfriend, Ghislaine
Maxwell, has been moved from
a federal prison in Florida to a
prison camp in Texas as her
criminal case generates
renewed public attention.

The federal Bureau of Prisons
said on Friday that Maxwell had
been transferred to Bryan,
Texas, but did not explain the
circumstances. Her attorney,
David Oscar Markus, also con-
firmed the move but declined to
discuss the reasons for it.

Maxwell was convicted in
2021 of luring teenage girls to be
sexually abused by the dis-
graced financier, and was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison. She
had been held at a low-security
prison in Tallahassee, Florida,
until her transfer to the prison
camp in Texas, where other
inmates include Theranos
founder Elizabeth Holmes and
Jen Shah of “The Real House-
wives of Salt Lake City”.

Minimum-security federal
prison camps house inmates the
Bureau of Prisons considers to
be the lowest security risk.
Some don't even have fences.

The prison camps were origi-
nally designed with low security
to make operations easier and
to allow inmates tasked with
performing work at the prison,
like landscaping and mainte-

Ghislaine Maxwell AFP

nance, to avoid repeatedly
checking in and out of a main
prison facility.

Prosecutors have said
Epstein’s sex crimes could not
have been done without Max-
well, but her lawyers have
maintained that she was
wrongly prosecuted and denied
a fair trial, and have floated the
idea of a pardon from President
Donald Trump. They have also
asked the US Supreme Court to
take up her case.

Trump said on Friday night
that no one has asked him about
a clemency for Maxwell. “I'm
allowed to do it but nobody’s
asked me to do it,” he told News-
max in an interview broadcast
on Friday night. “I know nothing
about it. 1 don’'t know anything
about the case, but [ know I have
theright todo it. I have the right
to give pardons, I've given par-
dons to people before, but
nobody’s even asked me to doit.”

Justice department
seeks voter, poll info
from several US states

NEW YORK: The requests have
come in letters, emails and
phone calls. The specifics vary,
but the target is consistent: The
US Department of Justice is
ramping up an effort to get
voter data, other election infor-
mation from the states.

Over the past three months,
the department’s voting section
has requested copies of voter
registration lists from state elec-
tion administrators in at least 15
states, according to an Associ-
ated Press tally. Of those, nine
are Democrats, five are Republi-
cans, and one is bipartisan com-
mission. In Colorado, the
department demanded “all
records” relating to the 2024
election and any records the
state retained from the 2020
election.

Department lawyers have
contacted officials in at least
seven states to propose a meet-
ing about forging an informa-
tion-sharing agreement related
to instances of voting or election
fraud.The unusually expansive
outreach has raised alarm
among some election officials
because states have the consti-
tutional authority to run elec-
tions, and federal law protects
the sharing of individual data
with the government.

It also signals the transfor-
mation of the justice depart-
ment’s involvement in elections
under President Donald Trump.
The department historically has
focused on protecting access to
the ballot box. Today;, it is taking
steps to crack down on voter
fraud, non-citizen voting, both
are rare but have been the sub-

ject of years of false claims from
Trump and allies.

The department’s actions
come alongside a broader effort
by the administration to investi-
gate past elections, influence
the 2026 midterms.

Election offices in Alaska,
Arizona, California, Florida, Ili-
nois, Maine, Maryland, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New York, Utah,
and Wisconsin confirmed to the
AP that they received letters
from the voting section request-
ing their statewide voter regis-
tration lists. At least one other,
Oklahoma, received the request
by phone.

Many requests included basic
questions about the procedures
states use to comply with fed-
eral voting laws, such as how
states identify and remove
duplicate voter registrations or
deceased or otherwise ineligible
voters. Justice department has
already filed suit against the
state election board in North
Carolina, alleging it failed to
comply with a part of the fed-
eral Help America Vote Act that
relates to voter registration
records.

Election officials in at least
four California counties — Los
Angeles, Orange, San Diego and
San Francisco —said the justice
department sent them letters
asking for voter roll records.

Officials in Arizona, Connec-
ticut and other states confirmed
to the AP that they received an
email from two department
lawyers requesting a call about
a potential "information-shar-
ing agreement.” ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Profiteering worries cast
a cloud over GST cuts

Caution stems from
many companies
raising prices after
tax cuts earlier

Gireesh Chandra Prasad
gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The spectre of prof-
iteering is holding back a new
round of tax cuts, as the federal
council for indirect taxes fears
businesses will pocket the sav-
ings instead of passing them on.
At stake is lower taxes on insur-
ance premiums and an end to
the 12% GST slab, two proposals
that have gained broad support
in recent times.

The caution stems from the
previous experience of some real
estate, multiplex and consumer
goods companies raising prices
when taxes were cut, denying
benefit to the consumer, two
people familiar with the matter
said. The national anti-profiteer-
ing body formed as an interim
measure to check such practices
was wound up in November
2022, and no suitable alternative
is in place yet.

“The ways of ensuring that
businesses pass on the benefit of
tax cuts to the consumer will get
built into any decision on further
lowering taxes. The council will
ensure that the benefit will be
passed on to consumers, or there
will be no tax cut. If businesses
cannot ensure that the tax relief
meant for the consumer is
passed on to them, why should
the exchequer sacrifice revenue
that could be used for welfare
and development?” said one of
the persons quoted above, who
spoke on the condition of ano-
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The GST Council is keen on reducing tax rates on insurance, and
shifting many products in the 12% slab to 5%.

nymity.

Queries emailed to the finance
ministry and the GST Council
Secretariat on Friday seeking
comments remained unan-
swered.

The standoff highlights a key
challenge for the council: balan-
cing the desire for economic
stimulus and consumer relief
with the need to prevent compa-
nies from undermining the pol-
icy’sintent.

While some experts believe
market competition will {orce
businesses to pass on the bene-
fits, the council remains cau-
tious, with state ministers previ-
ously voicing concerns.

The GST Council is keen on
reducing tax rates on life and
health insurance, and shifting
many products in the 12% slab to
2% under a tax rate rationaliza-
tion drive.

The concerns on profiteering
have come up in previous GST
Council meetings and if they per-
sist, the council is unlikely to go

ahead with the proposed tax
cuts, the two people said.

“Members of the GST Council
from all states are very sensitive
to this issue and some have aired
their concerns at meetings in the
past,” the person cited earlier
said, adding discussions are on
at the level of political leaders,
and a final proposal is yet to be
crystallized.

Kerala finance minister K.N.
Balagopal and Uttar Pradesh
finance minister Suresh Kumar
Khanna have raised concerns
around profiteering with the
GST Council chairperson and
Union finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in recent council
meetings, as per publicly availa-
ble information about the meet-
ings.

The concern is that an
increase in the base price of
products, which companies are
free to revise in a free market
economy, cancels the benefit to
the consumer from a tax cut. In
the past, the National Anti-prof-

iteering Authority (NAA) has
investigated several high-profile
cases, involving Hindustan Uni-
lever, Indiabulls Real Estate, and
Patanjali Ayurved.

Experts believe efficient mar-
kets will ensure that companies
compete in terms of price and
quality to retain their market
share.

“The majority of the products
in the 12% slab are consumer
products and consumers are
very price-sensitive. Market for-
ces play a key role in making
sure that businesses transfer the
benefits of tax rate reduction to
consumers,” said MS Mani, part-
ner, indirect taxes, Deloitte
India.

Queries emailed to the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII), a leading industry cham-
ber, remained unanswered.

Worries about GST profiteer-
ing have surfaced as anti-profit-
eering measures have been grad-
ually wound down as the indi-
rect tax regime stabilized over
the last eight years.

The NAA, which was set up as
a transitional arrangement to
ensure that businesses passed on
the benetfit of tax credits availa-
ble to them in GST system and
the benefit of tax rate cuts to the
consumer, functioned for five
years till November 2022, after
which the mandate was given to
Competition Commission of
India (CCI), but the anti-trust
body could not handle it as its
was designed as a regulator of
market competition and effi-
ciency rather than pricing.

Subsequently, the principal
bench of the GST Appellate Tri-
bunal (GSTAT) was entrusted to
adjudicate on GST-related profit-
eering disputes.

Tax rules on foreign travel you must not ignore

Planning an international trip? If your foreign travel expenses exceed 32 lakh in a financial year, you're required to file an
income tax return — even if your income is tax-free — to dodge the tax department’s radar.

Compiled by Aprajita Sharma
aprajita.sharma@livemint.com

TCS on overseas tour packages
(From 1 April 2025)
Threshold

CASE STUDY

Mr. A, his wife and children goon a

foreign vacation

own bank account

= Wife books the tour package from her

Cost: ¥5 lakh

-

brackets

= She still receives a notice from the
Income Tax Department R

= Because ITR filing is mandatory if
your foreign travel expenses are
more than ¥2 lakh.

= Tour operators report the PAN of
buyers in their statement to the |-T

! department.
= Wife doesn't fall under income tax ?

foreign travel

basic exemption limit

Rate

Up to 10 lakh

For value above 10 lakh
TCS - Tax collected at source

20%

5%

Threshold Rate
Up to #10 lakh No TCS
Above #10 lakh 20%

“Barring education/medical expenses
#More than 182 days abroad or 60 days in a year and 365 days in last 4 years in India

Income below taxable limit, but foreign
travel spend more than 2 lakh

Income above taxable limit, and foreign
travel spend more than ¥2 lakh

Disclosing foreign travel expenses in ITR
Spent less than or equal to ¥2 lakh on

When abroad on a business trip
» Foreign income is taxed in India unless you qualify as NRI#

« |s daily allowance from employer taxable? Matter still under dispute®
= Claim foreign tax credit in India to avoid double taxation

= Don't engage in business abroad on a tourist visa

= This income is taxable in India, regardless of residency status

"Karnataka High Court: Should not be taxable if reasonable and aligns with the lifestyle of employees

Why?

No disclosure required

ITR filing becomes mandatory due
to Seventh Proviso®

No disclosure required

*It triggers mandatory ITR filing in certain conditions even if total income is below

WHAT IF TCS IS NOT DEDUCTED ON CARD SPEND

= Banks may not do it for credit card transactions
= No need to pay TCS directly to the government
= Penalty for non-collection to be levied on banks

Graphic: Paras Jain/mint

Oil marketers tap US LPG
cos for Sllpp]l  from "26

Rituraj Baruah &
Dhirendra Kumar

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India’s state-run oil
marketers are in joint discus-
sions with US firms to secure
cooking gas supplies beginning
next year, three people aware of
the development said, indicat-
ing a potential deepening of
energy ties. The companies—
Indian Oil Corp. Ltd, Bharat
Petroleum Corp. Ltd and Hindu-
stan Petroleum Corp. Ltd—are
likely to sign near-identical con-
tracts with the selected part-
ners, the people said on the con-
dition of anonymity.

The negotiations, happening
against the backdrop of the US
tariff on Indian goods, support
the target set by both countries
earlier this year to increase
their energy trade to $20 billion.

“Indian OMCs are in talks,
collectively, with at least a
dozen LPG suppliers in the US.
The negotiations are for sup-
plies starting January next year,
and the discussions are pro-
gressing well,” one of the three
people cited above said. The
person added that although
deals may be signed separately,
given that talks are happening
at a combined level, the nature
of deals would be largely the
same.

Some of the major American
LPG suppliers are Texas-head-
quartered Targa Resources and
Enterprise Products and Okla-
homa-headquartered ONEOK.
Queries emailed to the Union
ministries of petroleum and

The USso far has been
supplying India LPG in small
volumes via spot deals. MINT

commerce, the Indian oil mar-
keting companies, and the US
LPG suppliers went unan-
swered.

India traditionally imports
most of its LPG from West Asia
including Qatar, the UAE and
Saudi Arabia through long-term
contracts, while other major
LPG importing countries source
it from the US. The US so far has
been supplying India LPG in
small volumes through spot
deals.

The talks with the US firms is
seen as indicating a thaw in ties
between the two, even as talks
on the Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment remain active but are
stuck on intractable issues such
as dairy and agriculture.

“India is a huge importer of
LPG. US is a large producer of
LPG which is produced as natu-
ral gas liquids along with shale
gas. So, US can be a significant
supplier of LPG to India,” said
Prashant Vasisht, senior vice
president and co-group head,

corporate ratmgs ICRA Ltd. He
added the price of LPG won't be
very different and will be com-
petitive compared to the West
Asian LPG on a landed basis in
[ndia.

LPG used in India comprises
60% butane and 40% propane.
West Asian exports are better
suited for this as they are prima-
rily butane-dominated, since
their LPG production is a
byproduct of oil processing. On
the other hand, US supplies are
primarily propane-dominated,
as US LPG production is the
byproduct of natural gas proc-
essing. “India may source the
required propane from the US,
which would be 40-50% of the
composition and the butane
may continued to be imported
from the Gulf countries,” an
industry executive said on the
condition of anonymity

Ajay Srivastava, former
Indian Trade Service officer and
founder of the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI), said,
“Those engaging with US oil
firms for the deal should ensure
certainty of supply and competi-
tive pricing, as the US has over-
committed to supplying oil and
gas to various countries, but
currently lacks adequate pro-
duction of petroleum products
and LNG. The contract must
guarantee supply certainty and
include penalties for failure to
deliver on time.”

In a bid to diversily import
sources amid geopolitical ten-
sions and regional instability in
West Asia, Indian buyers have
been forging new ties.

No directive to stop Russian oil imports

Bloomberg

feedback@livemint.com

India hasn't given the country’s
oil refiners instructions to stop
buying Russian oil, according to
people familiar, as officials grap-
ple with meeting energy needs
and maintaining ties with Mos-
cow without further angering US
President Donald Trump.

No decision has been taken as
yet on stopping imports from
Russia, the people said, asking

not to be named due to the sensi-
tivity of the matter. Both state-
run or private refiners are
allowed to buy from their pre-
ferred sources, and crude pur-
chases remain a commercial
decision made by them, several
of the people said.

Trump blasted India on
Wednesday for continuing to
purchase most of its military
equipment and energy from
Russia.

The US leader imposed a sur-

prise 25% tariff on India and
threatened an additional penalty
for its close ties with Moscow.
Two days later, Trump told
reporters he “heard” India would
no longer be buying oil from
Russia, calling it "a good step.”

India has maintained its
energy purchases are driven by
market forces and price. Last
week, refiners were told to come
up with plans for buying non-
Russian crude, people familiar
said to Bloomberg.

LENSKART ENTERS
SMALLER TOWNS
AS IPO NEARS

Sakshi Sadashiv

sakshi.sadashiv@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Lenskart, the country’s
largest eyewear retailer, is dou-
bling down on physical stores in
smaller cities and towns as it
prepares for a public listing—
betting on lower rents, untapped
markets and early-mover advan-
tage to offset rising lease liabili-
ties and growing metro competi-
tion. Oftline retail contributes
around 75% to Lenskart’s reve-
nue and store distribution has
shifted in favour of smaller mar-
kets. As of FY25, the firm had
698 stores in tier 2 cities and
beyond, 469 in tier 1 cities, and
900 in metros—categories
defined separately in its draft red
herring prospectus.

Metros include India’s largest
cities such as Delhi, Mumbai,
and Bengaluru; tier 1 covers sec-
ondary but sizable cities includ-
ing Jaipur, Lucknow and Indore;
tier 2 and beyond span smaller
towns and rural locations.

These smaller markets now
account for 34% of Lenskart’s
domestic footprint, up 45% from
483 stores in FY23, according to
the DRHP.

Queries sent to the company
remained unanswered.

Lenskart's expansion push
reflects a broader shift in the
geography of Indian consumer
demand. India's smaller towns
are becoming more viable retail
markets, driven by rising
incomes and digital adoption.
Rural and semi-urban India now
contributes nearly 47% of GDP,
according to a joint study by the
RBI Innovation Hub and Boston
Consulting Group, while digital
payment adoption has reached
30% in these regions, according
to a Bain—CII study.

For Lenskart, the opportunity
lies not just in demand, but in
cost advantage and competitive
white space, analysts say.

“Tier-2 locations offer rents
that are sometimes 40-60%
lower, so reaching breakeven in
these markets is faster than
tier-1,” said Varma.

“Almost 75% of their sales
come from offline stores, and at
least 75-80% of their orders are
below 210,000, with around 60%
falling in the 32,000 to 210,000
range — that's their main pricing
band,” said Satish Meena,
co-founder, Datum Intelligence.

MANIPAL SEEKS CCI
NOD FOR %6.4K-CR
SAHYADRI BUY

Press Trust of India

feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Healthcare major
Manipal Hospitals has sought
approval from the fair trade reg-
ulator CCI to acquire Pune-based
Sahyadri Hospitals from global
investor Ontario Teachers’ Pen-
sion Plan Board in a deal pegged
at around 36,400 crore.

The companies did not share
the deal size, but industry sour-
ces estimate the transaction to
be in the range of 6,200-6,400
crore."The proposed transaction
envisages the acquisition of up to
100 per cent shareholding by the
acquirer (Manipal Hospitals Pvt
Ltd) in the target (Sahyadri Hos-
pitals Pvt Ltd) in multiple tran-
ches,” according to a notice filed
with the Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI).

Manipal Hospitals and Sahy-
adri Hospitals said the "proposed
transaction does not have any
impact on any relevant market in
India, let alone any appreciable
adverse effect on competition
(AAEC), and therefore, the defi-
nition of the relevant product
and geographic market may ulti-
mately be left open. In any event,
in order to aid and assist the CCI
in its assessment”.

Rhik Kundu

rhik.kundu@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India will launch its
own system this month to iden-
tify which investments qualify
as climate finance, said two peo-
ple familiar with the matter,
providing vital clarity to mobi-
lize capital for clean energy and
net-zero goals.

The final climate finance tax-
onomy will identify the assets,
activities, and projects needed
to deliver a low-carbon econ-
omy consistent with the Paris
Agreement goals of mitigation,
adaptation, and financing com-
mitments.

“The consultation process,
with inputs from experts, aca-
demia, industry, global institu-
tions, and government depart-
ments, is now complete. Com-
ments were received by June-
end,” the first of the two people
cited above said, requesting

[t aims to mobilise finance for climate mitigation, adaptation, and

the decarbonization of hard-to-abate sectors.

anonymity. “The comprehen-
sive taxonomy for climate
finance is ready for launch in

August.”

The Draft Framework of
India’s Climate Finance Taxon-
omy was earlier released by the
Department of Economic
Affairs. The final version,
shaped by extensive expertand
public input, will pave the way

ISTOCKPHOTO

for sector-specific guidelines
and regular updates, position-
ing India to mobilize gobal and
domestic finance for its climate
and development goals.

A ministry of finance spokes-
person didn't respond to
emailed queries.

In her budget speech in Feb-
ruary 2024, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said India

Soon, climate finance taxonomy to be

will develop a taxonomy for cli-
mate finance to enhance the
availability of capital for climate
adaptation and mitigation,
which will support the achieve-
ment of the country's climate
commitments and green transi-
tion.

“It’s a major step towards
building a credible, India-spe-
cific framework to channel cli-
mate finance towards clean
energy, adaptation, and the
decarbonisation of critical sec-
tors,” the second person men-
tioned above said, also speaking
on the condition of anonymity.
“It will serve as a key tool to
align investments with India’s
net zero and energy security
goals.”

That draft features a phased
rollout, a hybrid classification
model for both climate-suppor-
tive and transition-supportive
investments, a strong focus on
adaptation finance and micro,

released

small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), robust guardrails
against greenwashing, and firm
alignment with national climate
targets and indigenous innova-
tion. “The objective is to facili-
tate greater resource flow to cli-
mate-friendly technologies and
activities, enabling achievement
of the country’s vision to be Net
Zero by 2070 while also ensur-
ing long-term access to reliable
and affordable energy,” said the
draft.

The draft framework also
aims to mobilize both public
and private finance for climate
mitigation, adaptation, and the
decarbonization of hard-to-
abate sectors, in line with
India’s development vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047.

It also proposes a two-stage
rollout, a foundational taxon-
omy defining principles and
methods, followed by detailed
sector-specific annexures.

CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

1 Accentuates a clue in places (10)

channel (5)

10 The defendant made charges (7)
11 Poems about some old salts (5)

12 In their own fields the French are
unbeatable (6)

14 Back at sea (6)
17 Cruel process shows a profit (5)
19 Include in a show of affection (7)

first (7)

the past (3.3,4)

DOWN

3 Covers overhead (5)

4 Enid is upset internally (6)

5 Fit to work like a horse (7)

& Avoids spending reserves (5)
7 The first orphans (4,3,3)
8

up (10}

18 Agitate a liquid container (5)

(5)

{ THE CROSSWORDS }

8 Thus can Algeria provide a navigable

9 Tried hard the way Verdi composed (7)

21 His visitors may take a dim view of him at

22 Berate Lincoln about his country (5)
23 It's not often the present combines with

2 It puts an end to any ill-feeling (7)

German leader has the opportunity to turn

13 A show presented before the show (7)
15 An age certain to get wiped out (7)
16 Forwarded foreign money not rising (4,2) ()

20 It's most desirable to enclose a wild animal

PUZZLE 17242 © Gemini Crosswords 2018 All rights reserved

1 2 3

3

5

QUICK CLUES
ACROSS

8 Give false idea of (5)

9 Select group in society (7)
10 Exceed limit of (7)

1 Indian evergreen tree (5)

12 Unfaltering (6)
14 Weaken (6)

19 Set right again (7)

22 Accumulate (5)

21 South American country (7)

1 Rank-and-file membership (5,5)

17 Goddesses of arts and sciences

23 Australian backwoods outlaw {1[}}

' DOWN
: 2 Bring aid to (7)
i 3 Diaphanous (5)
: 4 Disavow former opinion (6)
. 5 Best possible (7)
: 6 Temptress (5)
¢ 7 Situation of agreeable ease
L (3.25)
: 8 Develop promisingly (7,3)
i 13 To debate (7)
: 15 Ordinary (7)
: 16 Entreaty (6)
: 18 Small firecracker (5)
20 Attracted (5)
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Antim makes the cut for
worlds, eyes second medal

Many young talents
make their mark at
the women's trials as
India look to build the

squad for LA Games

Avishek Roy

avishek.roy@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Antim Panghal
cruised through the selection trials
to confirm her spot at the Wres-
tling World Championships,
scheduled totake place in Zagreb,
Croatia from September 13 to 21.

The gap between Antim and
her rivals in the 53kg category was
evidentat the IG Stadium here on
Sunday. She dominated the com-
petition, defeating Pooja 6-0 and
then overpowering Hinaben Kha-
lifa of Gujarat 11-0 in the final.

At just 21, Antim has already
made her mark on the global
stage, winning a bronze medal at
the 2023 World Championships.
While she has no real domestic
challenger atthe moment, hertrue
test lies in asserting herself con-
sistently at the international level.
With her recent performances,
Antim is widely regarded as
India’s top woman wrestler and
seen as the natural successor to
Vinesh Phogat - one of the most
prominent figures in Indian wres-
tling.

A two-time world junior cham-
pion, Antim has made a seamless
transition to the senior circuit. Her
medal-winning performances at
the 2023 Asian Games and World
Championships, besides qualify-
ing for the Paris Olympics, under-
line her rising staturein the sport.

However, the Paris Games cam-
paign was a disappointment.
Apart from her first-round exit,
her behaviour off the mat also
drew criticism following an off-
field controversy involving her
personal coaching team.

This season, Antim has let her
performances do the talking,
although there were some disci-

Making a mark s

Antim Panghal (53kq), the 21-year-old
wrestler seen as India’s newebig hope
in women, qualified for the worlds in
September. A look at her ’career-sa far:

WOMEN'S TEAM FOR WORLD C SHIPS

® Ankush (50kg)

® Antim Panghal (53kg)
® Nishu (55kg)

® Tapasya (57kg)

® Neha Sangwan (59kg) e

® Manisha (62kg)

® Vaishnavi Patil (65kg)

® Radhika (68kg) |
2 .l'fﬂ‘h Eemal (12kg)

plinary concerns because of her
absence from the national camp,
which prompted the Wrestling
Federation of India to issue a stern
warning. A proposal to train
abroad with her personal coach
was also not entertained.

Antim seems to have put all
that behind. She is boosted by win-
ning two UWW international
ranking series events this year.

“World Championships is the
main competition this year and [
am happy that I was able to seal
the berth. I won a bronze in 2023
and my aim is to improve the col-
our of my medal,” Antim told HT.

This season she has competed
in three meets and finished on the
podium inall of them. A bronze at

the Asian meet in Jordan in March
was followed by gold at Ulaanbaa-
tar Open in May and Polyak Imre
& Varga Janos Memorial in July,
where she won 10-0 against Tur-
key's Zeynep Yetgil, who elimi-
nated her in Paris.

“I think I am at a good level. I
was able to comfortably beat her
(Yetgil). Earlier, I was just going
there and competing without
much understanding of the game
situation and my opponents.”

“Thisis a comeback for meand
[ am looking at bigger goals. Yes,
the World Championships is the
first target, then Asian Gamesand
LA 2028 qualification.”

While Antim is the most experi-
enced and strongest medal
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prospect for the worlds, there
Were Some promising junior wres-
tlers who made it to the squad. The
WEFI, on the suggestion of the
national coaches, allowed the
medallists of U20 Worlds and U20
Aslan meetsalso to participate.

“We are building the team for
the LA Olympics and that's why
the juniors were also asked to
appear for the trials. The result is
impressive. It's mostly a young
team (18-20 year-olds) full of excit-
ing new talents who have replaced
the seniors,” said chief coach Vir-
ender Dahiya. "We want to win
medals but we will keep an eye on
how they progress at this world
championships,” he said.

Paris Olympian Nisha Dahiya

2025

(68kg) lost the trials to eventual
winner Radika, while four juniors
Tapasya (57kg), Jyoti Berwal
(72kg), Neha Sangwan (59kg) and
Priya Malik (76kg) won in different
categories. They won the world
junior trials a week ago and the
senior trials on Sunday.

Alleyes were also on Vaishnavi
Patil (65kg), the wrestler from
Maharashtra who made it to the
team beating Haryana's Muskan
7-2 in the final. Vaishnavi might
not be from wrestling powerhouse
Haryana but she has been training
in Hisar at Sushil Kumar Akhada.
She switched base four years back
as there were not many academies
with good facilities in Maharash-
tra and the move has paid off.

Agencies

sportsdesk @hindustantimes.com

BUDAPEST: Lando Norris
trimmed McLaren team-mate
Oscar Piastri's lead in the driv-
ers world championship to just
nine points on Sunday when he
switched tactics to lead him
home by just 0.698 seconds in a
thrilling finish at the Hungarian
Grand Prix.

The 25-year-old Briton, who
moved from a two-stop strategy
to one stop, held off series leader
Piastri, on fresher tyres, over the
closing laps of a strategic contest
to claim McLaren’s 200th victory
and their record 13th win in
Hungary.

It was Norris’s first win at the
Hungaroring in the event’s 40th
race, avenging his ‘team orders’
defeat in 2024 when Piastri
claimed his maiden success, his

fifth victory of the season and

the ninth of his career.

The dominant McLaren pair
finished 22 seconds clear of
third-placed George Russell of
Mercedes with pole sitter
Charles Leclerc of Ferrari fourth,
grumbling at the Italian team’s
poor planning after he slipped

Norris wins in Hungary
to cut down Piastri’s lead

McLaren's Lando Norris after winning the Hungarian GP. AFP

out of the leading position.

“Iwasn’t planning to do a one-
stop,” said Norris. “But it was the
only option to get back into
things and it was tough. Oscar
was pushing all the way.”

Piastri said he had done all he
could to triumph. “It was great
racing,” he said. “Lando did a
great job.”

His drive brought McLaren
their fourth consecutive 1-2 fin-
ish. Two-time champion Fer-
nando Alonso came home fifth
for Aston Martin ahead of
Sauber’s Gabriel Bortoleto,

Lance Stroll in the second Aston
Martin, rookie Liam Lawson of
Racing Bulls and frustrated four-
time champion Max Verstappen
of Red Bull.

Mercedes' rookie Kimi Anto-
nelli was 10th ahead of Racing
Bulls’ Isack Hadjar with seven-
time champion Lewis Hamilton
12th in the second Ferrari, 24
hours after declaring himself
undeserving of their race seat.

Heavy overnight rain had
‘Te-set’ the track on a breezy aft-
ernoon in front of a big crowd at
the Hungaroring.

Marchand, McIntosh dominate
as US end worlds with record

Agence France-Presse
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SINGAPORE: Leon Marchand and
Summer Mclntosh sealed their
golden swimming world champi-
onships with dominant victories
on Sunday’s final day as the US
signed off with a relay record.
Eight days of competition in
Singapore wrapped up with
French superstar Marchand and
18-year-old Canadian sensation
McIntosh underlining their
supremacy. Marchand, who won
four individual golds and was the
face of Paris Olympics, added the
400m individual medley crown to
200m medley title this week.

Summer Mclmnsh AEP

The 23-year-old arrived in Sing-
apore witha lighter programmein
an effort to smash Ryan Lochte’s
200m IM world record from 2011 -
and hedid just that. Marchand on
Sunday cruised to victory in the
400IM, powering to the wall in

4min 04.73sec, more than three
seconds ahead of Japan's Tomoy-
uki Matsushita (4:08.32), with Rus-
sian [lia Borodin (4:09.16) third.

Not to be outdone, McIntosh
was similarly emphatic in winning
the women's 400IM for her fourth
gold in Singapore, to go with tri-
umphs in the 200m medley, 200m
butterfly and 400m freestyle.

The world record holder led
from start to finish to romp to vic-
tory in a championships-record
4:25.78, with Australia’s Jenna
Forrester and Japan’s Mio Narita
sharing silver (4:33.26).

MclIntosh’s only defeat came on
Saturday when she finished third
in the 800m freestyle.

THE WEEK THAT WAS
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England need 35 runs, India need a spark

Centurions Brook and
Root’s 195-run stand
almost takes the Oval

Test away but Indian
bowlers strike late to
take game into Day 5

Somshuvra Laha
somshuvra laha@htlive.com

KOLKATA: The wheels seemed to
be coming off when Akash Deep
tried stopping Harry Brook's
drive with his feet and ended up
kicking into the ropes for a four.
A ball later, Brook raced to a
hundred that should have been
curtailed at 19 but for Moham-
med Siraj stepping on the ropes
after catching him at long leg.

Tired legs and tired minds
translated to a tired defence of
373. Unimaginative as well, con-
sidering spin was held back till
the 43rd over, and when it did
come into effect there were no
close-in fielders to press home
the message that India meant
business.

Brook had scented blood by
then. He smashed a 91-ball hun-
dred, his 10th in Tests, added a
swift 195 for the fourth wicket
with Joe Root, who then scored
his 39th Test hundred and was
all set for glory. Till Jacob Bethel
chopped Prasidh Krishna onto
his stumps.

Two overs later, Root was sent
back by Krishna, this time by a
back of the length ball that he
tried to steer on his back foot but
ended up guiding to the out-
stretched hands of Dhruv Jurel.
England were coasting but India
were still not ready to throw in
the towel.

That and the timely interven-
tion of the fickle English weather
meant the fifth and final Test at
the Oval would head to a fifth
day with the hosts needing 35
runs and India four wickets.

Not three as anticipated
because even though Chris
Woakes was seen walking
around in a shoulder sling, there
have been suggestions that he
might just do a Malcolm Mar-
shall and bat one-handed should
things come to a head for
England.

It certainly didn't seem so dur-
ing the post-lunch session when
England added 153 runs at well
over five runs per over but such
has been the cyclical nature of
this riveting Test series that
India had to bounce back at
some time. When they did, runs
dried up for England. In the brief
post-tea session, England faced
10.2 overs, lost two wickets and

SCORECARD

India st innings 224
England 1st innings 247
India 2nd innings 396
England 2nd innings

(Overnight 50/1)

B Duckett c Rahul bKrishna 54
O Pope lbw b Siraj 21
JRoot ¢ Jurel b Krishna 105
H Brook ¢ Siraj b Deep 1
J Bethell b Krishna 5
J Smith batting 2
J Overton batting 0

Extras (b, Ib8, nb1, w1) 21
Total (for 6 wkts, 76.2 ovs) 339
FoW: 2-82, 3-106, 4-301, 5-332,
b-337

Bowling: Deep 20-4-85-1,
Krishna 22.2-3-109-3, Siraj 26-5-
95-2, Sundar 4-0-19-0, Jadeja 4-
0-22-0.

scored only 22.

At stumps, Jamie Overton —
he has a Test fifty and a first-
class hundred — and Jamie
Smith, who has already scored a
hundred this series, at Birming-
ham, together. And even though
35 runs may not look much on
the board considering this
England team is used to over-
hauling big scores, India will be
well rested Monday morning
and the second new ball will be
duein 22 balls.

An hour of cricket and who
knows how this Test might tran-
spire if India catch an early
break or two. It might be too
much to expect with too little to
defend but miracles have been
conjured in the past with fewer
runs in the bank.

That said, India can’t be
absolved of the way they lost the
plot despite getting two early
wickets. The start was as usual
promising with Siraj, the only
fast bowler from either side to
play all the five Tests of the
series, bowling probing lines. So
meticulously was he getting the
ball to leave Ben Duckett, clearly
England’s most dangerous batter
in this series, from over the
wicket that his dismissal was
waiting to happen.

That came when Prasidh got
Duckett to poke the ball to KL
Rahul at slip. Ollie Pope is
always a nervous starter but the
boundaries he got early into his
innings suggested that he was
probably primed to play a cap-
tain’s knock this time.

Siraj dashed that hope with a
wobble-seam delivery that
pitched on good length and
nipped in to trap Pope leg-be-
fore. Pope reviewed it but Hawk-
Eye suggested it was hitting mid-
dle of middle, giving Siraj his
20th wicket of the series and
sending him clear of the rest of
the pack. In came Brook and
then came that dropped catch.
Fortune favours the brave
though. And Brook was valiant
this time, gearing up to a pace of
scoring so maverick that it
started toying with India’s psy-
che.

The same over he was
dropped, Brook scored two more
boundaries to rub salt in Pras-
idh's wounds. A desperate slash
flew through slip and gully for a
streaky boundary but Brook
didn’t care as he raced fifty off 39
balls. Wary of his batting
approach, Shubman Gill started
spreading the field, prompting
Brook to drop the ball close and
start taking easy singles. If any-
thing was too short, Brook
would pick the midwicket area,
but otherwise England’s score-
board kept ticking because of the
singles and twos conceded by a
hapless India.

Root was the ideal anchor
during this time, playing chance-
less cricket, milking the gaps and
taking the occasional bounda-
ries. The 100-run partnership
came in 108 balls before Root got
to his fifty in 81 balls. Akash
Deep was a dud with the old ball,
allowing Root to slowly acceler-
ate.

Once Brook was dismissed, he
took over, hit consecutive
boundaries to reach 98 before
tucking Akash towards long leg
for two runs and completing a
memorable hundred in front of
his family. It should have been
smooth sailing for England from
there. But India still had one last
fight left in them for the day.

Just when Indla were maklng acomeback into the match rain smpped play on Day4 nf the ﬁfth Test at the ﬂval on Sunda}’ England S JEIIIIIE Smlth walks hack to the pavlhun with India players

A si gnature Brook kno ck in Bazba]l counterpunch

Rasesh Mandani
rasesh.mandani@htlive.com

MUMBAI: As rain, bad light and
India’s late surge of wickets
stopped England from racing to
another 370-plus run chase and
forced the series result into the
25th day of the five-Test saga,
Harry Brook might be wondering
if his exhilarating hundred on
Day 4 at the Oval will after all be
categorised as heroic or not.
Strangely enough, India’s come-
back was sparked by Brook's dis-
missal, charging Akash Deep,
which ended his 195-run fourth
wicket stand with fellow centu-
rion Joe Root (105).

Every staggering English run
chase in the Bazball era has had
one headman. Jonny Bairstow
was at the front and centre
against India in Birmingham
2022. Ben Duckett took Indian
bowlers to the cleaners at the
start of the Anderson-Tendulkar
Trophy at Leeds. At The Oval, it
was England’s future leader
Brook's turn to play a signature
innings — (111 -98b, 14x4, 2x6) - in
true Bazball style. England were
339/6 chasing a target of 374.

Brook signalled his arrival in
Test cricket spectacularly in 2022
with three aggressive hundreds
in Pakistan and added a triple ton
on another tour to that country.
He was as good an ambassador as
head coach Brendon McCullum
could find, to showcase the brand
of cricket he wanted his team to
exhibit.

Several of the 26-year-old’s
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hundreds - he’s already scored 10
in 30 Tests— have come in batting
friendly conditions. But one of
Bazball's distinguishing features
is scoring against the grain of
play. If the ball isn’t doing as
much, don't accumulate, but dou-
ble down on scoring. That's what
Brook did to India. When he
arrived at the crease, England
had lost their third wicket and
were still 268 runs away. But
because the ball was softening
and India had only the three
seamers to play with, Brook
counter-attacked. What ifs and

@?@@‘5’@

run chase pressure were parked
aside,

He had tried being funky
against Akash Deep at Lord’s and
failed. Coming at a crucial junc-
ture in the match, he was lam-
basted by the pundits, But it's
unlikely he would have been cen-
sured by his dressing room. They
would have wanted him to go
again, if that put the opposition
off. He did just that on Day 4 by
going after Deep again, as well as
Prasidh Krishna.

His isa high risk game and his
innings aren’t always chanceless.

If Mohammed Siraj had not
stepped over the boundary rope
while taking a catch at fine leg off
Krishna, Brook would have been
dismissed for 19. But come the
next Test, he would try it again.
And England’s next Test will be
the Ashes where they hope this
powerful right-handed ball
striker who drives with panache,
charges fast bowlers, is quick on
his feet against spin will prove to
be their counter punch against
Australia’s skilful bowling attack
Down Under.

Once Brook was let off, after

TEST CAREER

Matches

30 12,820

Runs | Average

5/1.55

100s:10

87.52 oo

lunch, he began to stroke bound-
aries taking fewer risks. With the
assured presence of Root at the
other end and tired legs of India’s
fast bowlers giving in, it became
all too evident that Brook’s calcu-
lated assault in the first session
had shifted the momentum in
England’s favour.

England pick their personnel
with care so that there are
enough volunteers to pull off
heists. If England go on to win the
fifth Test — India need 4 wickets
(though Chris Woakes is unlikely
to bat) and England 35 runs - this
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Yash Dhull of Central Delhi Kings celebrates his ton. HT

Dhull lights up DPL
with 56-ball century

HT Correspondent
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Yash Dhull lit up
Delhi Premier League Season 2
with a sensational century to
guide Central Delhi Kings to a
commanding 8-wicket victory
over North Delhi Strikers on
Sunday:.

Chasing a target of 175, Dhull
scored an unbeaten on 101 off
just 56 deliveries.

Earlier, batting first, the
North Delhi Strikers posted an
impressive total of 174/7, thanks
to Sarthak Ranjan (82) and
Arnav Bugga (67).

In the second match of the
day, Anshuman Hooda picked
up a five-wicket haul but in vain
as North Delhi Tigers defeated

Outer Delhi Warriorz by 40
runs with Shivam Gupta (89)
and Himmat Singh (69) helping
Tigers post 222/7.

In the opener on Saturday,
South Delhi Superstarz and East
Delhi Riders delivered a thriller.
South Delhi Superstarz posted a
competitive 169/6. In reply, East
Delhi Riders openers Arpit
Rana and Sujal Singh put on a
33-run stand in 4.3 overs before
Rana fell for 20 off 15.

Skipper Anuj Rawat (55) and
Mayank Rawat (30) kept the
scoreboard ticking. Needing 15
off the final over, Rohan Rathi
and Kavya Gupta held their
nerves, with Rathi smashing a
six off the last ball to seal a
thrilling 5-wicket win for the
Riders.

How India juniors ended a 13-yr wait

Rutvick Mehta

rutvick.mehta@htlive.com

MUMBAL: Soon after the Indian
men’s team lost to Korea in the
quarter-finals of the 2024 World
sSquash Junior Championships
to stumble one step short of a
medal, Harinder Pal Sandhu,
coach of the team for the first
time, set his mind on the next
edition. That not only entailed
hunting for the next crop of
young probables but also mak-
ing a quiet promise.

“To never have that feeling
again, if ever the opportunity
came up again,” said Harinder.

It did, against the same team
at the same stage. This time in
Cairo, up against a more fancied,
third seeded Asian champion
Korea, the Indians would script a
2-1 upset and secure a medal.
Although they lost to USA in the
semi-finals, the bronze by the
boys added to 17-year-old Ana-
hat Singh's individual bronze
from the recent world juniors.

The team medal was equally
significant, if not more, given
that the last time an Indian
men’s team medalled at the pres-
tigious event was in 2012
(bronze). Sandhesh PR, Yusha
Nafees, Arihant KS and Aryaveer
Dewan ended a more than dec-
ade-long wait, and showed
promise in the men’s game to go
with Anahat's potential among
the women in a sport that will
make its Olympic debut at Los

[mll

India junior team after winning bronze at the World Squash Junior Championships.

Angeles in 2028.

Of the four medallists, only
Arihant was part of the previous
edition in Houston. The other
first-timers were zeroed in by
Harinder, a former top-50 pro
whose career was curtailed by a
severe back injury in 2018. The
36-year-old coach’s “eyes were
locked on” the national and
Asian circuit over the last year.

“T would study their games in
every tournament, or whenever
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they came to play in Chennai.
And then [ would speak to each
one of them every day,” Harinder
said.

Aryaveer, 16, won the U-17
individual gold at the Asian Jun-
ior Championships in July. He is
also a 2023 U-15 US Open win-
ner. Arihant, 18, was the India
No.l in the U-15 age group. He
beat Korea's Lee Jong-hyeok in
the decider, after the tie was
locked 1-1. Yusha, 17, was India
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No.l in the U-17 category. He
gave India the 1-0 lead. Sandesh
won the U-19 title at the WSC
Classic Open in January.

Each has different personali-
ties and plays a different game,
said Harinder. Sandesh, the No.l
player in the team, was down on
confidence after a below-par
individual outing. He asked Har-
inder to drop him down in the
team order. The coach refused.
Instead, he engaged the teen in

plenty of talk that was at times
polite and angry yet always hon-
est.

For Arihant and Sandesh, this
was their last junior cycle as they
prepare to step up into the
demanding pro world.

“Both showed they're ready to
play on the pro circuit. The game
that they played over the last
week was very professional, and
different to what the juniors
play. I hope they will reach top
100 and 50 soon,” said Harinder.

“As for Yusha and Aryaveer,
they have the chance to be in the
team next year too, provided
they keep their level up. This was
a good experience for them, and
now they know how much they
need towork harder if they have
to change the colour of the
medal.”

Harinder, a multiple Asian
Games medallist, singled out
mindset as the biggest challenge
in translating junior promise at
the pro level, where many tal-
ented youngsters have faltered.
In these four though he sees
potential to take forward the
men’s game in the country.

As for his coaching career,
also in its young days, the team
bronze is a tick but not bold
enough. “I'm thankful that SRFI
(squash federation) and SAI gave
me another opportunity to get
this medal,” he said. “But the sat-
istaction will come when I can
get an Indian or Indians in the
final two.”

will be the first of Brook’s hun-
dreds in a winning run chase.
Then, he would truly join the bri-
gade and consider it a badge of
honour.

And this may only be a start.
Already England’s white-ball cap-
tain, it may not be long before
they name him Stokes’ under-
study as called by former England
captain Michael Vaughan.

First and foremost he would
hope England cross the line on
Monday. Brook wouldn’t want
his heroic knock to turn into one
in a losing cause.

Windies hold their

nerves to beat Pak

LAUDERHILL: Jason Holder
took four wickets and then
smashed a boundary off
the final ball of the game to
lift West Indiestoa
thrilling two-wicket victory
over Pakistan and level the
three-match T20 series.
The veteran allrounder
bowled an inspired spell to
take 4/19 off four overs, as
Pakistan struggled to 133/9.
The West Indies reply also
stumbled as Pakistan’s
spinners keptscoring
difficult but late cameos by
Gudakesh Motie and
Romario Shepherd kept
West Indies just about in
the contest before Holder's
heroics off Pakistan
talisman Shaheen Shah
Afridi's final delivery
clinched it.

Teen Mboko stuns
top seeded Gauff

MONTREAL: Canadian
teenager Victoria Mboko
took down top-seeded
American Coco Gaulff 6-1,
6-4, thrilling the home
crowd as she reached the
quarter-finals of the WTA
tournament. The 18-year-
old wild card saved all
four break points she
faced, and broke reigning
French Open champion
Gauff three times on the
way to a victory.




