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Ajit Pawar to
police: Stop cow
vigilantes from

checking vehicles
with livestock

Maharashtra
Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI,AUGUST 8

TAKING NOTE of law and order
issues created by “private indi-
viduals” over the transportation
of legally allowed animals,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister and NCP chief Ajit
Pawar has asked the police top
brass to direct district police
heads to prevent such persons
from inspecting vehicles trans-
porting livestock.

Pawar’s instruction followed
a meeting between him and a
delegation of the Qureshi com-
munity Wednesday, where state
DGP Rashmi Shukla and
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Deven Bharti, among other offi-
cials, were present.

“The Qureshi community is
traditionally associated with the
meat trade and is a part of
Maharashtra’s agriculture-based
economy. Therefore, no injustice
will be allowed to be done to the
traders of this community and
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330,000 CR approved to
compensate oil firms for
LPG losses

34,200 CR approved for
strengthening technical
education institutions

%12,000 CR subsidy
cleared for PM Ujjwala
Yojana
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LOOK FORWARD TOHOSTING PUTIN LATER THIS YEAR: PM

Modi and Putin discuss deepening ties

amid row over Trump tarlff on Russia oil

Xiand Putin too
hold talks, China
welcomes Modi’s
likely visit to SCO
summit in Tianjin

DIVYAA
& SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

AMID THE tension in ties with
the US after President Donald
Trump doubled the tariff on
India over its purchase of Russian
oil, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Vladimir
Putin held a phone conversation
Friday during which they dis-
cussed “the latest developments
on Ukraine” and “reaffirmed our
commitment to further deepen
the India-Russia Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership”.

Modi said he looked forward
to hosting Putin in India later
this year. National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval, who trav-
elled to Moscow this week and
met Putin, had also said that the
President would be visiting
India.

The Kremlin, meanwhile, is-
sued a statement indicating a
likely meeting between Putin
and Trump next week over the
war in Ukraine.

The Modi-Putin conversation
took place three days after Russia
criticised Trump’s tariff action
and backed India’s right to
choose its trading partners.
“Sovereign countries have the
right to choose their own trad-
ing  partners,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a meeting of the Security Council, Friday. The Kremlin
indicated a likely meeting between Putin and US President Donald Trump next week. P11

Trade talks hit pause, arrival in
India of US negotiators uncertain

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN India
and the US for a trade agreement
have hit a pause, a government
official told The Indian Express
Friday. This comes two days af-
ter US President Donald Trump
escalated trade tensions be-
tween the two countries by dou-
bling tariffs on India to 50 per
cent, the highest globally.
“Formal talks for a trade
agreement have paused, pend-

Actor Huma Qureshi’s
cousin killed over parking
dispute, two arrested

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

A BUSINESSMAN and cousin of
Bollywood actor Huma Qureshi
was stabbed to death during an
altercation with neighbours over
a two-wheeler parked outside
his home in southeast Delhi, the
police said.

According to police, Asif
Qureshi (42)was stabbed witha
“punch needle”, a tool used in
embroidery, allegedly by
Gautam during the altercation

Asif Qureshi
was stabbed
to death

RELATED
REPORTS, P4

that also involved the main ac-
cused’s brother Ujjwal around 10
pm on Thursday at Bazaar Lane
in Bhogal.

DCP (Southeast) Hemant
Tiwari said, “Asif requested
Ujjwal to move his scooter, but
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ing a political resolution. The dis-
cussionis no longer in the realm
of commercial negotiations. The
arrival of the US trade team is un-
certain, as no formal communi-
cation has been received from
the US side,” the official said.
The pause in talks, after
months of discussion, comes af-
ter New Delhi decided to dig in
its heels over market access in the
agricultural sector. Allowing ge-
netically modified (GM) products
isagainstIndia’s principle, a gov-
ernment official said last month.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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INDIA AND China have

taken firm positions on
their purchase of Russian
oil, saying itis in the na-
tional interest of each.
This has angered the
West, especially the US
which has added another
25% tariff on India, raising
it to a total of 50%.

No govt directive
on Russian oil,
free to scout for

alternatives if not
feasible: HPCL

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

PUBLIC SECTOR refiner
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation has cut down on
processing Russian oil as it has
lost much of its price advantage
over competing crude grades,
and not because of geopolitical
considerations or any signal from
the government, according to the
company’s chairman and man-
aging director Vikas Kaushal.
Inapost-earnings analyst call,
Kaushal said while HPCL has not
received any directive so far from
the government on import of
Russian crude, the refiner is free
tolook at alternatives if it were to
completely stop buying Russian
crude in the future due to any
sanctions-related reason.
Russian crude’s share in
crude oil processed by HPCL con-
tracted significantly to 13.2 per
cent in the quarter ended June
30, primarily due to lower dis-
counts hitting the competitive-
ness of Moscow’s barrels, accord-
ing to the HPCL chairman.
According toarecentreport by
brokerage firm Nomura, the im-
plied discount on Russian crude
oil for Indian refiners was esti-
mated to have declined to around
$2.2 per barrel in 2024-25 from
over $12 per barrel in 2022-23.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘I have to find out’: Her husband
missing, she searches Uttarkashi

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, AUGUST 8

OVER THE last two days, Komal
Panwar has been on a pursuit to
find her hotelier husband, who
was in Dharali when the floods
struck on Tuesday. She went to the
emergency control room and
skimmed through the list of those
evacuated. In the list of over 350
people, the 28-year-old woman
could not find Shubham Negi’s
name. With trepidation, she
sought the names of those who
are feared trapped, but the admin-
istration could not furnish them.

Komal Panwar with her
husband Shubham Negi

She then went to the district
hospital, but he had not been
brought there. “I am going to
Dharali. I need to know if he is
dead or alive,” she said, while
wiaiting for a helicopter at Matli

EXPRESS INVESTIGATION: TELANGANA SNOOPING - PART 3

Day after BRS lost power, ‘CCTVs switched
off for 1 hr, snooping hard disks destroyed’

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 8

ON THE night of December 4,
2023, for the one hour between
8.34pmand 9.34 pm, CCTV cam-
eras at Telangana’s premier intel-
ligence organisation, the Special
Intelligence Branch (SIB), were al-
legedly turned off, a probe by
Hyderabad police has revealed.
During this time, 62 hard disks
were allegedly destroyed — cut,

GOVT & POLITICS

HAND OVER PROBE
TO CBI: UNION
MINISTER PAGE 6

ground to bits and thrown into a
river — in an anteroom at the
Hyderabad office, investigators
probing the Telanganaillegal sur-
veillance case have told The
Indian Express.

As reported by The Indian
Express, the state police is cur-
rently probing allegations that
five top police and intelligence of-
ficers and a TV channel operator
indulged inillegal surveillance of
600 individuals — using the
state’s anti-Naxal surveillance

mechanisms — to benefit the BRS.

Those allegedly snooped on
included politicians, party work-
ers, bureaucrats, businessmen, a
sitting High Court judge, as well
as their spouses, drivers and even
childhood friends, it is learnt.

On Friday, Union Minister of
State for Home Affairs and BJP
leader Bandi Sanjay Kumar, who
is allegedly among those sur-
veilled, deposed before
Hyderabad police in connection
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[TBP camp.

The flash flood, which hit
Dharali village in Uttarakhand’s
Uttarkashi district, is feared to
have killed several people, with
authorities estimating that over
60 are missing. Two bodies have
been retrieved so far,and rescue
operations entered their fourth
day on Friday. The flood swept
away over 30 hotels and shops
after it struck the market area,
which is a stopover for most
tourists going to Gangotri.

The flood struck at a time
when eight adjacent villages, in-
cluding Dharali and Mukhba,
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Because he
loves to bowl

Mohammad Siraj, whose
scrambled bowling led India
toafamous series-levelling

winin England
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Apex court deletes
its remarks against

Allahabad HC judge
after CJI intervenes

Didn’t intend to embarrass, wanted
to ensure dignity of judiciary: Bench

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

THE SUPREME Court Friday re-
called parts of its August 4 order
directing that a judge of the
Allahabad High Court should not
be assigned any criminal case for
hearing until his retirement, say-
ing “our intention was not to
cause embarrassment or cast as-
persions” on the judge.

The August 4 order criticised
the judge for permitting crimi-
nal prosecution in what the top
court said was essentially a civil
dispute.

The bench of Justices ] B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan said
after the August 4 order, it had
“received an undated letter
from... the Chief Justice of India

(B R Gavai) requesting us to re-
consider the directionsissued by
us in paras 25 and 26 respec-
tively of our order” and in view
of this, asked the Registry to re-
notify the primary matter to
consider the request.

The bench said it was deleting
the paragraphs concerned in def-
erence to the request of the CJI.

Recalling the paragraphs of
its order, the bench said, “We
would not even think of doing
so. However, when matters
cross a threshold and the dig-
nity of the institution is imper-
illed, it becomes the constitu-
tional responsibility of this
court to intervene even when
acting under its appellate juris-
diction under Article 136 of the
Constitution.”
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Govt withdraws I-T
Bill, revised version
to be tabled Monday

:
AR A e

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in Lok Sabha, Friday. P11

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
&LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

WEEKS AFTER the submission of
areport by the Select Committee
of Parliament on July 21, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday withdrew the new
Income-Tax Bill, 2025 in the Lok
Sabha. A “fresh Bill”, incorporat-
ing changes recommended by
the committee as well asamend-
ments suggested by “other
sources”, is likely to be intro-
duced on August 11, sources said.

The need to withdraw the Bill
arose as it was felt that the new
legislation had some drafting er-

rors, going beyond the changes
recommended by the 31-mem-
ber committee headed by senior
BJP leader Baijayant Panda. The
changes to the Bill have already
been cleared by the Cabinet.
“Once the Billisintroduced in
Lok Sabha, it will be taken up for
consideration and passage.
Although the Government wants
to discuss the Bill in both the
Houses, it depends on the
Opposition whether it wants to
have the discussions on such a
Bill that has far reaching effects,”
said a ruling party leader who
was part of the Select Committee.
The Monsoon session has wit-
nessed multiple adjournments
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Year after R G Kar, protest leaders mired in legal, professional troubles
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SWEETY KUMARI
& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA, AUGUST 8

A YEAR on from the rape and
murder of their colleague inside
R G Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata, the junior
doctors who led the agitation for
justice and reform have faced le-
gal, professional and financial
troubles — with the latest police

summons delivered to them ear-
lier this week.

The protests following the
August 9,2024, incident had led
toawave of support for the doc-
tors from across West Bengal
and the country. However,
prominent leaders of the protest,
such as doctors Aniket Mahato,
Ashfaqulla Naiya, Kinjal Nanda,
and Debashis Halder, have had
to deal with FIRs, court battles,
and transfers.

Following their initial hospi-
tal allocations, Mahato, Naiya,
and Halder were transferred to
new facilities.

Mahato was transferred to
Raigunj Government Medical
College and Hospital in Uttar
Dinajpur, Naiya to Deben
Mahato Government Medical
College, and Hospital in Purulia,
and Halder to Gazole Rural
Hospital in Malda.

The three doctors challenged
these transfers in court, claiming
they were punitive and retalia-
tory and that they were being
punished for their roles in the
protests. They said the transfers
occurred just three months after
their original postings in
February, which had placed

Aniket Mahato and Ashfaqulla Naiya, prominent figures in
the junior doctors’ protests, now face FIRs and transfers. File

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Halder in Howrah, Mahato in
Hooghly, and Naiya in Kolkata.

The case against the transfers
are pending at the Calcutta High
Court. The government has denied
the claim that the transfers were
related to the R GKar protests and
said they were routine moves.

Aniket Mahato said that he
has not joined his posting, which
is in a remote part of North
Dinajpur, and with the case
pending in court, he has not re-
ceived a salary for months.

The doctors have also had
FIRs filed against them in connec-
tion with the protests, including

those under charges of unlawful
assembly and “causing grievous
hurt to police personnel”.
Earlier this year, Ashfaqulla
Naiya’s residence was searched
by police following a complaint
regarding his degree. A few days
after that, the West Bengal
Medical Council wrote to the
R G Kar principal asking if Kinjal
Nanda had taken permission be-
fore he acted in films. The body
also sought details about
Nanda’s service record, includ-
ing his allowance, working
hours, among other details.
Mahato said, “Legally, we are

fighting the notices. Over the last
year, we have faced many diffi-
culties. [ haven’t been able to
practise medicine. I am sitting
idle, not drawing a salary. Since
April, I have been off duty... This
has also affected me mentally.”

“We had nointention to jump
into politics. But I am firm that I
will continue my fight againstin-
justice. My family has never pres-
sured me, but they have been
concerned,” Mahato said.

The agitation demanding
justice for the junior doctor, who
was raped and murdered, and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e ‘[ have to find out’: Her husband
missing, she searches Uttarkashi

were holding a religious festi-
val. Several visitors — friends
and family of village residents
— had gone to the region just to
attend it.

While over 400 people have
been airlifted to safety, most of
them tourists stuck at Gangotri,
a few villagers of Dharali and
Mukhba have left for safer areas.
With no electricity or cellular
network, many villagers in
Dharali have since attempted to
contact their relatives through
the satellite phones of the res-
cuers to assure their families that
they are safe.

Panwar has not received a
call yet.

She was in Uttarkashi when
she saw the video from Dharali.
One of the hotels being washed
away with the debris was her
husband’s. After she couldn’t get
through to him, she called her in-
laws, wholive in the village. They
were safe, but they told her that
Shubham and his four friends,
one of whose bodies had been
retrieved, were at the hotel
when the flood came.

“His friends, Gaurav Panwar,
Sumit Negi, and Akash Panwar,
were with him. I do not know
what has happened to him, but I
have to find out,” Komal Panwar,
who married Negi in January
2024, said.

Khushpal Singh Rawat,
whose brother-in-law Mukesh
Panwar, wife Vijaita, and three-
year-old son Meetu are missing,
said he has lost all hope. The

family lives in Uttarkashi, and
Mukesh would go there only

Their elder son, five-year-old
Adhiksh, stayed behind with his
grandmother. “When I spoke
with them before the tragedy,
they said they were staying at
the hotel because it had all the
arrangements, though they had
ahousein the village. When I got
to know of the incident, I
checked the video to assure my
wife that they were safe, but
their hotel had been swept
away,” he said.

Rawat later contacted one of
the staffers at the hotel. “He was
heading uphill to take a nap and
had seen the family on the sec-
ond floor of the hotel while leav-
ing. As the tides of debris hit the
hotel, he saw them sink withiit,”
Rawat said. On Thursday, an-
other acquaintance, who es-
caped by a whisker, attested
that the family was inside the
hotel when the flood crashed
into the village.

OnThursday, Rawat leapton
a helicopter to assess the situa-
tion. However, the damage in
Dharali stole the little hope he
had of finding his family alive. “If
we find them, it would be their
bodies. We are waiting for the
government to publish the list of
those trapped. My wife has not
spoken since Tuesday, and
Adhiksh keeps asking where his
baby brother is,” Rawat said.

On Thursday, the Prime
Minister, in his first remarks after
the doubling of tariffs on India
ahead of more negotiations for a
trade deal that hasrunintoIndian
red lines in sensitive areas such as
agriculture and dairy, said the
country “will never compromise
on the interests of its farmers,
livestock rearers and fisherfolk”.
He said he knew that he “person-
ally will have to pay a very heavy
price”, but he was “ready forit”.

After his talk with Putin,
Modi, inapostonX, said, “Had a
very good and detailed conver-
sation with my friend President
Putin. I thanked him for sharing
the latest developments on
Ukraine. We also reviewed the
progress in our bilateral agenda,
and reaffirmed our commitment
to further deepen the India-
Russia Special and Privileged
Strategic Partnership. I look for-
ward to hosting President Putin
inIndia later this year.”

The Prime Minister’s Office,
ina statement, said Putin briefed
the PM on the latest develop-
ments concerning Ukraine.
“While thanking President Putin
for his detailed assessment, the
Prime Minister reiterated India’s
consistent position for peaceful
resolution of the conflict.”

“The two leaders also re-
viewed progress in the bilateral
agenda, and reaffirmed their
commitment to further deepen
the Special and Privileged

e Revised version of I-T Bill to be tabled Monday

without transaction of major
business with the Opposition
seeking discussion on the con-
troversial Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar — a demand the
Government has rejected citing
precedent and rules.

Specifying reasons for with-
drawal of the I-T Bill in a state-
ment, Sitharaman said the
Government has accepted al-
most all of the recommendations
of the Select Committee, adding
there were also suggestions from
“other sources” that need to be
incorporated.

“Suggestions have also been
received from other sources
which are required to be incor-
porated to convey the correctleg-
islative meaning. There are cor-
rections in the nature of drafting,
alignment of phrases, conse-
quential changes and cross-ref-
erencing. Therefore, a decision
has been taken by the
Government to withdraw the
Income-taxBill, 2025 as reported
by the Select Committee. A fresh
Bill would be introduced in the
Lok Sabha in due course which
would replace the Income-tax
Act, 1961,” she said.

The Government seeks to re-
place the existing Income-Tax
Act, 1961 through the new I-TBill,
2025, which was first introduced
in Parliament on February 13,

2025, to simplify the six-decade-
old structure of direct taxation by
streamlining provisions, remov-
ing obsolete references, and cre-
ating a crisper and simpler legal
framework.

The new I-T Bill, which is
likely to come into effect from
April 1, 2026, was shorter — all
provisos (about 1,200) and expla-
nations (about 900) were re-
moved, the word count was
halved to 2.60 lakh, and redun-
dant provisions, including those
for capital gains, deductions and
dispute resolution that had seen
amendments over the years,
were omitted.

While it introduced the con-
ceptof “tax year”, which was de-
fined as the 12-month period be-
ginning April 1, it had also
incorporated the definition of
“virtual digital space” — the pow-
ers to call for information by in-
come tax authorities during sur-
veys, searches and seizures
including e-mail servers, social
media accounts, online invest-
ment, trading and banking ac-
counts, remote or cloud servers
and digital application platforms.

The Bill was then referred to
a Select Committee of
Parliament, which proposed 32
recommendations in its report
submitted last month. The com-
mittee had recommended some
drafting corrections in its 4,575-
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page report tabled in Lok Sabha
in July, but had retained the
clause on search and seizure
powers as “adequate” and “inline
with the corresponding section
of the 1961 Act”.

It had also recommended re-
lief for non-profit organisations
by seeking re-introduction of tax
exemption on anonymous dona-
tions made to religious-cum-
charitable trusts, as presentin the
existing Income-Tax Act.

“The Select Committee had
34 sittings and held discussions
with more than 50 stakeholders
during the committee’s visit to
cities including Mumbai and
Bangalore,” said a member who
was part of the panel.

Sources said the withdrawal
of the new I-T Bill will help avoid
any confusion arising from mul-
tiple versions. “To avoid confu-
sion by multiple versions of the
Bill and to provide a clear and
updated version with all
changes incorporated, the new
version of the Income Tax Bill
will be introduced for the con-
sideration of the House on
Monday,” a source said.

“The Government has al-
ready accepted most of the sug-
gestions made by the Select
Committee. There may be some
more minor changes to provide
more clarity and transparency,”
sources said.

e Ajit Pawar

the farmers who transport ani-
mals,” Pawar said at the meeting
as per an official statement from
the Deputy CM'’s office.

In a memorandum of de-
mands submitted to Pawar, the
Qureshi community delegation
demanded a ban on illegal gau
rakshaks (cow vigilantes), protec-
tion for transporting legally al-
lowed animals, withdrawal of
false cases, and a reduction in re-
strictions on transport licences.

The delegation, while raising
the issue of “harassment” of ani-
mal traders by illegal gau rak-

shaks, in a letter to Pawar, said,
“The violent acts against the
traders from Qureshi community
and farmers who transport
legally allowed animals hasled to
many losing their lives. The com-
munity is forced to call for a
strike. .. Thiswill affect the farm-
ers as well due to unavailability
of buyers. Following the 2015 ban
on cow slaughter, the transportis
already limited. Now, the ongo-
ing actions will affect the legal
transport of animals such as buf-
faloes as well.”

The delegation’sdemand was
to “not allow private individuals
tocheckvehicles”, said NCPMLA
Sana Shaikh, whowas present at
the meeting. NCP MLC Sanjay
Khodke said a number of “anti-
social elements” have started ha-
rassing genuine animal trans-
porters. “As per the law, only
police should inspect the vehi-
cles. Despite this clarity, the men-
ace is growing and it needs to be
tackled,” Khodke said.

According to sources present
in Wednesday’s meeting, Pawar
directed DGP Shukla to issue a
circular across all districts. “The
circular will ask police authorities
to ensure that no private individ-
ual will have any right to check
the vehicles transporting ani-
mals,” said an official.

Strategic Partnership between
India and Russia. Prime Minister
invited President Putin to India
later this year for the 23rd India-
Russia Annual Summit,” the
PMO statement said.

The Russian government, in
its statement, said, “In view of
the two countries’ special and
privileged strategic partnership,
Vladimir Putin shared the key
outcomes of his meeting with
US Presidential Special Envoy
Steven Witkoff, held in Moscow
on August 6.”

Witkoff, one of Trump’s
trusted advisors, has been con-
ducting shuttle diplomacy be-
tween Russia and Ukraine
among other conflicts. His meet-
ing with Putin this week is said
to have paved the way for a pos-
sible Trump-Putin meeting.
Incidentally, Doval met Putin af-
ter the Witkoff-Putin meeting.

The sense in New Delhi is
that if there is progress in the
talks between the American and
Russian Presidents on resolving
the war, it will hold the key to the
US backing off on the additional
25 per cent penalty on India for
buying Russian oil.

The Russian statement also
said, “Narendra Modi thanked
Russia’s President for the infor-
mation and reaffirmed India’s
unwavering stance in favour of
settling the situation around
Ukraine by political and diplo-
matic means.” This has been

e Day after BRS lost power, ‘CCTVs switched off for 1 hr,

with the case. After the deposition,
he claimed that the phones of
6,500 people were tapped. “Along
withme, phones of Revanth Reddy
and BRS MLAs were also tapped,”
he said. The Indian Express had re-
ported on Friday how an entire
module wasallegedly dedicated to
surveil Revanth and his circle.

According to investigators, the
ordertodestroy the hard disks was
allegedly given by the then SIB chief
T Prabhakar Rao, who resigned
from his post on December4,2023,
a day after the Congress came to
power in the state, replacing the
BRS. His pleain the Supreme Court,
however, states that the decision
was ratified by a review commit-
tee of the state’s Chief Secretary, the
Secretary of the General
Administration Department, and
the Law Secretary on December 2,
2023.The then Chief Secretaryand
Home Secretary did notrespond to
queries about the case.

While the majority of the disks

FROMPAGEONE
‘Modi and Putin discuss deepening ties

during peak tourist season. |
However, on August 3, they left
for Dharali to attend the festival. |

Delhi’s position since the early
days of the war when Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February 2022.
In fact, this has been conveyed to
the Presidents of Russia and
Ukraine on a number of occa-
sions, including last year when
Modi made back-to-back visits
to Moscow, Kyiv and Kazan.

“The leaders also exchanged
views on topical issues of the bi-
lateral agenda, including trade,
economic, and investment coop-
eration,” the Russian statement
said, alluding to stronger cooper-
ationin trade and economic ties.

Earlier in the day, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Putin
spoke over the phone. Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV quoted Xi
as telling Putin that Beijing will
maintain its stance on the need
for peace talks and a diplomatic
solution to the Ukraine conflict.

Meanwhile, China wel-
comed Modi’s planned visit to
the Summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation in
Tianjin later this month, express-
ing hope that the event would be
a “gathering of solidarity, friend-
ship and fruitful results”. New
Delhi is still to announce the visit
— it will be Modi’s first visit to
China after 2018.

According to a PTI report
from Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun, responding to a question
on reports about Modi’s visit to
China for the Tianjin summit

thatwere destroyed allegedly con-
tained “political intelligence” or
profiles, telephone conversations
and online chats of several politi-
calleaders, somealso contained le-
gitimate surveillance data on the
CPI (Maoist), which the SIB was
supposed to collect, investigators
said. They explained that the SIB,
which was founded in 1990 to
gather intelligence to thwart the
Naxal menace, veered from its
stated objective and allegedly
started collecting intelligence to
benefit the BRS.

According to investigators,
apart from the disks with the ille-
gally collected data, theaccusedal-
legedly destroyed “invaluable data
built by SIB over decades”, which
“puttheinternal security of the na-
tionatrisk”.

A clandestine team
Thirty-six of the disks were in

the possession of a Special

Operations Team (SOT), which op-

from August 31 to September 1,
said, “China welcomes Prime
Minister Modi to China for the
SCO Tianjin Summit.”

“We believe that with the
concerted effort of all parties, the
Tianjin summit will be a gather-
ing of solidarity, friendship and
fruitful results, and the SCO will
enter a new stage of high-quality
development featuring greater
solidarity, coordination, dy-
namism and productiveness,”
Guo said.

Russia is also part of the SCO
grouping, along with India,
China, Pakistan and Iran.

Responding to Trump'’s re-
marks suggesting secondary tar-
iffs on China over its purchase of
Russian oil, Guo said, “China’s
position on this issue is consis-
tentand clear. Itis legitimate and
lawful for China to engage in eco-
nomic, trade and energy coop-
eration with other countries, in-
cluding Russia. We will continue
to take energy supply measures
that are right for China based on
our national interests.”

India made a similar state-
ment Wednesday when Randhir
Jaiswal, spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs said,
“We have already made clear our
position on these issues, includ-
ing the fact that our imports are
based on market factors and
done with the overall objective
of ensuring the energy security
of 1.4 billion people of India.”

erated under the SIB, investigators
said. Constituted in 2020, it was this
team that allegedly gathered polit-
ical intelligence, investigators say.

According to investigators, the
SOT's lead officer was D Praneeth
Kumar alias Praneeth Rao,a DSP of
SIB, who was arrested in connec-
tion with the case and is now out
on bail. Kumar allegedly had three
rooms in the SIB office to himself
and 11 personnel under him. They
had access to 17 desktop comput-
ers, two laptops, two phone num-
bers and a dedicated leased line
with internet connection.

According to investigators, the
SOT would allegedly write to vari-
ous telecom service providerstoal-
low them tointercept calls. Thisac-
tivity, called legal interception, was
allegedly signed off by Prabhakar
Rao, investigators familiarwith the
chargesheet said.

A policeman formerly posted
with the SIB, whois now awitness
inthe case,islearnt to have told the

e SC deletes its remarks against Allahabad HC judge

“Whenever we come across
legally unimpeachable orders
and orders that have ensured
complete justice to the litigants,
we have always taken the oppor-
tunity to record our appreciation
for the judges of the High Court.”

Pointing out that High Courts
are “not separate islands that can
be disassociated from this institu-
tion,” the bench said, “Whatever
we said inour order was to ensure
that the dignity and authority of
the judiciary as a whole is main-
tained high in the minds of the
people of this country, as that will
go a long way in reinforcing the
faith that is reposed in us.”

The August 4 order led to dis-
quiet in the legal community,
with many of the view that the
Supreme Court should not have
gone to the extent of withdraw-
ing work from a High Court
judge for having a different legal
point of view. Several judges of
the Allahabad High Court also
sought a full court reference to
discuss the Supreme Court’s ob-
servations and directions
against their colleague.

The top court’s order was also
seen as encroaching upon the
powers of the High Court Chief
Justice, who is the master of the

roster, and is vested with powers
todecide which judge hears what.

Clarifying the position, the
bench said Friday, “We fully ac-
knowledge that the Chief Justice
of the High Court is the master of
the roster. But as observed above,
our directions are absolutely not
interfering with the administra-
tive power of the Chief Justice of
the High Court.”

Explaining the setting aside
of the Allahabad HC judgement
by its August 4 order, the bench
said, “Itis not just a matter of er-
ror or mistake committed by the
judge concerned in appreciating
the legal points or facts. We were
concerned about the appropriate
direction to be issued in the in-
terest of justice, and with a view
to protecting the honour and dig-
nity of the institution.”

“The litigants in this country
approach different courts of law
to seek justice. For 90 per cent of
the litigants in this country, the
High Court is the final court of
justice. Only the remaining 10 per
cent can afford to approach the
Supreme Court. The litigants
who come to court expect the
justice delivery system to func-
tion in accordance with law and
not to obtain absurd orirrational

e Trade talks with US hit pause

Queries emailed Friday by The
Indian Express to the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry did not
elicit a response.

A day earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the country
“will never compromise on thein-
terests of its farmers, livestock
rearers and fisherfolk”. He said he
knew that he “personally will
have to pay a very heavy price”,
but he was “ready forit”.

There was, however, no refer-
ence to the deadlocked negotia-
tions or to Trump’s unilateral ac-
tion Wednesday of doubling the
tariff on India from 25 per cent to
50 per cent. Trump did provide a
21-day window before the addi-
tional 25 per cent levy kicks in.

On Friday, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, speaking at the
Business Today Summit, said India
has signed trade deals with the
UAE, Mauritius, EFTA, Australia
and the UK, and is in “dialogue

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

with many countries such as
Oman, the EU, the US, Peru and
New Zealand.”

“The world keeps evolving.
International trade keeps finding
new pathways, and what we are
seeing today is bound to happen
every few years. Over time, new
countries rise and some decline.
This is part of the history of na-
tions. And this is India’s time. The
Prime Minister yesterday raised
the confidence of the nation by
saying that India is not going to
bow down to anybody and that
Indian farmers need not worry.
India has a place in the new world
order,” he said.

Onhow Indiawould tackle de-
globalisation and the penal US tar-
iffs, Goyal said: “Idon’t see any de-
globalisation. I see countries
restructuring their trade routes
and trade partners, and I am con-
fident that India will do more ex-
ports than we did last year.”

orders,” it said.

Directing that the August 4
order be corrected accordingly,
the bench said, “We leave it to the
Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court to now look into the
matter. When matters raise insti-
tutional concerns affecting the
rule of law, this court may be
compelled to step in, and take
corrective steps.”

It pointed out that in another
matter some time ago, another
bench had imposed a cost of Rs
50,000 on the UP government for
invoking criminal charges in a
civil case.

“We hope that in future we
may not have to come across
such perverse and unjust orders
from any High Court. The en-
deavour of the High Court should
always be to uphold the rule of
law and maintain institutional
credibility. If the rule of law is not
maintained or protected within
the court itself then that would
be the end of the entire justice
delivery system in the country.”

“Judges at any level are ex-
pected to work efficiently, com-
mand, discharge their duties dili-
gently and always try and
endeavour to fulfil their consti-
tutional purpose,” it said.

e Actor Huma Qureshi’s cousin killed
over parking dispute, two arrested

the accused did not pay any
heed. When Asif asked again,
Ujjwal got aggressive, and
started hurling abuses and
threatening the victim. Seconds
later, he started beating Asif
while calling out to his younger
brother, Gautam, to come
downstairs and kill him (Asif).”

Both the accused have been
arrested, the DCP said.

Asif was a meat supplier for
local restaurants. His father is
the brother of Huma'’s father
Saleem Qureshi who is the
founder of Saleem’s restaurant.
Asif's brother Javed runs the Al
Quresh eatery, founded by their
father, in Nizamuddin.

Huma'’s father demanded
“strict punishment for those re-
sponsible”. “I was told Asif was
standing outside his house when
he saw the two men parking
their two-wheeler in front of his
gate. He asked the two to park
elsewhere as they were blocking
the entrance to his house.
Following this, an altercation
took place after which the duo
attacked my nephew, resulting
in his death,” Saleem said.

According to police, it was
not for the first time that the
brothers had an altercation
with Asif. About three months
ago, they said, the brothers en-
tered Asif’'s house and gotintoa
scuffle with him. Neighbours
claimed that it was because
they heard Asif arguing with
his wife.

“The duo had attacked Asif

three months ago. But neigh-
bours immediately intervened
and rescued Asif. However, the
brothers had threatened him
with dire consequences then,”
DCP Tiwari said.

CCTV footage of Thursday's
incident purportedly shows
Asif and Ujjwal shoving each
other, and falling to the ground,
holding each other’s collars. It
shows Gautam joining in, al-
most launching himself on top
of the duo from the left side of
the road, and punching Asif.

The footage also purport-
edly shows Gautam later stab-
bing Asif twice on the chest
with an unidentified object be-
fore putting it in his back
pocket. The images show
Suresh, a shopkeeper in whose
store Asif was standing, inter-
vening and pushing Gautam to
the ground.

According to police, Suresh
rushed Asif to a hospital where
he was declared dead by doctors.

Asif, neighbours said, had
been living in the house with
his wife Shaheen for the past
two years. He is also survived
by his first wife, Gulfisha, and
their two children.

Ujjwal and Gautam live
with their father, uncle and
cousin sister on the second
floor of another building in
Bazar Lane. Ujjwal sings at
events and prayer meetings,
while also teaching musical in-
struments. Gautam is unem-
ployed, police said.

snooping hard disks destroyed’

police that he was “forced to add
phone numbers unrelated to Left
WingExtremism to thelist of those
being intercepted”.

As per the provisions of the
Indian Telegraph Rules and stan-
dard operating procedures, every
sixmonths, legal interception data
has to be destroyed. However, the
witness is learnt to have told the
Hyderabad police that the destruc-
tion was ordered hurriedly in
December, one month before it
was scheduled to be destroyed.
Besides, there was no need to turn
off the CCTV cameras at the time
of destruction of legal intelligence,
heislearnt to have told the police.

The witness is learnt to have
told the police that “no other per-
son was allowed into the SOT
rooms even when technical repairs
wererequired for the systems”. The
technicians, he told police, had to
collect the systems from the
doorstep of the SOT rooms.

Further, the SOT allegedly took

the support of a private surveil-
lance operator based in Hyderabad
totrack the internet activities of tar-
gets, investigators said.

The police case relies on four
witnesses from this private lab,
which provides technical assis-
tance for intercepting online con-
versations, including on
WhatsApp. “They are consultants
for various law enforcement and
defence agencies in India provid-
ing services of software develop-
ments, telecommunication serv-
ices and cyber security services,”
said an investigator familiar with
the chargesheet.

This company, according to in-
vestigators, provided three software
toolswhich could “gatherdatafrom
various social media platformslike
X, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube
and Snapchat, etc”. The tools also
helped in “decrypting PCAP data
and reading messages sent through
applications like WhatsApp in tar-
geted cell phones”.

eNO directive on Russian oil: HPCL

“It's notthat we are notbuying
Russian crude; those decisions are
still open. It's just that whatever is
economical will be bought,”
Kaushal said in the analyst call.

“Weare free tolook atalterna-
tives asand when economic situ-
ations present (themselves).If we
were not to buy Russian crude for
any sanctions-related reasons, the
impact would not be too signifi-
cant for us,” he said.

The HPCL chairman’s com-
ments come amid trade tensions
between India and the US, with
Indian refiners’ hefty imports of
Russian crude surfacing asa major
irritant for the Trump administra-
tion. Earlier this week, Trump an-
nounced anadditional 25 per cent
tariff — over and above the 25 per
cent tariff announced last week
onIndian goods - as a penalty for
India’s Russian oil imports.

New Delhi has called the tar-
geting of India over the purchase
of Russian oil “unjustified and un-
reasonable” and said these im-
ports began as its traditional sup-
plies were diverted to Europe,
with the US having “actively en-
couraged such imports by India
for strengthening global energy
markets stability”.

Indian public sector refiners

have paused Russian oil pur-
chases, which had already slowed
down in previous weeks, it is
learnt. While the recent slow-
down in oil imports from Russia
is being seen as a signal by New
Delhi to Washington, sources in
India’s refining sector say thatitis
also due to discounts on Russian
crude narrowing considerably.
India has stated over the years that
as a country that depends on en-
ergy imports, it will buy oil from
wherever it gets a good deal, as
long as the oil is not under sanc-
tions. Russian oil is not under
sanctions, and is only subject to a
price cap imposed by the US and
its allies that applies if Western
shipping and insurance services
are used for transporting the oil.
The renewed pressure from
the US and other Western powers
— pressuring Russia’s top trade
partners to cut down on imports
from the country - are aimed at
forcing the Kremlin’s hand into
ending the Ukraine war. For
Trump, who wants the three-
year-old Russia-Ukraine war to
end within days, this is an oppor-
tune time to pressure India over
its Russianimports, given the sen-
sitive trade pact talks between
New Delhi and Washington.

e R G Kar protest leaders mired in legal troubles

reforms to ensure that such inci-
dents are not repeated, began on
August 9 last year and became a
nationwide movement.

The protests continued to es-
calate in Kolkata even after the na-
tionwide fervour died down.

At one point, CM Mamata
Banerjee made a surprise visit to
the protest site and invited pro-
testers for a dialogue. However,
their first meeting failed, with the
doctors demanding that it be
broadcast live. Subsequent meet-
ings led to partial breakthroughs,
but the protest reignited after an
incident of harassment at Sagar
Dutta Hospital in Kamarhati in
September. After this, the protest-
ers went on a “fast to death”. The
hunger strike was called off on
October 21 after a meeting with
the CM, who promised to work
with them onimplementing their
demands. Protesters have contin-
ued to push their demands, say-

ing that many of them have not
been implemented.

Mahato said the movement
still focuses on two main points —
justice for their murdered col-
league and theimplementation of
changes to prevent a similar inci-
dent. He said he believed that
more than one person was in-
volved in the crime, citing the
post-mortem report that stated
the cause of death was “throttling
and smothering”. He questioned
how one person could perform
both actions and raised concerns
about the sequence of events.

Police have arrested civic vol-
unteer Sanjoy Roy for the rape and
murder, saying he alone commit-
ted the crime. A Sealdah court
convicted himon January 18.

The junior doctors believe that
many questions, especially those
related to allegations of evidence
tampering, remain unanswered a
year after their protest began.

The junior doctors said there
has been some visible progress
with the implementation of their
demands, such as the transfer of
several top officials and the instal-
lation of CCTV cameras in hospi-
tals. However, other crucial de-
mands, like creation of a central
referral system and the recruit-
ment of staff to fill vacancies, are
stalled, they said.

The government, however,
has said the implementation of
the demands was a work in
progress and pointed to the prom-
ises that have been kept. The
large-scale, public protests have
now dwindled to smaller, more
contained movements at the col-
lege level, with doctors submit-
ting deputations and continuing
their fightin a quieter way. AtRG
Kar, the centre of protests last year,
a few banners, a guardrail, and
some pieces of art are all that re-
main of the protest site.
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Pvt school fee ‘Schools should have right to improve education...
not to buy Mercedes with money from parents’

regulation Bill

cleared after

4-hour debate

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

THE BJP-LED Delhi government's
first Bill, regulating fee hikes by
recognised private unaided
schools, was passed by the Delhi
Assembly after a heated four-hour
debate on Friday.

All eight amendments pro-
posed by AAP to the Delhi School
Education (Transparency in
Fixation and Regulation of Fees)
Bill, 2025, were rejected during
voting. The legislation will now be
sent to Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena for approval.

During division of votes, 41
ruling BJP MLAs and 17 AAP legis-
lators were present in the House.

Tabled by Education Minister
Ashish Sood, the Bill mandates a
three-tier committee at the
school, district and state levels —
comprising parents and teachers
— to approve the hike in fees.

Sood assured the House that
audits would be mandatory when
the Bill is implemented. “If even
one parent member in the com-
mittee disagrees, the proposal will

not be approved. They will have
veto power. Management cannot
impose its will,” he added.

Leader of Opposition, AAP’s
Atishi, however, accused the gov-
ernment of siding with school
managements. “This Bill is only
and only in the interest of private
school owners,” she said.

Recalling protests earlier this
year when parents faced steep
hike in fees, she added, “In40-de-
gree heat, parents stood outside
schools... Children were stopped
from entering schools... Now, the
increased fees of April 2025 have
been made the basis of this Bill.”

She also warned that requir-
ing 15% of the parents in a school
tofileacomplaint against fee hike
would make the redressal mech-
anism harder.

To this, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said, “If we had made the
requirement 25% (percentage of
parents needed to file a com-
plaint), they would say why not
less... This Bill will bring trans-
parency, strict penalties for viola-
tions, and ensure education is
seenasatemple of learning, nota
shop for profit.”

BILL AT A GLANCE

B School Level Fee
Regulation Committee to
be set up, including five
parents as members

M District Fee Appellate
Committee, also including
representatives of parents,
will decide on fee if school
panel fails to decide on fees

M District committee to
decide fee within 30 days,
maximum within 45 days

M Parents can approach
Revision committee
within 30 days

M Revision committee’s
decision final for 3 years; it
has to decide in 45 days

M In case of violation, first
penalty onschoolisRs 1
lakh, can extend toRs 5 lakh

M Second or subsequent
violation can attract
penalty of up to Rs 10 lakh

EARLIER THIS week, AAP MLAs led
by Leader of Opposition Atishi
staged a walkout in the Delhi
Assembly opposing the Delhi
School Education (Transparency
in Fixation and Regulation of Fees)
Bill, 2025. Atishi tells Sophiya
Mathew why she believes the Bill
fails parents.

Whatare your concerns?

The biggestissueis that there
is no provision for auditing
school accounts. Without an au-
dit, how can we know if a fee
hike is justified? Expenses alone
don’t tell the full story...a school
could already have huge re-
serves. This Bill never even men-
tions the word ‘audit’.

But the Bill provides for a fee
panel with parents on board?

Yes, but it's weak. Only five
parents are on the committee,
chosen by a draw of lots, which
can be manipulated. These par-
ents can only serve for two years.
We believe there should be atleast
10 elected parent members.

It also allows parents to object
tofee hikes. Doesn’t that
protect them?

Notreally. They have seta 15%
objection threshold. So, for exam-
ple, in a school with 3,000 stu-
dents, that means 450 parents
must formally object. That's al-
most impossible to organise.

The government says the Bill
is about transparency.

Thisis the most non-transpar-
ent process I've seen. The Bill was
drafted in secrecy. Parents and
even MLAs saw the Bill only six
days before it was tabled. There
was no public consultation, nocall
for comments, no stakeholderin-
puts. As an MLA, I've asked for all
related documents and not re-
ceived them.

Canyou explain the timing of
the Bill?

Many schools went to court
during our tenure because we
didn’t let them charge arbitrary
fees. Massive fee hikes happened
this April at the start of the aca-

BJP and AAP spar over
GST amendment Bill

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

CHIEF MINISTER Rekha Gupta
and Leader of Opposition Atishi
exchanged heated words over
Delhi Goods and Services Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, in the
Assembly on Friday. Tabled on
Thursday, the Bill was passed by
the House later in the day.

While AAP’s Atishi demanded
adiscussion on theamendments,
Speaker Vijender Gupta coun-
tered, saying that when her party
was in power, it never allowed a
discussion onit.

Former AAP finance minister
and now BJP MLA, Kailash Gahlot,
said, “I have been a finance min-
ister in the previous (AAP) gov-
ernment and no such discussion
was held. Thisis just a formality...
When Atishi was the finance

minister or the CM, no discussion
was held on such bills either.”

Atishi said that calling the Bill
a mere formality is an “insult to
the House”. Maintaining that
traders are worried about GST, she
said, “Traders are saying that
while they are being burdened
with arbitrary compliance, the
government is providing tax ex-
emptions to SEZs.”

In response, the CM high-
lighted that the amendments
were passed during the GST coun-
cil meeting held last year. “She
(Atishi) is now questioning re-
forms that she neither debated
nor helped shape. Itis unfortunate
that someone entrusted with
Delhi’s finances remained absent
during key deliberations.”

Guptaalsoblamed the AAPfor
notimplementing any Union gov-
ernment schemes whenitwasin
power in Delhi.

Atishi at the House on
Friday. Amit Mehra

demic year. By the time the Bill
would be passed, parents had al-
ready paid the higher fees. So in
effect, it did nothing to help
them. They even set the base fee
date to April 1, 2025, which has
enabled schools to charge the in-
creased fees.

The BJP claims there’s no
robust mechanism to regulate
fees. Doyou agree?

Yes, there isn’t one. But that’s
because they (BJP) didn’t create
one. In 2015, our government
passed aBill for this, but the Centre
blocked it...

What s your party’s
alternative model?

Our model is direct. Every
school must undergo a full finan-
cial audit annually. First, the audit
report should be shared with all
parents for feedback before any
fee hikeis considered. Second, fee
hike committees should have at
least 10 elected parent representa-
tives. Third, parents should be al-
lowed to challenge hikes in court
without facing an unrealistic 15%
objection threshold.

Schools say they need to hike
fees to pay teacher salaries.

Teachers must be paid well,
but schools should first disclose
their reserves and past spending.
One audit we did revealed a
school buying a farmhouse for Rs
35 crore. This shows why audits
are essential...

Whatimpact doyou think the
Bill will have?

It gives schools an easy
mechanism to hike fees without
proper checks... Without inde-
pendent oversight, the process
can be misused for commercial-
isation of education.

Why have you called for
sending the Bill to a select
committee?

Because there has been no
public consultation. A select
committee would allow inputs
from all stakeholders, including
the BJP and AAP MLAs. Until
then, fees should be frozen at
2024-25 levels.

Could a fixed fee capwork as
analternative?

Not really. Whether a hike is
needed depends on a school’s re-
serves, not just its expenses.
Schools should have autonomy
to invest in quality education,
but not to buy luxuries like
Mercedes cars with parents’
money.

CM says workers deprived of welfare
schemes by AAP, cites CAG reports

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

CHIEF MINISTER Rekha Gupta
on Friday accused the previous
AAP-led government of neglect-
ing construction workers by de-
priving them of welfare
schemes, alleging that Rs 5,200
crore remained unused in the
labour welfare fund even as
thousands of workers continued
to wait for essential support and
benefits.

The CM had tabled four CAG
reports on Monday, the first day
of the ongoing Monsoon Session,
and referred to those while speak-
ing in the Assembly on Friday.

Claiming that the AAP gov-
ernment had an anti-worker
mindset and anti-labour ap-
proach, Gupta said that while the
Central government provides

registration and renewal serv-
ices to workers for free, the AAP-
led Delhi government imposed
afeeRs 25 forregistrationand Rs
20 for renewal.

Shealso said that while only 7
per cent of workers’ data was re-
newed annually in Delhi, there
wasa 100 per cent renewal at the
national level.

"It is deeply unfortunate that
despite having rightful access to
these schemes, lakhs of workers
in Delhi were deprived of their en-
titlements. The Rs 5,200 crore
(fund) remained idle while the
working class waited for relief. The
Supreme Court eventually had to
instruct the government to credit
Rs8,000into the bank accounts of
90,000eligible workers," she said.

Quoting one of the CAG re-
ports, Gupta detailed how funds
allocated for various schemes re-
lated to maternity benefits, dis-

ability support, tool purchase,
housing assistance, family pen-
sions, accident compensation,and
skill development remained ei-
ther unutilised or grossly under-
utilised over several years.

Intensifying her attackon AAP
further, she called the situation a
reflection of the party’s “elitist
mentality” and said that the CAG
reports should be referred to the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
for investigation.

She also demanded stringent
action against all officials and min-
isters who failed in their duty to
uphold the rights of the workers.

Assembly Speaker Vijender
Guptareferred the report on con-
struction workers as well as two
other CAG reports on Delhi gov-
ernment's finance accounts and
appropriation accounts for 2023-
24, presented in the House on
August 4 by the CM, to the PAC.

Two convicts
found dead
in stormwater

drain at
Tihar Jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

TWO MURDER convicts, lodged
inTihar Jail, died on Friday morn-
ing after they allegedly slipped
and drowned in a stormwater
drain inside the prison complex,
officials said. A judicial inquiry and
a police investigation have been
launched in the matter.

According to sources, the inci-
dent took placearound 8.30amin
Jail8 when the inmates, identified
as Amitand Vinay Kumar, were in
the court mauka area — a pa-
trolling area between the outer
and inner boundary walls of the
jail complex.

“The court mauka areais gen-
erally used for patrolling. The
watchtowers are also placed
there. Over time, we have devel-
oped a patchin that area, where
prisoners grow vegetables,” said
a source.

“This morning,a guard posted
at a watchtower reported that a
convict had slipped and falleninto
a drain... the drain is at least 15-
foot-deep... it was probably filled
with rainwater. The other inmates
raised an alarm and everyone
rushed to the man's aid. The other
convict might have gone torescue
the one who fell,” said the officer.

Both were subsequently res-
cued and rushed to Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Hospital, where the
doctors declared them dead.

The Tihar Jail administration
has launched a departmental in-
quiry to find out if there was any
negligence or procedural lapses
on the part of jail staff.

Pending the outcome of the
inquiry, three prison officials — a
deputy superintendent, an assis-
tant superintendent, and the war-
denin-charge — have been placed
under suspension.

Officials also said that itis un-
likely that the inmates were clean-
ing the drain. “The drain is main-
tained by the PWD (Public Works
Department). Besides, it is too
deep to be manually cleaned
without super sucker machines,”
said the source.
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Gross

Premium -
312,388.01
crore compared
t0 3 12,405.68

as on
30.06.2024

~
B

Particulars

GIC Re
General Insurance Corporation of India

Solvency
Ratio - 3.85%
increased from
3.36 % as on
30.06.2024

A 4
B

Combined
Ratio - 106.94%
reduced by
2.66% over the
last year same
quarter

-
N

Standalone

Quarter

ended (Three | Figures (Three

Months)

(30/06/2025)
Reviewed

Year to date

Corresponding

Months)

(30/06/2025) | (30/06/2024)
Reviewed

Quarter
ended (Three
Months)
(30/06/2025)
Reviewed

3 Months
ended in the
previous year

Reviewed

Profit

After Tax -
31,752.23 crore
increased by 69%
over the last year
same quarter

-
N

Reviewed Financial Results for the Quarter ended 30t June 2025

Amount in ¥ Crores

Consolidated

Corresponding

Year to date 3 Months

Figures (Three :
ended in the
Months) | revious year

(30/06/2025) | (30/06/2024)

Reviewed | Reviewed

.1 |Total income from operations$ _ 12,388.01 12,388.01__'_ 12,405.68 | 12,417.16| 12,417.16_|_ 12,589.42

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax,

2 Exceptional and/ or Extraordinary items#) 2,243.54 2,243.54 1,393.16 2,663.67 2,663.67 1,490.13
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax

3 | (after E>)<ceptional and/or Extraordinary 2,243.54 2,243.54 1,393.16 2,663.67 2,663.67 1,490.13
items#
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax

4 | (after E>)<ceptiona| and/or Extraordinary 1,752.23 1,752.23 1,036.36 2,530.99 2,530.59 1,400.66
items#
{gtal Compreger}si\//e( II_nco;nfe foir] the per(ijod

omprising Profit / (Loss) for the perio

5 (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income 1,752.23 1,752.23 1,036.36 2,530.99 2,530.59 1,400.66
(after tax)] .

6 | Equity Share Capital 877.20 877.20 877.20 877.20 877.20 877.20
Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as

7 | shown in the Audited Balance Sheet of the 46,239.75 46,239.75 38,858.08 51,010.10 51,010.10 42,387.45
previous year.

8 Earnings Per Share (of ¥ 5/- each) (for
continuing and discontinued operations) -
1. Basic: 9.99 9.99 5.91 14.42 14.42 7.98
2. Diluted 9.99 9.99 5.91 14.42 14.42| 7.98

Note

QR Code,

Place : Mumbai
Dated: 07.08.2025

IRDA Registration No: 112

R

; . rl
LI e P
'1' a3 4
-

“Suraksha”, 170, Jamshedji Tata Road, Churchgate, Mumbai
Tel.: + 91222286 7000 | Email: info@gicre.in

b, 3Total Income from Operations is gross written premium, gross of reinsurance and net of applicable taxes,
¢. #The Indian Accounting Standards (IND AS) are currently not applicable to insurance companies in India.

a, The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly and year to datz Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the
aEBl (Listing and Other Disclosure Bequirements) Reguiations, 2015 The full format of the Quarterty and yvear to date Financial Results along with the
Auditor's Report, are available on the websites of the Stock Exchange(s) (www.bseindia.com) and (www.nseindia.com) and have been posted on the
Corporation’s website at (https://www.gicre.infimages/2025/0utcomeofBoardMeeting0120252026signed pdf) and can be accessed by scanning the

For and on behalf of General Insurance Corporation of India
Ramaswamy Narayanan
Chairman-cum-Managing Direclor

CIN : L67200MH1972GO0I016133

N: 10337640

- 400 020, India.

www.gicre.in
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ACTOR HUMA QURESHI’'S COUSIN STABBED TO DEATH

He just asked him to move a scooter

and they

PRAGYNESH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

“ALLHE did was ask them tomove
their scooter sol could getinto our
home — and they murdered him,”
said 35-year-old Shaheen, who
witnessed her husband Asif
Qureshi (42) being stabbed to
death, allegedly by two neigh-
bours, at Bhogal in Southeast
Delhi over a parking dispute late
Thursday.

The attackers, brothers Ujjwal
and Gautam, have been arrested.
Police said Gautam used a “punch
needle”,atool used in embroidery,
to stab the victim.

Asif, a businessman, was a
meat supplier for local restau-
rants. His father is the brother of
Saleem Qureshi, Huma'’s father
and the founder of Saleem’s
restaurant. Asif’s brother, Javed,
runs the well-known Al Quresh
eateryin Nizamuddin, which was
established by their father.

Shaheen and Asif had moved
into their ground-floor home on
the cramped Bazaar Lane in
Bhogal two years ago.

Shaheen said Asif had simply
asked the two accused to move
their two-wheeler, which was
parked at the entrance to their
house. “He was trying to reason
with them, calling them ‘bhai,
bhai’. But they abused him and
punched him.Idon’t know where

In Bhogal,

Parking dispute
ended ina murder
ona stretch

facing this ghostly
construction

SAMANHUSAIN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

IN THE heart of Bhogal in
Jangpura, an imposing but crum-
bling structure looms over one
of the neighbourhood’s busiest
roads — a half-built, and perma-
nently unfunctional multi-level
parking, which has stood frozen
in time for over a decade and a
half now.

Itwasright here, on the stretch
facing this ghostly construction,
that a dispute between neigh-
bours spiralled into violence —
ending in the murder of
Bollywood actor Huma Qureshi’s
cousin. The fight, like countless
others in the congested colony,
was over a parking space.

Residents, however, say the

At 135, Delhi logs
highest malaria
cases in 5 years

DRISHTIJAIN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

DELHI HAS reported a spike in
cases of malaria, with 135
recorded from January until
August 2 this year, the highestin
the last five years during the
same period, according to the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) data.

MCD West Zone had the
highest number of registered
cases at 30, as per the civicbody’s
data, which includes numbers
from the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC), Delhi Canttand
Indian Railways data as well.

An additional 16 cases have
been recorded with incomplete
or wrong addresses.

Delhi reported 115 malaria
cases in 2024, 51 in 2023, 25 in
2022, and 16 in 2021 until
August 2. The cases have risen
sharply in the last five years, with
792 recorded last year.

Meanwhile, 20 cases of
chikungunya have also been re-
ported. The West and Central
Zones of the MCD, at five cases
each, have the highest numbers.

Until last year, 23 chikun-
gunya cases were reported dur-
ing this period, but in the last five
years, this vector-borne disease
has seen a sharprise.

Besides, as many as 291 peo-
ple have been diagnosed with
dengue in the national capital, as
per official data.

[ will go now. Whom will I live
with?” she added.

According to CCTV camera
footage, an altercation initially
broke out between Asif and

(Above) The crime scene; house (left) of the deceased in

Bhogal. Praveen Khanna

Ujjwal, with both shoving each
other. Soon, Gautam joined the
scuffle, and the brothers pushed
Asifto the ground while throwing
punches at him. Suresh, a neigh-
bour who runs a grocery store
across from Asif’s house, can be
seen rushing in and trying to pull
the brothers off him.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Suresh said Shaheen and Asif
were at his store at the time. “We
were talking. Asif noticed the
scooter in front of his house and
saw Ujjwal standing there. He
asked him to move it politely, but
Ujjwal began hurling abuses at

him. He picked a fight... His
brother soon joined in.”

Suresh said he dragged
Gautam off Asif's back, but Ujjwal
continued to beat him. Gautam
then rushed inside his house —
about 100 m away —and returned
with a sharp weapon. “Gautam
stabbed Asif in the chest, and he
collapsed.Irushed himto the hos-
pitalinanautorickshaw. The doc-
tors declared him brought dead,”
said Suresh.

Preeti, a resident of the same
building where Asif lived, said he
rarely fought with anyone. “He
was very happy-go-lucky.”

0-50 Good ¥ 51-100 Satisfactory

NARELA

Moderate

/A
v 105
| AQI

500 0 PM25

500

murdered him, says wife

Attheaccused’shome, the at-
mosphere was grim. The family
lives in a three-storey building,
with the brothers residing on the
second floor along with their fa-
ther, their uncle, and a cousin.

Their aunt, Archana(41), who
lives on the ground floor, said the
siblings have always been trou-
bled. Gautam, she said, is unem-
ployed, while Ujjwalis pursuing a
BA and works part-time. “Ujjwal
goes to college and plays the dho-
lak at local functions... They used
to have frequent fights with other
neighbours,” Archana claimed.

Nishant, a cousin, said even
family members avoided interact-
ing with the brothers because of
their short temper. “I live on the
first floor, but we hardly spoke...”

Meanwhile, at Al Quresh -
nestled in a narrow, sloping lane
inHazrat Nizamuddin, 2 km away
—asomber silence hungin the air.
Asif’s uncle, Mursaleen (52), and
other family members were in-
side, while policemen and neigh-
bours gathered at the gate.

“I' was out on a business trip
whenllearned about the incident.
[rushed backaround 2 amtoday,”
Mursaleen said.

“Asif and his wife started liv-
ing separately about two years
ago. His two children -- aboy and
a girl -- live here above the eatery
with his brothers and his first wife.
We used to meet now and then,”
he added.

a multi-level parking lot unused for 15 yrs

The structure, meant to ease the area’s chronic parking
shortage, remains a shell with missing windows, stolen pipes,
and rainwater pooling inside every monsoon. Chitral Khambhati

irony is bitter. “We have had a gi-
ant parking space in front of us for
the last 15 years, but can’t park a
single carinit,” said Anil Goswami,
a senior member of the Bhogal
Resident Welfare Association
(RWA).

The shed’s once-white pillars
are now streaked with grime and
cracks snake onits creases. Amar-
ble black plague, installed by the

mayor of the then-unified
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), stands outside like a for-
gotten gravestone — lettering
eroded beyond recognition.

No car has ever entered the
parking lot, which was “inaugu-
rated” twice by area councillors
and ceremonially opened once
later. The structure, meant to ease
the locality’s chronic shortage of

parking, remains a shell with
missing windows, stolen pipes,
and rainwater pooling inside
every monsoon.

“Lastyear’s flood turneditinto
aswimming pool... Ithasbecome
a haven for anti-social elements.
Even the fittings have been
looted,” said Monu Chaddha, the
president of the Bhogal RWA.

This parking project had be-
gunin 2010 alongside two others
— one in Kalkaji and another in
New Friends Colony. All three
were allotted to a single contrac-
tor, with anoriginal costbased on
preliminary drawings. Later, the
contractor modified the designs,
increasing the built-up areaby 21
per cent and pushing up the esti-
mated cost by anadditional Rs 20
crore. A total of
Rs 105 crore has already been
sunk into these three projects.

The MCD and the contractor
locked horns over the escalation
— the work stopped, numerous
deadlines lapsed, and the project
eventually slipped into a bureau-
cratic limbo. The contractor has
since been blacklisted for five
years. “It has been 10 years since
the project crossed its completion

deadline but nothing has moved
since 2018.The (Delhi)High Court
had even passed an order, in-
structing its completion in six
months — that was years ago,”
Goswami said.

“When (then) AAP mayor had
visited the parking lot for an in-
spection, it was told that another
Rs 10 crore would be needed to
make the projects functional,”
Goswami said.

The former mayor, during one
such visit, had reportedly offered
toprovide Rs 5 crore in twoinstal-
ments, given the non-formation
of the MCD’s standing committee
had put all financial decisions on
hold for over two years — but
nothing happened. Every time the
matter of this parking lot was
tabled, it was postponed. Similar
was the fate met by the other two
parking projects.

In Jangpura, where narrow
lanes choke with vehicles and
people’s tempers flare daily over
parking slots, residents say the
murder outside the half-built lot
wasa tragicreminder of what’s at
stake. “The MCD hasbeenindeep
slumber while people are paying
the price,” Chaddha said.
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COURT PULLS UP POLICE FOR SEPARATING INTERFAITH COUPLE

If couple wants marriage,
will protect them: HC judge

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
came to the rescue of an
interfaith couple, ordering for
their continued protection and
stay at a government safe
house, while pulling up the po-
lice for allegedly separating the
couple instead of providing
them protection.

The court also sought that
the police identify the personnel
responsible for the same.

A 26-year old Muslim man,
in a relationship with a 25-year
old Hindu woman since 2018,
had moved HC last month seek-
ing its urgent directions to the
Delhi Police to provide the cou-
ple necessary protection and a
safe house.

The request was made after
the couple expressed their intent
to marry, which was met with
familial opposition and threats.

According to advocate
Utkarsh Singh, representing the
man, instead of being provided
with the safety, the couple was
“forcibly separated”, with
the woman “medically exam-
ined, and later detained at a
woman’s shelter July 24, despite
herrepeated pleas to be with her
partner.

The police, in a status report
filed before HC on August 6, as-

serted “there was no element of
coercion, unlawful separation, or
procedural irregularity at any
stage”, with all actions “taken
purely from a welfare and con-
stitutional standpoint,” with due
regard to the woman’s “safety
and autonomy”.

The police’s submission,
however, did not convince the
court.

The woman, who virtually
interacted with Justice Sanjeev
Narula on Friday, said that she
was taken away forcibly by the
police and separated from her
partner. She asserted that when
the couple had initially sought
protection, the police had said
“there is no such thing as a safe
cell”, and coerced her into un-
dergoing a medical examination.

“Iwent for a medical exami-
nation and without telling me or
without my consent, I was taken
to a shelter home,” she told
Justice Narula, adding that all her
personal belongings were taken
away, including her phone.

Orally remarking that “police
has to sensitise its officers” and
that they are “forcibly separat-
ing” consenting adult partners,
Justice Narula expressed disap-
proval with the police’s status re-
port. “Has he (the police person-
nel who filed the status report)
even interacted with the
(woman) to understand what
has happened? I'm not going to

allow this at all.”

The HC also refused to allow
the woman'’s father — whois op-
posed to the relationship - toin-
terfere, noting that he has “no
role” given that his daughter is
an adult and has consented to
the relationship.

The father’s counsel im-
pressed before the court that
“social reality has to be taken
into consideration”, with “in
Indian society, parents have to be
consulted” for marriage.

To this, the court orally re-
sponded, “What law requires an
adult to ask father for marrying
someone of different faith?... You
are insisting on something that
cannot appreciate...
Constitutional right guarantees
she can marry of her choice and
[am going to honour that...If the
couple wants to get married, I
am going to protect them.”

After sustained interaction
with the woman, Justice Narula
went on to assure her orally, “If
you are firm about your decision,
we will support you. I am sup-
porting your choice, I will sup-
port your decision.”

“As far as the police are con-
cerned, they will support you,”
the HC said, while recording in
its order that the woman's “in-
tention to marry is informed and
consistent based on her relation-
ship with him (her partner) over
the past seven years”.

Situation getting worse for interfaith
couples, says woman in safe house

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

ON JULY 22, a 25-year old
woman ran away from her home
in Prayagraj with a bag contain-
ing only her degrees, important
documents, and a pair of clothes.
She was on her way to Delhi to
meet her partner, a 26-year-old
man belonging to a different re-
ligion, after her family - opposed
to their relationship - attempted
to get her marriage fixed in April.

A day after she arrived in
Delhi, the couple approached the
office of the DCP (Southeast)
seeking police protection, only to
be separated by the police on July
24. While the police made the
woman undergo a medical ex-
amination and shifted her to a
shelter home, the man moved
HC.The court, coming to the res-
cue of the couple on July 25, or-
dered DCP (Southeast) to provide
them police protection and shift
them to a government safe
house.

The woman, who has been
staying at the safe house with
her partner since July 26, now
awaits the completion of a 30-

No major civic issue in Gurgaon except waterlogging, LS told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 8

DESPITE RECURRING com-
plaints by residents over the
state of Gurgaon'’s civic ameni-
ties — sanitation woes, lack of
proper drainage systems — the
Lok Sabha was told there are no
“major civic infrastructure-re-
lated issues” in the Millennium
City, except for waterlogging
during episodes of heavy rain.

Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister and former
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar said
this while referring to informa-
tion provided by the Haryana
government.

It was a written response to
a question by Congress leader
and Rohtak MP Deepender
Singh Hooda on whether
Gurgaon continues to suffer
from infrastructural problems,
specifically waterlogging, de-
spite being a 'key corporate hub'.

He sought specifics on steps
taken by the government to ad-
dress these challenges and
the amount of funds allocated
and utilised toward civic
improvements.

The Union Ministry stated
that water and sanitation fall un-
der the State's jurisdiction.

Khattar, citing the govern-
ment’s information, pointed to
the city's unique topography:
Gurgaon sits between the
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Aravalli hills to the east and the
Najafgarh Drain to the north-
west, creating an elevation dif-
ference of nearly 78 metres.

This created a natural gradi-
ent for water flow that was con-
trolled by historical drainage sys-
tems which relied on
19th-century bunds and pond
networks.

These, the minister said, have
now been rendered ineffective by

rapid urbanisation, leading
to frequent flooding during
monsoons.

"The rapid urbanisation has
rendered many bunds obsolete
and reduced pond networks,im-
pacting traditional drainage sys-
tems. Around 90 critical water-
logging points were identified in
2019, which were reduced to 30
in 2024,” Khattar said.

He said major civil works to
tackle waterlogging, as men-
tioned in the reply, include: con-
struction of master stormwater
drains at critical bottlenecks
such as Narsinghpur along NH-
48, Khandsa Chowk, Tau Devi Lal
Stadium, and near Sector 17/18,
among others.

"Emergency water-pumping

infrastructure has also been
scaled up. The Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) and
Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) reported de-
ployment of 141 heavy-duty
pumps and 77 suction tankers to
alleviate crisis points during sea-
sonal flooding. Further, to ad-
dress systemic drainage issues, a
comprehensive drainage plan s
reportedly in the works."

The State government's as-
sertion comes at a time when
the MCG, inaJuly 29 office order
allowing residents, corporators
and contractors to deploy their
vehicles for garbage collection,
admitted to the sanitation issues
in the city.

‘My staff extension of me’: Judge raps ‘over-assertive’ lawyer

NIRBHAY THAKUR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

STANDING FIRMLY with his court
staff, a judge at a Delhi court
Friday pulled up a lawyer for be-
ing “over-assertive” with them.
“My court staff is an extension of
me. They're government ser-
vants. They need to be respected
as much as the Judge,” Special
Judge Dr Vishal Gogne of Rouse
Avenue Court told the lawyer.
The exchange happened dur-
ing the hearing in the land-for-
jobs corruption case lodged by
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) against former

Bihar CM Lalu Yadav and his fam-
ily. The judge noted that the
lawyer for one of the accused was
insisting that the court decide on
an application filed by his client.

“..sometimes we get over ex-
cited and want an order in our
favour. You can’t enter into a
jostling situation with the court,”
Judge Gogne said.

“Your Honour, that was not
my intentionatall,” said Advocate
Vikas Walia.

He was representing a school
principal,among the 103 accused
in the case.

Judge Gogne said, “You canbe
talking about these things as a
matter of right, but not with so

much assertion, as if the court is
duty-bound to grant you all your
wishes.”

Earlier, the principal had ap-
pealed in court that a letter from
him dated June 27, 2022, to the
Investigating Officer (I0) of the
case be treated as a confessional
statement and, therefore, be dis-
regarded by the court.

“The court finds the insistence
of the Ld. Counsel for A-20 upon
the application being decided be-
fore he maylead other arguments
to be a conscious ploy to seek a
truncated and piecemeal as well
as premature finding from the
courtonissuesrelating to charge,”
the court said in its order reject-

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

ing the prayer.

“More so, when the docu-
ment in question is a letter from
the accused to the 10 and is not
cited as a confession or a disclo-
sure statement by the CBI. The
heightened insistence of the Ld.
Counsel is perceived by the court
as adisguise for delay,” it added.

Judge Gogne repeated that
theissue at hand was a matter of
trial. “When charge itself is not
contemplated as a mini-trial, no
such exercise can be conducted
for appreciating the tenor or ad-
missibility of a document even
prior to an order on charge,” he
said.

The CBI's case against Lalu

pertains to the alleged transfer
ofland at cheap rates to himand
his family in return for appoint-
ments made in Group-D substi-
tute jobs in the Central Railways
between 2004 and 2009, when
he was the Railways minister
under the Congress-led UPA-1
government.

Through its multiple
chargesheets, the central probe
agency claimed that there were
several discrepancies in the
documents furnished by those
who were given jobs in ex-
change for land, such as candi-
dates having sequential roll
numbers on their caste and res-
idence certificates.

day notice period to get married
— the couple had submitted a no-
tice of intended marriage under
the Special Marriage Act on
August 4.

“We have been wanting to
get married since 2019. We kept
thinking that the situation
would get better for interfaith
couples, but it keeps getting
worse... | am anticipating my
parents may come to the wed-
ding and voice their opposition,
but I am prepared,” said the
woman, who had met her part-
ner at a coaching centre in 2018.

“While he told his family last
December about our relation-
ship, I could not because I always
knew it’s a strict no-no. My aunt,
in 2019, had found me chatting
with him, called the women'’s
helpline, and forced me to tell
the police that [ was being ha-
rassed. [ was very scared then
and had relented,” she added.

The woman, a BEd graduate,
said while her family has mostly
seen arranged marriages, her
mother’s brother was the first to
rebel by marrying outside their
caste. “The family did not speak
to him for a few years, butit’s dif-
ferent for men. The family even-

FAZILPURIA SHOOTING
Another suspect
held in police
‘encounter’

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
GURGAON,AUGUST 8

A 24-YEAR-OLD man, suspected
tobelinked to a shooting incident
involving Haryanvi rapper Rahul
Fazilpuria last month, was appre-
hended following an alleged en-
counter in Gurgaon early on
Friday, police said.

The accused, identified as
Ramandeep, a resident of Sirsa,
sustained injuries and was hospi-
talised, a police spokesperson said,
adding that he would be arrested
after his discharge.

The suspect faces eight cases,
including attempt to murder, rob-
bery, dacoity,and drug-related of-
fences, police said. According to
the police, the incident occurred
near NSG Camp around 1.20 am
when a Crime Branch team spot-
ted Ramandeep on a motorcycle,
which did not bear a number
plate. When officers tried to in-
tercept him, he crashed his bike
in an attempt to flee and also
fired four shots at them, an offi-
cer said.

“This prompted the police to
retaliate by firing two shots. While
one was fired in the air,another hit
himintheleg. He was then appre-
hended and hospitalised,” the po-
lice spokesperson said. A case has
been registered.

Last month, another accused
in the case, Vishal (25), was
arrested.

tually came around, and estab-
lished relations with him. Itis not
the same for me.”

“My parents always wanted
me to remain in Prayagraj and
follow the family’s norms and
traditions, including them de-
ciding who I will marry. [ was
made to feel that it is a favour
they’re extending by educating
me...,” said the woman, who is
looking for a job. Her partner
works at a Delhi-based private
company.

Her disappointment with the
Delhi Police’s conduct is appar-
ent. “When we approached the
DCP office seeking protection,
they said there is no such thing
as a safe house... The DCP, too,
told us that there is no such con-
cept of a safe house. Then they
said I had to undergo a medical
test. We thought it was perhaps
an order from senior officers, and
[ gave my consent. We were then
separated. I was taken to a
women’s shelter home against
my will... they took away my
phone, neither allowed me to
meet or contact my partner. It
was only after the court inter-
vened that we were taken to a
safe house,” she said.

Anti-defacement
norms issued for
DUSU elections

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

LESS THAN a year after the Delhi
High Court rapped the varsity for
defacement during students’
polls, the university has issued a
detailed set of anti-defacement
guidelines as it gears up for the
Delhi University Students’ Union
(DUSU) elections, scheduled for
next month.

Under the new guidelines, no
banner, poster or noticeis allowed
to be posted on the walls of the
college. DU has banned the use of
vehicles in colleges, for canvass-
ing. It stressed that handmade
posters, pamphlets and notices
may be used by candidates, at des-
ignated places.

The anti-defacement meas-
ures extend to spaces beyond the
campus gates. The notification
further states that failing to abide
by the guidelines “will be treated
as an act of indiscipline and will
invite strict disciplinary action”.

The university also links the
new guidelines to the larger goal
of preserving order during the
polls. It specifies that the instruc-
tions aim to ensure “the process
of electionsis conductedinafree,
fair and peaceful manner without
causing any inconvenience to the
academic environment”.

DU will also form a commit-
tee in each college to monitor the
enforcement of the anti-deface-
ment measures.
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Rahul doubles down on ‘vote theft’ charge,
seeks Karnataka govt probe; EC hits back

AKRAMM
BENGALURU, AUGUST 8

KEEPING HIS guns trained on the
Election Commission(EC)and the
BJP over his allegations of “vote
theft”, Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Friday urged the
Congress-led Karnataka govern-
ment to investigate alleged irreg-
ularities in the Bangalore Central
constituency during the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections and initiate action
against the culprits behind it.

Addressing the Congress's
‘Vote Adhikar Rally’ at Freedom
Park in Bengaluru, Gandhi asked
the ECto share the digital voter list
of constituencies across India
compiledinthelast 10yearsalong
with CCTV footage recorded at
polling boothsin elections during
this period.

“Here (in Karnataka), one Lok
Sabha seat was stolen. This is a
criminal act against the people of
the state. The Karnataka govern-
ment should investigate this and
take action,” Gandhi said.

He accused the EC of includ-
ing “thousands of fake voters in
the list” and said the issue should
be investigated to bring out details
of the irregularities in
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-
ment, which falls within the
Bangalore Central Lok Sabha seat.

Gandhi claimed that “if the EC
doesn’t share the electronic voter
lists and CCTV footage, they are
hiding a crime and are helping the
BJP steal elections”.

After claiming that he had an
“atom bomb” of evidence show-
ing the EC had allegedly “stolen
votes” for the BJP, Gandhi on
Thursday released the findings of
a Congress investigation in the
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-

DEMANDS CBI PROBE

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, LoP in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah and Dy CM DK
Shivakumar at Vote Adhikar Rally in Bengaluru, Friday. P11

ment's voting in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. In a presentation to
the media at the AICC headquar-
ters in Delhi then, he claimed the
Congress won other Assembly
segments in Bangalore Central

Lok Sabha seat “except
Mahadevapura” and lost the elec-
tion by 1,14,046 votes.

“Itis a huge imbalance. So we
started looking at Mahadevapura,
the details. And we found that
1,00,250 votes were stolen,” the
LoP then alleged. He said the
Congress'sanalysis found “11,965
duplicate voters, 40,009 fake and
invalid addresses, 10,452 bulk vot-
ers with the same address, 4,132
invalid photos, and 33,692 in-
stances of Form 6 misuse”.

Reiterating at the Bengaluru
rally that the ECshould share voter
data with the Opposition parties
in a digital format along with
video records, Gandhi said this
would prove the Congress's
charge that such “vote irregulari-

0,500 phones tapped
by BRS govt, alleges
Minister Bandi Sanjay

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 8

AFTER DEPOSING before the
Hyderabad Police in the phone
tapping case on Friday, Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar said
that 6,500 phones, including
those of ministers and MLAs,
were tapped illegally during the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government’s tenure in
Telangana.

He alleged that the phones of
Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy
were tapped, along with his.

“They tapped the phones us-
ing the pretext of Maoists. Along
with me, phones of Revanth
Reddy and BRS MLAs were also
tapped. In fact, I was the first per-
son to expose the issue of phone
tapping,” he told reporters in
Hyderabad.

“Not only were my phones
tapped, but even the phones of
my staff, family, and workers
were tapped. Shockingly, even
the phones of KCR’s daughter
Kavitha and son-in-law were
also tapped. I don't even know
what to call such disgusting peo-
ple,” Kumar alleged.

He added: “Whatever politi-
cal programs I planned, the po-
lice already knew about them in
advance. They used to call our
staff and ask, "You are planning

Union Minister of State for
Home Bandi Sanjay Kumar

this particular program, right?'
Now I understand — it was all
because of the phone tapping.”

The minister alleged that the
BRS regime tapped phones of
businessmen and extorted thou-
sands of crores of rupees. “Let me
give one example: during the
last elections, X7 crore was seized
from the Congress MP candidate
from Khammam. In total, hun-
dreds of crores were seized from
Congress leaders. But no one
knows what happened to all that
money. If 320 crore was seized,
they used to show only X2 crore
in the records and pocket the re-
maining 18 crore,” he claimed.

Kumar said the investigation
into the phone tapping case
should be left to the CBI. “If
Revanth Reddy is truly sincere,
he should prove it by immedi-
ately writing to the Centre, re-
questing a CBlinvestigation into
the phone tapping case,” the
Union MoS said.

ties” did notresultin just one seat
being “stolen”. “Not only in
Karnataka, seats were stolen
across the country. The EC is not
of the BJP. The EC works for the
Constitution. In Karnataka, we
have investigated one seat. But we
are sure that more seats were
stolen,” he alleged.

Gandhi said PM Narendra
Modi became the PM for the third
time with the NDA’s 293 Lok
Sabha seats after the BJP’s tally of
240 seats fell short of the 272-seat
majority mark. “We have shown
thatone seat was stolen. In 25 (Lok
Sabha) seats, they have won by a
margin of fewer than 35,000
votes. If we get electronic data, we
will show that he became PM be-
cause of theft,” he alleged.

“The data we collected is evi-
dence of crime. It took six months
to analyse it. Entire election data
is evidence. And if anyone de-
stroys it, then they are destroying
the evidence and continuing the

Tejashwi asked
to surrender
‘fake’ voter ID
by August 16

RJD leader
Tejashwi
Prasad
Yadav

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, AUGUST 8

THE ELECTORAL Registration
Officer (ERO) for Digha Assembly
constituency has issued a fresh
notice toBihar LoPand R]D leader
Tejashwi Yadav, asking him to sur-
render an allegedly fake Electors
Photoldentity Card (EPIC) thathe
displayed during a press confer-
ence on August 2. The deadline for
submission has been set for 5 pm,
August 16.

During the press meet, Yadav
presented an EPIC bearing the
number RAB2916120, which he
said he could not find on EC por-
tal. After verification, the ERO
stated that the EPIC number in
question was never issued by the
EC. The ERO further pointed out
that Yadav’s valid entry in the
voter list appears under “EPIC
number RAB0456228".

In its letter, the ERO wrote, “It
appears that the EPIC card dis-
played during the press confer-
ence is fake. Creating and using
forged government documentsis
a legal offence.” The notice con-
cluded with a renewed request.
“You are once again requested to
deposit your apparently fake EPIC
card at the Office of ERO by 5 pm
on August 16,2025.”
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crime,” he said.

If the EC refuses to share the
data, the Congress will carry out
the same exercisein 15 to 20 other
seats to expose such “malprac-
tices”, Gandhi said.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged that
the BJP-led NDA government was
formed due to “vote theft”. “Ithas
no moral ground or right to con-
tinue in power,” he said.

Referring to his first election
loss in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
Kharge alleged his defeat to the
BJP in Gulbarga was due to “vote
fraud”. “But we did not realise it
then. In five constituencies, bogus
voting was done,” he alleged.

Rejecting Gandhi's allegations,
state BJP president BY Vijayendra
said that the Mahadevapura
Assembly segment has always
been abastion of the BJP. Alleging
discrepancies in the
Chamarajanagar Lok Sabha seat
and the Shivajinagar Assembly

STATE CEQ ORDERED
PROBE: SHIVAKUMAR

Bengaluru: Karnataka Dy CM
D K Shivakumar Friday said
the state Chief Electoral Officer
V Anbukumar has ordered an
investigation into Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's allega-
tions of election fraud. CEO
Anbukumar asked Shivak-
umar to submit documents to
support his claims withadec-
laration or oath, as per therule.
Shivakumar said he was in-
formed that they (CEO’s office)
have started their probe.
Shivakumar, said he will visit
the CEO's office again to obtain
the documents. PTI

seat, where minorities areinlarge
numbers, he demanded that the
Congress leader “inspect” what
happened in these constituencies.

Sign declaration: EC

Referring to Gandhi’s demand
for machine readable voter lists,
the EC said on X that the
Congress’s pleaforithad beenre-
jected by the Supreme Court in
2019. It added that Gandhi had
never “personally sent a self-
signed letter” to the ECand reiter-
ated its position that he should
submit claims and objections
against specific voters and sign the
declaration as per rules. “Either
sign the declaration onissues you
have raised in the press confer-
ence which you believe is true or
else apologise to the nation,” the
EC stated.

The poll body alsorejected the
allegation that electoral rolls were
not available, sharing a link for
downloading them.

- INPUTSFROMDAMININATH

Existing laws enough to
prevent non-citizens from

registering as electors,
EC told House panel in 24

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

WHEN THE Election Commission
announced its decision to con-
duct a SIR of the electoral rolls of
the country - starting with Bihar
onJune 24-itlisted the “inclusion
of the names of foreignillegal im-
migrants” as one of the reasons
behind the move.

But, in 2024, the commis-
sion told a Parliamentary stand-
ing committee that the existing
legal provisions were enough to
keep non-citizens from en-
rolling as electors.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice had
in its report on August 4, 2023,
recommended that the EC come
up with a legal mechanism to
ensure that non-citizens with
Aadhaar do not end up linking
their Aadhaar and Voter IDs.

After an amendment to the
election laws in 2021, EC began
collecting Aadhaar numbers of
electors in order to link with the
Elector’s Photo Identity Card
(EPIC)in 2022, on voluntary basis.

In the 2023 report, the com-
mittee had expressed concerns
over “linking of Aadhaar with
EPIC of non-citizens”, leading it
to “suggest that the ECI should
establish a legal provision or an
alternative mechanism to ensure
that non-citizens with Aadhaar

are notincluded in the voter list.”

On Friday, the committee,
chaired by BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Brij Lal, presented its report on the
actions taken by the Law Ministry
and EClonits 2023 report. The re-
portrecorded the EC'sreply to the
2023 recommendation.

Replying to the committee
onJanuary 17,2024, the EC said:
“As per Section 16 of RP Act, 1950
a non-citizen is disqualified for
registration in an electoral roll...
Aadhaaris not a citizenship doc-
ument. Further, under Section 31
of the RP Act, 1950 making false
declaration in connection with
the preparation, revision or cor-
rection of an electoral roll or the
inclusion or exclusion of any en-
try in or from an electoral roll is
a punishable offence with im-
prisonment for a term which
may extend to one year, or with
fine or both...”

Satisfied with the response,
the committee did not reiterate
the recommendation.

Meanwhile, the committee
reiterated some of its other rec-
ommendations that were not ac-
cepted by the government so far,
including lowering the age limit
for contesting elections to 21
years. “...the feasibility of a
phased or limited reduction in
the minimum age... may be ex-
plored through a structured im-
pact study to assess potential im-
plications and benefits,” the
committee recommended.
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‘Lalu, Rahul want to protect
infiltrators for vote-bank
politics™ Shah defends SIR

HIMANSHU HARSH
PATNA, AUGUST 8

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
Friday accused the Congress and
the RJD of “defending infiltrators”
for vote-bank politics by criticis-
ing the special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar.

Shah was speaking in Bihar’s
Sitamarhi district after laying the
foundation of aZ900-crore rede-
velopment project for the Mata
Janaki temple at Punaura Dham,
considered the birthplace of
Goddess Sita.

“Rahul Gandhi should stop
this vote-bank politics,” Shah
said. He claimed: “This voter list
purification is not happening for
the first time, your great-grand-
father (former PM Jawaharlal)
Nehru had initiated it. Since you
are losing election after election,
you are giving excuses in ad-
vance for the Bihar polls.”

Shah said: “The Election
Commission released the draft
list and neither the Congress nor
the R]D submitted a single objec-
tion. So who exactly are you de-
fending? Those who come from
Bangladesh and take away jobs
meant for Bihar’s youth?”

Targeting R]JD chief Lalu
Prasad, he said: “If Lalu and his
company want votes of infiltra-
tors, the people of Bihar will not
accept them.” Shah vowed that
“infiltrators” would be removed
from the voter list.

He also accused the Congress
of ignoring national security
during its tenure. “Under
Congress rule, bomb blasts
would happen and terrorists
would escape to Pakistan, no one
dared to question them. But
when Modi ji came to power, we
carried out a surgical strike after
Uri, an airstrike after Pulwama,
and inresponse to the Pahalgam
attack, we launched ‘Operation
Sindoor’ and eliminated terror-
ists inside Pakistan’s territory.”

He tookaimat the R]D’s long

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar in Sitamarhi on Friday. P11

rule in Bihar. “Tejashwi Yadav ji,
your father and mother ruled
Bihar for years. Apart from pro-
moting goondaism, kidnapping,
and running mafias, what did
they do for the development of
Mithilanchal? You are demand-
ing accountability from me, I've
come with the full accounting on
behalf of Modi ji.”

“Main to baniye ka beta
hoon, aana paayi ka hisaab lekar
aaya hoon (I'm a baniya’s son,
I've come with every penny ac-
counted for),” Shah added.

Listing out multiple infra-
structure and development proj-
ectsincluding roads, bridges, rail,
irrigation, flood management,
Shah said the NDA government
has given over 383,000 crore to
Bihar in the last six visits of Modi.

“But above all, the most im-
portant work done today is lay-
ing the foundation for the grand
Janaki temple,” he said, calling
the temple foundation-laying a
turning point in religious
tourism for the state.

He also hailed CM Nitish
Kumar for committing hundreds
of crores towards the redevelop-
ment of the temple, located
around 5 km from Sitamarhi town
near the India-Nepal border.

The initiative, which aims to
emulate the scale of Ayodhya’s
Ram temple, will see the estab-
lishment of a grand temple com-
plex over a67-acre area, with the
project targeted for completion
in 11 months. Nitish and several
cabinet colleagues joined Shah
for the foundation ceremony.

The temple project is part of
the Ramayana circuit, a broader
initiative linking Ayodhya,
Sitamarhi and Janakpurin Nepal,
to facilitate religious tourism and
pilgrimage routes.

On July 1, the Bihar cabinet
sanctioned ¥882.87 crore for the
integrated development of the
temple premises. Out of this,
X137 crore is for the renovation
of the existing temple and its
surroundings, X728 crore for
tourism-related infrastructure
and 16 crore for a decade of
comprehensive maintenance.

At another cabinet meeting
on July 29, a revised estimate of
X165.57 crore was also cleared
for the acquisition of an addi-
tional 50 acres, beyond the 17
acres currently available at
Punaura Dham temple premises.
The new land will be used for de-
veloping tourism infrastructure
and related facilities.

Systematic belittling of institutions:
Bhupender Yadav takes on LoP

JATINANAND
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

A DAY after Rahul Gandhi levied
“vote chori” allegations and ac-
cused the ECI of helping the BJP,
Union minister Bhupender Yadav
on Friday took on the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
accusing him of conjuring up “a
fake narrative” aimed at “system-
atic belittling” of the country’s
constitutional institutions.

At a press conference, Yadav
said that for several days, Gandhi
had been “talking about trigger-
ing an atom bomb” but on
Thursday, he had “ended up saw-
ing the same tree branch that he
is sitting on” through his presen-
tation alleging voter fraud and
“threats” issued to the poll panel
and its employees.

“Arrogance underlined the
language used by the Yuvraj of
the Congress against the employ-
ees of the functioning Election
Commission of India. Rahul
Gandhi has said ‘When we come
to power, there will be conse-
quences for EC officers big and
small’.Does such language for the
employees of the constitutional
institutions of the country suit the
Leader of Opposition?” he asked.

“If someone attacks the pride

Union
minister
Bhupender
Yadav

of the army in this country, it is
Rahul Gandhi - and the SC'’s re-
marks are in front of one and all.
After these, Congress leaders did
not refrain from making remarks
against the SCitself. In this coun-
try, the Army, the EC, Parliament
—these are such constitutional in-
stitutions which work autonomo-
usly and independently, and we
are all governed by them,” Yadav
added. Everyone who followed
the Constitution in letter and
spirit, Yadav said, should abide by
this process because the EC and
the judiciary are institutions with
constitutional status. Those who
abide by the Constitution, he
added, also have aduty to “not use
such arrogant and threatening
language against them”.

Gandhi had alleged irregular-
ities in the voter lists for the
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-
ment in the Bangalore Central Lok
Sabha seat, claiming that over 1
lakh votes could be fraudulent.

Citing data crunched by the
BJP on “50 seats” similar to those
analysed by the Congress, Yadav

alleged that a “lie had been told
with complete preparation” by
the Raebareli MP.

“His first sentence was ‘there
was an increase of 1 crore votes
in Maharashtra...the website of
the Election Commission of India
states that in 2024 in the
Maharashtra Assembly elections,
the number of voters was 9,71,
41,289...in Lok Sabha, the num-
ber of voters was 9,30,61,760; so
40 lakh votes increased between
the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha
elections,” Yadav said.

“But Rahul Gandhi is saying
1 crore votes increases...so there
isa 60 per cent margin. Does this
mean that whenever he says
anything now, a margin of 60 per
cent should be deducted from it?
Because heislying with a 60 per
cent margin in his first sentence
itself...they won most seats
where there was an increase in
the number of voters,” he added.

Saying that an Opposition
party, after losing polls, was ped-
dling lies, Yadav also sought toac-
cuse Gandbhi of “shoot and scoot
tactics”. “Has any evidence been
givenunder oathin the EC? That
is not the case...if there is any
(evidence), this is a matter be-
tween them (Rahul Gandhi)and
the EC. But, in the country, lies
should not be peddled,” he said.

As Rahul, Tejashwi get set for Bihar Yatra, INDIA bloc closes ranks: SIR, ‘vote chori’ row

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

WITH THE Opposition display-
ing rare unity in Parliament over
the Election Commission (EC)'s
special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in poll-bound
Bihar and applauding him for his
presentation on alleged “vote
chori (theft)” in Karnataka,
Leader of the Opposition (LoP)in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi now
seems to be keen to capitalise on
this new-found bonhomie in the
INDIA bloc, which has for long
been in a state of limbo.

At a dinner for top INDIA al-
liance leaders in Delhi on
Thursday evening, Rahul and
LoP in the Bihar Assembly

Tejashwi Yadav invited all of
them to attend a rally to be held
by the Congess and the R]D in
Patna on September 1.

If they all turn up for the rally,
itwould mark arare event when
the Opposition bloc leaders
would be sharing a dais. Even
during the 2024 Lok Sabha poll
campaign, the parties had been
unable to come together on one
stage.

The previous instances when
the Opposition alliance leaders
came together was during rallies
in Delhi and Ranchi to protest the
arrests of ex-Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal and
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren.

If the top brass of the bloc
comes together once again on a
stage, it would mark a new chap-

ter in coordination among the
Opposition parties outside
Parliament. It would also be in-
teresting since two states where
the INDIA bloc's constituents are
rivals - Kerala and West Bengal
— are headed to the Assembly
polls in about eight months.

In Kerala, the Congress will
take on the CPI(M)-led Left,
while in West Bengal, the
Trinamool Congress (TMC) will
be up against the Congress and
the Left parties.

But that electoral compul-
sion apart, there seems to be an
agreement in the alliance as of
now that the “electoral malprac-
tice” issue that Rahul has been
raising as well as the SIR in Bihar
were critical for the parties ne-
cessitating their unity.

Sources said there was much
bonhomie between Rahul and
TMC general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee at the dinner meet the
former hosted at his residence.
The two were engaged in a long
conversation and the TMCtoo s
said to be happy with the hospi-
tality shown by the Gandhis.

The TMC always stresses on
a distinction between itself and
the other INDIA parties, stating
that while others are electoral al-
lies of the Congress, the TMC is
not. Sources said Rahul extended
an invitation to Abhishek and
West Bengal CM and TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee for
the September 1 Patnarally. Itis
in many ways a rapprochement
of sorts between the Congress
and TMC.
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The Congress, which has
been on the receiving end of
taunts and attacks by its allies
for failing to take the initiative
to keep the INDIA bloc alive, has
finally decided to take charge.
Before the start of Parliament's
Monsoon Session last month,
the Congress convened an on-
line meeting of the Opposition's
floor leaders, which it had not
done in the previous sessions
after the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

And in the last fortnight, both
Rahul and Congress president
Mallkarjun Kharge have chaired
multiple meetings of INDIA par-
ties to ensure smooth floor coor-
dination. The SIR is, of course, the
new-found glue.

For many Opposition parties,

it is the prospect of a nation-
wide electoral roll revision that
is of key concern. And that is
what is uniting them. Even the
Kejriwal-led AAP, which had
walked out of the INDIA bloc, is
with the other Opposition par-
ties in raising the issue and
paralysing Parliament with
protests.

The Patna rally would mark
the conclusion of a fortnight-
long yatra planned by the
Congress and R]D. Rahul and
Tejashwi are expected to launch
the hybrid yatra - called the
“Matdata Adhikar Yatra” — from
Sasaram on August 17.

Said to be an idea floated by
the Congress, the yatra will cover
around 100 Assembly con-
stituencies in Bihar’s

Seemanchal and Mithilanchal
regions, and would serve to
launch the Mahagathbandhan
alliance’s campaign for the Bihar
Assembly elections due in barely
three months.

The Mahagathbandhan be-
lieves the SIR has huge reso-
nance on the ground in Bihar
and hopes to carry forward its
narrative against it till the
Assembly elections.

The yatra was originally
scheduled to start from August
10, but was postponed by a week
following JMM patriarch and ex-
Jharkhand CM Shibu Soren’s de-
mise. On August 11, the INDIA
bloc MPs will also take out a
march to the EC’s office from
Parliament.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M)

Politburo hasissued a statement
urging the EC to take “remedial
measures to restore public con-
fidence in the electoral process”.
“In recent times, serious
questions have been raised
about the fairness of elections —
ranging fromirregularities in the
preparation of electoral rolls,
particularly the SIR process in
Bihar, to malpractices witnessed
in the state elections of
Maharashtra and Karnataka -
which appear to favour the rul-
ing party,” the CPI(M) stated.

“It is the duty of the EC to
conduct thorough inquiries into
the issues raised by the
Opposition... and to demon-
strate to the people thatitis a
transparent and impartial con-
stitutional body.”
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} NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED
*f {A Govt. of India Undertaking)
A-11, Sector-24, Noida-201301 o
NFL (CIN-L74899DL1974GOI00T417) NEPA LIMITED . ARMY INSTITUTE OF LAW (AIL) ‘I!
s Pheone — 0120 2412294, Extn. 3411 - (A Govt. of India Undertaking) — SEGTDE;E,P' MO 1‘.5,':”}52 A S
Ref. No. 06-2025-26-WSF-02EW Date : 09.08.2025 | R\~ CIN : U21012MP1947GOI000636 . Tele; 01 ?2'599Jj3'-"!'33é AN 3'?_2?3_‘33“_
NOTICE INVITING GLOBAL E-TENDER ~ Regd. Office: Nepanagar, Dist: Burhanpur (MP)-450221 ISR Weasite: www.all.ac.in, T-mall — infoetiail.ac.in

Website : wew.nepamilis.nic.in, Contact Mo, 07325-222167 APPOINTMENTS

Bids are invited for Supply of Water Soluble Fertilizers

ey ARMY INSTITUTE OF LAW (AIL)
9' SECTOR-68, MOHALI - 160062
B Tele: 0172-5095336-38, FAX-0172-5039280
Website: www.ail.ac.in, E-mail - info@ail.ac.in

APPOINTMENTS

May 05, 2020 and in continuation to General Circular Mo, 09/2023 e
FEIG WEWEYE FRAT TS uREeEd wHa | | May i t{if’%
"

dated September 25, 2023 & No. 09/2024, issued by the Ministry %@7

.ﬂmﬁﬁﬁ ﬁﬁﬁ[ of Corporate Affairs (MCA) (hereinafler collectively referred to as

“the Circulars"), Companies are allowed Lo hold AGM through VC, HARERA

ﬂt,m e S A W W “,m o ;#'m“ % T n’”,* fone iyt without the physical presence of members at a common venue, ':"F"Ej'_r'*

wirwy smedfen few w00 v .1“ e ¥ Tl ELL" e wr2wm &) feais Hence, in compliance with the Circulars, the AGM of the EGFHFIEFI)' PUBLIC NOTICE

W/0R/2025 T 3:00 % WO W T TN & wier @ o s W w4 T W | s being held through V. The Annual Report of the company for FOR GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING REGISTRATION OF THE
oI W o e LeA Pifia 19/08/2025 W1 Wl 2:00 WA wEEeE e SRR | | the year 2024-2025 along with AGM Notice and explanatory AFFORDABLE RESIDENTIAL PLOTTED COLONY UNDER DILIAY
wiri & wraie # el v uall ®1 Toftufy F wie A Fam el wd @ w| | statement will be sent only by e-mail to all those members PROMECT NAMELY

wHiET B TR W 9w segwdes B wow s oW e w1 gd | | whose e-mail addresses are registered with the company or - “NAMAR _
i wilh the Company's Registrar and Share Transfer Agent LOCATED AT SECTOR 11, SOHNA, GURUGRAM BEING DEVELOPED BY

: M/S NBSAM NS NPV
we - Purva Sharegistry (India) Pvt. Ltd. in accordance with the ——— L L,

OWSFS) o differitt grades. st diflerent. porks in sach coast NOTICE 1. Application are invited for regular post of 1. Application are invited for regular post of Asst Prof of

(E-tender ID: 2025_NFL_244363_1). Last date for bid| | notice is hereby given that the 78" Annual General Meeting Librarian-01. A I 'éﬁé‘fﬁ&';andmams will apply online within 14 days on Punjabi
submission is 18" August, 2025 (1400 hrs IST). (AGM) of members of the Company will be held on Saturday 2. Eligible candidates will apply online within 14 days on Punjabi ' University Patiala Portal, collegejobs,punjabiuniversity.ac.in

For details, visit websites: www.nationalfertilizers.com or 30" August, 2025 at 05:00 p.m. at registered office of the Unwarsrt? F‘atlalaFmrtal..cullagemhs.punjahlrl.l nw?rsltyr.at:.ln. FnrdetailsrefertnInstit;_ﬂe Website: ':uww_ail.an.!n S

https:/fetenders.gov.infeprocurelapp. Corrigendum/Addendum, Company, Nepanagar, Distt. Burhanpur (M.P.) 450221 through For details refer to Institute Website: www.ail.ac.in . Princinal
ifany, shall be published only on above websites. gy (I&IP) ‘;idecn Et}tnfﬁgfﬂwl ["-:IZJ 1'1 ﬂzféﬁzfﬂﬁ;ifd ‘isu_flamgggg [G{:_"N-":'ﬂ} Al .

ursuant to Circular No, ated April 8, . Circular
No.17/2020 dated April 13, 2020 and Circular No. 20/2020 dated ™~ HERTU T HfY 0F Srefid Reafiarem, Seauy
MAHARANA PRATAP UNIVERSITY OF .ﬁ.GFIE'.'.:ﬂLTLIHE

AND TECHNOLOGY, UDAIPUR

ﬁ.dwernsemeni Mo, MPUAT/ 202501 Dated: 8th August, 2025
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POST OF

VICE-CHANCELLOR, MPUAT, UDAIPUR

Applications in the prescribed format are invited by the Chalrman, Search Committes
{constituted under Section 24 of the MPUAT Act 2000), for the post of Vice-
Chancellor, Maharana Pratap University of Agricullure and Technology, Udaipur.
Tha duly filled application must be submitted both in hard copy by post, addressed to
the Chairman. Vice-Chancellor Search Committee, c¢/o the Regisirar, MPUAT,
Udaipur (Rajasthan) - 313001, PO. Box No. 171, and in soft copy by email o
<yesearch2025@mpuat.ac.in= . The last date and time for receipt of both varsions

1 . - | I} I'| formmation of thi rtl public that an op I|._'||n'|rI|||| Il'lrl'- o ‘1 for
L U MCA Circulars. Me_mbers who have not tegml&red_thew e-mail r: '.5' r:. T. I::| : :nL m of :d nl_ﬁﬁr.:\mm:h Cid s E* ..:. .H w2l Ir"rlb e (hard and saft copy) of the application is 15" Seplember, 2025 (Monday) uptill 5:00
'fl'm T m addresses and mobile numbers, are FE‘QUEETEd ta furnish the same u.:||_||,-r sapton 4 of the Act of 21 6 is submitted in the Authorie By Mis “"\-.-i-:‘*\.-'l.:‘d PM. The detailed advertisament and ﬂp—ﬂlicﬂiiﬂﬂ format can be downloadad from the
No. 1TH64HR wrfemr | | to the Company's Reqgistrar and Share Transfer Agent, Purva L et R S i i i
Sharegistry (India) Pvi. Ltd. al support@purvashare.com. le':lﬂ .;Jhlnlul:.JD l!ll';_ll-llll.llll.ll'l: _Iita;.'lu:.‘:-ﬂr.luil. .t.-:;"il H*I:E":._IJ ::n-;'-ﬁnﬁllﬁqi;_-i:;]'il.l-:;u'd|!.f.~.:'|~.1?;l-!.!:-:-._5 T..J."I FIJ?_L.'; WS AN AN AR 2. 0 ﬁmmﬂlrﬂm:H AIRMAN
New Okhla Industrial D-E.'.E_lupm_ent Auth urity Annual FEEFH:Iﬂ of the Com pany for the }I'Eﬂl.' 2024-2025 EI.'IEIH:Q with :;';l ]:‘;!:S“l;:ii:_,“ﬁ:_‘.lI:-_!.;j::ﬂfi;;:::fﬂj.i:I:"_}.:h.!_:rl..d:-llr.jl_::]!J::.;:lﬂ.l_J.'.L;|'i:|I::_:r?: :.II.I.. :llil_lillz-.':in:.':iz:.lnlllll-!-ll'?.: (SEARCH COMMITTEE)
Administrative Euddmg Sector-6, Noida G.B Hagar (LR ;?FM F;ﬂF;EE ﬁ?_ld E:I{FI:IE nafnr*_..r sistomant will ais0 be available-on Drewelopess L. for settding up of Affordabbe Plomed Coloary aisder DOIAY e decion
o : 1 U=, a A 3 LetLEl 2 WaDsie orine Compant, 11, Sohit, Chirugrem, Theresther, spprovid Ter change of developer from MU Rahega . ] '
Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com The facility of e-voting Wiiliisu be made available at the AGM and [hevelopers L. o M .usm.:'.m n:!|:-||-:|.r|.|..'||-.||| et | -..l_r Hias ';-L--I.-u dane by |1-,.L.._-...I., COEP Tec hnnlugacal Llnwermty Pune
. Tondent amd Counlry Planmng, Harvann vide memd ner LU <bd TRIETS R V2030444 {Foarimer colle o i el
E'TEH DEH H'nTIcE Members ﬂ“ﬂ“ding the AGM lhrﬂﬁgh VE T OVAM who have not FETT N 'I.'l .'fI'IZ-II- Adter that p*.'::-'lr;:'-l-.*-r e, Mis MESAM Construchon JF'I.'I .id, ha= e --:1!':'-;23::1':331 Li:iﬂﬁ[-:g;] ik
cast their vote tl}' remote E-Vﬂting will ba able to vote at the AGM. -ii'n.':l |'-\:-:I.!-\.|:||"\_' zoning plan approval wide dig oo, OIPCP TS5 & 11096 gted Ph.{020)25507000/9, FAX: {020) 25507299
Request for Proposal :R'.:F} 5 3 The Company has availed the services of Purva Sharegistry ”{Tfi,"'.'.;;é oo 19 2014 daod 11062004 s dabi tesistered: with the ixberi " Web: www, l;nr'p‘lr'j;h ac.in r
Engage coaichos/ Sports Acadomive-for various (India) Pvt. Ltd. to provide the facility of remote e-voting / e-voting RERA Authority, Panchkula vide RC no, 93 of 2017 dated 20,08, 2017, Furiher, th '
dIEEIPIIHEE at Noida Stadium Spurts I:EI-ITIPIEH atthe AGM land porcel on which the pres<ni application for registration has been npplied by ihe Admission Notification for COEP Tﬂﬂhﬂﬂlﬂﬂiﬂﬂl
: . applicant promater was showom as High Schooll 2 Acres) amd EWS pliis (68 na ) in the i
NewDkhia Indusirial Deveiopment A“!h?“w (NQIDA) l”w.lﬂ'q' Further the Company will be providing remole e-voling facility to cattir ..|l1,|1rl.-:ll~f| |:|._m.-. ph.ﬂ;uu {106 2014, iuu:.u.ln.l-:u.lh =.|;ﬂ;r.-__- that ::.Jj;._xl-u. : _ Unwersit:..r.ieval A;AP wPOT) Round _
RFF to engage coaches/sports academies for the following R N T R e e s e plin fias been revised aftce the byout plan dated 29.08.017 and o third-pany rights It is notified to all aspiring candidates that COEP Technological
E it 1 I i 1 . of iy kil Texs Been created on this parcel of land By the Heense edder e, Sandard | i P f
ﬁrﬁﬂghnﬁﬂ i Nﬂld.ﬁ Etadlum Eﬂﬂ'rtﬂ' Eumplﬁx, EEEHDF 21'&" 'tI'IE-' I'Iﬂ“CE." 'D!: AGM RE‘F‘I’I’UtE-‘ E""u"'i'.'ll'iﬂg ﬂEﬁﬂd W||| commence at I‘:]r!l;‘\- . Jl.li :|:|||.iI alsn |.l:.I (15 u|?-|:J-I'.|.':|.'|I! |11||||:||.|I|I:-.: |I.|.'. | :-.I“'-IH-H!'S.‘.J 1'l.||'.:l':lll.||.".|-:'-:| gﬁln;-‘:'eéﬁ;llrgﬂLeu:iﬂgﬁpm{;PgIngiﬁI'T—'gr‘fzgrﬁla-?ﬁ?;'l tﬂDigz:
QIR . 900 AM. on WEdﬂ'EEday, leh A.UQU-EL 2025 and will end at Pwi |.lil b prremmsotoon b abso -:Iu|1|1|_|II:\.'-LI an alfidavat m ||IIH‘-r:\.'_I.'iLII: . : " : . o)
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® Table Tennis - {Jﬂh‘ Number'DEfSPDﬂEIEGEE‘EE‘] whose names appears in the Registﬁm '|:|f members list Df concemedagmeved om amy warking day during offce hours i, 9,00 am, 1446 First Year Df_ B Fjaﬂn|ng Pfﬂgramme will be Eﬂnl:!uclelj for
® Skating - (Job Number-03/Sports/2025-26) beneficial owners as on the cut-off date i.e. Saturday, 23™ August, Sy ,:T,'_'f.f“'?;':.:;zwrt!,:«:; e ::.':IJ?::.:,EHLV:;L',‘:,_'I':"']’_f“"""' sy ey el the seat(s) remaining vacant after the last date of reporting of last
* Archery # (Job Number-04/Sports/2025-26) 2025 will be eligible to cast their vote through remote e-voting Given under the !||1iﬂ-:t-'-| of the Authority and its seal CAP round Ell'l.d till the cut-off date as _nuhﬂeu:l by the State CET-
e Football - (JobNumber-05/Sports/2025-26) facility. Member participating through the VG / OVAM facility shal Sdl- Secretary CELL Mumbai for the current Academic Year 2025-26.
e Gym - (JobNumber-06/Sports/2025-26) be counted for the purpose of reckoning the quorum under Section Pared: (F-08.2025 "-"1'=:'=' l':““' “;'_-““ Regulatory #F’F’r:'ﬂalt'ﬂ'rfs lﬂrﬁl |F1vlte!::-ff|::|r:AEAF‘hfS iﬂﬂﬂ ET;%UEE E"E C:'['DlEz
e L ) S 103 ofthe Companies Act, 2013, Mutbwniy, Ciargrim -E‘l.'_i .ﬂﬂ- l..'.lglﬁﬂ _ni'u'Ersr : .I.,IFI.E, r | -2-£0. etaie
Uploading of Bid 09.08.2025 The Register of members and share transfer books of the company natiicaliok and fiok for applicalio form is available on GUET
Pre-bid Meeting 18.08.2025 (12:00 PM) will remains closed from 24" August, 2025 to 30° August, 2025 S E RAILWAY - E-TENDER Tech. website : https:/iwww.coeptech.ac.infadmissions/
Bid end Date & Time 28.08.2025 (05:00 PM - i o Registrar,
_ J _ = { . ) il:uc:th. days m::lu;we]-. . CORRIGENDUM . _— [ eg
Opening of Technical Bid 29.08.2025 (11:00 AM) Details regarding record dates, e-voting procedure along hdala Date: 09/08/2025 c Technological University Pune
with opening and closing date Iand detailed instructions for TRIHRE N D REMIAE L
Interasted eligible bidders can submit the RFP aleng with the jt}iningp’lche F?GM ara indigared in notice of AGM which will ba | | SORRIGENDUM/2025/05, Dated: -"+
website www,noidaauthority.com www.etender.up.nic.in. website www.nepamills.nic.in. Eor Nepa Limited Tender Notice No.: PCMM/GENLITR/ adia b —
Amendment/ Mn:umﬁc;tmn in documents, if any, shall be Sdl- 202;#24. nata_rd: !:H.D‘f.i'g:ﬁ puhhsﬁed Jharkhand Education P t‘ﬂ_’i[‘t! {'_‘:'mm:iL Ranchi
uploaded cnly on website. Nidhl Mishra earlier by Principal Chief Materials
Noida Sports Trust's official Date ; 08.08.2025 Company Secretary | |[Manager, South Eastern Railway,
Sports Secretary | | Flace : Nepanagar W NO- R TR Garden Reach, Kolkata-700043, sireeqvg frer aferern ufus, =0 gr Law Executive @ g w8 =99 &g uebiien fisms
P?'D;Eéa‘;}:m Tender Opening date should be read | | v 1767 fefiar 07.05.2025 B St # MCQ iy Ferfae Toe—He—Fvaes - mnm REIE?
Eialic Gotdas urtsstadiui'né r:ai_lllr mfl': as 18.08.2025 instead of 08.08.2025) | erfyary fr=tfen 14,08,2025 ) M e, i, e, o ¥ Preifa o g ) apafdi &1 wie o
) » g ' afi:;zg“&” MA AR, Jepc Ranchi & siffm1¥a Website https://jepc.jharkhand.gov.in 9 Sra-1ars e & 96 & |
i
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA 80/~
et ; (wfeerr= fad=g form)
BEFURE THE NATICMAL COMPANRY LAW TRIBUMAL S12012/01/2022-PI'OC-I(EPW) T eie R 1.“‘:_' }G"-Iﬁ ! ¥ m
PRINCIPAL BENCH AT NEW DELHI Government of India PR 359204 Jharkhand Education Project Council (25-26)_D fie: 7 /08 / 2025
CP [CAAVERPRIZ20E5
COMNECTED WITH
TRAMSFER PETITION :'EE;‘P'I;':_I:.J.NIEE ACT) 10/PB{2025 MlnlStry Of Health & Famlly Welfare File No. Admin-1201 1(16)/1 1/2024-eoffice
Gl [CARERNDIEE2S °
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES AGT, 2013 Nirman Bhawa, New Delhi Government of India
AND N THE MATTER OF o o .
g:bjg;hgﬂr;}ﬁ FF” "-:-'.IZ.:E TIE rifmsz:i_ﬁ? 3 |1:r=;J FIFF.;'-LI.;- -.x:rH 1TI:|-I:' COMPANIES RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF DIRECTOR GENERAL & CHIEF MllllStl'y of Health and Famlly Welfare
(GO I5ES, ARBANGEMENTS AMD AMALGAMATIOMNE) AULES, BHE -
%‘:4::;;::'-'& J:-'l:'iT'u-lEuH;r{r' TION AMORGST MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA LIMITED AKD SUZU EXECUTIVE OFFICER ON DEFUTA TTON BA SIS DireCtorate General Of Health SerVice
sl = 1) AL LA DI AL L | I | 113 WL =LK
:SE{E:F!.:;E'_PFHT PRIVATE LIMITED AND THEIR RESPECTIVE SHAREHOLDERS AND | | Applications are invited for the post of Director General & Chief Executive Officer, Central Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (Drugs Section)

AND IN THE MATTER OF Medical Services Society (CMSS), New Delhi (an Autonomous Body under Ministry of
A PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY INCORFORATED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACT, 1958

FUNJ, NEW DELHI-110870, INDIA

ARUCSETETD), A PANVATE LIMITED COMPANY INCORPORATED: UNDER THE COMPANIES

HNEARVILLAGE BECHARAJ, MANDAL, AHMEDABAD, HANSALPUR, GLLIARAT - 382130, INDIA

MARUT! SUZUKI INDIA LIMITED, (CIN L34105001801PLC011375), (PAN Adaciossn) | | Health and Family Welfare) on deputation basis in Level 14 (Pay Band -4; Rs. 37400-67000| | Ministry of Health and Family Welfare invites application from eligible candidates for
HAVING (TS REGISTERED OFFICE AT PLOT NO. 1. MELSOM MANDELA RoaD, vasant | |plus Grade Pay of Rs.10000). The Society is engaged in procurement of medicines and filling up the posts as mentioned below at Central Drugs Testing Laboratory, Hyderabad
ETITIONER | TRANSEEREE Comeany | |medical equipment. on Deputation basis. The last date for receiving the applications will be within 50 days
SUZUKI MOTOR GUJARAT PRIVATE LIMITED, [CIR UiszniBieoiaricarsasal (PAM 19 Interested candidates may kindly visit Ministry's website www.mohfw.gov.in, Department from the date of publication of this advertisement in the Employment News.

ACT, 1556, HAVING (TS REGISTERED OFFICE AT BLOCK MO 234 AND 235 HANSALPUR. | | of Personnel & Training's website www.dopt.gov.in and CMSS' website www.cmss.gov.in 2. For further details please visit Ministry's website https://mohfw.gov.in or

advoczls nat {abar than 2 {iwo} deys befosa the dele fized for heamng of the Fatilian

PETITIONER | TRANSEERCH COMPANY for the details of vacancy, educational qualifications, terms and conditions for appointment CDSCO website https:/cdsco.gov.in

NOTICE OF PETITION to the post and the application form. The candidates may apply in the given proforma i
TAKE NOTICE that a Patition undar Sectipns 230 1o 232 of the Companies Act, 2013, 1o . . . SI. Name of the Pay as per No. of Office for which the
ablainiig sanclion of fhe Honale Hatomsl Company Law Tribunal Brincioel Beicn ot Hew | | together with self-attested copies of supporting documents through proper channel so as to .
bl i sa chiar & |'|E'.I an bla MNationzl Company La bunal, Principal Bench at New No. Post 7th CPC Post post is filled up
_:.".'f,'g;i';i:ﬁ;‘ﬁ'ﬁ‘;’;?}ﬂi[ﬂ E;n:;nx"‘alr“}::*fr;"L:é”:;‘fﬁ;’“’zg seniSEamed | |reach ““The Section Officer (EPW), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Room No. e G 5T evel § ST CFC - . - T=a
| Transferor Company™) (co |'!-.'t||'.r.‘:!',: raterad 1o &5 the “Patitioner Campanles”} and their 515-A, 5th Floor, Nirman Bhawan, Maulana Azad Road, New Delhi -110011°° within 45 - |Junior Scientific ay Level 8 of 7t (one) entral Drugs Testing
respactive sharehokiars and cradiioes [“Scheme™), was presanied by the Pefitionars Companies .. Officer (Rs. 47600-151100) Laboratory, Hyderabad
1o the Hon'ble Tribumal and was lsted lor kearing on 317 July, 2625 before the Hon'bla dayS from the date of publlcatlon in the Employment News. | . . . 4 | .
T'-r,!|'|,=,||_‘.'rg said Pelition is now fized for hearing on 11" September, 2625 befare the Director 2. | Senior Scientific Pay Level 7 of 7th CPC 1 (One) Central DI'llgS Testlng
1. :I.: |l|.|.i.._«l-:L;]Lr :I:,I!.w-j... e s Phone No. 011 23063483 .Assistant (Rs. 44900 - 142400 ) _ _ Laboratory, Hyderabad
| Transferse Campany’s advocate, netice of histher intention, signad By him/her of kister CBC-17102/11/0003/2526 Email: mk.sinha26@nic.in 1
advorala Wil e ||_-|J: Al and pdelress 20 8% 10 rmach ma Patiians: -:'.,I.I'£.|-'_II|C:E LATIDEN S ( @ ) Deputy DlreCtor (Admn)9 CDSCO HQ’

FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delhi-110002

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

‘Whesna hetzha seaks o appose the Patibon, the grourds of opposition or & capy af hisher
allidavit shall e Turmished il such nolse E,[ﬁ‘mﬂg HIBKR CBC_ 17194/1 1/0003/2526
B copy af the Patitan will be furrshed by the undarsigned ta any person feguiting 1he same sd[¥2d] f\aﬁiﬁﬂ ‘[?E]_'aﬂ Eﬂ. qﬁmq choe| Y E[E‘“m
an ,':IH:.'FV:"I': al e prescnoes l.'rliirg“':l lor tha sama 3
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Multidisciplinary
education scheme
budget gets

Cabinet approval

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on
Friday approved the proposal for
the implementation of the
Multidisciplinary Education and
Research Improvement in
Technical Education (MERITE)
scheme in 275 technical institu-
tions comprising 175 engineer-
ing institutions and 100 poly-
technics, Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw announced.
It is a central sector scheme
with a total financial implication
0f 4,200 crore for the period
from 2025-26 to 2029-30. Of
34,200 crore, there will be an ex-
ternal assistance of 32,100 crore
from the World Bank as a loan.
“An estimated 275 government
and government-aided techni-
cal institutions are expected to
be selected and supported un-
der the scheme... About 7.5 lakh
students will be benefitted,” a
statement said. PTI

Cabinet clears 4-laning of House panel: Revision of creamy

NH in TN at L2K-cr cost

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

THE UNION Cabinet Friday ap-
proved the four-laning of 46-km
Marakkanam-Puducherry sec-
tion of National Highway-332Ain
Tamil Nadu. The stretch is part of
the 264-km Chennai-Puduc-
herry-Nagapattinam corridor,
which is also called East Coast
Road or ECR. This was the only
two-lane stretch in the corridor.

The project will be developed
on Hybrid Annuity Mode (HAM)
— avariant of PPP — at a cost of
32,157 crore. The projectis sched-
uled to be completed in two years.
It traverses through Chengalpattu,
Villupuram districts of Tamil Nadu
and Puducherry.

The existing road between
Marakkanam and Puducherry is
34.1-km-long. Its widening was
notfound tobe feasible as the road
is surrounded by around eight

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
HEADCONSTABLEARJUNSINGH

-

i

01.09.1945-08.08.1991
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force rememberits gallant Jawan
Head Constable Arjun Singh on his Balidan

Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal
injuries in an IED blast triggered by militants

P

in area of Aliwal (Gurdaspur) Punjab and

made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
HEADCONSTABLENAGINDERSINGH

17.08.1966-08.08.2004
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force rememberits gallant Jawan
Head Constable Naginder Singh on his
- Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
fatal injuries in a grenade blast triggered by

habitations and commercial es-
tablishments and it would have
required many underpasses at
junctions and substantial land ac-
quisitionin built-up areas, leading
to higher costs and delays. So, the
Ministry of Road Transport tooka
bypass alignment, whichis 12-km
longer than the existing stretch.
According to the Ministry of
Road Transport, out of the 46-km
length of the project, the existing
11-km two-lane stretch will be
upgraded to four-lane and the rest
of the 35-km will be the bypass
portion of the corridor, which will
divert heavy commercial traffic
away from Puducherry city.
Officials said the four-laning of
the stretch will reduce travel time
between Marakkanam and
Puducherry from 60 minutes to
35. Ministry officials said a survey
in 2024 found that the total traffic
on the stretch was 17,800 passen-
ger Car Unit per day, necessitating
need to upgrade it to four lanes.

layer income limit ‘need of hour’

NIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

THE PARLIAMENTARY commit-
tee on welfare of Other
Backward Classes hasreiterated
in its latest report, which was
tabled in the House Friday, the
recommendation to revise the
creamy layer income ceiling,
calling it the “need of the hour”.
The committee had made this
recommendation first in a report
inApril this year. Inits action taken
report tabled on Friday, even as
the committee reiterated its rec-
ommendation, the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment
said inits response that “at present
thereis no proposal under consid-
eration for further revision of the
OBC creamy layer income limit”.
Noting the Centre’s response,
the committee stated that the
present threshold of Rs 8 lakh

was “insufficient”, given the “in-
crease in basic income of indi-
viduals of even lower income
groups and the increasing trend
of the inflation index.”

It went on to reiterate in “no
uncertain words” its recommen-
dation for revising the present
creamy layer threshold, to cover
more persons from the OBCs as
“this would eventually help in
raising their socio-economic
condition to a satisfactory level”.

In the 2017 revision, the in-
come limit for OBCs to avail reser-
vations was raised from 6.5 lakh
per annum to 38 lakh per annum.
As per Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) norms, the
income limit for determining
creamy layer for OBCs is to be
raised every 3 years or even before
the stipulated period, according
toa September 1993 order.

Inits April report, the commit-
tee had noted that the existing in-

come limit of X8 lakh for deter-
mining the creamy layer was low,
and covered only a small segment.

“Due to this, a large segment
of OBC population, which is oth-
erwise in need of support from
the State through various welfare
schemes toraiseits social and ed-
ucational status in the society, is
being deprived from the benefits
of reservation policy,” it had said.

The committee’s report also
noted the government’s response
that pre-matric scholarship
scheme was due for revision from
2026-27t02030-31,and even the
revision of parentalincomeis un-
der discussion. In its April report,
the committee had recom-
mended to the Centre that pre-
matric scholarship should begin
from Class 5 onwards and that the
current eligibility limit of parental
income be raised from 2.5 lakh
per annum to 35 lakh per annum
to cover more OBC students.

Plea says BNS reintroduces sedition, SC issues notice

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

THE SUPREME Court Friday is-
sued anotice ona plea challenging
the constitutional validity of
Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). The petition con-
tends that the provision “reintro-
duces the colonial sedition law”.
A bench of CJI BR Gavai and
Justices K Vinod Chandran and
NV Anjaria also tagged it with a
pending matter challenging the

provision.

Section 152 of BNS states that
“whoever, purposely or know-
ingly, by words, either spoken or
written, or by signs, or by visible
representation, or by electronic
communication or by use of fi-
nancial mean, or otherwise, ex-
cites or attempts to excite, seces-
sion or armed rebellion or
subversive activities, or encour-
ages feelings of separatist activ-
ities or endangers sovereignty or
unity and integrity of India; or
indulges in or commits any such

act shall be punished with im-
prisonment for life or with im-
prisonment which may extend
to seven years and shall also be
liable to fine.”

The plea, filed by retired Army
officer S G Vombatkere, says that
the provision, “in effect, reintro-
duces the colonial sedition law
previously codified as Section
124A of the Indian Penal Code,
1860, under anew nomenclature.
Though thelanguageisaltered, its
substantive content — criminalis-
ing vague and broad categories of

speech and expression such as
‘subversive activity’, ‘encourage-
ment of separatist feelings’ and
acts ‘endangering unity or in-
tegrity of India’ — remains the
same or is even more expansive”.

Hearing the petitions chal-
lenging section 124A of the IPC,
the Supreme Court on May 11,
2022, put on hold trial in all sedi-
tion cases pending before courts
across the country until the Centre
completed a promised exercise
“to re-examine and re-consider
the provision”.
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FAITH &8 DUTY

NORTH EAST Delhi BJP MP Manoj Tiwari has been taking part
in Lok Sabha proceedings despite suffering lesions and in-
juries while completing a barefoot, more than 100-km-long
Kanwar Yatra over the last weekend. Making a return to the an-
nual Shravan pilgrimage after 30 years, Tiwari walked over
three days and two nights to reach Deoghar in Jharkhand and
prayed at Baba Baidhyanath Dham. On Monday, he was back
in the Capital attending the Monsoon Session in Lok Sabha.
After the conclusion of the House proceedings on Friday,
Tiwari and his wife Surabhi called on PM Narendra Modi and
presented him the prasad that he offered at the temple. “On
receiving the prasad, the Prime Minister chanted Har Har
Mahadev and looked very pleased,” the MP posted on X.

FIRST VISIT

IN THE Capital for the INDIA bloc meeting, Shiv Sena (UBT)
supremo Uddhav Thackeray visited the party's recently reno-
vated parliamentary office in the old Parliament House on
Thursday. This was Thackeray's first visit to the party’s parlia-
mentary office after the inauguration of the new Parliament
complex. He was accompanied by wife Rashmi and son Aditya
Thackeray.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
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militants in area of Fancy Bazar (Guwahati) Assam and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTA- CONSTA-
h BLERO- BLENARESH
— HTASKU- KUMAR,PMG
poyr MAR,PMG 01.05.1967-
15.06.1969- 08.08.1990

\"}' 08.08.1990
- )\ o

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force
remember its gallant Jawans Constables Rohtas Kumar and
Naresh Kumar on their Balidan Diwas. On this day, they sus-
tained fatal bullet injuries while fighting with militants in area
of Down town, Srinagar (J&K). Both Jawans put up a tough
fight to militants and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty. Their sacrifice and gallant action have been aptly recog-
nized by GOI by awarding them with PMG (Posthumously).

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

SUBINSPEC- HEADCON-
Q TORMAHEN- ‘ l STA-
[ el DERYADAV,P s BLECHAN-
ﬁ MG =9 DRAPALS-
¥ 05.04.1989- - A INGH,PMG
. 08.08.2016 A 25.08.1967-
. 08.08.2016
—
CONSTA-  Director General and all
f \ BLE/TRADES Ranks of Border Security
bl o MENBA- Force remember its gallant
BANSAHA,P . .
MG Subordinate officer Sub
= P’ 0504.1992- InspectorMahender Yadav,
- 08.08.2016 Head Constable Chandra Pal
b

Singh and Constable/Tradesmen
Baban Saha on their Balidan Diwas. On this day, they sus-
tained fatal bullet injuries in Counterpart firing in area of FDL
Khanabal, Kupwara (J&K). They fought bravely and made

ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. Their sacrifice and gallant
with PMG (Posthumously).
BORDER SECURITY FORCE
ﬁ 01.06.1975-08.08.1998
W =%, Director General and all Ranks of Border
in area of Ranglian, Reasi(J&K) and later succumbedto his
injuries at Northen Army Command hospital, Udhampur.

action have been aptly recognized by GOI by awarding them
CONSTABLESHIVAJIGHORPADE
Security Force rememberits gallant Jawan
% Constable Shivaji Ghorpade on his Balidan
Diwas.On this day, he sustained fatal bullet
' . injuries in a fierce encounter with militants
BORDER SECURITY FORCE

HEADCONSTABLEBBRANA
L ‘, 07.07.1945-09.08.1992
' f Director General and all Ranks of Border

-‘Ez": Security Force remember its gallgnt Jayvan
v Head Constable B B Rana on his Balidan
| ﬁ“ Diwas. On this day, he sustained fatal bullet
} -l injuries in Counterpart firing in area of
Kanga, Rajouri (Jammu) and made ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty.

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
HEADCONSTABLEVIJAYKUMAR
07.03.1982-09.08.2023
Director General and all Ranks of Border
Security Force remember its gallant Jawan
Head Constable Vijay Kumar on his Balidan
Diwas. On this day, he made ultimate sacri-
fice while on operational duty in area of BOP
Rasnagiri, Tura (Meghalaya).

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR

(NEAR MAHIPAL PUR) DELHI CANTT = 10
TELE NO - 011-26153558/9

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI

EQNI i5 solicited from the leading vendors for Developmeant {Construction)
of Fencing Indogr Court {Approx area 2550 sgft) as per specification
available in EOl form. Details for the above and EQ| form are available al
the school counter against DDPOS Machine™NEFT/UPI for Be 1000/,
Forms duly filled be submitted by 28 Aug 2025,

Chairman

No-F/MC/Store/2025-26/4206-09

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL S. M.S.MEDICAL COLLEGE &
CONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSPITALS, JAIPUR

Dated: 26-7-25

NOTICE INVITING BID
Bid for supply & installation below mentioned items are invited from interested
bidder's upto 25/08/2025 at 04.00 PM. Other particulars of the bid may be

visited on the

https://s

Department website.

UBN No. SMS2526 GLOB00233 To
SMS 2526GLOB00238

DIPR/C/11001/2025

procurement

portal
.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state and SMS Medical College, Jaipur.

(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,

Sd/-
PRINCIPAL & CONTROLLER

0-572

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE : SUNDARGARH

Near Bana Durga Temple, Sankara, Sundargarh, Dist: Sundargarh PIN-770020
Email: serw_sundargarh@yahoo.com

Office Order No 1937 Date 08-08-2025

1st Corrigendum
Under unavoidable circumstance, the following tender invited by this office vide Tender Online No.-RWCCESNG-
06 of 2025-26 and This office Letter No.- 1884 Date- 30.07.2025 is hereby Cancelled for the S1. No.- as follows:-
Estimated cost Time for Class of

Engineer, put to tender | Completion Contractor
R. W. Division. | (Aprox.) in Lakh. | in month.

— 5 | 3 | 4 I 5 | 6

SL | Name of work.
No.

Superintending

4 |Construction of Day Care PHC Building at Pithabhuin of | TENDER CANCELLED
Tangarpali Block under X V-FC for the year 2024-25. |
5 |Construction of Day Care PHC Building at Kundukela of Sadar TENDER CANCELLED
Block under XV-FC for the year 2024-25.
All other terms and Conditions are remained Unchanged. Sd/-

Chief Construction Engineer,
Rural Works Circle, Sundargarh

OIPR- 25133/11/0058/2526

Ewﬁﬁﬂ T *E

LI‘-*'I"’I—II]E-#H—EZESIH[DL 222303(R)
E-Mail Address-dm-banka.bih@nic.in
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s=rfa gfers & BT e fen @i gm0 o Prenfesa anet & fer =9 Fre og
TeTe ST 2016 @ HHTG WL @ T8 39N gHTET —ae—Hey grerm,
A1 T g S AETAG] # I 9 WeiE W 530 & | i e =men uad 1V
SHTEEH T 2 ST ATE HERT @ ATE 8 s 978 amaly S wren it e g A d
MOt uet S wter o it sorarery & sifee e e vy ster sl & =gy 9 staen
O W FT g | P sl g g & gey | g (VoS iRy e w8
Bl & 1 ERUeTT AT Ui & fEan e |

Office Of The Superintending Engineer

9th Circle Public Work Department Dehradun
website : http:/pwd.uk.gov.in, E-mail: sepwdddun09@gmail.com
Letter No. 5647/1C-9/2025 Dated: 07-08-2025
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
e-tender Notice (Short term)

The Superintending Engineer 9th Circle, Public Works Department, Dehradun on
behalf of “Governor of Uttarakhand” invites short term tender in two bid system
for the following work. Information regarding tender shall be available on
https://www.uktenders.gov.in from date 13.08.2025
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' Hre-ga mirrme L
e e state. bihar.gov.in/prdbihar v 1 S @ wa & w
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Phone Mo. - 06252240693, Mob. Mo 9470001291
E-rnail ; redmotihari@vahoo, in

(P98 §-cel TE & HEHTEEH'HEE wwew.egrocd bibargowin T9)
g9 T[] & OFiE—1227 Y0, B9 12.07.2025 g1 Hi9Er si=on gea
HE—RCD/MOTIHARI02/2025-26, TOTH®T PR No.-008572(RCD), 2025-26 T4 TaTar— @]
ol fReme—17.07 2025 U8 U TOEa @ T=E—1305 0, fE9 24.07.2025 BT
gif& 5 Fs] PR No-009629 (RCD), 2025-26 W Wamer =1 fafdr fReie-
26.07.2025 | ©f % warER u3) & amfler s 4w ueifie fAfEer ardem
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' SL [ Name of | Earnest | Cost of | Validity | Period of | Contractor |
No. work Money Tender of Completion | Category of
(Rs. in | Document | Tender | (In Month) | Registration
Lacs) (In Rs.) |(In days)
1 2 3 | 4 5 6 | 7
1. |Strengthening and ' | . Registerd in
Protection work of 122.75 ‘B’ & above
M Span RCC bridge at category in
5000.00 . .
Km 4-5 of Bhogpur- Bridge works in
. 4.60 + 120 12
Thano motor road in 18% GST Central Govt./
Doiwala Constituency of] ° State Govt/any
Dehradun District under Govt.
State Sector. Undertaking

IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT
FORM-18
[Sub Rule (2) of Rule 20]
PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION BY APPROPRIATE
GOVERNMENT/ COLLECTOR

[Under Sub-Section (1) of Section 11 of the Act]
NOTIFICATION
June 03,2025

No. 180-Under sub section (1) of section 11 of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency
in Rehabilitaion and Resettlement act 2013, Whereas of Government of Uttar Pradesh/Collector
(For the purpose of Appropriate Government) is satisfied that a total of 0.1236 Hectares of land is
required in the village Mau Assu, Pergana- Chandausi, Tehsil- Chandausi, District Sambhal is
required for public purpose, namely, project Madhya Ganga Canal stage-II Saiyad Mahemoodpur,
Minor through Madhya Ganga Canal Construction Div-15, Moradabad (name of acquiring body).
2. Socail Impact Assesment study was carried out by the State Social Impact Assesment agency
and submits its recommendations to the Appropriate Government which has approved its
recommendation on dated.
3. The summary of the Socail Impact Assesment reports as follows:-N.A.

forar AT -
qd H Herea

P74 EEEL]
3 Period For Downdcad | From 06,08, 2025 to 12 08,2025 LUipto
of Tender Docwment 15:00 hrs. [Frem Website: b
et e fwaive epract bikargodn ) DRly

= HuET fofd

From 14.08. 2025 to 22.08. 2025 Up to
15:00 hes, (From Webslte: b
thps: e eprac) bithargoin ) Only,

| 08.08.2025 at 11:00 hrs. at Office of The
Chisf Engineer, Morth, RCE, Bfhar, Patna,
O.Ma.-T5 & Th, Officer's Flal, Mo
Punaichax, Patna

18,08 2025 st 11:00 hrs. at Office'of The
Chief Englneer, Morth, RCD, Béar, Patna.
O.Me.-T5 & TE, OFfica's Flat, Naw
Punaichak, Patna

4 [ate, Time & Place of
Pre-Bid Meeting

5 Last Dhale & Time lar 13082025 Upto 15:080 krs 23.0E.2025 Up ko 1500 ks
Uploading Tendes n Websita: b On Website: k
Cracument By Bidder s e epracd bihargowin ) Only tps:/ Mwownv eproc . bihargewin ) Cnly,
B Date, Time & Flace Date- 14,08,2025 after15:30 hrs Date- 23.08.2025 after15:30 hrs
Cf Dpaning OF O Website: b On Website: b
fechnical 8 stps vewweprocZ bihar gowin | Only tpes fwemve epracE bikar gowen ) Qnly
9 Wi :.[’T‘l"l TE | ?-FI'-liT-T'IHEﬁ At
@ Hee state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar 73 ¥ 2 T w5 ) ™ ﬁ“T"T e
PR- 010973 [RCD) 2025-26 T 95, H’Fﬁ‘l?ﬁl

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATION FOR ALLOTMENT OF SHOPS
SANTUSHTI SHOPPING COMPLEX NEW DELHI

1. Air Officer Commandirg, Air Fonce Stefion Mew Deihi, inviles sealed apolication fram resident Indian nationals for
aflotment of shops at santushiti Shopping Complex, Tejas Camp, Lok Kalyan harg, Mew Delhi-110003 a5 per
Inliowing detaits:

Shop Mo | Size (sgft) |

Trade Allocated

6- The Governor is also pleased to authorise the Collector for the purpose of land acquisition to
take necessary to entre upon a survey of land, take levels of any land, dig or sub soil in to the
sub- oil and do all the acts required for the proper execution of work as provided and
specified under section 12 of the Act.

7. Under section 15 of the act, any person interested in the land may within 60 (days) after the
publication of this notification, make an objection to the acquisition of land in the locality in
writing to the collector.

8. Under section 11(4) of the act, no person shall make any transaction or cause any transaction
of land i.e. sale/purchase, specified in the preliminary notification or create any
encumbrances on such land from the date of publication of this notification till such time as
the proceedings of land acquisition is completed, without prior approval of the Collector.

NOTE— A plan of land may be inspected in the office of the Collector for the purpose of

acquisition.

| UPID-236703 Dt. 08/08/2025
www.upidadv.gov.in

Sd/-
State Goverment/Collector

4. A total of Nil families are likely to be displaced due to the land acquisition. The reason o 02 413 Designer Boulique
necessitating such displacement is as under: Ty o3 881 | Tea Boutiqua
Deputy Collector/Assistant Collector Sambhal/Chandausi is appointed as adminstrator for the 03 ar 263 Leather Boutique
purpose of rehabilitation and resettlement of the project affected families. T o4 08 872 Uniisex Beauty Salor/Spa
5. Therefore, the Governor is pleased to notify for general information that the land mentioned 08 2 245 ‘Novecliairy show { Boutique  Home: Decor
in the schedule below is needed for public purpose. 06 27 AB0 Clgar Shoppe / Artetacts / GIft ltems / Home Decor
SCHEDULE 07 32 G604 High &nd Maon's wear & accessories / Branded sports gear outlot
District Tehsil Pargana Village Plot No. Area to be Acquired o8 35 395 Handicrafts / Designer Boutique/Home Decor
Hectares g 38 423 Handicrafls | Designer Bouligue/Hame Decor
Sambhal Chandausi Chandausi Mau Assu 367 0.0480 0 40 293 Unisex Bridal Ethnic wear / Destaner Boutique
373 0.0756 2. Theperiod of alliment will be three years from the aciial date of aliotment i terms of Defence Shopping Comple
Total 0.1236 i Mambananca & Administration) Rules, 2006.

3. The rates for allotmanlof the shop wil be charged as Licanse Fea il ¥1600-par sgfl, Maintenance changes @ ¥ 60-
per-sqit and GET @18%. In sddition water & electcity charges will be charged as per consumgfion, The
mainvienance charge will be increased by 5% every vear. The rates of Licenss fea' & Mainienance charges may be
revised 25 apolicable by Managemant Commiltas S5 al any paind of ime during conlract panod.

4. The application form can be collected from Santushll Shopping Comphex Office, on all warking days starting from

11 Aug 25 from 1100 hrs fo 1630 hrs-@ ¥ 500/ each [non-refundatle). Earnest Maney Deposit {EMD) squivaiant io

one month License fez ie, [Area of shop x T160/- per sgft} in the form of Demand drafiBankars Cheque ssuad by

any natonaized bank or ICICH, HDFC and AX1S Bank 5 [0 be drawn 0 Favour of "Santushil Shopping Complex™

Application farm duly complatad in all sespects aloag with EMD, i5 10 be submithed 1o S5C office on or befora 1500 hrs

by 2T Aug 25, Applications form without EMD will be summgrily rejecied

Any clenficalion regarding allolment of shops or any oiber issees for prospective alioliees will be addressed at the

office of Santushti Shopping Complex between 1100 hours to 1630 hrs on 3l working days till 27 Aug 25, The

opening of apphcation box will ba held at 1100 hrs on 28 Aug 25 at Santushii Shopping Comples. Seruling
of applications racaived wil be conducled post opening of appicalon bax. Apalicants or represanlatives may atisnd
only the opening process in person, Allotmend of Shops by draw of lof (if applicable) will be held at 1100 brs on

04 Sep 25 al Saniushil Shopping Comples,

6. Forfurther details please condact Tebs Mo, 011-20867 237 or email on santushiishoppingeomplex1 23@gmall.com

7. AlrOfficer Commanding, fr Force Station, Mew Delhd, reserves the mght o wihdraw any shog andfor accept or regect
anty tandar or ap phiabion withaul assigning any reasan.

N
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Over 2 lakh
Indians gave up
citizenshipin
2024 Govt

New Delhi: More than two
lakh Indians renounced
their citizenship in 2024,
the government in-
formed the Lok Sabha on
Friday. Minister of State
(MoS) for External Affairs
Kirti Vardhan Singh said
thisin a written response
to queries on the number
of individuals who have
renounced their Indian
citizenship and taken cit-
izenship of other coun-
tries during the last five
years. The minister was
replying to queries by
Congress MP K C
Venugopal. "As per the in-
formation available with
the Ministry, the number
of Indians who gave up
their Indian citizenship
was 85,256 in 2020,
1,63,370in 2021, 2,25,620
in 2022, 2,16,219 in 2023
and 2,06,378 in 2024,
Singh said. PTI

MSP panel held
45 meetings so
far: Chouhan

New Delhi: The commit-
tee on Minimum Support
Price (MSP), headed by
former agriculture secre-
tary Sanjay Agrawal, has
held 45 meetings so far,
Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said on Friday in Rajya
Sabha. The committee
was established in July
2022, eight months after
the government prom-
ised to setup such a panel
while withdrawing the
three contentious farm
laws. PTI

Rajya Sabha
pays tributesto
freedomfighters

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman Hariva-
nsh Friday paid tributes to
the heroes of freedom
struggle ahead of the 83rd
anniversary of Quit India
Movement on August 9.
The Deputy Chairman
called it a historic day, and
a defining moment in
India's relentless struggle
for independence.
"Launched under the lead-
ership of Mahatma
Gandhion August 9, 1942,
the Quit India Movement
marked a decisive and
powerful call foranend to
British colonial rule. With
the clarion call of 'Do or
Die', the movement gal-
vanised the Indian masses
into unprecedented ac-
tion..,” Harivansh said. PTI
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TN govt unveils education policy, commits

to 2-language formula in departure from NEP

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,AUGUST 8

IN A departure from the National
Education Policy (NEP), Tamil
Nadu on Friday launched its own
State Education Policy, with
Chief Minister M K Stalin de-
scribing it as “a vision document
for the future” tailored to the
state’s “unique character”.

Stalin, who unveiled the pol-
icy at the Anna Centenary
Library in Chennai, reiterated
Tamil Nadu’s commitment to its
two-language formula — Tamil
and English — rejecting the
three-language policy pre-
scribed by the NEP.

“We will not allow pirooku
(reactionary thinking) in our ed-
ucation. Our State Education
Policy aims to create samathuva
kalvi (education for equality) and
pagutharivu kalvi(education with

rational thought),” Stalin said.
Tamil Nadu has become the
first state to formally adopt its
own comprehensive school edu-
cation policy in direct contrast to
the Centre’s NEP —an act seenas
both pedagogical and political.
The 230-page policy docu-
ment was developed by a 14-
member committee headed by
retired Delhi High Court Chief
Justice D Murugesan. “Designed
through extensive consultation
and contextual analysis, the pol-
icy outlines a comprehensive,
child-centric vision thatisat once
inclusive, forward-looking, and
deeply anchored in Tamil Nadu’s
unique cultural, linguistic,and so-
cial heritage,” the document read.
The policy scraps board ex-
aminations for class 11 withim-
mediate effect —a move thatre-
verses a 2017 decision by the
then-AIADMK government.
“Conducting public examina-

MP HC lauds woman

for not leaving kin of
husband who deserted
her: ‘Rooted in dharma’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, AUGUST 8

REFUSING TO grant relief in a di-
vorce case, the Madhya Pradesh
High Court lauded the wife, say-
ing that despite “being deserted
by her husband”, she did not
leave her matrimonial home and
“remains rooted in her dharma
asawife”.

A Bench of Justices Vivek
Rusia and Binod Kumar Dwivedi
was hearing an appeal by the
husband challenging an order of
alower court that had refused to
grant him a divorce.

The court observed that “as
per Hindu concept, marriageisa
sacred, eternal and indissoluble
union. Anideal Indian wife, even
when deserted by her husband,
continues to embody strength,
dignity and virtue.”

The conduct of the wife in
this case was “rooted in dharma,
cultural values and sanctity of
marital bond”, the court ob-
served.

“Despite the pain of aban-
donment, she remains rooted in
her dharma as a wife. She does
not allow bitterness or despair to
erode her sense of responsibility
towards the marriage and the
family she has become a part of.
Therefore, the wife in the instant
case has not left her matrimonial
home, living with her in-laws,

she upholds her self-respect and
dignity,” the court observed.

The court said the woman
“neither begs for her husband’s re-
turn nor maligns him, butlets her
quiet endurance and noble con-
duct speak up for her strength”.

She has ensured that her fam-
ily members and in-laws are
“never tarnished by her deeds,
words or actions”, the court ob-
served. “Sheis serving them with
care and affection as she would
have if her husband was present,
thereby reinforcing her moral
stature. She does not use her suf-
ferings for gain of sympathy, in-
stead she channelled it inward,
reflecting the Hindu ideal of the
woman as Shakti...," it said.

The court observed that
“even when she left alone, she
does not forsake the mangalsu-
tra, the sindoor, or the symbols
of her marriage status as her
marriage to heris nota contract,
but a Sanskara — an indelible
sacrament”.

The “wife has revealed her
strong determination and char-
acter, which a typical Indian
woman/wife has”, the court said,
adding that it is the husband,
“who by deserting the wife, has
meted out cruelty of false degree
against her”. “It is a case depict-
ing the loyalty of the wife as a
typical Indian woman, who puts
all her efforts to save her family
life,” the court observed.

Chief
Minister
M K Stalin

5
N ’wf
tions for Classes 10, 11, and 12
consecutively would have an ad-
verse impact on the mental
health of students,” Stalin said,
recalling his earlier criticism of
the earlier exam structure.

The policy sets a target to en-
sure that all students complete
school and move into higher ed-
ucation. Stalin noted that 72% of
students who passed class 12 this
year had already enrolled in
higher education. “We hope the
number will soon reach 100%,”
he said. During the launch, he
also felicitated 901 students from
state-run schools who had se-
cured admission to premier in-

stitutions, including IITs and NITs.

According to the document,
at the heart of the new policy lies
a commitment to social equity,
academic excellence, and holis-
tic development. The vision —-
“To build an inclusive, equitable,
resilient, and future-ready school
education system in Tamil Nadu
that nurtures every child’s poten-
tial, ensures holistic develop-
ment, upholds social justice,and
empowers learners with 21st-
century skills and values rooted
in Tamil Nadu’s rich cultural her-
itage — enabling them to thrive
as compassionate, confident, and
responsible citizens in a rapidly
evolving world.”

The policy is structured across
key thematic areas — founda-
tional literacy and numeracy, cur-
riculumreform, teacher training,
safe and inclusive schools, digital
learning, and sustainable infra-
structure. The government’s flag-

ship Ennum Ezhuthum Mission
remains central to its literacy
goals. “The State will opera-
tionalise a mission-mode pro-
gramme to ensure that every
child in classes 1-3 acquires age-
appropriate reading, writing, and
numeracy skills,” it said.

It also asserted Tamil Nadu’s
intention to maintain educational
autonomy. Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin used the oc-
casion to reiterate the state’s de-
mand to bring education back to
the State List, along-standing call
of federalist voices in India. School
Education Minister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi said, “The NEP is
vidhi (fate), but our SEP is madhi
(intellect).”

In a chapter on Equity,
Inclusion, and Social Justice, the
document read, “Rooted in Tamil
Nadu’s legacy of social justice, this
chapter outlines a powerful
agenda to ensure educational eg-

uity across caste, gender, geogra-
phy,and ability.” Under the policy,
special attention is given to
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, minorities, first-generation
learners, and children with spe-
cial needs, with measures ranging
from inclusive curriculum and
barrier-free infrastructure, schol-
arships and targeted mentoring.
The Centre’s push to imple-
ment the NEP has faced resistance
from several quarters. Tamil Nadu
has fiercely resisted it, citing its
emphasis on Hindi and the three-
language formula. In May, the
state moved the Supreme Court,
alleging that the Union govern-
ment had withheld 32,291.30
crore in central education funds,
including Samagra Shiksha grants,
as punishment for Tamil Nadu’s
refusal to adopt the NEP. The plea
called the move “unconstitu-
tional” and sought 6% annual in-
terest on the withheld amount.

Uttarkashi: Advanced equipment, dog
squad deployed as 0fﬁc1als step up ops

WHAT REMAINS OF DHARALI: Satellite images by Maxar show Dharali and its surroundings in April; and (right) after the
flash flood and landslide that left a massive deposit of soil where the village once stood. Over 60 people are still missing. AP

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, AUGUST 8

AS RESCUE operations following
the flash flood enter the fifth day
on Saturday in Uttarakhand’s
Dharali village, only two bodies
have been retrieved so far, with
over 60 feared trapped.

On Friday, the Army, the State
Disaster Response Force, the
National Disaster Response Force,
and the Indo Tibetan Border Police
were joined by canines from the
Indian Army and the SDRE A total
of 1,056 personnel are involved in
rescue, repair, and evacuation op-
erations inand around Dharali, in
Uttarkashi district.

While four life detectors

Rajasthan BJP spokesperson expelled
following remarks on Malik, Dhankhar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 8

THE RAJASTHAN BJP on Friday
expelled state spokesperson
Krishna Kumar Janu following
his comments on the BJP govern-
ment and its alleged “disdain”
for the late Satya Pal Malik.
Officially, however, Janu was
expelled over his June comments
objecting to Harshini Kulhari's
appointment as BJP’s Jhunjhunu
district president. In the order is-
sued Friday, Onkar Singh

Lakhawat, chairperson of BJP’s
state disciplinary committee said
Janufailed to justify hisactionsin
response to a show-cause notice
issued on June 20, sealing his ex-
pulsion for 6 years.

In a video which went viral
over the last couple of days, Janu
is heard criticising BJP’s Jat lead-
ers over the alleged humiliating
treatment of former Governor
Malik and the exit of Jagdeep
Dhankhar as Vice President —
both of whom are Jats.

In the video, Janu says that
seeing the last rites of the former

Governor who was also party’s
former national vice president,
and the government’s tiraskar
(disdain) towards him has
deeply hurt him and that he
wishes to ask questions from Jats
working in the party, be it MPs,
MLAs or other post holders.

He asked them how can they
think that what happened with
Malik won’t happen with them,
and “the manner in which the
disdain was exemplified, it can-
not be justified”. He said “what
the BJP is doing with mass lead-
ersis very sad”.

were deployed to locate living
people trapped in debris, rubble
and in the collapsed buildings, a
victim locator camera, along
with an exothermic cutting de-
vice, was also deployed.

As of 6 pm Friday, 154 people
had been evacuated from Harsil
to Matli, and 121 people were
moved from Harsil to
Chinyalisaur, bringing the total
number of evacuees to 729.

P S Pokhriyal, the chief med-
ical superintendent of the District
Hospital in Uttarkashi, where
nine people are undergoing
treatment, said seven Army men
have been admitted along with
two civilians. “One of the patients
is in the ICU. We have referred a
few to AIIMS Rishikesh and hos-

HC upholds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, AUGUST 8

THE HIMACHAL Pradesh High
Court has dismissed a revision
petition filed by three faculty
members of an engineering in-
stitute, who are facing charges of
negligence leading to death in
connection with 2014 Beas river
tragedy that claimed the lives of
25 students and a tour manager
near Thalout in Mandi district.
The court noted that faculty
members of VNR Vignana Jyothi
Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Hyderabad, were

pitals in Dehradun,” he said.

An Army man rescued from
Harsil, Sonu Singh, said he had no
hope thathe would survive as soil,
water, and uprooted trees cas-
caded down the path where he
stood. “Iwas flushed into the river
and flowed withituntilIclungon
to a tree in my path. Many of my
colleagues went down the river,”
said Singh, who hails from Uttar
Pradesh. Eight of his colleagues re-
main missing, including aJCO.

His colleague, Harshvardhan,
another Agniveer, was also pushed
into the stream as flood hit the
camp. “We were leaving for the
rescue operations at Dharaliwhen
the flood hit us. I climbed onto a
rock on the bank of the river, and
my fellow Army men helped us

out of the water,” Harshvardhan,
who hails from Sikar, said.

Meanwhile, Head and
Member Secretary of the NDMA,
Rajendra Singh, said Doppler
Radars will soon be installed in
Haridwar, Udham Singh Nagar,
and Auli to improve weather
forecasting.

Singh said that essential
equipment like dozers, ground-
penetrating radars, and others
are being made available. These
will be airlifted. The SDRF dog
squad is also engaged in the
search for any survivors.

On Friday, the SDRF teams
got hold of advanced equipment
such as victim locating cameras
and thermal imaging cameras to
conduct intensive searches.

-
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A demolition drive in Assam’s Golaghat district on Friday. P11

Assam vigilantes
glving minorities
ultimatums to

leave towns: Opp

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 8

OPPOSITION PARTIES in the state
have alleged a breakdown of the
law-and-order machinery in
Upper Assam, citing a govern-
ment policy that encourages “in-
digenous” people to possess
armsinareas wheretheyareina
“minority”,and vigilante activity
by Assamese nationalist groups
in Sivasagar and other towns.
Both Congress leader Ripun
Bora and Sivasagar MLA from re-
gional party Raijor Dol called for
President’s Rule, alleging that the
state government is unable to
provide security to its citizens.
Various Assamese national-
ist groups, including the All Tai
Ahom Students Union, Jatiya
Sangrami Sena and Bir Lachit
Sena, have allegedly been run-
ning a campaign in different
towns in Upper Assam against
Bengali-Muslims living and
working there, referring to them
as “suspected Bangladeshis.”
This has been particularly
prevalent in Sivasagar, from
where videos purportedly show
vigilantes going to the rented ac-
commodations and ordering oc-
cupants to “leave Upper Assam”.
The outfits call this a “miya
kheda andolan” (movement to
chase away miyas, a pejorative
term used to refer to Bengali-ori-
gin Muslims). This follows wide-
spread evictionsindifferent parts
of Assam, most recently in
Golaghat district, and comes
against the backdrop of Chief

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
emphasising the need to “stem
demographic invasion” of Upper
Assam by “people of one religion.”
On Friday, forest authorities
and the Golaghat administration
undertook a demolition drive in
which 146 families were evicted.
Opposition leaders zeroed in
onSarma’s response toa question
by areporter this week on allega-
tions that the “campaign” in
Sivasagar is happening with his
patronage. “It has to happen with
my patronage. I am only saying
people need to stay in whichever
area they should stay,” he said.
Accusing Sarma of “instigat-
ing mob violence” in Sivasagar,
Congress’s Bora said, “Our
Constitution gives citizens rights
of which one is that citizens can
go to other parts of the country
and work. So, some Muslim peo-
ple from Lower Assam are in
Upper Assam to do different
kinds of work. Those people are
being called miya by some organ-
isations and given ultimatums of
48 hours to leave Upper Assam.”
Healso pointed to the govern-
ment planning to roll out an on-
line portal where “indigenous
people, who perceive a threat to
their lives and reside in sensitive
areas” canapply for arms licences.
Sivasagar MLA Akhil Gogoi said
there “is no guarantee” of when
things could go “out of control.”
The AIUDF has also written to
the Assam DGP asking for his in-
tervention “to identify and take
strict legal action against the in-
dividuals and groups responsible
for these unlawful activities”.

PATAUDI FAMILY PROPERTY DISPUTE: SCSTAYS HC ORDER

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday granted an interim stay
on aMadhya Pradesh High Court
order remanding a decades-old
property dispute involving the
royal estate of Bhopal’s last
Nawab, Hamidullah Khan, to the
trial court for fresh adjudication.

The HC set aside a 2000 trial
courtruling that upheld the exclu-
sive rights of Nawab’s daughter
Sajida Sultan, her son Mansoor Ali
Khan, and their legal heirs, actor
Saif Ali Khan, Soha Ali Khan, Saba
Sultan, and actor SharmilaTagore,
over the estate. PTI

charges against profs in 2014 Beas drowning case

fully aware that the students
were likely to die, yet they did
not stop the students from en-
tering the riverbed.

Dismissing the revision plea
filed by professors A. Aditya, C.
Kiran, and Sumabala, a single
bench of Justice Virender Singh
upheld the trial court’s February
8,2024, order, which had denied
their discharge under Section
258 of the CrPC. The bench also
noted that charges under Section
304-A, read with Section 34 IPC,
for causing death by negligence
and a common intention was
made out against them.

The court had reserved the

order on May 5. The courtissued
the verdict on August 4, but the
copy was made available Friday.

The tragedy had occurred on
June 8,2014 when 48 engineer-
ing students from Hyderabad,
including 35 boys and 13 girls,
accompanied by two faculty
members, a woman staff mem-
ber and her son and two tour op-
erators were travelling from
Shimla to Manali in two private
buses. They stopped near the
Beas river at Shala-Nala and
many students moved onto the
dry riverbed for a photo session.
Twenty five students and a tour
guide were swept away when

the Larji project authorities
abruptly released water from a
reservoir without sounding
hooter or issuing any warning,.
The bodies were recovered over
several weeks.

The faculty members had
filed a criminal revision petition
before the high court, contend-
ing that there was no danger
near the river, and the incident
was a manmade glitch of water.
They had also contended that
the dam and electricity board
authorities did not take neces-
sary precautions, due to which
the tragedy took place.

The court noted that the pro-

fessors, who were acting as tour
guardians, had stopped the bus
and allowed students to venture
down to the riverbed, despite
being aware of the dangerous
nature of mountain rivers and
the possibility of sudden water
surges from dam release.

The court noted that each of
the faculty members knew that
the students going to the
riverbed were likely to die,
“whichis also clear from the fact
that(a) faculty member had not
taken (her) own child to the
riverbed”. This, the court said,
makes a prima facie case against
the faculty members.

In death, a 50-year prescription of care by Kannur’s ‘two-rupee doctor’

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 8

INMAY 2024, a handwritten note
in Malayalam was hung on the
iron gates of a house in Kannur’s
Thana locality: “I am not well
enough todo my job today... So, (I
am) stopping examining patients
and giving them medicine.”

Till the note was widely shared
on social media in 2024, Dr Rairu
Gopal remained Kannur’s best-
kept secret for 50 years. Since he
started his career in 1974, this
Kannur-based general physician
continued to charge his patients

just2 fora consultation —an act
that earned him the moniker of
the “two-rupee doctor”. Though
consultation fees across the coun-
tryrose to three and even four dig-
its over the years, Dr Gopal never
hiked his fee.

On August 2, Kannur’s “two-
rupee doctor” breathed his last.
As tributes poured in for the
city’s unsung doctor, who had
looked after its health for five
decades, so did his life’s story.

His son Balagopal, also a doc-
tor, said his grandfather, A
Gopalan Nambiar, who hailed
from Kannur’s Mavilayi, was a
doctor with the Colonial-era
Madras Medical Service.

DrBalagopal says, “My father
was guided by his father’s (Dr
Nambiar) advice that the med-
ical profession should not be
used to make money. He was
told that if he wanted to make
money, he should choose an-
other profession.”

Having studied in Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, Dr Gopal graduated
from the Government Medical
College in Kozhikode in the early
1970s. “He got admission to an
engineering course, but opted for
the MBBS programme because it
was his dream,” says his son.

After completing his MBBS, Dr
Gopal worked at a local co-oper-
ative hospital in Kannur. He also

Dr Rairu Gopal, a general
physician, died on August 2

attended patients at the West
Coast Nursing Home, which was
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established by his father in the
city’s Burnassery locality. A few
years later, Dr Gopal started his
own clinic — the beginning of his
journey as the “two-rupee doc-
tor” in the north Kerala town.
Inside his house, then in the
city’s Talap locality, Dr Gopal
opened a two-room pharmacy-
cum-clinic. His wife, Dr Shakun-
thala, joined the clinic but had a
separate consultation facility.
“The consultation fee back
then was usually 2, a good
amount back then. Withadecade
into the profession, my father had
a settled life with a house in the
city. He never wanted to hike his
fee due to his concern for the un-

derprivileged. He felt the consul-
tation fee of X2 and a meagre
profit from the sale of medicines
was enough to run the family.
That may be why he never felt the
need to hike his consultation
charges,” says Dr Balagopal.
Unlike many doctors, Dr Gopal
kept rather unusual hours. “He
would wake up quite early, and
open the clinicbetween 3 amand
4 am. He would see patients till 2
pm and prescribe only generic
medicines,” adds Dr Balagopal.
Dr Gopal’s patients often
came from distant places like
Vadakara, nearly 45 km from
Kannur, and Kasaragod, over 90
km away. His clinic’s timings

were a hit with the daily-wage
labourers, who could consult a
doctor withoutlosing a day’s pay.

Despite a footfall of nearly 300
patients daily, Dr Gopal never
dreamed of working at a hospital.
“Since he loved working inde-
pendently, he never accepted any
offers from hospitals or corporate
health centres. Nor did he have
any plans to expand his clinic. He
loved his two-room clinic at the
Talap house. Other than a facility
for performing minor procedures,
he did not have a laboratory at
home,” says Dr Balagopal, adding
that his father ran that clinic for
35 years with two staff members.

At Talap, he said his father

kept two cows to meet the fam-
ily’s dairy needs. Till age caught
up with him, Dr Gopal continued
to rear cows and distribute milk
in the neighbourhood.

Though his wife Shakunthala
retired 15 years ago, Dr Gopal
continued to see patients. A
decade ago, he moved to a house
in the city’s Thana locality. He
downsized to a single-room clinic
that he ran without a pharmacist.

On keeping his father’s legacy
alive, Dr Balagopal, who works
with a hospital, apart from run-
ning his own clinic in Kannur,
says, “l ensure that I prescribe my
patients only the medicines and
lab investigations they require.”
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AYEARAFTER A JUNIORDOCTOR WAS RAPED AND MURDERED AT RG KAR MEDICAL COLLEGE IN KOLKATA

‘No call comes at 9.30 pm anymore... life has changed’

TANUSREE BOSE
KOLKATA,AUGUST 8

A YEAR has passed since every-
thing changed overnight for the
parents of a junior doctor who
was raped and murdered at
R G Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata while on duty.

In an interview with The
Indian Express, the woman'’s par-
ents spoke about how their lives
have been impacted over this
one year and emphasised that
justice is all that they seek.

Excerpts:

How has your life changed
over this one year?

Mother: Every morning, I
used towake up at4 am and that
is when she would go to sleep. |
would get busy preparing break-
fast and lunch and by 8:30 am,
my cooking would be done. After
she had bought the car, everyday
it was my duty to do puja after
taking a shower. Then I would
wake her up and she would get
ready to go to the hospital.

The mother added (her voice
choking), “She would not eat un-
lessfed her, even on the last day
(August 8) before she left, I fed
her with my own hands,
combed her hair and bid her
goodbye. How was I to know she
would never come back? Now I
do not wake up early in the
morning, what will I do... I let
that time pass, then I get up.”

25-year-old PhD
scholar in Bengal
alleges ragging,
dies by suicide

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, AUGUST 8

A 25-YEAR-old PhD scholar at
the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER),
in Kalyani, Nadia, died during
treatment at a hospital hours af-
ter he allegedly attempted sui-
cide on the college premises on
Thursday evening after levelling
allegations of ragging and apa-
thy by the institute administra-
tion in a social media post.

“I was never made for this
world... But I can’t do this any-
more. [ give up. May I find the
peace indeath thatI never found
in life,” read a note posted by the
student — Anamitra Roy — online.

Police said Roy, a resident of
Shyamnagar in North 24 Parganas
and aPhD student of biology, was
found unconsciousinalabatIISER
Thursday evening. He was taken
to AIIMS, Kalyani, where he died
Friday morning. As per sources in
the police, he apparently con-
sumed a poisonous substance.

“We got information about a
social media post in which a stu-
dent declared that he was going
todie by suicide. Our team rushed
toIISER. But we were told the stu-
dent has been admitted to AIIMS
Kalyani. Initially, he was stable but
he died on Friday. We have regis-
tered an unnatural death case. The
post-mortem report is awaited,”
SP of Ranaghat Police district,
Aashish Maurya, told The Indian
Express. “Aformal complaintis yet
to be received,” said Maurya.

[ISER in a statement on Friday
said: “In Anamitra Roy, we lost a
dynamic student. His loss is an
invaluable loss to the entire sci-
entific community.”

During a protest rally in Kolkata a year after R G rape-murder, on Friday. Partha Paul

Father: The phone does not
ring anymore at 9:30 pm, it was
aritual. She used to call me, ask
whether we had dinner, speak a
little about her work and when
she would be able to leave for
home. Before that dreadful day,
my life used to revolve around
my daughter... but now our lives
are all about fighting to get my
daughter justice, she will never
come back but she deserves jus-
tice at least. We were to lead a
beautiful life... now she would
have completed her exams. She

was also supposed to get mar-
ried, everything was finalised.

Do you feel there has been
any change in the security
arrangements at hospitals
since?

Mother: The situation at RG
Kar might have improved as cen-
tral force is deployed but at other
colleges, it is still the same.

Father: My daughter was in
her comfort zone, the workplace
was her second home and there
she did not have security... She

was raped and murdered there.
The hospital did not take any re-
sponsibility for anything, noth-
ing has changed only big
speeches are made by the Chief
Minister but there is no law and
order nor does anyone follow
any orders.

Your daughter used to
organise Durga Puja
celebrations at your home...
Father: No more Durga puja,
no more celebrations: Only a
fight for justice. Two years in a

row, our family had performed
Durga Puja at our residence. But
the third year, we litalamp at the
same spot and sat for those four
days, seeking justice.

Mother: We had nothing
when she had come into our
lives. We stayed in a small house.
From a young age, she aspired to
be a doctor and she achieved
that. When she got admission at
R G Kar, she was happy and de-
cided to perform Durga puja at
home, but our Durga has left us
forever.

The sole convict, Sanjoy Roy,
has moved the Calcutta High
Court claiming that he is
innocent?

Mother: The former civic vol-
unteer Sanjoy Roy... We do not
believe is the sole person respon-
sible for the rape and murder...
Others are likely involved.

Father: Will any criminal say
that they have committed the
crime? I feel there is some sort of
conspiracy going on to save those
who behind the crime.

As parents, what do you feel
about the handling of the
case and the investigation?
Mother: We made a mistake
by believing the CBI. We had no
knowledge about what to do, so
those whom we trusted initially...
they let us down in some sense...
the administration and others.
Father: Our biggest mistake

Uproar in Kerala over ‘attack’ on priests, nuns
in Odisha; they were not harmed, say police

SUJIT BISOYI

& SHAJU PHILIP
BHUBANESWAR,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, AUG 8

Tension prevailed in a village in
Odisha’s Balasore district after
workers of a right-wing group
stopped vehicles carrying
Christian nuns and priests on
suspicion that they were engag-
ing in forced religious conver-
sion, police sources said.

Citing allegations that some of
the nuns and priests, who were
from Kerala, were assaulted,
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan and
Opposition leader V D Satheesan
condemned the incident. The lo-
cal police, however, said the nuns
and priests were not harmed and
that no complaint had been filed.

The incident occurred
Wednesday evening at
Gangadhar village under Basta
police station in Balasore district,
where the nuns and others came

to attend a memorial service.

According to Basta police in-
spector-in-charge Ranjit Sahu,
they got a call about the incident.
Apolice team reached the village.

“There was tension when the
police team reached the spot.
But we managed to disperse the
crowd and convinced the crowd
that they came to attend the me-
morial service. The nuns and
priests were not harmed,” Sahu
told The Indian Express.

“We have done a station diary
entry of the incident for the sake
of record,” Sahu said.

Police also said they had noin-
formation about allegations that
phones of the priests and others
were forcibly taken by the mob.

The Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India (CBCI) on
Friday strongly condemned the
incident and expressed “deep
anguish” calling it a “blatant vio-
lation” of constitutional rights
and dignity of minorities.

The Bishops’ body urged the

Odisha government to take
“swift and decisive action” to
prosecute the perpetrators, and
to ensure the protection of mi-
nority communities.

“We further urge the author-
ities to safeguard the fundamen-
tal rights guaranteed under the
Constitution, so that every citi-
zen may live and practice their
faith without fear,” said a state-
ment issued by CBCI.

The CBCI added that it would
continue to monitor the situation
and stand firmin its commitment
to defend the rights, dignity, and
safety of all citizens, especially the
Christian community.

Onsocial media, Vijayan said
the incident was part of a “witch
hunt”. “Reports of an assault on
Keralite Catholic priests and
nuns by Sangh Parivar goons in
Jaleswar, Odisha, on false charges
of religious conversion, reflect
the ongoing communal witch-
hunt against Christians in the
country, exemplified by the ar-

rest of nuns in Chhattisgarh
weeks ago. Such Hindutva vigi-
lantism, enabled by the regime’s
impunity, must be unitedly re-
sisted by secular & democratic
forces,” Vijayan wrote on X.

Also condemning the inci-
dent, Satheesan alleged that over
the last year, Christians in BJP-
ruled states had faced 835 attacks.

Kerala Catholic Bishops
Conference (KCBC) also ex-
pressed concern. “The Indian
Constitution gives freedom of re-
ligion for all people However, the
present situation shows that this
right is not protected. The gov-
ernment should take stern action
to protect the religious rights of
the people and their right to live
without fear,” said Father
Micheal Pulikkal of the KCBC.

Theincident comes just weeks
after two nuns from Kerala were
arrested in Chhattisgarh on char-
ges of forcible conversion and later
released on bail. Thatincident had
also led to uproar in Kerala.

was believing the CBIL...what they
had written in the chargesheet.
We believed that.

Would you want to join
politics to improve the
system?

Father: Entering politics is
never a possibility. To get justice
for my daughter, I'll always want
each and every political party to
supportusinour fight but we will
never join politics or let any polit-
ical party take advantage of our
situation for their own benefit.

Mother: Never... We just want
justice. Till our last breath, we will
seek only that.

Your daughter was the sole
bread-earner in the family.
How are you coping with all
the expenses now?

Father: There are difficulties
in making ends meet, but we
have carried on. The entire coun-
try is beside us. What more do
we want?

Do you feel that people may
be slowly forgetting the
matter?

Mother: No one will ever for-
get this case, no one will forget
my child.

Father: Even after so many
protests, things have not changed
much in this state. But we also
know that no one will forget our
child or our fight, each and every
person will stand with us.

PNB ‘FRAUD’
CBI seeks to
record statement

of Nirav Modi’s
brother-in-law

Mumbai: Over amonth after the
CBI filed a supplementary
chargesheet against Maiank
Mehta, brother-in-law of fugitive
jeweller Nirav Modi, the agency
sought permission from the spe-
cial court to record his state-
ment, in a bid towards deciding
his application to become an ap-
prover in the PNB fraud case.
Mehta and his wife Purvi—
Modi's sister—have become pros-
ecution witnesses in the case filed
by ED and will be expected to de-
pose against the accused, includ-
ing Modi. They had claimed in
2020 that they wanted todistance
themselves from Modi, and could
provide “substantial and impor-
tantevidence” relevant to himand
his dealings. They also sought to
become witnesses in CBI's case
but their pleas are yet to be de-
cided as the agency is yet to give
its go-ahead. ENS

Sukhu bats for Dalit face to replace Pratibha as HPCC chief

SAURABHPARASHAR
SHIMLA, AUGUST 8

DAYS AFTER holding consulta-
tions with the AICCleadershipin
Delhi over the appointment of
the Himachal Pradesh Congress
Committee (HPCC) president,
CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has
said that he suggested to the
party high command that the
new party unit chief should be
from the Scheduled Castes (SCs).

“Isuggested to the high com-
mand that the new HPCC chief
should be from the Dalit com-

munity. If the high command
considers it appropriate, a cabi-
net minister can also hold the
post. I have given my opinion in
writing,” Sukhu said in Shimla
Friday.

Hours later, the incumbent
HPCC president Pratibha Singh
addressing a press conference at
the state party headquarters, re-
iterated the “importance of the
legacy” of her husband and six-
time former CM late Virbhadra
Singh. “A large section of the
state’s population still firmly
stands with Virbhadra Singh'’s
legacy, and any neglect of this

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu;
Pratibha Singh

could prove very harmful for the
party in the state,” she said.
Pratibhasaid she informed the
AICCleadership of the “actual po-
litical situation in Himachal
Pradesh”. “Now, it is up to the

A search launched in MP forest after dead
tiger’s image leads officials to a cover-up

ANAND MOHANJ
BHOPAL, AUGUST 8

WHEN THE photo of a tiger car-
cass was posted on a WhatsApp
group made up of Indian Forest
Service officers, it set off alarm
bells and sent Madhya Pradesh
wildlife officials scouring
through the dense forests of
Balaghat in an effort to find it.

They eventually located the
tiger's remains at Lalbarra range.
But they were in for another
shock — the discovery that it had
previously been found by a forest
range assistant and beat guard,
who hid this information from
their seniors and proceeded to
secretly burn the carcass, The
Indian Express has learnt.

Now, state wildlife officials
have asked the Balaghat
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) to
explain how and why the tiger’s
death was kept a secret.

On August 2, officials came to

know about the death of the
tiger and were sent “photo-
graphs regarding the carcass of
a tiger and its destruction by
burning”.

Vivek Jain, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Admin-
1), wrote to Balaghat DFO Adhar
Gupta that the carcass was found
near Potutola Canal in an inci-
dent that “occurred 10-12 days
earlier” and that the carcass “had
been secretly destroyed”.

It said that after learning
about the incident, Balaghat
wildlife officials sent a team,
along with a dog squad, to the
site for investigation. The Chief
Conservator of Forests, Balaghat,
also dispatched a flying squad to
investigate.

The team questioned local res-
idents and shepherds regarding
theincident, and the “information
was confirmed to be correct”.

“Further questioning of a se-
curity worker from the area re-
vealed the names of six individ-

uals. They stated that a tiger car-
cass was found floating in a
drain, and they informed Forest
Guard (Beat Guard) Himanshu
Ghormare, and Forest Ranger
Assistant (Range Assistant)
Tikaram Hanote,” the letter read.

Following the instructions of
the Forest Guard and Range
Assistant, the “carcass was taken
about 4-5 kilometres into the
forest and burned”, it said,
adding, “In the initial inquiry and
investigation, the Range
Assistant and Beat Guard admit-
ted to committing the offence.”

Ghormare and Hanote were
suspended on August 3 after the
investigation.

The team formed by the for-
est department arrested five oth-
ers who worked as watchmenin
the Sonwani area. They were
Harilal (49), Mansingh (40),
Devsingh (34), Shiv Kumar (37),
and Anuj (23).

The  Principal  Chief
Conservator of Forests wrote

that the DFO had failed to exer-
cise control over his subordi-
nates, “displaying gross negli-
gence”.

“From the above details, it is
evident that in this highly impor-
tant case, you failed to exercise
control over your subordinates
and did not inform your senior
office about the matterin accor-
dance with the rules in a timely
manner, thereby displaying
gross negligence and indiscipline
in the discharge of your official
duties,” the letter read.

The DFO has been directed to
submit an explanation within 10
days of receipt of the letter and
explain why disciplinary pro-
ceedings should not be initiated
against him.

Divisional Forest Officer
Adhar Gupta told The Indian
Express, “We have confirmed
that the tiger was found by the
staff. Our investigation indicates
that this is not a case of poach-
ing. Itis a case of natural death.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

party high command to make a
decision. There has been an open
discussion with the top leadership
regarding the formation of the or-
ganisation (HPCC),” she said.
The statements by Sukhu
and Pratibha betray deep fis-
sures within state Congress,
which is now playing out in the
selection of the new party chief.
On Thursday, Pratibha told
The Indian Express, “l conveyed my
concerns pertaining to the delay
in the appointment of the state
party chief and the formation of
dissolved block and district-level
committees in the meeting

chaired by Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandhi. I told them
that party workers don't listen to
me because they know that a
new party chiefis to be appointed
- but it is not known when? The
party unit has been suffering in
the absence of an organisational
structure.lurged them that who-
ever be appointed as the new
Congress chief, he or she should
be a mass leader.”

Congress sources said during
the meetings with AICC leader-
ship, some ministers expressed
“dissatisfaction” with the func-
tioning of Sukhu government.
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Goon leave, pen
pending verdicts,

SCasksjudges
of Jharkhand HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

MAKING EVIDENT its displeas-
ure yet again over the Jharkhand
HC not pronouncing judgments
inmatters where the hearing had
closed long ago, the Supreme
Court on Friday said that the
judges concerned should rather
avail leave for penning them.

“There are 61 cases pending.
Ask Jharkhand HC judges to take
their sanctioned leaves for 10-12
weeks and write the judgments...
Just get rid of these cases. People
need judgments, they are not con-
cerned about jurisprudence or
something else. Give a reasoned
order on whether relief is denied
or allowed,” a bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
told Senior Advocate Ajit Sinha,
who represented the high court.

Justice Kant asked the coun-
sel to convey the bench’s sugges-
tion to the HC Chief Justice.

The bench was hearing a
clutch of petitions by students
from the state’s tribal areas con-
tending that the judgmentsinthe
matter of appointment of home
guards were yet to be pronounced
though the hearing was over in
2023. The candidates whose
names figured in the rank list had
moved HC after the Jharkhand
government cancelled the recruit-
ment forover 1,000 posts. The HC,
after hearing, reserved its verdict
in the matter in April 2023.

Sinha, however, said the HC
had pronounced orders in the

matter of students.

Friday’s developments are
only the latestin what happened
inaseries of petitions filed before
the top court since April this year
complaining about the HC sitting
over verdicts reserved years ago.

Hearing a similar plea by four
convicts who submitted that the
judgment in their appeals were
not pronounced though reserved
couple of years back, a bench
presided by Justice Kant had on
April 23 “directed” the “Registrar
General of the High Court of
Jharkhand... tofile a status report
in sealed cover in respect of all
the reserved judgments, which
are more than two months ago”
including “Bench-wise details.”

Following this, the Jharkhand
HCRegistrar General filed areport
mentioning that 56 such cases
were pending where judgments
were reserved but not pro-
nounced. Perusing the report, the
SC had then noted that the list
did not contain the appeal by the
four convicts, setting off doubts
that the number may be higher.

The SCsaid that the report “re-
veals that there are 56 matters, in-
cluding some Criminal Appeals,
where alearned Division Bench of
the High Court has finally heard
the matters on different dates
ranging from 04.01.2022 till
16.12.2024 but the final pro-
nouncements are still awaited.
There are 11 Single Bench matters
also before another Hon'ble Judge
where the judgments are re-
served ondifferent dates between
25.07.2024t027.09.2024".

Will keep Banke Bihari
ordinance in abeyance
until HC takes call: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 8

THE SUPREME Court Friday said
itwill keep in abeyance the Uttar
Pradesh Ordinance vesting the
administration of the Banke
Bihari Temple in Vrindavan, with
a trust, till the Allahabad High
Court decides the Ordinance’s
constitutional validity.

Abench of Justices Surya Kant
and Joymalya Bagchi told peti-
tioners who have challenged the
Uttar Pradesh Shri Bankey Bihari
JiTemple Trust Ordinance, 2025,
that it will allow them to ap-
proach the HC and that in the
meanwhile, the administration
will be under an ex-Allahabad HC
judge headed committee, which
it proposes to set up. Disposing of
the petitions, the bench said it will
pass adetailed order.

“We will grant you liberty to
challenge the Ordinance before
the High Court. The constitution
of the Committee as per the Ord-
inance will be kept in abeyance so
that the Ordinanceis not given ef-
fect till the matter is decided by
the High Court... in the interreg-

num, we will constitute a Comm-
ittee headed by a former judge of
the HC,” Justice Kant, presiding
over a two-judge bench, said.
The bench said the commit-
tee will include some govern-
ment officials as well as repre-
sentatives of the shrine’s
traditional caretakers, and will
oversee improving the facilities.
“We will infuse some officials
in the Committee. Some of you
also. We are broadly telling you.
We will authorise the Chairman
of the Committee to have some
Goswamis also... the Committee
will see to developmental activi-
tiesin the area,” Justice Kant said.
The bench also said it will set
aside the directions in May 25 or-
der allowing the UP Government
to use the Banke Bihari Temple
funds for buyingland around it for
a proposed corridor project.
Appearing for the UP govern-
ment, Additional Solicitor
General KM Nataraj pointed out
that some parallel proceedings
are ongoing before the HCin a
PIL, and the HC had appointed
amicus curiae in the matter and
also passed an order with some
“unwarranted observations”.

Al 171 crash: 65 families hire US law firm;
AAIB report creates confusion, says lawyer

RITUSHARMA
& LEENAMISRA
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 8

BEASLEY ALLEN, a prominent
US-based law firm, will repre-
sent at least 65 families of the
victims of the AirIndia 171 crash
on June 12 that killed 260 peo-
ple, Mike Andrews, Principal
Attorney from the firm, told The
Indian Express.

Andrews, who is already in
Gujarat was heading to Surat
when The Indian Express spoke to
him. He said the preliminary re-
port of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) on
the crash did not share the full
cockpitvoice recorder data, which
“creates confusion and unfairly
blames the pilots”. He said sys-
temsin “such automated aircraft”
are complex and “could be acti-
vated by computer commands”.

In the past, Andrews had rep-
resented families of aviation dis-

Mike Andrews, Principal
Attorney of Beasley Allen

aster victims, including victims of
the 2019 crash of the Ethiopian
Airlines-run Boeing 737 MAX
flight 302 that killed all 149 pas-
sengers and eight crew members.
Andrews, who hasbeentothe
crash site at Meghaninagar dur-
ing an earlier visit to Ahmedabad,
told The Indian Express that the
priority would be to call for trans-
parency “and release of the Flight
Data Recorder (FDR) and the
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR).”
Andrews said, “We are also
calling for the documents and
are currently researching the

necessary steps to file a petition
(to get them released).”

The 15-page report, released
on the night of July 11, stated that
the two engine fuel control
switches transitioned from ‘RUN’
to‘CUTOFF position withina sec-
ond of each other, moments after
lift-off. One of the two pilots is
recorded as asking the other why
he cut off the fuel, to which the
other pilot said that he did not.

The crash saw only one sur-
vivor, British citizen from Diu
Viswash Kumar Ramesh, while
the victims included former
chief minister Vijay Rupani.

Referring to the video of the
crash shot by a teenager, Andews
said, “It seems obvious that the
plane appears to be normal dur-
ing the taxi and take-off proce-
dure; something begins to go
wrong immediately after takeoff...
The question is — when did the
RAT(Ram Air Turbine)deploy and
why did it deploy at that point?
Because the plane obviously be-

gins tolose thrust, power and alti-
tude almost immediately after
takeoff. So the question becomes
— why did that occur?” The RAT
deploysinaBoeing 787 automat-
ically when there is a major sys-
tem failure and is designed to pro-
vide power in emergencies.

On precedents where such
FDR and CDR data have been re-
leased that he has handled,
Andrews said, “Typically,any data
released under those circum-
stances occurs during the litiga-
tion, and it’s generally not made
available to the public. But, in cer-
tain instances, it can be released
to the attorneys and experts who
are handling those cases.”

Ahmedabad-based entre-
preneur Trupti Soni, who is
among those who has signed on
Beasley Allen to represent their
case, said, “As discussed with the
law firm, first we would file a
case against Boeing in the US
courts, which will be followed by
a case against Air India.”
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11 BIG PICTURE

N THE eve of the final Test against England,
Mohammed Siraj was given a choice: he
didn’t have to play if he didn’t want to. The
team management was worried about his
body; he had bowled awhopping 145 overs
by then and even though Jasprit Bumrah wasn’t available for
the final game, they did not wish to push Siraj. Siraj, however,
was clear that he would play. He would eventually bowl with
his entire being to take India to a famous series-levelling win,
picking up nine wickets in the Test and finishing the series
with 23 wickets — the highest by a bowler from either side.

He has made far more difficult choices in his career than
he had in that final game. During the 2020-21 series in
Australia, played during the pandemic, he had received
word that his abba — his father who meant everything to
him, who had supported his love for cricket by driving au-
tos through Hyderabad’s nights — was dead. He had a word
with his mother, who reminded him that all his father
wished for in his life was for him to play and make the na-
tion proud — and so he should play on.

Bharat Arun, India’s bowling coach then and the man
Siraj has publicly called “farishta (angel)” for the mentor-
ship role he has played in the cricketer’s life, recalls how
Siraj was grappling with this emotional upheaval on his
own in his hotel room.

“It was Covid time and protocols were in place. Here was
this 25-26-year-old boy, on his own. None of us were al-
lowed to visit him. Only the manager could do so — that was
the protocol. I spoke to him on a WhatsApp video call. He
was in tears but when I asked him if he wished to go back
home, he said ‘no sir, mein khelega'. I couldn’t even go hug
him, offer some real emotional support... The team gently
suggested to him thatif he wishes, he doesn’t have to come
to practice the next day, but in my mind I was hoping he
would come. Not for the training per se, but just that he
would be with us, with his friends in

Mohammed Siraj is all emotion — when he
bowls, when he brags to his mother; when he
stares down batsmen, when he breaks into a
Ronaldo-style celebration; when playing at the
dust-bowl of a ground in Old Hyderabad or at
The Oval. SRIRAM VEERA on the man whose
scrambled-seam bowling led India to a famous
series-levelling win in England

BECAUSE HE

BOWL

the team.Heissucha
popular figure,
loved by all... and
here he was, strug-
gling on his own.”

Siraj turned up
the following
day, tried his best
to hold himself together, and
hurled that little round red ball
with emotional fury at the nets.

Itwasinanother nets, years agoin 2017, that _
Siraj’s career would change. He wasn'’t yet the
Miyan that the cricketing world knows now; he was
anobody. He had played just one Ranji game before be-
ing dropped in the previous season, but by chance, he was
there on that fateful day to bowl in the nets in Hyderabad for
the visiting IPL team, Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB).

“Iremember bowling bouncers at KL Rahul, who asked
me, ‘do you bowl only bouncers’,” Siraj had laughingly re-
called inan RCB video much later. Bharat picks up the story.
“Not just Rahul, he bounced at Virat Kohli also, apart from
troubling all the batsmen with his regular stuff. | was im-
pressed with this young boy’s personality and skill. So I en-
quired from VVS Laxman about him.”

Laxman didn’t know himself, and that could still have
been the end of the road.

Luckily for Siraj, Bharat would soon

I“ i"lﬂﬂ' -’a_"ﬁ\rﬁt

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

L .
S Y L]
Test, Wil st g

22 (UANS '-"Iﬁﬁ“ﬁeid |
W,

for Tuda 1o | — -
\ ne ‘ﬂ:,[l_ i av \
agoWs\N9 manht

more interested in cricket. Scoldings and occasional beat-
ings followed, but she couldn’t wean Siraj away from cricket.
There is a story that Siraj narrates in the RCB video, about
how he once told her, “Ek din aisa aayenga paise rakhne jagah
nahi rahenga aapke paas (a day will come when so much
money would pour in that you won'’t have a place to store
it)”. Sure enough, the IPL sign-up happened and Siraj re-
quested his father to stop plying his auto. In the years to come,
he built a multi-storeyed home for his parents.

As a teenager, Siraj played his cricket on a dust-bowl of
aground ina neighbourhood of Old Hyderabad. Dust would
swirl around the entrance of the Eidgah Maidan where a
tomb of a 19th-century saint, a miracle-healer, stands.
Residents believe the saint’s ghost roams around at night,
snatching goats and chickens in the neighbourhood,
though the debris around the tomb these days is-

n’t bones, but cigarette butts.

It's here, on a cricket pitch cobbled to-
gether with loose black soil, seemingly
designed to kill the bounce of tennis iy ==
balls, that Siraj bowled end- '

things that others did not,”
Siraj’s close friend Mohammed Shafi
once told The Indian Express. “He used to
bowl all the time, and when a variation caught
his imagination, he would practise it until he mastered it.”

It'sa sentiment that Bharat agrees with wholeheartedly.
“Idon’t know how much of it was because of the relation-
ship we shared, but you introduce him to a trick and he de-
votes himself to trying it without any question. He would
be at it for hours for days together till he mastered it.”

Like that scrambled-seam ball he

There is a StOI‘y comc;1 to Hydﬁrabad as hthe stalte team’.;. RanJ;Ii weaponised against England in this series. He bounds in,
LY. Trophy coach. “Isaw the 20 players selecte ..
about how Sir d] ONC€  for my first camp and didn’t see him. [ did- The scrambled-seam ball energy dr 1pping off
told his mother. “A n'tevenremember his name. Solasked the On flat, batting-friendly pitchesde-  his run. and then. as
. ’ local association to send me the net bowlers signed for England’s aggressive batting ap- ’ . !
day will come when who featured in the RCB nets. And when proach, Siraj had realised he needed some- he gather s himself
so much money they came, [ recognised Siraj.[immediately thing other than conventional deliveries. near the stumps his
. said he has to be in my team — that’s how It was a ball that Bharat had introduced to . N
would pourin that our association began. During that year, himon an earlier tour of England, inspired face grimaces, his
you won’t have a when he became the highest wicket-taker by whathe saw of England'sthenpremier  arms flail about, and
« for Hyderabad that season, I got to know bowlers James Anderson and Stuart Broad. . .
Place to store 1t”. him, his background, his struggles.” “The close-ups revealed that they he hurls himself into
Sure enough, the IPL At the end of that 2020-21 Australian would have their fingersontheleatherof gn open-chested
. h d series, Siraj went straight to his father’s the ball, as opposed to the conventional 1
S1gNn-up happene grave to pay his respects. way of gripping behind the seam of the release

‘Anything for the country’

Siraj stares down England’s premier batsman Joe Root
after yet another LBW appeal has died in his throat. All
through the series, he has been hustling and harassing the
batsmen with his skill, his indefatigable energy, and his
willingness for the fight.

Ben Stokes, England’s captain, would hail him as a “war-
rior”, Root would say he is “someone you want on your
team”. Root would also observe that Siraj’s stares and ver-
bals are part of a “fake anger”. “He has got this fake anger
about him sometimes, which I can see straight through.

You can tell he is actually a really nice lad. But he tries in- a1 5.5*‘-:‘ |
credibly hard. He is a very skilful player,” he says. X0 Y \eert
That “fake anger” is how Siraj motivates himself. In N W\LI
Australia, during a Test series that lasted from November L) wito
2024 to January this year, he was booed relentlessly by the v o ‘Er"r"lw e
Australian crowd after he was involved in a heated exchange I!;.,j.lr_’.‘-,l:a"""'r".
with home hero Travis Head. From that point on, he was the o™ EL"""T"? '
target of the crowd’s ire across cities. “He wasn’t bothered, e
was he?” Bharat says. “That’s his temperament. Very strong- ¥
minded, he will push himself to do anything for the team
and for the country.”
At times, with others, the “do-it-for-the-country” vibe
can come across as a bit forced, a cliche. Not with Siraj. “It’s
naturally ingrained in him. Perhaps, it came from his father,” . ’i
says Bharat. Siraj has often spoken about how his father
would always support his cricket and keep saying to every- J
one that one day, his son will shine and with that, “desh ka 4
naam roshan karega”. 4 e number of wickets
Siraj’s motherwas the ohammed Siraj took
pragmatic one. She during India’s tour of
worked asa cook ngland, at an average
and cleaned of32.43

others’ homes
and wanted Siraj
to follow her elder
son’s route out of poverty :
and their small, rented ‘

house. But that was not Total deliveries Siraj bowled

ball. With that grip, if you release the ball,
itwould go all scrambled across in the air, and if it lands on
the seam, it could move around. Siraj was besotted with it.”

In this series in England, he hit a perfect balance. Time
and again, he set up batsmen with scrambled-seam balls
that would nip back sharply into them. But he would also
slip in the conventional fingers-behind-the-seam curve
balls that would either move away or hold their line. Or
take the conventional route first before punctuating it with
the scrambled-seam stuff. In the end, the mix-match of this
deadly combo proved too much for England’s batsmen.

Everything that precedes the moment when he hurls the
ball across is quite a sight for the batsmen. He bounds in, en-
ergy dripping off his run, his visage, and then, as he gathers
himself near the stumps, his face grimaces into this intense
expression, his arms flail about, and he hurls himself into an
open-chested release. The bowling arm can get all crooked
above the elbow, twisted at an angle. It hangs in there almost,
bio-mechanically loose, pliant to release the ball from weird
angles. There is no apparent template that a batsman, used
to bowlers with more conventional actions, can crack.

Even if nothing dramatic happens with the ball post-
release, his manic energy, from the run-up to the follow-
through, suggests something is happening. And he is re-
lentless. Ball after ball, spell after spell, he is at the batsmen’s
soul almost. He bowled one of his fastest ball of the series,
a 90 miles per hour screamer, right near the end, on that
fateful morning at The Oval on the final day of the Test se-
ries. His final ball, the yorker that sealed England’s fate, was
his fifth-fastest ball of the series.

“His energy is quite something. It comes from a deep
placein his soul,” says Bharat. “Yes, he is blessed with a good
strong body, and has a nice action that doesn’t put undue
stress, but he is a man who is immensely inspired by play-
ing Test cricket for India. There is a very deep love for the
game. It’s all he knows.”

One final story then, one for the road, to understand Siraj.

Just before an Under-23 state tournament in Hyderabad,
he had been hit by dengue and was feeling totally ener-
vated. The coach thought the youngster was making ex-

to be — her elder son ‘;,’; during the series cuses not to be present for practice and gave him an ultima-

became an engineer, tum that he won't be selected if he didn’t turn up.
while Siraj, a “back- | / Siraj yanked off the remnants of a glucose drip taken that
bencher” by hisown g 11— morning, left the hospital,and somehow found the energy to
admission, :I . bowl that day — and was selected. He returned to the hospi-
was 1) L ; M\\l tal. Now, he has performed in front of adoring crowds in
3 ;- Siraj bowled on 18 of the 25 England and returned to a rousing reception in his city. “He
- } days of the series. He was won't get carried away at all, he is a grounded person and

_ P g5 A ;,_ one of only two bowlers knows how these things work,” says Bharat.

Siro Sy v EpD 5 (with Chris Woakes of Siraj does understand. On the RCB podcast, he had re-
ot W= land, who gotinjured in called MS Dhoni’s advice to him: “When I was selected for
piA o = 0= X the final Test) to play India, Mahi bhai told me, ‘When you are performing, the
ﬂ“ﬂ)ﬁ e S0l i every match entire world will be with you, and when you don't, they
!m-.ndl E e of the series will abuse you.’ Siraj then cued up the abuses he received
o) i mfﬁ v . — after a bad patch in the IPL. “Kitne comments... tu cricket
el w o = chhod dey, jaake apne baap ke saath auto chala (Quit cricket,
\\ ,.:Dwﬂﬂ“ e mﬂn" go drive an auto with your father)’. And today, those same
N e wb people say, ‘you are the best bowler, yeh-woh... mereko

chahiye nahi bhai tum logon ka (Idon’t need your praises).”
Siraj bowls because he loves to bowl, the rest is

mere detail.
N B
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

T'HE RIGHT TO READ

Book ban is a blunt instrument wielded by aninsecure
establishment, belies its claims of distance covered in the Valley

ESS THAN FIVE months after Union Home Minister Amit Shah posted on X that

“under the Modi government, separatismiis breathing its last, and the triumph of

unity is echoing across Kashmir”, the Union Territory's Home Department has is-

sued a notification, by order of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, banning 25
books. It claims that they propagate a “false narrative and secessionism in Jammu and
Kashmir”. And a day later, the police launched a drive across Kashmir to seize copies of the
banned books. These include the works of A G Noorani, Arundhati Roy, Victoria Schofield
and Ather Zia. What changed between March and August that an establishment which was
congratulating itself for the progress made in Kashmir should display such heightened inse-
curity five months later that it should seek to banish books? Even in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam attack — for which the Centre has held Pakistan responsible — the message of unity
was underlined and emphasised by the politicians and people of the Valley. They stood with
the rest of the country in a difficult moment, and shared the grief of the families who lost
their loved ones in the terror strike. Kashmir has come far since the abrogation of Article 370
six years ago, and it now also has an elected government in place. That the Centre and its ap-
pointee, the L-G, still believe that banning books and curbing freedoms is an effective strat-
egy against alienation and disaffection in the Valley, belies their claims of the distance cov-
ered. The ban on books is both disturbing and disheartening.

The banned books engage with the region’s complicated, and often tragic, history of con-
flict. That history cannot be wished away. Indeed, for peace to endure, it must be engaged
with, and different perspectives must converse and even collide in an open space. Across the
world, in societies moving towards a resolution of tangled histories, repressive acts like book
bans have rarely contributed to lasting accommodation, or assimilation. By all accounts, the
most effective tool to bring stability and combat disenchantment remains a deepening of
democracy and institutionalisation of people’s participation in decision-making. The only
way to combat a “narrative” the government disagrees with is to build its own in a manner
that is inclusive and persuasive. Since the abrogation of Article 370, the Union government
has highlighted the region’s economic development, underlining that Kashmiris have a stake
inthe larger India growth story. That promise must be bolstered by a renewed commitment
to strengthening federal democracy and guaranteeing individual freedoms in the Valley.

Now that the UT of J&K has a chief minister and legislature, it is looking ahead to the re-
turn of statehood, a promise made by the Centre. Wednesday’s draconian order, however, takes
several steps backward. The J&K administration also seems to have forgotten the most basic
principle of freedom of expression, articulated by then Chief Justice of the Madras High Court,
S K Kaul, while quashing the criminal case against writer Perumal Murugan: “There is no
compulsion toread abook. Literary tastes may vary — whatis right and acceptable to one may
not be so to others. Yet, the right to write is unhindered.” So, too, is the right to read.

CLIMATE DENIALISM

Trump administration’s decision to rewrite global warming data
is a chance for other countries to step up, fill knowledge vacuum

ORNEARLY 25 YEARS, the US government’s National Climate Assessment (NCA)

Reports have been seen as among the most comprehensive analyses of global

warming and its impact on human health and economy. In a country where wild-

firesand storms have increased with alarming frequency in recent years, these re-
ports are widely used by planners to devise mitigating strategies. The NCA’s insights also in-
form global policymaking. But in April, the Trump administration dismissed hundreds of
scientists working on the latest edition of the NCA. And last month, the US government
deleted the website that hosted these reports — some of them are still available elsewhere.
On Wednesday, US Energy Secretary Chris Wright announced that the Trump administra-
tion would “update” these studies. The Department of Energy has said that “Wright was not
suggesting he would personally be altering past reports”. But this clarification does not ap-
pear convincing in light of the US Energy Secretary's well-known climate scepticism. In the
past, Wright, one of the most ardent proponents of the Trump administration credo of “Drill,
Baby, Drill”, has criticised the NCA studies for “not being fair” in their “broad assessment of
climate change”.

In his first term, Trump withdrew his country from the Paris Pact and regularly suppressed
or downplayed scientific research, which underlined the need for regulation to protect pub-
lic health and the environment. In his second tenure so far, his administration has taken an
even more disquieting approach — weaponising budget cuts to erode the autonomy of sci-
entificagencies and making climate denialism part of their mandate. Hours after withdraw-
ing from the Paris Pact for the second time, Trump asked the US Environmental Agency tore-
consider its 2009 statement, which linked greenhouse gases (GHG) with adverse public
health effects. Less than a week before Wright's announcement on revising the NCAs, the
Department of Energy produced a report which claimed that “concern over the climate cri-
siswas overblown”. Criticised by several scientists for cherry-picking data, the study empha-
sised the positive effect of carbon dioxide — it said that the GHG promotes “global greening”
—without acknowledging its role in extreme weather events. Some experts cited in the study
have reportedly criticised it for taking their research out of context.

The cancellation of NCA data could make the world’s largest economy and second-largest
GHG emitter less informed about one of the most pressing crises facing the world — and less
prepared to confront it. America's retreat from the climate fight also comes at a time when
the global resolve is nowhere close to what is required to confront the challenge. It's now up
to institutions in other parts of the world to step up.

EATING MINI

Willpower wilts in the face of restaurant serving sizes.
Now, portion control may be kicking in

FGLUTTONY IS the foundation on which the edifice of the modern restaurant indus-

try was built, could the GLP-1 class of drugs be the wrecking ball that brings it all crash-

ing down? From London to Dubai to New York City, eateries are faced with the newly

shrunk appetites of customers, thanks to the “miracle” wrought by drugs like Ozempic
and Wegovy. This has led to a scramble to design special “mini meal” menus, of smaller serv-
ings with appropriate pricing; after all, customers who push food around on their plates af-
ter just a few bites cannot be expected to stomach the prices for regular portion sizes.

That these so-called “mini” portions are closer to the actual recommended servings s, of
course, what lends a tinge of irony to the restaurant industry’s predicament. The finding of a
2016 study, published in the Journal of the American Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, that
most restaurants’ individual main courses alone exceed the recommended calories for a sin-
gle meal, underscored the extent to which the culture of eating out has contributed to obe-
sity and related illnesses. Other studies have highlighted the phenomenon of “portion dis-
tortion”, showing how even restaurant plates have growninsize over the decades, contributing
to the problem of overeating,

Itappears that the hunger-curbing power of GLP-1 drugs may succeed where mere will-
power has repeatedly failed (the cephalic phase of digestion in humans kicks in at the very
sightand smell of food). Yet, even as restaurants recalibrate their business models for a future
where burgers and fries are no longer “super-sized” and fewer and fewer customers order
enough food for there to be a doggy bag, weight-watchers themselves might consider revis-
iting a hoary piece of advice: Eat more at home. It is both healthier and cheaper.

N
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WOoORDLY WISE
THE FIRST CONDITION OF PROGRESS IS THE
REMOVAL OF CENSORSHIP. — GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

As Washington plays bully, New Delhi must assert
sovereignty, secure oil supply, build competitiveness

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

IF ANYTHING TESTIFIES to the truth that
might is right in today’s world, it is the os-
tensible reason underlying Donald Trump’s
imposition of a 50 per cent tariff on Indian
exports to his country. The level of tariff is
matched only by the rate slapped on Brazil.
This, even though Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has wooed Trump assiduously ever
since his first term in office. The hugs and
the hand-holding have meant nothing
when it came to the United States pursu-
ing its interests, no matter the malevolence
of denying over a billion people access to
oil, on which their livelihood depends. The
US has been complicit in the devastation
unleashed on Gaza by Israel. If India is “fu-
elling Russia’s war machine” by buying its
oil, the United States is Israel’s war machine
itself. Almost all the weapons of mass de-
struction used by Israel are sourced from
the United States. Historically, the US has
not only bankrolled Israel with aid but also
rescued it from censure in international
fora for the genocide in Palestine. Given
that the world knows this record, it hardly
needs to be pointed out that in the case of
Russian oil, it singles out India when its
NATO partners have purchased more of
that oil than India has since 2022.

Trump’s actions have upended the
premise on which Indian economic policy
has been based since 1991. Economists im-
bued with the American ideology, who
have driven that policy, purveyed the idea
of a global free market for goods with
which India must integrate for its own sake
by dismantling all trade barriers. India has
gone a great distance in that direction since
then without reaping the reward promised.
The share of industry, the sector of the
economy most exposed to world trade, has
hardly grown. Now India has discovered
something far deeper — that there is no free
market for goods globally.

Trump’s actions have
upended the premise on
which Indian economic
policy has been based since
1991. Economists imbued
with the American ideology,
who have driven that policy,
purveyed the idea of a global
free market for goods with
which India must integrate
for its own good by
dismantling all trade
barriers. India has gone a
great distance in that
direction since then without
reaping the reward
promised. The share of
industry, the sector of the
economy most exposed to
world trade, has hardly
grown. Now India has
discovered something far
deeper — that there is no free
market for goods globally.

India needs to do three things in re-
sponse to Trump’s action. First, in a version
of Trump’s own “reciprocal tariff”, it should
impose a 50 per cent tariff rate on US goods.
This will convey the message to the world
that India has gumption. In any given situ-
ation, standing up to a bully has costs as
well as benefits. The obvious cost in this
case will be that Trump will not be pleased.
The benefit of standing up to the bully
would be the support that will come from
countries who view Trump's actions as un-
acceptable. Some of them also happen to
possess an export item that is particularly
valuable to India — oil. Prominent among
them would be Russia and Iran, major
global suppliers of oil. While India has
maintained its historic relationship with
Russia, which has held it in good stead, it
has shortsightedly eased up on its much
older, civilisational association with Iran.
Inresponse to US sanctions, it has reduced
its purchases of oil from that country. India
should now pivot towards Iran, buying oil
from it instead of purchasing it from the
United States under pressure, as India cur-
rently does. In fact, India should scour the
world for every possible source of assured
oil supply. Securing its supply chain, there-
fore, is the second thing India needs to do.

The third imperative for India following
the Trump tariff would be to hunker down
and focus on the heavy lifting of building
global competitiveness for its goods and
services. In principle, India can find other
markets for its goods now facing higher tar-
iffs in the United States. But this is not as-
sured. The reformers of 1991 have shown
themselves to have assumed innocently
that India need only align itself with the
policy regime of Western economies to
reap rich rewards on the global stage. This
episode has revealed that integrating with
the world economy can have positive re-

sults only if you have products to export
that are competitive, in that they offer the
same value at a lower price. There is very
little in economic theory or global experi-
ence which assures us that competitive-
ness will simply follow the rescinding of
trade barriers. It would require infrastruc-
ture, enabling laws, a skilled workforce and
marketing. As may be gathered by anyone
schooled in economic history, the role of a
strong and nimble government in
coordinating such a transition would be in-
dispensable. Markets left to their own de-
vices cannot deliver competitiveness to a
country’s products.

Prime Minister Modi has had his
American Dream punctured by Trump,
who has led him up the garden path, only
to pull the rug from under his feet. Given
America’s record of involvement in Asia,
from Hiroshima in the last century to Iran
in this one, his advisers should have cau-
tioned him against reposing full trust in
Trump. Now, he has some hard work to do.
He must steel himself to fulfil the first two
of the three imperatives [ have outlined. For
the third, he will need more than just at-
manirbharta; he needs to craft a far more
imaginative economic policy than he has
produced thus far.

Despite the naivete he has displayed in
his dealings with Trump, Prime Minister
Modi is not responsible for his perfidy. In
dealing with the national emergency that
we now face, he needs to be supported po-
litically. Every section of India depends on
oil, almost all of which is imported. It is in-
disputably in India’s interest to assure its
supply even as we reduce our dependence
onit.

The author is honorary visiting professor,
Centre for Development studies,
Thiruvananthapuram

MY TEACHER RAJAT KANTA RAY

He challenged orthodoxies, upheld finest traditions of intellectual scholarship

SUGATA BOSE

IN 1975, WE were third-year students at
Presidency College, Calcutta, when a breath
of fresh air entered seminar room 17 on the
first floor of the old building in the form of
Professor Rajat Kanta Ray. A freshly minted
PhD from the University of Cambridge, he
integrated the most recent, cutting-edge
historical research in his lectures to under-
graduates. He believed in the inextricable
link between scholarship and teaching. The
more mischievous among us parodied the
extravagant hand gestures that accompa-
nied his erudite lectures, but we loved him
because he treated us as equals.

In February 1977, he was the professor-
in-charge who took us on a historical ex-
cursion to Khajuraho and other sites in
Madhya Pradesh. We were mesmerised by
his deep knowledge of architectural his-
tory. The doors of his home in Jodhpur Park
were always open to his students.

Rajat Kanta Ray had done his doctoral
research in the environment of the so-
called Cambridge school of nationalism,
but he expressed his reasoned dissent from
some of its supercilious attitudes in a path-
breaking article on “Political change in
British India”. His first work focused on the
political history of Bengal during the 50-
year timespan from 1875 to 1925. He also
wrote authoritatively with Ratnalekha Ray
on agrarian history in the colonial period.
Having been taught by him to think criti-

Equally adept at political and
economic history, Rajat Ray
did path-breaking research on
the history of
industrialisation and
industrial policy. One of his
finest long-form articles was
on the bazaar and the long-
distance flows of credit and
finance that connected South
Asia to Southeast Asia, West
Asia and East Africa across
the Indian Ocean. I urged
him to write a book on the
subject, but he was quite
happy to hand over the baton
to the next generation of
Indian Ocean historians.

cally and challenge orthodoxies, I offered
an alternative analysis of agrarian social
structure in my own doctoral work at
Cambridge. I was always struck by his
generosity and open-mindedness in ac-
cepting criticism from even his most de-
voted students.

Equally adept at political and economic
history, Rajat Ray did path-breaking re-
search on the history of industrialisation
and industrial policy. One of his finest long-
form articles was on the bazaar and the
long-distance flows of credit and finance
that connected South Asia to Southeast
Asia, West Asia and East Africa across the
Indian Ocean. I urged him to write a book
on the subject, but he was quite happy to
hand over the baton to the next generation
of Indian Ocean historians.

Later in his long and distinguished aca-
demic career, he turned to exploring cul-
tural and intellectual history. He wrote
with grace and imagination about emo-
tional history and what he called “the felt
community”. During a visit to Harvard
early in the 21st century, those were the
topics he wanted to discuss with me.

In conventional terms, being appointed
vice-chancellor of Visva Bharati from 2006
to 2011 was his crowning glory. I was not
particularly excited about seeing my
revered teacher take on the burdens of ad-
ministration. On one occasion, he pros-

trated himself before a statue of
Debendranath Tagore to seek the sage’s
guidance. Yet, his time in Santiniketan
rekindled his interest in Rabindranath’s
concept of jibandebata. He devoted himself
in his final years to writing in Bengali on
this theme.

There was another context in which I
saw Rajat Ray closely. For decades, he was
a member of the Council of the Netaji
Research Bureau. My late mother Krishna
Bose and [ sought his advice about interna-
tional academic conferences at Netaji
Bhawan where he was invariably a very
lively intellectual presence. He was mas-
terful in chairing history seminars.

The passing of this exemplary scholar-
teacher at this critical juncture in our coun-
try’s history leaves an enormous void. He
was bold and forthright in standing up to
the assaults on academic freedom and the
discipline of history by the forces of Hindu
majoritarianism. His answer, however, was
not to retreat into narrow provincialism but
to uphold the best intellectual traditions of
Bengal in their full amplitude. In the en-
veloping darkness of Bengal’s all-round ed-
ucational and cultural decline, my teacher
Rajat Kanta Ray lit a candle whose flame
will forever burn bright.

The writer is Gardiner Professor of History
at Harvard University
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DHRUVA, N-REACTOR

DHRUVA, THE BIGGEST among Indian re-
search reactors and the sixth at the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre (BARC), went crit-
ical. Announcing this, P K Iyengar, director,
BARC, said the 100 MW natural uranium-
based metal reactor, cooled and moderated
by heavy water, was an entirely indigenous
effort. Iyengar said Dhruva, one of the
largest research reactors in the world, had
generated considerable excitement among
BARC scientists because of the special ad-
vantages it offered.

FAROOQ-RAJIV TALKS

FAROOQABDULLAH, FORMER chief minister
of Jammu and Kashmir, met the Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, and apprised him of
the political situation in the state. The meet-
ingis part of the current exercise to find ways
to end the present political instability in the
state in the context of the growing disillusion-
ment of the Congress-I with the 14-month-
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old G M Shah ministry. The PM has, during
the past few weeks, held detailed discussions
on the situation in the state with the state
Congress (I) president, Mulfti Syed, party leg-
islators as well as with Chief Minister Shah.

ASSAM MOVEMENT

ASSAM AGITATION LEADERS made it clear
that they were not going to accept 1971 as
the cut-off year for the detection of foreign
nationals. The AASU president, Prafulla
Mahanta, and the general secretary, Bhrigu
Phukan, said they had agreed to the pres-
ent revised rolls, taking the 1971 rolls as one
of the basic documents, for elections. They,
however, made it clear that the voters’ list
being prepared at the moment was “full of
mistakes and not to their satisfaction”.

MAXKEN CASE

THERE ARE SEVERAL chinks in the police
claim that Lal Singh, the alleged interna-
tional terrorist, was involved in the murder

of Congress-1 MP Lalit Maken, his wife and
an onlooker. The police reportedly arrived at
the conclusion by showing Lal Singh’s pho-
tograph to several eyewitnesses of the
killing and others who had seen
the assailants. But at least one of them de-
nied that the killer bore any resemblance to
the photograph.

AF-PAK TALKS

THE AFGHANISTAN FOREIGN Minister,
Shah Mohammed Dost, said his country
favoured direct talks between Afghanistan
and Pakistan on August 27 when the next
round of UN-sponsored discussions is to
open in Geneva. There cannot be much
progress without direct talks between the
two countries, he said, in an interview at
the end of his talks in Delhi. So far, four
rounds of “proximity talks" have been held
in Geneva. The Karmal government’s
insistence on direct talks is mainly due to
its desire to achieve Pakistan’s recognition
of its existence.
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The faultlines of consent

A blanket reduction of the age of consent, without a nuanced approach, risks pushing
millions of vulnerable girls further into invisibility and harm

o

AUDREY DMELLO AND
FLAVIA AGNES

THE “AGE OF consent” debate has re-
emerged, this time in the Nipun Saxena and
Anr vs Union of India PIL pending in the
Supreme Court before a Bench comprising
Justices Vikram Nath, Sanjay Karol, and
Sandeep Mehta. The Court will examine
whether the age of “consensual” sexual re-
lationships, which is currently pegged at
18, needs to be reduced, under the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012.

As per the POCSO Act, any sexual activity
with a minor is a crime. Cases referred to as
“consensual” under POCSO rarely involve
sexual exploration among teens but on the
contrary, reflect a darker and more complex
social reality.

Most victims are from marginalised com-
munities and trying to escape violent homes,
sexual abuse by family members, discrimi-
nation, and/or threats of forced marriage. The
age of the victim in some of these cases s as
low as 12 years; the man is much older. The
man promises her love and a better life.
Having had sex with him, she believes the
man and agrees to elope. Usually, a “missing
person” complaint is lodged by the parents.
The police trace the couple, often already
married and/or expecting a child. A case un-
der the POCSO Act is registered, the man is
arrested, and the girl is institutionalised.
Once a case is filed, all hell breaks loose and
the pressure from the accused’s family to
withdraw the complaint mounts. For the
girls, it is a Hobson's choice — continue the
pregnancy while confined in a shelter home
until the age of 18 with the hope that the man
and his family will accept her, or go back to
the natal family where violence and forced
marriage await her. In either scenario, the
minor girl's agency is crushed — first by the
family and then by the law.

Ina controversial judgment, the Calcutta
High Court, while acquitting a man of pene-
trative sexual assault, commented that it was
a case of “non-exploitative consensual sexual
relationship between two consenting ado-
lescents”. The victim was 14, and the man
was 25. The victim claimed that she had mar-
ried the accused and left her house of her
own will. She expressed a desire to continue
living with the accused. The court did not ex-
amine the home conditions that compelled
a mere teenager to want to elope. The
Supreme Court came down heavily on the
High Court’s comments and restored the
conviction but without a jail term, as this
would cause further harm to the young
woman, now aged 21. Trial court judges often
acquit the accused or recommend leniency;,
terming these cases “Romeo-Juliet love” even
where the age gap is significant.

According to NCRB data, as a result of
mandatory reporting under the POCSO Act,
cases of child sexual abuse rose from 8,541
in2012t053,874in 2021. In Mumbai alone in
2021, 524 cases of penetrative sexual assault
were reported under the POCSO Act. A re-
port by Praja Foundation found thatin 54 per
cent of these, the accused were romantic
partners, friends, or individuals who had

promised marriage and deserted the victim.
Another 26 per cent were household em-
ployees, 12 per cent were neighbours, and 8
per cent were family members or guardians.

Meanwhile, India witnessed 1.6 million
child marriages in 2022, with barely 900
cases registered as per the India Child
Protection report. The drivers of child mar-
riage have shifted from Brahminical patri-
archy to poverty, lack of education, and fear
of sexual violence. Poverty-stricken par-
ents marry off their daughters young to
safeguard them, not due to tradition but
out of desperation.

What we are witnessing is a tragic para-
dox. Minor girls from marginalised back-
grounds choose between the frying pan and
the fire. They elope to escape violence, dis-
crimination and sexual exploitation in their
own home with the hope of a better life. But
eloping exposes them to isolation, threats,
and often, more violence by their partners,
inaddition to the trauma of facing the daunt-
ing criminal justice system.

Child rights activists are advocating that
the age of consent be reduced to 16 years (ex-
cept in cases involving coercion, and sexual
relationships with persons in authority).
Their demand is rooted in ensuring auton-
omy and agency for young girls — they argue
that the criminal justice system severely im-
pacts girls’ lives and offers them nothing.

But if we have to extend this logic, why
stop at 16 and not 14? After all, in the West
Bengal case, the victim was 14 years old, and
our ground work reveals victims are some-
times as young as 12. Also, if the victim’s au-
tonomy and the impact of the system are the
issues at hand, why not extend the logic to

Minor girls from marginalised
backgrounds choose between
the frying pan and the fire.
They elope to escape violence,
discrimination and sexual
exploitation in their own
home with the hope of a better
life. But eloping exposes them
to isolation, threats, and
often, more violence by their
partners, in addition to the
trauma of facing the daunting
criminal justice system.

CR Sasikumar

cases of family members’ or guardians’
abuse, as most victims, even in those cases,
do not wish to pursue legal action due to
stigma or dependency?

More importantly, how are we going to
establish “consent” and who will decide?
Consent can be enthusiastic, reluctant, viti-
ated by fear, or extracted by manipulation. It
canbe revoked, misunderstood, or miscom-
municated. “Consent” is the most invoked
defence in rape trials. Expecting a minor to
understand and articulate consent is unre-
alistic. Judges, too, interpret it inconsistently,
bringing in personal biases about morality
and tradition.

The POCSO Act is a path-breaking piece
of legislation with a victim-centric lens.
However, the faultlines are in its implemen-
tation. In the West Bengal case, Justice Abhay
S Oka stated, “The victim did not get any op-
portunity to make an informed choice.
Society judged her, the legal system failed
her, and her own family abandoned her.” He
instructed the state to do what the Child
Welfare Committee ought to have done right
in the beginning: Provide the best possible
care and protection for her and her child.

A blanket reduction of the age of con-
sent, without a nuanced approach, risks
pushing millions of vulnerable girls further
into invisibility and harm. Lawmakers must
consider the lived realities of India’s ado-
lescent girls: Their vulnerabilities, the sys-
tems that fail them, and the real motiva-
tions behind “elopement”.

Dmello is the director and Agnes is the
founder of Majlis, a legal centre forwomen
and children. Views are personal

Parting the fog of war

US-Israel attack, which aimed at crippling Iran has, instead, strengthened it

IrAJ] ELAHI

ONE MONTH HAS passed since Israeli and
American aggression against Iran halted. Over
the past month, more evidence and insights
have come to light regarding the 12-day im-
posed war. As new revelations continue to
emerge, it has become increasingly clear that
despite the initial media spin by the US and
Israel, their attacks cannot be viewed as a suc-
cess by any standard or measure. What was
originally framed as a decisive military en-
gagement is now being reassessed with re-
spect to new data and perspectives, showing
the limitations and setbacks that Israel and
the US suffered during the conflict.

The scale of damage caused by Iran’s bal-
listic and hypersonic missiles to Israel’s criti-
cal infrastructure has been so extensive, that
even a month after the fighting has ceased,
many critical Israeli infrastructure sites remain
inoperable. Damaged Israeli ports, power
plants, refineries, and airports remain unus-
able, undermining Israel’s ability to recover
swiftly from the attack. While Israel undeni-
ably inflicted serious blows to parts of Iran’s
missile and nuclear supply chains, Iran has
managed to stay resilient and ahead of the
curve inmany respects. Notably, none of Iran’s
vital infrastructure has been completely neu-
tralised, allowing Iran to maintain both its
strategic defence capabilities and its economic
stability. In fact, the estimated cost of each
Israeli offensive and defensive operation alone

has outstripped the total damage inflicted on
Iranian facilities.

On the other hand, new evidence shows
that despite prior US knowledge of Iran’s tar-
geting of the Al-Udeid base, American air de-
fences failed to prevent Iran’s precision-
guided missiles from striking the most critical
US radar facility in the West Asian region. This
failure highlights a significant gap in the US
military’s ability to defend against highly ad-
vanced and sophisticated Iranian missile tech-
nologies. Iran’s success in this regard repre-
sents a major setback for US interests in
the region.

The Iranian people, who had previously
questioned the benefits of nuclear energy due
to the economic pressure fromillegal US sanc-
tions, are now more united and determined
than ever in their stance. The aggression has
only strengthened their resolve to assertIran’s
legitimate right to pursue nuclear energy.

If the setbacks for Israel and the US had
ended solely on the battlefield, they might still
have been manageable in a political sense.
However, what has proven to be even more
damaging than the military defeat is the loss
in the narrative war. For 45 years, the US and
Israel invested billions in constructing a narra-
tive that painted Iran as brutal, oppressive, and
fanatical. This narrative has now been chal-
lenged and weakened. Today, the world sees
adifferentimage: Iran as the leading supporter

of the Palestinian cause, standing in defiance
of the supremacist and racist policies of the
US, Israel, and a handful of their European al-
lies. By positioning itself as a vocal advocate
for Palestinian rights, Iran has gained wide-
spread global sympathy.

Moreover, the blow of this military and
ideological defeat was further compounded
when the US and Israel - hoping their attack
on Iranwould trigger domestic unrest and fa-
cilitate a regime change — were instead met
with aunified and nationally cohesive Iranian
response. Rather than seeing divisions or in-
ternal unrest, the Iranian people have rallied
around their government, reinforcing the
leadership’s position and undermining any
efforts for regime change. They condemn the
Israeli and American attacks against their sov-
ereignty, and they are increasingly unified in
their readiness to resist any future aggression.

Meanwhile, global public indignation over
the actions of the Israeli regime — widely seen
as committing atrocities against children and
engaging in genocide — has grown so intense
that even Israel’s traditional allies have started
to distance themselves. Many states, fearing
backlash both at home and internationally,
have become cautious about being publicly
associated with Israel. This shift reflects the
growing disillusionment with Israeli policies.

Altogether, these developments have left
both Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu

in a worse position than they were in when
they firstlaunched the attack on Iran. Despite
their best efforts to spin the narrative, they are
now scrambling to claim that their operations
were a success, asserting that they intercepted
nearly all of Iran’s projectiles and minimised
both casualties and damage. But the truth can-
not be concealed indefinitely.

Given the increasingly difficult political
situation they now face, both Trump and
Netanyahu have a vested interest in convinc-
ing their domestic audiences that they
achieved their objectives. However, deep
down, both men are aware that the recent
failure has only propelled Iran closer to ce-
menting its position as a regional power. Iran
has not only withstood the military assault
but also proved its resilience and ability to
respond to external threats. Once again, it
hasreaffirmed its role as one of the main pil-
lars of regional peace and stability, counter-
ing the expansionism and criminal activities
of the Zionist regime as well as the interven-
tionist policies of extra-regional powers like
the US.

What was intended as a calculated move
to cripple Iran has instead strengthened it,
both in the eyes of its people and on the
world stage.

The writer is the ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to India
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The names change but the song remains the same: occupation, destruction and
the forcible transfer of tens of thousands of Palestinians. Additional soldiers will
be sacrificed on this altar, and the remaining Israeli hostages will be lost..”

— HAARETZ, ISRAEL

Countering
1 rump

His transactionalism needs to be tackled
with tact, not aggression

RAM MADHAV

IT'S NOT JUST India — many countries have
faced ups and downs in their ties with the US
in the past. Even today, the Donald Trump
administration is engaged in hardball nego-
tiations with over 20 countries on trade and
tariffs. At the root of all this is the sense of
“American exceptionalism” that the USlead-
ership developed after World War II. It built
post-War financial institutions in a manner
thatensured they helped perpetuateits eco-
nomic hegemony. Although President Harry
Truman claimed “all countries, including our
own, will greatly benefit”, the real intention
remained US supremacy in the world.

It was evident in the US’s enthusiastic
support for the creation of the IMF and the
World Bank in 1944 while refusing to sup-
port the creation of a level playing field for
global trade — the proposed International
Trade Organisation. When UN members met
in Havana, Cuba in 1948 for that purpose,
American business leaders made sure such
an arrangement, deemed detrimental to
their interests, wouldn’t take shape. The US
Congress refused toratify the Havana Charter
and aweak and lopsided arrangement called
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
was brought in.

The same American businesses realised
that despite this weak trade regime, coun-
tries like South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore,
Japan and Germany emerged as powerful
competitors. That prompted them to sup-
port the creation of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO)in 1995, again with the
aim of ensuring better opportunities for
Western companies inan increasingly com-
petitive trade space. By then, the developing
world had understood the rules of the game
and offered stiff resistance. At multiple ne-
gotiations in the late 1990s and early 2000s,
India led the developing world’s campaign
for an equitable trade regime. The resistance
grew stronger with China’s accession to the
WTOin 2001, which forced the body to build
aregime that helped the developing world
as much as it did the developed ones.

The WTO regime helped countries like
China, India, Indonesia and others register
impressive economic growth. China raced
ahead in the two decades after it joined the
WTO, and India, too, picked up momentum
in the past decade and emerged as the most
promising economy. The Western powers
began feeling insecure and started targeting
the rising economies once again. While ac-
cusing others of violating WTO rules, they
themselves did everything possible to crip-
ple that regime by blocking judicial appoint-
ments, violating tariff commitments and not
paying membership dues for several years.
China became the target after it emerged as
the second-largest economy,and soon, it was
India’s turn. Robert Lighthizer, who was the
US Trade Representative under Trump from
2017 to 2021, boasted in 2019 that he got
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Indiaremoved from the Generalised System
of Preferences (GSP) regime that allowed de-
veloping countries to access US markets eas-
ily. Despite regime change, the US didn’t re-
store India to the GSP regime.

The Western powers always tried to rig
the international trade regime in their favour.
They never allowed a real level playing field
or free flows of trade and investment.
Thomas Friedman'’s “the world is flat” was
merely a platitude, while the reality was that
“the rise of the rest”, to borrow from Fareed
Zakaria, was never taken kindly by the West
as it believed this was happening at its ex-
pense. Jeffrey Sachs, the renowned American
economist, warns that the Trump adminis-
tration’s real objective behind tariff aggres-
sion is to prevent the Indian economy from
growing as a big competitor to the US.

India’s insistence on strategic autonomy;,
too, became another sore point for many in
the US and EU capitals. As America’s influ-
ence declined vis-a-vis countries like China
and Russia, India was increasingly seenas an
important partner. India’s refusal tobecome
aparty to power-bloc politicsirritated many.

The current tariff tussle should be seen
in this context. There can be other, more
“Trumpian” reasons, too, like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s refusal to stop over in DC
after the G7 summit in Canada or the Indian
establishment’s consistent refusal to accept
Trump’s claims of having mediated during
Operation Sindoor. Trump sees himself as a
serious contender for the Nobel Peace Prize.
In the past six months, his regime claimed
the President had negotiated six peace deals
—arecord one-a-month success —whichin-
cluded the India-Pakistan, Thailand-
Cambodia and Israel-Iran ceasefires, as well
as the resolution of other disputes between
Serbia and Kosovo, Rwanda and Congo, and
Egypt and Ethiopia. He has invited the lead-
ers of Azerbaijan and Armenia to signatruce
next week. Several of these countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Cambodia and Israel,and some
lawmakers in the US, have already submitted
his nomination for the coveted prize.

Trump’s transactional approachis an ex-
tension of America’s trade exceptionalism,
which needs to be tackled not with aggres-
sionin turn but with calm and tact, as Europe
and others are doing. The Indian leadership,
too, is maintaining a studied silence while
working to ensure that normalcy returns
sooner rather than later.

Trump’s targeting of several countries is
rooted in his threefold mission — resolve the
Ukraine-Russia conflict, secure a Nobel Peace
Prize,and Make America Great Again to con-
tain China. He understands that India is an
indispensable ally in achieving all three. For
India, these Trumpian dreams can be turned
into an opportunity. Trump holds PM Modi
ingreat awe and respect. Having made clear
that India won’t compromise on national in-
terests, the question for the country’s lead-
ership is whether long-term discord be-
tween the world’s most influential
democracies, which have grown closer over
several decades of strenuous efforts,isagood
sign for posterity. If not, the two leaders are
justa phone call or an emissary away.

The writer, president, India Foundation, is
with the BJP. Views are personal

SMART RESPONSE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Stay calm,
negotiate smartly’ (IE, August 8). In an
era of volatile global trade, India must
resist the temptation of reactive policy
swings. Trade disputes, particularly
with the US, are no longer episodic but
persistent features of the global econ-
omy. Our response must be anchored
in structural competitiveness, efficient
logistics, modernised ports, robust
manufacturing, and value-added agri-
culture. The real challenge is to future-
proof our economy by diversifying mar-
kets, incentivising innovation, and
forging resilient supply chains.
Negotiation from a position of eco-
nomic strength, not vulnerability, will
ensure India’s voice commands respect
in an increasingly protectionist world.
Zainab Irshad, Patna

US’s CALCULUS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘Bracing up’
(IE, August 8). The tariff onslaught on
Indiais buta secondary theme for the US
and will be sorted out. The key irritant for
the US remains our active neutrality post-
Independence. Since World War I, the US
has consistently used India and Pakistan
asinstruments inits broader strategic cal-
culus. Now, the US is once again courting
Pakistan to ease friction with Beijing. The
tariffs on India are but the US’s reprimand
to our political ethos. If despite all this, we
are on our way to becoming the third-
largest economy, we need only proceed
with the same self-belief.

R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

ECI MUST ANSWER

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘1 lakh votes
stolen in 1 Assembly segment of
Karnataka: Rahul’s charge against EC
(IE, August 8). There is no obvious rea-
son to dispute Rahul Gandhi’ss hard-
hitting public exposé of massive elec-
toral roll manipulation, backed with
ample evidence. Though the ECl refused
to supply the relevant electoral data dig-
itally, his team manually scrutinised
piles of paper and unearthed thousands
of fake, duplicate, and ineligible voters.
Ordinary voters don’t want the ECI to
hide behind technicalities to protect it-
self from the Opposition’s questions;
they just want a clear and straight ex-
planation for them.

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

STRIKING A BALANCE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Warning
bells, unheard’ (IE, August 8). Brushing
aside rain-related impact as “nature’s
fury” would be fallacious. For decades,
scientists have been warning of arise in
extreme rainfall events as a result of cli-
mate change. Environmental safe-
guards are often sacrificed at the altar
of business interests. Development ac-
tivities that cause damage to the envi-
ronment prove counterproductive in
the long run. Striking a balance between
development priorities and environ-
mental concerns is the way forward.
There are no easy solutions to urban
flooding or continuing disasters in
the hills.

S SPaul, Nadia
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Rain, landslides, flash floods: an uncertain mix

The Uttarkashi incident demonstrates the rising risk of disasters in ecologically fragile regions, and the increasing uncertainty around their occurrence

AMITABH SINHA

THE FLASH flood that devastated Dharali vil-
lage in Uttarakhand’s Uttarkashi district on
August 5 has spotlighted again the threats from
extreme weather events in India’s hill states.
The incident has resulted in the loss of at
least four lives,and many people continue tobe
missing. There has been widespread destruc-
tion, with hundreds left homeless or stranded.
Several similar events have occurred in
Himachal Pradesh over the last one month,
in which dozens of people have been re-
ported killed and thousands affected.

The flash flood in Dharali

Flash floods are usually triggered by ex-
treme rainfall events that lead to landslides
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US TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY Sean
Duffy, whois now also NASA'’s acting ad-
ministrator, last week issued a directive
to fast-track efforts to put a nuclear reac-
tor on the Moon. Duffy ordered the agency
to solicitindustry proposals fora 100-kilo-
watt nuclear reactor to launch by 2030.

Why put a nuclear reactor in space?

Nuclear reactor technology would
transform the ability of humanity to
travel and live in the solar system. Many
of NASA’s robotic spacecraft today oper-
ate at power levels equivalent to what a
few incandescent light bulbs consume.
That limits what scientific instruments
can be put on board.

The International Space Station gets
its energy from swaths of solar panels,
but that is not practical for human habi-
tats on the Moon, where the cold, dark
night lasts two weeks, or on Mars, where
the Sun is farther away and dimmer.

Nuclear reactors would enable faster
and more efficient propulsion systems.

Putting radioactive energy sources
in space is not unusual. The Voyager 1
and Voyager 2 space probes, which are
still operating after launching in 1977,
are powered by plutonium, with the
heat of natural radioactive decay turned
into electricity. The plutonium heat ini-
tially generated 470 watts. In the
decades since, the power output has
dwindled to about 225 watts.

But the plutonium power sources on
the Voyagers are more like batteries than
nuclear power plants on Earth. Fission —
the chain-reaction splitting of atoms like
uranium — releases much more energy
than solar panels and the power sources
on the Voyagers. This is what Duffy’s or-

or mudslides. Large amounts of debris end
up in streams or rivers, and flow down steep
slopes with the surging water, sweeping away
buildings, vegetation, and roads in its path.

What triggered the flash flood that hit
Dharali, however, remains unclear.

The area had been receiving monsoon
rainfall, but not in unusually high amounts. A
senior glaciologist has suggested the possibil-
ity of a breach in a glacial lake that may have
formed upstream. While glacial ice-breaks
can trigger flash floods, the occurrence of such
an event is yet to be confirmed in this case.

More than anything else, the Dharali in-
cident indicates the rising risk of such disas-
tersin these ecologically fragile regions, and
the increasing uncertainty around their oc-
currence. This is making the task of installing
early warning systems and taking mitigation
measures even more difficult.

Heavy rain and cloudburst

While Uttarakhand as a whole has re-
ceived heavy and continuous rainfall this
month, Uttarkashi district specifically has not
seen that much rain.

On August 3 and 4, the two days preced-
ing the flood, districts such as Haridwar and
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der aims to harness.

How would a nuclear reactor on the
Moon work?

A reactor on the Moon would not op-
erate in quite the same way as one on Earth.

For one, it has to be small and light
enough to fit inside a rocket. Safety pre-
cautions would include not turning the
reactor on until it reaches the Moon

On the Moon, there is also no water
or air. The surface swings between 250
degrees Fahrenheit (roughly 121 degrees
Celsius) during the day and minus 400
degrees Fahrenheit (minus 240 degrees
Celsius) at night. Those make it more dif-
ficult to manage the reactor’s tempera-
ture to keep it operating efficiently.

Kevin Au, the vice president of lunar
exploration at Lockheed Martin, said the
biggest challenge of a higher-power re-
actor would be developing materials that
could survive hotter temperatures for use
in the conversion of heat to electricity.

However, experts say building such a
power source falls within what is realis-
tically possible.

How feasible is the lunar reactor plan?

What is unrealistic, according to some
outside experts, is building a reactor and
launching it by 2030. They also call the
decision somewhat perplexing because
NASA is not currently planning anything
on the lunar surface that would require a
reactor there that soon.

“It'sjust a very aggressive, frankly un-
realistic timeline for something that is
good and should happen,” said Kathryn
Huff, a former nuclear energy official at
the Department of Energy.
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Udham Singh Nagar received very heavy
rain, but Uttarkashi had less than normal
rainfall for those days.

Data from the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) show that on August 5,
the day of the flash flood, Uttarkashi district
received 32 mm of rain — double the normal
rainfall for the day. But this was still not an
extraordinary or extreme rainfall event.

Also, this rainfall was recorded over a 24-
hour period. If the same amount of rain were
tofall overavery short duration — say,an hour
or two — the impact could be
very different. This is what hap-
pens duringa ‘cloudburst’ event
—which seesashortbutveryin-

CLIMATE

cloudburst event increases chances of aland-
slide. Cloudburst-like events, evenif they do
not qualify as a cloudburst in the specific
terms of its definition, are often behind flash
floods in hill states. Many of the recent inci-
dents in Himachal Pradesh were triggered
by cloudburst-like events.

But again, in the case of Uttarkashi, there
is noindication that such an event took place,
even in remote locations.

A combination of factors

There are no direct cause-
effect relationships among
heavy rainfall, landslides, and
flash floods. Not all cloudburst-

tense spell of heavy rainfall.

A cloudburst has a specific definition in
meteorology. The IMD categorises an ex-
treme rainfall event as a cloudburstif a small
area, roughly 10 km x 10 kmin size, receives
atleast 100 mm of rain in about an hour.

By its very definition, a cloudburst is a
concentrated, localised event. For this rea-
son, a cloudburst may sometimes go un-
recorded if there are no rainfall-measuring
devices in that small area.

Very high-intensity rainfall during a

like events resultin a flash flood
or a disaster. And not all flash floods are trig-
gered by an intense spell of rain.

For a flash flood-like situation to be cre-
ated, several things must come together. In
most cases, heavy rainfall followed by land-
slides or mudslides lead to run-offs into
rivers. But extreme rainfall events do not al-
ways lead to landslides — and if they do, the
debris does not always find its way into a
river or stream.

Also, the place where this occurs may not

always be located on a slope that is steep
enough to facilitate the forceful downward
journey of the accumulated mass.

But again, landslides are not necessary to
cause flash floods. In some cases, extreme
rainfall on its own can do so.

Sometimes, a flash flood can result if a
section of a glacier breaks and falls into a
river. In Chamoli district of Uttarakhand in
2021, 3-4 million cubic metres of water was
suddenly released into the Rishiganga and
Dhauliganga rivers following an ice-break.

The possibility of such an event having
occurred in the upper reaches of Uttarkashi
remains under investigation.

Sometimes, even low-intensity rainfall can
trigger flash floods. This can happenif the area
is already extremely fragile, or the mountain
slopes are already eroding, and the soil is sat-
urated, unable to absorb any more water.

In these circumstances, even small
amounts of rain can trigger landslides or flash
floods.

The Himalayas are relatively young
mountains. The rocks are not fully consoli-
dated, and there are lots of relatively weak
geological formations. The region is, there-
fore, more susceptible to landslides or flash
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floods than, say, the older Aravali mountains.

The Himalayas are also earthquake-
prone. Continuous seismic activity makes
the region more vulnerable in case of an ex-
treme rainfall event. Largescale construction
activity and high volumes of vehicular traf-
fic are contributing factors as well.

Challenge for early warning

The Dharali incident illustrates the diffi-
culties in developing early warning systems
for such events.

While heavy rainfall events can be reli-
ably predicted days in advance, and efforts
to predict landslides are progressing steadily,
whether such events would end up in flash
floods remains very difficult to predict.

The Dharali experience suggests that
even moderate or normal rain can trigger a
devastating flash flood.

But some mitigation measures can cer-
tainly be taken. These would include avoid-
ing construction activity near river banks,
moving villages and populations some dis-
tance away fromrivers, and storing and dis-
posing of large boulders and construction
debris in a way that they are not easily swept
into rivers.

Why an order by Mumbai’s civic body
on feeding pigeons is now before HC

NAYONIKABOSE &
OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAI, AUGUST 8

ON AUGUST 6, hundreds of people clashed
with police to tear down tarpaulin sheets put
by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) at the Dadar Kabutarkhana to stop the
feeding of pigeons at the historic landmark.

Over the past few weeks, civic authori-
ties have cracked down on the feeding of pi-
geons in public places in Mumbali, acting on
directives issued by the state government
and the Bombay High Court.

Public opinion has been divided among
those who have welcomed the action citing
health concerns linked with the birds, and crit-
icsincluding animal rights activists and mem-
bers of the Jain community, for whom the
feeding of pigeons holds religious significance.

On August 4, a day after the BMC erected
bamboo poles around the Dadar Kabutar-
khana and covered the pigeon-feeding site
with tarpaulin, more than 1,000 members of
the community hit the streets in protest.

Jains and kabutarkhanas

Feeding of pigeons is considered a pious
duty in Jainism, which views this as a form
of jeev daya, or compassion for living beings.
Members of the community have historically
erected pigeon houses in their homes and
neighbourhoods — wooden structures hold-
ing up platforms that rise up to 7 metres in
height, on which grain is scattered.

Larger structures called kabutriyas or kabu-
tarkhanas, often built with community funds,
were erected across Mumbai over the past
century. The oldest of these structures was
built by the Jain merchant Devidas Kothari in
1923 opposite the General Post Office building
in Fort, and includes a pyau or fountain.

There are at least 51 kabutarkhanas in
Mumbai currently, where members of the
community and other birdlovers feed flocks
of pigeons. Many of these are located near
Jain temples and in neighborhoods with
large Gujarati populations. Feeding pigeons
after offering prayers at the temple is a part
of the foundational memory of many Jains.

The Dadar kabutarkhanatoois located near

Dadar kabutarkhana, August 3. The cover is meant to curb pigeon feeding. Akash Patil

a Jain temple. Records show that in 1937, the
Jain temple in Dadar wrote to the president of
the erstwhile Bombay Municipality seeking
permission to construct an enclosure for the
protection of pigeons and other birds.In 1948,
the temple trustees asked for permission to
build a home and a water trough for the pi-
geonson the trafficisland. In 1954, the Bombay
Municipal Corporation allowed the temple to
fence the traffic island to protect the pigeons.

Directives by govt, HC

The long tradition of feeding pigeons
notwithstanding, the explosion in the birds’
population, and the rising instances of pul-
monary ailments among humans being
traced to their feathers and droppings, have
raised concerns in recent years.

This issue was raised in the Legislative
Council by Shiv Sena leader Manisha Kayande
on July 3, following which Industries Minister
Uday Samant said that BMC would be di-
rected to shut down the kabutarkhanas and
take strict action against illegal feeding. The
BMC crackdown began a day later.

On July 14, three animal rights activists
approached Bombay High Court asking that
the demolition of pigeon-feeding areas be
stopped, and that citizens not be prevented
from feeding the birds.

The court observed that “human health”
was “paramount” and that the rights of hu-
mans and animals should be balanced. It de-
clined to pass aninterim order to allow feed-
ing of pigeons, but halted the demolition of
heritage kabutarkhanas.

Trustees of the Dadar Kabutarkhana Trust
moved the court separately, arguing that the
entire kabutarkhana was a heritage structure.
On July 24, the court said that “there cannot
be anything more vital than human health
and if any hazard is caused due to pigeons’
congregation at feeding areas, the same was
a matter of grave social concern”.

On July 30, the HC directed the BMC to
register FIRs against people who were “ille-
gally” feeding pigeons at kabutarkhanas de-
spite BMC's policy and the denial of interim
relief by the court. The HC asked BMC to in-
stall CCTV cameras to monitor “mischievous”
feeders, depute beat marshals or civic offi-
cers at feeding sites, and use nets to prevent
pigeons from congregating.

Escalation and anger

As the BMC, which is empowered to im-
pose penalties overillegal bird-feeding, cracked
down, atleast 141 individuals were fined of Rs
500 each at 44 of the 51 kabutarkhanas in the
city. Between July 13 and August 3, the civic

body raked in Rs 68,700 in fines.

On August 1, the BMC registered an FIR
against an unknown person at Mahim police
station for feeding pigeons at Dadar
Kabutarkhana. Over the next twodays, the civic
body covered the site to prevent the congre-
gation of pigeons. Members of the Kabutar-
khana Trust alleged that 980 pigeons in the
vicinity had died in three days, and called a
peace prayer meeting at the site on August 6.

As the crisis escalated, Cabinet Minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha wrote to BMC on
August 3 asking it to look at the possibility of
alternative feeding spots. Two days later, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis met with mem-
bers of the Jain community and the Dadar
Trustees, and directed the BMC to allow feed-
ing at public spaces ina controlled manner to
ensure that the birds did not starve.

Assuaged, the Trust called off its planned
peace meeting. However, hundreds of people,
apparently unaware of the decision, still gath-
ered atthe site,and a group led by women tore
down the tarpaulin cover and fed the pigeons.

Where matters stand

The BMC is now considering the option
of allowing feeding in a staggered manner
for a few hours of the day, in line with the
CM’s directive to permit controlled feeding,
officials said.

On Thursday, the High Court recorded
that since the BMC had not revoked or di-
luted its decision, the ban on feeding in pub-
lic spaces “very much stands”. It allowed the
petitioners to apply to the BMC if they in-
tended to feed pigeons, and said the civic
body should consider the “larger issue of
public health” before making its decision.

The HC cited an opinion by Dr Sujeet
Rajan of Bombay Hospital recommending
“dismantling of pigeon-breeding areas at the
earliest”, but it said that the court was “not
an expert to examine” the issue.

Therefore, the court said, it was consider-
ing setting up a committee of experts, and if
this committee agreed with the BMC'’s deci-
sion, the authorities should consider an alter-
native workable mechanism for the pigeons.

The court will hear the Advocate General
for Maharashtra and other parties on the set-
ting up of the committee on August 13.

Was Jaisalmer ever part of the Maratha empire? Here's what historians say

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND &
SOHAM SHAH
NEW DELHI, PUNE, AUGUST 8

AMAP in the new NCERT Class 8 text book
showing the extent of the Maratha empire
in 1759 has come under criticism.
Chaitanya Raj Singh, head of the royal fam-
ily of the erstwhile princely state of Jaisalmer;
on Monday called the map, which shows
Jaisalmer lying within the
Maratha dominion, “histori-
cally misleading, factually base-
less,and deeply objectionable”.

HISTORY |

historian Stewart Gordon wrote in his book
The Marathas 1600-1818 (1993).

At the time, the Marathas were already
aformidable force in the Deccan where they
were collecting tribute from erstwhile
Mughal dominions. In the 18th century, the
Marathas pushed into parts of Rajasthan,
the areas around Delhi and Punjab, and
Bundelkhand, and attacked Orissa, Bengal,
and Bihar, Gordon wrote.

These conquests, according to Gordon,
saw the Marathas make next to
no attempt to displace the lo-
cal powers. Instead, they fo-
cussed on entering agreements

Michel Danino, chairperson
of the NCERT's curricular area group for the
new social science textbooks, on Wednesday
clarified thata “revised map will be prepared”
if the current one’s boundaries are “incorrect”.
What do historians say?

Marathas’ ‘northern expansion’

As Mughal authority crumbled in the
early 18th century, Peshwa Baji Rao [ “could
not resist a Maratha drive” into the north,

to collect tribute.

Rahul Magar, assistant professor of his-
tory at Savitribai Phule Pune University, said
collecting economic tribute should not be
confused with exercising political authority.

“These states, like Rajputana and even
Orissa and Bengal, were paying financial
tribute, butitis not necessary that they po-
litically considered the Peshwa as their
overlord,” he told The Indian Express.

Dilbagh Singh, retired professor of his-
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Maratha empire in 1759; NCERT map
posted by C R Singh on X. X/@crsinghbhati

tory at Jawaharlal Nehru University, con-
curred. No Rajput state was “directly ruled

by the Marathas,” he said.

The Marathas & Jaisalmer

“The Marathas didn’t raid Jaisalmer and
Bikaner. They never went too far. Most of their
attacks were confined to Jaipur and Jodhpur,”
Singh said. Jaisalmer remained under the rule
of the Bhati clan of Rajputs till Independence.

Other historians agree. Professor B L
Bhadani, former head of the History
Department at Aligarh Muslim University,
told The Indian Express, “I can say with full
confidence that Jaisalmer was never a trib-
utary state. This map is incorrect.”

Gordon wrote of a tribute-collecting ex-
pedition that Baji RaoIled in 1728 through
western Malwa. “There had been, however,
a friendship between Bajirao and Jai Singh
(of Jaipur) which lessened the pressure for
tribute in the 1730s. After Bajirao’s death,
Maratha military contingents invaded
Rajasthan almost every year,” he wrote.

“Through the later years of the 1750s,
the Peshwa, Scindia, and Holkar sent armies
into Rajasthan to collect the arrears of the
large promised tribute...but nothing like an
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administration was in place. As soon as the
main-force Maratha army left, the Maratha
representatives were thrown out, and no
tribute paid,” Gordon wrote.

Professor Manisha Choudhary of Delhi
University said, “Even Amber-Jaipur was not
paying the tribute regularly, forget about
any other state located in the present terri-
tory of Rajasthan.

“If somebody is not paying you full-
fledged revenue but only sending some gifts
and nazars occasionally, that doesn’t fit
them in the category of a subsidiary state,”
she told The Indian Express.

What ‘empire’ means

It is easy to project modern ideas of
statehood into the past. But historical em-
pires seldom had as much authority as they
are sometimes credited with today.

Historian Richard Eaton wrote in India
in the Persianate Age (2019) that in the
decades of the 1730s to the 1750s, “Maratha
rule was patchy and irregular across much
of central India”. Some regions were fully
administered by the Peshwa’s men “and

others only thinly administered, and pop-
ulated by recalcitrant zamindars who man-
aged to defy Maratha authority from behind
walled strongholds,” Eaton wrote.

“It is true that the dominant clan of the
Marathasin the 18th century made a general
claim of sovereignty over almost the entire
north and north-western parts of India as well
as the Deccan,” Prof Pankaj Jha of the Lady
Shri Ram College told The Indian Express.

“However, their actual control varied
enormously. The more critical question is
how authority is made, rather than which
dynasty or clan proclaimed themselves to
be great,” he said.

Prof Magar highlighted the need for nu-
ance in cartographic representation.

“Such maps should be made using dif-
ferent shades of colours... One indicating di-
rect control, another for tributary states, one
for territories that were captured but did
not remain under control, and another indi-
cating influence. This blanket map is not
consistent with the truth.”
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CABINET APPROVES CONTINUATION OF PMUJJWALA YOJANA FOR2025-26

Govt clears £30,000-cr compensation
tooil firs for Ioses on cooking gas sales big on electrifying trucks

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

THEUNION Cabinet on Friday ap-
proved a budgetary support of Rs
30,000 to public sector oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) to cover
their losses on sale of cooking gas
cylinders below market price in
consumer interest.

The Cabinetalso approved the
continuation of targeted cooking
gas subsidy for poor households
under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) for 2025-26 atan
expenditure of Rs 12,000 crore.
Beneficiary households will con-
tinue to receive subsidy of Rs 300
per 14.2-kg cooking gas cylinder
for up to nine refills per year.

The distribution of the
Rs 30,000-crore compensation
among the three OMCs will be
done by the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, and they will be
paid in 12 tranches, the govern-
ment said in a release.

The compensation to give re-
lief to the OMCs — Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation (BPCL),
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation (HPCL) — was in the
works for a few months. It was ex-
pected to be from the additional
mop-up from the hike in excise
duty on petrol and diesel that took
effectin April.

In July, The Indian Express had
reported that the proposal was ex-

— BRIEFLY —

WTO: Global
trade to grow by
0.9% this year

New Delhi: The global mer-
chandise trade is expected to
grow 0.9 per cent this year
due to frontloading of im-
portsin the US due to sweep-
ing tariffs announced by US
President Donald Trump, ac-
cording to the WTO forecast.
It said higher tariffs will weigh
ontrade and it will bring next
year's expected trade volume
growth down to 1.8 percent
from 2.5 percent projected
earlier. “World merchandise
trade is now projected to
grow 0.9 per centin 2025, up
from the -0.2 per cent con-
traction forecasted in April
but down from the 2.7 per
cent estimate pre-dating the
tariff increases,” it said.  PTI

Noimpactofrare
earthmagnet
supply curbs: Tata

New Delhi: Rare earth mag-
nets shortage issue has had
no impact on production of
Tata Motors and JLR’s electric
vehicles and is unlikely to af-
fectin the foreseeable future,
although there are a few chal-
lenges in the coming quarters,
Tata Motors Group CFO P B
Balaji said on Friday. PTI

TeslaIndialeases
8,200 sqgftin
Delhi’s Aerocity

New Delhi: Real estate data
analytics firm CRE Matrix,
which has reviewed the regis-
tration document of leasing
transactions, said that Tesla
India Motor & Energy Pvt Ltd
has taken on lease 8,200 sq ft
area at Worldmark 3 project
in Aerocity from Oak
Infrastructure PvtLtd.  PTI

International
Trade Dialogue
with Dubai held

Mumbai: The World Trade
Center Mumbai and the All
India Association of Indust-
ries, in collaboration with the
Dubai Multi Commodities
Centre, hosted the Interna-
tional Trade Dialogue with
Dubai to spotlight the Emira-
te’s business opportunities
and advantages. The event
was attended business lead-
ers, trade officials, and indus-
try stakeholders to explore
new growth avenues. ENS

The Centre said this step underlines its commitment to
protect consumers from volatility in global energy markets

while maintaining the OMCs’ financial health.

Express File

pected to be considered soon by
the Union Cabinet.

“The international prices of
LPG remained at high levels dur-
ing 2024-25 and continue to re-
main high. However, to insulate
consumers from fluctuations in
international LPG prices, the in-

crease in cost was not passed on
to consumers of domestic LPG
which led to significant losses for
the three OMCs. Despite the
losses, the Public Sector Oil
Marketing Companies have en-
sured continuous supplies of do-
mestic LPG in the country at af-

CAUTIONS ON GLOBAL UNCERTAINTIES

HDFC Bank Chairman asks
private sector to do heavy lifting

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST 8

HDFC BANK Chairman Atanu
Chakraborty on Friday said it's
time for the private sector “to do
the heavy lifting” by innovating
products, cutting costs and im-
proving delivery, instead of wait-
ing for demand torise.
Addressing the annual general
meeting of the bank, Chakraborty
alsowarned that there’saneed to
monitor the global developments
closely, particularly for their po-
tential impact on funding condi-
tions, market stability and global
economic outlook amid uncer-
tainties on trade and geopolitics.
“Imposition of unilateral tar-
iffsby a certain country is disturb-
ing the global trade regime,” he
said. “Major economies showed
signs of slowing down, with global
GDP growth at 3.3 per cent for
year 2024. The geopolitical ten-
sionsin several parts of the world
continue to affect global supply

chains and commodity prices,”
Chakraborty said.

The projected global growth
by the IMF of 3.0 per cent for the
year 2025, does not look robust,
with the uncertainties on trade
and geopolitics, he said.

He said the drivers for the
growth would be low inflation
and in the medium term impact
of government spend on infra-
structure and a large unmet de-
mand for housing, particularly for
affordable housing. “Multiple do-
mestic tailwinds are expected to
support growth,” he said.

The RBI has projected growth
tobe 6.5 per cent for FY26.

On demand conditions, he
said, “we also witnessed soften-
ing of urban demand. Fixed in-
vestments stayed modest. Foreign
capital inflows also weakened in
the latter half of the year; reflecting
global uncertainty.”

“Evenso,domestic growth has
found meaningful supportinrural
demand that is backed by
favourable monsoon conditions

DESPITE THE PAUSE IN REPO RATE CUTS

RBI offers some discernible signals in
longer-term growth, inflation guidance

SIDDHARTHUPASANI
&ANILSASI
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

INITSrate pause, the RBl seems to
have spelt out multiple messages.
While the repo rate remains un-
changed at 5.5 per cent after the
unanimous decision by all mem-
bers of the Monetary Policy
Committee to hold while retain-
ing the stance at neutral, the two
important leading indicators of-
fered by the central bankare inits
growth and inflation projections,
that too at the far end of its guid-
ance spectrum.

The RBI lowered the retail in-
flation forecast from 3.7 per cent
onaverage for this fiscal to 3.1 per
centalong broadly expected lines.
However, there is now a new
number for the first quarter of the
next financial year — Q1 2026-27
— at 4.9 per cent. This is sharply
trending upwards.

On GDP growth, while the RBI
has retained the forecast for the
current fiscal at 6.5 per cent, the
more important number could be
the 6.6 per cent projection for the
first quarter of the next fiscal.
Putting these two forecasts to-
gether, the underlying subtext can
be interpreted as economic
growth perhaps not needing any

The RBI seems to be signalli-
ng that for the better part of
the next 12-15 months, it is
unlikely to hike rates. File

further help from the monetary
policy side whenitis anyway pro-
jected to go up. Inflation trending
upwards going forward could
mean more caution for the cen-
tral bank, given the RBI's primary
focus on price stability.

Front-loaded cuts must
run their course

The more pertinent message
could be that on the monetary
side, what could be done has
largely been executed. The 100 ba-
sis points (bps) cut in benchmark
lending rates since the RBI started
this rate cutting cycle now leaves
room for perhaps one more cut of
25 bps, possibly in October. This,
too, seems optimistic at this point.

fordable prices,” the official re-
lease said. It added that this step
also underlines the govern-
ment’s commitment to protect
consumers from volatility in
global energy markets while
maintaining the financial health
of the OMCs.

Itis estimated that the three
OMCGs incurred a cumulative loss
of over Rs 41,000 crore on lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG, or cook-
ing gas)salesin2024-25 (FY25)as
they have been selling the house-
hold cooking fuel way below in-
ternational prices. In April,
Petroleum Secretary Pankaj Jain
had said that he was hopeful that
the OMCs will be compensated
for their accumulated losses on
LPG sales over ayear or so through
anappropriate mechanismby the
government. Sources indicated
that the Petroleum Ministry had
sought support from the Finance
Ministry to cover these losses.
Support was also sought before
the Budget for FY26, but no relief
was provided at the time.

Annual petrol and diesel
sales in the country stand at
around 16,000 crore litres, which
means that the Rs 2-per-litre in-
crease in excise duty announced
in April should lead to an addi-
tional revenue of around Rs
32,000 crore for the government
on an annualised basis. The
Petroleum Ministry and the
OMCs expected this incremen-
tal revenue to flow back into the

and a strong harvest. Exports grew
by 6.3 per cent, led by services,
with global capability centres con-
tinuing to expand,” he said.
Construction and services re-
mained robust, expanding above
9 and 7 per cent respectively.
Manufacturing, however, showed
a slowdown, Chakraborty said.

“India being a part of diversi-
fied global value chains, robust
public digital infrastructure and
consequent formalisation of the
economy, provides a strong foun-
dation for credit growth, in spite
of external risks,” he said.

The bank has a customer base
of over 9.7 crore, and it serves
them through 9,455 branches,
15,399 business correspondents
and multiple digital channels.
“Over half of our branches are in
the semi-urbanand rural areas, fa-
cilitating wide coverage and ac-
cessibility to essential financial
services,” he said.“Almost 90 per
cent of our branches are now ac-
tively offering home loans to cus-
tomers,” he said.

Credit growth, meanwhile, is still
muted, despite the rate cuts. RBI
views the 100 bps of rate cuts so
farin 2025 as ‘frontloaded’ in na-
ture, since it has happened over a
short span of four months, and
transmission is still happening.
Since the external situation is
still evolving and monetary policy
transmission is underway, the RBI
has maintained that theimpact of
trade uncertainties are difficult to
predict going forward and it might
be pertinent to look at incoming
trend and data before taking a call.
Also, on growth, since the RBl has
already reduced its projection for
this fiscal from its initial forecast
of 6.7 per cent to 6.5 per cent,
some of the uncertainties have al-
ready been factored in. More un-
certainties are now looming and,
from the central bank’s perspec-
tive, it might be better to wait for
clarity before factoring that in.

Focus on fiscal policy

The onus of the heavy lifting
needs to shift back to the fiscal pol-
icy side, especially in countering
the external threats emanating
from US President Donald
Trump’s belligerent tariff threats.
Onits part, the RBIwill also be an-
nouncing the new monetary pol-
icy framework shortly, with the
current flexible inflation targets
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OMCs as government support to
cover losses on LPG sales.
Notably, in October 2022, the
government had approved a
one-time grant of Rs 22,000
crore for OMCs to partially cover
their accumulated losses of
around Rs 28,000 crore at the
time from selling LPG ataloss in
consumer interest.

According to the Petroleum
Ministry’s estimates, the average
Saudi CP — the international
benchmark for LPG pricing —
had shot up to to $629 per tonne
in February 2025 from $385 in
July 2023. This should have ide-
ally translated into cooking gas
being retailed at Rs 1,028.50 per
14.2-kg cylinder in Delhi. But at
the time, it was being sold at Rs
803. As India depends on im-
ports to meet a bulk of its LPG
demand, cooking gas prices are
linked to international LPG price
benchmarks. In April, along with
hike in excise duty on petrol and
diesel, LPG prices were hiked by
Rs 50 per cylinder, to provide
some relief to the OMCs on cook-
ing gas sales.

“This compensation will allow
the OMCs to continue meeting
their critical requirements suchas
crude and LPG procurement, serv-
icing of debt, and sustaining their
capital expenditure, thereby en-
suring uninterrupted supply of
LPG cylinders to households
across the country,” the govern-
ment said.

SBI QI profit
jumps 12.48% to
Rs 19,160 crore

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, AUGUST 8

THE STATE Bank of India (SBI) on
Friday reported a 12.48 per cent
growth in its net profit at
Rs 19,160 crore during the quar-
ter ended June 2025, compared
toRs 17.035 crore in the year-ago
period. Despite the uncertain
global macroeconomic environ-
ment driven by tariff policies and
geopolitical tensions, SBI has
maintained its earlier loan
growth target of 12 per cent for
the current financial year, the
bank’s Chairman C S Setty said.
“There has been a good con-
tainment of operating expenses.
Besides, on a year-on-year basis,
our treasury gains have also
added to profit,” Setty said.
While the bank was able to
maintain its core net interest in-
come, it did not see a major fall
in its NII, despite almost 30 per
cent of the book being repriced
immediately on the external
benchmark linked lending rate
front, he said. FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

up for review and valid till March
2026.

Also, while a 25 bps cut has
been factored infor later this year,
what the RBI seems to be sig-
nallingis that for the better part of
the next 12-15 months or so, it is
unlikely to hike rates. Buton more
potent measures to push growth,
itis perhaps up to the government
to do something. Also, it is fiscal
policy that is seen to be better at
calibrating and responding to the
uncertainties stemming from the
external front. Already, some sort
of scheme to help exporters is
likely on the cards, but there needs
tobe more of that kind of targeted
support, if there is enough fiscal
firepower left for the year.

The other consideration
would be to safeguard household
savings, which have been coming
down. Alongside loan growth, the
central bank has toalsolook at the
interest of depositors, and given
that monetary policy transmis-
sion happens with a lag, the im-
pact of a rate cut on depositors
needs to be calibrated alongside
the potential impact on loan
growth. Financial savings would
come down if the central bank
keeps on cutting rates. That could
have its own consequences.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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India’s EV push: As cars
fall behind, Centre bets

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 8

OVERTHE pastyear, India’s elec-
tric vehicle (EV) policy has un-
dergone a quiet but significant
pivot: electric cars are no longer
centre-stage, while e-trucks
have emerged as the new prior-
ity. The first major signal came in
September 2024, when the PM
E-DRIVE scheme was rolled out
without any incentives for elec-
tric four-wheelers — unlike the
preceding FAME subsidy. Earlier
this week, the NITI Aayog rein-
forced this stance, arguing that
measuring progress in e-mobil-
ity through cars is “not... the
right metric” for India.

Instead, the government is
now turning its attention to elec-
trifying trucks, which make up
just 3 per cent of India’s vehicle
fleet but contribute a third of all
transport-related carbon emis-
sions and over half of particulate
pollution. A new Rs 500-crore
subsidy aims to support 5,600 e-
trucks on Indian roads.

EVs remain a hard sell

Electric cars simply aren’t
selling fast enough in India to
move the needle — largely due
to their relatively high cost and
persistent range anxiety. India’s
progress in electrifying four-
wheelers “has been weak com-
pared to the global scenario,” the
NITI Aayog report said.

In 2024, the share of electric
cars in total four-wheeler sales
—or EV penetration — remained
low at just 2 per cent, according
to New York-headquartered
think tank Rhodium Group. In
contrast, the EV penetration rate
in the four-wheeler segment
stood at 47 per cent in China, 23
per cent in Europe, 10 per centin
the US, and a striking 17 per cent
in Vietnam — up from just 3 per
cent in 2022. The sluggish pace
in India comes despite several
tailwinds — the FAME scheme
subsidised at a cost of Rs 537
crore over 22,600 electric car
purchases between 2019 and
2024, several states offered road
tax and registration waivers, bat-
tery costs fell sharply, and a do-
mestic EV supply chain took
shape under the PLI scheme for
auto components.

The volumes case

against electric cars

There’s another reason —
“While 75 per cent of Indian ve-
hicles are two-wheelers, only 13
per cent of these vehicles are
cars... Hence, measuring
progress in the transition to elec-
tric mobility by only looking at
cars, as done in developed coun-
tries, would not be the right met-

.-F

In 2024, the share of electric cars in India’s total four-
wheeler sales remained low at just 2 per cent, according to
New York-headquartered think tank Rhodium Group.  File

Lessons from
China’s push
@ fore-trucks

EXPLAINED

CHINAIS already show-
ing what electrification
of trucking can do to oil
consumption — with
around 9 per cent of
heavy-duty trucks now
electric, itis displacing
over 1 million barrels per
day in implied oil de-
mand, according to the
Rhodium Group.

ric in a country dominated by
two-wheelers,” the NITI Aayog
report said. In the two-wheeler
segment, the EV penetration rate
was 6 per cent in 2024-25, ac-
cording to JMK Research.
Inaddition to cars making up
a smaller share of vehicles over-
all, large cars costing over Rs 10
lakh account for just 2 per cent
of India’s vehicle fleet. When
identifying which segments
most warrant policy interven-
tions to boost supporting infra-
structure, the report noted,
“Personal cars would come
lower down in the priority pri-
marily because they compose a
relatively small share of the vehi-
cle fleet in the country and daily
usage is also relatively low.”
That said, the government
did launch the Scheme to
Promote Manufacturing of
Electric Passenger Cars in India
in March 2024 — which many
had seen as aimed at attracting
Tesla — with guidelines released
in June this year. The scheme al-
lows global automakers to im-
port EVs atlower customs duties
— provided they invest at least
Rs 4,150 crore to set up domes-
tic manufacturing. However,
Teslais “not interested in manu-
facturing inIndia,” Union Heavy
Industries Minister H D
Kumaraswamy had said in June.

Incentives move from
cars to trucks

As far as reducing emissions,
particulate pollution, and de-
pendence on energy imports is
concerned, electrification of
trucks will go a long way. “The
longer haul trucks are animpor-
tant component of the road
transport system as they emit
over 34 per cent of the CO2 from
the transport sector, despite con-
stituting only 3 per cent of the to-
tal vehicle fleet. A significant
dent in the reduction of GHG
from road transport will not be
possible without transitioning
long haul trucks to electric,” the
NITI Aayog report said.

Electric penetration in the
truck segment remains negligi-
ble —just 0.7 per centin 2024. Of
the 8.34 lakh trucks sold that
year, only 6,220 were electric,
and just 280 had a capacity
above 3.5 tonnes — the kind typ-
ically used for long hauls, accord-
ing to the report.

In]July, the Ministry of Heavy
Industries launched an incentive
scheme for e-trucks under PM-
DRIVE, aiming to support 5,600
vehicles with a capacity of over
3.5 tonnes. The maximum in-
centive is set at Rs 9.6 lakh per
vehicle, which is key as e-trucks
have very high capital costs. The
scheme makes a special provi-
sion for 1,100 e-trucks registered
in Delhi to address “the capital’s
serious air quality challenges”.

Earlier, in May, the Office of
the Principal Scientific Adviser
identified 10 routes to develop
for zero-emission trucking (ZET)
based on high traffic volume, ac-
tive industrial growth, adequate
ancillary services, and grid infra-
structure. These include
Chandigarh-Delhi-Jaipur, Dhan-
bad -Kolkata-Haldia, Bengaluru-
Chennai-Villupuram, and
Salem-Coimbatore-Kochi.

China is already showing
what electrification of trucking
can do to oil consumption —
with around 9 per cent of heavy-
duty trucks now electric, it is dis-
placing over 1 million barrels per
day in implied oil demand, ac-
cording to the Rhodium Group.

A 240-year-old Swiss watchmaker’s
race to beat Trump’s tariff deadline

REUTERS
LONDON/ GENEVA, AUGUST 8

AS A US tariff deadline neared
this week, Swiss watch manu-
facturer DuBois et fils rushed to
ship five high-end watches
worth thousands of dollars each
to the United States. By
Wednesday the firm had
blocked orders on its U.S. web-
site. Now CEO Thomas
Steinemann is calculating the
price hikes he’ll need to make.

The whipsaw week for the
Swiss horologist, as US President
Donald Trump slapped a sur-
prise 39 per cent trade tariff on
imports from the European
country, underscores how busi-
nesses big and small are being
forced to adapt and rejig opera-
tions under pressure.

DuBois et fils, founded in
1785, accelerated shipments on
Monday from its factory in
Muttenz, near Basel, to get
through customs before the US
tariff on imports from
Switzerland came into force.

The 39 per cent rate — up
from the baseline tariff rate of 10
per cent since April — took effect
on Thursday after the Swiss
president came back from an
emergency trip to Washington
without a deal.

“For the watch industry it’sa
huge disaster,” said Steinemann,
who explained that he’d blocked
US orders because prices would
need to be recalculated to ac-

America accounts for
around 15 per cent of the
global sales of Swiss
watchmaker DuBois. Linkedin

count for tariffs. The firm would
not soak up the hit, he said.

“The US was a big driver in
the last two years. Now this kills
alot of the business.”

His US prices were going to
rise, he added. The DuBois
DBF008 watch, for example,
would likely go up to $14,500,
from $10,800. America accounts
for around 15 per cent of the
global sales of DuBois, which
sells directly to US consumers.

The wider Swiss watch in-
dustry is feeling the pinch, plan-
ning price hikes, pausing US or-
ders, and looking for alternative
markets for its expensive, hand-
made timepieces. The country is
home to brands such as Rolex,
Patek Philippe, LVMH-owned
Tag Heuer, Swatch-owned

Omega and IWC Schaffhausen,
owned by Richemont.

The US accounted for 17 per
cent of Switzerland’s total 26 bil-
lion Swiss francs ($32 billion) of
watch exports last year, accord-
ing to the Federation of the Swiss
Watch Industry. Exports to the
US surged in April as watchmak-
ers frontloaded shipments
ahead of a first tariff deadline.

Aloss for America

Combined with a weaker
dollar against the Swiss franc, the
tariff hike will make Swiss
watches some 65 per cent more
expensive on average for US con-
sumers, estimated Amarildo
Pilo, owner of Pilo & Co watch-
makers.

He said that many brands
had already shipped some prod-
uct to the US in advance, but
warned this was not along-term
solution.

The United States had been a
market that everyone was focus-
ing on recently and wanted to
develop, he added.

“My personal opinion is that
what's going to happen is that
Americans will no longer buy
watches in the United States,"
said Pilo, who is also founder of
the Swiss Independent
Watchmakers Pavilion, which
represents 28 independent
brands.

“But those who want them
and who like watches will buy
them elsewhere. So honestly, it’s
aloss for the US.”



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, AUGUST 9,2025

16 THE WORLD

OVER ALLEGATIONS OF TRAFFICKING, LINKS TO CRIMINAL GROUPS
TRUMP DOUBLES REWARD FOR MADURO ARREST

The United States has doubled its reward for information leading to the arrest of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro to $50 million over allegations of drug trafficking and links to criminal
groups, U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi announced on Thursday. Venezuelan Foreign Minister
REUTERS

Yvan Gil said that the announcement was “the most ridiculous smokescreen ever seen.”

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

Vice President] D Vance
at Chevening House in
Kenton Friday. Reuters

UNITED KINGDOM
Vance kicks off
UK visit amid
high tensions

London: U.S. Vice
President JD Vance kicks
off a trip in the United
Kingdom with a meeting
with British Foreign
Secretary David Lammy on
Friday that will bring re-
newed scrutiny of Vance’s
sharp criticism of Britain
and its governing Labour
Party. Vance, his wife, Usha,
and their three young chil-
dren are expected to land
in London at the start of a
trip that includes staying
with Lammy at Chevening,
the country residence used
by the foreign minister.
They will later stay in the
Cotswolds, a picturesque
area of English countryside
and a popular retreat for
wealthy and influential fig-
ures, from footballers and
film stars to media and po-
litical figures. REUTERS

RWANDA
Manaccusedin
genocide brought
back fromNorway

Kigali: A Rwandan man,
whowas arrested in Norway
for crimes he allegedly com-
mitted during the East
African nation's 1994 geno-
cide, has been repatriated,a
spokesperson for Rwanda's
prosecutor’s office said on
Friday. Frangois Gasana,who
was a student during the
genocide in which more
than 1 million Tutsis and
moderate Hutus were sys-
tematically massacred by
Hutu extremists, was ar-
rested in Norway in 2022.
Norwegian police an-
nounced in March that he
would be sent back to
Rwanda after a court said
conditions for his extradition
hadbeenmet. REUTERS

PHILIPPINES

China: Manila
‘playing with fire’
on Taiwanissue

Beijing: China accused the
Philippines on Friday of
"playing with fire" after
President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr said the nation would be
drawn into any conflict be-
tween China and the US
over Taiwan. It was re-
sponding to remarks by
Marcos during a state visit
toIndia that the Philippines’
closeness to Taiwan would
make involvement neces-
sary in such a conflict. “We
urge the Philippines to
earnestly adhere to the one-
China principle....and refrain
from playing with fire onis-
sues concerning China's
coreinterests.” REUTERS

MOVE FACES BACKLASH IN ISRAEL; HAMAS SAYS ‘COUP’ AGAINST TALKS

Germany to halt F“/ﬁ' ol = Civilians
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proved a plan to take control of
Gaza City,amove expanding mil-
itary operations in the shattered
Palestinian territory that drew
strong fresh criticismat home and
abroad on Friday over its pursuit
of the almost two-year-old war.

Germany, a key European
ally,announced it would halt ex-
ports of military equipment to
Israel that could be used in Gaza,
a decision Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu called dis-
appointing. Britain and other
European allies urged Israel to
reconsider its decision to esca-
late the Gaza military campaign.

However, US Ambassador to
Israel, Mike Huckabee, said some
countries appeared to be putting
pressure on Israel rather thanon
the militant group Hamas.

In Israel, families of hostages
held by militants in Gaza, and op-
position leaders blasted
Netanyahu for adecision thatthey

Malaysia to
seek clarity on
Myanmar polls

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian Foreign
Minister Mohamad Hasan will
seek details from Myanmar's mil-
itary leadership about a planned
election when he leads a four-na-
tion delegation to the war-torn
country next month, Malaysian
state media reported on Friday.

Myanmar has been in chaos
since a 2021 military coup
against an elected civilian gov-
ernment plunged the country
into civil war. Last week, the junta
lifted a nationwide state of emer-
gency and nominally transferred
power to a civilian-led govern-
ment ahead of the election, al-
though the junta chief remained
in charge of the country in his
other role as acting president.

“I want to obtain a clearer
picture (of the elections) to bring
to the attention of ASEAN lead-
ers in October,” Mohamad said,
referring to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations group-
ing, Malaysian state news agency
Bernamareported. REUTERS

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a house in Gaza City on Friday. Reuters

Netanyahu’s security cabinet clears
proposal to take control of Gaza City

Palestinians now live in
Gaza City. For them, the
possibility of an esca-
lated operation has
raised fears of more
killings and a worsening
of already-wretched liv-
ing conditions. Major
ground operations there
could also displace tens
of thousands of people,
further disrupting efforts
to deliver food to the
starving people.

said would put hostages' lives at
risk. Far-right allies in the prime
minister's coalition have been
pushing for a total takeover of
Gaza as part of his vow to eradi-
cate Hamas militants, though the
military has warned this could en-
danger the lives of remaining
hostages held by militants.
Opposition leader Yair Lapid

called the decision to send Israeli
forces into Gaza City a disaster,
saying it defied the advice of mil-
itary and security officials.
Netanyahu told Fox News in
an interview on Thursday that
the military intended to take
control of all of Gaza. He said
Israel did not want to keep the
Gaza Strip, but to establish a “se-

curity perimeter” and to hand
over the territory to Arab forces.
Israel’s cabinet is expected to
endorse the Gaza City plan.
Netanyahu spoke with
German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz on Friday to express disap-
pointment over Berlin's suspen-
sion of weapons exports to Israel.
He told the chancellor that

UTE TO A COLLEAGUE

Israel's goal was to “free Gaza
from Hamas” so a peaceful gov-
ernment could be established
there, and that Israel does notin-
tend to take it over, it said.
European = Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
was among foreign leaders urg-
ing Israel to reconsider its deci-
sion to advance into Gaza City.

Journalists kneel during the funeral of Victoria Roshchyna, 27, a Ukrainian journalist who died in Russian captivity, in the
Independence square in central Kyiv on Friday. Roshchyna’s colleagues called for international pressure to secure the release of
other reporters held by Moscow. Her first-hand reporting provided a rare glimpse into life during the early months of Russia’s
invasion. Roshchyna went missing in August 2023 from Russia-held eastern Ukraine. She died after a year in detention. AP

Pakistan suspends mobile = Azerbaijan, Armenia leaders to sign
data service in Balochistan peace deal at White House meeting

REUTERS
QUETTA,AUGUST 8

PAKISTAN HAS suspended cell
phone data services for three
weeks in the restive southwest-
ern province of Balochistan in a
bid to block communications
among separatist insurgents be-
hind a surge in recent attacks, an
official and the government said.

Separatist militants demand-
ing a bigger share of profits from
the resources of the mineral-rich
province have stepped up attacks
inrecent months, particularly on
Pakistan's military, which has
launched an intelligence-based

offensive against them.

In an order on Wednesday
seen by Reuters, the government
said the services would be sus-
pended until the end of the month
because of the law and order situ-
ationin the province, home tokey
Chinese Belt and Road projects.

“The service has been sus-
pended because they (militants)
use it for coordination and shar-
ing information” Shahid Rind, a
spokesperson for the provincial
government, said on Friday.

Officials said there are 8.5
million cell phone subscribersin
Balochistan, Pakistan's largest
province by size, which borders
Afghanistan and Iran.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 8

AZERBAIJAN AND Armenia will
sign an initial US-brokered peace
agreement during a meeting
with US President Donald
Trump on Friday, a deal aimed at
boosting economic ties between
the two countries after decades
of conflict, the White House said.

White House spokes-
woman Anna Kelly told re-
porters that Trump would sign
separate deals with both
Armenia and Azerbaijan on en-
ergy, technology, economic co-
operation, border security, in-

Azerbaijan President [lham
Aliyev and (left) Armenian
PM Nikol Pashinyan in
Kazan, Russia last year. File

frastructure and trade.

Trump will meet separately
with Azerbaijani President [lham
Aliyev and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan at the

White House, beginning at 1830
GMT, with a trilateral meeting
set for 2015 GMT.

The agreement includes ex-
clusive US development rights to
a strategic transit corridor
through the South Caucasus,
dubbed the “Trump Route for
International Peace and
Prosperity.” U.S. officials said the
agreement was hammered out
during repeated visits to the re-
gion and would provide a basis
for working toward a full nor-
malization between the coun-
tries. Neither the joint declara-
tion due to be signed nor the
separate bilateral agreements
with the US were released.

- .

US President Donald Trump in the East Room of the White

House on Thursday. AP

Trump says will
meet Putin even
if he does not

meet Zelenskyy

ASSOCIATED PRESS
AUGUST 8

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said Thursday that he would
meet with Vladimir Putin even
if the Russian leader will not
meet with Ukrainian counter-
part Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in
comments that suggested
Wiashington and Moscow could
soon hold a summit.

Trump’s comments followed
a statement from Putin earlierin
the day that he hoped to meet
with Trump next week, possibly
in the United Arab Emirates. But
the White House was still work-
ing through the details of any po-
tential meetings, press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said.

When asked by a reporter if
Putin would need to meet with
Zelenskyy in order to secure a
meeting with the U.S., Trump
said: “No, he doesn’t. No.”

A White House official told
The Associated Press earlier
Thursday that a U.S.-Russian
summit would not happen if
Putin did not agree to meet with
Zelenskyy, but the official later
said it only made the summit
less likely.

The official was not author-
ized to speak publicly and had
spoken on condition of
anonymity.

A meeting with Trump
would be a coup for Putin, who
has spurned previous offers of a
face-to-face meeting with
Zelenskyy and has beenisolated
globally since the invasion.

He has long suggested a
meeting with Trump to discuss
ending the fighting. Trump too
has repeatedly boasted that he
and Putin could make a deal to
end the war.

Any direct talks between
them about the conflict would
also renew questions about the
risk of excluding Ukraine from
peace efforts.

Putin’s announcement came
on the eve of a White House
deadline for Moscow to show
progress toward ending the 3-
year-old war in Ukraine or suffer
additional economic sanctions.

When asked Thursday at the
White House whether his dead-
line for Friday would hold,
Trump said of Putin: “It’s going
to be up to him. We’re going to
see what he has to say. It’s going
to be up to him. Very disap-
pointed.”

US President orders
larger federal presence
in Washington DC,
signals full takeover

WILL WEISSERT
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 8

THE WHITE House said Thursday
night that there will be increased
presence of federal law enforce-
ment in the nation’s capital to
combat crime for atleast the next
week, amid President Donald
Trump ‘s suggestions that his ad-
ministration could fully take over
running the city.

“Washington, DC is an amaz-
ing city, but it has been plagued by
violent crime for far too long,”
White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said in a state-
ment. “President Trump has di-
rected an increased presence of
federal law enforcement to pro-
tectinnocent citizens.” She added
the increased federal presence
means “there will be no safe har-
bor for violent criminals in D.C.”

Trump has repeatedly sug-
gested that the rule of

Washington could be returned to
federal authorities. Doing so
would require a repeal of the
Home Rule Act of 1973 in
Congress, a step Trump said
lawyers are examining, “We have
a capital that’s very unsafe,”
Trump told reporters this week.
“We havetorunD.C”

The White House said the in-
creased law enforcement would
“make D.C. safe again” and
would be present on the streets
starting at midnight —led by U.S.
Park Police following an 11 p.m.
Thursday roll call at an estab-
lished command center.

The push will last the next
seven days with the option to ex-
tend “as needed,” under the au-
thority of Trump’s previous ex-
ecutive order establishing the
Making DC Safe and Beautiful
Task Force. The added federal of-
ficials will be identified, in
marked units and highly visible,
the White House said. AP

8-10% AMERICANS TAKING GLP-1 WEIGHTLOSS DRUGS, ADDING A NEW MARKET SEGMENT THAT WANTS SMALLER PORTIONS ACTIVELY

As Ozempic shrinks appetites, NYC restaurants plate mini meals to reduce wastage

ALYSON KRUEGER
NEW YORK, AUGUST 8

AFTER WORK or on weekends,
groups of friends gather at long,
wooden tables at the four New
York City locations of Clinton
Hall to watch sports on giant
screens, eat smash burgers and
wash them down with any one
of 20 rotating draft beers.

In all the commotion, it can
be hard to notice that a quarter
of those diners are eating and
drinking miniature versions of
those very items. April, Clinton
Hall introduced its “teeny-
weeny mini meal.” For $8, diners

get a bite-size burger and fries
paired with a miniature beer,
margarita or wine. With a two-
ounce patty, 1.5 ounces of fries
and a five-ounce drink, it'sakid’s
meal for the 21-and-older set.

Aristotle Hatzigeorgiou, the
ownetr, introduced the special af-
ter seeing how many people in
his own life were taking GLP-1s,
a class of drug used for weight
loss because they suppress ap-
petites. “ am always with some-
one who is taking Ozempic,
Mounjaro, one of those things,”
he said. “They have one or two
bites of food and a couple of sips
of drinks, and they’re done.”

He disliked the food waste

created, and he was concerned
diners would tire of paying for
items they mostly discarded. “I
was worried that as people’s
belts were getting tighter, their
wallets were also getting
tighter,” he said.

Some restaurants, from fast-
food chains to fine-dining estab-
lishment, are trying to appease
fluctuating appetites by offering
dishes and deals designed to lure
GLP-1 users.

Eight to 10 percent of
Americans are now taking GLP-
1s,and 30 to 35 percent have ex-
pressed interest in taking them,
according to an October 2024 re-
port published by the consulting

An aperitivo hour box full of snack-size items. NYT

epaper.indianexpress:com .. .

firm PricewaterhouseCoopers.In
April, a Bloomberg Intelligence
survey found that over 50 percent
of users dined out less frequently
since starting the medications.

“It used to only be the ladies
who ate like birds,” said Dana
Gunders, president of ReFED, a
body that works to address food
waste. “Now you have a whole
new market segment that wants
smaller portions actively.”

Gary Wallach, a managing
partner of Renwick Hospitality
Group in New York City, believes
it has become as common for
diners to look for GLP-1-friendly
menus. “People ask themselves,
‘Is there something for me to get

here?”” he said.

He added bite-size options to
all of his group’srestaurantsasa
result. At Lulla, an Italian restau-
rant in Chelsea, there is an aper-
itivo hour box that provides up
to four people with nine snack-
size items for $28.

People on GLP-1s will not go
out to eat unless a menu works
for them, he said, because it
would be a waste of money oth-
erwise. Drugs like Ozempic and
Wegovy have also reduced peo-
ple’s cravings for alcohol, lead-
ing some restaurants to provide
mini cocktails like the snaquiri,
a diminutive daiquiri.

Some restaurant owners

don’t feel the need to change.
“While the use of GLP-1s might
be making an impactin the fast-
casual sector, full-service restau-
rants that offer a unique experi-
ence are notimpacted as much,”
said John Meadow, who owns
Scarpetta, an Italian restaurant
with locations around the world.
He has never personally seen
adiner ask for reduced portions
because he or she is on a GLP-1.
Other restaurants are more
discreet with their GLP-1-
friendly menus. Many want to
appeal to a host of diners who
want smaller portions, regard-
less of why — maybe they just
aren’t as hungry. NYT
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Weapon of Mass
Destruction

SHUBHRA GUPTA

IN 1974, Pakistan’s vaulting nuclear am-
bitions were spiked single-handedly by
an Indian spy. And now, in 2025, the
chatter around nukes is back again. Will
Pakistan succeed this time around? How
will India deal with the new threat?
That’s the thrust of Faruk Kabir's five-
part series, Salakaar, reportedly based
on real-life agent Ajit Doval’s canny
moves back in the '70s, which find a
fresh airing.

This is yet another show built on
showing the Pakistani establishment,
including its then president, as violent
clowns, and the Indians as whip-smart.
Butit’s hard to take this iteration (writ-
ing credits are shared amongst Kabir,
Spandan Mishra, Srinivas Abrol and
Swati Tripathi) seriously: in a scene
which is meant to drip menace, has the
supreme leader Zia Ullah (clearly based
on Zia Ul-Haq, played by Mukesh Rishi)
turn up himself at the Indian embassy
with a dinner invitation for undercover
agent-cum-attache Adhir Dayal
(Naveen Kasturia).

Said spy swans into Zia’s mansion,
where said leader is busy torturing a
suspect, even as
Project Kahuta,
where the
weapons  of
mass destruc-
tion are being
built, is under-

SALAKAAR %

Director: Faruk Kabir

Cast: Naveen
Kasturia, Mouni
Roy, Mukesh Rishi,

Surya Sharma, way. You don't
Eﬁéﬁggﬁarya know what is
Ashwath Bhatt mnore  cringe-

worthy: the car-
toonish way in
which the entire edifice collapses, or in
the way, in the present day, Zia’s grand-
son, the cruel Colonel Ashfaq (Surya
Sharma) is back in the saddle, using a
cricket bat to bash heads in.

Actually, you could be spoilt for
choice, because this whole thing is a
cringe-fest. We are presented with the
comely Indian agent Mariam (Mouni
Roy), now working under an older Adhir
(Purnendu Bhattacharya), being ferried
to a secret hide-out where the new
plant is under construction. She has a
way of transmitting information back
to New Delhi which involves a pair of
glasses. Don’t ask. Meanwhile, in a
flashback, we see the spry Adhir, trying
to get into the graces of the Pakistani es-
tablishment with one of the oldest
tricks in the book, a kidnap gone wrong.
Told you, don’t ask.

You may remember Rishi from
the 1999 Sarfarosh, in which John
Mathew Mathan and his star Aamir
Khan resurrected the spy saga: the for-
mer shone in his brief role as a patriotic
Muslim. Here, you can see the flash of
that actor through the exaggerated
scowls: the only other actor who rises
above this series is Naveen Kasturia.
Both deserve better.

SHUBHRAGUPTA

OFTEN, A woman who finds the courage,
and the words, to talkabout an assault that’s
happened to her, is asked why she is doing
it‘solate’. It’s easier to say ‘an’ assault, rather
than ‘my’ assault because dissociation kicks
in. Owning up to it becomes too much, and
the only way to survive is to begin distanc-
ing from ‘the event’. All too often, it goes un-
addressed, lying like an unhealed wound,
pushing itself to the fore when the survivor
least expectsiit.

Debutant director Eva Victor's Sorry, Baby
in which Victor plays Agnes, a professor in a
small New England town, does have a ‘bad
thing’ happen to her. Her best friend Lydie
(Naomi Ackie), who is visiting her when the
film opens, was her grad school roommate
when it happened. In the film’s most chilling
sequences, we are rendered spectators to the
‘bad thing’, at a remove. We see the tall, gan-
gling, fresh-faced Agnes go into her thesis
guide’s home at dusk: the lights go, hours
elapse,and we wait, at a distance, as the cam-
era stays unmoving and unflinching, for Agnes
to come stumbling out, sit on the steps, wear
her boots, and get into the car and drive back
home, possibly the longest, and the most dif-
ficult, drive of her life.

We are shown none of what actually
happens, but not one of us are in any doubt
about what is taking place in that house,
where Agnes was welcomed in by Preston
Decker ( Louis Cancelmi), who has success-
fully established the kind of accomplished,
older-man sexiness that is meant to in-
stantly disarm, and charm, a younger per-
son: what do you do if your prof calls a part
of your thesis, duly underlined in a yellow
marker, ‘extraordinary’?

What is remarkable about Victor’s
Sundance breakout, a taut 104 minutes, is
the way it refuses to position Agnes as a clas-
sic victim, even though there’s enough rea-
son for it. The unfeeling way the (male) doc-
tor at the clinic Agnes and Lydie fetch up for
a physical examination, is a bit on the nose.

SHUBHRA GUPTA

THERE'S MUCH that’s similar between the
2003 Freaky Friday and the 2025 Freakier
Friday, starting with the central body-swap-
ping premise, and the return of two main
stars, Jamie Lee Curtis and Lindsay Lohan.
The films may be separated by more than
two decades, but the vibe is very much the
same: get the sentiments out, but keep it
broad and light, and make things right.

In the previous one, Dr Tess Coleman
(Curtis)and teenage daughter Anna (Lohan)
are at loggerheads by the former’s impend-
ing marriage, with the latter not thrilled at
the prospect of a stepdad. This time around,
it is the turn of former rocker-present
celebrity events manager Anna’s Gen Z
daughter Harper (Butters) to be unhappy at
the former falling hard for single hot dad Eric
(Manny Jacinto), who is in possession of a
daughter of his own, the very British Lily
(Sophia Hammons), said girl being satisfac-
torily snooty and stand-offish, and therefore
Harper’s enemy number one.

Confusion gets seriously confounded
when the swap this time is split four ways,
with the foursome becoming recipients of
each other’s bodies. And innermost secrets.
It took me a while to figure out who is whom,
and I will let you do the discovering for your-
self, but while all of this is going on, and fun
and games ensue, a couple of things do rise
to the surface.

Even all those years back, the fact thata
Chinese restaurant and fortune cookies and

So Close, Yet So Oft

SHUBHRA GUPTA

THERE’S SOMETHING so eerie about a lit-
tle girl calmly narrating the events of a
horrific night during which, exactly at
2.17 am, 17 children from the same class
got out of their beds, walked out into
the dark streets, and vanished, that you
don’t want Weapons to let
you off the hook. Not even
for amoment.
Writer-director Zach
Cregger, anointed the new
horror-meister with the
2022 Barbarian, returns with
a small-town-mystery-dis-
appearance which could feel

* %

Garner, Cary
Christopher,

WEAPONS

Director: Zach Cregger
Cast: Josh Brolin, Julia

Ehrenreich, Austin

like a trope — so very
Stephen Kingian in its the-
matic concerns — which
manages to stay fresh and
compelling, but only up until a point.

It’s the kind of suburban American
town where everyone seems to be con-
nected to each other. The morning after
teacher Justine Gandy (Julia Garner) walks
into her empty classroom, with the excep-

Wong, Amy

Abrams, Benedict

tion of a solo boy sitting in the last row, an-
gry parents gather to sling mud. How is it,
demands Archer Graff (Josh Brolin), father
of the missing Mathew, that the class
teacher is as equally at sea as the parents?
How can Ms Grady claim that she knows
nothing? What is she hiding?

We do get some answers, and in the
way the plot unfolds, with different char-
acters becoming the focal
points of their ‘chapters’, we
see Cregger’s skills in keep-
ing things tight, with jump
scares showing up just
where they should.

Justine herself is shown
to have flaws. She likes her
drink, and is to be seen spik-
ing her juice as she stakes out
the home of Alex (Cary
Christopher), the little boy
who has been left behind by
his mates. All she wants is to ask some
questions, she protests, when questioned
by policeman Paul (Alden Ehrenreich)
who has history with her. The latter too is
no noble cop, coming down harder than
he should have on vagrant-druggie

Alden

Madigan

SORRY, BABY * %%

Director: Eva Victor Cast: Eva Victor, Naomi Ackie, Louis Cancelmi, Kelly McCormack, Lucas Hedges, Hettienne Park, John Carroll Lynch

Light in the Shadows

As is the sequence in which the administra-
tors of the college throw up their hands at
their inability to do ‘anything more’ other
than give her a sympathetic ear because she
didn’t ‘complain’ in time.

But in the rest of it, we see how Victor
refuses to box in her character, showing
Agnes’s leaning into her assaulter’s circle of
charm — you can see a mutual attraction
spark at an admiring glance or text — as
something completely natural.

In the way Agnes’s stunned, near word-
less response is depicted, and understood,
by Lydie s terrific: it shows the closeness of
Agnes and Lydie, and their shared codes of
things that don’t need to be spelled out, even

P —

a Chinese woman was responsible for the
body-swap, felt stereotyped: you know,
these exotic slit-eyed Easterners and their
peculiar ways, who could even magic up an
earthquake, the last of which is the tipping
point in the new film too.

It must be noted that this sequel feels as
if director Nisha Ganatra, Canadian-
American-of-Indian-descent, wants to ad-

Anthony (Austin Abrams), who in turn
may have seen more than he should in the
basement of a darkened home he breaks
into, in search of loot he can sell for his
next fix.

Concerned school principal Andrew
(Benedict Wong)is steered towards asking
some questions of his own from the hol-
low-eyed Alex: did he hear any of class-
mates planning the dash-at-night? Could

some years later, when we come upon
them: Lydie now lives in New York, and is
pregnant; Agnes has stayed in the same
town, and has a teaching job at the same col-
lege where everything happened.
Post-assault, pain, loneliness and the
angst — the horror rising to the surface
every so often, as disturbing things do — be-

comes something to be lived with, even if

post #MeToo, there has often been as much
gain as loss for women coming forward
with their stories of assault. Here again, the
film is unafraid to show Agnes as someone
who has accepted that she will have to live
with all of it, and still remain her own per-
son: her awkward yet affecting reaching

Still Freaky, Still Fun

dress, and rectify, some of those elements in
the choice of the ensemble cast. The sooth-
sayer this time is an American woman
(Vanessa Bayer). The very smooth Jacinto
is a Phillipines-born Canadian. And
Canadian actor-of-Tamil-descent Maitreyi
Ramakishnan, who broke out with Never
Have I Ever; gets a sizeable supporting role,
which definitely raises the racial-ethnic-

Andrew speak to Alex’s parents? They are
unwell, declares a visiting aunt (Amy
Madigan), and she is taking care of Alex
till they are better. At this point things
could have gone anywhere, but a twist
takes Weapons into a oh-no-we’ve-seen-
this-before direction.

You could be left searching for
metaphors and meanings in this tale, es-
pecially when it comes to gunmen stalk-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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out to her neighbour (Lucas Hedges, very
good) is testament to her still having re-
tained a sense of humour — one of the fun-
niest scenes in the film involves a bath tub,
two naked humans, and a conversation
which feels bitingly real.

Bitingly real could, in fact, be the succinct
descriptor of Sorry, Baby, a film whose title’s
intent and impact is revealed right at the
end. What we are left with is equal parts
heart-in-mouth and bracing: dealing with
muted trauma is exhausting and never-end-
ing — a panic attack anywhere, anytime can
be the result — and how, sometimes, all one
needs is a stranger’s kindness and a good
sandwich, to make things better.

FREAKIER FRIDAY % %

Director: Nisha Ganatra

Cast: Jamie Lee Curtis, Lindsay Lohan, Julia
Butters, Sophia Hammons, Manny Jacinto,
Mark Harmon, Maitreyi Ramakishnan,
Vanessa Bayer, X Mayo, Santina Muha,
Chad Michael Murray

mix bar.

There are a few lines revolving around
look-ism, and age-ism which you might take
exception to, but the whole thing is kept so
good-natured, with a couple of moving mo-
ments thrown in for good measure about
how ‘family is everything’ (how very Karan
Johan and Bollywood of them), that you find
yourself not wanting to nit-pick.

Some of the returning faces include the
handsome Mark Harmon, having greyed
nicely,and Chad Michael Murray —all those
flowy staw-coloured locks and motorcycle
muscles — leaves amark as the younger guy
who still has the hots for the older Curtis.
Butters proves she wasn’t a one scene won-
der (remember the precocious young thing
from Once Upon A Time In Hollywood?), and
both Jacinto and Hammons carry off their
parts well.

But finally, everything comes back to the
pair who are the reason we show up this
time too. LiLo, long having left her Mean Girl
avatar behind, strums up the guitar as vig-
orously, but the real star turn is reserved for
the grandma-mom-celebrity-author played
by Curtis, who is having herself a whale of a
time, everything everywhere all at once.

ing primary school classrooms in the US,
shooting to kill innocent children. What
did this town and its people do to deserve
such punishment? After a point, though, it
all starts feeling empty: monsters without
motives are no longer interesting, and the
big reveal takes away the much-needed
suspense. Where initially you couldn’t
move from the edge of your seat, the
bloody fallout leaves you underwhelmed.
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WEDNESDAY S2

NETFLIX

WEDNESDAY ADDAMS (Jenna
Ortega) returns with Season 2, a su-
pernatural mystery, streaming from
August 6, followed by Part 2 on
September 3. Fresh foes and woes
await in this new chapter setin the
Gothic halls of Nevermore Academy.
“This season, Wednesday’s journey
is darker and more complex as she
navigates family, friends, new mys-
teries..,” co-showrunners and execu-
tive producers Alfred Gough and
Miles Millar tell Tudum.

PRETTY THING

LIONSGATE PLAY

DIRECTED BY Justin Kelly, this
movie is about a successful execu-
tive, played by Alicia Silverstone,
who engages in a spontaneous
one-night stand. Her mysterious
hookup quickly turns obsessive,
unhinged, and dangerously intru-
sive. Her carefully constructed life
starts to unravel, and so does her
grip on control.

JARANN

ZEES

WRITTEN AND directed by
Hrishikesh Gupte, the Marathi-lan-
guage film delves into the unsettling
world of a family haunted by buried
secrets and the terrifying conse-
quences that emerge when the past
refuses to stay buried. As fear grips
their reality, a long-suppressed se-
cret resurfaces, revealing how un-
healed trauma can manifest in the
most haunting of ways. Moving be-
yond jump scares, the film attempts
to explore emotional vulnerability.

ARABIA KADALI

PRIME VIDEO

The new Telugu series follows the
story of a group of fishermen from
rival villages who accidentally drift
into international waters and find
themselves imprisoned on foreign
land. At the heart of the series are
two intertwined journeys — Badiri’s
and his fellow fishermen’s harrow-
ing ordeal through treacherous seas
and captivity, and Ganga’s coura-
geous rise as awoman who dares to
challenge the system.

MICKEY 17

JIOHOTSTAR

WRITTEN AND directed by Bong
Joon Ho, Mickey 17 is science fic-
tion layered with black comedy.
The film is based on the 2022
novel of the same name by
Edward Ashton and features
Robert Pattinson as the lead. In
this follow-up to Oscar-winner
Parasite, the story follows a man
who joins a space colony as an
‘Expendable’, a disposable worker
who is cloned every time he dies.
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SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING,

COMMISIONING WORKS
E-Tender Motice No.: DBWS-
NIET-26-2025-26 Dated: 05-08-
2025, E-Tenders are invited by
the undarsigned for the following
works: Mame of work: Supply,
Installation, Testing, Commissioning
and CAMC of IP based Video
Survaillance System in 1710 LHE
Coaches of M.F, Hailways (RSF F.B.

Mo, 323/2025-26), Tender Value:
£1.26,33,13,800/ Inclusive of GST @
1B%, Earnest Money: T64,66,600/-,
Date & Time of closing of tender:
15:00 hrs, ol 04-00-2025 &
opening at 15,30 hrs. o! 04-089-
2025, The complele Infarmation
with the tender documant of abova
o-tendar will ba avallable upto
15.00 hre. of 04-08-2025 in wobsite
www lreps.gov.in
CWM, Mechanical Workahop,
Dibrugarh

-:ﬂ.', NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Sereing Cirstonrers WiHh A Smifls

i) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (¢

TENDER NOTICE

Dtd. 05.08.2025

! wwnw.ireps.gov.in for the Tollowing work
| 1. Name of work with its location:

| Pravision of Mulli Section Digital Axle |

I Counter (MSDAC) in parallel with DC-track

(2. Approximate cost of work:
!FEE. 46T741695.51 3. Bid Security:

[ Rs. 38370000 4. Last Dale & Time of |

| Submission: Up o 15:00 hrs. on Z7.08 2025
| 5. Opening of tender :

!sun: hitp:/'wiww_ ireps.qov.in
| 7. Address of the office from where detail

% information can be obtained : Sr. Divnl, |
{ Signad & Telecommunication Enginear, East |

i Central Railway, Danapur. Note: Any
| corrigenduam if requered will be uploaded on
| above wabsite befora 14 days.

DETEDKR
For & an bahalf of President of India

[ PRIOTINDNRISETITI25-26/40

No. DNR/S&TISIgl202517 Danapur, |

Divizional Railway Manager {Signal &
|TE|ED:||'!'I]_ East Caniral Railway, Danapur |
| Bivision, for and on behalf of Pressdent of |
| India invites tenders on web portal|

15:30 hrs. on |
| 27.08.2025 6. Website particulars where |
| detail of the work and criteria can be

E-TEHDER NDTICE

‘e-tender s mvited on Behalf of the President |

of India for the under mentionad work:-

'SN. 1, e-Tender No. : ECR-CAQ-C-SETEN-|
02-25-26, Name of work: Flash But Welding |
far differant Dy. CE/Cans under the

CAD/Con/South, E.C. Railway, I'-.-'IHJ{
Approx costl of the work in |:R5:I
99622 531.90. Cost of tender form In

(Rs.): 0.00, Earnest money in (Rs.):|
.46, 100.00, Period of work completion; |
124 (Twenty Four) Month, Date and time for|
chosing oftender : 25 0B 202531 15,30 hrs |
Any e-tenders which is sent by|
Post'CounerFax or by hand will not bel
accapted. All such manual submission of|
tender even if it is on firm's letter pad or|

recehved in ime will not be accepted

The above e-tender document alongwih full |
Infermation is available on websile|

http:{iwww.ireps.gowv.in,

Note: In case of any discrepancies found in|
tendar notice, English varsion will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visil the website |
http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in alleast 15 days|
before last date of closing, for latest|
cormgendumicomechons el in connection)

with this a-tendear

Any change/addendamicomigendum will be|

‘published on IREPS wabsibe only.

CAOI unfsnuth!
EC Rly. MHX, Patna
PRIVTIZICON/SMHIIPalna/ENGGITI2S-2640 |

ELECTRICAL TRD WORKS
IN TINSUKIA DIVISION

Tandar Motice No.: TSK/Elects
205, Dated: 05-08-2025; E-Tender
arg inviled by the undersigned
for the following work;, SN-1;
Tender Mo.: LV-T-14-TSK-TRD-05;
Briaef Description of Item

Elecirical (TRD) work in connection
with interlocking of 05 nos, LC
izates mara than TWVU-20G00 with
associated works of Tinsukia
Division of N.F. Railway. Tender
Value: T24,71575.05/- Earnest
Money: T48400/-, SN-2; Tender
No. :LVY-T-14-TSK-TRD-08; Brief
Description of ltam ; Elecirical
(THD) work in connectian with
raciification of defeclive layoul
at Digbol Yard under Tinsukia
division Tender Value:
tB4 B7 B8OV, B5/-, Earnesl Monay,
1,685,400/, Date & time of
closing of above lenders al
13:00 hrs.and opening af 15:00
hes. on 27-08-2028 The complete
information with tha tendai
document of above e-tendear will
be available up 1o 1300 hrz, on
27-0B-2025 in the website

wWww.ireps.gowv.in
ORM (Elect.), Tinsukia

(D) I'HHTHHST FRONTIER RAILWAY

ving Cusfovirers Witk A Smife

Corrigendum

| Following comigendum is issued in

|respect of this office letter Mo, ¥

B Ci et P e e ) e 1
| /9T /08— 25-26 f9 20062025

| (Receiving No.-0512 dt, 30.06.2025)

| 1. Revised cost of tender may be read as |

| Rs. 671,47,06,085.55 in lieu of onginal
| assessed costof Rs. 628,44 25,772 4,
Any Changesladdendum/

i corrigendum will be published on |

| IREPS website only,

| For Chief Administrative Officer/CON
| East Central Railway, MHX, Patna
| PRIDTI4HICNIN/MHX/ENGGIC/25-26/20

|

= -y : ’ ?l;\.

E-TENDER NOTICE
. No.23 of -ufi'{l!E 26 | [Gp-en]—EnggJDDl.l
{Cn line {throwgh e-tendaring) for the
{ following work s invited by DRM/Engg/DDU
| for and on behalf of the President of India
| from experienced and financially as well as
tachnicalu'y sound confractors incloding
[those enlisted with the Rasway, CPWD,
|BSML, MES, PWD and other public sactor
{ undertakings -
| Tender No. 13-DDU-SR DEN-|-25-26
,1I]- Mame of work with its location
| Provision of standard height gauge ai LCs in
IDDW Division, {il) Advertized WValue:
(s, 3705460146, (iil) Earnest Money:
| Ra. 335300.00, (v} Closing Date & time
{for submission of e-tender: 37 .08 2025,
{ Up-ta 12:00 hrs., (v) Website particulars
| of e-tendering: www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway Manager
East Central Railway,
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhaya Division

| |PROT3VDDUENGGTI25-26/128
in:ifn:uu at Khusrupur (KOO} and| — T
! Jammu {JMU) Yard under Danapur Division. |

SUPPLY AND LOADING OF

TRACK BALLAST IN PAKUR

No.: GMW-
05-08-2025;

E-Tendar Notice

1320258-MLG, Dated:
E-Tendar are |nvited by the
underslgned foar the fallowing
work; Name of Work ; Supply
and loading of Track Ballasi
(Quantity-7 7448 Cum) in Pakur for
N.F. Rallway under Dy. CEMracks

Maligaon Tendar Value:
B16.1%, 22, 300075/, Earnesi
Money: TE 06 600/-, The fender

document can be received upio
15:00 hrs on 04-08.2025 and
cpening i 15:15 hrs. on 04-08-
2028, For complete infarmation
with the tender document of above
e-tandar will be avallable in
wabsita www.ireps.gov.in

GM{W), Maligacn

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE OF INVITING E-TENDER
Ho. 34255291 Date - 06.08.2025
Sr.ODMM, DRM Office, Bikaner, acting for
and on behall of The President of india
imviles E-Tender Mo, 342552871 Closmg
date 01092025 at 14.25 hrs. Bidders will
be able to submit thelr originalirevised
bads up o closing date and time onby,
Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender amd any such manual offer
recaived shall be ignored. 1. Description
of Work: (1} Manufacturing. Supply &
Figld trial of Equipment { System for
measurement determination of Stress
Fres amparatura of LWRICWR Non
Diestrsctively based upon the Barkhausean
Moise principle without need of trafiic
block. [2) Tha operation charges for 01
month inctuding supply of man power for
operatian of equipment, iraining to railway
slafl to operale (ha machine/equipments
and analyze the dats and submizsion of
repodt etc, 2, Quantity : 01 Set 3. Date
and time for submission of tender:
Submission of E-Tender up to 01.08_2025
al 14.25 hes, 4. Website Partieular @
WWWL T pS . ov.in

g83-CRIZS

(@ NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
R e T

[ 7= ) ;
o ENT 8
OPEN TENDER NOTICE
NO. MC-237-13-V55, dt: 06.08.2025
The Divisional Rafway Manager, E: G

Rabway Danapur (8 inviting online open |
| tencer {on IREPS Portal) for and om befalf of |

the president of India from reputed

(confractor with experience, fimancial |
(capability including those registared |
fworking with Railway/imgation/CPWD/ |
| MES or any other public sector undariaking |

{ for under menticned works:-
1. Name of work with its location:

| Installation of IP based video Surveiliance |
System in coaches & Comprehensive|
Annual Maintenance Contract for 1P
| based video Surveillance System (V38 in|
(coaches, 2. Approx Cost of the work :|
Rs. 56,61,77,620.05/- (Rupees Fifty s
|crore sixty ona Lakhs Sevenly Seven|
| Thousand Sot Hundred Twenty and Five |
Paise Only), 3. Earnest Money to be
|deposited : Rs. 29,80,900.000- {Rupess |
| Twenly Mine Lakhs Eighly Thousand Nine |
{Hundred only). 4. Date & time for|

|submission of tender and opening of
tender: Date & time for submission of

(tendar 28.08.2025 wp 1o 12:00 hrs. on|

www.ireps.gov.in, Date & time of opening

of tender 28.08.2025 at 12:30 he=. on|
‘wwwireps.gov.in. 5, Website particulars
& Motice board location where complets |
details of tender, corrigendum (if any)
can be seen ete.: The terder nofice =

| available on websile www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Rallway Manager (Mech.),
E.C. Railway, Danapur
PRAOTIHONRIMECHTI25-26/44

GUJARAT MEMCAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. OfMice: Block No. 14/1,
Dx. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Sector- 10, Gandhinagar
" 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698
TI_HDER HﬂTI{ F HH*I.HHEU D-13/2025-26

Q-

Ttﬂlnr: are in ited

\h-ll':rlnnriil'nnluhhnl" Direct importers for Tablet &
i i iscellaneous and Surgical item &

online from rtpuud.

Surgical Steplers item  om Rate contract basis and details
quantity is
https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in All tender documents can be
' downloaded free on the website: https://tender.nprocure.com
Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender

of specification,

through e-tender process.

Duration of downloading of teader document (online):-
. 025 1o 29 S up tol 5.00 Hrs

available on,

| Last date for Submission (online): 29/08/2028 up 1o 15-00 HRS
Last date for submission of EMIVTender Fee (Physical) :

JODRIOZS upto 18:00 HRS

Last date for submission of Sample (Physical) for T.E.No.[D
T63/RC/2025-26 & T.E.No.D-T64/RC/2025-26: 300872025

upto 18:00 HRS

| Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 02/092028 At 15-00

| HRS.

Pre-C iati ing (PreBid]
Interested ManofacturesformolatorsTirect
requested to remain present for pre- Consultation meeting to be

| held om al |
mentioned address.  Onaly

| participate in the pre-bid.

one  representative
Manuisciurer carrying swethority leiter would be allowed io

Importers are

al Committes room &i above
from each

INF-1113-2025-26

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Bid Identification no :-3263/Nivida [Garhwal)Rishikesh/ 98

Qifice of the Chief General Manager, Construction Wing

UTTRAKHAND PEYJAL SANSADHAN VIKAS EVAM NIRMAN NIGAM

{Uttarakhand Government Wndartaking)
Third Flaor (Visheeshemarya Bhawan) (Opposite O.N.G.C Hespital) Kamla Kagar, Dehradun-2480
Tel/Fax: 0135-2764075 E-mall:- cgmnlrmanwing@®Yahoo.com, gmnlrmanwing@gmall.com

Dated :08/08/2025

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

H | NAME

TENDER NOTICE Jpu o

PRESS NOTE
Government of Uttarakhand “e"” procurement Notice

Sr. Estimated Cost
[Mo.

Period of
Completion

MName of works

3 Bid Identification no - 32627 Nivida[Garfwal) Rishikesh /A7 Dated; 08.08. 2025 ToTICe
i el i L e e e e et onths
Construction OF Metaji Subhash Chandra Bose 150 £ 590.00 Lacs

Bedded Boys Hostel At Laldhang, Distt-Haridwar \Excluding G.5.T.}

Nameand Address of Officer Inviting the Bid - Office Chief General Manager,
2 Construction Wing, Uttarakhand Peyjal
Migam, Third Foor [(Oppsite ONGC
Hospital), Eamla Magar, Dehradun

12-08-2025-17:00 hrs

Enrme swerE

3 |Date and Time of Availability of bid ducuments inthe |:ICII'tE|

Frmrmme e e e o

Pre Bid Mesting Date

ATt AT IET e e e o P o L e T TR

14-08-2025-12:00hrs
26-08-2025-17:00 hrs

.............

Details of subsequent E||:|-|:|-14'|durn;I mr{lgendu m ,."car.:ella'tinn etc, may be obtained from the website.
Furtherdetails can be seen from the e-procurement portz] “https:)/ fweeew uktenders govin®

General Manager (Garhwal)
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GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

TENDER NOTICE
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AND BALANCE WORK OF VIP
ROAD INFRONT OF BITS
SCHOOL MO BHIWAN]
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Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited

CIN: U32201UP1999SGC024928

website: www.uppcl.org

Extracts of Standalone Financial Results
for the quarter ended 30th June, 2025

[Regulation 52 (8), read with Regulation 52 (4),
of the SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015]

S. Particulars Quarter ended Year ended
NO. 30th June, 2025 30th June, 2024 31st March, 2025
Un-audited Un-audited Audited
1 |Total Income from Operations 22,239.83 22,822.05 79,990.80
Net Profit/(loss) for the period
(before Tax, Exceptional and/or (7,665.29) (6,155.08) (10,903.64)
Extraordinary items)
3 |Net Profit/ (loss) for the period before
tax (after Exceptional and/or (7,665.29) (6,155.08) (10,915.24)
Extraordinary items)
4 |Net Profit/ (loss) for the period after tax |
(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary (7,665.29) (6,155.08) (10,915.24)
items)
5 |Total comprehensive Income for the
period
[Comprising Profit/(Loss) for the period
(after tax) and Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)] (7,665.96) (6,155.46) (10,917.93)
6 |Paid up Equity Share capital (Face value 148,484.13 134,404.02 146,238.51
of 1000/- per share)
Other Equity (118,416.04)  (105,287.61) (109,996.26)
Securities Premium Account NA NA NA
9 |Net worth 28,631.83 26,980.15 34,052.17
10 |Outstanding Debt 54,606.04 59,813.82 53.919.11
11 |Outstanding redeemable preference
shares NA NA NA
12 |Debt Equity Ratio 1.91 292 1.58
' 13 |Earning per share (of 1000/- each) ' |
(for continuing and discontinued
operations)
Basic (51.97) (46.08) (78.87)
Diluted (51.97) (46.08) (78.87)
14 |Capital Redemption Reserves NA NA NA
15 |Debenture Redemption Reserves NA NA NA
16 Debt Service Coverage Ratio (0.002) 0.0007 (0.005)
17 |Interest Service Coverage Ratio
(5.68) (4.19) (1.90)

Note 1 The above results have been reviewed by the audit committee of the Board of
Directors in the meeting held on 08th August, 2025 and approved by the Board of
Directors in their meeting held on the same day.

Note 2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed
with the Stock Exchange (BSE Limited) under Regulation 52 of SEBI (LODR)
Regulations, 2015. The detailed format is available on the website of BSE Limited
and the company's website at www.uppcl.org

Note 3  Additional information/other line items persuant to Regulation 52(4) of the SEBI
(LODR) 2015, have been disclosed in the detailed Quarterly Financial Results
filed with the stock exchange (BSE Limited) and can be accessed on the website
of BSE Limited and the company's website www.uppcl.org

Note 4 The figures/ratios for the previous periods have been restated,

regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary to conform to current period
classification.

For & on the behalf of Board of Directors

Sd/-

(Nitin Nijhawan)
Compliance Officer
R.No.-17/2025

Date: 08th Aug. 2025
Place: Lucknow

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Himachal Pradesh
Rural Developmeni Depariment
PRESS NOTICE INVITING RE-TEMDER FOR PUBLICATION IN NEWS PAPER

Uhe Ling figm roie bsds mre re-invired by ghe Dsecutive | T e FERED SAASTI BITF o hehaldil of Civvemor of Himachal Pradesh Toom coneracsnms’ fems of
apppriate o lass reglslerad with PP TV ISY dwosugh o iemndermg inesle-
[Sr, “ame ol werk. T Estimated | Earmest | Costel | Vime. |
L el Hs| aney, tender form.
| [Camtrucicn of Bleck Develapnseni  Cffker Hullding ot Charag, Tebsbl harsog,| 2030500810 | 40t HH-B0 BLUIELL Figbaloam |
Isan, Alanadd i Mmschsl Prodesh) (sab besids Civil wirk, water supply & saniar Whnmihs
IvtmMankan e
@ Last dote of filling uploasding the tender fir 25208025 g 5 "
o Tonder ducumen amd other detniked mistrucoois can be downbloded of viewod o lme T the goriad hspss e nden oy, m By the T indiodusl
Frecwtive Empineer.
ural Development [heparimsent,
M, JTHHIP Mamdi Aot Distcict Mandi BLP,

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Office of the Executive Engineer, Trans. Line Maintt. Division-V11,
JKPTCL Srinagar-190010
Ph, No, 0194-3516451 e-mail; tlmd7.jkptela gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

&NIT Mo, TEMD-VII 04 of 2025836 Dated: 07 A1K: 28

For mnd on behall of Maneging Director Jammu & Kazshmic Power Trmsmission Corporation Limited (JEPTCL)L online

tenders valid for 1830 davs are hereby mvited from eligible, reputed. expenenced uid Anancially sound registencd marmifBciuners
suthorired dealers | supphiers having sufficent expenence m the trade a5 per ferms, condimons, fechmical specificabons and

s-Mizdlules thiereto rreentiomed m stpdard |'||.|,J|.||'||_: documenis, Tor the =\.|_|'|'-|'|'L:; ol muterials gs detniled wn the SED

The Cost of Tender Documents shull be deposited into the bank. Acceount of Exccutive Engineer Trunsmission Line

Matmntenance Division-V11, Sonagar beanng CD AC No, 03670 0200000182 1&K Bank Tankipors Soinagur and the bank

receipt shall be uploaded

The EMILF

Srmagar, shall be gplosded and the ongial bank instrument shall be depoasited .I|II-I=|::“ ith hird copy of tender upto the

n the fomm of CTHUFIR pledped o the Executive BEngineer Transmission Lme Muamiename Dhvision-VIl

specificd daie
The Steidard Badding Docwment 12 available gt website hiypeiktenders oy

W Pesrription ol YWark Ly sdyertlsed cosl | Amwins of :'ﬂﬂl of Tender | Thme nl |
i i b buslve of tavis) [T | Wi |yl | dmimplaiiog |
. | m N Laes . Im | . iluhba) MK .
(T T | m  Trehaloiimers ol kY Y eT RCW I A 21 A7 (LI |} | WK !
L apapitiig YVoliage |ramsbormer Aa Per Specifaabio |II'l'\'. Kiwy
The Badding Doscuimicnls R LR ol Pye=Ohinl | v inig l'h.'|_|||l-|q._'1'|'-|_'l1l'| -,'|||,'||I-||II:. CTilerE, \.|1|,'|.|."in whineiis, Hill of Duanditics
(HEY), st of Terme amd Condidons of the contact and uther relmed details cin be seen'downlosded from the JEK
Crovernment's webwiig Mitpawww, jkbenders.gov.an, os per Scheduled ol daids given below
LIST OF IMPORTANT DATES
I | Dhakw oo dsi | oomslusr sl {17 e 3128
1 MOhwlbiie Slait dals sf dospisdiabing 4 Tender Dot [ (HR-ETH- 30128 4 1 (M s, |
i e St dme & e ol e-Hid subnsiasne 'm-lu 038 o AW s
4 [Usling Lusi dsic & o [R-0N- 039 T Thes.
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i e | eiliie-l o o] Fkds Udpanmig | M & Lide I."'-'h-.'“"-.!' WEl w. |
T Thahy mnddl tane of ispenimg of Prce o<frid (Onky of the iechmicslly gualiied Biclders) III-. Inte & time of upewing of pricy e<hich shall =
E||||-|I nl megimuiely
L. The Techno-Commercial Buds of all pemicipating Bidders shall be opened onling i the office of Executive Engimeer
TLMD V11 Beming Srinpgar Kashinir, The daie & time of apeniig of Price Bids of the qualifving bidders shall be

polificd on MK Government's website htipziwww Jkienders.govin ond conveved o the Bidders automatically
through c-moil messape. Dhe ardcopes shall have to be submitted v the office of Executive Engimeer TLME VI
Bemina Srinagar Kashoir by 28-08-20235 (1404 Hrs]

2,  Clanfications, if any. can also be sought from the office of the undemsigned on e-muidl: himd 7. jkptelis omaill.com

3.  The Departmient reserves the might o reject any or all the Buds ot any siage without assigning any reason thereot
: TLMD-T/T5/14421-46

Dated: 07:08: 2025

DMF NOL: DIPR-NB-1550/25 DATE 08.08.2025

Sils-
Exvcutive Engineer
TEMDP-Y11, Bemina Srinngar

AT TaradHd It fire fasra grferesvor

E fgda aw, sinffaa siwean, ey v, (d-2), e Steer, Mawge (Sodo)
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9 Wo | @ w1 AW/ oae afed s arm
1 Providing and Laying DBM and BC work on 24mir Wide road in pocket-l.J and 0 306,60 FTH
TAIn Seclor-18YEIDA, WC-01
2 Resurfacing work on 45mir. Wide road both side carfageway Part -Ain w0 406.21 ¢

sector-24, YEIDA. WC-04

firm f2e 11.08.2025 ¥ 25082025 § 500 99 OF FUATS g 7 HAar 2| W s—iiEsman =
Wi—Telitheh e fE=e 27.08.2025 T WA 1100 T0 @reit o |

w9 |0 | @1l &1 / aw afde g T
3 Beautification of entry gate affordable LIG & MIG house Seclor-220 vea WC-02 | Y0 1543 03
4 Construction of boundary wall of J.H.S school at village -wailana, YEAWC-06 60 2477 HME
5 Providing and laying intarlocking at village - Ajay nagar, YEAWC-06 W0 36.32 T
B Construction of E-library room in village -Alipura, YEAWC -06 N0 32.33 g
[ Providing and laying interdacking tiles and C.C road at village - Jaltpur, YEAWC-06 | 0 37 41 T
g Providing and laying dry brick kharanja from govt. school to shamshan ghat %0 10.82 o1

at '-.rl!lage nagra shree gnpal "I‘EA WQC- I:IIE
o Fn:bwdlng and laying IntEl‘I{!'I:HIﬂgtI!EE- I wllage tle.grrlabad yﬂa Uncludlng ﬁ.‘l d,.4 12 iR
construction of drain), YEAWC-06
10 Fond Rejuvenation in village Alipura, YEAWCG-06 H0-359:20 oig
11 Plantation of trees & Shrubs ininternal road RP5-04 Sector 220 and mio trees w0 41.40 o9
ghrubs pond along 60mitr road infront of sector 19 & central verge on 45mitr
wide road and remaining length of 120 wide road in sector 22d with two years
maintenance, YEIDA, WC-H
T2 M/ trees and remaining plantation of trees & Shrubs in intemal road Pocket |, J Tl 104 81 =1
& TA Sector 18, with two years, YEIDA. WC-H

= fare 12082025 W 24.08.2025 HT 500 T oF J0ars T A7 gHar ) g s—fEemat o
W—aareiihdyE B9 22082025 &1 WA 11:00 o @Eial a9t |
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13 Dfa 02 parks & Grassing of 05 parks and maintenance of Traes on Internal w0 132 64 T
roads in Pocket U sector-20 with two year maintenance yeida. WC-H

14 Miotrees shurbs internal roads & central vergein sector 32 in for two years D0 4735 ofi
Yeida. WC-H

16 Do park 5 & 8 sector 32 with two years maintneace Yeida, WC-H w0 79.683 A

16 M/o trees shurbs on central verge of 45mitr wide road near plotno. A-1toA-Band| 50 30.00 ok
Tamirwide road {road no. 13) between sector 28 & 29 with two years Yeida. WC-H

17 Fond rejuvenation at village -jhajhar near balmiki bast Y EA 0 A4T.66 ¢E

18 Strengthening of road and RCC drain from Nanwa pardhan home o govt, %l 55.65 I
gchoolin village -wailana,YEA

19 FrovidingfAnd laying interlocking tiles and C.C road at village - jhajhar, YEA o0 B1.T7s o
(part-02)

20 Providing and fixing open gym egquipment and construction of boundary wall T0 84,96 VW
for pay ground in village - ronija, YEA

21 Construction of C.C road balaji temple to jai kishan home and R.C.C drain from W0 06,85 TG
abadi area to pokhar al village -jhajhar, YEA
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Ashwani Kumar resident of F8
Vikas Enclave, Rohta Road,
Meerut U.P have changed my
daughter’s Name from AKSHITA
to AKSHITA PASRICHA Vide
Affidavit dated 09 Jul 25 at Delhi
Area.

0050271774-1

I, Ashwani Kumar resident of F8
Vikas Enclave, Rohta Road,
Meerut U.P have changed my
daughter’s Name from
AKARSHITA to AKARSHITA
PASRICHA Vide Affidavit dated 09
Jul 25 at Delhi Area.

0050271775-1

I,hitherto known as
PRACHI,D/0O-Anand
Parkash,R/0,4C/14/B1,4,M-
Street-lIT Campus Hauz-Khas
South,Delhi-110016,have
Changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as PRACHI
GARG.

0040804444-2

I,hitherto known as Kartik,S/o0
Sh.Bharat Bhushan,R/0-WZ-
65A,3rd Floor,UGGAR San,
Market,Ashok-Nagar,Near-
Tilak Nagar,Police-Station,New
Delhi-110018.have Changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Kartik Meena.

0040804444-6

I,Vijeta Rani,W/0 Ajit Singh,R/0-
Dubaldhan Ghikan,Dubaldhan
Beri Jhajjar-124202,Have
Changed My Name To Vijeta For
Future. 0040804444-4

LVIPIN S/0 KAMARPAL R/0-WZ-
751,Mohalla Badiyal,Palam
Village,Delhi-110045,have
changed my minor son name
MADHEKROD aged 13 years to
MOHIT. 0040804454-3

LVIKAS BHANOT,S/0O ASHOK
BHANOT R/0,H.N0.2496,
Second-Floor, Sector-46,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001,have
changed my-minor son’s name
AARAV to AARAV BHANOT.
aged-14-years. 0040804477-2

I,Shalender Sawhney,s/o
Gulshan kumar
Sawhney,R/0,C-Block-193,2nd
Floor,Ramprastha
Colony,Chander
Nagar,Ghaziabad,Uttar
Pradesh-201011,have changed
my name to Shailender
Sawhney, Permanently.

0040804465-3

I,LNIDHI SACHDEVA W/0O PANKAJ
R/0 116 UPPER GROUND-FLOOR
KOHAT ENCLAVE PITAMPURA
DELHI-110034.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO NIDHI.

0040804454-5

I,Mukesh kumar Behar S/o
Sudarshan Kumar Beher R/o C-
399,FFVikas Puri,Delhi-110018
have changed my nameto
Mukesh Kumar Beher.

0040804454-4

I, MOHAMMAD MUSTAQIM s/o-
MOHAMMAD SHAFIQ R/0-5289
GALISHIMLE WALI KUCHA
REHMAN. CHANDNICHOWK
DELHI-6,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME to MOHD MUSTAQEEM.

0040804444-1

I,MD BASHIR ALAM,S/O-
GHULAM RASUL,R/O-A-
227,GALINO-4,JAITPUR
EXTN,PART-2,BADARPUR,NEW
DELHI-44,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MOHD BASHIR
PERMANENTLY FORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES.

0040804475-2

I,Kartikey Dogra,S/o Ajay
Dogra,R/0-F-14-B, Single
Storey,Vijay Nagar, Delhi-
110009,have changed my name
to Kartikay Dogra

0040804451-3

l,Himanshu Kesarwani S/o
Niranjan Lal Kesarwani R/o
288A B-Block New Ashok Nagar
Delhi-110066,Have Changed My
Name To Himanshu
Kesharvani.

0040804477-1

I, KumariJyoti W/0O Rajat Yadav
R/0 B-2/30, Sector-16,Rohini,
Delhi-110089, have Changed my
name to Jyoti Yadav.

0040804480-1

l,Harkirat Singh,S/0-Anoop
Singh Chawla, R/0,ED-62,First
Floor,Tagore Garden, West-
Delhi,have changed my name
to Harkirat Singh Chawla,for all
Purposes.

0040804444-5

I,Devinder Yadav S/o Thandi
Ram Yadav R/0
H.No.1459,Mastnath-colony
Hisar Cantt Hisar Haryana-
125006,changed my name to
Devender Yadav

0040804454-8

I,DEEPIKA ARORA,D/OJP
Rastogi R/0-70,JUPITER
SOCIETY,VIKAS PURI, DELHI-
110018, have changed my name
to DEEPIKA RUSTAGI for all
purposes.

0040804465-1

I,Shaila Kaintura W/O-Mr.
Mohan Singh,R/0-C-504,3rd
Floor,Avantika,Sector-
1,Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to Shaila
Ranain future,i will be known
asShailaRana. 0040804475-1

I,Savita Rani,W/0-Ajay
Kumar,R/o Dubaldhan
Ghikan,Dubaldhan,Beri Jhajjar-
124202,Have Changed My
Name To Savita For Future.

0040804444-3

I,SUNEETA DEVI W/0 RAJESH
KUMAR R/o Shivpura, Rajwana,
Bhogaon, Mainpuri, Uttar
Pradesh-205262, have changed
my name to REENA DEVI.

0040804477-3

I,SHALU,D/0-LAXMAN
PATEL,R/0:RZ-C2/175, GALI.No-
4,MAHAVIR-ENCLAVE, SOUTH-
WEST DELHI-110045,Declare
that My-Father Name has been
Wrongly-written LAKSHMAN in
Educational records and the
actual-Name of Mine Father is
LAXMAN PATEL,respectively.

0040804480-2

I,LSHAHEEN AKHTAR, D/O. LATE
MUZAFFAR AHMED, R/O-
H.NO.264, JOHRI-FARM,NOOR
NAGAR-EXTN, JAMIA-
NAGAR,NEW DELHI-110025,1
inform that my name SHAHEEN
AKHTAR, have changed after
my marriage with TAJ
MOHAMMED KHAN ON-24-12-
1978, and shall hereafter be
known as SHAHEEN TAJ.

0040804324-4

I,SAYED AHAD CHOUDHARY,S/o-
Syed Amin Choudhary,R/0-RZ-
2520,Gayatri
Apartments,Flat.No.D-
1,UGF,Tughlakabad
Extension,New Delhi-
110019,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as SYED AHAD CHOUDHARY in
my 10th & 12th Educational-
Documents.The actual-name
of mine is SAYED AHAD
CHOUDHARY, which may be
amended accordingly.

0040804444-8

I,Rupinder Kaur Mangat W/o
Kulwant Singh Mangat R/0-15
Nawal Vihar Baghpat Road
Meerut,UP-250002, changed my
name to Rupinder Kaur

0040804454-7

I,Rita Rani Jain alias Rita
Rani,W/o0-Parveen Jain,R/0o-
72,Pocket-22, Sec-24, Rohini
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name to Rita Jain

0040804451-2

ILRAJAT KUMAR ARORA,S/O-
JANAK RAJ ARORA,R/O-
70,JUPITER APPT.,D BLOCK,
VIKAS PURI,DELHI-110018, have
changed my name,from RAJAT
ARORA alias RAJAT KUMAR to
RAJAT KUMAR ARORA.

0040804465-2

I,N0.16025710L,Rank NK,Ravi
Kumar,S/o-Naresh,R/0-
VPO.asaudha
Todean,Bahadurgarh Distt
Jhajjar(Haryana), Solemnly
affirm and State on Oath that
theincorrect Name of My
Mother Written in My Service-
Records as Nirmala
Devi,Correct Name Nirmalais
being Recorded in My Service-
Records.Vide-affidavit
No.15550,Dated
04.08.2025.,Bahadurgarh

0040804444-7

I,Ajay Panwar,S/0-Vijay
Panwar,R/0-H.N0.G-52,Near
Budho Devi Hospital,Panjabi
Colony, Delhi-110040,have
changed my name,from Ajay
Prakash Panwar,to Ajay
Panwar,for all future purposes.

0040804451-1

l,Aayushi Jha D/o,Shri Abhay
Kumar Jha,R/0 4402,Ashoka
Enclave
Apartment,Plot.no.8A,opposite
Gurudwara,Dwarka sector-
11,South West Delhi,Delhi-
110075,have changed my,name
from Aayushi to Aayushi Jha.
Both name Aayushiand
AayushiJhabelongtosame
person.

0040804480-3

l,Aakash Kumar Singh,S/0
Dashrath Kumar,R/0-E-154,
Begum Vihar, Begumpur Delhi-
110086,have changed my name
to Aakash Kumar.

0040804451-4

ILAJAY SINGLA S/O LALIT
MOHAN SINGALA,R/O H-33/114
SECTOR-3,ROHINI DELHI-
110085.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AJAY BHUSHAN
SINGLA FOR ALL PURPOSES.

0040804454-6

I, Virender Jaiswal R/0-15B
Pocket IV, Mayur Vihar Phase-
1,New Delhi-110091 have
changed the name of my Minor
Child aged 14 yrs from Janvi to
JanviJaiswal.

0070983208-1

I, Tanushree Chaudhary W/o
Rahul Pavithran R/o Flat
No0.19133, Tower-10, Mahagun
Mywoods, Gaur City-2, Sector-
16C, Greater Noida West, UP-
201306 have changed my name
to TANUSHREE CHAUDHARY
PAVITHRAN for all future
purposes.

0070983241-1

I, Saqib Mohd Khan alias Saqib
Mohammad Khan alias Saqib
Md.Khan, S/0. Taj Mohammed
Khan, R/0-H.No.264,Johri-
Farm,Noor Nagar-Extn,Jamia
Nagar, New Delhi-110025,1 have
changed my name to SAQIB
MOHAMMED KHAN,for all
future purposes

0040804324-3

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o Anand
Swaroop,R/0-House.N0.610,
Village,and post office-
Dichaon Kalan, delhi-
110043,have changed my name
to Sandeep Vashist

0040804324-1

I, Rishi Pal Singh Nagar S/O
Shankar R/0 Jaganpur
Afzalpur, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-203201
has changed my name from
RISHI PAL SINGH NAGAR to
RISHIPAL for all future
Purposes.

0070983248-1

I, Parwaiz Alam Khan/Parvez
Alam S/o0 Abdul Jabbar Khan
R/0 H.No0.-338, 2nd Floor,
Pocket-J, Sarita Vihar, Delhi-
110076, have changed my name
to Parvez Alam Khan, for all
future purposes.

0040804239-1

I Tulsi Devi W/o Naryan Singh
Kandari R/o SD-3,47 BN PAC
Govindpuram, Distt. Ghaziabad
Uttar Pradesh have changed
my name from Tulsa Devi to
Tulsi Devi for all future
purposes. 0070983287-1

I, Nidhi Bhakt, wife of Mr.
Himanshu Joshi, residing at flat
No.B907,Sea show CGHS Plot
No-14, Sector-19B, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075, have
changed my name to Nidhi
Bhakt Joshi. | shall henceforth
be known as Nidhi Bhakt Joshi
forall purposes.

0040804371-1

I, Jitiender Kumar s/o0 Jaswant
Rai Sachdevar/o 272, Third
Floor, Block-2,Subhash Nagar,
Delhi have changed my name
Jitender SACHDEVA
permanently.

0040804319-1

I, Jaswant Rai s/o Bodh Raj
Sachdevar/o 272, Third Floor,
Block-2,Subhash Naga, Delhi
have changed my name
Jaswant Rai SACHDEVA
permanently.

0040804319-2

I, Harpiyariis Mother of Army-
No0.15755462L, Rank-SIGMN
Name-Lokesh Tewatia,Unit-9,
CSR,HQ COY,C/0-56, APO, Pin-
916909, Permanent resident-
Village Meerapur,Post office-
Baghola, Tehsil,&
District-Palwal, State-Haryana,
Pin-121102, have changed my
name Harpiyarito Nathiya,for
alldocuments.

0040804324-2

l, G Suresh Kumar, son of PNG
Nair,R/0B-7/1, Third Floor,
Sector-17, Rohini, Delhi 110089
have changed my nameto
Suresh Kumar Nair for all
purposes.

0040803835-1

I, Chander Bir Barar s/o Atar
Singh, HN-25B, Vill- Jamalpur
Jallalpur, Sardhana, Meerut,
U.P-250222 have changed my
name to Chander Veer Singh
forall purposes.

0070983244-1

I, Ajay Kumar Thakur Father of
AvniShreshtha R/o H2/106,
(FF), Bharat City Phase-2, Tila
Shahbazpur, Ghaziabad, U.P.,
declare that both the names of
my minor daughter Avni
Shreshtha and baby to one and
the same person and in future
shall be called as Avni
Shreshtha for all Purposes

0040804296-1

I, ANURADDA SANJAY BAWA W/0O
SANJAY BAWA R/O S-275,
GROUND FLOOR, GREATER
KAILASH-I, GREATER KAILASH,
SOUTH DELHI, DELHI-110048,
declare that the name of mine
has been wrongly written as
ANURADHA BAWA in my
Driving License No.
DI071999260673. The actual
name of mine is ANURADDA
SANJAY BAWA.

0070983292-1

| Zia Akhtar Chowdhary D/o
Mohammad Jaweed Akhtar R/o
DDA, SFT Flat No.74 -T, Third
Floor, Sec-7, Jasola, Okhla,
South Delhi, Delhi-110025 have
changed my nameto Zia
Akhter Chowdhary D/o
Mohammad Jaweed Akhter
Chowdhary for all purposes.

0040804299-1

I Vijay S/o0 Banwari Lal R/o WP-
573 Wazir Pur Village Ashok
Vihar,Delhi-110052, have
changed my name to Vijay
Chauhan.

0040804454-2

I, RP Athira S/o K Rajakumar R/o 1-
105, Eazhuvarkuzhi
Mathicode,Vilavancode, Po:
Kappiyaral , Dist: Kanniyakumari,
Tamil Nadu-629156 have changed
my name from RP Athira to Athira RP
for all future Purposes.

0130054824-1

I, ABUBAKAR HAROON S/O
MOHAMMAD HAROON R/o H.NO
<http://h.no/>.712, CHANDNI
MAHAL, DARYAGANJ, DELHI -
110002, CHANGED MY NAME AS
“ABU BAKR HAROON”

0130054826-1

LOST & FOUND

Lost My all original property
Papers of registry House
No.198\Village-Single
Pur,Shalimar Bagh,Delhi-
110088,Finder please Contact
above address of Rampal
Singh,S/0-Umrao Singh,Mobile
N0.9818431344.

0040804475-3

I, UPDESH KUMARI W/0O RAMAN
KUMARR/O VILLAGE -BARUHI,
POST OFFICE -KHERIAN, TEHSIL
-NURPUR,BARUHI, KANGRA,
HIMACHAL PRADESH-176200, |
HAD LOST/MISPLACED
ORIGINAL ALLOTMENT LETTER
CUMDEMAND LETTER OF PLOT
NO.553, POCKET C-1,SECTOR -
35,ROHINI, NEW DELHI,
MEASURING 32 SQ.MTRS, THE
LRNO.3091668/2025 DATED
07/08/2025.

0040804257-1

Lost original B.Tech degree
certificate (Name:-Jatin
Vashistha S/O-Ramakant
Vashistha,Roll.no.-
260953302,Gautam Buddh
Technical University,(now
AKTU,Lucknow,(U.P.) around
Shipra
Suncity,Indirapuram,Ghaziaba
don 10/07/2023.1f found please
contact:-9654458573.

0040804475-4

SALE DEED EXECUTED BY
NEERAJNISCHAL AND
KANCHAN SHARMA IN FAVOUR
OF VIRA VALI KHANNA VIDE-
SALE DEED DULY REGISTERED
AS
REGISTRATION.NO.7758,BOOK.
NO.1,VOLUME.NO.3327,PAGES-
103TO 114,DATED-29.07.2022 IN
THE OFFICE OF SUB-REGISTRAR
VIIIHAS BEEN LOST,FOUNDER
MAY INFORM.Vijay Kumar
Sarin,E-14/13 Krishna-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,
#9205213728.

0040804444-11

PROPERTY
PROPERTY FOR SALE

Platinum-9 World Tower, Wakad,
Pune’s Tallest Commercial, Iconic
Award Winning Project & India’s
1st 3 Level 360° Revolving
Restaurant, Dream Investment in
Premium Showrooms, Retail
Shops, Food Court, Smart
Corporate Offices & Multipurpose
Spaces 15Ft. Height, Your Legacy
Starts Here- Once in a Lifetime
Opportunity. Contact-
7205970999.

0090379661-1

RECRUITMENT
SITUATION VACANT

| Tej Partap Singh S/o
Dharmender Singh,R/0 WP-
456/5 Wazir Pur Village Ashok
Vihar Delhi-110052,have
changed my,name to Tej Pratap
Singh.

0040804454-1

IRajesh S/o M Parasmull Jain
R/0 100 Shri Shankara Nilaya,
4th Cross Kaveri Road,
Udayanagar, Bangalore North,
Bangalore, Doorvaninagar,
Karnataka - 560016, have
changed my name to P Rajesh
Kumar jain

0070983282-1

I Pinki Pahwa W/0o Late Rajeev
Kumar R/o House No T-224,
Second Floor, Baljeet Nagar,
Patel Nagar, Delhi-110008 that
Pinki Pahwa is also known as
Neelam. Both names are of one
& the same person.

0040804299-2

INaryan Singh Kandari S/o
Madan Singh R/o0 SD-3,47BN
PAC Govindpuram,Distt.
Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh have
changed my name from Naryan
Singh Kandari to Narayan
Singh for all future purposes.

0070983293-1

I Maydul Ali S/o Yakub SkR/0
Airmary, Krishnapur
Dinurpara, Murshidabad, West
Bangal - 742148, have changed
my name to Md Alauddin

0070983280-1

I Deepak Kumar S/o0 Bhim Sain
Saini R/0 A-298/A, Gali Shiv
Mandir Wali, Majlis Park,
Adarsh Nagar, North West
Delhi-110033, have changed my
name to Deepak Saini

0070983209-1

I Arjoon Joshuaa SharmaS/o
Sudeshna Ghosh R/o # 6- B,
Retreat Apartment, #72/1,
Cunningham Road,
Vasanthnagar-560052,
Bangalore, Bengaluru,
Karnataka - 560001, have
changed my nameto Vivaan
Bharadwaj

0070983294-1

I,Dasrath Kumar,S/0 Ram
Singh,R/0-E-154, Begum
Vihar,Begumpur Delhi-
110086,have changed my name
to Dashrath Kumar

0040804451-5

I, RP Abhishek S/o K Rajakumar R/o
1-105, Eazhuvarkuzhi
Mathicode,Vilavancode, Po:
Kappiyaral , Dist: Kanniyakumari,
Tamil Nadu-629156 have changed
my name from RP Abhishek to
Abishek RP for all future Purposes.

0130054823-1

Opportunity for ambitious people
to work with US based MNC
training provided only WhatsApp
name city background on
9820925521 .

0050271595-1

BUSINESS

BUSINESS OFFERS

wholesale

ACRYLIC
SHEET

POLYCARBONATE
SHEET

i Gangadham-Katraj Rd i
Hill Top, Pune 37

@ whotsapp only

9426071410

PUBLIC NOTICE
 PUBLIC NOTICE |

This is fo inform the peneral
public that Unit No. CGN 154
was allotted in the name of Mr.
Ramesh Ahuja S/0 Late Sh.
ishwar Dass Ahuja R/o 108 FF
Saini Enclave Dalhi 110092 who
has expired on 1st Oct 2018
leaving behind his registerad will
in favour of the survival
members of his family - Mrs.
Sudesh Ahuja (wife), Mr. Tanuj
Ahuja (son), and Sznchit Ahuja
{500} accardingly Is being noted
in OLF's record in respect of fhe
captoned unit. If anybody has
any objection to this , he or she
may approach Ms' DLF Home
Developers Ltd. or the
undersigned within 21 days of
publicationof this nofice,

Deep Chand (Advocate)

En.Ho. D/2098,2014

Ch. Mo. F-227, Lawyer's Chambers
Karkardooma Courls, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 « Mob: 9891163048

B i know do ab public thal my cdient Bq
Vigay Kurar Lakra Bdo Sh, Hemant Komar
Lakra and Senl. Sebestan Lakra W 55
Wiy Kumar Lakra both residing al BLE-44,
(Gali Mo.B. Gilanjai Park, Wast Sagarpr,
SouthWest, New Delhi 110046 have
gengred Bl refabipns afih ther son S0
Puneil Lakn and s wils SmiL Al Kiran
Fujur Dl ‘GBefestn Kujur-and deowned
tham from: all their immovable and
mavable properties dus 1o their
dischadiance afd bad bahouod, My
dianls shal mal resporsibla foe their any
acis and deads in Bny manner
whatsoeverin fujune

Soham P. Verma (Advocata)
Che Mo.BE, Sased Courl, New Dethi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given to public at large that
my client, M/s Urmil Information Technology
LLP, is purchasing PLOT NO. 29, SITUATED
ATBLOCKD, SECTOR 2,NOIDA, DISTRICT
GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR, UTTAR
PRADESH 201301 ["Property"], admeasuring
416 sq. mts., from Mrs. Jasmeet Kaur w/o
Mahinder Pal Singh, who is the owner of the
Property vide Transfer-cum-Sale Deed dated
25.04.2024 registered as Doc No. 2743, Book
No.1, Volume No. 9945, on Pages 163-196, at
the office of Sub-Registrar, Noida, who had,
earlier, purchased it from Mrs. Sangeeta
Magan D/o Late Sh. Baldev Raj Gadhok
(proprietor of Shivani Wheels, who expired on
25.02.2000) & Late Smt.Punam Gadhok (who
expired on 07.01.2024).Any person(s) having
any objection(s), claim(s), or interest of any
nature whatsoever in respect of the said
Property is hereby called upon to notify the
undersigned at the contact details provided
below within seven (7) days from the date of
publication of this notice. Failing which, it shall
be presumed that there are no such objections
or claims, and the transaction shall proceed
accordingly.This notice is issued in the interest
of the general public and to notify the intended
sale ofthe above-mentioned Property.
Krishna Datta Multani, Advocate
Multani Law Chambers
A-285, Defence Colony, New Delhi-110024
Email - krishna@multanilawchambers.com
Mob-+91-9999997189

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AT LARGE HEREBY INFORM
THAT ON BEHALF OF MY CLIENT SH.
KISHAN GUPTA, S/o LT. DAYA SHANKAR
GUPTA, R/O RZ-B/122 DABRI
EXTENSION EAST, PALAM VILLAGE,
SOUTH WEST, NEW DELHI-110045, THAT
MY ABOVE-NAMED CLIENT HAS
DEBARRED AND DISOWNED HIS SON
NAMELY SH. ATUL GUPTA AND HIS
WIFE NAMELY KANCHAN, FROM ALL
HIS MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES BECAUSE OF THEIR
CORDIAL AND NON-CARING BEHAVIOR
TOWARDS MY CLIENT KISHAN GUPTA
AND HIS FAMILY, NOW MY ABOVE
NAMED CLIENT AND HIS FAMILY HAVE
SEVERED ALL SOCIAL RELATIONS
WITH HIS SON ATUL GUPTA AND HER
WIFE KANCHAN, WOULD HAVE NO
CONCERN WITH AND IN ANY MANNER
WHATSOEVER. IF ANY PERSON DEALS
WITH THE SAID ATUL GUPTA AND HER
WIFE KANCHAN, IN ANY WAY OR IN
ANY MANNER, HE/SHE WOULD BE
DOING SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND
CONSEQUENCES. MY CLIENT AND HIS
FAMILY SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR
ANY OF THEIR ACTS/DEEDS/ ILLEGAL
ACTIVITIES, CIVIL/ CRIMINAL
PROCEEDINGS.

Sd/-

ASHISH SINGH

ADVOCATE

OFFICE AT: F-5/2, MODEL TOWN,
DELHI-09

Iy e, WS SARBATL WD LATE. 2R
KIGHAN SiNGH, RID BLOCK A, HORISE
MO 63, MAT BASTI, DEVLI VILLAGE.
PUSHES, BHAWAN, DELH-11D0EZ, has
disowned and debamed her son and
daughter-in-law 18 SH. SONU S0 LATE
SH: KISHAN SINGH, RO HOUSE MO
46 DEVLI VILLAGE, S0UTH DELHI-
110082, slorg with hiz l2gal heir, from all
ko movatle and immovable properdies
wilth immadiate affecl, She has siso
severed Al relatons with SO0MU doato his
cordnuiusg maconducl, SScbEdience
mishehaviour, which hawe causad
immense menlal digiress and
Farnssments lamy dient
Ay ona-daaling with Sond i eny manner
shal do &3 & heir o cost ik and
respons el My dient shak nol be hald
liabike far anmy adks, Cesds or llablilies
incurresdfy Fm
Ameish Malik [Advocale)
Che Mo 816 Sakal Court Neaw Dak-17

PILIE MO

iy chenl Sanjay Jethwani S0 Late 55,
G.T Jattnwani Rfo 38-T/E. Firsl Flooe,
Ramesh Megar, New Delhi-110015|
plachasng the Property baaning b 44,
Wishal Enclave, New Delhi-110027 (&g
mEasuring <00 9. Yards) Genaral Pub 1e|
% haraby informed that in case of any
disputadiligetan ar claiming regarding tha|
said propanly please informiconisct wishin|
T days from the dass ofMoSce, ofherwisa i
Wl De presumed thal Mo Clm any per wan|
lanybody regarding sard proparly.|
Manvendra K. Tripathi [Advocaie) Th Ne |
A5, ML.C. Satslvad Lawyers Chambers,|
{Suprams Caurt, Dehi

| Public Maotice

| Bail kncaen 1ol cur chenl Feena, Wit
|Yashoeap Shokeen. Rin 33015 Ashok
| Mhalfa Namghal, Dedhi-110041 is qoing
{io purchasa propedty bearing no. 5-21,
| Will Nangla Bahrampisr Pargana Dadr
|The & Disi, Gautam Buddh Magar,
{Khata ro {13, Feld kol7 ama 07973
|na &Fiakd Mo 5% anes 00675 ha, tus
|iri ot v fields with tetal ares ©B643
{Sec-135, Fioea Fanrs, Maids Tioen &3
|awner Sushila Bharfia w'o Vikam
|Bharia Rin 2717, Foeesl Lama, Pow
!Sar.;- Exin MO by vithse al ihe sals
{deed. Further any body having ry sort
|l irteresl o flan in 2340 proparty thers-
lal zan file Mahear cEfeclions wilsn 153
| diays of publicasion. Faling which same
{=hal o ba binding upon my dienl
[Ramesh Chand {Ade), Enell ne 0-11308

PUBLIC HNOTICE

Under relnactions an beball of my cienls; the)
geneml public is heteby rfocmed thal %h,)
Jata Shankar Jha 5 5h Sadaard e R
188, DOA Flats, Purjabi Bagh Enclym,|
Paschm Yihar, Mew Do £ has chsmamadi]
dotamad his son, M. Chandan Jha 56 2h|
Jala Sharkar Jha B 3098 8GE Paschim
vihar, How Dalhi-110083, fom al of hisl
jmonmabie and mmaoveatin properies & ceased)
\all elabions wilth him doe bo His misoehaviar &|
tiad hahiss towsrds my clionl. Therelon. any
nudicial or onthy ergaging in'deslings with|
Mr. Chandan Jha o eatending any fomm off
transachional mvnhmmant wath kim wil oo sl
antralr al their ow rigk H:.' ciant anplicriby
Asclaims any responsibiity o liabiity for ary|
actions or fransactions undertaken by himin A
manmer whatsnaver. Manvendra K. Tripaghi)
{Adwocale) Ch ka5, M.C. Setpbvadi
Lawryers Chambers. Supeamea Coort, Defhl

My cien| Sanjay Jethwanl Sio Late 35
G.T Jabinwvani Rio 3B-TIB, Firsl Flode,|
Ramesh Magar, New Delhi-110015
purchasing the Frapemy Daanng r-;::f
House neS, Road Mo, 26, Easl Punjabi
Bagh, Mew Dethi-1100256 Area measunng|
885 40, Yards) General Public is herehy|
nfcemed that in case of amy dispubai|
itigation or claiming regardng ihe said|
property please nfomicordact within 7|
dans fram fha dabe of Nalica, olliénsise il
will b presumad that Mo Claim any|
persorvarmdiody regarding sasd propery.|
Manvendra . Tripathi (advocalal Ch Mo |
315, M.C.S=lalvad Lawyers Chambers,|
Suprame Cairl, Dehl

&
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The last date for submission of fresh application and updation
of already applied application in online mode is 29.08.2025.,
For detail, visit University Website www.mjpru.ac.in.

M.J.P. Rohilkhand University, Bareilly U.P. (India)

The advertisement No. A-01/2021, A-02/2021,
A-03/2021 and A-04/2021 and it's subsequent
corrigendum dated 30.10.2021, 05.12.2022 and 12.06.2024 is
readvertised again for remaining unfilled vacancies.

REGISTRAR

0-561

Letter No. 1648
1st Corrigendum

partial modification of TCN has been made as follows:

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, RAYAGADA

Email ID-ccerwcrayagada@gmail.com

In Continuation to this office bid identification No. NCB-13/RWCRGDA/2025-26 invited vide this office letter No-1450 dated 15.07.2025

Date: 06.08.2025

SL | Item Time schedule as per
No. Original TCN

Time schedule as per
Corrigendum Notice

1 |Availability of tender online for bidding

2 |Date & time of seeking tender clarification if any

Dt.23.07.2025 at 11.00 A.M. to
Dt. 12.08.2025 Up to 5.00 PM.

| Dt.11.08.2025 Up to 5.00 PM. |

Extended up to 5.00
PM of 06.06.2025

Dt.05.06.2025 Up to 5.00 P.M.

3 |Date & time of opening of tender (Technical Bid)

Dt.16.08.2025
Up to 5.00 PM.

Date of Submission of original documents such as Bid
Security, Cost of Bid document Affidavit. and (this date
should be not later than three working days after the opening
of Technical Qualification part of the bid).

Date & time of opening of tender (Price Bid)

"5 | Date & time of opening of tender (Price Bid)

successful bidders

Dt.13.08.2025 At 11.00 A.M.

Will be intimated later on to the | Will be intimated later on to the

Dt.09.06.2025 At 11.00 A.M.

Will be intimated later on
to the successful bidders

successful bidders

All other terms & conditions will remain unchanged.

OIPR-25196/11/0027/2526

Sd/-
Chief Construction Engineer
Rural Works Circle, Rayagada

(A= ¥o—o2/2025)

ol A @ [ Rl & T el H S ) T
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Regarding Document Verification
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12.08.2025,

ﬁ DIVISIONAL OFFICE, MEERUT

Wabsite: www. kvic.govin

KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION
Minlstry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, Govermnment of India
e Mear Old Chungl, Garh Road, Meerut-250001,
~ Tel, No. 0121-2653288, E-mail: domeerut kvic@gov.in, kvicromi@gmail.com

£ o

LT
=

Garh Road, Meerut, U.P. 250001.

the Khadi

their own risk and consequences.

We, KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION (KVIC),
are statutory body registered under the Act of Parliament (No. 61
of 1956 as amended by Act No 12 of 1987 & Act No 10 of 2006),
having its head office at Gramodaya, 3, Irla Road, Vile Parle (W),
Mumbai -400 056, India and Divisional office near Old Chungi,

It is hereby brought to the notice of the general public and other
individual that KVIC provides financial and technical assistance to
the Societies and Charitable Trusts (commonly known as 'Khadi
Institutions') for undertaking Khadi and Village Industries
programmes/activities on the strength of mortgage of their
immovable properties created in favour of KVIC. Not only has land
been given for charitable purposes, but a slew of measures of
welfare support have been extended over years from Government
funds, which is itself repository of taxpayer remittances to the
Country/State, Therefore, KVIC, representing the public interest,
holds authority on these assets created for specific use.

Members of the public are hereby cautioned that the properties of
Khadi Institutions should not be purchased or taken on lease from
Institutions without the written consent of KVIC.
Anybody who is purchasing the properties of Khadi Institutions
without obtaining the written consent of the KVIC will be doing it at

If anyone comes to note such malpractice, he/she, is requested to
report to KVIC and jurisdictional Revenue authority.

Director

Nalanda Dance Research Centre's

NALANDA NRITYA KALA MAHAVIDYALAYA
(Autonomous)
Plot A-7/1, N.5. Road No. 10, .V.P.D. S5cheme,
Vile Parle (W), Mumbai- 400 049,

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE FOLLOWING POST
FROM THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2025- 26,

UTTAR PRADESH MEDICAL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LTD.
(A Gowvernmanl of Utlar Pradesh Undertaking)

Tender Notice
Tender Ref.No: UPMSCL/Drugs-237/13  Dated: 07/08/2025
e-TEMDER FOR SUPPLY 01 DRUGS

Online tenders are invited from Ncensed manofaclurers lor
suppdy of drugs to UPMSCL. The details of tender, list of tems
and Tender Documents are made available on wubsimi
https:/etender.up.nic.in and www.upmsc.in, The last datetime |

AIDED upt 15:00 Hrs.
(Second Advertisement)
Sr. No. Cadre " No. of Post Category
1. Principal 01 01- OPEN

The Advertisement is approved subject to the final decision in the Writ Petition No.

12051/ 2015.

The above postisopentoall however candidates from any category can apply for the pasts.

Reservation for women will be as per University Circular No, BCC/H6/74/1998 dated 10th
March, 1998.4% reservation shall be for the persons with disability as per University
Circular No. Special CellICC/2019-20/05 dated 05th July, 2019.

Candidates having knowledge of Marathi will be prafered,

"Qualification, Pay Scales and other requirement are as prescribed by the UGC
Notification dated 18th July, 2018, Government of Maharashtra Resolution No. Misc-
2018/ C.R.56/18/UNI-1, dated 8th March, 2019 and University circular No.
TAASHCT)NCD/2018-19/1241, dated 26th March, 2019 and revised from time to time" The
Qualification for Principal Post should bein the relevant (DANCE) field. The Government
Resolution & Circular are available on the website mu.ac.in

Applicants who are already employed must send their application through proper channel
Applicants are required to accountfor breaks if any in their academic career,

Application with full details should reach the PRESIDENT, Nalanda Dance Research
Centre's, Nalanda Nritya Kala Mahavidyalaya (Autonomous) Plot A-T/1, N.S. Road No. 10,
JV.P.D. Scheme, Vile Parle (W), Mumbai- 400 049, within 15 days from the date of publication
ofthis advertisement. This is University approved advertisement.

or

Sdi-
PRESIDENT

of anline submission of the tender documents is 28/08/2025

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
CcopYy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents,
damage incurred as aresult of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
entering
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in
manner whatsoever.

Managing Director
UPMSCL Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Department of Medical Health & Family Welfare, Uttar Pradesh

"IMPORTANT"™

Indian
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CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5))
To
Sheel Bhalla

FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. __ 1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admitthe claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against
your person or property, or both. ;"'\I

STAMP

No. 2

CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To

Chaman Lal Bhalla
FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. ___ 1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admitthe claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which mgybe against

your person or property, or both. X
STAMP |
i

No. 2

CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To

Sanjeev Bhalla
FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
supportof your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. __ 1. Should you apprehend your withesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admit the claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against

your person or property, or both.
STAMP ]

s

No. 2
CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To
Arjun Bhalla

FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. __ 1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admitthe claim, you should pay the money into Courttogether with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against
_l'"i-

our person or property, or both.
your p property, fSTAMP,-
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No. 2
CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To

Poonam Bhalla
FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. __ 1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admit the claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against

your person or property, or both.
STAMP |

No. 2

CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To

Abhishek Bhalla
FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. ___ 1. Should you apprehend your witnesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admitthe claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against

your person or property, or both. f’\
)

No. 2

CIVIL COURT PUNE MAHARASHTRA
IN THE COURT OF Smt. S. N. Hurgat

18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE, Pune City, Pune.

SUMMONS FOR SETTLEMENT Spl.C.S./1544/2024
OF ISSUES Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja Vs Chaman Lal Bhalla
NEXT DATE: 02-09-2025
(0.5,R.1,5.)
To

Varsha Laxmi Kant
FLAT/HOUSE NO.285, SFS RAJOURIAPARTMENTS, MAYAPURI,NEW DELHI

Whereas Sanjay Gopichand Jasuja has instituted a suit against
you for you are hereby summoned to appear in this Court in person, or
by a pleader duly instructed, and able to answer all material questions
relating to the suit, or who shall be accompanied by some persons able
to answer all such questions, on the 02-09-2025 at 11:00 o'clock in the
forenoon, to answer the claim; and further you are hereby directed to file
on that day a written statement of your defence and to produce on the said
day all documents in your possession or power upon which you base your
defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any
otherdocumentwhetherin your possession or power or not, as evidencein
support of your defence or claim for set-off or counter-claim, you shall enter
such documents in a list to be annexed to the written statement.

Take notice that, in default of your appearance on the day before
mentioned, the suit will be heard and determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court, this 06-08-2025
18TH JOINT CJSD AND ADDL CJM PUNE

Notice. __ 1. Should you apprehend your withesses will not attend of
their own accord, you can have a summons from this Court to compel the
attendance of any witness, and the production of any document that you
have a right to call on the witness to produce, on applying to the Court and
on depositing the necessary expenses.

2. If you admit the claim, you should pay the money into Court together with
the costs of the suit, to avoid execution of the decree, which maybe against

your person or property, or both.
STAMP

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Mo. 5 AP/2025-26/ Date : 30.07.2025

E-AUCTION SALE PROGRAMME of SCRAP IN SECR

The auction Schedule Program for thrae months from Sept-2025 1o Nov-
2025 is a5 under -

[A] Sept - 2025

GED/ BSP/ Raipur! Magpur! GsD/
Raipur Division Division Divizion NGP
_08.09.2025 | 03.09.2025 | 09.08.2025 | 10.09.2025 | 04.09.2025
16.00.2025 | 11.08.2025 17.09. 2025 18082025 | 12.09.2025
29.00.2025 | 24002025 | 25092025 | 26.00.2025 | 23.09.2025

[B] Oct - 2025
GaED/ BSP/ Ralpur! MNagpur! G50/
Raipur Division Division Division NGF
07102025 | 06.10,2025 8.0, 2025 Q9. 10,2025 10,10, 2025
14.10.2025 | 13.10.2025 | 15.10.2025 | 16.10.2025 | 17.10.2025 |
31.10.2025 | 29.10.2025 | 28.10.2025 | 30.10.2025 | 24.10.2025
[C] Nov - 2025
Gsh/ B3P/ Raipur! Nagpur GSDr
Raipur Division Division Division NGP
07112025 | 04.11.2025 06.11,2025 10.11.2025 | 03.11.2025
17.11.2025 | 13.11.2025 14.11.2025 18.11.2025 12.11.2025
28112025 | 2511.2025 | 26.11.2025 | 27.11.2025 | 24.11.2025

Plzase wisil website - wowwiireps.govinfe-Auction for detfalls of e-Auction

schadule and e-Calalogua.

Auction will start at 10:00 AM and may be continued next day, If considerad

MECEsEary.

+  Material shall be disposed off on “as is where is basis”

¢+  Available at GEDRaipur & Divisions st (Bilaspur, Magpurand Raipur),

+  Type of materal; Scrap Rail, Cast lron, P, Way Scrap, Meliing, M3,
condemnad ralling stock, Non-Ferrous such as caopper, Aluminum,
Batteries and abandoned structure etc.

+ For detailed Auctlon calalogus, please see the Weabsita :
www ireps, gov. infe-Auction.

AMM-I, For Principal Chief Material Manager,

2.E.C. Rallway, Bilaspur

B o -
X @secrall

CPRIMO{214
K] South East Central Railway

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
S¢. DEEEMUNGZE for and on behalf of Presidant of India, Invites open e-tandar for the
ugsder nabed waork |
1 [Tender Motice Mo, | RT232-EH-EMU-WC-09-24-25
2 |Mame | Provision of nstallation of CCTY Camera for survelllance, avalding thef
ofthe |miscreant, fire and monidorng maintenance Activities in EMU Car Shed
work | GZE,
3 |Tendercost HiL
4 |Approximate cost Rs. 32, 83,430 53 inclusive of GST

5 |Earnest Money Rs. 65, 700.00 {onfine paymeni mode avsilable on
IREPS wabsita]

12 Monihs
Gl days
Q8082025 14:53 Hrg

i |Complation pariod

7 |Validity of offor

8 |Date & Time from lender
advertized on IREPS website
9 |Date & Time from tender
submission start and end

10| Tender closing Date & Time|01.09.2025 11:00 Hrs.

11|Date & Time of tander
Dpening (immediately when
tender submission ends)
Mote 1 : All participant Tenderer/ Tenderars will submit their requisiie documents alang
with their tender offer. Mo post tender comespondence for submission of addibonal
document shall be enfertained after opaning of the tender. Even suo-mofo post tender
lattars of the fendars shall ba trealed as null & void®. Mote 2 ¢ DupScale documants
should nof be enclosed/up loaded. Tender BMotice 1= avadable on websie of
wiww lreps gavin Mo, RTZ32-EN-EMU-WC-08-24-25 Date : 08.08, 2025 2430/2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

T8.08.2025 to 01.08.2025 11:00 Hrs

01092025 1100 Hrs

ST uTerd AREAr &1 HrAaiag,

T s faam, s gHsd 9ihrl
LERLE

S0 BT gNT JIMHET 5— Acadmiai-d
qAdeT SHET gar Hen-  16/R1/2024-
25/RWD/EE/BOKARO f2=1isp — 24.07.2025
ST gAEEN gdt # WoanNoT0—358166 Rural
Work Department (25-26)% D & &R UdhIi3rd
frfaer & & Yo (2) dgarde | fAfagr yamem
&1 fafsr— 29.07.2025 & w9 o fafdy — 12.08.
2025, HHI® Ho (3) s—FAfaar wfta = aifem fafy
— 08.082025 & ¥ UX fafdr — 21.08.2025,
FHHIE 0 (4) FfEsT @ra= &7 7 — 11.08.2025
& I 9 oS — 23.08.2025 TeT WG Ud 3

1Y ITc] FUTEd e | e e
arfior & faer &l uned, arEmnt
PR 359174 (Rural Development)25-26"D

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR VACANCIES AT

e

AGRA SMART CITY LIMITED
AGRA NAGAR NIGAM, AGRA
Advertisement No: 391/ASCL/2025-26 Dated: 07/08/2025
Agra Smart City Limited (ASCL) is seeking suitably qualified people to submit Expressions of Interest (EQI) for the following

Candidates fulfilling the above-menlioned criteria must:
following link. https:/agrasmartcity.in/careers/

growthmoedeconsulting@agmail.com
kalyanif@growthmode.co.in
mrkEigrowthmode.co.in
agrasmartcitylimitedi@gmail.com

1. Filf employment form along terms and conditions available on

2. 5end fully filled employment form, complete CV and contact details to:

vacancy:
Designation | No. of Minimum Minimum Experience Monthly
Posts Qualifications Salary
Public 01 |Post graduate]| e Minimum 5 years of professional experience in public relations /| 45K -
Engagement degree in mass| corporate communication / Media Management / Journalism. BOK
Officer communication/| Candidates having some experence of working with any government
journalism/social| organization will be preferred.
work/ development| » Experience of managing Social Media for any organization is essential.
studies from a| e Ability to draft clearly and concisely, ideas and concepts in written and
recognized| oralform;specific skills in writing press releases and articles/stories for
university or| printandelectronic media;
institute e Ability to synthesize diverse information and preparing high guality,
professional and timely reports,
o Self-driven with a high degree of responsiveness and proactivity
e Excellent communication and inter personal skills
HOW TO APPLY LASTDATE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:

22" August 2025 by 5 p.m.

FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATIONS KINDLY
CONTACT:
Growthmode Consulting Limited
+81 8008804997, +91 8008804991, +91 934667 3068
Company Secretary
Agra Smart City Limited
Agra

®) Metro Railway, Kolkata

Corrigendum-1 against

remain unchanged and details to be viewed on www.ireps.gow.in
NIT Header

Open Tender Notice No. S&T/Works/27-2025
Marne of Waorks | S&T work in connection with alteration of yard layout at Sahid Khudiram Station of Metro Railway, Kolkala. The tender closing date

Item Modified

Field Namea

Item
Description

Schedule-A
ftem 16
box (G
both side,
Charge) as per RDS0 Drg

| lakhs or as perextant policy.

Field Name Existing Value Modified Value
Earnest Money (INR) 52500.00 | 50000.00
Advertise value (INR) 2624899.15 | 2501122.15
MNIT Schedule

Existing Value

| "Supply of hall size apparatus case (As per as per RDSO

drawma No. RDEQIS-11507). This Includes supply of location

P 'Igpejl with 'E' type lock & key, fitted on location door on

Type lock (ward Mo will be specified by Engineer-in

Mo. 5A 3376 and Key to

3377 as per RDS0O drawing No. RDS0/5-11507. Inspection: I:I%

RITES if value of item in work more than 5 lakhs or as per extan
E{D“% (rLLE Consignee subject to

ECOMMENDED LIST OF FIRMS FOR MECHANICAL

SIGMNALLING ITEMS if value of whole item In work less than 5

Modified Value

"Su;;gg of half size ﬂ:pamms case (As peras
per ROSO drawing Ne, RDSO/S-11507), This
includes slrEplj.' of location box (GKP type) with
'E' type lock & key, fitted on location door on
both side, E Type lock (ward No will be
?emfi&d I:ug Engineer-in Charge) as per RDS0
rg. No. 5A 3376 and Key to Dro. No. 3377 as
from Fer RDS0O drawing No. RDS0O/S 11507
nspection: Ennaiﬂnee subject lo procurement
from RECOMMENDED LIST OF FIRMS FOR

MECHANICAL SIGNALLING ITEMS

rg. Mo,

racurement

Schedule-A
Item 28

Itemn
Description

reflective sheat (TYPE -IV) includin
fixing them on existing post par DRG.
and as per standar
valua of itern in work mora than 5 lak

item in work lessthan 5 la
| Railway Board.”

| "Supply, Fabrication and Fixing of Ratro reflective
Momenclature Board of size 254 mm x 358 mm made of 2mm
thick aluminium sheeat & high intensity prlﬁmatuc (hip) grade retro
ixin
. 0. 5& .
practice, insﬁectmn. (WRDEQ/RITES if
&, [il) Consignes subject to

procurement from RDS0 aﬁﬁmuad vandors if value of whole
5 as per extant instructions by

"Supply, Fabrication and Fixing of Retro
reflactive Nomenclature Board of size 254 mm
% 358 mm made of 2mm thick aluminium sheet
& high intensity prismatic (hip) grade ratro
reflactive shea 15 YPE -IV) including fixing
arrangament for fixing them on existing pos
par DRG. ND. S&T/SDAH/EK-1386 and as per
standard practice. Inspection; Consignee
Sul::ﬁacl to procurament from RDE0 approved
vendors.

arrangament for
TISDAHISK-1386

Schedule-A
Ttem 30

ftem

Description | Signalling System as per SIS

0.6 Amp to 4 Amp capacities whi

work mora than 5 fak

than S lakhs or as per extant policy.”

"Supply of Fuse auto changeover system for use in Railwa
209 2012 Ver 2.0 wit
latest amendments. One Automatic Changeover Unit comprise
32 nos. of external Non- Deteri::-ratinrg_lTypﬂ or "G type fuses from

are in signalling circuils.

System shall have 8 cards with monitorin
fuzes in cne card. Insﬂectinﬂ:r_i} ROSOMRITES: if value of item in
g (i) Consignee; subject to procurement

from RDSO approved vendors if value of whole item in work less

"Supply of Fuse auto changeover system for
use In Hailway Signalling System as per
RDSO/SPN/A209 2012 Ver.2.0 with latest
amendments. One Automatic Changeover
Unit comprise 32 nos. of external Non
Deteriorating Type or 'G" type fuses from 0.6
Amp to 4 Amp capacities which are insignallin
circuits. System shall have 8 cards with
monitoring arangement of 4 fuses in one card.
Inzpection:Consignee.

arrangement of 4

Schedule-A

Item 34 Description | mu

RDSORITES if value of i

extant instructions by Railway Board."

Item | "Sulf-plggﬂ ¥ 16 Sg.mm. (Red/Black/Green as per raquirement)

I strand copper power wire with lug as per 15: 6
latest, 126 conductor each dia 0.40mm +/- 0.07 with insulation
thickness of 1.0°'mm and nominal conduckor resistance of 1.21
ohmskm and test parameters as per ED30 Specn.No. |RS:5
76/88(Amnd.3) or latest. Color of the wire which is required will

i . m in work more than 5 lakhs
Consignee subject to procurement from RDSO approve
vendors if value of whole item in work less than 5lakhs as per

be specified by the En?eme&: incharge. Inspection: {(Ij ga!ameters as per RDS0 Specn.Mo.R5:5
i

"Bupply of 1 x 16 Sg.mm. (Red/Black/GGreen as
per fe?uirementﬁ multi strand u:-::-p|l:uer POWER
wire with lug as per |5; 694: 2010 or latest, 126
conductor each dia 0.40mm +/- 0.07 with
insulation thickness of 1.0 mm and nominal
conductor resistance of 1.21 chms/km and test

2010 or

B/a9{Amnd.3) or Iatest. Color of the wire
which 15 required will be specified by the
Engineer incharge. Inspection: Consignees
subjé:ct to procurement from RDS0 approved
vendors.

Schedule-A "Releasing of zignalin

Item 35

Item
Description

cablesuad cable of all types of core
sizes. Mote- This include transportation of all released cables to
Railway store at Moapara Carshed." Inspection Consignee

"Releasing of signaling cables/Quad cable of
all types of core sizes. Mote- This include
transportation of all released cables to Railway
store at Moapara Carshed.”

Schedule-A
Item 49

Item
Description

Mew programming of EPROM at KSKD MSDAC ACE.

Mew programming of EPROM at KSKD
MSDACACE.

Inspaction]Consignea)

Schedule-&

Item 49 Item Qty 4

Schedule-A

ltem 54 Item 51. No. 55

54

Conditions

Condition
Type

Spacial

Condition

Description

' Payment shall be made on a{;::Eum basi
as cartified by SSESigKKVS/IC, Metro

for the work done during ﬂ[%
; -5 3 Hallway, Kolkata, Invoicein
and Challan in Triplicate to be submitted. Inspection Certificate issued by
consignea/RDS0N3rd party as applicable to be submitted.

New ltems Added

‘Ennﬁrmalinn Remarks
Required Allowed

Manths | Mo No
uphicate

Docs.
Upload

Mot
Allowed

2 Spacial
Condition

be made by ASTE/SSTE.

Measurement Book - will be filled by SSE/SigKVS/IC and 20 % tes! check will Mo Me

M

b e

Documents

Sl No. Document Description File Name

P e e

Condition
Type

1 GCC 2022 with CS upto 10 GCCwithcorrectionslipupto10.pdf
2 Tender Document TDforKSKDyardalteration-27-2025. pdf
3 KSKD SIP KSKDAPPSIP. pdf

NIT Condition Items Deleted

Description

5.Mo. Code

1 Schedule-A I

lem 54 with equipmen

1 Spadcial Paymant shall ba mada on account basis for the work done during 09 Months as certified by S5E/Sig/O&N/IIC, Metro
Condition Railway, Kolkata. Invoice in Duplicate and Challan in Trplicate to be submitted. Inspection Certilicate issued by
consignea/RDS0/3rd party as applicable to ba submitted,
2 C%E}%ﬂi'%ln Measuremant Book - will be fillad by SSE/SigIO&MIC and 20 % test check will ba mada by ASTE/SSTE.
|
NIT Schedule

"Dismanfiing/Releasing of the existing outdoor signalling items such as CLS unit with
including calling on, A marker, depandent shunt if anyflever frames (5 levers setybatte
lock instruments/ domino panel/point machines /mechanical pointtAF TC/DACIRelay rack with relays/CT
Fack, etc. All these unit will be counted as one no. along with their accessones. This includes the cost of transportation of
releazed makerial from site to Railway Scrap Depot/Noapara Signal Store or consignee store. Note: 1) Before start of the
dismantiing, a detailed list of the matenals which are to be dismantled to pe Fre
It also includes dismantling of S&T gears at IB hut & LT gates in that bloc
instructed by the Site Engineer."Inspection Consignee.

ltem Description

osts along with base & ladder
ox with equipmentflocation box

red & handed over to the site engineer. 2}
section if exists and other equipment as

File Mamea

1 TDforKSKDyardalteration 27-20251.pdf

Tender Documents

Document Description

Tender Document

Dy Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer/Sig

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .
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MOU—INDIAN COAST GURAD

Indian Coast Guard & Indian Rubber Materials Research
Institute signed a MoU recently at Coast Guard HQs, New
Delhi, for collaboration with an aim to promote indi-
genisation of specialised marine rubber & composite
products. The MoU was signed by IG Sudhir Sahni, TM,
DDG (MM), Indian Coast Guard & Dr. K Rajkumar, Director,
IRMRI in the august presence of JS, DPIIT, Sanijiv.

CORPORATE BRIEFS

PROGRAM— BIS

A special awareness program was organized by the BIS atthe
District Collectorate Office, Gopeshwar (Chamoli), recently.
The objective of the program was to make district level officers
& departmental personnel aware of Indian Standards (IS
Standards) & to promote compliance with BIS standards to
ensure quality & public safety in their areas of work.

-~ &
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CONSULTANCYSERVICES WAPCOS
A delegation from Uzbekistan, led by Sadillaev Shokhruhali Sharofovich, Director of JSC "Bukhoro Suv

SUPPLY—SAIL

SAIL continues to play its pivotal role in defence indigenization by supplying critical-grade steel for INS Ajay, launched by

GRSE & INS Nistar, commissioned by HSL in July, 2025. SAIL
has supplied the entire quantity of special DMR grade steel plates
for INS Ajay ensuring structural integrity & stealth performance.
INS Ajay is the eighth & final vessel in the indigenously built Anti-
Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft.

Taminoti", called on RK Agrawal, CMD, WAPCOS. The Company is currently providing consultancy services
in Bukhara Region for “Detailed Design and Estimate Documentation for Sewerage System Construction
works” under the Bukhara Region Water Supply & Sewerage Project funded by AllB. The discussions were
focused on the ongoing project implementation progress & possibilities of future collaboration. Sharofovich
expressed his appreciation on the current progress of work being carried out by WAPCOS.

BOOK FAIR—ITPO
Smt. Rekha Gupta, CM, NCT of Delhi inaugurated the Delhi Book
Fair (August 6-10, 2025) Hall No 12 &12A, Bharat Mandapam,

MOU—NBCC

NBCC & the Department of Posts have signed a MoU to transform dormant postal lands into bustling modern hubs
of development. The MoU was signed by Parimal Sinha, DDG
(Estates & MM, DoP & Pradeep Sharma, ED (Engg.), NBCC
in the august presence of Jitendra Gupta, DG DoP, KP Maha-
devaswamy, CMD, NBCC, Dr. Suman Kumar, Dir.(Commercial)
NBCC &the senior officials from both side were also present.

New Delhi. Present on the occasion were Kapil Mishra, M/o Art,
Culture & Language, NCT of Delhi, PS Kharola CMD, ITPO, N
Gupta, President, FIP P Lal, ED, ITPO, Lt. Col. H Kondilya, OSD,
ITPO & senior government officials.

MEETING— BSNL
M/o Communications, Jyotiraditya M. Scindia, chaired a

review meeting with BSNL's CGMs in New Delhi. This high-
level meeting, convened, reviewed BSNLs operational

MOU—BANK OF BARODA

BOB has signed a MoU with the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India to provide a customised web-based payment
solution— ‘FSSAI Payment Solution’. The MoU was signed by Cdr S Aggarwal, Dir, FSSAI, & Ms Mini TM, CGM & Zonal

Head, New Delhi Zone, BoB, inthe presence of Ms. Rachna Mishra, ¢
GM, Govt Relationship, M.V.S Sudhakar, DGM (Business Develo-
pment), Baljeet Singh, DGIM, Govt Relationship, New Delhi, SK Qjha,
DGM & RM, South Delhi Region & MK Mishra, DD, FSSAI.

progress, addressed regional challenges, & outlined the
strategy ahead for the company’s network & service
delivery. Alsoin attendance were MoS Communications
Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar, & other senior DoT officials.

MEETING—INDIAN OIL

The 52 nd meeting of the Town Official Language Implementation
Committee (TOLIC), Panipat, was organized at the Community

Transco Ltd.

SWACHHATA DRIVE— DELHI TRANSCO LTD.

Delhi Transco has not only been successfully illuminating National
Capital but has always been on forefront for its social obligations.
In its initiatives to keep its offices & other establishments
clean and garbage free; Delhi Transco will conduct month
long Swachhata Drive from 1st August 2025 to 31st August
2025. This Drive was started by Shurbir Singh, CMD — Delhi

Centre of the Refinery Township. The meeting was presided over
by ML Dahriya, ED & Refinery Head, Panipat Refinery & Petroch-
emical Complex (PRPC), Indian Qil. The meeting was graced by
several dignitaries on the dais, including Kumar Pal Sharma, Joint
Director (Implementation), Department of Official Language, M/o
Home Affairs, GOI; Sudhir Kumar Jha, ED, NFL; Sharad Agrawal, CGM & RH, NR Pipelines; Om Prakash, CGM
(HR); & Sanjay Kumar, GM (Employee Services). The program commenced with the Official Language song
and the ceremonial lighting of the lamp. Dr. AC Jha, Member Secretary, welcomed all guests.

INT'L FOOTWEAR FAIR —ITPO

VISIT—FLAG FOUNDATION

Maj Gen Ashim Kohli, SM (Retd) & CEO of FLAG
FOUNDATION OF INDIA recently visited Udaipur
Military Station to install a monumental flag at the
entrance of Udaipur Military Station, Ahmedabad -
Udaipur highway.

Featuring India’s export prowess in the leather, non-leather and
allied industries, the ITPO is holding the ninth edition of India
International Footwear Fair in Hall 5GF and Hall 6 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi from August 6 to 8, 2025. The event is
being organized in collaboration with the Confederation of Indian Footwear Industry (CIFI).

COLLABORATION—PHDDCI

SENIOR—TROIKAA PHARMACEUTICALS

In a significant interaction aimed at strengthening public-private

In a recent Seminar Dr. Ketan R. Patel, Chairman of Troikaa Phar-
maceuticals states that it's a company that has consistently delivered
globally recognized innovations designed to elevate the standard of

collaboration in the infrastructure sector, the leadership of the PHDCCI
met with Nitin Gadkari, M/o Road Transport & Highways.The
delegation, led by H Jain, President, & Dr. R Mehta, SG, held detailed

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
_’ {Hepd offier: PSEB Head office. The Mall Patinla)
-9 Corporate ldentity Somber: L410PEIN 0% KLY

Webile: www . pepclin (€ salsc Samber Sada =007 1500

| Tender Inquiry No. 668 GHTPEMC/SSMC-181/Vol-VIII

{ Dv. Cloel Enpinees Elecincal Mamienance Cirele, Gurmo Harpobind Thermul
 Mant. Lebhra Mohabbat, mvniies e-tender for Hotline (onlme) u..|~.h'||r' af 220
LY & 66 KV msalator strings, pofoelaim portion of swilchvard equilpamein .
CTe PT Breakers, Meblator e, sstalled a 220 K% ';h;l"'uh'l-ll-l'-ll GHTe
| Lehra Mohabbat as per detalled Soope of work imentloned in the lechnical
| spec el i
For detmiled NS00 & lender specilicabon please  neler 10
'hlllh'. I.'IHIH.'.PH:I:Ij.‘IL::H'I..-Ih {everm 0 3002 S B | 00K gim onwamds
| wole: Compendum and addendum, of any will be publised onling o
https:cproc.panjab.goy.in
. 2127 GHTP-bd 28

care for patients. “Innovation is not a milestone for us—it is a mindset,”
says Dr. Patel. Millions of patients have benefited from this innovative
patented offering over the years.major objectives of MoU.

Dated $-08-2025,

NASHIK MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
Rajiv Gandhi Bhavan, Sharanpur Road, Nashik - 422002
Solide Waste Management Department

ES:
E-Tender Notice No.05/2025-26

Name of Work:- Service of sweeping and cleaning of roads,
Public and Community toilets, River bank, Auditoriums and
NMC school Toilets in NMC area of 875 sweepers.
Interested tenderers should visit the website
https://mahatenders.gov.in for detailed information.

Sdi-
Commissioner | Administrator,
i Nashik Municipal Corporation

AT (AL T00 209y
fe.ow/0e /309y

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Neeraj, S/o Ram Marayan R/o YK Jhuggi Camp, Yamuna
Khadar, Near Hanuman Mandir, Mayur Vihar-1, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No0.336/2017 ul/s 354D/341/366/354B/376(2)
(N)/506/120B/34 IPC and 6/12 POCSO Act, P.S. Mayur Vihar,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Neeraj cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Meera] has absconded (or is concealing himself o
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Neeraj of

FIR No.336/2017 uls 354D/341/366/354B/376(2)

(N)Y/S06/M120B/34 IPC and 6/12 POCSO Act, P.5. Mayur Vihar,

Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint on or before 06.09.2025.

By QOrder,

Ms. Colette Rashmi Kujur

Addl|. Session Judge-06 (East), Special

Judge-POCS0 Act, Room No.77

DPM0485/ED/2025 Sixth floor, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

@&y GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA STl S

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
parsans Namely Ritik Gupta Slo Lt Sh. Surya Kant Gupta Rlo
G-262 Gali No.-4 Shastri Marg Chhajjupur Welcome, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. B0019664/24, U/s 380/411/ 34 IPC PS: Shahdara,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupaon
issued that the said accused Ritik Gupta cannat be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Ritik Gupta has absconded {or is concealing himself to
avold the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Ritik Gupta accused of
FIR No. B0019664/24, U/s 380/411/ 34 IPC PS: Shahdara,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complainton or before 09.12.2025. By Order

Ms. Swati Sharma
C.J.M., Room No. 59
Karkardooma Court Delhi

DP/10048/5HD/2025
' (Court Matter)

discussions with the Minister on key issues pertaining to India’s
transport & logistics ecosystem, including the need for accelerated
green mobility solutions, and greater industry engagement in highway & expressway projects.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Devendar @ Dev S/o Duli Chand, Rfe H.No.-46, J-3,
Neem Chowk Veer Bazar, Sangam Vihar, New Delhi, has
committed (or is suspected to have commitied) the offence in
FIR No. 1772022, UIS 457/380/411/34 IPC, PS Sunlight
Colony, South-East Distt., Delhi and it has been returned to
a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused
Devendar @ Dev cannot be found, and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Devendar @
Dev has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the

service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Devendar @ Dev the said
accused of FIR No. 17/2022, U/S 457/380/411/34 IPC, PS
Sunlight Colony, South-East Distt., Delhi, is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 08.09.2025. By Order
Ms.Adili Rao
Judicial Magistrate First Class-07,
South-East Disii, Room No.-508,
Saket Courls Complex, Mew Delhi

DP/10598/SE/2025
(Courl Matter)

HAME OF WEBSTTE OF THE BOARD MODAL OFFICER | COMTALT
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See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused
persons Namely Anuprag Aggarwal S/o Satish Aggarwal Rlo
0-36 Gali No. 8 Jyoti Colony Shahdara, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No.
232/19 Uis 174 A IPC PS: Shahdara, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Anuprag Aggarwal cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Anuprag Aggarwal has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant)

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Anuprag Aggarwal
accused of FIR No. 232/19 Uis 174 A IPC PS: Shahdara, Delhi
i5 required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complaint onor before 11.11.2025.

By Order

Ms. Swati Sharma

C.J.M., Room No. 59
Karkardooma Court Delhi

DP/10080/SHD/2025
(Court Matter)

POWER GRID has announced unaudited financial results for Q1FY26
ended 30th June 2025. For Q1FY26, on standalone basis company has
reported PAT of Rs. 3,653 Cr. & Total Income of Rs.11,257 Cr. registering
a YoY growth of 7% and 4% respectively. On consolidated basis, company
has reported PAT of Rs. 3,631 Cr. & Total Income of Rs.11,444 Cr.The
Company incurred a Capital Expenditure of Rs. 6,981 Cr. & capitalized
assets worth Rs. 1,683 Cr. (excluding FERV & including assets capitalized
as finance lease) on consolidated basis till Q1FY26. POWERGRID’s Gross
Fixed Assets on consolidated basis stood at Rs. 2,92,446 Cr. (including
Gross Lease Receivables) as on June 30, 2025.

HUDCO The HUDCO Board of Directors in its meeting held recently
approved the financial results for the first quarter of FY26 wherein
HUDCO continued to record outstanding performance. Loan
Sanctions stood at Rs. 34,224 Cr as against Rs 14,097 Crore which
is an increase of 143% (YoY) and the highest ever Q1 loan sanction.
Highest ever PAT of Rs 630.23 crore is an increase of 13% in the
Q1FY26 against Rs 557.75 crore in Q1FY25.

PNB Global Business grew by 11.6% on Y-0-Y basis to Rs.27,19,276 Cr
as onJune’25 from Rs. 24,36,929 Cr as on June’24.Global Deposits regi-
stered a growth of 12.9% on Y-0-Y basis to Rs.15,89,379 Cras on June’25
from Rs.14,08,247 Cr as on June’24. Global Advances increased by 9.8%
on Y-0-Y basis to Rs.11,29,898 Cr as on June’25 from Rs.10,28,682 Cr as
onJune’24.CD Ratio stood at 71.09% as on June’25 as against 71.28% in
March’25.GNPA ratio improved by 120 bps on Y-0-Y basis to 3.78% as on
June’25 from 4.98% as on June’24. NNPA ratio improved by 22 bps on Y-
0-Y basis to 0.38% as on June’25 from 0.60% as on June’24.

NTPC Renewable Energy Limited has emerged as the successful bidder
inthe e-reverse auction conducted by the SECI on August 4, 2025 for the
full capacity of 70,000 metric tonnes per annum (MT/Year) of Green
Ammonia. This is part of SECI’s larger tender for a total of 7.24 lakh
MT/Year of Green Ammonia, spread across 13 locations in India.

BLS International Services Lid., an Indian multi-national corp-
oration & a trusted global tech-enabled services partner forg-
overnments and citizens, announced its consolidated financial results
for thequarter ended 30 th June 2025. BLS International’s Revenue
multiplied 4.6x in the last 5 years from Rs. 478 Crores in FY21 to Rs.
2,193 Crores in FY25 while its Operating Profit multiplied 15.3x in the
same period from Rs. 41 Crores in FY21 to Rs. 629 Crores in FY25.
improvement in operating margins from 8.5% in FY21 to 28.7% in
FY25 underscores the company’s prudent financial management and
successful execution of growth strategies.

CITI The Confederation of Indian Textile Industry feels that the latest US
tariff announcement on July 31 has made more difficult what was already
a challenging situation for India’s textile & apparel exporters and expects
the government to come to the aid of the sector during this trying period.
CITl is of the view that the government facilitating the availability of raw
material at internationally competitive prices would prove a valuable
support to the textile sector in this regard.

Sarla_Chopra D.A.V. Public School Noida organlzed a
counseling session on the topic B9

"Together Against Bullying" initiated
by Ms.Savita Yadav (Psychology
teacher) with Class VIIl students.The
session aimed to sensitize students
to human emotions & make the 4
school campus bullying-free.The primary objective of the session was
to promote empathy & understanding among students & create a safe
& supportive environment in the school.Students learned about bullying
& its adverse effects through various activities.They shared their
experiences and apologized to their fellow students.

(SEE SECTION 82 Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) Fateh Ali Sfo Sh. Akram Ali R/o H. No. C-103,
Gali No. 10, Multani Danda, Paharganj, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 162/2019 Uls 420/419/34 IPC PS Prasad
MNagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a Warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused person(s) Fateh Ali
can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused personi(s) Fateh Ali has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Fateh Ali of case FIR No. 162/2019 U/s
420/419/34 IPC PS Prasad Nagar, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before dated 15.09.2025 By Order

Karanbir Singh
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02
Central District, Room MNo. 26

DP/10473/CD/2025

(Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPERTANCE OF ACGUSED PERS

See Section 82Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Person namely, Rohit @ Chinu, S/o: Sh. Ajeet Kumar, Rlo:
H. No. 1111, B- Block, Sec-28, Rohini, Deihi, {or is suspected
to have commitled) the offence in FIR No. 3945/2019, U/s
379/411/34 IPC, registered at P.5.: North Rohini, Delhi, and
the warrant has been retumed wnting upon that the said
accused, Rohit @ Chinu, cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction thal the said accused, Rohit @
Chinu, has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that
the said accused, Rohit @ Chinu, FIR No. 3945/2019, U/s
379/411/34 IPC, registered at P.S.: North Rohini, Delhi, is
required to appear before this court to answer the said
complainton or before 08.10.2025.

By Order

Ms. Ebbani Aggarwal, LD.

Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
North-West, Room No. 107, First Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/10539/RD/2025
(Court Matter)

(See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Arshad S/o Nadeem, R/o 685/11F, Khasra No.
349, Gali No. 8, Band Gali, Old Mustafabad, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in FIR No. 175/23 U/s 379/356/411/34 IPC, PS
Bhajanpura, Delhi and it has been returned to warrant
of arrest there upon issued that the said accused
Arshad cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Arshad
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made
that Arshad in FIR No. 175/23 U/s 379/356/411/34 IPC,
PS Bhajanpura, Delhi is required to appear before this
court to answer the said complaint on or before

10.09.2025.
By order
Shri Pankaj Rai
Judicial Magistrate First Class-01

DP/M0399/NE/2025 Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Neeraj, S/o Maman Singh Rf/o Pipeline ke
pass, Gali No. 5, Loni, Ghaziabad, UP has committed
or is suspected to has committed) the offence in case
IR No.292/2011, u/s 380/511/34 IPC, P.S. Shahdara,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Neeraj cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Neeraj has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Neeraj of FIR No.292/2011, u/s 380/511/34 IPC, P.S.
Shahdara, Delhi is required to appear before this Court
to answer the said complaint on or before 25.09.2025.

By Order

Ms. Swati Sharma

Chief Judicial Magistrate, Room No. 59
Third Floor, Shahdara District
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DP/10053/SHD/2025

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr, P.C./84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the
accused Deepak Jha @Deepu S/o Mukesh Jha, R/o H. No.
B-44/1, Gali No-01, Sadatpur Extension, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
977/2015 U/s 279/337/338 IPC, PS Khajuri Khas, Delhi and
it has been returned to warrant of arrest there upon issued
that the said accused Deepak Jha @Deepu cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said accused Deepak Jha @Deepu has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that Deepak Jha @Deepu in
FIR No. 977/2015 U/s 279/337/338 IPC, PS Khajuri Khas,
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the

said complaint on or before 11.09.2025.
By order

Ms Kanika Aggarwal
Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
Room No. 22, 1st Floor

DP/10383/NE/2025 Karkardooma Court, Delhi
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL
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===, BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION
s\ /8] Traffic (Com) Department, 2nd Floor, Shanthinagar TTMC,
s --"'JK.H. Road, Bengaluru-560027. Telephone No: 080-22537575

Website : www.mybmtc.com e-mail : ctmc@mybmtc.com

No. BMTC:CO:TR:COM1801:2044 :2025-26 Dated:08.08.2025
SHORT-TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION NO: 20/2025-26

(e-Procurement Platform)
Bengaluru Metropolitan Transport Corporation invites offers/bids from
the interested Persons/Agency for Fuel Outlet opening in the various
location of BMTC (Depot-10, Vacant Land at Roopena Agrahara near
Silk Board & Vacant land at M.S.Palya in front of Depot-45) bus stand
through e-procurement platform.

Date of Pre-Bid meeting 13.08.2025 at 11:00hrs | Place: Mini-Meeting hall,
4th Floor, Central Office,

| BMTC, Shanthinagar.

Last date & time for submission of bids is on |  25.08.2025 up to17:00hrs |

Opening of Technical bids is on 26.08.2025 at 17:05hrs |

RAJASTHAN HIGH COURT, JODHPUR

Notice Inviting Tender

No. HC/SK/Procurement/2025-26/16 Dated 30.07.2025
Bids for Rate Contract for Annual Comprehensive Maintenance (AMC) of Garden/
Lawns, Hedges, Shrubs, Plants and Potted Plants etc., in the office premises at
Rajasthan High Court Jodhpur, High Court Guest House (C-30 & C-42), Secretariat
Office of Hon'ble the Chief Justice, Secretariat Office of Hon'ble the Administrative
Judge at Jodhpur and Maintenance of Dense Forestation Area at RHC, Jodhpur are
invited from interested bidders upto 20.08.2025. Other particulars of bid may
be wvisited on the procurement portal (https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state and departmental

https://heraj.nic.in (Estimated Annual Cost of Tender is Rs. 1,21,00,000/-)

website

FEAT FIOME I, it e Wue-uaW AiehR

HH® - 963 et - 30.07.2025
Notice Inviting Bid - : 14/2025-26

Bid for the Purchase of various testing Major, advanced, General apparatus (Lab
equiptments) are invited from interested bidders upto 04.08.2025 [09:30 AM] to
12.08.2025 [06:00 PM] & Open date 13.08.2025 [11:00 AM], other particulars of the bid
may be visited on the procurement portal http://www.pwd.rajasthan.gov.in &
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state and departmental
website. The approximate value of the procurement is Rs. 406.66 Lakh.

UBN No. 1. PWD2526WSOB08540
2. PWD 2526 WSOB08541
3. PWD 2526 WSOB08542

DIPR/C/11077/2025

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
PWD Distt. Dn-i, Bikaner

UBN No. RHC 2526SLRC00016
Sd/-

DIPR/C/11045/2025 Registrar (Classification-II)

Opening of Financial bids is on To be Intimated later

Further details in this regard can be obtained in the e-procurement portal www.
kppp.karnataka.gov.in or by Contacting: 09240214000; 09240214001;
080-22483777 or 7760997519 & 7760991222. E-mail: ctmc@mybmtc.com

fafaer wotem
9 HEST & daie 711 fEAiR 09.07.2025 & sTwfaa fFfacT == 9. 03/2025-26 Sie =wOn
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;' . STATE BLOOD TRANSFUSION COUNCIL, ODISHA

J Health & Family Welfare Department, Govt. of Odisha
Ground Floor Heads of Department Building Unit-v Bhubaneswar

i
¥

E-303

Newspapers viz "The Times of India, Indian Express, The Samaj and The
Sambad for selection of participants for exchange of surplus plasma in the
State are hereby made in detail Govt. web site www.odisha.gov.in for
information of all concerned.

Sd/-
Director Blood Safety

HATAT HEaeh 2RO
TS UREed giEud

FeqElea fAfemr

= A ¥ oom yew o s my Py il 19082025 % o 12 TR
upedeE e aftaes wedeE & waien | i pgw owl & aafiafl 9
e W | TaE W T fe i o o w8 Foog sl ol s
U WA B I9eRE w9 WO SR M W TR W W
werwEa g afiEn g

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 Bharatiya Naaarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Omkar, Slo.: Mahesh, R/o.205, 2nd Floor, Gupta Complex,
Inderlok, Delhi has committed (or is suspected fo have commitied)
the offence in a case vide FIR No.313/2022 UIS 27%/304A IPC
registered at P.S Civil Lines, Delhi and it has been returned on a
warrant of arrest thereupon i1ssued stating that the said Omkar
could not be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that accused Omkar is absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said Omkar, accused of FIR
No.313/2022 U/S 279/304A IPC, P.S. Civil Lines, Delhi is required
to appear before the court to answer the said complaint on or

Sd/- Chief Traffic Manager (Com) (Tender inviting Authority) No-668/DBS/PROC (SBTC)/TEND/03/2025/Bhubaneswar Dated/08/2025 | | efr=rmm = wiiges e e UEEYE B 311'-1 T e = = fafEn before 22.09.2025.
Addendum to RFP No-555/DBS/PROC (SBTC)/TEND/03/2025 dated-19-07-2025 1 Ay T IO A 1 v ) owen o Al % PoeE F e deae By Order, Gaurav Goyal
The clarifications / modifications / amendment against RFP No.| |29 smafa feny w1 sravEEE v e g, deee SR DPHMO179/NI2025 Jucl:;;alt h;il%lﬁﬁttﬁéﬂ 21‘51 Elﬂ?ﬁg?‘
wEloT iU AfrE, Aot i famT, gu- e 555/DBS/PROC (SBTC)/TEND/03/2025 dated-19-07-2025 published in the | | fef® 14082025 @i 300 i e wn w2y wfiun & wrafen # s wam ntral Listrict, koom No.24/,
Fi: 839 fer: 29/7/25 (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi |

@ KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS! @

Introduction of New Amrit Bharat Express Train

= , , _ OIPR-10234/11/0003/2526 Ex-officio Director SBTC AL - between Delhi Jn. - Sitamarhi - Delhi Jn.
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. : : 1 R Bharat Express Train No. 14048/14047 Delhi Jn. -
sfierEA ffaer W S e | feAieh 14.07.2025 9T: 09.30 | &R 14.07.2025 9ra: 09.30 q o e R e : P :
: : - - e 90 ~ 1 faey Bodio-d, Ie ACE M, MwE TR - 201308, 9060 Sitamarhi-Delhi Jn. (weekly) Express Train as per
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Ashwin, CSK
could part

ways ahead of
next IPL

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,AUGUST 8

WITHIN ONE year after a reunion, R
Ashwin and Chennai Super Kings
could part ways ahead of next edition
of the Indian Premier League, The
Indian Express understands.

It is learned that the former India
all-rounder has gained interest from a
couple of franchises and has had talks
with CSK over his future as a player. But
whatis adding to the intrigue is the fact
that Ashwin s currently also serving as
the head of CSK’s High Performance
Centre and Super Kings Academy.

In case Ashwin joins another fran-
chise, there is room for conflict of in-
terest and given the complexities in-
volved it would be interesting to see
how this plays out in the coming seats.
Ashwin is keen on avoiding such a
scenario and is understood to be in
talks with CSK, who still seem keen
on having his services at the franchise.

When CSK brought him back the
fold for their ambitious High
Performance Centre, it was evident
that they would also acquire him at the
auctions that followed. The franchise
then spent Rs 9.75 crore at the auction
to reunite him with Ravindra Jadeja.

Ever since Chennai Super Kings
showed interest in bringing Sanju
Samson from Rajasthan Royals,
Ashwin’s name has been involved in
discussions as part of a potential
trade-off along with Shivam Dube.
But Chennai have been keen on only
an all-cash deal and have showed no
interest to let go of Ashwin as part of
any trade deal.

A veteran of 106 Tests, Ashwin en-
joys a close relationship with N
Srinivasan, who holds a majority stake
in the franchise. And their relationship
was one of the key reasons why Ashwin
reunited with CSKahead of the last sea-
son. Unlike Samson, whose relationship
with Rajasthan has suffered in recent
months, Ashwin enjoys a good rapport
with the franchise officials.

Personally and professionally,
there are plenty of connecting factors.
The ultimate say in the matter now is
solely with Chennai Super Kings, who
have already set the ball rolling ahead
of next season. MS Dhoni and Ruturaj
Gaikwad have been in Chennai,
meeting with the franchise officials
to plan for the next season.
Potentially, the only way out for
Ashwin would be that he has to part
ways with the CSK High Performance
Centre, but as things stand there is no
clarity on this. After making his IPL
debut with the franchise in 2009,
Ashwin became an integral member
of the squad that made three succes-
sive finals between 2010 and 2012,
where Chennai won back-to-back ti-
tles. He stayed with the franchise till
2015 before it was suspended.

FIRMLY IN RECKONING
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SHELTON WINS FIRST M ASTERS

Toronto: American fourth seed Ben Shelton battled from a set
down to clinch his first ATP Masters 1000 title at the

Canadian Open in Toronto on Thursday, defeating Russian
11th seed Karen Khachanov 6-7(5) 6-4 7-6(3). REUTERS

More method than madness

In his prolific outing in England, Pant exhibited the orthodox defensive foundations that make his attacking game function well

SANDIPG
AUGUST 8

EN ROUTE to his second hundred of the first
Test in Leeds, Rishabh Pant upraised his bat
to let a shortish ball from Chris Woakes am-
ble past him. He smiled ruefully and mouthed
anaside: “Pakiwaliball, itna tameez se khelne
ke chakkar mei choot rahi hai (An easy ball,
have to leave them in for playing properly).”
He shed his asceticism next ball. He fizzed
down the track and clattered a good length
ball over the bowler’s head.

These two balls captured the crux of
Pant’s prolific series in England. He exhib-
ited all the daring unorthodoxy that makes
him one of the most valuable and watchable
batsmen around, but he also exhibited the
orthodox defensive foundations that make
the attacking game function as exception-
ally asitdoes.

Are-solidified defensive technique was
the foundation on which he built his castles
in England. In the first innings, he left or
blocked 72 off the 178 balls he faced. Only
seven of those were not in control or in-
duced an edge or beat him. In the second in-
nings, he blunted/left alone 47 off 140 balls,
and was beaten only thrice (a leave though
trapped him in front). That is, his control per-
centage when employing a defensive meas-
ure was 90 and 91. These are edifying num-
bers that testify to his defensive
resoluteness, which was the bedrock of his
attacking game.

Regaining a balance

Pant always possessed a strong defen-
sive game, only that the attacking strokes
blurred the efficiency of his blocks. But
somewhere in his quest to live up to the ma-
rauder image post his return to the field af-
ter the accident, he lost the balance between
attack and defence, a psychological rather
than a technical flaw. In Australia, he pre-
meditated once too often and lost the crys-
tal-like clarity and judgment in the pre-ac-
cident phase. He blocked balls that he could
have blasted and blasted balls he should
have blocked.

When he returned home, he consulted
one of his childhood coaches, Devender
Sharma. “After he failed in Australia, he
made a lot of changes to his defensive tech-
niques and curbed his stroke play,” Sharma
told PTI. Under the watchful gaze, he decided
to play fewer strokes, or rather chose his mo-
ments to attack and defend smartly. He also
remembered the early advice of Tarak Sinha,
the coach who moulded him.

When Sinha discovered him, Pant was
—as known inlocal cricket parlance - a lifter.
He brazenly uncorked the lofted strokes to
clear the infield and often the fence. But
Sinha would advise him to temper the
lofted strokes.

“He had one rule: learn the defence first.
‘If you master the defence, you will master
everything else'. He believed | knew how
to play the attacking shots, so he wanted
me to learn how to defend,” he told Jio
Hotstar. Not just Pant, all successful attack-
ing batsmen across generations, from Viv
Richards and Virender Sehwag to AB de
Villiers, had strong, and often simple, de-
fensive techniques.

The Pant defence is a non-event. His
strides are short but definite. He conforms
to the conventional ideals of playing as close
to the body as possible, under the eyes, with
soft hands and still head. He does not prod,
stab or throw his hands at the ball. There are
none of the acrobats that characterise his
roly-poly shots. There is hardly any flourish
or follow-through. He seems a trifle late on
the ball, but is quite not.

In Leeds, he blunted a turf-kissing grub-
ber from Ben Stokes of good length. Only
batsmen with good eyes, sound judgement
and quick reflexes could have averted the
ball from crashing into the stumps or pads.

Rishabh Pant always possessed a strong defensive game, only that the attacking strokes blurred the efficiency of his blocks. File/Sportzpics

PANT ON FIRE

Rishabh Pant has
now scored more
runsasa

wicketkeeper-batter in England
than any visiting player, the first
ever to cross four-digit mark.

Pant's tally this series
is the sixth mostina
Test seriesby a

wicketkeeper-batter ever.

During the series,
Rishabh Pant entered
the top 10 all-time for

sixes hit in Test cricket. Among
Indian batters, he is now level
with Virender Sehwag on 90.

In Leeds, his interception points ranged
from 0.5m to 3m according to the broad-
casters’ graph.

Transfer of weight

It encapsulated his methods; he doesn’t
commit prematurely to either foot. He is
comfortable on both feet. When he drives,
he is almost to the pitch of the ball, or on top
of the bounce when meeting the ball on the
rise. When defending on the back foot, the
short ball seldom hurries him as the hands
are quite high. And when defending on the
front foot, the hands stoop low.

The transfer of weight is always fluid. His
legs are stocky but have the nimbleness of a
gymnast. The remnants of gymnastics train-
ing in childhood still flicker, not only in the
century-celebration manoeuvres, like the
handspring and back flip, but also in more
fundamental aspects like defending. In this
series, he was exceptional in leaving the ball,
which he makes look as casual as sun-

bathing on a beach. Before the series, he had
been consciously adopting a more side-on
approach. “In one-day and T20s you have to
open up your stance because of the kind of
shots you want to play.

At the same time, coming to England,
you have to play a little side-on and that re-
ally helps. That's the basic technical thing
whichIhave shifted,” he said in a press con-
ference during the series.

The only line of attack that harries him
is when the seamer angles the ball across
him at good length from over the stumps.
Kagiso Rabada used the trajectory adroitly
against him in South Africa. But he coun-
tered it by giving himself room and charg-
ing down the deck to unsettle the length.
Chris Woakes attempted a similar line, but
Pant badgered him into submission using
the aforementioned method.

Another profound metric explains his
defensive impregnability. Only 14 times in
82 innings has he been bowled (10) or Ibw
(4). That is only 17%. Just to contextualise
the number—not necessarily putting one
above the other—bowled and Ibws com-
prised 31% of the great technician, Rahul
Dravid’s dismissals.

The enhanced discretion outside the off-
stump is borne out by the fact that none of
the seven dismissals was a catch to the slips,
wicket-keeper or gully. As recently as the
Australian series, he tended to nibble and
poke outside the off-stump.

Of the 58 times he had been out caught
in his career, 24 had been catches to the
wicket keeper or the slip cordon. Seven of
them were not defensive strokes, but the
percentage (30) is still quite high.

The fortified Pant, thus, is a more sinis-
ter proposition for bowlers. He can block and
blast, nudge and glide, reverse lap and shoul-
der arms, be both the saint and the devil. The
sheer realisation that he can attack every
ball and defend every ball could numb the
bowlers to disenchantment. A bit of tameez
reaped rewards.

Art of falling... with style

SANDIPG
AUGUST 8

IN A game obsessed with linear beauty and
profound stillness, Rishabh Pant brings a
chaotic  curvature. His  falling
sweep/pull/paddle/reverse variants exem-
plify his geometry-defying stunts that have
enhanced the cricketing lexicon.

He defies several well-worn truisms of
the game. Be still at crease, the pundits croon.
But he takes a stride across, crouches low,
gets in line with the ball, depending on the
ball’s trajectory, goes lower to get fully un-
derneath the ball, and harnesses the ball’s
pace to glide/scoop/flick the ball fine through
the leg-side.

He bends his back knee, pins his weight
on the front knee, which seems to collapse
under the weight of the stroke and the un-
usual movement. Soon, his upper body too
falls over, within touching distance of the
ground. Then, like aman about to drown, he
seems to flap his bat frantically in the air.
When the stroke is completed, he is often
fully on the floor, rolling over.

The first-timer would assume Pant has
made a mess of a paddle sweep or scoop. But
the wicketkeeper-batsman finds that he has
sweet-spotted the ball. In the next frame, itis
flying to the fence, in the arc from backward
square leg to an extra fine fine-leg. Bowlers,
the audience, and his own teammates are left
in shocked awe. Eight years into his interna-
tional cricket career, perhaps it no longer
shocks the audience, but still amuses them.

It has fascinated none other than Sachin
Tendulkar, himself a voracious employer of
the sweep and its variants. He recently config-
ured the methods behind the madness. “The
sweep shot that he played, he likes to get un-
der the ball to scoop it with some elevation,”

Tendulkar said on Reddit. “People think he
has fallen, but it is intentional so that he can
get under the ball. The secret to playing those
shotsis to be able to get under the ball. Soiit’s
a planned fall; he doesn’t go off-balance. All
that depends on the length of the ball.”

The premise is simple, but the execution
is far less so. A lot can go wrong here. He
might easily flick it into his own body, face
or leg, like Pant did at Old Trafford to his own
toes when attempting the reverse variety.
Miss and be trapped in front or bowled and
made to look silly and clownish. Besides, it’s
hard to control the exact destination of the
ball once contact is made.

Pant has his eyes hawkishly over the ball,
the contact point is almost always precise,
the weight imparted to the short is ounce-
perfect and he is serenely still when his bat
makes contact with the ball. Like a Cristiano
Ronaldo header when he suspends in air to
let the ball arrive and make the strongest
contact, he stays in a perceivably off-bal-
anced shape and waits for the ripest point.
It's even more difficult because Ronaldo is
leaping, whereas Pant is falling down, and
hence supposedly has less control.

But rather than a shot in the dark, he is
conscious of every single muscle of his
twitching, making the potentially risky ex-
ercise of batting in Tests resemble a cartoon-
ish imagining of a video game.

Not that the stroke has a hundred percent
success rate. But more often than not, it finds
the ropes. Even if he misfires at times,
Tendulkar wants no one to disturb him.
“There were occasions where people felt he
doesn’t have to play that shot, it’s not the
right time, but someone like Rishabh should
be leftalone,” Tendulkar said. They say great
players can bend the script to their will, but
some can bend their body to their will too.
Like Pant and the falling whatever.

Sangha goes from losing state contract to being in Ashes contention

VENKATAKRISHNAB
CHENNAI,AUGUST 8

AT 25, Jason Sangha has already seen the ex-
treme highs and lows in professional sport.
The former Australia Under-19 captain -
whose team lost to an Indian side that in-
cluded the likes of Shubman Gill, Abhishek
Sharma, Prithvi Shaw in age-group World
Cup final - was touted as a next big talent
emerging from Down Under. But things did-
n't turn out as expected.

After six seasons with New South Wales
(NSW), he was discarded in 2023 before
South Australia handed him a lifeline, and
Sangha repaid the faith by playing a huge
role in their first Sheffield Shield title in 29
years.

With Australia’s top order far from set-
tled ahead of the Ashes later this year, Sangha
has a huge couple of months ahead of him
with a Test call-up not entirely out of reach.
After scoring 704 runs at an average of 78.22
from six matches, which included a century
in the Sheffield Shield final, Sangha had a
fruitful A series against the Sri Lankans, scor-
ing an unbeaten double century.

Even if he doesn't get a chance in the
Ashes, what seems certain is Sangha playing
akey role in the Australian set-up going for-
ward, with the selectors keen on giving him
enough exposure before the next edition of
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy that will be held
inIndia in early 2027.

Sangha is currently at Chennai’s MRF
Pace Foundation with Cricket Australia’s
Development squad, getting used to sub-
continental conditions. Itis further proof that
Australian selectors see him as a player for
the future.

“It's areally good opportunity to develop
my game here. There's so many things that
we're learning - how to play spin or how to
bowl spin to batters - that we can take back
to Australia,” Sangha said.

“Of course, the conditions are vastly dif-
ferent In Australia, it's a very different ap-
proach to playing spin. Here, guys play more
square of the wicket. They use their sweep
shot really well. Whereas in Australia, there's
so much bounce that the sweep shot proba-
bly is a bit trickier. 'm learning how some of
the batters play spin here and the shots that
they play are really good knowledge for me
to take back home and work on.”

-

Jason Sangha in action for Australia A against Sri Lanka A. X/South Australia Cricket Teams

This is the second wind in his career that
Sangha thought would never arrive when
NSW dropped him for good. They had good
reasons as well, for Sangha had played for too
long on promise alone. In 64 innings for the

state team, he averaged just 26.63 with three
centuries in Six seasons.

A second chance
Growing up in Newcastle, two hours

epaper.indianexpress:com -. .

north of Sydney, Sangha believed that if not
Australia, being part of the NSW set-up and
emulating many of his idols would be good
enough to leave a lasting legacy.

But it was not meant to be for the young-
ster, who lost track before rediscovering
himself in the UK.

“It was quite tough. I thought I was going
to play alot of cricket for NSW. It was a bitter
pill to swallow. One thing that really helped
was that I ended up going to the UK and
played some club cricket for St. Lawrence.
Playing some cricket, getting away from
Australia, going somewhere different, learn-
ing to really enjoy the game again and being
consistent (was good).I feel like the UK sum-
mer put me inreally good stead to come back
and play in Australia,” he said.

Sangha also found a new environment
to grow Down Under when South Australia
knocked on his door. He would pack his
bags, leave his childhood friends and family
and move to Adelaide, where he would
come of age.

“When South Australia gave me that sec-
ond chance, I felt like I had to repay. There are
alot of guys who, when they go off contract,
don't get another opportunity to play for an-

other state.

“They have to move to play grade cricket
and work their way up through the ranks. [
was lucky thatI'd South Australia to save my
career. Just being in new colours, a new city,
new environment with some new coaches
has given me a new chapter,” the son of par-
ents of Indian descent added.

The repayment of faith came last Aussie
summer when Sangha was mobbed by
South Australia fans after he hit the winning
runs to bring home the Sheffield Shield title.
While he couldn’t quite become a household
name in his home state, in Adelaide he is al-
ready a fan favourite. Soon after the final,
when Sangha visited a local pub he had lo-
cals buying him drinks, a luxury former
Australia batsman and coach Darren
Lehmann enjoyed previously.

“It was awesome. For a state like South
Australia, which probably hasn't had the
amount of success that we would have liked
for the last 20-odd years, you could just see
how much it meant to everyone. There's so
much passion in the people from South
Australia. They love their Aussie footy (AFL),
but they love the cricket when the cricket
season'son,” he says.
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800m runner Afsal seeks golden
mean of speed and endurance

PRITISHRAJ
BHUBANESWAR, AUGUST 8

THE KALINGA Stadium in Bhubaneswar is
getting ready for the nation’s first-ever
World Athletics
Continental tour event,
and in the build-up, ath-
letes are warming up on
the practice tracks to
stay in the best shape for
Sunday. As dusk fell
upon the stadium, one
could see Muhammad
Afsal P running up and
down the track with a junior athlete. The
800m runner from Kerala became the first-
ever Indian 800m runner to dip below the
1 minute 45 seconds mark this year and
rewrote the national record twice in the
event.

Usually a shy person off the track, Afsal
opens up about his national record, “ wanted
to break the national record backin 2023, but
injuries and some mistakes prevented it. But
2025 has started on a great note for me. Since
I am getting a lot of good competitions, my
timing is improving constantly,” Afsal told The
Indian Express.

He was also happy that he broke the na-
tional record of the man who had taught him
so many things. “Johnson bhaiya and I have
been roommates since we used to train in
Mumbai. I learnt so much from him. The most
important thing was the mentality he has. He
called me up and appreciated me when I first
broke his national record,” said Afsal while
brimming with pride.

Afsal first broke the previous national
record of Jinson Johnson (1:45.65) when he
clocked 1:45.61 at the UAE Grand Prix in May
this year. He bettered it in July and broke the
barrier of 1.45 by clocking 1:44.93. When
asked what aspects he had worked on to go
past the record, his coach Ajeet said,
"Honestly, we haven’t changed much. He has
been doing the same things for the past four
years, and I think the consistency has finally
paid off in terms of the results.”

Mix of speed and endurance

800m is one of the few middle-distance
running events where speed holds as much
weightage as endurance. “There are three
types of runners in 800m - the one with
speed, the one with endurance, and the one
who has a mix of both. Afsal has both, and that
is the reason he is improving now. Someone
like Johnson used to rely on his endurance,

but Afsal is equally good in speed,” his coach
explained.

Keeping his strengths in mind, the train-
ing plan has been tailor-made for Afsal, who
trains at the Reliance Center in Mumbai. “I
like speed training more, but enduranceis as
important for an 800m runner. During my
race against the Kenyans in Poland, [ saw how
important it is to have endurance,” Afsal
said.”Nowadays, 800m has become like a
sprint only with the races getting faster. If |
get a field that is faster than me, my timing
improves immediately.”

Apart from the endurance and the speed
part, 800m is a heavily tactical race, and one
can lose a sure shot medal also if there is a
mistake in strategy. It is something that Afsal
has suffered, and he learnt fromit. In the 2023
Asian Games, Afsal was the best 800m runner
when the heats finished, clocking 1:46.79,
butin the final, despite leading for the major-
ity of the race, Afsal won a silver medal.

“The Asian Games final was one such race
that taught me so much. I was the best runner
in the heats, and in the final, I was leading till
the last 100m. After that, the Saudi runner
overtook me and went ahead. Now, | know
what not to do when you are leading arace,”
said Afsal.

Eyes on Worlds

While Afsal has done well in the season,
the ultimate prize for him will be a direct
World Championships qualification, and as
per his coach, he was close to it. “When he
was running in Poland and he broke the na-
tional record, I don’t think it was a perfect race
for him. He started in the second lane and
probably ran some extra distance while nav-
igating through the trafficin the middle. Had
it been a perfect race, he would have gone
past the World Championships direct quali-
fication mark of 1:44.50,” said Ajeet, about
his ward taking wider curve to break past the
group.

“This year ] am getting good competitions,
and if we continue to get good competitions
every year, it won't be a problem to qualify
for the World Championships,” Afsal said.

There are two ways to qualify for the
Worlds- either breach the direct qualification
mark or qualify through rankings. While it
looks tough for Afsal to qualify through rank-
ings, he needs one good race to break the di-
rect mark.

“This Continental tour event and the Inter-
State will be crucial for me as these are two
big chances for me to breach the direct mark
of World Championships qualification,” Afsal
concluded.

A quest to rebuild trust

Russia’s push to end athletics exile includes diplomacy, anti-doping audits, social media posts in English

MIHIRVASAVDA
KAZAN, AUGUST 8

DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENTS. Rigorous anti-
doping audits. And a robust analysis of their
social media game. As Russia steps up its ef-
forts to end the 10-year international isola-
tion — first because of state-sponsored dop-
ing and then, the invasion of Ukraine —
country's top athletics officials are dotting
thei’sand crossing the t's. And while they in-
ternally plan to secure their return, there is an
increased attention on ‘public communica-
tionin English’ to change perception and ad-
dress the ‘mistrust on the other side, since
there is a painful history.

Pyotr Fradkov, the chairman of Russian
Athletics Federation, said they are inan ‘open
and frank discussion’ with World Athletics,
sharing ‘information, views and positions on
how to get our athletes back'.

“We certainly are working on it with our
colleagues from World Athletics, and I think
they hear our arguments. Certainly, they
have their own evaluation of the situation,”
Fradkov said. “We believe that in the proxi-
mate future, there may be some decisions to
get some of our athletes back, so they'll be
restored in some way. But the most impor-
tant thing is that we've been continuing to
fulfill all the regulations since the ban, actu-
ally. In all spheres.”

Athletes have not been able to compete
for Russia since November 2015 after they
were accused of state-sponsored doping,
which led to President Vladimir Putin order-
ing a probe. Their ban was upheld in 2019 af-
ter the World Anti-Doping Agency declared
the Russian doping-control authority as
‘non-compliant’ for manipulating laboratory
data handed over to the investigators.

InMarch 2023, World Athletics lifted the
doping suspension after concluding that the
Russian Athletics Federation met the condi-
tions set by a taskforce. However, the coun-
try’s athletes remain excluded from the in-
ternational stage due to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

The International Olympic Committee
(I0C) allowed Russian athletes to compete
as neutrals at the Paris Olympics last year.
And at the recent World Championship,
Russia’s swimmers — competing as neutrals
— won 18 medals to finish fourth on the
table. But some sports federations have
adopted a tough stance, like World Athletics,
which banned all athletes from a country

r ~. | # 4

"' S N S

f

Russian athletes have not been able to compete internationally since November
2015 & the country is now making a concerted effort to change that. Russian Athletics

from its competitions. In March, World
Athletics president Sebastien Coe said the
sanctions will remain in place until a ‘peace
agreement is reached.’

Fradkov said he would ‘try not to politi-
cise the whole situation’, but remained hope-
ful of a solution.

The son of former Russia Prime Minister
Mikhail Fradkov and the chairman of state-
owned bank, PJSC Promsvyazbank, Fradkov
is considered to be a part of Putin’s ‘inner oli-
garch’ circle, according to Fox News. In
November 2024, he received the govern-
ment’s backing to take over as the head of
the athletics federation and soon ‘started sort
of communication with World Athletics on
one hand, (while) on the other, (there was)
plenty of room for improvement inside our-
selves.’“I think that we're in a really construc-
tive dialogue with our colleagues from World
Athletics. The issue of getting back some of
the athletes is quite feasible, achievable,”
Fradkov said on the sidelines of the Russian

(L-R) Russian Athletics Federation
secretary-general Alexander
Djordjadze, chairman Pyotr Fradkov
and executive director Boris
Yaryshevskiy. Express Photo

National Championships.

Building trust

Ininterviews with Agence France-Presse
earlier this week, former International

Olympic Committee marketing executives
Michael Payne and Terrence Burns agree that
‘Russia at some stage has to be brought back
in from the cold’. But Burns, talking in the
context of the Olympics, warned that the
‘Russians should not expect a speedy return’
and demonstrate to the world that they have
taken steps to change. “If Russia wants back
in, it’s going to have to show it’s willing to
change,” Burns told AFP.

Having delivered the 2018 FIFA World
Cup in Russia, as the deputy CEO of the or-
ganising committee, Alexander Djordjadze
understands the importance of building trust
and changing perceptions. Djordjadze was
appointed as the new secretary-general of
the Russian Athletics Federation in January
and insists the new team has started with a
clean slate.

“There is no mistrust on our side, neither
with us or the public. I understand what
you're saying that there could be mistruston
the other side, since there is a painful history
with this federation in particular,” Djordjadze
said. “We were not part of that history. We
are new faces. We are trying to be as straight-
forward as we can be, and I think that the
other side will gradually appreciate that. And
thus, the trust will be built. That's the only
way.”

This means increased anti-doping aware-
ness, more tests and constant monitoring of
their top athletes so that they ‘understand all
the rules of the game’. Djordjadze said ap-
proximately 3,000 tests are conducted an-
nually on Russian track-and-field athletes.
“And we have less than 10 anti-doping viola-
tions per year,” he claims.

The federation’s executive director Boris
Yaryshevskiy concedes, however, that there
is ‘room for improvement in connection with
the perception’ of Russian athletes outside
the country. “Previously not enough effort
was put into public communication in
English, because, of course, we imposed
Russian compliance regulation (with) the
updates of the website, and social messages,”
Yaryshevskiy said.

“But we started to analyse what we post
on Instagram, what we post on Twitter, you
know, on all these public socials. We under-
stand clearly there's room for improvement.
We need to, first of all, make the posts in
English. It should be regular, so people should
follow. So there is definitely room for im-
provement in connection with perceptions.”

(The reporter is in Kazan at the invita-
tion of the Russian Athletics Federation)
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