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Charter aircraft flying
Rajasthan CM 
Bhajan Lal Sharma
from Delhi on July 31
landed at civil 
airstrip in Phalodi
instead of IAF stn, P 9 INDIA’S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER
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US Dept of Justice is ramping up efforts 
to get voter data and other election 
information from at least 15 states. It 
has requested copies of voter regn lists 
from state election administrators, P 18

BBangladesh International Crimes angladesh International Crimes 
Tribunal starts trial in cases of ‘crimes Tribunal starts trial in cases of ‘crimes 
against humanity’ against ex-PM against humanity’ against ex-PM 
Sheikh HasinaSheikh Hasina, with AG calling for , with AG calling for 
maximum punishment for her, maximum punishment for her, PP 18 18

Family of Evyatar David, an Israeli held  
hostage in Gaza Strip, sees him for first time  
in months in a video circulated by his Hamas 
captors. He is emaciated and sallow in what 
appeared to be an underground tunnel, P 18

A Monday morning thriller will decide the cricket series between 
England and India after bad light & rain force early end  
of play in final Test, with Eng needing 35 runs and India 
4 wickets for a win. Eng 339-6 at stumps, chasing 374.  
Joe Root (pic) slams 105 runs, Harry Brook hits 111, P 19
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I
n a world where screens ha-
ve replaced face-to-face me-
etings and quick messages

substitute warm embraces,
two families in Surat prove
that true friendship can survi-
ve anything, even death.

Walk into ‘Maitri’, a bung-
alow in Bhatar, and you will
see something special: a fri-
endship so deep that it has pas-
sed from fathers to sons, and
now to grandchildren and gre-
at-grandchildren, like a pre-
cious family treasure. The two
families have been living in
the house for 80 years.

It all began in 1940 when
two boys, Bipin and Gunwant

met at Sarvajanik School.
They lived close by, walked to
school together, shared lunch
and talked about their dreams.
They had no idea their friends-

hip would shape not just their
own lives, but also their child-
ren’s and grandchildren’s.

80-year strong: Maitri, a house
built on friendship in Gujarat

�From farming... P 14 

Gautam Desai and Parimal Desai with their wives at their shared home 
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hiIndian-origin Mathura
Sridharan has been appo-

inted Ohio’s 12th solicitor ge-
neral, attorney general’s of-

fice announc-
ed. The app-
ointment trig-
gered a backl-
ash with trolls
questioning
why a “non-US

citizen” was selected for the
position, some even pointing
out her bindi, saying, “This
one has a perma-dot, huh.”
Another social media user
wrote, “Nothing says ‘Ohio-
an’ like a dot right on the fo-
rehead”. Responding to
trolls, AG Dave Yost praised
Sridharan’s legal abilities,
calling her “brilliant”. P18

Ohio’s new SG
Mathura, a PIO,
trolled for bindi

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A day after top
RJD functionary Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav claimed that a
search of  Bihar’s draft electo-
ral roll with his EPIC No.
RAB2916120 had found his na-
me missing, only to be “fact-
checked” by the Election
Commission that his name
and actual EPIC No.
RAB0456228 were very much
included in the voter list, the
poll panel on Sunday said it
had failed to find any EPIC No.
RAB2916120 issued by its aut-
horised officers in its records.

On Sunday, the electoral
registration officer (ERO)
concerned wrote to Tejashwi,
saying that upon preliminary
investigation, it appears that
EPIC No. RAB2916120 flashed

by him at a press conference in
Patna on Saturday was not of-
ficially issued. The ERO asked
the RJD scion to share the
EPIC card he cited at the press
conference in original for a
“thorough investigation”.

If  found to be fake, there
may be legal consequences,
including an FIR.

Sources told TOI that Te-

jashwi has been using EPIC
No. RAB0456228 issued to him
on March 18, 2014, which also
appears in the latest draft
electoral roll. It was this valid
EPIC No. that he cited in his
nomination papers/affidavit
filed during the 2015 and 2020
assembly polls in Bihar.

‘Yadav Has Been
Using Another

Card Since 2014’ 

EC: Voter ID flagged by
Tejashwi ‘unauthorised’

‘NO CLAIM FILED ON VOTER DELETIONS’

 Amid claims of deletion of 
names, EC says not a single 
objection filed by any political 
party in more than 48 hours 
since publication of draft 
electoral rolls on Aug 1

 Cong’s Gaurav Gogoi 
says EC should come under 
‘parliamentary oversight’: ‘It’s 
an idea whose time has come’ 

 RJD flags ‘irregularities’, 

says several electors mention 
‘House Nos. 107 and 109’ in 
Patna’s Veterinary College as 
their address. ‘Why doesn’t 
EC declare House No. 107 as a 
district?’ party says in a post

 An EC official explains 
these are ‘notional housing 
numbers’ assigned by booth 
level officers to ensure eligible 
voters are not left out

Our preliminary investigation suggests that EPIC number 
you (Tejashwi) mentioned at the press conference on  

Aug 2 was not issued officially. You are therefore requested to 
hand over the EPIC card in original for detailed investigation
— Patna Sadar SDM & ERO for Digha seat, in letter to Yadav

�‘Not used for 10 yrs’, P 12

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar/New Delhi: An
FIR has been filed against an
Army officer posted in north
Kashmir for allegedly assaul-
ting and wounding four Spi-
ceJet employees at Srinagar
airport on July 26 after being

asked to pay for carrying ex-
cess cabin baggage on Flight
SG 386 to New Delhi. The wo-
unds included a spinal fractu-
re and serious jaw trauma,
the airline said Sunday.

The officer from High-Al-
titude Warfare School in Gul-
marg unleashed what the air-
line called a “murderous as-
sault” after refusing to pay the
fee. The airline said he was
carrying “two pieces of  cabin

baggage weighing a total of
16kg” — more than double the
7kg limit. He allegedly forced
his way into the aerobridge
without completing boarding
formalities — a violation of
aviation security protocols —
and was escorted back by a
CISF officer. At the gate, he
turned violent. A video of  the
attack has gone viral.

FIR against Army
officer for assaulting
SpiceJet staff in J&K
Tiff Over Cabin
Baggage Turns
Ugly; 4 Injured 

 Police files FIR against 
officer. Army says case is 
under investigation

 SpiceJet starts process  
to put officer on no-fly list

PROBE ON: ARMY

Video grab of officer attacking staff

Ayodhya/Lucknow: Elev-
en pilgrims were killed, ni-
ne of  them from a family,
and a 10-year-old girl was re-
ported missing after an
SUV ferrying 16 people alle-
gedly sped off  a rain-slicked
road on Sunday and plung-
ed into the swollen Saryu
canal in UP’s Gonda.

The accident occurred
around 10am off  Itiyathok
town, en route to the Prith-
vinath Mahadev temple, re-
ports Arshad Afzal Khan.
The victims and the survi-
vors, including the driver,
were from Siha village un-
der Motiganj police station.

“Based on our prelimi-
nary investigation, the SUV
was speeding. The driver
fled after jumping out of  the
vehicle seconds before it
sank,” Gonda SP Vineet Ja-
iswal said. An SDRF team
found all the victims but
there was no trace of  the
missing child until dusk.

9 of a family, 
2 others killed

as SUV falls
into UP canal

�SUV lost control, P 14

Stephen Miller, deputy chi-
ef  of  staff  at the White Ho-

use and one of  Trump’s most
influential aides, on Sunday
accused India of  effectively
financing Russia’s war in Uk-
raine by buying oil. “What he
(Trump) said very clearly is
that it’s not acceptable for In-
dia to continue financing this
war by purchasing the oil
from Russia,” Miller said.
“People will be shocked to le-
arn India is basically tied
with China in purchasing
Russian oil. That’s an asto-
nishing fact.” P 12

India financing
Russia’s war,

says Trump aide

Odisha police crime br-
anch arrested vice-presi-

dent of  Board of  Secondary
Education Nihar Mohanty
Sunday for his alleged invol-
vement in the leak of  a que-
stion paper in the state’s te-
achers’ eligibility test on the
eve of  the July 20 exam. P11

Odisha edu board
VP held over leak

Four Indian-origin elderly
persons, who were repor-

ted missing for over three
days, were Saturday found
to have died in a car crash in
West Virginia. Their vehi-
cle crashed off  a steep em-
bankment along a road on a
tricky terrain. P18

4 PIOs killed in 
car crash in US

A26-year-old biker died af-
ter he crashed into a cab

door opened suddenly by a
passenger near Noida’s Golf
Course metro station Satur-
day. The victim, Vivek Ku-
mar, wasn’t wearing a hel-
met. His head hit the door
and then the pavement. P 8

Biker crashes into
open cab door, dies

Ataxi driver was charred
to death and another cri-

tically injured after their car
allegedly caught fire follo-
wing a crash in northwest
Delhi early on Sunday. Police
said both were intoxicated
and speeding when the inci-
dent occurred. P 8

Taxi driver dies as
car catches fire

Six workers from Odisha
died and three were inju-

red in a rockslide at a granite
quarry in Andhra’s Bapatla
Sunday. The owner allegedly
makes workers toil in hazar-
dous conditions. Police are
probing whether safety pro-
tocols were flouted. P 10

6 killed in Andhra
quarry rockslide

The monsoon session of
Delhi Assembly will st-

art on Monday, with several
legislative moves planned
for the Aug 4-8 sitting, inclu-
ding introducing Delhi Sch-
ool Education (Transparen-
cy in Fixation and Regula-
tion of  Fees) Bill 2025. The sc-
hool education bill is desi-
gned to regulate private sc-
hool fees and protect parents
from arbitrary hikes. P 3

Delhi Bill to curb
school fee hike to
be tabled today

Dehradun: Uttarakhand HC
has suspended the conviction
and five-year rigorous impri-
sonment of  a vaccine scien-
tist found guilty of  abetment
to suicide following the death
of  his wife in 2015.

Justice Ravindra Maitha-
ni granted the relief  to Dr Ak-
ash Yadav during the penden-
cy of  his appeal, saying his ro-
le was “undoubtedly essential
for public health and national
interest” and his conviction
had rendered him ineligible
to continue contributing to
vaccine programmes.

Yadav, a vaccinologist wi-

th a PhD in biotechnology fr-
om IIT-Kgp, had been working
as a senior manager at Indian
Immunologicals Limited, a
PSU that makes human and

veterinary vaccines and plays
a critical role in national im-
munisation efforts. TNN

HC stays conviction of vax scientist
for wife’s suicide in ‘national interest’ 

 Accused cannot seek 
unfounded access to digital 
devices of co-accused or 
third parties without justified 
reasons as it risks violating 
right to privacy, says Delhi 
special court judge | P 7

 Mere public outcry 
can’t diminish gravity of 
an offence, says Delhi high 

court, denies bail to a man 
convicted of raping and 
murdering his cousin,  
a 8-yr-old girl, in 2016 | P 6

 Spl court in UP sentences 
two men to life in prison for 
axing a Dalit man to death 
in 2022, says crime was 
‘intentional, caste-motivated 
and brutal in nature’ | P 11

IN THE COURTS

�To resume work, P 10

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesofindia.com

Responding to a question
in Parliament on whet-
her National Medical

Commission (NMC) is biased
towards doctors, health mini-
stry has stated that the ethics
regulation of  2002 provides
for complaints against them.

Referring to NMC Act that
states doctors can file appeals
against decisions of  state me-
dical councils, the panel’s et-
hics section has been dismis-
sing all appeals filed by pati-
ents, claiming only doctors
can file appeals, even though
it is against the law. 

The Act clearly states that
“rules and regulations made
under Indian Medical Coun-
cil Act, 1956, shall continue to
be in force and operate till
new standards or require-
ments are specified under

this Act or the rules and regu-
lations made thereunder”.
Since the Indian Medical Co-
uncil (Professional Conduct,
Etiquette and Ethics) Regula-
tions, 2002, has not been repla-
ced, it still stands. 

Rules allow plaints against
docs, says govt. But NMC
junking all patient appeals

162 REJECTED 
 Unlike erstwhile MCI, 

minutes of NMC meetings & 
of its autonomous boards not 
available in public domain

 Most non-doctor ex-officio 
members hardly ever attend 
such meetings. So only 
doctors take decisions

 Nearly all posts in such 
autonomous boards are now 
vacant with no recruitment 
for over past 10 months

 NMC rejected all patient 
appeals – 162 – since 2019

�Since 2019, P 10

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The opposition
may field a strong “ideologi-
cal” face as candidate in the vi-
ce-presidential election, as it
looks to portray a strong cont-
rast with the governing BJP’s
nominee to send out a political
message across the country.

Ahead of  discussions on
picking a candidate, it is felt
that since winnability is an up-
hill task due to opposition’s
weaker numerical strength in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
INDIA bloc should use the vi-
ce-president (VP) contest to
send out an unambiguous sig-
nal to its core constituencies
of  marginalised sections, in-
cluding backwards and mino-
rities, farmers, and intellectu-
als and the civil society. 

INDIA bloc is scheduled to
meet Thursday (Aug 7), where

Bihar assembly election is lik-
ely to be an issue as also the
special intensive revision of
the state’s electoral rolls. The
meeting, sources said, may al-
so initiate a preliminary dis-
cussion on the likely candida-
te for the VP polls.

Uphill task for oppn in
VP contest, bloc may
field ‘ideological’ face

�Unity a challenge, P 10

AUG 7 OPPN MEET 
 Election for vice-president 

to take place on Sept 9

 Electoral college comprises 
all elected and nominated 
members of Rajya Sabha  
and all Lok Sabha MPs

 Election by secret ballot, 
electors to mark preference 
for listed candidates

 At meet on Aug 7, INDIA 
bloc likely to discuss VP 
elections, possibility of putting 
up consensus candidate

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Sunday called on
President Droupadi Murmu
amid a logjam in Parliament
over the opposition’s de-
mand for a discussion on the
special intensi-
ve revision ex-
ercise in Bihar
ahead of  asse-
mbly elections
in the state.

Home mini-
ster Amit Shah also called
on the President separately
later. The Rashtrapati Bha-
van posted photos of  both
interactions on X. 

Except for discussions
on Operation Sindoor, Parli-
ament has seen little busi-
ness since the monsoon ses-
sion began on July 21. 

The meetings also came
days after US President Tr-
ump announced 25% tariffs
on Indian exports and an
unspecified penalty over
Russian purchases. TNN

Modi, Shah 
call separately
on Prez Murmu

New Delhi: Two men and a
minor were apprehended for
allegedly stabbing two yo-
uths from Manipur in north-
west Delhi’s Model Town.
The incident occurred after
the victims objected to being
pushed and verbally abused
by the suspects at a shop. Po-
lice have started an investi-
gation after the two were ta-
ken to the hospital.

The victims are resi-
dents of  Model Town area.
Police said the incident took
place on July 31. One of  the
victims told officers that he
was preparing for competiti-
ve examinations and was
out for a walk with his friend
on the day of  the incident.

Around 4 am, they arri-
ved at a shop to get cold wa-
ter. “In the meantime, three
or four boys, aged about 18-
22, arrived at the same shop
on two motorcycles without
helmets,” the complainant
told the police. TNN

2 men, minor
caught in city
for stabbing 
two youths

�Fourth suspect, P 6 �After assault... P 10 

� EDIT: Flying Into A Slap

Enforcement Directorate
has arrested former Axis

MF fund manager Viresh
Joshi and seized Rs 17.4 crore
of  shares and mutual funds
in a case linked to alleged
cheating of  investors to the
tune of  Rs 200 crore by ‘front-
running’ in trade activities.
Joshi has been remanded in
ED’s custody till Aug 8. P11

Axis MF’s former
fund manager
arrested by ED

Those operating drones
without official permis-

sion or spreading rumours
and misinformation about
them to create panic will be
prosecuted under Gangster
Act, and in serious cases,
NSA, UP CM Yogi Adityana-
th has said. This comes amid
a series of  mob attacks in UP
triggered by false claims of
thieves using drones. P14

Will slap NSA for
illegal drone use,

rumours: Yogi

Four men allegedly robbed
a jewellery shop at gun-

point in northeast Delhi’s
Dayalpur on Sunday. They
also targeted customers be-
fore fleeing with cash and
jewellery, the shop owner
claimed, without specifying
the amount robbed. No ar-
rests had been made till re-
ports last came in . P 5

4 men rob city
jewellery store
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New Delhi: A special commit-
tee set up by Delhi High Court
has identified numerous irre-
gularities in the functioning of
the city’s sewage treatment
plants (STPs).

The committee inspected all
37 STPs across the city from May
to July. The assessment focused
on verifying whether the sewage
flowing into the Yamuna through
these STPs underwent proper tre-
atment before discharge, confir-
ming the installation of  flow me-
ters and sensors at all STP out-
lets, and ensuring proper monito-
ring without unauthorised
bypassing, among other aspects.

The findings revealed signi-
ficant shortcomings, including
substandard treatment proces-
ses, inadequate data calibra-
tion, insufficient monitoring,
untreated sewage being bypas-
sed and instances of  treated se-
wage getting mixed with untre-
ated waste before being dischar-
ged. It also flagged industrial ef-
fluent being diverted to STPs
meant to cater to domestic sewa-
ge and issues with sensors, onli-
ne monitoring systems and flow
meters, which resulted in evi-
dent lags in crucial data.

The report also asserted
how treated sewage from some
plants was being dumped into
untreated drains like Shahda-
ra. “Thus, the money spent on
the treatment has literally go-
ne down the drain!”

According to the report da-
ted July 25, “In many STPs, the
incoming effluent consists of  a
large quantity of  industrial ef-
fluent, which the STP is not de-
signed to deal with. Conversely,
CETPs (common effluent treat-
ment plants) are receiving a lar-
ge quantity of  domestic sewage
as part of  their incoming indust-
rial effluent, which they are not
designed to deal with.” Hence,
the committee recommended
proper demarcation of  the do-
mestic sewage and the industri-
al waste to prevent inter-mixing.

It added that urgent strict ac-
tions were needed by authoriti-
es like Delhi Pollution Control
Committee against the dumping
of  industrial effluent or cow
dung in domestic sewage.

The report also flagged how
about 11 STPs adhered to older
and less-strict DPCC norms on
parameters like biochemical
oxygen demand and total su-
spended solids, etc. 

Recommending upgradation,
it said that during the process,
new online monitors and flow
meters be installed at the inlet
and outlet so that accurate data
of  the water quality parameters
of  the incoming wastewater and
the treated effluent can be moni-
tored by both STPs and the pub-
lic. It also asked DPCC to ensure
that all sensors are calibrated an-
nually to ensure the authenticity
of  the water quality data.

“This is particularly im-
portant since the committee
was repeatedly informed that
the flow meters and the sen-
sors experience regular break-
downs due to wear and tear and
even the presence of  industrial
effluent in the STP,” the com-
mittee pointed out.

Earlier in May, the high co-
urt decided to set up a panel to in-
vestigate if  a substantial por-
tion of  water was bypassing the
newly installed flow meters and
sensors in the STPs meant to mo-
nitor pollution in the Yamuna.

A special bench of  Justices
Prathiba M Singh and Manmeet
PS Arora pointed out that the
“entire purpose of  STPs would
be defeated if  the water/sewage
is permitted to bypass the flow
meters and the sensors at the
outlet”. A special committee of
govt officials, lawyers and peti-
tioners was set up to inspect all
flow meters and STPs.

The court was hearing a suo
motu matter on waterlogging in
the city and asked the panel to
provide a report on whether the
entire sewage/water flowing in-
to the Yamuna through the
STPs was being treated before
being released into the river.

Panel Flags Poor Monitoring
And Substandard Treatment

Down The Drain:
Delhi STPs Flunk 
HC’s Inspection

LAPSES IN SEWAGE TREATMENT

Operational Failures
Delhi Gate, Chilla | Don’t 
receive full sewage inflow

Pappan Kalan Ph-I, Nilothi, 
Coronation Park | Discharge 
untreated/semi-treated 
sewage into Yamuna

Kapashera | Effluent flow 
untracked

Coronation, Rithala, Kondli, 
Chilla | Treated water 
recontaminated before 
discharge

Delhi HC panel audited 37 STPs (May–July 2025)

Monitoring Lapses

12 STPs had  
non-functional 

or freshly calibrated 
sensors

11 STPs don’t meet 
BOD 10 mg/l 

standard

Only Okhla (124 MGD) 
tracks all 8 DPCC 
parameters

Industrial Contamination

7  STPs (Yamuna 
Vihar, Nilothi, 

Okhla, Rithala, 
Najafgarh, 
Keshopur, Narela) 
receive untreated industrial 
waste

 Plants unequipped for heavy 
metals/toxins, compromising 

efficiency

Waste Management 
Issues

 Sludge mismanagement 
common

 Cow dung 
found mixed 
in sewage 
at Vasant 
Kunj—not 
designed to treat

Key 
Recommendations

 Upgrade capacity and 
monitoring systems

 Separate domestic 
and industrial waste 
streams

 Consider dedicated 
sewer lines to avoid 
cross-contamination

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
recently asked the Child Welfa-
re Committee (CWC) to consi-
der the plea of  a mother seeking
custody of  her minor daughter,
who was allegedly subjected to
sexual abuse by her uncle.

The divisional bench com-
prising Justice Subramonium
Prasad and Justice Harish Vai-
dyanathan Shankar directed
the committee and the aid cent-
re to decide on the plea within fo-
ur weeks from the date of  filing.

The bench noted, “The mi-
nor is not in the illegal custody
of  Respondent No. 2 (juvenile
aid centre). It is always open for
the petitioner, who is the mot-
her, to move an appropriate app-
lication before the CWC for cus-
tody of  her child, which shall be

considered on its own merits.”
Prosecution said, the mi-

nor, who was intially under the
father’s custody, was raped al-
legedly by the child’s paternal
uncle. Following this, the cus-
tody was transferred to the
CWC, and the child is currently
under the care of  Prayas Juve-
nile Aid Centre.

Advocate Ujwal Ghai, repre-
senting the mother, said her
daughter was in the custody of
the centre for institutional care
on the orders of  the CWC for the
last eight months without there
being compliance with POCSO
Rules, 2020, and SOPs formula-
ted by the Department of  Wo-
men and Child Development.
The woman submitted that her
daughter was being deprived of
maternal care at a time when
she needed it the most.

Consider mother’s plea
for custody of minor: HC

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kushagra Dixit & 
Abhinav Garg TNN
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New Delhi: The monsoon ses-
sion of  Delhi Assembly will
start on Monday, with several le-
gislative moves planned for the
Aug 4-8 sitting, including intro-
ducing Delhi School Education
(Transparency in Fixation and
Regulation of  Fees) Bill 2025
and the CAG reports on state fi-
nances and the welfare of  buil-
ding and construction workers. 

During this session, Delhi As-
sembly will become the first in the
country to operate entirely on so-
lar power, said the govt. Vidhan
Sabha on Sunday also announced
the launch of  its transition to a
fully digital, paperless legislative
platform under the National e-
Vidhan Application (NeVA) initi-
ative from Monday. 

The school education bill,
designed to regulate private
school fees and protect parents
from arbitrary hikes, mandates
that no institution shall collect
any fee beyond what is appro-
ved under the Act and requires
the establishment of  a school-
level fee regulation committee
in each of  them. 

Each committee will consist
of  teachers, parents and school
management representatives,
with specific provisions to en-
sure social diversity and gender
representation. A parent can-
not serve more than two conse-

cutive terms and the committee
must meet at least once before
Aug 15 each year, said officials. 

The management must pro-
pose fees for the next three aca-
demic years by July 31, with
oversight from the committee.
If  no agreement is reached by
Sept 15, the matter must be esca-
lated to the district fee appellate
committee. These district-level
bodies will include education
officials, chartered accoun-
tants, school representatives
and parents. Their decisions
will remain binding for three
academic years, though appe-
als can be made to a higher revi-
sion committee. Key factors in
determining fee structures will
include infrastructure, teacher
salaries, location and expendi-
ture-to-income ratios.

On Sunday, Union minister
of  state for law & justice Arjun
Ram Meghwal inaugurated a
500-kilowatt rooftop solar
plant, praising it as a “model
for sustainable governance”.
The initiative is expected to sa-
ve up to Rs 1.75 crore annually
through net metering, with
surplus electricity potentially
supplied back to the grid, said
Vidhan Sabha Secretariat. 

Speaker Vijender Gupta
described the moves as a “cor-
nerstone” in the assembly’s jo-
urney towards environmental
and administrative reforms.
“We are demonstrating how vi-
rasat (heritage) and vikaas (de-
velopment) can move forward
hand-in-hand,” he said.

Chief  minister Rekha Gupta
said the dual leap into clean

energy and digital lawmaking
reflected a broader vision for
Delhi. “From fixing potholes to
transforming schools, this is the
beginning of  a new work ethic.
These are not symbolic steps,
they are systemic changes,” she
said. Key reports, including Fi-
nance and Appropriation Acco-
unts for 2023-24 and a few CAG
reports, will be be tabled. 

Power minister Ashish So-
od will present documents rela-
ted to Delhi Electricity Regula-
tory Commission’s Green Ener-
gy Open Access Regulations,
further underlining Delhi’s
commitment to clean energy.

The assembly’s solar initia-
tive is projected to yield savings
of  up to Rs 15 lakh per month
and is expected to swiftly reco-
ver its cost, said the assembly
secretariat. 

The speaker said, “The suc-
cessful commissioning of  the so-
lar plant marks a new chapter in
our commitment to cleaner ener-
gy and public responsibility. We
are proud to lead by example and
demonstrate how legislative in-
stitutions can champion environ-
mental stewardship.” He said the
work of  e-Vidhan was completed
in just 100 days through the dedi-
cated efforts of  the NeVA team. 

The chief  minister described
the commissioning of  the solar
plant as a turning point in insti-
tutional accountability towards
environmental protection. 

Delhi Assembly To Be First In Country To Operate Fully On Solar Power

Bill To Regulate School Fee
Hikes To Be Taken Up Today

1. Removing from school rolls  
2. Withholding results 3. Blocking access 
to education 4. Humiliation or mental 
harassment 5. Penalty: 50,000 per violation 
6. No action without hearing

A   Ban on excess fee
Schools cannot collect 
more than the fee 
approved under Education 
Reform Bill, 2025

B   School-level oversight
Every school must form a 
Parent-Teachers Association

A School-Level Fee 
Regulation Committee must 
be constituted annually

WHAT THE BILL MAY LOOK LIKE

Chairperson: School 
management 
representative

Secretary: Principal

3 teachers + 5 
parents (via draw 
of lots)

E   Composition of school-level fee 
regulation committee

F   Fee proposal and decision timeline

C   District fee appellate committee
1. Headed by district deputy  
director of education

2. Includes education officers,  
a CA, finance officials, 2 parent reps  
& 2 school reps

3. Decisions binding for 3 academic years

4. Further appeal possible to a Revision 
Committee within 30 days

G   Penalties for overcharging: Refund excess fee within 20 working days

Escalating fines if refund is delayed

Additional actions for  
repeated violations:

1. Bar from holding school posts

2. Restrict fee hike proposals

3. Suspension/withdrawal of 
recognition

4. Management takeover

5. Right to hearing before 
penalties

D   Criteria for setting fees
1. Location and infrastructure

2. Staff salary and qualifications

3. Administrative and maintenance costs

4. Education quality and learning standards

5. Surplus and revenue used for  
approved purposes

6. Govt aid and external contributions

7. Other prescribed factors

Observer: Nominated by 
Directorate of Education

At least 1 member 
from SC/ST/SEBC 
communities

At least 2  
women members

Tenure: 1 academic year

No parent can be selected for more than two 
consecutive terms

Must hold at least one meeting before August 15

1. School proposes fee for next 3 years (by July 31)

2. SLFRC can revise but not exceed the proposal

3. If undecided by Sept 15, case moves to District 
Fee Appellate Committee (DFAC) by Sept 30

4. Previous year’s fee continues during appeal

5. Parents can appeal SLFRC decision  
to DFAC within 30 days

1st violation 

1–5 lakh
Repeat 

2–10 lakhFines:

Doubles after 

20 days

Quadruples after 60 days

Triples after 

40 days

H   Ban on 
coercive fee 
recovery

NO CHILD 
CAN BE 

HARASSED 
FOR UNPAID 

FEES BY

The National e-Vidhan Application was inaugurated on Sunday

Rajesh Mehta

Meghna Dhulia &
Abhinav Rajput TNN

New Delhi: Soniya, the 34-year-old wo-
man who allegedly hired a relative to
kill her husband last year, seemed to ha-
ve maintained an online facade of  being
a devoted wife who missed him deeply.

In one of  the videos posted nearly
two weeks before her arrest, Soniya em-
bedded a photograph of  herself  with
her late husband, 42-year-old
Pritam Prakash, and was seen
lip-syncing to a sad song. In anot-
her clip, she shared a collage of
their pictures together. An old
video posted in March showed
her playing Holi with him. 

“This was done to maintain a
social profile suggesting she mis-
sed her husband and portray the
image of  a ‘devoted’ wife before
the public,” an investigator said.

According to police, after fi-
ling a missing person complaint
regarding her husband at Alipur
police station in northwest Delhi
last year, Soniya regularly visi-
ted the station, inquired about
updates on the case and even broke
down often. 

The investigator added that after the
murder, Soniya went on outings in the
city with her alleged lover, Rohit, whom
she met in 2023-24 on social media.
“What we found was that she was not ab-
le to write, so she used speech-to-text to
reply in social media chats,” police said.

Soniya married Pritam at the age of

16, and the couple had three children.
Their relationship was said to be troub-
led due to Prakash’s drug addiction, vio-
lent behaviour and a criminal record
with 10 cases. Seeing her husband as an
obstacle to marrying Rohit, she plotted
to eliminate him.

She allegedly paid Vijay, her sister’s
brother-in-law, to kill Prakash and dis-
pose of  the body near Agwanpur villa-

ge, near Sonipat, where the sis-
ter lives. Sonya also went to the
village with Prakash. 

After she returned home in
Alipur, locals repeatedly asked
her about Prakash. Feeling the
pressure, she filed a complaint
on July 20, 2024, claiming he
went missing during the night of
July 5-6.

The body was recovered from
a drain in Gannaur on July 10
last year and a murder case was
registered. Vijay later sent Soni-
ya a news article about the uni-
dentified body. Police plan to
match the DNA of  the recovered
body with that of  the children or

other relatives of  the deceased.
Police have also arrested Rohit, the al-

leged lover. Vijay was earlier arrested in a
theft case and is currently lodged in a Ha-
ryana jail. Rohit, who has four prior cri-
minal cases, including on charges of
murder and arms violations, worked as a
private cab driver between Sonipat and
Delhi. He married this April, but continu-
ed his relationship with Soniya. 

Wife’s online grief was
part of plot, say police 

Abhay@timesofindia.com

Soniya (Top),
Pritam

New Delhi: Parts of  the city experienced
light to very light rain on Sunday morning,
even as several areas recorded rain from late
Saturday night until the early morning ho-
urs. India Meteorological Department (IMD)
earlier forecast that the city was likely to see
light to moderate rain on Monday. However, it
later revised this to light to very light rain,
and no colour-coded warning was issued.

Meanwhile, no major rain occurred on Sun-
day, while the day turned humid with a heat in-
dex or 'feels like' temperature of  43.9 degrees Cel-
sius at 3 pm. Isolated areas of  the city recorded
drizzling, with Pragati Maidan recording 0.1mm
and Pusa recording 0.5mm of  rainfall respective-
ly between 8.30 am and 5.30 pm. The base station
at Safdarjung recorded no rain, however, betwe-
en 8.30 am Saturday and 8.30 am Sunday, it recor-
ded 16.7mm of  rainfall.

According to weather analysts, the region
would still see instances of  high-intensity rain
over the week since the monsoon line of  the
trough will keep oscillating around the region.

“The monsoon trough at mean sea level
continues to pass through Amritsar, Chandi-
garh, Shamli, Shahjahanpur, Lucknow, Cha-
pra, Bankura, Canning, and thence southe-
astwards to the northeast Bay of  Bengal,”
stated IMD.

Meanwhile, the maximum temperature
on Sunday at Safdarjung was recorded at 34.3
degrees Celsius, normal for the season, aga-
inst 33.7 degrees Celsius a day earlier. The mi-
nimum temperature was recorded at 24.2 deg-
rees Celsius, three notches below normal,
against 25.7 degrees Celsius a day earlier.

Expect light rain, no
colour-code warning
issued by Met dept

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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New Delhi: At a time when ar-
tificial intelligence is resha-
ping how we learn, teach and
think, IIT Delhi took a leap in-
to the future. Last year, IIT Del-
hi formed a dedicated commit-
tee to explore how generative
AI tools could be ethically and
effectively integrated into tea-
ching, research and examina-
tions. After months of  collec-
ting detailed feedback from
both students and faculty, the
committee released a compre-
hensive report covering short-
term goals that revealed some
eye-opening trends.

A significant 80% of  stu-
dents reported using genera-
tive AI (GenAI) tools, with
81% of  them engaging with
these technologies several ti-
mes a week. Around 10% of
the respondents have even in-
vested in paid subscriptions,
citing the limitations and in-
accuracy of  free versions as a
major concern.

Based on these insights,
the institute released a set of
guidelines. A cornerstone of
these new rules is the manda-
tory disclosure of  any con-
tent generated or assisted by
GenAI tools for transparency
and academic integrity.

“We mandated that all aca-
demic programmes include
exposure to artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning.
Most departments have alrea-
dy incorporated the elements,
ensuring that all graduates
from IIT Delhi will soon pos-
sess strong proficiency in AI.
This committee was formed
on April 9, 2024, to guide this
transition and determine the
best approach for integrating
AI,” said Rangan Banerjee, di-
rector of  IIT Delhi.

In the long term, the com-
mittee was tasked with provi-
ding clear guidance on the
use of  GenAI tools while mo-

nitoring advancements in
the field, identifying the ne-
cessary training and support
infrastructure to ensure the-
ir effective and equitable use,
and recommending a gover-
nance structure and AI poli-
cies that align with the exis-
ting policy framework.

The report states, “While
generative AI tools offer po-
tential benefits—such as per-
sonalised, real-time feedback
and customized learning ex-
periences—they also raise sig-
nificant concerns. These tools
can produce inaccurate or
misleading responses, and ex-
cessive reliance on them may
undermine essential learning
outcomes, particularly the de-
velopment of  critical thinking
skills. It is imperative for edu-
cational institutions to estab-
lish clear guidelines that edu-
cate and sensitise both stu-
dents and faculty”.

The genesis of  this initia-
tive reflects the growing re-
cognition that GenAI tools
are no longer futuristic con-
cepts but active collaborators
in academic life. They offer
undeniable benefits—perso-
nalised, real-time feedback,
efficient writing assistance,
and novel ways to visualise
and explore complex topics.
Yet, their rapid adoption has
also brought challenges and
concerns that the committee
sought to understand firs-
thand by engaging with the
campus community.

Asurvey circulated among
faculty and students revealed
a nuanced picture of  AI’s cur-
rent role at IIT Delhi. Accor-
ding to the feedback of  427 stu-
dent respondents, AI facilita-
ted their learning by simplify-
ing concepts, creating mind
maps, and simulating scena-
rios to deepen understanding.
However, they also identified
significant limitations: inac-
curacies in AI responses, diffi-
culties with complex or con-

text-specific questions, and
poor performance in mathe-
matical reasoning and code
debugging. Some students
even voiced concerns about
data privacy and unequal ac-

fessional ethical issues with
AI use, while others worried
about risks to intellectual in-
tegrity and the potential ero-
sion of  critical thinking
skills. This group cautioned

tions. Additionally, the institu-
te is encouraged to secure
campus-wide licences for pre-
mium AI tools, ensuring equi-
table access and levelling the
playing field for all depart-
ments and users.

Specific guidance for aca-
demic units stresses the need
to embed AI education into
core curricula, including
professional ethics and do-
main-specific GenAI applica-
tions. Learning outcomes-
—both at the programme and
course level—should be rede-
signed to reflect AI’s trans-
formative impact, emphasi-
sing skills like critical thin-
king, original analysis and
knowledge application be-
yond AI’s reach. A curated

and regularly updated reso-
urce compendium on ethical
and constructive AI use sho-
uld be developed to support
students and faculty alike.

Acknowledging that out-
right bans on AI use are im-
practical, the committee advi-
ses that plagiarism policies be
revised to explicitly address
these tools. These policies sho-
uld encourage transparency
and responsible use, penalise
unethical behaviour, such as
submitting AI-generated work
without meaningful personal
input, and reward honest en-
gagement with AI technologi-
es. Faculty members are also
urged to review assessment
outcomes where AI tools are
involved, to refine assign-
ments, identify academic dis-
honesty and raise awareness
of  AI’s role in education.

The path forward involves
not only adapting to technologi-
cal change but doing so tho-
ughtfully—ensuring that AI en-
hances the critical thinking,
creativity and integrity at the
heart of  learning and discovery.

from 88 participants, echoed
many of  these insights. Aro-
und 77% of  faculty members
use GenAI tools, with half  do-
ing so regularly, reflecting a
broad acceptance of  AI’s utili-
ty in academic workflows. Fa-
culty members harness these
tools for writing assistance,
summarising research litera-
ture, preparing instructional
materials, and streamlining
administrative tasks, thereby
enhancing productivity.

However, they also raised
serious concerns about intel-
lectual integrity, the impact
on students’ critical thinking
development, and the chal-
lenges of  fair grading when
AI-generated content is in-
volved. The lack of  reliable
detection tools for AI-autho-
red work further complicates
assessment fairness.

Recognising these comp-
lexities, the committee’s re-
commendations offer a ba-
lanced framework designed
to harness AI’s benefits while
safeguarding academic valu-
es. At the individual level,
students, researchers, and fa-
culty are urged to disclose AI
use transparently—whether
in text, images, or data visua-
lisations—to uphold acade-
mic integrity. They must take
full responsibility for verify-
ing and fact-checking AI-ge-
nerated content, ensuring it
is original and free from pla-
giarism. Users are also advi-
sed to protect privacy by avoi-
ding the input of  sensitive or
personally identifiable infor-
mation into AI tools.

For the institution, the
committee recommends regu-
lar workshops developed in
collaboration with academic
units to educate and sensitise
both students and faculty on
ethical, responsible, and effec-
tive AI use. Faculty develop-
ment programmes should in-
clude dedicated modules on
AI’s applications and implica-

that overreliance on AI might
stifle personal agency and
authentic engagement with
learning, thereby impeding
intellectual growth.

Faculty responses, drawn

cess to paid AI subscriptions,
highlighting the socio-econo-
mic dimensions of  AI equity.

When it came to ethics,
the students were divided-
—just over half  saw no pro-

IIT-D Sets Ground Rules For Use Of Artificial Intelligence To Ensure Ethical And Effective Integration Into Teaching, Research And Exams 

AI, But Verify: Navigating Future Of Learning 
THINK BEFORE YOU PROMPT
STUDENTS’ PERSPECTIVE

WHAT STUDENTS USE IT FOR

HOW FACULTY SEES AI TOOLS

52%
felt GenAI tools 

don't raise ethical 
concerns

81%
Reported 

regular use 
in a week

10%
have opted 

for paid 
subscriptions

80%
have used 

GenAI 
tools

*Some students noted that the free versions are often inaccurate

Coding

Idea generation

Exam and quiz preparation

62%

58

52

 Responses could be misleading

 Tools often struggle with complex or 
layered prompts

 Weaknesses in problem-solving 
tasks requiring either mathematical 

and/or logical reasoning skills

 Limited abilities in code debugging

 Concerns over data privacy

 Unequal access to high-quality  
AI tools 

LIMITATIONS IDENTIFIED BY STUDENTS

Reported actively using GenAI tools 
across various academic tasks

70

Expressed interest in participating 
in training sessions focused on the 
effective use of GenAI tools

76

Opted for paid subscriptions
17

Utilise these tools regularly, daily 
to several times per week

50

Respondents have engaged with GenAI tools
77%

WHAT STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND 
RESEARCHERS MUST DO
Disclosure | Any content generated with 
GenAI tools must be fully disclosed to 
ensure transparency and integrity

Ownership | Authors of content should 
assume full responsibility for verifying the 
accuracy of their work

Data privacy | Exercise caution when 
inputting data or queries into GenAI tools 
as these inputs could potentially become 
publicly accessible

WHAT INSTITUTES MUST DO
 Organise workshops in collaboration 

with academic units to promote fair and 
effective use of AI tools

 Integrate applications and implications 
of AI tools into faculty development 
programmes and orientation workshops

 Acquire institute-wide licence for 
advanced and accurate versions of tools 

 Establish plagiarism policies addressing 
ethical AI use, encouraging transparency 
and responsible engagement

TIMES Special

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The competition
for a seat at Delhi University
is far from over. The universi-
ty has opened the third round
of  undergraduate admissions
for the 2025–26 academic ses-
sion under its Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS), of-
fering multiple pathways for
students to secure or improve
their placements.

This phase introduces seve-
ral key features, including seat
upgradation, mid-entry appli-
cations, and category-based ad-
missions. Students who secu-
red seats in the first or second
rounds can now reorder their
course-college preferences in
hopes of  obtaining a more pre-
ferred option. The window for
upgradation and preference
modification was open from

the evening of  Aug 2 and closed
at 4.59 pm on Aug 3.

The results of  upgraded
seat allocations will be anno-
unced on August 5 at 5 pm. Col-
leges will then begin the app-
roval process, which will con-
tinue until 4.59 pm on August
6. Students allotted upgraded
seats must complete the fee
payment by August 7, 4.59 pm
to confirm their admission.
The vacancy list for the next
round will be published on
August 8 at 5 pm.

In a welcome move for late
applicants, the university has
opened a mid-entry window for
students who missed earlier ro-
unds. Applications for mid-ent-
ry will be accepted from August
8to 10. This option is particular-
ly helpful for those who were
unable to register earlier due to
unforeseen circumstances.

Another important addi-
tion is the activation of  cate-
gory-based applications, allo-
wing eligible candidates to
apply under their respective
reservation categories. With
this phase, DU is working to
make its admission process
more accessible and inclusi-
ve—providing a second chan-
ce to late applicants while also
refining seat distribution for
those already in the system.

Looking back at the se-
cond round of  seat alloca-
tions, a total of  87,335 students
were offered placements
across various colleges and
programmes. This included
24,843 new allocations and
27,314 upgradations, indica-
ting considerable movement
from the first list. At the same
time, 17,922 candidates chose
to freeze their existing seats.

Third round of DU’s admission race
begins with option of seat upgrade 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: In a move that will
meet to some extent the demand
for bungalows in Lutyens’ Delhi,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to inaugurate a
complex with 184 large flats 
for MPs on Baba Kharak Singh
Marg next week.

There is high demand for the-
se flats among the lawmakers, so-
urces said. The new complex has
four towers (25-storey each with
two levels of  basement) and was
completed in two years. Each
flat, with a carpet area of  around
5,000 sq feet, has five bedrooms,
offices for the MP and their PA,
and two rooms for helpers. Each
room has an attached toilet.

“These flats have more space
than the Type-VIII bungalows
which comprise the top catego-
ry,” said a source.

Officials said Sam India In-
frastructure, which had bagged
the project, has not used bricks in
the structures, employing RCC
and aluminium stuttering for fas-
ter construction. “While the tradi-
tional construction method al-
lows the roof  to be laid in a period
of  30-35 days, through this met-
hod, it can be done every 10-12 days.
So, the construction period redu-

ces significantly,” said an official.
The Central Public Works 

Department (CPWD) has imple-
mented the project at an expendi-
ture of  around Rs 550 crore. The
buildings have a shelf  life of  
over 100 years.

The two-level basement has
the capacity to accommodate 500
cars. A community centre has al-
so been built in the complex for
lawmakers to hold social events.
There will be four shops at the
community centre to meet the re-
quirements of  MPs.

“We have also taken care of
environmental considerations.
Solar panels have been installed
on rooftops, and we are confident
of  the project getting GRIHA 4-
star rating,” said a source. A GRI-
HA 4-star rating signifies that a
building is “best practice envi-
ronmental performer”.

In recent years, the govt has
created additional accommoda-
tion for MPs in the national capi-
tal. Lutyens’ Delhi has around
3,000 govt-owned properties and
600 private bungalows.

Residential complex for MPs in
city to be inaugurated next week

The new complex has four towers — 25-storey each with two levels of basement

Dipak.Dash@timesofindia.comNew Delhi: In a move set to energise classrooms
and empower students, Delhi govt will introduce
student clubs in 100 govt schools starting from the
2025–26 academic session. These clubs aim to give
students new platforms for expression, explora-
tion, and all-round development — going far beyond
textbooks and exams.

According to a circular issued by Directorate of
Education (DoE), each school will launch two clubs
— one focused on language learning, and the other
on a wide range of  co-curricular activities. Stu-
dents can choose from Hindi, English, Sanskrit, Ur-
du, or Punjabi for the language club, helping them
refine their communication skills in both classical
and contemporary contexts.

The second club will allow students to dive into di-
verse interest areas, such as science, mathematics,
sports and yoga, visual or performing arts, inclusive
education (Samarth), or leadership through a stu-
dent council. This flexible approach ensures that eve-
ry learner finds a space to thrive.

“To support this initiative, each school will rece-
ive Rs 20,000 in funding — Rs 10,000 per club. The fi-
nancial aid is intended to ensure smooth opera-
tions, resource availability, and sustained engage-
ment across the year,” said an official.

Participation in at least one club will be mandato-
ry for all students, encouraging broad-based involve-
ment. DoE has also emphasised the importance of  de-
tailed record-keeping and proper fund utilisation.
School heads have been tasked with overseeing the
programme’s implementation and ensuring that
objectives are met effectively.

The department has further instructed school
principals to maintain comprehensive and regular-
ly updated records of  all student club activities. TNN

Delhi govt launches
student clubs to nurture
skills beyond books
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“In the shadow of justice, a sculpture stands firm as life rolls 
on in Delhi.” Scan the QR code and suggest another witty and 
hard-hitting caption to win the prize

Yesterday’s answer: Tibetan Colony (Majnu Ka Tila)
Winner: Manisha Bhalla (Voucher will be sent by email)

Think you know your city inside out? Take 
a hard look at photo below and scan the 
QR code to give a caption that brings out 
the chaos or the irony around us in the best 
possible words. One winner gets an Amazon 
voucher worth 500, every day!

CAPTION IT & WINCITY SH   T

Contest open till 3pm. *T&C apply Photo: Anindya Chattopadhyay

C

New Delhi: Four armed men
entered a jewellery shop and al-
legedly carried out a robbery at
gunpoint in northeast Delhi’s
Dayalpur on Sunday. Inquiry re-
vealed that the robbers not only
looted the jewellery store but al-
legedly targeted customers who
were present at the shop during
the incident as well. No arrests
have been made so far.

According to police officials,
aPCR call reporting the robbery
was received on Sunday afterno-
on. A team from the Dayalpur
police station was dispatched to
the location, identified as Street
Number 4 in Chand Bagh.

Shop owner Sadiq (27) told
police that while he was atten-
ding to a customer, four to five
men reportedly entered the sto-
re and pulled the shutter down.

Brandishing firearms, the rob-
bers allegedly decamped with
cash and jewellery from the
shop and valuables from the
customers inside. They fled the
scene shortly after the inci-
dent, the shop owner said.

Senior officers, along
with a forensic team, inspec-
ted the site and collected evi-
dence. A case under relevant
sections of  the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) was re-
gistered at the Dayalpur poli-

ce station. Multiple police te-
ams have been formed to in-
vestigate the case, and CCTV
footage from the surroun-
ding area is being reviewed
to identify the suspects and
track their escape route.

Police noted a spike in jewel-
lery store robberies in recent
months. On June 12, five armed
men reportedly looted jewelle-
ry worth over Rs 50 lakh from a
Chandni Chowk-based jeweller
in northwest Delhi’s Subhash
Place. In another incident on
June 19, a 22-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly looting
gold bracelets worth Rs 7 lakh
from a jewellery store in east
Delhi’s Farsh Bazar. On Feb 23,
armed robbers entered the sto-
re and allegedly decamped with
gold, silver ornaments, cash
and electronics in northeast
Delhi's Karawal Nagar.

Four armed men rob jewellery store in
northeast Delhi, target customers too 
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New Delhi: Two burglars who
allegedly broke into a wine shop
by drilling a hole through its
wall have been arrested in west
Delhi’s Patel Nagar, police said
on Sunday. The accused — iden-
tified as Ravi alias Ganja and
Arun alias Chobha — were
caught with over Rs 4.8 lakh in
cash and a set of  burglary tools.

The break-in occurred on the
intervening night of  July 30 and
31 at a licenced wine shop loca-
ted along Patel Road. The shop
manager discovered the theft
early the next morning and alle-
ged that unidentified individu-
als had forcibly entered the pre-
mises and decamped with app-
roximately Rs 6.5 lakh in cash.

Based on the complaint, a case
was registered under relevant
sections of  the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) pertaining to hou-
sebreaking and theft at the Patel
Nagar police station, under the ju-
risdiction of  the Central district.

“A team was immediately
formed, and officers reviewed
CCTV footage from nearby are-
as. Two individuals were spotted
moving suspiciously, with their
faces partially covered,” said

DCP (Central) Nidhin Valsan.
Following technical surve-

illance, police identified the
suspects as Ravi (28), a known
history-sheeter from Tilak Na-
gar, and Arun (23), a resident of
TC Camp in Rajouri Garden,
previously linked to at least 16
theft and burglary cases.

Raids were conducted at the-
ir suspected hideouts, leading to
their arrest. Police recovered Rs
4.81 lakh in cash from the duo,
along with a drill machine, iron
rod, and other tools allegedly
used to gain entry by drilling
through the shop's wall.

Ravi, who is listed as a "bad
character" at the Tilak Nagar po-
lice station, had previously been
externed from Delhi for two ye-
ars due to his continued crimi-
nal activity. His accomplice
Arun, police said, is also a seaso-
ned offender in house theft cases.

Their arrest has helped police
crack at least four pending theft
and burglary cases in the Patel
Nagar area, DCP Valsan added.

Both accused have been re-
manded in custody. Further in-
vestigation is underway to tra-
ce the remaining stolen cash
and verify their involvement
in other unsolved crimes.

2 drill hole to break into
wine shop, flee with cash
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New Delhi:Three months after
Delhi govt’s plan to transfer
Mandi Road to National High-
ways Authority of  India, there is
still no clarity on the status of
the handover. Meanwhile fru-
stration is growing among resi-
dents and motorists, who are ur-
ging authorities to expedite the
process in light of  the deteriora-
ting traffic conditions.

Mandi Road, one of  south Del-
hi’s most heavily congested stret-
ches, is a critical alternative route
connecting Mehrauli-Gurgaon
Road with Faridabad-Gurgaon
Road. The corridor winds thro-
ugh rural settlements, upscale
farmhouses and compact com-
mercial clusters. But it is incon-
sistent in its width and infrast-
ructure, making travel both in-
convenient and unsafe.

As rains unleash their fury,
the road is often inundated in
knee-deep water. “I stood there
one afternoon for nearly 20 mi-
nutes, just taking in the scene
— people wading through the
accumulated water, traffic at a
standstill,” said Juhi, a local
resident. “It made me question
where we were living. Even
picking up children from scho-
ol has become a challenge.”

While the proposed right of
way for the road is 30 metres, the
current width fluctuates shar-

tary, Federation of  South Delhi
Farm Houses RWAs, which re-
presents over 1,200 farmhouses
and over 25 RWAs in the Chha-
tarpur belt, said, “We had a glim-
mer of  hope first in 2012, then in
2023, and finally, earlier this year
when surveys were conducted.
But even after three months, the-
re’s been no action on the gro-
und.” He added, “The road is far
too narrow for the traffic it bears
— easily 10 times more than its
capacity. Add water tankers,
school vans, buses and the occa-
sional tractor from farmhouses,
and chaos is inevitable.”

Other city roads scheduled
for transfer to NHAI have seen
at least some administrative
progress, such as issue of  in-
ternal orders, even if  physical
transfer is pending. Two stret-
ches of  NH10 (Rohtak Road) —
Peeragarhi to Tikri Border
(13.2km) and Peeragarhi to
Zakhira (6.8km) — received
NHAI’s internal clearance and
round 8km of  NH148A (MG Ro-
ad) has also been given inter-
nal clearance, although physi-
cal handover of  both roads is
awaited. Internal approvals for
the 7.5km between Ali Village
and Ring Road on NH2 (Mathu-
ra Road) have also been issued.

Regarding Mandi Road, offi-
cials claimed, “The work is un-
der process and every formality
will be completed soon.”

ply between just 8m and 18m.
This, combined with the absen-
ce of  lane markings, street ligh-
ting, pedestrian pathways and
traffic signals renders the route
dangerous and inefficient. The
most critical point of  conges-
tion is at the entry from MG Ro-
ad, where potholes, broken sur-
faces and bottlenecks cause re-
gular traffic snarls. Emergency
vehicles, school buses, and daily
commuters often find themsel-
ves stuck there for long periods.

The road-widening project,
which requires the acquisition
of  16.9 hectares of  land, was
first conceptualised in 2012. It
was formally approved by road
engineering authority Unified
Traffic and Transportation In-
frastructure (Planning & Engi-
neering) Centre (UTTIPEC) in
March 2023. Despite this clea-
rance, no physical work com-
menced on site.

The proposed handover to
NHAI comprises two segments:
the Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road to
the Urban Extension Road-II
(UER-II) and UER-II to Farida-
bad-Gurgaon Road. Together,
these segments form a 7.7km
stretch under the broader Man-
di Road corridor. According to
the latest updates, despite two
official reminders to NHAI, no
physical handover has taken
place, according to officials.

Rajiv Tandon, general secre-

3 Months After Delhi Govt’s Proposal, No Clarity Yet On Transfer Of Key Stretch To NHAI
Mandi Road Stuck Between Jams & Plans

LONG WAIT, LITTLE PROGRESS
2012 | Mandi Road widening 
first proposed — 8–18m to be 
expanded to 30m

2023 | UTTIPEC approves plan, 
16.9 hectares to be acquired — 
no work starts

April 2025 | Govt revives 
project, proposes NHAI 
takeover for 7.7km stretch from 
Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road to UER-
II and onwards to Faridabad-
Gurgaon Road

Early July 2025 | Two reminders 
sent to NHAI — road yet to be 
handed over

Ground Reality
 Road remains choked despite 

being a major alternative route 
to Gurgaon

 Emergency vehicles, school 
buses, commuters stuck daily

 Monsoon adds knee-deep 
water and jams

 No signs of construction or 
traffic relief

Status of Other Road Transfers to NHAI (as of early July 2025)

National Highway Stretch of Road Total Length

NH-10 (Rohtak Road) Peeragarhi to Zakhira;  
Peeragarhi Chowk to Tikri Border

6.8km; 
13.2km

NH-2 (Mathura Road) Ali Village till Ring Road Ashram Junction 7.5km 
NH-148A (MG Road) MG Road 8Km

NHAI has 
issued orders 
internally but 

actual handover 
yet to be done
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MG Road
Chhatarpur
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New Delhi: The Delhi State
Legal Services Authority
(DSLSA) awarded Rs 2 lakh as
interim financial assistance to
a 19-year-old woman who at-
tempted suicide by ingesting
acid in July after being decei-
ved in a relationship. The mo-
ney was disbursed on July 21.

The survivor was allegedly
coerced into a physical rela-
tionship by a man who falsely
promised marriage once she re-
ached adulthood. When he later
reneged on his commitment,
the teenager, overwhelmed by
the betrayal and emotional
trauma, consumed acid at her
residence in Vasant Kunj.

Acting on a TOI report,
DSLSA stepped in and depu-
ted a legal aid counsel, a para-
legal volunteer and a counsel-
lor to provide comprehensive
support to the survivor and
her family.

“DSLSA also provides free
psychological counselling sup-
port at each of  its district legal
services authorities across co-
urt complexes in Delhi. Such
services are offered by experi-
enced counsellors on the pay-
roll of  DSLSA to the survivors
of  sexual offences, acid attacks
and drug abuse, and even in ca-
ses of  matrimonial disputes,”
said Rajeev Bansal, member
secretary of  DSLSA.

Since the initiation of  the
counselling service in 2024,
thousands of  survivors have
utilised it as a stepping stone
towards rehabilitation and ho-
pe, he added.

The woman was rushed to
Safdarjung Hospital in critical
condition, where she was fo-
und in desperate need of  both
medical attention and emotio-
nal support. Upon directions
from Bansal, following new-
spaper reports, New Delhi Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
acted swiftly.

DSLSA officials told TOI
that the New Delhi DLSA,

through its secretary Kumar
Rahul, acted with remarkable
urgency and compassion to
restore hope and dignity to a
young woman in crisis.

The survivor’s mother sha-
red a grim reality with the visi-
ting team—the hospital was
unable to provide essential me-
dicines and medical supplies,
forcing the already distressed
family to borrow money for
her treatment, said officials.

In response, the authority
immediately issued a letter on
July 4 to the medical superin-
tendent of  Safdarjung Hospi-
tal, citing a landmark judg-

ment of  Delhi High Court that
mandates the provision of  free
medical aid to such survivors.
The hospital was urged to en-
sure comprehensive and time-
ly treatment for free, and a de-
tailed medical status report
was sought to monitor her pro-
gress, said a DSLSA official.

Meanwhile, the mother was
informed about her daughter’s
legal rights, including access to
free legal aid, counselling ser-
vices and compensation. She
later visited the New Delhi
DLSA office, where she was co-
unselled and supported thro-
ugh every legal step.

A compensation applica-
tion was filed under the Delhi
Victim Compensation Scheme
before Patiala House Court,
which, recognising the urgen-
cy of  the matter, granted the in-
terim compensation of  Rs
2,00,000, offering much-needed
financial relief  for the young
woman’s medical care and re-
habilitation. All required for-
malities, including bank acco-
unt verification, identification
and documentation, were coor-
dinated by the para-legal volun-
teer from the hospital premises.

“DSLSA consistently stri-
ves to provide a holistic support
system, including legal, psy-
chological and financial, to sur-
vivors and ensure complete
handholding throughout the
process,” said Abhinav Pandey,
secretary (litigation) at DSLSA.

Teen who ingested acid over soured
relationship gets help from DSLSA
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New Delhi: The bodies of  two Nigerian
nationals have been found on the first
floor of  a clothing showroom located in
southwest Delhi’s Dabri on Sunday.

According to police, two Nigerian natio-
nals were found dead on the first floor of  a
building in Chanakya Place, Uttam Nagar.
The showroom, located behind a clothing
godown, was reportedly rented by an indi-
vidual identified as Henry. Upon being
alerted early Sunday morning, police pro-
mptly reached the location, securing the
scene of  the crime. An investigation team,
along with experts from the forensic sci-
ence laboratory, inspected the premises.

According to initial findings, there we-
re no visible external injuries on the dece-
ased, and no signs of  foul play were obser-
ved. The bodies were identified as those of

Joshep and Chibitern, both Nigerian na-
tionals. They were subsequently shifted to
the Deen Dayal Upadhyay mortuary.

Preliminary inquiries revealed that
the two were residing in the Burari area of
north Delhi and travelled to Chanakya
Place a day before their deaths. The purpo-
se of  their visit remains unclear and is
currently under investigation, said police.

Officials said that while early signs
do not suggest any criminal involve-
ment, the case remains under close
scrutiny. “We are verifying the circums-
tances that led to the death and gathe-
ring local intelligence. The post-mor-
tem report will provide clearer in-
sights,” a senior police officer said.

Meanwhile, police are also revie-
wing CCTV footage from the area to tra-
ce the movements of  the deceased and
identify any suspicious activity. 

Bodies of two Nigerians found
in southwest Delhi showroom

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A 28-year-old man from Uttar
Pradesh has been arrested by Delhi Police
for allegedly circulating sexually explicit
content of  a woman and attempting to
blackmail her via social media platforms.

Acase was registered at the Cyber Police
Station of  northwest Delhi based on a comp-
laint by the victim’s brother. Police said the
complainant alleged that a known individu-
al had sent him obscene photos and videos
of  his sister and threatened to make them
public unless certain demands were met. 

Investigation revealed that the accused,
identified as Prabhat Chaudhary, is a close
family member of  the complainant. He alle-
gedly created multiple fake social media ac-
counts to harass the woman and used “view
once” feature on messaging apps to avoid le-
aving evidence. A police team was constitu-
ted to trace the accused. “We tracked his di-
gital footprint through sustained technical
surveillance and arrested him,” said DCP
(northwest) Bhisham Singh. TNN

Man held for using obscene
content to blackmail woman 
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New Delhi: Denying bail to a
man in a POCSO case, Delhi
High Court on Friday obser-
ved that mere public outcry
and media coverage of  the in-
cident cannot diminish the
gravity of  the offence.

A single judge bench of
Justice Girish Kathpalia ob-
served that the court cannot
minutely examine the eviden-
ce on record and that the bro-
ad picture showed the grueso-
me manner in which an eight-
year-old girl was raped and
killed, that too by her cousin.
He said, "Merely because the-
re was public outcry and me-
dia coverage of  the incident,
the gravity of  the offence does
not diminish."

According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused committed ra-
pe upon an eight-year-old girl,
strangled her, and hid the dead
body in a plastic bag in a pit.

The accused claimed th
at he was falsely implicated 
in the case due to public pr
essure and media scrutiny. He
said that there was doubt
regarding the time of  death of
the girl.

The FIR was registered in
2016 for offences under Sec-
tion 302 (murder), 363 (kidnap-
ping), and 201 (causing disap-
pearance of  evidence) of  IPC,
and Section 6 (aggravated pe-
netrative sexual assault) of
the POCSO Act.

The bench noted that while
prolonged incarceration is
certainly a ground for relea-

sing the accused on bail, it is
not the solitary one. It said,
"The court has to keep in mind
various judicially sanctified
parameters, including the na-
ture and gravity of  the alleged
crime and the material on re-
cord to support the same."

The court, dismissing the
bail application, observed, "It
is not just the grave consequ-
ences of  the offences alleged

against the accused/appli-
cant. One also cannot ignore
that a relationship of  trust
between the cousins was ex-
ploited by the accused/appli-
cant in such a brutal manner."

The counsel of  the accu-
sed, referring to the post-mor-
tem report of  the girl, submit-
ted that the entire autopsy
was carried out within one ho-
ur, which raises doubt over its
correctness. He also argued
that the accused has been in
jail for about nine years and
four months and cannot be
confined indefinitely. 

Public outcry does not
diminish gravity of the
offence, HC denies bail
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COURT SAYS

It is not just the grave
consequences of the
offences alleged
against the accused.
One also cannot ignore
that a relationship of
trust between the
cousins was exploited
by the accused in such
a brutal manner

New Delhi: SBK Singh, who
has been given the additional
charge of  Delhi Police commis-
sioner, has expressed dissatis-
faction over the disposal of  ca-
ses and asked officers to pay
special attention to the issue.

In a letter to the city police
brass, Singh wrote that du-
ring a review, he observed that
the disposal of  cases within
the stipulated periods of  60-90
days, as prescribed in the new
criminal laws, was below sa-
tisfactory, which required the-
ir personal attention. “The
status shall be reviewed in the
next crime review meeting,”
he wrote.

Sources said Singh also
emphasised the need for skill
and etiquette training for offi-
cers who regularly interact
with the public. This includes
duty officers at police sta-
tions, station staff  engaging
with citizens during patrol-
ling or at crime scenes, and
traffic police, PCR and special

branch personnel involved in
passport or character verifi-
cation processes.

Another key point high-
lighted was the setting up of
integrated public facilitation
desks at police stations. These
desks should be manned by
two personnel, including at le-
ast one woman officer, and be
equipped to address queries
not only related to traditional
crimes but also cybercrime,
and grievances concerning
women and children.

Sources added that the two
key proposals, skill and etiqu-
ette training for personnel and
the establishment of  integra-
ted public facilitation desks,
would be taken up for discus-
sion in the upcoming meeting
of  senior Delhi Police officers.

Earlier, in his first brie-
fing, Singh allotted them
monthly assignments, sour-
ces said. The DCPs were asked
to enforce crime prevention
measures in their jurisdiction
and enhance patrolling ahead
of  Aug 15. 

New CP seeks better
case disposal, soft skills 
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New Delhi: Crime Branch of
Delhi Police has registered a
case and launched a probe
against a group allegedly in-
volved in forging official do-
cuments and defrauding the
govt through fake invoicing
and GST evasion.

Directorate General of  GST
Intelligence (DGGI) conducted
aprobe into a syndicate suspec-
ted of  orchestrating a sophisti-
cated scheme to defraud the
govt exchequer. The accused al-
legedly submitted forged docu-
ments and manipulated court
procedures to reinstate GST re-
gistrations that had previously
been cancelled.

Officials said four writ
petitions were filed by indivi-
duals representing entities
whose GST registrations were
revoked. These petitions reli-
ed on forged show cause noti-
ces dated between Sept 2024
and Feb 2025. The falsified
documents were used to cla
im that cancellations lacked
legal basis. 

Based on these, the courts
granted favourable orders.
However, a review by the Cen-
tral GST, Delhi, East Commis-
sionerate, flagged discrepan-
cies, revealing at least four
such orders were obtained
using forged official docu-
ments. Subsequently, the co-
urt directed the DGGI to
complete a detailed investiga-
tion within one week and sub-
mit a formal complaint to the
Crime Branch.

A complaint has been lod-
ged, leading to FIR registration.

Forged GST
invoicing used
to defraud govt

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The number of
prosecutions related to spee-
ding saw a 14% increase this
year compared with the same
period last year.

Delhi Police data showed
that from Jan to June 15, as ma-
ny as 14,27,691 notices were is-
sued to drivers for speeding
against 12,55,634 in the same
period last year. A police offi-
cer said speeding was frequent
during night hours and on
stretches with lighter traffic.
According to the officer, com-
mercial and heavy vehicles al-
so raced away when the no-ent-
ry time was lifted. SUVs are re-
gular offenders in these cases.

An officer revealed that ma-
ny offenders admitted to spee-
ding for the thrill, while others
were found to be intoxicated. So-
me claimed they were in a hurry
or heading to important destina-
tions, but the officer stressed
that no justification outweighed
the risks posed to public safety.
"Night-time speeding, especially
involving commercial vehicles
and SUVs, remains a significant
concern," the officer added.

The data showed that Va-
sant Vihar, with 1,53,997 noti-
ces, led the most affected areas
in traffic circles followed by
Mehrauli with 1,19,356 and
Mayur Vihar with 1,13,360.

Ajay Chaudhary, special
commissioner of  police (Traf-

fic), disclosed that in order to ef-
fectively curb the offence of
speeding, law enforcement aut-
horities had installed over-spe-

ed violation detection (OSVD)
cameras at various locations. 

These advanced cameras
are designed to automatically

detect vehicles exceeding the
speed limit and promptly send
the violation details to the poli-
ce control room.

Rohit Baluja, president of
the Institute of  Road Traffic
Education, highlighted that the
core issue behind speeding lay
in the improper determination
of  speed limits, which should
follow sound traffic enginee-
ring principles. He stressed am-
biguity in setting and display-
ing speed limits, citing the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act, Section 112,
standing order 1522(E), and In-
dian Road Congress Codes of
Practice as essential references.

Baluja also said that many
drivers sped to compensate for
lost time or due to a lack of  moni-
toring. He recommended placing

speed signs on both sides of  ro-
ads and repeating them after eve-
ry junction. Enforcement, espe-
cially at night, is minimal and ur-
gently needs improvement.

Transport expert Anil
Chhikara recalled that in the
1980s, vehicles used to vibrate
when driven above 60kmph.
This served as a natural deter-
rent to speeding. However, with
car manufacturing and techno-
logies improving, today, even at
speeds of  100 kmph, there are no
such vehicular alerts and the
cars race ahead comfortably
even at such speeds. He also sa-
id that driver training did not
adequately emphasise the im-
portance of  avoiding speeding.

Delinquency Frequent During Night And On Stretches With Lighter Traffic

Rushing Now, Paying Later: Capital
Sees 14% Rise In Speeding Offences

Abhay@timesofindia.com

CRACKDOWN ON SPEEDING VEHICLES

2025

14,27,691

Data from 
Jan to 

June 15 
for both 

years

Top 10 affected traffic circles and number of 
notices issued this year

Vasant Vihar

Mehrauli

Mayur Vihar

Delhi Cantt

Bhajanpura

Parliament Street

Civil Lines

Dwarka

Timarpur

Paschim Vihar

Past incidents
JUNE

 A 50-year-old homeless man died 
after being struck by a speeding 
car in east Delhi’s Kalyanpuri

 A man died in a fatal hit-and-run 
involving a speeding vehicle in 
Vasant Kunj

 An Audi, allegedly rashly driven 
by a businessman, hit a couple and 
their one-year-old daughter, who 
were on a motorbike, near Hazrat 
Nizamuddin

 A speeding bus collided with 
another bus, leaving one dead 
and two injured in central Delhi’s 
Ranjeet Nagar

MAY

 A speeding hydra crane ran over 
a young man, resulting in his death 
in southwest Delhi’s Kapashera

 A 19-year-old allegedly 
intoxicated driver crashed his 
speeding car into a bicycle and 
then a roadside shanty in west 
Delhi’s Janakpuri

MARCH

A two-year-old girl died after 
she was hit by a speeding car in 
northwest Delhi’s Bawana
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2024

12,55,634

Notices
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New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Friday set aside a judicial ma-
gistrate's order directing ac-
cused persons to stand in co-
urt with their hands straight
in the air as punishment for
wasting judicial time and fai-
ling to furnish their bail
bonds in time.

The court of  Principal Dis-
trict & Sessions Judge, South-
West, Dwarka Courts, Anju
Bajaj Chandna, noted that
such a sentence is not con-
templated in law. The court al-
so advised the judicial officer
concerned to properly read
and understand the legal pro-
visions before using his dis-
cretionary powers.

"Without hearing, petitio-
ners (accused) were asked to
stand in the court till the rising
of  the court with their hands
straight in the air. This kind of
sentence is not contemplated
in law," said the court.

The order in question was

passed by the court of  Judici-
al Magistrate First Class Sau-
rabh Goyal in a criminal appe-
al (later treated as revision) fi-
led by two accused, Kuldeep
and Rakesh, challenging their
conviction under Section 228
IPC (Intentional insult or in-
terruption to public servant
sitting in judicial proceeding)
and the punishment imposed
by the magistrate court.

Referring to Article 21 of
the Constitution of  India, Ses-
sions Judge observed that the
fundamental right to personal
liberty can only be curtailed by
a procedure established by law.

"The object of  law is to en-
sure that basic human rights
are not violated. The judges

are duty-bound to safeguard
basic and natural rights me-
ant for a dignified existence of
individuals. Every person ap-
pearing before the court (even
if  involved in crime) has the
inalienable right to live with
dignity and is entitled to equal
respect. It is the duty of  the co-
urt to ensure that no person
can be detained without pro-
per legal justification or wit-
hout following due process of
law," the court said.

The court also said that the
concerned magistrate failed
to note that new criminal laws
came into effect on July 1, 2024,
and that the proceedings con-
ducted by the magistrate un-
der the IPC were an incorrect

application of  law.
The accused submitted be-

fore Sessions court that the
punishment amounted to a
gross misuse of  the process of
law and that they were convic-
ted without being given an op-
portunity to show cause. 

The Sessions court noted
that the complaint in question
was pending before the magist-
rate and that on January 20,
2025, the accused were granted
bail with directions to furnish
personal and surety bonds.

The matter was adjourned
multiple times thereafter, and
on May 6, 2025, they were again
directed to furnish bail bonds
with a warning that default wo-
uld attract a cost of  Rs 10,000.

The court observed that
the order of  the concerned ma-
gistrate did not qualify the test
of  legality and propriety as,
the court noted, non-furnis-
hing of  bail bonds by the accu-
sed persons cannot be termed
as a contemptuous act by any
stretch of  interpretation.

‘Asking petitioners to stand with hands in
air as punishment not contemplated in law’
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THE COURT SAYS

The object of law is to ensure that basic human
rights are not violated. The judges are duty-bound to
safeguard basic and natural rights meant for a
dignified existence of individuals

Kolkata: West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee hit
out at Delhi Police on Sunday over a notice alle-
gedly issued to Banga Bhawan in the national ca-
pital seeking help to translate “Bangladeshi lang-
uage” for an ongoing trial. The trial relates to
eight suspected illegal immigrants from Bangla-
desh who had been arrested by Lodhi Colony poli-
ce. The CM called the notice “scandalous, insul-
ting, anti-national, unconstitutional”, and called
upon all sections of  society to rise in protest aga-
inst the repeated “insult and humiliation” of
Bengali-speaking people in India.

Senior Delhi Police officers were learnt to be
looking into the matter. However, there was no of-
ficial comment from Delhi Police.

The notice, posted by CM on her X handle, pur-
potedly showed a Lodhi Colony inspector’s requi-
sition to Banga Bhavan officer-in-charge in Cha-
nakyapuri, seeking help to translate “texts writ-
ten in Bangladeshi language” in Hindi and Eng-
lish. “See now how Delhi Police under the direct
control of  the Ministry of  Home, Government of
India is describing Bengali as “Bangladeshi”
language!” the CM wrote. “Bengali, our mother
tongue, the language of  Rabindranath Tagore
and Swami Vivekananda, the language in which
our National Anthem and the National Song (the
latter by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay) are
written, the language in which crores of  Indians
speak and write, the language which is sanctified
and recognised by the Constitution of  India, is
now described as a Bangladeshi language!!”

The notice uploaded by CM Banerjee refers to
Lodhi Colony police station FIR no 51/2025. Case de-
tails mention eight suspected illegal Bangladeshis
being arrested. According to the police, the accused
did not have valid passports or visas. Banerjee said,
“This insults all Bengali speaking people of  India.
They cannot use this kind of  language which degra-
des and debases us all. We urge immediate strongest
possible protests from all against the anti-Bengali
Govt of  India who are using such anti-Constitutio-
nal language to insult and humiliate the Bengali-
speaking people of  India.”

BJP's state president Samik Bhattacharya
justified Delhi Police's action and said there was a
difference in the dialect of  Bengali language spo-
ken and written in West Bengal with that of  Bang-
ladesh. BJP also alleged that TMC was trying to
defend illegal Bangladeshi migrants who, the
party said, spoke a heavily Urdu-influenced
Bengali dialect.

Mamata slams Delhi
Police for referring to
Bengali as ‘Bangladeshi
national language’
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We were at the counter,
and the boys had diffi-
culty entering the

shop. They started pushing us
and using abusive language.
They also pushed us to get asi-
de, but we objected to their ac-
tions,” the complainant who
was stabbed told police.

Suddenly, one of  the 
men manhandled them and 
stabbed the complainant on
the right side of  his abdo
men with a knife, while anot-
her attacked his friend’s ab-
domen. After inflicting injuri-
es on both of  them, the attack-
ers fled on their motorcycles.
One of  the victims’ friends,
who was also present, took
them to hospital.

A case was registered un-
der sections 109(1) (attempted
murder) and 3(5) (common in-
tention) of  BNS at Model
Town police station. DCP
(Northwest) Bhisham Singh
formed a team under SHO
(Model Town) Ashok Giri to

apprehend the accused.
"The team examined the

victims in detail, and CCTV
footage from all surround
ing establishments was col-
lected and analysed to trace
the movements and possible
escape routes of  the suspects
after attacking the two yo-
uths," police said.

Acting on intelligence
from local sources and a de
tailed analysis of  call detail
records (CDRs), police con-
ducted a raid at multiple lo
cations. The operation led to
the arrests of  Krishna and
Krishna Kashyap. A 13-year-
old boy was also apprehended
in the case.

During their interroga-
tion, the suspects confessed to
their roles in the stabbing. 
Based on their statements, po-
lice were able to recover the
blood-stained knife used in
the crime. Police said that ef-
forts are under way to verify
the identity of  a fourth assai-
lant and apprehend him as so-
on as possible.

2 youths stabbed: Cops
looking for 4th suspect
�Continued from P1
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New Delhi: A Delhi court on
Saturday ruled that an accused
cannot seek inspection of  digi-
tal devices belonging to co-ac-
cused or third parties—parti-
cularly when they contain pri-
vate or unrelated data—witho-
ut providing specific and
justified reasons. Such requ-
ests, the court said, amount to a
“fishing expedition” and risk
violating the right to privacy.

Special judge Dig Vinay
Singh emphasised that any re-
quest for inspection—especial-
ly when opposed by the owners-

—must demonstrate clear, con-
crete relevance. “Vague or bro-
ad searches should not be
permitted,” the court observed.

“The irrelevant or protec-
ted content must have some va-
lue to the accused seeking in-
spection, and only then can a
court strike a balance,” the jud-
ge said, adding, “requesting in-
spection without a specific or
justified reason, or simply ho-
ping to find something useful,
amounts to a fishing expedi-
tion. Such a broad, unfocused
search without clear limits or
scope amounts to a roving in-
quiry. It not only wastes the co-
urt’s time but also risks viola-

ting privacy rights and could
amount to harassment or opp-
ression of  the device owners.” 

These observations were
made in connection with the
Delhi Excise Policy 2021–22 cor-
ruption case. Accused Amande-
ep Singh Dhall had sought ac-
cess to 20 mobile phones and di-
gital devices not relied upon by
the prosecution, belonging to
co-accused Sameer Mahendru
and Arun R Pillai, a witness,
and an unrelated third party.

All four objected, citing pri-
vacy concerns. The judge, de-
nying inspection to Dhall, ob-
served that all Dhall wanted to
undertake was nothing but a
parallel investigation or ro-
ving and fishing inquiry. The
court added that Dhall was see-
king to build a defence that
other accused persons at the re-
levant time did some acts of
commission and omission, and
then present an argument that
the investigating agency, CBI,
discriminated against him.

The court directed that the
mobile phone and other items
belonging to Pillai and Mahend-
ru, which were not relied upon,
be returned to them. The court
said it seemed that Dhall was at-
tempting to conduct a parallel
investigation or inquiry to ar-
gue that the CBI did not thoro-
ughly investigate or deliberate-
ly failed to collect all evidence, or
intentionally ignored many
things in others’ devices.

“The courts must be especi-
ally cautious when dealing with
digital devices containing sen-
sitive or private data,” the judge
said, adding, “When inspection
could infringe upon privacy or
third-party rights, it cannot be
treated as an unfettered right.
The accused must show specific
and concrete relevance.”

‘Must show specific
cause to inspect digital
device of co-accused’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

The court said it
seemed that Dhall
was attempting to
conduct a parallel
investigation to argue
that CBI did not
thoroughly
investigate or
deliberately failed to
collect all evidence

New Delhi: A life convict who evaded
the law for over two decades after bru-
tally murdering a child during a ran-
som kidnapping was arrested by the
Delhi Police crime branch. The accu-
sed, 55-year-old Raj Kishore alias Bade
Lalla, was nabbed from Khoda Colony
on Aug 2 in Ghaziabad after a two-

month-long operation. He was working
as a tailor in his hometown, police said.

According to police, Raj Kishore was
convicted in 1996 for kidnapping and
murdering an eight-year-old boy in 1993.
He and his associate demanded Rs 30,000
as ransom. After receiving the money,
Raj Kishore strangled the child and dum-
ped his body in a drain. A case was regis-
tered in 1993 at Kalyanpuri police station.

“Though sentenced to life impri-
sonment, he was granted six weeks' pa-
role by the Delhi High Court in 1999 and
never returned. His appeal was later
dismissed in 2009, and he was declared
a proclaimed offender in 2014,” said
DCP (Crime) Sanjeev Kumar Yadav. 

After narrowly escaping several ra-
ids in Kanpur due to local support, Kis-
hore arrested in Ghaziabad.

Kidnapper on the run for 26 years arrested 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Woman dies by suicide: A 20-year-old woman died by suicide in her
home in Siddharth Basti’s IG Camp area of Sunlight Colony, police said.
The woman, married for the past one-and-a-half years, was alone in the
room at the time of the incident. Further probe is underway. TNN

New Delhi:District magistrate of  north Del-
hi has submitted a report to the NGT confir-
ming that victims of  the 2024 Narela factory
fire incident have been sanctioned compen-
sation totalling Rs 40.6 lakh. However, the kin
of  the deceased workers could not receive the
amount due to a lack of  response from the
concerned officials in their home districts.

This submission followed the tribunal's
review of  a July 2024 TOI article titled “3
Sleeping After Shift Killed in Blaze at Nare-
la Factory; 6 Injured.” As per the submis-
sion by the DM North, four were killed and
three injured in the factory fire.

For the deceased, a compensation of  Rs 10
lakh each was to be given to the heirs or right-
ful beneficiaries, and Rs 20,000 each to the in-
jured. Officials said they sent communica-
tion to the concerned authorities seeking de-
tails like bank accounts of  legal heirs to ensu-
re the rightful disbursement. The letters
were written, as per submission, to the con-
cerned DMs of  the workers thrice on March
11, May 6 and the most recent on July 17. Howe-
ver, there were no responses. “Disbursement
has been temporarily delayed solely because
of  non-receipt of  verified heirship details
from other jurisdictions...without which this
department is constrained to process the
compensation,” stated the submission. 

`̀40L compensation for
victims of Narela factory
fire delayed, NGT told

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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The Privilege Of Impunity?

As someone who travels 
frequently on the route 
taken by the Kanwar 
Yatra, one has had the 
opportunity to see how 
it has evolved over the 
years. It used to be a qui-

et affair—a steady line of  barefoot dev-
otees carrying water as they navigated 
hundreds of  kilometres, immersed in a 
sacred ritual. With time, the numbers 
grew, as did the energy. Motorised ve-
hicles started appearing, as did loud 
music. Today what we see is a spectacle 
that feels quite removed from its ori-
gins. Travelling down that road during 
this period now hangs heavy with a 
sense of  trepidation. 

For it is no longer merely a religious 
event, but a full-blown civic disruption. 
Roads are taken over, traffic divert-
ed, music blares into the night, and a 
kind of  impunity roams free. The kan-
wariyas move in clusters—shirtless, 
swaggering, often on motorbikes, some 
in convoys with DJ trucks and strobe 
lights. Their devotion is loud, territori-
al, and increasingly edged with menace. 

It’s hard to miss the police—sta-
tioned at junctions, guiding traffic 
away, watching but rarely interven-
ing. When scuffles break out, when 
property is damaged or someone dares 
to question the right of  way, the state 
looks the other way. The law, it seems, 
goes on a pilgrimage too. 

Why would the state allow this? 
Not merely allow, but enable it? The 
answer may lie in the quiet arithmetic 
of  power in contemporary modern In-
dia. In a society where opportunity is 
scarce, where young men increasingly 
find themselves without steady work, 
status, or purpose, religion has become 
the one stage on which they can still 
feel powerful. Not inward-turning, 
meditative faith—but public, perform-
ative religiosity.  

For many of  these men, the Kanwar 
Yatra is not just about a ritual—it is 
about being seen. It is about claiming 
space, making noise, and feeling feared 

if  not respected. Structural powerless-
ness is replaced by a gush of  transient 
and all-encompassing strength. And 
in tacit compact that is mutually ben-
eficial, the state offers them one privi-
lege it cannot otherwise afford to give: 
the right to break the rules. In turns it 
demonstrates its power by association. 

That is the real currency on offer. 
Not jobs, not dignity, not futures—but 
the thrill of  impunity. To feel, for a 
few days, what it means to be untouch-
able—not in caste terms, but in the 

sense of  being beyond consequence. 
Feeling the rush of  power is a heady 
drug, and nothing feels as emotionally 
arousing as being part of  an energised 
group with licence to express them-
selves freely, without boundaries or 
oversight. The motivations that drive 
them are as sociological as they are re-
ligious, arguably even more so.  

The kanwariyas live for a few weeks 
in a two-lane republic where they 
are the rulers. For that period, they 
are feared, potent, unstoppable. The 
codes are about dominance—whether 
by insisting that non-vegetarian food 
be banned, insisting on flagging any 
non-Hindu shops on the way or by the 
sonic dominance they achieve by belt-
ing out bass-drenched sound where the 
music is drowned out by the intent be-
hind it. Once this is over, they will go 
back to facelessness and a feeling of  

being solitary and powerless again. 
It’s not just the Kanwar yatris. We 

have the cow vigilantes who enforce 
imagined blasphemies with lathis and 
lynchings. Student mobs who barge 
into libraries or disrupt lectures in the 
name of  nationalism. Online warriors 
issuing rape threats wrapped in pa-
triotic hashtags. All draw power from 
the same logic: the belief  that the state 
will not interfere too soon, and when it 
does, it will do so gently.  

And yet, it is worth remembering that 
the Kanwar Yatra, in its essence, is not 
born of  aggression. At its heart lies an 
act of  faith and physical endurance—it 
is a gesture of  submission, not suprem-
acy. An expression of  devotion that re-
quires discipline, sacrifice, and resolve. 
What has changed is not the body of  the 
ritual, but the mood surrounding it.  

Somewhere along the way, what was 
once an offering has turned into a claim. 
What was once about devotion has be-
come about assertion. The Yatra still 
travels the same roads—but the journey 
it makes is no longer only inward. 

The state seems to understand what 
makes this work. In a nation where 
resources are stretched and formal 
empowerment is difficult to deliver, 
symbolic power becomes a potent alter-
native. To be feared, to disrupt, to over-
ride rules without consequence—these 
become currencies of  belonging. It is 
not a breakdown of  order, but a redistri-
bution of  permission.  

There is political genius at work 
here. An anger and discontent that 
could otherwise have taken more dis-
ruptive forms—protest, dissent, a move-
ment for change—has instead been 
channelled into a mobilising force for 
a politically advantageous cause. A 
potential threat has not only been neu-
tralised, but also converted into a prime 
asset. The yatris serve as a thinly veiled 
warning about the chaos that can be un-
leashed, should the need arise.

Religion has always been about iden-
tity—and this is true of  all religions. 
But from time to time, a need is felt to 
demonstrate this in a visible and mus-
cular form. We are seeing that play out 
in the country. Where we will reach on 
this path is anybody’s guess.  

   santosh365@gmail.com

In a nation where resources 
are stretched and formal 
empowerment is difficult 
to deliver, symbolic 
power becomes a potent 
alternative. To be feared, 
to disrupt, to override rules 
without consequence—
these become currencies 
of belonging. It is not a 
breakdown of order, but a 
redistribution of permission  

CITY CITY BANG BANG

SANTOSH DESAI

New Delhi: A taxi driver was charred to
death and another critically injured af-
ter their car allegedly caught fire follo-
wing a crash in northwest Delhi in the
early hours of  Sunday. Police claimed
they were intoxicated and speeding
when the incident occurred.

According to police, a PCR call was
received around 2am at Narela Industri-
al Area police station, reporting a car ac-
cident and fire near Jhanda Chowk, clo-
se to Hulambi Khurd village. When the
police team reached the spot, they found
the driver’s seat engulfed in flames with
a man charred to death and another se-
verely injured in the adjacent seat.

Emergency responders immediately
rushed the injured to a hospital in Nare-
la. He remains in critical condition.

The deceased was later identified as
Vipender, 40, a resident of  Puther village
in Panipat, Haryana. His injured co-tra-

veller, Jagbir, also aged 40, is from Ishra-
na village, Panipat. 

“Preliminary investigation suggests
the two were travelling from Delhi to Pa-
nipat. Police believe the vehicle may have
been speeding when it lost control and
rammed into a cemented road barricade
along the Outer Express Ring Road. The

impact is believed to have triggered the
fire, which quickly engulfed the vehicle’s
front half,” a senior police officer said.

Upon investigation, the officer said,
“The injured man told police that they
were under the influence of  alcohol at
the time of  the accident. ”

Police said the two, who were cab dri-
vers, had reportedly come to Rohini for a
passenger pickup, possibly for a trip to Ja-
ipur. However, for reasons that remain
unclear, the pickup did not take place, and
the men proceeded to their home district
in Haryana when the crash occurred.

“The exact sequence of  events is un-
der verification. We are checking if  the
fire started due to the impact or if  there
was a mechanical failure that led to the
incident,” said the officer.

Forensic teams have been called in to
examine the scene, collect samples, and
photograph the wreckage. 

An FIR is being prepared, and furt-
her investigation is underway.

Taxi driver charred to death in car crash

MANGLED REMAINS
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Ghaziabad: A 26-year-old
biker died after he crashed
into a cab door opened sud-
denly by a passenger near
Golf  Course metro station of
Noida on Saturday morning.

Vivek Kumar, the biker,
who was from Bulandshahr
but stayed in Noida, was rid-
ing his motorcycle at high
speed around 7am when the
cab passenger unexpectedly
opened the vehicle’s door. Ku-
mar, who wasn’t wearing a
helmet, collided with the
door’s left side, his head strik-
ing it before hitting the metro
station’s footpath.

As a crowd started to gath-
er, the cab driver rushed Ku-
mar to a private hospital in
Sector 27, where he succumbed
to his injuries later. Both the
driver and passenger sneaked
out of  the hospital after Kumar
was moved to the ICU.

“Kumar suffered severe
injuries because of  the

high-speed impact,” said a
senior officer from Sector 39
police station.

Till late on Sunday, the
victim’s family was yet to
file any complaint, accord-
ing to Jitendra Kumar, the
SHO of  Sector 39 police sta-
tion. “We’re examining
CCTV footage from nearby
areas to trace the car and its
occupants,” he added.

In another accident later
that night, a 19-year-old man
died after being hit by a dum-
per truck near Dalit Prerna

Sthal. Sachin Kumar, a Sala-
rpur resident, was on his
way towards Film City when
the truck hit his motorcycle
from behind around 11pm.
His friend riding pillion, Vi-
kash (19), survived with inju-
ries and is undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital.

The dumper driver aban-
doned his vehicle and fled
the scene. Police said they
had registered a case of
death by negligence against
him and were working to 
apprehend him.

Passenger opens door of cab in
Noida, biker crashes into it, dies 

The biker suffered injuries because of high-speed impact

Avishek.Kumar
@timesofindia.com

Ramesh Sharma
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New Delhi: As the month-
long monsoon session of  Par-
liament enters its third week
on Monday, another round of
deadlock is not ruled out even
as the govt has no option but to
seek passage of  several cru-
cial bills, amid opposition’s
determined bid to carry on
with its protests over the spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of  Bihar’s electoral rolls.

Opposition parties have
been demanding a discus-
sion on the SIR exercise,
which the govt has rejected
because it cannot make a re-
ply on behalf  of  the Election
Commission, an independ-
ent constitutional body not
represented by any depart-
ment. Besides, the govt has
cited a ruling of  former
speaker Balram Jakhar that
Parliament can’t discuss the
administrative work of  con-
stitutional bodies like EC.

The govt is likely to re-
main firm on its stand and
has more reasons for it as it
will cite the “double voter ID”
held by Bihar opposition
leader, RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav.
Yadav had said that his name
from the voters’ roll had been
omitted, a claim promptly re-
jected by EC, which disclosed
the voter roll number and
sought a reply from him for
holding two EPIC cards.

The govt’s confidence to
negate the opposition’s clai-
ms has further grown as the
analysis of  SIR figures has
shown no systematic targeti-
ng of  Muslims. Figures re-
leased Friday also show that
migrants have not been affect-
ed and the number of  dele-
tions in constituencies where
BJP-led NDA candidates won

Govt Set To Stay
Firm On Not

Allowing Debate

Govt needs to pass bills but 
SIR may keep Parl paralysed

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A charter aircraft
flying Rajasthan CM Bhajan
Lal Sharma from Delhi to Pha-
lodi in the desert state on July
31 landed on a wrong airstrip
at its destination. While the
Falcon 2000 was to land at Pha-
lodi’s Air Force Station, it did
so at a civil airstrip in the city.

Sources say the pilots reali-
sed their mistake, took off  from
the civil airstrip and landed at
the IAF station, 5km away.
DGCA is probing the mix-up
and has taken the pilots off  flyi-
ng duty pending investigation.

The CM had left Delhi arou-
nd 3pm. “The CM alighted (at
Phalodi IAF station) and flew to
Jaipur a few hours later. The
Falcon flew back to Delhi the
same night,” said a source. Das-
sault Falcon 2000 is a French
business jet that can carry 8-10
passengers up to 6,000km.

The charter company filed
a voluntary report on the “wro-
ng landing” with DGCA. “Both
runways have similar orientat-
ion and visual characteristics.
The crew misidentified the int-
ended runway during appro-
ach. There was, seemingly, ina-
dequate pre-flight briefing abo-

ut the presence of  two airfields
in close vicinity. Pilots must get
proper pre-flight briefing and
that is something operators
need to work,” the source said.

This case has raised added
concerns because of  potential
legal and safety consequences
if  an aircraft, supposed to land
at the civil airstrip mistakenly
enters restricted military air-
space. There could be other pr-
oblems. “The civil airstrip may
not support the aircraft’s weig-
ht category, compromising lan-
ding safety. Also, military-civil
coordination may be lacking
during such mis-landings, in-
creasing response time for cor-
rective action,” the source said.

Chartered jet with
Raj CM lands at
wrong airstrip

Bhajan Lal Sharma was onboard a
Falcon 2000 which was to land at
Phalodi’s IAF station but instead
touched down at a civil airstrip

Jaipur: Rajasthan govt has
once again renamed Indira
Priyadarshini Award — given
to meritorious girls studying
in Classes VIII, X, and XII — as
Padmakshi Award and reduc-
ed the prize money across cate-
gories, reports Suparna Roy.

The money for Class VIII is
fixed at Rs 25,000, down from
Rs 40,000; for Class X, Rs 50,000
from Rs 75,000; and for Class
XII, Rs 75,000 from Rs 1 lakh.

Indira Priyadarshini Awa-
rd was launched in 2010-11 by

the then Gehlot govt and dist-
ributed at district HQ on Nov 19
to mark the birth anniversary
of  former PM Indira Gandhi.

In 2017-18, BJP govt rena-
med it Padmakshi Puruskar
Yojana. When Gehlot returned
to power in 2019, he reverted to
Indira Priyadarshini Award. 

Now, state govt has said Pa-
dmakshi Award will be presen-
ted on Basant Panchami. The
eligibility criteria is unchang-
ed: girls must score above 60%
or have a CGPA of  9 or more.

Raj again rechristens scheme
named after Indira Gandhi

STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

Key Rly Tracks Will Soon 
Handle Speeds Up To 160kmph

In the last decade, Indian Railways has significantly upgraded 
tracks, cutting slow-speed sections (below 110 kmph) by over half. 
Measures include use of 60kg rails, wider base concrete sleepers, 

longer rail panels, etc. Routes like Delhi-Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah 
have set targets to reach speeds up to 160 kmph

Sectional  
Speed (kmph)

< 110 110-130 130 & above

Speed potential of rail tracks

Source: Min of Railways

2014

2025

47,897km 
60.4%

22,862 
21.6%

26,409 
33.3%

59,800 
56.6%

5,036 
6.3%

23,010 
21.8%
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Srinagar: A fierce gunbat-
tle between security forces
and terrorists in south
Kashmir’s Kulgam district
entered the third day Sun-
day, turning into one of  the
longest and most intense
counter-insurgency oper-
ations this year in the Valley.

Army has confirmed the
killing of  one terrorist and
police sources that of
another, with the identities
and affiliation of  the duo yet
to be established.

Heavy firing and explo-
sions continued through Sat-
urday night at the site in Ak-
hal Khulsan forests. The gun-
fight had broken out Friday
evening after Army, J&K Po-
lice and Special Operations
Group launched a combing
operation, based on inputs
about the presence of  three
to five terrorists. The forces
came under fire during the
search and retaliated.

Officials said Sunday the
cordon had been tightened to
prevent the remaining terror-

ists from escaping, and the
operation may continue for
some time. Senior officials
are monitoring the situation.

Confirming the death of
one terrorist on Saturday,
the Army’s Chinar Corps
had said troops responded
with calibrated fire and
“tightened the noose”.

Encounter in Kulgam
stretches into 3rd day,
heavy firing continues

P
TI

The operation is
turning into one of
the longest and
most intense
counter-insurgency
operations this
year in the Valley
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Chennai: Former Union
minister P Chidambaram
on Sunday termed the report-
ed move to add 6.5 lakh mi-
grant workers
from Bihar to
the electoral
rolls in Tamil
Nadu as
“alarming and
illegal,” prom-
pting Election Commission
(EC) to dismiss his claims as
“misleading and baseless.”

Chidambaram called the
EC’s SIR exercise in Bihar
“an insult to migrant work-
ers and a gross interference
in the rights of  the electorate
in Tamil Nadu,” a day after
DMK and its allies opposed
EC’s decision to register mi-
grant workers in the states
of  their domicile.

“If  a migrant worker’s
family has a permanent
home in Bihar and continues
to live there, how can the
worker be considered perma-
nently migrated to Tamil Na-
du? How can he or she be en-
rolled as a voter in Tamil Na-
du?” Chidambaram asked.

In a fact-check post on X,
EC cited Section 19(b) of  the
Representation of  the People
Act, 1950, which states that ev-
ery ordinary resident in a
constituency shall be entitled
to be registered in the electo-
ral roll of  that constituency.
“Therefore, a person original-
ly belonging to Tamil Nadu
but ordinarily residing in
Delhi is entitled to be regis-
tered as an elector in Delhi.
Similarly, a person originally
from Bihar but ordinarily re-
siding in Chennai is entitled
to be registered as an elector
in Chennai,” EC explained.

(With inputs from PTI)

Bihar migrants
in TN list? Claim

baseless: EC

Kolkata: EC approved FIRs against two electoral registration
officers (EROs) in Bengal for anomalies in the voters’ list, a senior
poll panel official said on Sunday, reports Debashis Konar. The
officers shared their passwords with data entry operators, which
allowed the latter to feed 102 bogus voters’ data into the EC portal.

TOI reported that EROs of Nandakumar in East Midnapore and
Rajarhat-Gopalpur in North 24 Parganas were questioned by EC
and were under scrutiny for failing to provide satisfactory replies.
In Nandakumar, 59 people, and in Rajarhat, 43 voters — whose
information needed to be verified — were entered in the rolls. 

Bogus voters: 2 Bengal officials face FIR 

As the month-long monsoon session enters its third week on Monday,
except for a two-day debate on the Pahalgam attack and Op Sindoor,
proceedings have been a washout due to opposition protests on SIR

is not higher than in those tak-
en by the opposition ‘Maha-
gathbandhan’ in Bihar.

With more reasons to as-
sert that there are no irregu-
larities in the SIR exercise,
the govt is likely to push the
passage of  a key sports bill in
Lok Sabha. The Lower House
has listed the National Sports
Governance Bill, which envi-
sages greater transparency in
the functioning of  sports bod-
ies, including BCCI, for con-
sideration and passage.

Rajya Sabha has listed for
passage on Monday a resolu-
tion from home minister
Amit Shah on the extension
of  President’s Rule in Mani-
pur by another six months
with effect from Aug 13.

Except for a two-day dis-
cussion on the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack and Operation
Sindoor in both the Houses,
parliamentary proceedings

have been all but a washout
since the session began on
July 21 as the SIR has ignited
vociferous protests from op-
position parties.

INDIA bloc, which has in
previous sessions often spok-
en in different voices, has joi-
ned ranks over the issue, alle-
ging that EC’s exercise is ai-
med at removing voters symp-
athetic to its agenda and boo-
sting the prospects of  NDA.

EC has said it will roll out
the exercise nationally to “pr-
otect” the integrity of  elector-
al rolls to ensure only eligible
voters are allowed to cast vot-
es. However, leader of  opposit-
ion in LS Rahul Gandhi has
accused EC of  “vote chori
(stealing votes)” and has been
fiercely critical of  the poll bo-
dy. EC in a statement Saturday
rejected Rahul’s allegations
as “baseless”, “unsubstan-
tiated” and “misleading”.

TIMES NATION
* THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2025

HIMANTA CALLS RAHUL ANTI-NATIONAL, SAYS 
HE ONLY SUPPORTS MUSLIMS OF B’DESH & PAK

ACQUITTAL OF ALL MALEGAON BLAST ACCUSED
EXPOSES CONGRESS’ CONSPIRACIES, SAYS YOGI
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New Delhi: India has once
again missed the boat to en-
hance the underwater oper-
ational endurance and stealth
of  its latest Scorpene or Kal-
vari-class conventional sub-
marines, with the already de-
layed air independent propul-
sion (AIP) system developed
by DRDO still not ready for in-
tegration with the vessels.

The first Scorpene sub-
marine to be built at the Ma-
zagon Docks (MDL) with
French collaboration, INS
Kalvari, which was commis-
sioned in Dec 2017, will now
complete her ongoing main-
tenance refit at the Mumbai
naval dockyard without be-
ing retrofitted with the AIP
plug as was originally
planned, defence ministry
sources told TOI.

“The fuel cell-based AIP
system developed by DRDO’s
Naval Materials Research
Lab, which has L&T as the
prime industry partner, is
still not yet operationally
available. Hopefully, it should
be ready by the time the sec-
ond Scorpene (INS Khanderi)
comes for her scheduled nor-
mal maintenance refit in
mid-2026,” a source said.

The Navy after a long de-
lay has inducted six diesel-
electric Scorpene subma-
rines, constructed by MDL in
collaboration with the
French Naval Group under
Project-75 for over Rs 23,000
crore, with the sixth INS Vag-
sheer being commissioned
in Jan this year.

There is major concern
about the continuing delay
in the indigenous AIP pro-
ject, which was originally
slated for completion by
June 2017 after being sanc-
tioned in 2014 at an initial
cost of  Rs 270 crore.

Amid the delay, MDL and
Naval Group signed an agree-
ment for the integration of

the indigenous AIP energy
system plugs on the Scor-
penes only on July 23. Under
it, each submarine will under-
go a complex project called
“jumboisation”, involving
precision cutting of  the hull,
safe insertion of  the AIP plug
and then rejoining the struc-
ture to ensure the vessel is ful-
ly operational again.

Unlike nuclear-powered
submarines, which have un-
limited underwater endu-
rance, diesel-electric boats
must surface or snorkel every
couple of  days to get oxygen to
recharge their batteries.
Those fitted with AIP, howev-
er, can stay submerged for
around two weeks to signifi-

cantly boost their stealth and
combat capabilities.

With Pakistan on course
to induct eight Yuan or Han-
gor-class conventional sub-
marines with AIP from China
in a major capability jump, In-
dia’s depleting conventional
underwater combat arm has
become a major worry. China,
of  course, now has the world’s
largest navy, which includes
over 50 diesel-electric and 10
nuclear submarines.

Apart from the six
French-origin Scorpenes, In-
dia has seven very old Rus-
sian Kilo-class and four Ger-
man HDW diesel-electric
submarines at present. It also
has two operational SSBNs
(nuclear-powered subma-
rines armed with nuclear
ballistic missiles) in INS Ari-
hant and INS Arighaat, with
the third to be commissioned
as INS Aridhaman this year,
as reported by TOI earlier.

The long-pending pro-
jects to build three addition-
al Scorpenes for Rs 38,000
crore and six new-genera-
tion diesel-electric subma-
rines, with both AIP and
land-attack cruise missiles,
for Rs 70,000 crore under Pro-
ject-75-India at MDL, are also
yet to be finalised and inked.

DRDO’s Air Independent Propulsion System Not Ready For Integration

Delay hits Scorpene retrofit
to boost stealth, endurance

There is major concern about the delay in the indigenous air independent
propulsion (AIP) project which was slated for completion by June 2017

VijayV.Singh@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Central Bureau of
Investigation arrested a su-
perintendent of  Customs fol-
lowing a chase inside his resi-
dential colony in Navi Mum-
bai during which he tried to
lose a bag containing bribes.

Krishna Kumar, sta-
tioned at Sahar Air Cargo,
was tailed by CBI officers af-
ter he accepted an amount of
Rs 10.2 lakh for clearing a con-
signment. Kumar allegedly
had a rate card for clearing
cargo, said CBI. He was pro-
duced before the court and
has been remanded in CBI
custody until Aug 6.

CBI sources said Kumar
had blocked the complai-
nant’s consignment with the
help of  the Rummaging and
Intelligence (R&I) wing of
Customs by sending a pseudo-
nymous email about the con-
tents of  the cargo. Kumar
promised to get the consign-
ment released in exchange for
a bribe, stating that most of
the money would go to his se-
niors. CBI is investigating the
roles of  R&I wing officials and
Kumar’s superiors in the case.

On Saturday, Kumar
called the complainant out-
side his residential colony in
Kharghar and asked him to
sit in his car. After collecting

the bribe, Kumar instructed
the complainant to leave and
drove his car into the colony.
The CBI team followed him,
leading Kumar to suspect
that something was amiss. 

He continuously moved
his vehicle within the society
premises and, during the
pursuit, threw out the bag of
money. The CBI officers then
arrested him as he attempted
to leave the society, causing
commotion and disturbing
other residents. CBI subse-
quently recovered the money.

The agency said Kumar
and other unidentified offi-
cers were demanding bribes
at the rate of  Rs 10 per kilo-
gram of  imported cargo to en-
sure the smooth clearance of
consignments. The complai-
nant had refused to pay the

bribe despite Kumar’s persist-
ent attempts and deliberate
withholding of  his consign-
ments to exert pressure. Con-
sequently, it prompted the
complainant to approach CBI.

The probe agency record-
ed conversations between Ku-
mar and the complainant on
multiple occasions between
July 25 and Aug 1. In these
conversations, Kumar could
be heard pressurising the
complainant to pay Rs 6 lakh
while claiming that only Rs
20,000 was his share and that
the remaining amount was
intended for senior officers
for previously cleared con-
signments. Kumar also de-
manded a Rs 10 lakh bribe for
releasing the withheld con-
signment and set a future rate
of  Rs 10 per kilogram.

CBI nabs Customs officer
after chase in Navi Mumbai
Accused Tried To Lose Bag Of Bribes During Pursuit

CBI said Kumar and
other unidentified
officers were
demanding bribes
at the rate of Rs 10
per kilogram of
imported cargo to
ensure clearance of
consignments. The
complainant had
refused to pay
despite the pressure CARGO RACKET

Navi Mumbai: MNS workers
allegedly vandalised a bar in
Panvel late on Saturday, hours
after a fiery speech of  their
party president Raj Thacke-
ray condemning the function-
ing of  dance bars in the ‘sa-
cred land’ of  Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj in Raigad.

Police registered a case
against 15 individuals under
relevant BNS sections follow-
ing a viral video of  some men
storming into Night Riders
Bar on the outskirts of  Panvel,
vandalising furniture, smash-
ing liquor bottles, and damag-
ing the property. Police said
they have identified eight of
the accused, including MNS
office-bearer Yogesh Chile.

While addressing a gath-
ering at the 78th foundation
day of  Peasants and Workers
Party, Thackeray questioned
the operation of  illegal dance
bars in Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj’s “sacred land” Rai-
gad district. He claimed these
dance bars were run by non-
Marathi people who were
spoiling the youth. Shiv Sena

(UBT) MP Sanjay Raut was al-
so present at the event.

In a swift response to their
leader’s remarks on illegal
bars operating in Raigad, par-
ty workers targeted the Night
Riders bar in Kon village near
Palaspe Phata in Panvel
shortly after midnight.

The vandalism comes a
month after Panvel MLA
Prashant Thakur of  BJP had
objected to the sale of  liquor in
Kharghar node, which is a
part of  Panvel taluka in Rai-
gad. However, deputy CM Ajit

Pawar had then stated in the
assembly during the monsoon
session of  the state legislature
that if  Thakur wants to make
Kharghar a no-liquor zone,
then they must comply with
the laws and get residents’ sig-
natures that they do not want
bars or liquor shops.

Panvel-based activist
Anarjit Chauhan alleged
that the vandalism seems to
be politically motivated
keeping in mind the upcom-
ing municipal elections in
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.

“Dance bars with women
employees, like Night Riders
Bar, have been operating for
years, even when the MVA
govt was in power. If  politic-
ians see any immoral activity
here, why didn't the police
take any legal action? There
seems to be a political agenda
here,” claimed Chauhan.

Activist B N Kumar of
NatConnect Foundation re-
marked: “While there may be
politics over this liquor-bar
cocktail, if  the people of  Pan-
vel do not want liquor shops,
then they can legally go to the
authorities.”

MNS workers vandalise Panvel
bar after Raj speech; FIR on 15

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
activists vandalise Night Riders
Bar on the outskirts of Panvel

PTI
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T
his August, a film-
maker long gone
returns to the big
screen, sharper
and clearer than

ever. For the first time, a new
generation will watch Guru
Dutt’s haunting silences,
aching glances, and songs
that still break hearts, where
they belong: in theatres. Old
fans may get misty-eyed; new
ones will understand why he
remains the tragic poet of  In-
dian cinema. And yes, the
lush, romantic Chaudhvin
Ka Chand, comparing a belo-
ved’s face to the full moon,
will still shimmer with the
same charm. Only now, in 4K.

As part of  Dutt’s centena-
ry celebrations, a nationwide

theatrical release of  his 4K-
restored classics will run
from August 8 to 10 across 250

younger brother Devi Dutt,
now 87, who produced films
like Masoom and worked on
Gandhi, it's a full-circle mo-
ment. “It’s a dream come true
to see his masterpieces resto-
red to their former glory,” he
said.

He sees the re-release as a
bridge across generations.
“Guru Dutt’s films are a win-
dow into the soul of  Indian ci-
nema, with poetry, music,
and storytelling.” 

Would Guru Dutt have
approved this restored visual
retelling? “Given his passion
for storytelling, I’m very sure
he’d have been happy to see
his work re-released in theat-
res all over India.”

On whether today’s audi-
ences will connect with these
stories, he’s optimistic. “His
themes of  love, loss, and the

human condition are time-
less. And visually, his use of
lighting and cinematograp-
hy might impress even those
used to modern techniques.” 

For young viewers, Devi
says, it’s also a glimpse into a
different India. “There’s nos-
talgia, but also history. That
mix might just make them see
his work in a whole new
light.”

Dutt’s legacy continues
through his granddaughters,
Karuna and Gouri Dutt, both
assistant directors who’ve
worked with filmmakers like
Anurag Kashyap, Neeraj
Ghaywan, and Sudhir Mish-
ra. The big-screen revival,
they say, is a chance for vie-
wers to see not just the visu-
als but his vision, which they
describe as “sharp, poetic,
and still ahead of  its time.”  

and monologues redefined
the language of  Indian cine-
ma. A pioneer of  artful angu-
ish, he made melancholy a se-
parate genre sculpted in sha-
dow and song with films like
Pyaasa and Kaagaz Ke Phool.

Off-screen too, the line
between the artist and his art
often blurred. His life, famo-
usly, mirrored the aching he-
art in his films. Critics 
and fans alike continue to
draw parallels between his
reel and real selves, often qu-
oting “Yeh duniya agar mil
bhi jaaye toh kya hai” not just
for his characters but for the
man himself. Dutt died in
1964, at just 39, under cir-
cumstances still described as
a possible suicide.

The centenary screenings
will also spotlight his family
still tied to cinema. For Dutt’s

is Pyaasa (1957), a haunting
portrait of  an idealistic poet
adrift in a world that doesn’t
value poetry. Aar Paar is vin-
tage noir-meets-Bombay jazz,
while Chaudhvin Ka Chand
remains one of  Indian cine-
ma’s most enduring tales of
friendship and love, set aga-
inst the backdrop of  Luck-
now’s Nawabi culture and be-
autifully captured in Techni-
color. Mr & Mrs 55 is Dutt’s ra-
re rom-com, a witty take on
post-Independence gender
roles, and Baaz, his swash-
buckling directorial debut.

Born Vasant Kumar Shi-
vashankar Padukone in
Bengaluru and raised in Kol-
kata before he made Mumbai
his canvas, Dutt was a film-
maker who turned heartache
into high cinematic art. His
moody, slow-burning frames

Mr & Mrs 55, and Baaz — rele-
ased originally between 1953
and 1960 — will play in their
digitally remastered glory. 

Put together by NFDC-
NFAI in association with Ult-
ra media group, this retro-
spective offers a rewind into
Dutt’s moody and musical
world, which defined both his
storytelling and his on-scre-
en presence.

“Guru Dutt’s films are ti-
meless masterpieces that ha-
ve influenced generations of
filmmakers and audiences
alike. This initiative is not
just a tribute to Dutt’s legacy,
but also a significant cultural
movement to bridge genera-
tions through cinema,” says
Sushilkumar Agrawal, MD &
CEO of  Ultra, which owns the
rights to these films.

At the heart of  the line-up

cinemas in India. For the first
time, films like Pyaasa, Aar
Paar, Chaudhvin Ka Chand,

On his 100th birth anniv, Guru Dutt’s classics return in 4K to theatres
Mohua.Das

@timesofindia.com

MOONLIGHT SONATA: Waheeda Rehman & Guru Dutt in Chaudhvin ka Chand

Vijayawada: Six workers
from Odisha in a group of  16
excavating granite at a quarry
in Andhra Pradesh’s Bapatla
district were killed Sunday
and three others were injured
when a rockslide sent a mas-
sive slab hurtling their way,
giving them no time to escape,
reports Madhu Rasala.

Bapatla SP Tusar Dudi said
rescuers were able to quickly
reach those injured and move
them to hospital. While four
workers died at the accident
site, two succumbed to inju-
ries while being taken to Na-
rasaraopet govt hospital.

Emergency teams needed
until late afternoon to remove
the debris at Satyakrishna
granite quarry, near Balliku-
rava village, and retrieve the
trapped victims’ bodies.

The six who died were Dan-
da Badatya (48), Takun Dalai
(37), Banamala Chehr (30),
Bhaskar Bhishoy (40), Santosh
Goud (36), and Mussajan (43).
The quarry owner employs a
number of  workers from Od-
isha, allegedly making them
toil in hazardous conditions.

Police are probing whether
safety protocols were being fol-
lowed. Officials said the edge of
the quarry was “weakened” by
continuous excavation, lead-
ing to the fatal rockslide.

CM N Chandrababu Naidu
has sought a detailed report.

Rockslide at
Andhra Pradesh

quarry kills 6
migrant workers

Avideo of  the attack of  the
Army officer — showing
the officer in jeans and a

T-shirt kicking, punching, and
hitting staff  with a queue stand
—on SpiceJet staff  has gone vi-
ral. “One SpiceJet employee
collapsed unconscious on the
floor but the passenger contin-
ued kicking and hitting the
fainted employee,” the airline
said. “Another staff  member
suffered bleeding from the nose
and mouth after receiving a
forceful kick to the jaw while
bending down to assist the col-
league who had fainted.”

The four staffers were
rushed to Bone and Joint Hos-
pital and later referred to
SMHS Hospital in Srinagar.

Police registered an FIR
based on the airline’s com-
plaint. CCTV footage was se-
cured from airport authorities
and submitted to police. Spice-
Jet also started the process to
place the officer — whose name
and rank hasn’t been made
public — on the no-fly list. “Spi-
ceJet will pursue this matter to
its fullest legal and regulatory
conclusion,” a spokesperson
said. Sources claimed the offi-
cer was travelling on emergen-
cy leave, mistreated by staff,
and missed his flight. “He, too,
has filed an FIR,” a source said.

According to the Army, the
case is under investigation.
“Based on the outcome, fur-
ther course of  action will be
decided,” it said. The defence
PRO in Srinagar said: “Indian
Army is committed to uphold-
ing the highest standards of
discipline and conduct and
takes all allegations seriously.
Full cooperation is being ex-
tended to the authorities in in-
vestigating the case.”

Relatives of  the wounded
airline staff  expressed out-
rage. “We trusted the system
and didn’t approach the
media immediately. But we
were shocked he was allowed
to leave Srinagar the very next
day,” one said Sunday. J&K po-
lice have not issued a formal
statement. CISF said it “inter-
vened promptly, managed the
situation and ensured no dis-
ruption to flight operations”. 

After assault,
SpiceJet moves

to put Army man
on no-fly list

uContinued from P 1

Dr Akash Yadav was con-
victed by a sessions court
under IPC section 306 for

abetment to suicide but was ac-
quitted under section 304-Band
Dowry Prohibition Act.

He married on May 7, 2015.
His wife, who was employed at
Pantnagar University, was tak-
en to her maternal home by her
brother on July 4, 2015, while
Yadav was working in Hydera-
bad. She died by suicide on Dec
14, 2015. In her suicide note, she
stated that her husband would
be responsible for her death.

Yadav was arrested on
May 11, 2017, and after spend-
ing more than three months in
jail, he got bail on Aug 28. On
Jan 21 this year, the sessions
judge of  Rudrapur sentenced
him to five-year RI and a fine
of  Rs 20,000 under Section 306.

Yadav filed an interim ap-
plication under section 389(1)
of  Code of  Criminal Proce-
dure, seeking suspension of
his conviction. He submitted
that because of  the conviction,
he had become disqualified
from working with IIL. His
counsel argued the case met
the criteria for exceptional cir-
cumstances, as the conviction
had a direct impact on “work
of  national importance”.

Justice Maithani noted that
an appellate court can suspend
a conviction if  failure to do so
would result in injustice or ir-
reversible consequences. He
cited SC rulings in Navjot
Singh Sidhu vs State of  Punjab
(2007) and Rama Narang vs Ra-
mesh Narang (1995) & said that
courts must examine whether
maintaining the conviction
would unfairly affect a person’s
professional standing or public
interest responsibilities.

The bench observed, “This
was a greater issue of  public
health & national interest. In li-
ght of  the afore-stated reasons,
court was of  the view that this
was a fit case in which the order
of  conviction as well as execu-
tion of  sentence, appealed agai-
nst, should be suspended.” HC
suspended both the convic-
tion & sentence during the ap-
peal’s pendency, allowing Ya-
dav to resume his duties at IIL.

HC stay allows
scientist to

resume work
at vaccine PSU
uContinued from P 1

At the meet, Rahul
Gandhi may give a
presentation on Con-

gress’s “research” on vot-
ers’ lists which he has said
proves beyond doubt that
the rolls are being tampered
with to help BJP.

The VP election has
come prematurely after the
controversial resignation
by Jagdeep Dhankhar last
month following an alleged
confrontation with the govt
over his decision to accept
the notices to remove Jus-
tices Shekhar Yadav and
Yashwant Varma. Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge Saturday alleged
that Dhankhar was biased
against the opposition, but
he took one independent de-
cision and it led to his down-
fall, as he accused the Modi
govt of  pressuring constitu-
tional authorities.

The opposition has been
accusing the governing BJP
of  attacking constitutional
values, secularism, fair
elections, marginalised sec-
tions, besides weakening
the economy and endanger-
ing the future of  the youth.
Some feel that an ideal VP

candidate from the opposi-
tion camp should be able to
represent these issues and
send out a strong message.

Such a move by the oppo-
sition, insiders argue, will
hammer home the ideologi-
cal distinction between BJP
and the opposition parties,
and help rally the base as the
latter looks to build upon its
gains in the 2024 LS polls.

However, ensuring uni-
ty with a consensus candi-
date will also be a challenge
for the opposition camp,
where many partners com-
pete against each other and

are antagonistic.
In the first vice presiden-

tial election held after BJP
assumed office in 2014, Con-
gress and opposition had
fielded Mahatma Gandhi’s
grandson and known intel-
lectual Gopal Krishna
Gandhi to take on BJP’s M
Venkaiah Naidu in 2017.
However, when the opposi-
tion witnessed fissures in
its ranks in 2022, there was a
paucity of  candidates and
Congress was forced to field
a party leader in Margaret
Alva to take on BJP candi-
date Dhankhar.

Unity on consensus candidate
will be challenge for oppn camp
uContinued from P 1

Some feel that an ideal VP candidate should be able to represent
the issues being raised by the opposition which has been accusing
BJP of attacking constitutional values, secularism and fair elections 

Clause 8.8 of  the 2002 eth-
ics regulation states,
“Any person aggrieved

by the decision of  the State
Medical Council on any com-
plaint against a delinquent
physician, shall have the
right to file an appeal to MCI
within 60 days from the date
of  receipt of  the order passed
by the said medical council”.

Yet, all 162 appeals of  pa-
tients have been rejected by
NMC since 2019.

In the reply in Parliament,
Union minister of  state for
health Anupriya Patel stated
that “to ensure that the NMC
functions in a transparent
and fair manner”, the central
govt appoints the chairperson
and presidents of  four auton-
omous boards as per the NMC
Act, 2019. However, there is no

transparency as even the min-
utes of  meetings of  the NMC
and its autonomous boards
are not available in the public
domain, as used to be the case
with the erstwhile Medical
Council of  India. Moreover,
all autonomous boards, in-
cluding the posts of  presi-
dents, are currently almost
entirely vacant, with govt
having failed to make appoint-
ments for over 10 months.

The few minutes of  the
commission’s meetings ac-
cessed using RTI show that
most non-doctor ex-officio
members hardly ever attend
meetings and, hence, most
decisions are taken by com-
mission members, almost
most of  whom are doctors. Of
the 33-member commission,
about 20 are doctors.

“I have complained to the
health ministry and the law
ministry by registered post
about NMC rejecting patient
appeals and hence I have
proof. So, the health ministry
cannot claim to have not re-
ceived any complaints,” said
Gokul Aneja, husband of  a
victim of  alleged medical
negligence, who appealed
against the decision of  the
Punjab state medical coun-
cil, only to have his appeal re-
jected twice.

All 162 appeals of patients have
been rejected by NMC since 2019
uContinued from P 1 There is a lack of

transparency as
even the minutes of
meetings of NMC &
its autonomous
boards are not
available in public
domain, as used to
be the case with the
erstwhile MCI

MONSOON WOES
PTI

Boats ferry people amid flooding by the Ganga in UP’s Prayagraj on Sunday. Across the state, 17 
districts are grappling with floods, with nearly 85,000 people affected. The state govt Sunday constituted
‘Team 11’ to expedite relief operations
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New Delhi: In the the Axis
Mutual Fund money launder-
ing case, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate on Sunday said it
has seized Rs 17.4 crore of
shares and mutual funds and
arrested its then fund manag-
er Viresh Joshi. A special
court has remanded Joshi in
ED custody till Aug 8.

The proceeds of  crime
identified by the agency so far
is around Rs 200 crore, and
likely to further go up sub-
stantially. “The proceeds of
the fraud were laundered
through multiple shell enti-
ties and bank accounts bene-
ficially owned by the accused
persons/entities and their

family members, which is un-
der investigation,” ED said.

The current searches at the
Axis Mutual Fund — which is
one of  the country’s largest
MF with more than Rs 3 lakh
crore of  assets under manage-
ment and having a 1.3 crore in-
vestors’ folio count under its
various schemes (as of  March
2025) — has raised serious con-

cerns on the funds’ safety of
lakhs of  investors. 

Over the last two days, the
agency conducted searches
across eight cities — Delhi,
Mumbai, Gurgaon, Ludhiana,
Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar, Bhuj
and Kolkata — on several front
entities that have been alleged-
ly involved in rigging the mar-
ket on insider trade informa-
tion shared by Joshi.

In addition to accused
Joshi, investigation has re-
vealed that many other trad-
ers/brokers had also mis-
used the advance inputs on
Axis Mutual Fund trades and
indulged in front running to
generate illicit trade profits,
which is nothing but pro-
ceeds of  crime, ED said.

ED arrests ex-fund manager
in ̀̀ 200cr ‘front-running’ case

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow: A court in Uttar
Pradesh’s Ambedkar Nagar
district has sentenced two
men to life in prison for axing
a 28-year-old Dalit
man to death in 2022.

Special judge Ram
Vilas Singh on Satur-
day convicted the duo
under IPC sections 302
(murder) and 34 (lia-
bility in criminal act) and Sec-
tion 3(2)(v) of  the SC/ST (Pre-
vention of  Atrocities) Act. 

The court also imposed a
fine of  Rs 20,000 each. Special
public prosecutor Sudip Mis-
hra told TOI the murder was
committed in a village in Ala-
pur on night of  July 31, 2022.

According to the complaint
lodged by one Ramvriksha,
the murder unfolded after for-
mer village pradhan Ranu Ti-
wari visited his younger
brother Jalandhar, an electri-

cian, to request a repair.
Jalandhar agreed to do
the work the following
morning and left for
nearby Khajhapur.

Around midnight,
Ramvriksha’s wife heard

some noise and alerted the
family. “When Ramvriksha
tried calling Jalandhar, the
phone was answered by an un-
known person who told them
to come to the fields. Upon re-
aching, the family found Ja-
landhar lying with severe in-
juries. He was rushed to the

govt hospital in Baskhari and
then referred to the district
hospital in Akbarpur, where
he died,” said Mishra.

An FIR was registered
based on the complaint and
the accused — Aryan alias Sa-
chin Yadav and Lalu alias Bri-
jesh Yadav — were arrested.
Police collected testimonies,
scene maps, post mortem re-
ports, call detail records, and
video evidence. A chargesheet
was filed, and the case was
tried in special SC/ST court.

Hearing the case, the spe-
cial judge found both accused
guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt. “The judge concluded
that the crime was intention-
al, caste-motivated and brutal
in nature,” Mishra said.

2 awarded life term for 2022
murder of Dalit man in UPDebabrata.Mohapatra

@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: Odisha po-
lice crime branch arrested
Board of  Secondary Educa-
tion vice-president Nihar Mo-
hanty Sunday for his alleged
involvement in the leak of  spe-
cial Odisha Teachers’ Eligi-
bility Test (OTET) question
paper on the eve of  the July 20
exam. Subsequently, OTET
was cancelled.

Earlier, the board’s data en-
try operator Jitan Moharana
was arrested on July 30 on
charges of  obtaining the ques-
tion papers from Mohanty’s
laptop. Mohanty, responsible
for overseeing the career pro-
gress test for in-service teach-
ers, allegedly violated confi-
dentiality protocols by allow-

ing Moharana unauthorised
access to his laptop, police said.
“Only Mohanty had access to
the password of  his official lap-
top. After receiving the draft
questions from a printer based
outside Odisha for final review,
he failed to delete the file from
his laptop as required by proto-
col, indicating possible wrong-
ful intent and criminal nexus,”
said DG Vinaytosh Mishra.

An analysis of  telephone
records revealed unusual com-
munication patterns between
Mohanty and Moharana, in-
cluding over 100 calls outside
office hours in the past two to
three months, Mishra added.
Crime branch also noted that
Moharana had previously
been removed from exam du-
ties due to concerns over his
integrity and conduct.

Odisha paper leak: Board
of secondary edu VP held

ED said it has seized Rs 17.4 crore
of shares and mutual funds
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New Delhi: As the Indian
govt prepares to host Philipp-
ines President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, Manila has expre-
ssed interest in purchasing
more defence equipment
from India. 

Defence, security and
maritime cooperation are
among the key pillars of  the
relationship and will top the
agenda of  Marcos’ bilateral
engagement with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Tues-
day, along with trade ties.

Ahead of  the president’s
visit, the chief  of  Armed
Forces of  the Philippines
(AFP), Romeo Brawner, said
the Philippines is looking to
purchase more weapon sys-
tems from India, citing the
quality and affordability of
Indian defence equipment. 

Talking about the ongoing
delivery of  BrahMos cruise
missiles to Manila, Brawner
also said two sets of  the India-

Russia jointly developed mis-
sile systems will arrive in the
Philippines in the next few
years. The Philippines’ mari-
time dispute in the South Chi-
na Sea (SCS), or what Manila
calls the West Philippine Sea,
has seen it scaling up defence
cooperation with countries
like India and Japan to blunt
Chinese aggression and en-
sure peace and stability in the
contested waters.

India will also join the
Philippines this week for a
joint patrol in the South Chi-
na Sea. In the middle of  its
own border tensions with
China, India in 2023 joined
Manila in explicitly asking
China to abide by a 2016 arbi-
tral tribunal award that refut-
ed Beijing’s expansive claims

over SCS waters. Modi and
Marcos are also expected to
discuss India’s offer for con-
cessional Line of  Credit to
meet Philippines’ defence re-
quirements, acquisition of
naval assets, and expansion
of  training and joint exercis-
es on maritime security. 

According to Manila, six
agreements in a range of  ar-
eas like science and technolo-
gy, law and culture are expect-
ed to be signed.

The Modi-Marcos meeti-
ng, however, takes place in
the middle of  efforts by both
India and China to rebuild
their relationship and it will
be interesting to see how
much play the South China
Sea issue can get in the meet-
ing. During Marcos’ recent

visit to the US, President Do-
nald Trump reportedly told
him he wouldn’t mind if  Ma-
nila got along with China.

The two countries will al-
so discuss efforts to enhance
trade ties, as they both look to
conclude a bilateral trade
deal with the US to avoid get-
ting caught in the cross hairs
of  Trump’s trade war. 

While the US president
has announced 25% tariffs on
imports from India, he has sl-
apped Manila with a 19% levy.

Bilateral trade crossed $3
billion for the first time in
2022-2023 and the two sides
have agreed to commence ne-
gotiations for a bilateral Pref-
erential Trade Agreement.

According to the ministry
of  external affairs (MEA), de-
velopment cooperation is an-
other crucial aspect of  bilat-
eral relationship. 

“India is implementing
six Quick Impact Projects
(QIPs) in the areas of  agricul-
ture, disaster risk reduction
& management, health-care
and livelihood support, in the
Philippines, under an MoU
on Indian Grant Assistance
for the implementation of
QIPs, signed on Feb 7, 2023,”
said an official.

Philippines eyes buying more
def equipment from India

Delhi To Join
Manila On SCS

Joint Patrol
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

The meeting between PM
Modi and Philippines Prez
Ferdinand Marcos Jr (left)
will take place at a time
when India & China are
trying to rebuild ties and it
will be interesting to see
how much play the South
China Sea issue can get 

New Delhi: In the middle of  a
war of  wits between govt and
the opposition over the revi-
sion of  Bihar’s electoral rolls
and allegations of  bias against
Election Commission, deputy
leader of  opposition in Lok
Sabha Gaurav Gogoi has said
the poll watchdog should be
brought under “parliamenta-
ry oversight” to save its credi-
bility — a demand that may to-
uch off  a new debate amid the
chaos that threatens to sink
the ongoing monsoon session
of  Parliament.

The Congress MP said
Parliament had a role in the
appointment process of  EC
through the presence of  the
leader of  opposition in the
collegium for its selection,
but had no role in its regular
functioning and oversight.
He said the same was true of
other constitutional bodies.

“The credibility of  EC is
at stake, and until some parli-
amentary oversight is bro-
ught over EC, it will remain a
tool at the hands of  govt,” he

told TOI. Gogoi said the natu-
re of  parliamentary over-
sight could be debated but the
fact that it was required can-
not be disputed any more.

The opposition is set to
escalate its focus on EC in co-
ming days, with INDIA bloc
demanding that govt schedu-
le a discussion on Bihar’s
rolls review in Parliament, a
demand that looks likely to
blockade the two Houses in
the coming weeks. At the
same time, Congress MP and
LoP in LS Rahul Gandhi is set
to lead a protest in Bengaluru
on Tuesday against what he
alleges is tampering of  the vo-
ters’ list in Bangalore Rural
LS seat — a sample that Cong-

ress has researched to claim
similar irregularities exist el-
sewhere. He may also give a
presentation on the “Banga-
lore findings” of  Congress to
allies on Thursday.

Gogoi argued, “I think to
put EC back on track should
be the duty of  every citizen. It
is not for a party but for the fu-
ture of  Indian democracy.”

Buttressing his demand,
he said other democracies
had parliamentary oversight
over all key organisations, in-
cluding law enforcement and
intelligence. “Parliament
should be supreme when it
comes to these institutions
that are at the bedrock of  In-
dian democracy,” he said.

EC needs ‘Parl oversight’ to
save its credibility: Gogoi

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com Credibility of EC is at stake,

and until parliamentary oversight is
brought over EC, it will remain a
tool at hands of govt... I think to put
EC back on track should be the duty
of every citizen. It is not for a party
but for the future of democracy
GAURAV GOGOI 
Deputy leader of opposition in Lok Sabha 

Washington: A top aide to
Donald Trump on Sunday ac-
cused India of  effectively fi-
nancing Russia’s war in Uk-
raine by purchasing oil from
Moscow, after the US presi-
dent escalated pressure on
New Delhi to stop buying Rus-
sian oil.

“What he (Trump) said ve-
ry clearly is that it is not ac-
ceptable for India to continue
financing this war by pur-
chasing the oil from Russia,”
said Stephen Miller, deputy
chief  of  staff  at the White
House and one of  Trump’s
most influential aides.

Miller’s criticism was
some of  the strongest yet by

the Trump administration
about one of  the US’s major
partners in the Indo-Pacific.

“People will be shocked to
learn that India is basically
tied with China in purchasing

Russian oil. That’s an aston-
ishing fact,” Miller said on
Fox News’ ‘Sunday Morning
Futures’. The Indian embassy
in Washington did not imme-
diately respond to a request

for comment. 
Indian govt sources told

Reuters on Saturday that New
Delhi would keep purchasing
oil from Moscow despite US
threats. A 25% tariff  on Indi-
an products went into effect
on Friday as a result of  its pur-
chase of  military equipment
and energy from Russia. 

Trump has also threat-
ened 100% tariffs on US im-
ports from countries that buy
Russian oil unless Moscow re-
aches a major peace deal with
Ukraine. Miller tempered 
his criticism by noting
Trump’s relationship with
PM Narendra Modi, describ-
ing it as “tremendous.” REUTERS

India financing Russia’s war in Ukraine
by buying oil from Moscow: Trump aide

‘What he (Donald Trump) said very
clearly is that it is not acceptable
for India to continue financing this
war by purchasing the oil from
Russia,’ said Stephen Miller, 
deputy chief of staff at the White
House. The Indian embassy in
Washington did not immediately
respond to a request for comment 

New Delhi: BJP on Sunday
alleged that RJD’s Tejashwi
Yadav had committed a cri-

me by kee-
ping two vo-
ter IDs, high-
lighting that
the EPIC
number he ci-
ted at a pres-

ser was different from the
one he officially carries.

“Congress and RJD have
been thoroughly exposed...
Did you (Yadav) lie under
oath? Did you present wrong
facts to EC?” BJP spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said at a
press conference.

In Patna, addressing a jo-
int press conference with
spokespersons for NDA alli-
es JD(U), LJP (Ram Vilas),
HAM(S) and RLM, BJP’s
Ajay Alok said it was unlaw-
ful for one person to hold
multiple EPICs. “Tejashwi
agreed to it himself…We ap-
peal to EC to register an FIR
against Tejashwi,” he said.
JD(U) national executive
president Sanjay Kumar Jha
alleged that it constituted a
criminal offence.

“If  a party leader like Ya-
dav carries two voter IDs,
then what will its workers be
doing?” Patra said, claiming
it showed RJD members cast
votes at more than one place
to inflate support.

Tejashwi committed
crime by keeping 
two voter IDs: BJP

Patna: RJD renewed Sunday
allegations of  large-scale ir-
regularities in voter lists
drawn up after special inten-
sive revision (SIR) in NDA-
governed Bihar ahead of  the
assembly polls, claiming mul-
tiple people were listed as hav-
ing the same house numbers.

The accusations came
even as Election Commission
(EC) clarified that no claims
or objections had been re-
ceived from any political par-
ty in the three days since the
draft electoral rolls were pub-
lished on Aug 1.

In a social media post, RJD
said several electors had list-
ed “House No. 107” and
“House No. 109” as “residenti-
al address” in enumeration
forms (EFs) submitted to EC,

raising questions about the
authenticity of  the rolls. The
addresses, near Patna airpo-
rt, are part of  Digha assembly
constituency. EC clarified the
questionable addresses were
“notional housing numbers”
used to ensure voter inclusi-
on where permanent address-
es had not yet been allotted.

“Why doesn’t EC declare
House Number 107 as a dis-
trict?” RJD wrote in its X post,
alleging this was the true face
of  SIR. RJD spokesperson
Shakti Singh Yadav reiterat-

ed that the party had flagged
these concerns from the out-
set. “The worst fears have
come true. The exercise is on-
ly aimed at helping a political
party,” Shakti said.

Responding to the allega-
tions, an EC official said such
listings were the result of
“notional housing numbers”
assigned by booth level offi-
cers (BLOs) to ensure eligible
voters were not excluded sim-
ply because local bodies have
not yet assigned permanent
house numbers.

“There are many cases
where people build houses in
new colonies, but local bodies
delay the allotment of  official
house numbers. If  we wait in-
definitely for the local bodies
to assign permanent num-
bers, many eligible citizens
will not be included in the vot-
er list,” the EC official said.

1 house, many voters: RJD flags
‘dubious’ entries, EC counters

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesofindia.com

RJD said many electors
had listed ‘House No. 107’
and ‘House No. 109’ as
‘residential address’ in
enumeration forms. EC
said they were ‘notional
housing numbers’

Kozhikode: Kerala police
have filed a suo motu case af-
ter a video surfaced showing
a group of  men threatening
a Christian pastor in Waya-
nad district and accusing
him of  attempting religious
conversion.

The men are seen in the
video blocking the pastor’s
vehicle, shouting abuse and
issuing violent threats. “If
you enter Hindu homes
again, there won’t be any
more beatings. Your legs
will be chopped off,” one
man is heard saying.

The confrontation occur-
red in April in Cherukad tr-
ibal hamlet. No case was reg-
istered at the time, as no for-
mal complaint was filed. 

The alleged crime drew
police attention only after
the video began circulating
on social media, especially
following the recent arrest
of  two nuns from Kerala in
Chhattisgarh over allega-
tions of  human trafficking
and forced religious conver-
sion. The video’s authentici-

ty couldn’t be independently
verified. BJP functionaries
said those seen in the video
are not affiliated with Sangh
Parivar. According to sourc-
es, the pastor had gone to the
hamlet to invite children to a
vacation class when the gro-
up stopped him and alleged-
ly attempted to assault him.

Police have registered a
case under multiple sections
of  BNS, including Section

192 (provocation with intent
to cause riot). The FIR says
the accused not only issued
threats but also filmed and
shared the video to incite
communal unrest. Police
have contacted the pastor
and are working to identify
those involved. A detailed in-
vestigation is under way to
verify the sequence of
events and determine if
more people participated.

Kerala cops file case as video
of threats to pastor goes viral
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New Delhi: In a bid to in-
crease the penetration of  elec-
tric buses, cars and trucks,
and to spur their sales, govt is
likely to clarify soon that the
15-year ‘End of  Life’ (EoL) reg-
ulation isn’t applicable to EVs. 

The power ministry will
also expedite extending the
CAFE norms (regulations de-
signed to reduce fuel con-
sumption and CO2 emis-
sions) to urban freight vehi-
cles, trucks and buses.

These were among the
steps finalised at a recent
high-level meeting chaired by
Niti Aayog member Rajiv
Gauba amid concerns over the
slow progress of  EV penetra-
tion in the country, which was
barely 7.6% in 2024, as against
the target of  30% by 2030.
While EV penetration is high-
er for two- and three-wheelers
and buses, it has been slow for

four-wheelers, with e-trucks
not having taken off  so far.

Sources said that respon-
ding to an observation from
road transport secretary V
Umashankar that most over
15-year-old buses are privately
owned, Niti Aayog CEO BVR
Subrahmanyam suggested
that if  the 15-year EOL regula-
tion is not applied to EVs, it

may spur sales.
Umashankar also held

that a mandate for EV adop-
tion works best at places
where a certain level of  pene-
tration and ecosystem are in
place. Sources said there was
a consensus to move from in-
centives to mandates and dis-
incentives for faster EV adop-
tion and for strategies to have

saturation in five cities for
buses, para-transit and urban
freight vehicles. A source said
there was unanimous agree-
ment on the need for fast ex-
pansion of  charging infras-
tructure, deployment of  fast
chargers, development of
new battery technologies to
reduce import dependence
and easier finance for e-buses
and e-trucks.

Days later, the finance
ministry held talks with
banks to address their reluc-
tance to finance EVs and the
issue of  higher interest rates. 

At the meeting chaired by
financial services secretary M
Nagaraju, banks urged govt to
standardise batteries, bring
down vehicle costs and an-
nounce some incentive for
purchase of  new batteries,
considering that batteries
usually have to be replaced in
6-7 years and account for 40-
50% of  the cost of  EVs.

To drive sale of EVs, govt to clarify they
are exempt from 15-yr ‘end of life’ norm

TIMES NEWS NETWORK ROADBLOCKS IN EV PENETRATION
 h Less public charging points, 

2/3rd installed at petrol 
pumps are slow chargers

 hNo unified app for locating 
charging station & booking

 hDiscom levying high fixed 
charge for charging stations

 hRWAs not allowing public 
charging

 hReluctance of banks to 
finance EVs, particularly 
buses & trucks

 hHigher interest rate

 hConcerns over life of 
batteries and low resale value

New Delhi: That he has been
the Nehru-Gandhi family’s ch-
ief  legal troubleshooter was
never a secret. But not many
expected Congress MP Rahul

Gandhi to confi-
rm this publicly.
Speaking at a me-
eting of  lawyers
and information
rights activists
here on Saturday,

the leader of  opposition in 
Lok Sabha talked at length
about MP and senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi’s
role as the ‘sankat mochan’ for
him and others in the family.

“You know, you know I have
also dealt with a lot of  lawyers,
but he (Singhvi) is like a laser
beam. He will get to the point
instantly, and he will cut exact-
ly to what the issue is,” Rahul
said at the conference, which
also saw Singhvi playing the
chief  organiser.

Rahul referred to the cases
that he faces and the help he
gets from the senior advocate.
“And, so I discuss these cases
with him. And, it is very re-
freshing... he has told me the
entire thing that I need to
know,” Rahul said amid ap-
plause from the audience. TNN

Rahul all praise
for ‘Sankat

Mochan’ Singhvi
at lawyers’ meet

Belagavi: Two weeks after
drinking water allegedly laced
with poison left 11 students ill
at a govt school in Belagavi dis-
trict, Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah on Sunday described it
as “a heinous act driven by re-
ligious fundamentalism and
hatred” and accused BJP of
creating an environment of  re-
ligious polarisation.

Belagavi SP Bhimashan-
kar Guled told reporters three
members of  a fringe group,
Sri Rama Sene, were arrested.
Police sources said the poiso-
ning was part of  a larger plan
to discredit the headmaster,
who is from a minority com-
munity, and force his transfer. 

Siddaramaiah posted on X,
“This act could have resulted in
the massacre of  innocent child-
ren. It is a terrifying reminder
of  how religious bigotry and
communal hatred can mani-
fest in such inhuman ways.”

Holding BJP netas accoun-
table for polarisation, he said,
“Those who spread hatred in
the name of  religion for politi-
cal gain must introspect. Will
Pramod Mutalik, BY Vijay-
endra, or R Ashok take re-
sponsibility for this?” TNN

School water
‘poisoning’ in

Belagavi driven
by bigotry: Sidda

Kolkata: None among the
eight main political parties in
Bengal formally filed any ob-
jection to the final voters’ list
published ahead of  the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, Election
Commission said Sunday in a
statement seeking to counter
insinuations of  tampering
amid preparations for a spe-
cial intensive revision of  the
rolls like the one in Bihar.

“Electoral rolls are pre-
pared transparently; copies
shared with recognised politi-
cal parties,” Bengal’s chief
electoral officer said. During
the special summary revision
2024, copies of  draft and final
rolls were provided to all par-
ties, the statement mentioned.

The commission said it re-
ceived 34.2 lakh claims and ob-
jections between the publica-
tion of  the draft and final elec-
toral rolls. Appeals can be fil-
ed for wrongful additions and
deletions, but there was no
such allegation.

The statement, coming a
week after the publication of
electoral rolls of  11 districts
based on a special intensive
revision in 2002, is seen as a
move to insulate the poll body
from political allegations of
bias as it tries to purge the
rolls of  illegal voters.

The poll panel indicated
that even BJP, vocal on Ban-
gladeshis and Rohingya,
didn’t formally appeal ahead
of  the Lok Sabha elections last
year. EC put out a detailed an-
nexure to emphasise its point.
The annexure said all eight
major political parties in Ben-
gal, including Trinamool,
BJP, Congress and CPM, re-
ceived a copy of  the draft elec-
toral rolls on Nov 1, 2023.

North 24 Parganas, with
4.6 lakh claims and objections,
topped the list, followed by
South 24 Parganas at 4.2 lakh.
Hooghly (2.2 lakh) and Nadia
(2.1 lakh) followed. Murshida-
bad, East Burdwan and East
Midnapore also had 2-lakh
plus additions or deletions.

“It has come to our notice
that a lot of  allegations are be-
ing made on the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls in Bengal. Parties have a
legal option to formally appeal
against wrongful addition or
deletion. No party filed any ap-
peal,” an EC official said.

EC: No Bengal
party appealed

against rolls
before LS polls

Debashis.Konar
@timesofindia.com

EPIC No. RAB2916120,
which Tejashwi Yadav
cited as ‘missing’ on Sat-

urday has not been used by
him, at least for the past 10
years, said an EC source.

In another case, EC has
found that CPI(ML) Liber-
ation MP Sudama Prasad’s
wife Shobha Devi was regis-
tered as an elector from two
different assembly constitu-
encies (ACs) in Arrah, Bihar.
The Left party is one of  pet-
itioners in the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) case being
heard by Supreme Court.

Devi, as per documents
seen by TOI, was registered
with EPIC No. RGX3264140 at
Lavarish Seva Kendra poll-
ing station in Arrah AC and
also with EPIC No.
WVA0308544 at Samudayik
Bhawan polling station in
Agiaon AC. Her age cited in
the two documents is several
years apart. A check run by
the ERO had found that both
EPICs were indeed issued to
the same person but her
name was struck off  the roll
in one of  the two places as
part of  the SIR exercise.

‘EPIC cited by
Tejashwi not

used for 10 yrs’
uContinued from P 1

HP MONSOON TOLL TOUCHES 184
ANI

The death toll in Himachal Pradesh this monsoon reached 184 on Sunday as a boulder crushed a car,
killing a 37-year-old man, just hours after a JCB operator died when the land caved in under his 
machine. Around 300 roads remained blocked. A flash flood washed away a bridge connecting Lahaul &
Spiti with Chamba district. So far, the state has suffered losses worth nearly Rs 1,715 crore

Lucknow: Umar Ansari, you-
nger son of  the late UP gang-
ster-turned-politician Mukht-
ar Ansari, was arrested in Luc-
know late Sunday in a forgery
case, reports Pathikrit Chak-
raborty. Umar, picked up from
the Darul Shafa area, is being
taken for further proceedings
to Ghazipur, where the case is
filed. He faces other cases, too. 

Umar is accused of  attempt-
ing to fraudulently reclaim a
property confiscated under UP
Gangsters and Anti-Social Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act. The
property is linked to his father
Mukhtar’s alleged crimes. His
elder brother and ex-MLA Ab-
bas recently came out of  jail in
one of  his eight cases.

UP don Mukhtar’s
younger son Umar

held in forgery case

Ablistering editorial in Kerala’s Church-run daily Deepika said
Sunday the arrest of two nuns in Chhattisgarh was only the

“first chapter” in a larger campaign against minorities and said
temporary bail offered no real relief. Sisters Preethy Mary and
Vandana Francis, both from Kerala’s Assisi Sisters of Mary Imma-
culate congregation, were arrested on July 25 on charges of all-
eged human trafficking and forced religious conversion. The case
has been transferred to an NIA court. They were released Saturd-
ay after being granted conditional bail. Deepika wrote the case
filed by railway police was “influenced by communalists and
anti-social elements” and now fell under “anti-national activity”.
“If there is any respect left for the Constitution,” it said, “this case
should be dismissed and those responsible for the communal
excesses should be charged with treason.” The editorial accused
communal groups of unleashing mob justice, comparing the
situation to that faced by religious minorities in Pakistan. TNN

Kerala church daily seeks treason charges
on ‘communal’ forces after nuns’ arrest

New Delhi:Forty-eight hours
after publication of  the draft
electoral roll in Bihar, booth
level agents (BLAs) of  12 polit-
ical parties in the state were
yet to file any claim or objec-
tion against wrongful inclu-
sions and exclusions. Howev-
er, 941 individual applicants
came forward between 3pm on
Aug 2 and 3pm on Aug 3 to sub-
mit claims or objections.

EC, in its daily update on
claims and exclusions on Sun-
day, said it also received 4,374
applications over the past two
days from newly eligible elec-
tors, seeking enrolment by
submitting their Form 6 and
mandatory declaration.

Parties, including RJD,
Congress, CPM, BJP, JD(U),
BSP, AAP, National People’s
Party, CPI(ML) Liberation,
LJP, Rashtriya LJP and Rash-
triya Lok Samta Party, have
over 1.6 lakh BLAs in the field to
study the draft rolls for any in-
clusion of  ineligible persons or
exclusion of  eligible electors.

EC sources said the list of
nearly 65 lakh deletions from
the roll as it existed on June
24, 2025 was prepared with the
involvement of  BLAs and also
shared with them on July 20.
“So practically, they have had
a much longer window — of
the past 13 days — to spot any
wrongful inclusions or exclu-
sions,” an EC official said.

48 hrs on, no
BLA has filed
any claim or

objection
Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.comTIMES NEWS NETWORK
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When Mahatma Gandhi
called for the Quit India
Movement in 1942, these

young boys, Bipin Desai and Gun-
want Desai, who had just finished
their matriculation, jumped into
the freedom movement. Together,
they handed out pamphlets
against the British, organised pro-
tests, and even went to jail together. 

After India got independence,
both went to the agricultural uni-
versity in Pune. When they gradu-
ated, they came back to Surat. 

From farming to running a
dairy, from contract work to vari-
ous businesses, they tried every-
thing together, always as partners. 

They first lived in a simple mud
house in the area that has since
come to be known as Chanakyapu-
ri. Even when their families grew
and needed more space, they never
thought of  living apart. In 1970,
they built ‘Maitri’, a duplex with
separate sections for each family
but one shared drawing room that
became the heart of  both homes. 

Today, Gautam Desai (70), Bi-
pin’s son, and Parimal Desai (63),
Gunwant’s son, carry forward this
legacy of  friendship. 

“The home has seen renova-
tions and changes over the years,
but Gautam and I still live here
with our families. Our sons, Har-
dik and Rahul, also share a won-

derful bond,” says Parimal. 
What made their fathers’ friend-

ship even more special was their
ability to navigate their different
natures. Bipin was conservative
while Gunwant was modern in his
outlook. “In society, very few people
knew that our fathers were friends.
Most believed them to be brothers,”
says Gautam. “Whenever Parimal
needed permission for anything, he
would go to my father instead of  his
own. In the same way, Gunwant ka-
ka would always stand by me and
would not hesitate to overrule my
father if  I needed any approval.”

Both Bipin and Gunwant fol-
lowed Gandhi’s teachings. Wheth-
er going to a wedding or a funeral,
meeting the chief  minister or com-
mon citizens, they always ap-
peared together in simple, white
khadi kurta-pyjamas. 

“They did not plan to dress

alike. It just happened because
they thought alike,” says Parimal. 

As if  they had decided to depart
together too, Gunwant left the
world just nine months after Bipin
passed away. Both had expressed
their wish to donate their bodies
for medical research. 

When Gautam and Parimal
went to donate Gunwant’s body to
SMIMER hospital, they discovered
that Bipin’s body was still at the
hospital. The two friends found
themselves resting together in the
same cold storage. 

Today, Gautam and Parimal
run the ‘Maitri Trust’, established
by their fathers in 1990 — they had
donated their entire properties to
the trust, making sure their friend-
ship would keep helping people
long after they were gone. 

The bond continues strong in
the present generation. When Pari-
mal went on a Europe tour, he took
Gautam’s daughter along. 

Parimal’s son Hardik shares a
close relationship with Gautam.
Parimal’s granddaughter Vyomi
often eats with Gautam’s daughter-
in-law, and Gautam’s grandson
Dwij prefers having meals with Pa-
rimal’s family. Gautam’s wife Jan-
vi and Parimal’s wife Trupti have
been pillars in maintaining this
family bonding. “We have cooked
meals together, gone shopping to-
gether and have so many shared ex-
periences,” says Trupti. 

Many believed Bipin Desai (left) and
Gunwant Desai were actually brothers

�Continued from P 1

From farming to running dairy, they tried
everything together, always as partners

Witnesses told police that the driver
braked at speed just as the SUV was
approaching a culvert, causing it to

spin out of  control and fall into the canal. 
While driver Sitaraman opened the door

on his side and leapt to safety, two passengers
in the front seat and a girl, identified as Pin-
ki, were thrown out on impact.

PM Narendra Modi condoled the deaths
and announced Rs 2 lakh in ex gratia for each
of  the lives lost and Rs 50,000 each for the in-
jured. CM Yogi Adityanath announced Rs 5
lakh each to those who lost a family member. 

As the SUV started to sink, several villag-
ers jumped into the
water to rescue those
inside but couldn't
open the doors. They
used ropes to pull a
portion of  the vehicle
up and smashed the
windows using bricks.
By then, 11 of  the pas-
sengers were dead.

SUV lost control
after braking at high

speed: Witnesses

Agra:UP CM Yogi Adityanath has
warned that individuals operat-
ing drones without official per-
mission or spreading rumours
and misinformation about them
to create panic will be prosecuted
under the Gangster Act, and in se-
rious cases, the National Security
Act (NSA) will also be invoked.

He instructed senior officials
to step up district-wise drone sur-
veillance, strengthen patrolling,
and ensure all violations are dealt
with firmly. The directive comes
amid a series of  mob attacks trig-
gered by false claims of  thieves us-
ing drones to scout homes they tar-
get in western UP.

During a review meeting with
senior police officers, Yogi said
that unauthorised use of  un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
was banned in the state and any
misuse would attract legal action. 

He added that drone misuse
would not be tolerated. 

“Anyone using drones illegally
or for creating panic will not be
spared. If  required, the NSA will
be used,” the CM said.

The ‘misinformation’ about

drones has triggered community-
led patrolling, physical assaults,
and mob action against mentally
disabled persons and outsiders
mistaken for gang members. In
some areas, residents formed vigi-
lante groups and launched inde-
pendent crackdowns based purely
on unverified drone sightings.

The warning comes days after a
50-year-old mentally unstable man
was lynched by a mob in Bareilly’s
Bhojipura area, and “outsiders”
were caught and thrashed at night
by locals in parts of  western UP on
suspicion of  being “drone thieves”
— people presumed to use drones

to recce an area before targeting
houses for burglary or arson.

Sensing public disorder, UP po-
lice have already launched night
patrols from 11pm to 3am in some
areas, along with awareness cam-
paigns with village heads, and cre-
ated a “drone register” to identify
legitimate operators. Police fur-
ther clarified that drone use at
night has been barred completely
to prevent chaos and panic.

There have also been several
arrests of  “drone rumour sus-
pects” in Meerut, Muzaffarnagar,
Ghaziabad and Bareilly, along
with some of  those involved in
“mob attacks”. 

In the latest such case in Mu-
zaffarnagar, three persons were
held for allegedly using pigeons
fitted with LED lights — in the
night sky — to mimic drone activ-
ity and purportedly spread fear. 

On Saturday night, a 55-year-
old mentally challenged person
roaming in a village in the district
was targeted by locals. 

Three men were later arrested.
SSP Sanjay Kumar Verma said six
people have been arrested in the
district so far for spreading
“drone thief ” rumours. 

(With inputs from agencies)

Yogi: Slap NSA for flying drones
illegally or spreading rumours

Mohammad.Dilshad
@timesofindia.com

PTI

UP CM instructed senior officials to step
up district-wise drone surveillance,
strengthen patrolling, and ensure all
violations are dealt with firmly

�Continued from P 1
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TIMES BUSINESSFinancial services sector 
witnessed 73 deals worth $4.5bn in 
Q2 2025, registering a 14% increase 
in volumes and 87% surge in value 
compared to same period last year. 
Sequentially, however, deal volume 
rose 12% but value declined 10% Source: Grant Thornton Bharat

Q2, 2024 Q2, 2024

Q1, 2025 Q1, 2025

Q2, 2025 Q2, 2025

Volume Value ($mn)

15 86749 1,55364 Total 2,420 Total

28 4,00137 1,02765 5,028

16 2,59057 1,94073 4,530

 Total M&A   PE * THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2025

New Delhi: Mahindra &
Mahindra plans to manage rare
earth magnet supplies through
alternative sourcing channels
for the next nine months and
will pursue ‘engineering efforts’
to address the raw material
shortage situation, according to
a senior company executive.
The imposition of export
restrictions by China on key rare
earth magnets has resulted in
supply chain bottlenecks.
“Basis, all the actions we have
taken, FY26 is more or less
managed. We have to now work
on some medium and long term
actions,” M&M Group CFO
Amarjyoti Barua said. AGENCIES

Mahindra plans
‘engg actions’ to
tackle magnet woes

New Delhi: Equity markets this
week will turn their focus on the
RBI’s interest rate decision, Q1
earnings from several blue-chip
firms and tariff-related news for
further cues, analysts said.
Moreover, trading activity of
foreign investors and trends in
global equity markets will also
drive investors’ sentiment, they
added. AGENCIES

RBI’s rate call, Q1 nos
to drive mkts: Experts

London: Opec+ agreed on
Sunday to raise oil production by
547,000 barrels per day for Sept,
the latest in a series of
accelerated output hikes to
regain market share, as concerns
mount over potential supply
disruptions linked to Russia. The
move marks a full and early
reversal of Opec+’s largest
tranche of output cuts. REUTERS

Opec+ agrees to
raise output again

Mumbai:The less, the merrier
— that’s the mantra in the star-
tup and venture capital space,
where there’s an increasing
shift towards building smaller
teams. More investors are now
also considering the size of  a
startup’s team while weighing
potential funding — it is not a
big determining factor yet, but
at least it is a metric being con-
sidered, with the ‘revenue per
employee’ metric making its
way into investor discussions.

AI has a part to play in this
shift — the tech is not leading
to wide-scale job reductions,
but it certainly is eliminating
the need to hire more, and nud-
ging companies to redeploy
human capital towards more
complex tasks.

“Investors have become
intensely focused on startups
that demonstrate capital effi-
ciency and a high revenue per
employee ratio. The excesses
of  the last funding boom,
marked by aggressive head-
count growth has given way
to an era where impact is me-

asured by output, not team si-
ze,” Manu Iyer, general part-
ner at Bluehill VC, which
funds early-stage startups,
told TOI, adding that, on av-
erage, today, series A (early
stage) startups globally and
in India come to market with
fewer full-time employees.

Even as startups as big as
Paytm and Ola are betting on
AI to cut inefficiencies at
work, the trend of  building
smaller teams is more ram-
pant among deep tech and AI-
native startups. “…one emer-
ging benchmark is $1 mil-
lion ARR (annual recurring
revenue) per employee. This
wasn’t even a talking point a
couple of  years ago, but no-
w...it’s becoming a sign of  capi-
tal efficiency and strong pro-
duct-market fit. Investors are
increasingly asking not just
about growth, but about pro-
ductivity per headcount,” said
Neelabh Shukla, chief  busi-
ness officer at talent solutions
provider Careernet.

Startups across segments
have been using AI to cut costs.
Lower fixed costs mean star-

tups can weather economic
shifts and stretch investments
(investor funds) much further,
said Iyer. Viswanath P S, MD &
CEO at Randstad India, said
that the narrative in startups
has shifted from “how big is
the team” to “how effective
and scalable is this team’s ex-
ecution model”.

“Investors are increasing-
ly prioritising startups with
smaller, more focused teams
when making funding deci-
sions, particularly in venture
capital and angel investment
circles,” Joshi said. Inves-
tors, however, are closely wat-
ching how startups are using
AI and assessing the real and
perceived benefits that AI in-
tegration can bring,” said
Ankur Mittal, co-founder at
Inflection Point Ventures.

Startups trim team size to woo investors
Asmita Dey@timesofindia.com

Focus On ‘Revenue Per Employee’ Metric
 AI has a part to play in this 

shift: it is eliminating the need to 
boost hiring, and nudging cos 
to redeploy human capital 
towards more complex tasks

 Take Paytm for instance: 
The fintech, whose business was 
battered after RBI directed it to 
wind down its banking unit last 
year, said that AI-led operating 
leverage contributed to its 

profitability, a first for  
the firm without being helped by 

any one-off gains

  In the US, the size of 
startups at the time of 

fundraising has shrunk 
significantly, with series-A 
software startups dropping  
from an average of 22 employees 
in 2022 to 14 in 2025, said  
Quess Corp’s Kapil Joshi said

New Delhi: Amid a clamour
for succour after Trump’s ta-
riff  announcement, govt has
ruled out demands for subsidy,
but suggested it is open to “in-
novative ways” to help indust-
ry beat the crisis.

The message was delive-
red by commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal during
his meetings with some of  the
industry representatives in
Mumbai over the weekend, so-
urces told TOI. During the me-
etings, Goyal suggested that
banks could review the risk as-
sessment & rating models,
especially for small exporters,
so that the cost of  loans comes
down. He also agreed to look
into proposals for reduction in
testing and certification char-
ges for MSMEs.

There have been sugges-
tions that govt bears a part of
the 10% duty gap between In-
dia and competing countries.
AEPC chairman Sudhir Sekh-

ri said that some of  the Ameri-
can buyers have suggested
that they could share a part of
the burden but the apparel in-
dustry is going to be hit hard,
resulting in closure of  manu-
facturing units and loss of
jobs. “Buyers are telling us
that they will buy from Chine-
se manufacturers despite a ta-
riff  disadvantage of  5 percen-
tage points (30% US tariffs on
China) as they are more cost
competitive.”

After factoring in exemp-

tions available to sectors such
as electronics and pharma, he
suggested that the hit on Indi-
an exporters across sectors co-
uld be to the tune of  Rs 34,000
crore a year and argued that
govt should consider making
good some of  the losses.

Textiles, leather and foot-
wear, chemicals and shrimps
are seen to be among the sec-
tors that will be hurt by the ta-
riffs. But the house is still divi-
ded on seafood as countries
such as Ecuador are seen to be

lacking in scale.
“The strong presence of  In-

dian food and beverages in the
US market, backed by a matu-
re and reliable supply chain,
continues to reinforce trade
resilience during these uncer-
tain times. Exporters are wor-
king closely with their global
partners to honour existing
commitments while adopting
adaptive strategies that ensu-
re the uninterrupted supply of
high-demand products,” said
Mohit Singla, founder chair-
man of  Trade Promotion Co-
uncil of  India.

EEPC India, representing
engineering exporters, has
suggested the reintroduction
of  interest subsidy and pay-
ment of  dues under the Mar-
ket Access Initiative scheme.
“Reciprocal tariffs will have
an impact since duty on India,
as compared to our competitor
nations, is much higher. We ex-
pect engineering exports to
drop by $4-5 billion,” said
EEPC India’s Pankaj Chadha.

Exporters Seek Support To Beat Impact Of Trump’s Tariffs

Govt willing to aid exports,
but subsidies not on table

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

  Bear a part of the US tariff 
gap of up to 10% between 
India, key competing nations

 Offer interest subsidy, 
pare cost of bank loans 
for exporters

 Reduce testing and 
certification charges

 Ensure supply of cheaper 
inputs for food processing sector

 Immediately launch 
Export Promotion Mission, 
announced in the last Budget

 Correct inverted duty 
structure for specific 
products, lower GST to 
improve domestic sales

 Provide support for 
market access in other 
countries

KEY DEMANDS BEFORE GOVT

Mumbai: Economists are
split on whether RBI’s mone-
tary policy committee will
continue cutting rates, but
most expect it to pause at the
Aug 6 meeting to assess the
impact of  earlier reductions.

Some economists point to
softening data. Industrial pro-
duction as measured by its in-
dex slowed to a 10-month low
of  1.5%. Credit growth is also
weaker, including a marked
drop in home loans. Also sup-
porting a rate cut is inflation
running below projections.

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, gro-
up chief  economist at SBI the-
re’s no use in holding off  on
cutting interest rates in Aug.
If  inflation is going to stay low
and steady even in FY27, the
central bank shouldn’t wait.
He warned that if  RBI wrong-
ly assumes that low inflation
is temporary and decides not

to cut rates, inflation stays low
for a long time, and the econo-
my keeps slowing down. A cut
now, he added, could support
demand during the upcoming
festive season. “A frontloaded
rate cut in Aug could bring ear-
ly Diwali... Even festive season
is frontloaded in FY26... Empi-
rical evidence suggests a
strong pick-up in credit

growth whenever festive sea-
son has been early and has be-
en preceded with a rate cut.”

Others urge caution. Ha-
ving already lowered the re-
po rate by 100 basis points (1
percentage point) over three
consecutive meetings, RBI
may prefer to pause, allowing
the effects of  previous cuts to
ripple through the economy.
A note by CareEdge Ratings
noted that while inflation is

easing and external risks to
growth are rising, the central
bank may choose to wait. It
expects RBI to maintain its
6.4% growth forecast while
slightly reducing its inflation
outlook for FY26. The US ta-
riff  uncertainty is pushing
the RBI panel toward a cau-
tious, measured approach,
most likely opting for a pause
or a “dovish hold” in August
while leaving the door open
for future policy action.

Barclays’ India chief  eco-
nomist Aastha Gudwani also
expects the central bank to
stay put in Aug. “While this
backdrop is conducive for furt-
her monetary easing, we belie-
ve it is not yet compelling eno-
ugh to deliver a fourth straight
rate cut, and exhaust the poli-
cy arsenal,” she said. Gudwa-
ni expects a “dovish pause”
with RBI retaining a neutral
stance and possibly delivering
afinal 25bps cut in Oct.

Will RBI cut rates? Most
economists expect pause

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

CAUTIOUS
APPROACH

Mumbai: The country’s ol-
dest bad loan company, IPO-
bound Arcil (Asset Reconst-
ruction Company of  India) ,
gives an insight into the fu-
ture of  loan recovery for re-
tail loans in its offer docu-
ment filed with Sebi.

The company has said it
is setting up a digital plat-
form that will allow defaul-
ting retail borrowers to
submit settlement offers
and receive instant accep-
tance, eliminating the need
for manual intervention.
With a shrinking pool of
corporate NPAs, Arcil is pi-
voting towards technology-
driven retail loan recovery
as its promoters look to sell
a third of  the company
through an IPO.

The shift marks a strate-
gic overhaul for Arcil,
which was set up in 2002 to
clean up banks’ balance she-
ets by acquiring large stres-
sed corporate loans. Accor-
ding to its draft red herring
prospectus (DRHP), Arcil al-
so plans to pilot its recovery
infrastructure as a service
for banks managing over-
due retail loans. If  success-
ful, this could create a fee-ba-
sed revenue stream and re-
duce its dependence on ac-
quiring bad assets.

The company also now
sees greater opportunity in
retail and SME loans, where
defaults are rising. Retail lo-
an stress has grown from Rs
3.5 lakh crore in FY20 to ne-
arly Rs 6.9 lakh crore in
FY25, at a CAGR of  14.8%.

To tap this market, Arcil
is expanding its footprint in
semi-urban and rural areas,
where most of  the stress is
concentrated. It is in discus-
sions with small finance
banks and NBFC-MFIs to ac-
quire retail and SME loan
portfolios. At the same time,

it is deploying data analytics
and geo-tracking of  field
agents to improve recovery
efficiency, while offering QR
code-based and UPI pay-
ment solutions to defaulting
borrowers.

The company is not ex-
iting the corporate segment
entirely. It will continue to
target mid-sized stressed ac-
counts, particularly in com-
mercial real estate, where
resolution timelines are
shorter. However, its overall
corporate recovery pipeline
has thinned, with corporate
stress in banks and NBFCs
falling to Rs 6.5 lakh crore in
FY24, down from Rs 6.9 lakh
crore in FY22. Arcil has filed
draft papers for an IPO com-
prising a 100% offer for sale. 

IPO-bound Arcil
eyes retail loans as
corp NPAs dry up

Mayur.Shetty
@timesofindia.com

BAD LOAN CO

Mumbai: Layoffs in India’s
IT sector is bad news for con-
sumption. After IT giant TCS
announced cutting more
than 12,000 jobs, a spectre of
uncertainty looms over the
sector with industry body
Nasscom hinting at more lay-
offs — this could have a be-
aring on discretionary con-
sumption, squeezing de-
mand for apparel to and elec-
tronics, say experts, as
during periods of  downturn,
people tend to save more.

A slowdown in the tech
industry, which employs tho-
usands of  engineers every
year, many of  whom are mil-
lennials and Gen Zs who dri-
ve a significant share of  hou-
sehold spending. 

Company earnings show
that consumption growth in
India is uneven — it seems to
be on a gradual path to reco-
very after several sluggish
quarters, but it certainly isn’t

galloping with firms such as
Colgate-Palmolive calling
out “tough” operating condi-
tions in its Q1FY26 earnings.

Slow Hiring, Job Cut Hit
Economic sentiments and
job uncertainties in the IT
sector can have a “casca-
ding” effect on consumption,
Joy Alukkas, CMD at Joya-
lukkas Group told TOI, ad-
ding that “sustained con-
sumption growth will de-
pend on economic stability
and job security”. Alukkas,
however, expects the impact

on jewellery segment to be
somewhat limited given the
emotional and investment
value Indians attach to gold.
Even at a slower rate of  hi-
ring growth, IT added some
120,000 jobs in the previous fi-
scal, said Nitin Bhatt, tech-
nology sector leader at EY In-
dia. The FY26 hiring outlook
remains bleak, Bhatt said.

Not Out Of The Woods Yet
Low inflation, reduced inter-
est rates and tax breaks
(which kicked in from April)
had set the pitch for consump-

tion to take off  across the bo-
ard with companies hoping
that the benefits would soon
start to trickle in. Not everyo-
ne has seen the full benefit yet
and uncertainty in the job
market risks impeding any
potential macro gains.

Akhil Jain, CEO & MD at
fashion brand Madame said
that despite some tailwinds
from easing inflation and tax
reforms, the broader recove-
ry in full-price retail demand
remains patchy. “Job uncer-
tainty in sectors like IT does
impact consumption, parti-
cularly in categories like fas-
hion,” said Jain. 

Sunil Agarwal, chairman
at RSH Global, which makes
personal care brand Joy, said
that the company is seeing
signs of  cautious spending.
“The IT layoff  trend has crea-
ted some unease in consumer
sentiment,” Agarwal said, ad-
ding that the festive season sa-
les will be the real indicator of
the impact on demand.

Tech me not: Consumption cos wary
of IT pain hurting fragile recovery

Asmita.Dey@timesofindia.com
FROM CARS TO COMPUTERS

Q1 revenue growth 
Maruti Suzuki

Shoppers Stop

Nestle

HUL

Dabur

Colgate-Palmolive

8%

5.9%

5.8%

4%

-1.8%

-4.2%

Mass layoffs could 
have a bearing on 
discretionary spends, 
squeezing demand 
for apparel to fashion 
accessories and 
electronics, say experts, 
as people tend to save 
more during downturns

Bengaluru: HCLTech chief
C Vijayakumar has emerged
as the highest-paid Indian IT
CEO, crossing the $10-million
mark. Vijayakumar, who is
based in the US, earned Rs
94.6 crore FY25, which com-
prised a base pay of  Rs 15.8
crore, a performance-linked
bonus of  Rs 13.9 crore, long-
term RSUs worth Rs 56.9 cro-
re, and a bonus of  Rs 1.7 crore.

Vijayakumar’s peers in-
clude TCS CEO K. Krithiva-
san, who earned Rs 26.5 crore
for FY25, marking a 4.6% in-
crease from the previous ye-
ar. Infosys CEO Salil Parekh

received a 22% hike, taking
his total compensation to Rs
80.6 crore.

According to the firm’s
annual report, Vijayakumar
received a salary increase of
7.9% compared to the pre-
vious year. However, the av-
erage salary hike for emplo-
yees excluding managerial
personnel in the previous fi-
scal was 3.1%. Vijayaku-

mar’s salary was 662.5 times
the median remuneration of
employees in FY25.

According to HCLTech’s
annual report, the board app-
roved an over 71% hike in his
remuneration, raising it to
$18.6 million (around Rs 154
crore) for the current FY. The
increase in the median remu-
neration of  employees du-
ring the fiscal was 17.6%.

`̀95cr: HCLTech’s Vijayakumar
is highest-paid Indian IT CEO

Board Approves 71% Hike To `154Cr This FY

C Vijayakumar 
HCL Tech

Mohit Joshi
Tech Mahindra

K Krithivasan 
TCS

Highest-paid Indian IT CEOs  
(FY25 pay in ` crore)

Salil Parekh 
Infosys

Srinivas Pallia 
Wipro

`94.6cr
`80.6cr

`53.9cr `53.6cr
`26.5cr

7.9% Raise For
Chief | Co’s Avg
For FY25 At 3.1%

Veena.Mani
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Punjab National
Bank the lead-banker for
IL&FS Tamil Nadu Power
Company (ITPCL) has upgra-
ded its loan accounts from
non-performing asset (NPA)
to standard on July 29 — a mo-
ve that will enable the lenders
to recover nearly Rs 6,000 cro-
re of  written off  loans.

ITPCL, a subsidiary of
IL&FS Energy, operates a
1,200MW coal-fired thermal
power plant in Cuddalore. Of
the Rs 9,587-crore debt as of
March 2023, 65% was reclassi-
fied as sustainable under a
restructuring package, with
repayments extended till
FY38. The rest, deemed unsus-
tainable, carries a nominal in-
terest of  0.001% and will be re-
tired through lump-sum pay-
ments in FY39 and FY40. The
upgrade affirms progress in
the IL&FS group’s recovery,.

No longer NPA:
PNB upgrades
IL&FS TN plant

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: India’s
semiconductor market is
expected to more than double
to$100-110 billion by 2030
according to industry estimates,
an official statement said on
Sunday. The semiconductor
market was about $45-50 billion
in 2024-2025 against $38 billion in
2023, the statement said, citing
industry estimates. AGENCIES

‘Semicon mkt may
grow over 2X by 2030’

figure it out

Source: Axios

$2,400
in additional costs per year is 
the estimated impact of tariffs 
for US households. 

What Is An Arbitrage Fund?
An arbitrage fund generates returns based on the price differential in 
the cash and futures market. The fund manager simultaneously buys 
a company in the cash market and sells an equivalent quantity in the 
futures segment thereby generating a return for the scheme. There is 
no naked exposure to any individual security or an index as each ‘buy’ 
transaction in the cash market has a corresponding sell transaction in 
the futures market. As per requirements, at least 65% of the corpus of 
the scheme is allocated to arbitrage products, while the fund manager 
is free to allocate the balance 35% between arbitrage or debt products, 
depending on his view on the market.

Why Are Investors Putting Large Chunks  
Of Money Into Arbitrage Funds?
There are investors who want to park money for a short period of time 
which is 3-6 months, either waiting for a correction in stocks or looking 
to earn more than a savings bank account. This, along with the tax 
benefits, where these funds are treated as equity funds for taxation, 
has attracted HNIs, family offices and even retail investors. Investors 
holding such schemes for less than a year pay 20% capital gains tax, 
while if they sell after a year, they pay only 12.5% long-term capital 
gains tax. As compared with this, in a debt fund, investors have to pay 
tax in line with tax slabs which is 30% plus surcharge for rich.

Is There Any Risk For Investors In Such Funds?
Arbitrage funds rank high on safety. The scheme always has a market-
neutral position by buying in the cash market and simultaneously 

selling the same security in 
the futures market. 
Compared with debt funds, 
where there could be some 
credit risk, there is no such 
risk here. As indices clock 
all-time highs and more 
investors turn to the stock 
markets, there is increased 
participation from 
institutional and retail 
investors in the futures and 
options segment, leading 
to higher volatility and 
demand for money. That, in 
turn, pushes up returns in 
these schemes.

What Returns 
Have Arbitrage  
Funds Generated 
In A Year?
Over the last one year, 
data from Value Research 
showed arbitrage funds 
generated 6.55% returns. 
                   — PRASHANT MAHESH

Want To Park Money For 
Short Term? Consider 
Arbitrage Funds

IN THE 
CLASSROOM

TOI

Investors keen to 
allocate to equity, 

but uncomfortable 
with high valuations 
and eyeing a better 
entry point over the 
next 3-6 months, 
should consider 
arbitrage funds. The 
category manages 
assets worth `2.9L cr, 
up 36% over a year.

B

Leh:Nippon India MF is explo-
ring the launch of  simple, easy-
to-understand mutual fund
products for first-time inves-
tors in remote areas. 

At the launch
of  the fund hou-
se’s Leh branch —
the first physical
presence for any
asset manage-

ment company in Ladakh —
CEO Sundeep Sikka said
that though people in the re-
gion were earning well, they
invested in unregulated infor-
mal products due to limited fi-
nancial literacy.

The move aims to boost mu-
tual fund participation in a re-
gion that accounts for just over
0.1% of  India’s MF assets. It se-
es growth potential in Ladakh’s
rising income, expanding govt
jobs, and low MF-to-GDP ratio
(4% vs India’s 20%). The initia-
tive also aims to prevent mis-
selling by educating both inves-
tors and distributors.

“We have seen many govt
employees being hired, and in-
come from tourism will rise.
So, whatever is the per capita
income here today, I feel this re-
gion will grow faster than the
rest of  the country on the back
of  a low base,” said Sikka.

(The writer was in Leh at the
invitation of  Nippon India MF)

Nippon MF
plans simpler
schemes for

new investors
Dhananjay.Roy

@timesofindia.com
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– OSCAR WILDE

The salesman knows nothing of what he is selling
save that he is charging a great deal too much for it

CONTRAPUNTO

Commercial planes commonly have a cruising altitude of
36,000 feet. Loss of  temper at that height can set off  domino 
effects unimaginable on the road or in a train. This is what

flight crew have on their mind when they work to calm any passenger
who loses their wits. The incident on the IndiGo Mumbai-Kolkata
flight on Friday, where a passenger slapped another passenger, 
has to be understood in this context. What the SpiceJet crew suffered
at the Srinagar airport a week ago, on the other hand, alarmingly
underlines that not all passengers walk into planes in a civilised
frame of  mind in the first place.

With SpiceJet ground crew suffering a spinal fracture and injuries
to the jaw, an army officer has been 
charged with “murderous assault”. The

flashpoint was his cabin baggage 
exceeding the set weight limit. On
flights themselves, there are abun-
dant triggers. Someone leaning their
seat back into your knees, not getting

the meal of  your choice, someone’s 
baby being grumpy for loud, long 

stretches, being zen through it all ain’t easy.
But anything else could be, literally, deadly. One slap, retaliation,
others jumping into the fray, it could all go out of  control so easily.
And a planeful of  lives would be endangered. Air travel is stressful,
no doubt. But that’s no excuse at all for breaking the peace. 

In 2023, the number of  unruly passengers put on no-fly lists 
increased by 78% to 108. Again, this data has to be understood in the
context of  a very small minority of  passengers being able to cause
mass hurt. So, while many road rage cases go unreported, every air
rage case must be filed with police. Not just the ones that cause 
injuries or go viral. The other thought from all this is that tolerance
for lumpenism in some spaces, means it finally leaks everywhere.

Flying Into A Slap
When road rage becomes air rage, it’s a whole lot more

dangerous. Every incident must be dealt with firmly

If  there’s Bangladeshi migration, it’s the fault of  BJP’s
‘double-engine sarkar’ as they’ve been in office for a 
decade, Jorhat MP and opposition’s deputy leader in 
Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi tells Subodh Ghildiyal, as
he talks about being appointed head of  Assam Congress
and the ‘credibility of  the voters list’ in the state.

● Under BJP and Himanta, how has Assam fared?
Congress is seeing a fresh boost in popularity

among all sections of  Assamese society, especially youth,
poor and middle class. Because BJP has disappointed
many. But people want to know more about what 
Congress will do once it assumes office. 

They are fed up that ministers bag lucrative govt
contracts and schemes for their family. Congress is
mulling a law to ensure that no minister or MLA’s family
can snag a govt contract. Youth appreciate our focus on
higher education and skilling. And industries appreciate
that we’re thinking of  how to help value chains and
supply chains, help them grow bigger. Even journalists
are looking for a climate where they can ask questions
without fear of  retribution.

● Can your agenda of development/aspirations
offset deep polarisation?

That was trumped to a large extent in 2024
Lok Sabha polls when in Jorhat we could defeat
BJP’s communal politics and in Dhubri, AIUDF’s 
communal politics. Differences of  opinions and philo-
sophies will always exist, but they should not lead to
animosity and hate. 

People want to coexist with people of  other faiths
and beliefs, and that is the essence of  Congress’s 
philosophy. The kind of  Assamese society we had 
under my father Tarun Gogoi is what people want to
return to.

● Himanta blames Congress for minority migration from
Bangladesh.

People of  Assam are smarter than Himanta. They’re
aware BJP’s been at the Centre for 11 years, and in 
Assam for 10 years. BJP always makes claims about 
double-engine sarkar. So, if  such problems exist, then
BJP is only pointing to its own failures. 

People in Jharkhand saw a similar game being 

played when Himanta, as BJP’s campaign in-charge,
spoke about ‘ghuspetiya’. People gave a resounding
answer to Himanta and BJP there, and people of  Assam
will be even louder.

● How much has Congress’s national downturn post-2014
hurt it in the states?

Actually, the national climate after Rahul Gandhi’s
Bharat Jodo Yatra has totally changed. In 2024, in the
Northeast, Congress’s performances improved signifi-
cantly. We won a seat in Nagaland, two in Manipur, one
in Meghalaya, against BJP and allies. We did not win
in Shillong, but we ensured the BJP alliance
lost. In Assam, in
my own seat, we
won after 2009.
Congress’s resurgence
will start from the 
Northeast. 

BJP’s politics is not attuned
to Northeast’s sensitivities. Even
after 2.5 years, they’ve failed to

bring peace to Manipur. They
simply don’t have the foresight
to bring communities together.
They only know how to divide.
Manipur’s a glaring failure of

BJP politics.

● But defeats in Haryana and Maharashtra have
neutralised Congress’s gains of 2024.

Imprint of  Congress’s resurgence is evident in
Modi govt’s actions. They initiated a caste census that
was a movement led by INDIA bloc, spearheaded by 
Rahul. But the issue that emerged from Maharashtra
and continues to plague the country today is the credi-
bility of  the voters list. Congress is fighting against
this, whether in Maharashtra or Bihar, and even in 
Karnataka. We’re pressing upon a fundamental aspect
of  democracy – right to vote. Election Commission has
become a puppet. That’s scary for all, whether they 
are Congress supporters or not. That EC is no longer a
neutral body. 

As V-P’s resignation showed, if  a person in a 
constitutional post acts independently, he’s dismissed

in the most abrupt manner. In 2023, EC undertook 
delimitation in Assam based on Census 2001. It was a 
political exercise to help BJP win more seats in LS and
assembly polls.

● How is Congress mapping its revival?
Congress Working Committee has deemed 2025 as

‘the year of  the organisation’. Kharge and Rahul are
meeting grassroots leaders and DCC presidents across
states. Never before had DCC presidents got a chance to
exchange views with the leadership. There’s renewed

focus and vigour, response from 
workers is good.

● You’re leading Assam
Congress in 2026 assembly

polls. What’ll be your 
campaign?

I’ve to put the party
in a winning position,
develop a new vision
for the state, and work
with the people of  
Assam to end the poli-

tical climate based on
cartelisation, fear, hate

and intimidation. We’ve
identified many ethnic 

local communities who feel
unhappy. They were promised

greater autonomy and ST status
for new ethnic groups, which haven’t

been delivered. 
Clause 6 of  the Assam Accord, which is dear to 

mainstream political aspirations, remains confined
to paper. Ordinary people from different minority
communities are unable to live a life of  dignity. We
must ensure all sections, linguistic or religious, live
with dignity.

On the economic front, locals have been completely
sidelined. Only the business interests of  those in govt
are promoted. Therefore, there is huge wealth inequality
in the state and massive disappointment among 
local traders, artisans, entrepreneurs. We have to 
correct this. 

‘Congress will end polarisation & cartelisation in
Assam…GOP’s resurgence will start from the Northeast’

Can words be tasted on the tongue?
Can sounds be seen as coloured
shapes? Such questions are not

hypothetical, nor are they psychedelic
hallucinations.

They refer to a well-documented
neurological condition called 
synesthesia, in which the senses of
taste, and sight, and sound, synthesise
and intermingle to form a new sense or
senses, which are a combination of  two
separate anatomical perceptions. 

Medical science does not generally
deem synesthesia to be an aberration
needing treatment or corrective 
therapy, but describes it as a consistent
and spontaneous neural response to
external stimuli by which two senses
are simultaneously evoked. 

In the very rare case of  lexical-
gustatory synesthesia, sounds or words
can stimulate the sense of  taste, so that
the auditory is imbued with flavour, the
ear invokes the edible. 

The common form of  synesthesia is
chromesthesia, in which sounds 
assume colour and can be visualised in
chromatic arrangements of  shapes and
elaborate patterns. 

Far from being a disability, synesthesia
of  both kinds is often associated with
increased memory, creativity, and
linguistic skills. 

Was Marcel Proust an
undiagnosed synesthete,
who wrote his seven-volume,
4215-word, monumental
novel, Remembrance of
Things Past, considered
one of  the great landmarks
of  world literature, in-
spired by the recollected taste of  a made-
leine cake eaten in his childhood? 

None of  Proust’s several biographers
has made such a connection, but recorded
synesthetes include vastly different
musicians and composers, like Duke
Ellington, Franz Liszt, and Jean Sibelius;
writers and poets like Vladimir Nabokov
and Arthur Rimbaud; and painters such

perception? 
The Buddha is said to have attained

enlightenment while sitting beneath
the Bodhi tree, the fig-like fruit of  which
is rich in serotonin, a neurotransmitter
that can alter the way we feel and think.
Was the Buddha a synesthete?

Consciousness derives from the
messages that nerve cells called 
neurons pass to each other through
infinitesimally tiny points of  
communication known as synapses. 

There are estimated to be between
86bn and 100bn neurons in a human
brain. Each neuron can have hundreds
or thousands of  synapses, making for
an assumed total of  15tn conduits of
neuron messages. 

The minutest of  changes in this
infinitely complex neurological system
can lead to unimaginable differences in
the way that we perceive the world. 

It is this single thought of  the 
limitlessness that lies within us that
can provide all of  us with a sixth sense:
the sense of  wonder.

as Vincent Van Gogh. 
Such creative geniuses and many

others similar to them, whom inattentive
history has ignored or overlooked, 
have experienced the everyday 
commonplace world in ways that are
unique. They could see sounds as 

colours, taste the texture of  words. 
What Aldous Huxley called

The Doors of  Perception, the
title of  his 1954 book, in which
he narrates his experiences
under the influence of  
mescaline, are widened when
consciousness is enhanced,
by the use of  hallucinogens
as in Huxley’s case, or thro-

ugh mental disciplines like meditation,
or by naturally occurring neurological
conditions, such as synesthesia. 

Could some of  those singularly
enabled individuals whom we refer to as
mystics, or sages, or seers, people who
literally see the world differently from
us, be synesthetes, or be endowed with
any other alternative form of  sense

The Taste Of Words, The Colours Of Sound
Jug Suraiya

It is possible for a people to be self-sufficient. The Sentinelese in
the Andamans, for example. But such living is extremely 
limiting. That’s why all great nations have pursued trade, 

although not as a dogma in the modern way. Ancient Romans were
big traders. Millennia later, Mussolini declared Italy would manage
alone, only to concede as oil imports rose: “Let us not delude 
ourselves about autarky.” As he continues lighting tariff  fires well
into the first year of  his second term, Trump has not declared 
autarky or self-sufficiency as his economic goal, but his actions are
tending in that direction. He wants US to make everything from
chips to ships; buy little and sell a lot.

The problem with America’s protectionist turn is that it affects
the global order. When the largest economy, and market, raises 
barriers for sellers, the whole free trade edifice is at risk. India has
been especially stung by Trump’s tariffs. In a speech last week, Modi

flagged the resultant uncertainty
and urged Indians to buy swadeshi.
It does not signal India’s retreat 
into its pre-91 walled garden, but a
pragmatic pause. Globalisation
may pick up pace again when
Trump leaves office in Jan 2029, or 
as our top column today suggests, 
it may not as the world shifts “from

open to managed trade”. 
India will have to rethink strategy in that case. The ease of  

buying everything from computer chips to warplanes – Trump’s 
been pushing the F-35 at India – in the 21st century can lull nations
into a false sense of  security. But China and America’s recent 
actions are a wake-up call. India’s a laggard in manufacturing 
semiconductors and fighter planes – the air force is currently 
depleted – and needs to catch up in the field of  drones now. Then 
there are so many high-tech articles of  civilian use that we don’t 
make. Almost all specialised medical equipment is imported and
contributes to the high cost of  treatment.

So, setting up an industrial base to manufacture advanced 
equipment – along with a research base to develop them – should be a
national priority. If  low tariffs return, it will make India an export
powerhouse. If  they don’t, we won’t be vulnerable at least. In an 
essay he wrote in 1933, Keynes, who grew up believing in free trade,
said self-sufficiency may be a worthwhile luxury for countries 
that want it and can afford it. “Let goods be homespun whenever it is
reasonably and conveniently possible…” It’s good advice.

Make In India
High tariffs or not, self-sufficiency in critical 

areas must be a national imperative

The fat cats frowned that two Bihar babus, in a place they’d 
never heard of: Masaurhi in zilla Patna, found it legit to issue
an identity card to a dog, complete with parental details. So
dad was Kutta Babu and mom Kutiya Devi. The two black 
sheep who made the identity card a reality were packed off  by
Patna’s top dogs without so much as hearing their POV.

It was clear soon enough though that the two paper tigers didn’t believe in
treating man’s best friend like dogs, were in part annoyed to be sheep bleating
yes SIR, yes SIR, and it was just monkey business in a dog-eat-dog world of  
meaningless activity – telling locals where the sorry sods lived lest they forget
their way home. 

The shock and haww heaped on tch-tch Bihar and extended to all things 
four-legged and bipedal was quite the circus. But no one asked why it was such a
big deal. It wasn’t the fake Aadhaar surely, for that is, eyeroll, so yesterday.

So, what if  dogs really could get i-cards? Pets have to be registered
anyways. So, think. It is neither illegal nor unethical to issue a 
residence certificate to a dog. Show me a law that says dogs cannot
claim residency. Why can a dog or cat or crocodile or peacock not 
claim residency? A livestock census is kosher, so why go delulu 

over doggo ids? 
We all wear dog collars. So, dog bites man is news – far from times when only

man bites dog was news, and strays weren’t pariahs. That shampooed ribboned
superfood-chomping bozo is now globe-trotting, its indie country cousin 
outside the gate is the ‘mad outsider’. Even though it’s the stray that guards 
the streets, where it would scare the twilight out of  bipedal snakes in the grass
stalking those trudging the last mile home. Appalling city upkeep triggers road
rage – in bipedals. 

Loan sharks and vulture capitalists, white elephants and weasels, tiger
moms and lame ducks, lambs to the slaughter: everyone gets an id, but not a
dog. It was but a lark – the id was cancelled within two minutes of  being 
produced – but the silliness was taken so seriously. But that isn’t the elephant in
the room, is it?

Dog Babu asks

Nandita.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

After pets get registered, why can’t 
they claim residency too?

Thursday onwards, nearly all Indian
exports to US will face a 25% tariff  on
top of  standard US duties, plus an 
additional penalty. As such, India now
faces one of  the highest US tariff  rates
among Asian exporters, second only to

China (30%), and far above Vietnam (20%), Bangladesh
(18%), Indonesia (19%), and Japan and S Korea (15%
each).

With US our largest market – accoun-
ting for $86.5bn, or 20% of  India’s goods
exports last fiscal – the impact is severe. If
these high tariffs stay in place, India’s 
exports to US could fall by 30% to $60.6bn
in the current financial year. Labour-
intensive sectors will be hit the hardest as
shrimp exports ($2bn) now face a 25% 
duty, garments and home textiles ($8.4bn)
are taxed at 34-39%, and jewellery ($10bn)
at 27.1%. Duties on metal exports ($4.7bn)
can go up to 51.7%, while engineering 
goods like machinery and auto parts
($9.3bn) face over 26%. Petroleum, pharma
and smartphones are currently exempt
but could be targeted later.

Increasing exports to other countries
to reduce losses won’t be easy as the world
is shifting from open to managed trade,
driven by politics, security, and environ-
mental rules. For example, EU, which 
bought $75.7bn worth of  Indian goods,
will impose a carbon tax in Jan, hurting
steel and aluminium exports. These are
already down 24.4% this year due to new reporting 
requirements. Indian farm products will soon face taxes
under EU’s deforestation law, and similar measures
will likely apply to most agricultural and industrial 
goods. As US and EU tighten access to their markets,
more countries may follow.

With global markets becoming harder to access, 
India’s current export basket needs diversification. 
It’s time to stop overvaluing trade policy and start 
prioritising product strength. China’s export boom in
the 1990s happened not because of  trade deals, but 
because it offered the right product at the right price

across traditional and modern sectors. 
We can start by modernising traditional sectors and

parallely work on high-tech sectors. For example, many
handicrafts have outdated designs and century-old 
production methods, even as global tastes evolve. In 
apparel, we miss out on 70% of  the world market – winter-
wear, fashionwear and sportswear – mainly because we
make it difficult to import the input materials. 

Rising input and production costs have made deep
manufacturing unviable in many sectors, so we remain
stuck in low-value activities like assembling imported

components. At the same time, policy choices that 
protect a few large players in textiles, chemicals and
steel hurt thousands of  MSMEs and hold back entire 
industries from reaching their full potential.

While we look back at the 1990s as a turning point
where India opened up its economy, we often ignore
what China was doing then – securing lithium and 
cobalt mines in Chile and Congo, and investing heavily
in future industries – solar, electric vehicles, electro-
nics, toys, pharmaceuticals, apparel, machinery and
chemicals. India, by contrast, did little and is paying the
price for that inaction. 

India must change course: invest in future-ready
sectors, remove barriers to input access, unleash MSMEs
by reducing GST burden, and put product design and
development at the heart of  its export strategy. Here 
are three suggestions for quick results on exports and
forex earnings.

● First, bring back the interest equalisation scheme,
which was discontinued last year despite costing just
`̀2,500cr annually. It offered up to 5% interest relief  on
loans for export orders, helping MSMEs especially get
cheaper, globally competitive finance. Reviving it with

a higher annual budget of  `̀15,000cr and 
a five-year commitment – not just short-
term renewals – will cut production costs
and give exports an immediate boost.

● Second, implement the UK FTA and
fast-track talks with EU and other 
partners, keeping expectations realistic.
These deals are unlikely to boost exports
significantly, as average tariffs in these
markets are already low – around 3-4% – and
over half  of  Indian goods already enter
duty-free. Further tariff  cuts may offer
only modest gains. Past FTAs show that
imports from partner countries tend to 
rise much faster than exports, which will
likely continue. 

● Third, India must act to unlock the
full potential of  its tourism sector – an
area where gains could far outweigh los-
ses from declining exports to US. In 2023, 
India earned just $17bn from foreign 
tourists, as against Spain ($92bn), Dubai
($31bn) and Amsterdam ($31bn). This gap
exists not for lack of  heritage or attrac-

tions, but because of  preventable issues: high hotel taxes,
harassment of  foreign women near tourist sites, and
taxi unions exploiting visitors under political protection.
India must overhaul the tourist experience – lower costs,
ensure safety, and make the country more welcoming.
If  we fix this, tourism could become one of  India’s most
significant growth and job creation engines.

It’s time for an honest conversation. A good start 
would be to list our self-inflicted wounds, and fix them.
By doing this we can boost not just exports, but also jobs
and growth across the economy.

The writer is an expert on trade & tech issues

Ajay Srivastava

How To Tackle Trump Tariffs
High US import duty will hurt, but there’s much India can do to mitigate the impact. Diversifying the
products basket, making small producers nimble & smartly promoting tourism will all go a long way
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Calvin and Hobbes

Calvin & Hobbes
I see trees 
of green
Red roses too
I see them bloom
For me and you
And I think 
to myself
What a wonderful
world.

Sacredspace

Louis Armstrong
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VACCINES DELIVERED 
VIA DENTAL FLOSS

Scientists in the US have 
demonstrated a technique 

in animal models that uses 
ordinary dental floss to 
introduce vaccines through 
tissue between the teeth 
and gums. The experiment 
involved inoculating lab 
mice against influenza by 
cleaning their teeth with 
floss covered with inactive 
viruses. Experts who carried 
out the experiment said the 
method works by targeting 
the moist inner surfaces of 
the mouth, where the body’s 
immune system can quickly 
spot and fight off invading 
germs. “Mucosal immunity 
is important because most 
pathogens enter through 
mucosal routes,” study author 
Rohan Ingrole, a chemical 
engineer at Texas Tech 
University, said. LIVESCIENCE

NEW PLASTIC THAT 
DISSOLVES IN DEEP SEA

Japanese scientists have 
developed an eco-friendly 

plastic called LAHB that 
degrades in the depths of 
oceans, unlike standard 
plastics that can survive in 
such conditions for hundreds 
of years. In April, the National 
Geographic had cited a study 
that found an ordinary plastic 
bag 36,000 feet below in the 
Mariana Trench, the deepest 
point in the world’s oceans. 
But the plastic developed 
by experts from Shinshu 
University lost over 80% of 
its mass after 13 months. The 
scientists relied on deep-sea 
microbes to break down the 
material. SCIENCE DAILY

Breakthroughs  
From Around  
The World

Astronomers have discovered L 98-59 f, a planet in the 
habitable zone of a nearby red dwarf star, 35 light years 
away. With Earth-like energy levels and potential for liquid 
water, it’s a promising candidate for life-detection studies

    F THE  
TIMES

Located in the basalt-rich Deccan Plateau of 
Maharashtra, Lonar Lake is a unique geological 
structure not formed by volcanic activity or 
tectonic movement. What specific and rare natural 
event is responsible for the lake’s origin? Send 
answers to scienceofthetimes@timesofindia.com

QUICK 
QUIZ

CLOSE WATCH

98 Years Ago, ‘AI’ 
Made Its Film 
Debut

Vijay.Anand 
@timesofindia.com   

T
hree decades before 
computer scientist 
John McCarthy 
coined the term 

“artificial intelligence”, the 
world was introduced to AI 
— or the idea of  it, at least.

Austro-German director 
Fritz Lang’s seminal 1927 si-
lent film, Metropolis,  based on 
a screenplay and novel written 
by his wife, Thea von 
Harbou, featured a 
h u m a n o i d  r o b o t 
called Maria, which 
marked the first cin-
ematic portrayal of  a 
machine with hu-
man-like intelligence 
and autonomy and 
laid the groundwork 
for future representa-
tions of  AI on film.

Metropolis heavily 
influenced Stanley 
Kubrick’s 1968 phe-
nomenon, 2001: A 
Space Odyssey, which was ar-
guably the first look at a sen-
tient machine for millions of  
moviegoers worldwide.

Metropolis’s underlying 
themes — a dystopian society 
and the increasing reliance of  
humanity on technology — 
had an immeasurable impact 
on the science fiction genre.

The Plot: Metropolis tells 
a simple tale. In a towering 

city of  the future, the rich live 
in luxury high above ground, 
while workers toil in its op-
pressive depths. Freder, son of  
the city’s powerful ruler, finds 
this hidden world and is shak-
en by the suffering he sees.

There, he meets Maria, a 
kind and courageous woman 
who gives the workers hope 
and urges them to seek change 
through peace. Moved, Freder 
joins their cause,   turning 
against his own father.

Fearing revolu-
tion, his father turns 
to an inventor who 
creates a lifelike robot 
that exactly resembles 
Maria.

Robot Maria’s por-
trayal is equal parts 
iconic and unsettling. 
Programmed to de-
stroy trust in the real 
Maria, the robot se-
duces, manipulates, 
and incites rebellion. 
Her fiery speeches 
push the workers — 

unaware they are following a 
machine and not the woman 
they revere — into a violent 
uprising. 

Cold, cunning, and eerily 
human, robot Maria is a sym-
bol of  deception and the dark 
potential of  technology when 
stripped of  morality: a precur-
sor to HAL 9000 from Ku-
brick’s 2001... or the epony-
mous Terminator.

Question on July 28: At C-DAC 
in Pune, 20 engineers worked 
without pay for six months in 
the late 1980s to deliver  
India’s PARAM supercomput-
er, in 1991. Which country got 
the first exported PARAM?
Answer: Russia (then part of 
the Soviet Union) took delivery 
of PARAM 8000 in 1991

LAST WEEK’S QUICK QUIZ
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Ardhra.Nair@timesofindia.com   

F
or years, some diseas-
es have resisted easy 
answers, including 
autoimmune condi-

tions where the body attacks 
itself, and neurodegenera-
tive disorders that destroy 
memory, hearing, movement 
and even sight. Together, 
these illnesses affect mil-
lions of  people.

The body does release 
warnings for such condi-
tions, but those first whispers 
of  trouble have remained 
largely unheard, undetected 
or even poorly understood. 
Until now.  

Scientists from Indian In-
stitute of  Science Education 
and Research (IISER), Pune, 
have uncovered enough clues 
to believe some of  the strong-
est warnings may be coming 
from a group of  molecules 
long ignored: fats.

Also known as 
lipids, fats have 
never enjoyed 
good PR. They 
are blamed for 
clogged arteries, 
bad cholesterol 
and weight gain. 
But biochemist 
Siddhesh Kamat, 
who runs the 
IISER lab, said 
fats may be among the body’s 
most subtle communicators 
— and among its most vital 
defenders.

“There’s an entire class of  
fats that don’t store energy or 
make up cell membranes,” he 
told TOI. “They send hor-
mone-like signals, and it 
has been just a few years 
since we’ve begun to un-
derstand how they really 
work.”

These “signalling li-
pids” are rare and elusive. 
They exist in the body in 
minuscule quantities, dis-
solve poorly in water and 
vanish easily in lab set-
tings. Many scientists 
didn’t even know they ex-
isted until 20 years ago. 

Today, though, research-
ers like Kamat and his team 
are tracking them in the 
brain, through the immune 
system, and even inside or-
gans, to answer some funda-
mental questions: When are 
these lipids made? What do 
they actually do in the body? 
And what happens when 
they’re troubled? The IISER 
team focused on one class in 

particular — Lysophosphati-
dylserine, or LysoPS. It was 
barely a topic when Kamat 
started up his lab in 2016, but 
LysoPS was showing associa-
tions to autoimmune and neu-
rological disorders. 

“We saw patients had dif-
ferent levels of  LysoPS than 
healthy individuals,” Kamat 
said. “Problem was nobody 
really knew how to measure 
them accurately.” That be-

came the IISER lab’s first big 
challenge. Unlike proteins or 
DNA, lipids are extremely 
hard to isolate. 

It took Kamat and team 
two years to develop a method 
to detect LysoPS in blood and 
tissue. “We probably failed 
90% of  the time,” Kamat said. 
“And we needed expensive 
mass spectrometers, hard to 
come by in most Indian labs.” 

Then there was the mole-

cule itself. Labs can procure 
molecules to work with, but 
LysoPS was rare in the mar-
ket too. Only one US firm sold 
it, at an exorbitant price. 

So, the IISER lab took on 
another Herculean task: syn-
thesizing the molecule from 
scratch. 

“After that, we could intro-
duce it into animal models, 
into cell cultures, into their 
brains,” Kamat said. What 

they found was astonishing. 
LysoPS was like a “biological 
flare gun”. When tissues were 
injured, it helped summon 
immune cells to the site of  
damage. It regulated inflam-
mation, and then — critically 
— it helped shut it off. Too 
little LysoPS, and the im-
mune system didn’t react to 
threats. Too much, the body 
spiralled into chronic inflam-
mation. “They have to be at 
optimum levels,” Kamat said.

One disorder caught the 
IISER lab’s attention: a  
genetic condition called 
PHARC (polyneuropathy, 
hearing loss, ataxia, retinitis 
pigmentosa, and cataract). 
Those with PHARC often get 
symptoms in early adult-
hood, from cataract, hearing 
loss and in severe cases brain 
shrinking. 

“We know of  at least six 
families in India that harbour 
this disease. There is current-
ly no cure,” Kamat added.

His team found that muta-
tions in an enzyme, which 
breaks down LysoPS, were 
leading to dangerously high 
lipid levels in the brain. 

“Immune cells in the 
brain, called microglia, went 
into overdrive to regulate the 
levels,” he explained. “They 
started attacking neurons, 
just chewing them up.”

After this finding, the lab 
worked on mouse models of  
PHARC to test new therapies. 
One is to block the receptor 
that LysoPS binds to, another 
attempts to slow the enzyme 
that makes the lipid in the 
first place. 

Both approaches are still 
experimental but promising, 
Kamat said.

His team is also working 
on a test to detect abnormal 
LysoPS levels in blood and 
cerebrospinal fluid, with 
hopes to catch the disease 
early — before it can cause 
irreversible brain damage.

Another breakthrough 
emerged in allergy research. 
The IISER lab showed 
LysoPS’ key role in release of  
histamines from mast cells 
— the culprits behind allergic 
reactions. 

“If  we can regulate lipid 
release instead of  suppress-
ing the full immune response, 
as is the case now in most al-
lergy drugs, we can make al-
lergy treatments more pre-
cise — antihistamines that 
don’t make you drowsy,” Ka-
mat said.

Scientists Study ‘Biological Flare Gun’ To Unlock Cures For Autoimmune Disorders

We can treat neurodegenerative 
and autoimmune diseases if we 
find a way to regulate lipids in 
the immune system. We can also 
treat metabolic disorders  
— Siddhesh Kamat | BIOCHEMIST, 
IISER, PUNE

1 in 10 
people worldwide 
is estimated to 
have an autoim-
mune condition.  
And 1 in 3 may  
be living with  
neurological  
troubles, research 
has shown

Aditya Waikul

Ram

Body’s Hidden Alarms: 
How Fats Could Warn 
Us Of Serious Illnesses

KEY ROLE OF LIPIDS
 Lipid metabolism disorders are 

a category of health issues

 Lipids are fats or fat-like  
substances, including oils and 
even cholesterol

 When the body has a lipid  
metabolism disorder, it indicates 
you may not have enzymes to 
process lipids or fats. It also 
suggests enzymes are unable to 
convert the fats into energy

 It’s crucial to prepare  
diagnostic methods to  
measure and assess lipids in the 

system

 Harmful lipid build-up can 
damage cells across the body, 
including in the brain, liver and 
even in bone marrow
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Hyderabad: Rs 60 crore in
pensions sent to the dead. Te-
langana’s Cheyutha scheme
is under scrutiny after offi-
cials discovered monthly
pensions of  Rs 2,016 to Rs 4,016
continued to be credited into
bank accounts of  28,000 de-
ceased pensioners for over a
year. They are now scram-
bling to recover the money.

Officials said families of
the deceased failed to report
deaths, allowing money to be
withdrawn — in some cases
using the pensioner’s debit
card. “Field inspections, sur-
veys, and data from the
CDMA’s NIC web portal
helped us uncover the truth,”
said D Divya, chief  executive
of  Society for Elimination of
Rural Poverty (SERP). “In
many cases, families migrat-
ed to other states. Some were
deserted women with no sup-
port system.”

The Cheyutha-Social Se-
curity Pension Scheme sup-
ports over 43 lakh beneficiar-
ies, including the elderly, dis-
abled, widows, beedi work-
ers, weavers, dialysis and
HIV patients, toddy tappers,
and single women. Monthly
pensions are Rs 4,016 for the
disabled and Rs 2,016 for all
other categories. Govt spends
Rs 12,000 crore annually on
the programme — earlier

known as Aasara.
“We deleted all 28,000 de-

ceased pensioners from the
list and added eligible spous-
es in some cases,” SERP di-
rector Ch Gopal said. “We can
recover funds from dormant
accounts, but if  withdrawn,
recovery becomes difficult.
We’re exploring all options.”

In 2019, a similar audit had
uncovered 40,000 unreported
deaths under the Aasara

scheme. “There could be
more such cases. Surveys for
identifying deceased pen-
sioners, dormant accounts,
and permanently migrated
families will be ongoing,” a
senior official said.

To plug leakages, govt is
replacing outdated 2G-based
fingerprint devices with Aad-
haar-based face recognition
software (FRS). “Biometric
authentication has been in
use for 10 years, but UIDAI’s
new directive requires up-
grades. FRS ensures pen-
sions reach rightful benefici-
aries on time,” Divya said.

Govt has allocated Rs 15.5
crore for 5G-enabled L1 fin-
gerprint devices and mobile
phones. Developed by TG On-
line, the new system reduces
dependency on gram pan-
chayat secretaries and mu-
nicipal bill collectors for au-
thentication and boosts
transparency, traceability,
and governance.

Cash Kept Flowing As Families Failed To Report Deaths, Say Officials

Telangana scrambles to recover
money paid to dead pensioners

The Cheyutha-Social Security Pension Scheme supports over 43 lakh
beneficiaries, including the elderly, disabled, widows, beedi workers,
weavers, dialysis and HIV patients, toddy tappers, and single women
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Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar: An elevator carrying 

Maratha reser-
vation activist
Manoj Ja-
range and a
group of  his
supporters
crashed from

the first floor of  a multi-storey
private hospital in Maharash-
tra’s Beed district Sunday. 

No one was injured. 
Those inside the elevator

were rescued after they
pressed the emergency but-
ton. Manoj Jarange was visit-
ing the private hospital as part
of  his Beed tour. 

Footage from CCTV cam-
eras inside the lift shows
around half  a dozen people, in-
cluding Jarange, when the ele-
vator suddenly collapsed. TNN

Lift carrying
Jarange crashes
in Beed hospital

Nashik: Yashraj Gangurde,
a 16-year-old student, was al-
legedly kicked and punched
to death by two of  his class-
mates during a scuffle out-
side their private tutorial at
Satpur in Nashik in Maha-
rashtra at around 6pm on
Saturday. The incident oc-
curred a few days after the
students had argued over the
rearrangement of  benches
in their class.

Satpur police registered
a case under Sections 103(1)
(punishment for murder),
352 (intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of
trust), and 3(5) (criminal act
by several persons with com-
mon intention) of  the BNS.

Ranjit Nalavade, senior
inspector of  the Satpur po-
lice, said: “We detained the
two minors on the charge of
murder and will produce
them before a juvenile justice
board. The two did not use
any weapon in the assault.
Yashraj Gangurde died of
grievous internal injuries.”

Police said Gangurde
was at the garden near his tu-

torial in the Ashok Nagar ar-
ea, where he encountered
the two classmates, leading
to a scuffle over their previ-
ous argument.

The two also quarrelled
with him on Friday over the
issue of  pushing benches.
On Saturday, the two boys
left after thrashing Yashraj,
police said. Later, another
student from the private tu-
torial found Yashraj Gan-
gurde lying motionless near
the garden and alerted the
tutorial employees. 

They took him to a near-
by hospital and later to Nash-
ik Civil Hospital, where doc-
tors declared him dead.

Yashraj Gangurde is sur-
vived by his mother and an
21-year-old elder brother,
who operates a school van.

16-yr-old kicked, punched to
death by classmates in Maha

Santosh.Sonawane1
@timesofindia.com

The two boys also
quarrelled with
Yashraj on Friday
over the issue of
pushing benches.
On Saturday, the
boys left after
thrashing Yashraj,
police said
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MOST OF US HAVE FAR MORE
COURAGE THAN WE EVER
DREAMED WE POSSESSED

— DALE CARNEGIE

LILO SAYS IT’S FRUSTRATING BEING PIGEONHOLED IN INDUSTRY BY
PAST ROLES, LIMITING HER MOVIE CHOICES: ‘GIVE ME A CHANCE’

IN A NEW BOOK, HARRY DENIES CLAIMS HE PUNCHED PRINCE
ANDREW OVER COMMENTS ABOUT HIS WIFE MEGHAN MARKLE

Russia is escalating its ef-
forts to curtail online
freedom, taking new

steps toward a draconian sta-
te-controlled internet.

The authorities are crack-
ing down on workarounds
that Russians have been using
for access to foreign apps and
banned content, including
through new laws signed by
President Vladimir Putin this
week. Moscow has also been
impeding the function of  ser-
vices from US tech compani-
es, like YouTube, that Russi-
ans have used for years.

At the same time, the Krem-
lin is building out a domestic

Anton Gorelkin, deputy he-
ad of  the IT committee in Russi-
a’s lower house of  parliament,
said last month that WhatsApp
should “prepare to leave the
Russian market.” Gorelkin also
called Telegram “an entity that
worries the state.” “I am very
afraid that other methods of
communication are going to be
blocked,” said Mikhail Klima-
rev, head of  the Internet Protec-
tion Society, an exiled Russian
digital-rights group. 

If  WhatsApp and Telegram
are blocked, Klimarev said,
Russians may still gain access
to them using virtual private
networks, or VPNs. Though
VPNs are not explicitly illegal,
Moscow is expanding an effort
to block them. As of  late last ye-
ar, Russian authorities had
blocked nearly 200 VPNs, Hu-
man Rights Watch . NYT

which didn’t always give in to
the Kremlin’s demands. But Pu-
tin’s full-scale invasion of  Uk-
raine in 2022 gave govt the opp-
ortunity to accelerate the plan.

Moscow banned Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter out-
right and took steps that caused
TikTok to disable functions in
Russia. Lawmakers passed dra-
conian laws stifling free expres-
sion in the streets and online.
Last year, after building out a vi-
deo-streaming service on VK,
Russia began throttling YouTu-
be, pushing users toward the
domestic alternative. Now,
with the introduction of  MAX,
authorities have signalled they
may take aim at foreign messa-
ging apps, in particular What-
sApp, which is owned by Meta
and counts nearly 100 million
monthly users in Russia. Tele-
gram could be a target as well.

have been restricted since the
dawn of  the internet, Russia
long boasted one of  the most
open and freewheeling envi-
ronments anywhere online.

The Kremlin began to see
that freedom as a threat, parti-
cularly after the rise of  the op-
position activist Aleksei Naval-
ny, who died in prison last year.
His exposes of  the Putin elite,
initially publicised in Live Jo-
urnal blog posts and later in po-
pular YouTube videos, gave
him millions of  followers onli-
ne and the power to mobilise
mass protests on the street.

Since the first decade of  Pu-
tin’s rule, Moscow had been ar-
ticulating a vision for what it
called a “sovereign” internet
that would sever Russia as
much as possible from the rest
of  the online world and strip po-
wer from foreign tech firms,

control,” said Anastasiia Kruo-
pe, a researcher at Human
Rights Watch who wrote a re-
cent report on declining Russi-
an internet freedoms. The
Kremlin wants to control not
only the information available
online but also where and how
internet traffic flows, Kruope
said, so the Russian internet
can function in isolation and be
switched on and off  at will.

Unlike China, where users

ecosystem of  easily monitored
and censored Russian alterna-
tives to Western tech products.
That includes a new state-sanc-
tioned messaging service,
MAX, which will come pre-in-
stalled by law on all new
smartphones sold in Russia
starting in September. The
idea, experts say, is to migrate
more Russians from an open in-
ternet dominated by the pro-
ducts of  Western tech giants to
a censored online ecosystem,
where Russians primarily use
software under the gaze and in-
fluence of  the state. The effort
has advanced significantly
amid wartime repression, but
it is unclear how far it will go. 

“The goal here is absolute

Putin escalates efforts towards state-controlled internet in Russia
Kremlin Is Building An Ecosystem Of Monitored,
Censored Alternatives To West’s Tech Products
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American Eagle Outfitters
Inc. defended its media

campaign featuring Sydney
Sweeney following criticism
that the ads have racist under-
tones. The spot “is and always
was about the jeans,” the com-
pany said in a post on Instagr-
am. American Eagle said it will
“continue to celebrate how

everyone
wears their AE
jeans with
confidence,
their way.”
The apparel
retailer laun-

ched an ad blitz last week with
the tagline “Sydney Sweeney
Has Great Jeans.” One of the
campaign’s videos plays on the
same-sounding word “genes”
as Sweeney zips up her jeans
and intones that “genes are
passed down from parents to
offspring often determining
traits like hair colour, personali-
ty and even eye colour.” “My
jeans are blue,” she adds, flas-
hing her blue eyes at the cam-
era. The video sparked a debate
online about whether the focus
on the genes of a white, blond

woman conjured up the racist
theory of eugenics.

New Zealand woman
arrested after travelling
with child in suitcase
A New Zealand woman was
arrested on Sunday after trave-
lling on a bus with a two-year-
old girl trapped in her luggage.
Detective inspector Simon
Harrison said the woman had
been charged with ill-treatment
and neglect of a child. Police
were called to a bus depot in
Kaiwaka after the bus driver
became concerned about a bag
moving during a scheduled
stop. “When the driver opened
the suitcase, they discovered
the two-year-old girl,” Harrison
said. “The girl appeared physi-
cally unharmed.” 

Aus towns blanketed with
rare snow in wild weather
Several towns in eastern
Australia were blanketed with
their thickest layer of snow in
decades as wild weather swept
the area, causing floods and
cutting power to thousands of
homes, authorities said. A cold
air front dropped as much as
40cm of snow on parts of
northern New South Wales on
Saturday, the most since the
mid-1980s, said Miriam Brad-
bury, a meteorologist at Austra-
lia’s weather bureau.

DAILY PLANET

Demonstrators, including WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange (encircled),
hold a pro-Palestinian rally along the Sydney Harbour Bridge on Sunday

American Eagle to
critics over ad
controversy: It was
always about jeans

AFP

Beijing: When Tina Liu was
hired to teach literature in a
public elementary school in
southern China, her contract
included the usual warnings
about absenteeism and job
performance. Then came
another line: Travelling abro-
ad without the school’s per-
mission could get her fired.
The rule was reinforced in a
staff  group chat. “According
to regulations from higher-
ups, teachers need to streng-
then their disciplinary awa-
reness,” the message said.
“We will currently not permit
any overseas vacations.”

Across China, similar war-
nings are spreading as autho-
rities tighten control over sta-
te employees’ contacts with fo-
reigners. Some kindergarten
teachers, doctors and even
govt contractors and employe-
es of  state-owned enterprises
have been ordered to hand in
their passports. Some cities
make retirees wait two years
to reclaim their passports. In
many cities, travel overseas by
public employees, even for
personal reasons, requires
approval. Business trips abro-
ad for “ordinary research, ex-
change and study” have been
banned. And in most provin-
ces, those who have studied
abroad are now disqualified
from certain positions.

Officials cite various rea-
sons, including protecting na-
tional security, fighting cor-
ruption and cutting costs. But

the scope of  the restrictions
has expanded rapidly, swee-
ping up employees who say
they have no access to sensiti-
ve information or govt funds.
The New York Times spoke to
seven public employees, inclu-
ding an elementary school mu-
sic teacher, a nurse and a lite-
rature professor, who confir-
med the restrictions.

The rules are part of  a push
by the central authorities to
impose greater so-called politi-
cal discipline and ideological
loyalty on govt workers. Two
of  the people the NYT spoke to
said they were also ordered to
disclose their personal social
media accounts to their emplo-
yers. Another person said she
had to notify her employer if
she left the city where she wor-
ked. Some local govts have
banned civil servants from ea-
ting out in groups of  more
than three, measures that ca-
me after several reports of  ex-
cessive drinking at official
banquets. But authorities are

especially vigilant about over-
seas contact. The Chinese govt
has long been wary of  the thre-
at of  espionage and what it se-
es as hostile foreign forces see-
king to sow discontent.

The curbs are also cree-
ping into hiring. For new gra-
duates hoping to join China’s
civil service, some of  the most
coveted positions are in the
programme known as “xuan-
diaosheng,” which loosely
translates as “selected stu-
dents.” Each province deter-
mines which schools it will re-
cruit from, and many, inclu-
ding Guangdong in the south,
used to include overseas uni-
versities. This year, Guang-
dong listed only Chinese uni-
versities. Liaoning province
went even further. Anyone
who had lived overseas for mo-
re than six months, and whose
“experience and political per-
formance abroad” were hard
to probe, was deemed ineligib-
le. Police departments have
imposed similar rules. NYT

No passports, no study abroad:
China limits public staff’s travel
Govt Employees Like Elementary Schoolteachers, Doctors Told
To Hand In Passports To Strengthen ‘Disciplinary Awareness’

Vivian Wang

The rules are part of a push by the central authorities to impose greater
so-called political discipline and ideological loyalty on govt workers
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Dhaka: The Bangladesh In-
ternational Crimes Tribunal
(ICT) on Sunday started trial
in cases of  “crimes against
humanity” against former
PM Sheikh Hasina, with the
attorney general calling for
maximum punishment for
the Awami League leader who
is being tried in absentia.

Hasina is being tried along
with former home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
and former police IG Chowd-
hury Abdullah Al-Mamun in
the cases, which include kil-
lings, murder and torture du-
ring the “July mass uprising”
that led to her ouster in Aug last
year. “We have taken an oath on

nishment under the law.”
ICT’s chief  prosecutor Mu-

hammad Tajul Islam claimed
in his opening statement that
Hasina was the central figure
in the alleged crimes against
humanity during the “July
mass uprising”. “As PM, leader
of  the Awami League, and head
of  the ruling 14-party alliance,
she held absolute power,” Tajul
said. “All major decisions were
taken by her. She was the nucle-
us of  the crimes committed du-
ring that period.” Tajul argued
that the crimes were aimed so-
lely at preserving Hasina’s grip
on power. “The other accused
were fully aware that their own
survival and rewards were con-
tingent on Hasina remaining
in control,” he said.

to India following her govt’s fall
in Aug last year — could be lik-
ened to the head of  an “associa-
tion of  autocrats”. 

“If  Goebbels wanted to stu-
dy lies or complete a PhD in fal-
sehood, Hasina could have be-
en his teacher,” he said, refer-
ring to Nazi party chief  propa-
gandist Paul Joseph Goebbels.
Describing the tribunal ses-
sion as a historic moment, he
said, “We are here today for jus-
tice. We seek the highest pu-

the blood of  Mugdho and Abu
Sayeed (both student leaders),”
attorney general Md Asaduz-
zaman said in the ICT before
the submission of  opening sta-
tement in the cases against the
three accused. “People want
justice — justice through the le-
gal framework—for the crimes
committed,” he said. Mugdho
was allegedly killed by security
forces in Dhaka and Sayeed in
Rangpur during the uprising.

He said Hasina — who fled

Tribunal begins hearing cases against Hasina
Sheikh Hasina is being tried in the
cases, which include killings, 
murder and torture, during the
‘July mass uprising’ that led to 
her ouster in Aug last year 

Ahsan Tasnim

Jerusalem: The family of
Evyatar David, an Israeli held
hostage in the Gaza Strip, saw
him for the first time in months
on Friday evening in a video
circulated by his Hamas cap-
tors. He was emaciated and sal-
low in what appeared to be an
underground tunnel.

The video prompted an out-
pouring of  fear and horror
among the families of  the do-
zens of  Israeli hostages still
held in Gaza nearly two years
after the Oct 7, 2023, attack on
Israel. “Our brothers are tur-
ning into skin and bones at this
very moment,” Einav Zangau-
ker, whose son Matan was one
of  about 250 people taken hos-
tage during the Hamas assault,
said at a rally Saturday. Her son
is believed to still be alive.

Over the past few days, Ha-
mas and its ally Islamic Jihad
have released three videos sho-
wing two hostages. The images
of  Rom Braslavski and Evya-
tar David have sparked strong
reactions among Israelis, fuel-
ling renewed calls to reach a
truce and hostage release deal
without delay. A statement
from Israeli PM Netanyahu’s
office late Saturday said he had
spoken with the families of  the
two hostages and “expressed
profound shock over the mate-
rials distributed by the terror

Chancellor Friedrich Merz sa-
id that Hamas must have no ro-
le in ruling the coastal strip on-
ce the war ends. The EU’s diplo-
mat, Kaja Kallas, also condem-
ned the videos as showing
Hamas’s “barbarity”.

Hamas’s spokesperson said
it is ready to deliver Red Cross
aid to the hostages in Gaza if  Is-
rael opens humanitarian cor-
ridors permanently and halts
“all forms of  air traffic” during
the delivery. AGENCIES 

grave. The videos make refere-
nces to the dire humanitarian
conditions in Gaza.

The EU, France and Germ-
any on Sunday condemned the
videos. French President Ma-
cron said the release showed
the Palestinian militant gro-
up’s “inhumanity without bo-
unds” and “abject cruelty”.
“The absolute priority for Fr-
ance is the immediate release
of  all the hostages,” he added
on X. Macron and German

organisations”. The PM “told
the families that the efforts to
return all our hostages are ong-
oing”, the statement added.

In the clips shared by the
Palestinian Islamist groups, 21-
year-old Braslavski, a German-
Israeli dual national, and 24-ye-
ar-old David both appear weak
and malnourished. There was
particular outrage in Israel ov-
er images of  David who appea-
red to be digging what he said
in the staged video was his own

France, Germany
Back End Of

Militant Group’s
Rule In Gaza 

Hamas’ Videos Of Emaciated
Hostages Horrify Israel, World

Six more people died of
starvation or malnutri-
tion in Gaza over the past

24 hours, its health ministry
said on Sunday as Israel said it
allowed a delivery of  fuel to the
enclave, in the throes of  a hu-
manitarian disaster after al-
most two years of  war. The
new deaths raised the toll of
those dying from what inter-
national humanitarian agen-
cies say may be an unfolding
famine to 175 including 93 kids,
the ministry said.

Meanwhile, hospitals in
Gaza said Israeli forces killed
at least 33 Palestinians seeking
food, and witnesses described
facing gunfire as hungry
crowds surged toward aid si-
tes. Witness Yousef  Abed desc-
ribed coming under indiscri-
minate fire. “I couldn’t stop
and help them because of  the
bullets,” he said. AGENCIES

6 more starve to
death in Gaza, 33
killed in air strikes

A screengrab from a video released by Hamas last week shows Israeli
hostage Evyatar David looking weak and malnourished. David, who
turned 24 in captivity, was abducted during the Hamas attack in 2023
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Washington: Indian-origin
Mathura Sridharan has been
appointed Ohio’s 12th Solicitor
General, the attorney general’s
office announced in a state-
ment on X. However, her appo-
intment faced backlash with
trolls questioning why a “non-
US citizen” was selected for the
position, with some even poin-
ting to her bindi, saying “This
one has a perma-dot, huh.”

In response to the announ-
cement made on X by Ohio AG
Dave Yost’s office, some of  the
online users criticised her ap-
pointment. One user said, “Co-
uldn’t find a citizen and native
of  the US for the job?” Another
user wrote, “Native Ohioans

blem is not with her or her ap-
pointment,” Yost posted on X.

“Mathura is brilliant… she
won her argument at SCOTUS
last year. Both the SGs she wor-
ked under recommended her. I
told her when I originally hired
her, I needed her to argue with
me. She does… All the time! Ex-
cited to promote her. She will
serve Ohio well,” he added.

Currently, Sridharan wor-
ks as deputy SG in Ohio’s office
of  the solicitor general. 

In 2018, she earned her Ju-
ris Doctor (JD) from New York
University School of  Law. She
has completed her Master’s in
Electrical Engineering and Co-
mputer Science from MIT. IANS

her online user commented,
“What’s the dot on her forehe-
ad?” Another user questioned
her appointment, saying, “No
Americans were available?”

In response to the trolls, AG
Yost defended Sridharan’s ap-
pointment and praised her le-
gal abilities, calling her “brilli-
ant.” He expressed confidence
that she will serve Ohio well
and mentioned that Sridharan
is a US citizen. “A few commen-
ters have asserted incorrectly
that Mathura is not American.
She is a United States citizen,
married to a US citizen, and the
child of  naturalised US citi-
zens. If  her name or her comp-
lexion bothers you, the pro-

can’t even get jobs with the sta-
te. Who is this foreigner? Did
Ohio run out of  Americans?”
Another social media user wr-
ote, “Nothing says ‘Ohioan’ li-
ke a dot right on the forehead,”
while another wrote: “This one
has a perma-dot, huh.” Anot-

PIO named Ohio’s new solicitor general
Mathura Sridharan Trolled For Her Bindi, Called A ‘Non-US Citizen’ 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE: Sridharan
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7-QUAKE HITS RUSSIA’S KAMCHATKA,
VOLCANO ERUPTS AFTER ‘600 YEARS’

AFP

Avolcano on Russia’s far eastern Kamchatka Peninsula erupted on
Sunday for what scientists said is the first time in hundreds of

years, days after a 8.8-magnitude earthquake. The Krasheninnikov
volcano sent ash 6km into the sky. The eruption was accompanied by a
7.0-earthquake and prompted a tsunami warning for three areas of
Kamchatka. The warning was later lifted. ‘This is the first historically
confirmed eruption of the Krasheninnikov volcano in 600 years,’ Olga
Girina, head of the Kamchatka Volcanic Eruption Response Team, said.
However, the Smithsonian Institution’s Global Volcanism Program, based
in the US, however, lists Krasheninnikov’s last eruption in 1550. AP

Reuters

An 80-year-old Agra-born
adventurer-cum-busi-
nessman, Arvinder ‘Ar-

vi’ Singh Bahal, lifted off  to
the edge of  space aboard Blue
Origin’s NS-34 mission
along with five other
crew members on Sun-
day. The suborbital
flight lifted off  from
West Texas at 6pm IST.

Bahal was part of
Blue Origin’s 14th hu-
man flight to suborbital space.
The flight, lasting 11 minutes,
carried a six-member crew to
the Kármán line — the inter-
nationally recognised boun-
dary that separates Earth’s at-
mosphere from space. Bahal
was accompanied by tech ent-
repreneur Justin Sun, Tur-
kish businessman Gokhan Er-

dem, Puerto Rican meteorolo-
gist Deborah Martorell, Bri-
tish teacher Lionel Pitchford
and venture capitalist JD Rus-
sell. Describing Bahal, Jeff
Bezos-owned Blue Origin wro-
te, “Arvi is a real estate inves-
tor born in Agra, India, and

now a naturalised US
citizen. A lifelong tra-
veller and adventurer,
Arvi has visited every
country in the world,
the North and South
poles, and skydived
Mount Everest and the

Pyramids of  Giza”. 
Bahal had joined the NDA

in 1962 but left due to a polo ac-
cident that caused him partial
hearing loss. Later, he worked
on a tea plantation in Darjee-
ling. By 1970, he ventured into
the garment manufacturing
business near Delhi. He later
migrated to the US.

Agra-born lifts off to edge of
space on Blue Origin flight

Arvinder Bahal

Surendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

New York: In a tragic incident,
four senior Indian-origin per-
sons were killed in a car crash
in West Virginia, authorities
said on Sunday. 

Kishore Divan, Asha Divan,
Shailesh Divan, and Gita Divan
were found dead following a ve-
hicle crash, Marshal county
sheriff  Mike Dougherty said in
a statement. The four individu-
als were reported missing from
Buffalo, New York. Their vehi-
cle was located on Aug 2 at app-
roximately 9.30pm off  a steep
embankment along a road in
Marshal county, West Virginia.
First responders were on the
scene for more than five hours.

Sibu Nair, director at office
of  New York state governor
Kathy Hochul, had posted an
‘Missing Persons – Please Help’
alert on Facebook, asking for
help to locate the four r indivi-
duals who had gone missing. PTI

4 Indian-origin
persons killed in
car crash in US

Two days after President
Donald Trump fired the
top labour official in

charge of  compiling statistics
on employment, Kevin Has-
sett, the director of  the White
House National Economic Co-
uncil, insisted on Sunday that
the administration was “abso-

lutely not” sho-
oting the mes-
senger on the
heels of  a poor
jobs report. But
Hassett repea-
tedly declined

to furnish detailed evidence
that would substantiate the
president’s claims that the data
had been rigged or manipula-
ted to hurt him politically.
Trump cited that justification
in his decision to fire Erika
McEntarfer, the commissioner
of  the Bureau of  Labour Statis-
tics(BLS), in a widely rebuked
move on Friday.

“The president wants his
own people there, so that when
we see the numbers, they’re
more transparent and more re-
liable,” Hassett told NBC’s “Me-
et the Press,” explaining at one
point that the president sought
to ensure jobs numbers could
be “trusted.” In a second appea-
rance, on “Fox News Sunday,”
Hassett claimed there were
“partisan patterns” in the job-
less data, and said that “data
can’t be propaganda.” Since
McEntarfer’s sudden dismis-
sal, economists across the poli-
tical spectrum have offered a
more worrisome assessment,
warning that Trump’s actions
threaten to pollute the non-par-
tisan work at BLS to measure
the trajectory of  economy. NYT

WH defends firing,
says Trump wants
labour bureau to

have reliable data

Dubai: A shipwreck off  Yemen
killed at least 27 migrants, with
more than 100 still missing, two
security sources in the southe-
rn province of  Abyan told AFP
on Sunday. “At this stage, the de-
aths of  27 people are confirmed,
their bodies have been recove-
red,” one security source said.
A second source said “150 peo-
ple were on board the vessel th-
at sank”, also reporting 27 dead.

Apolice source said “the bo-
at was heading for the coast of
(Abyan) province”, adding that
“smuggler boats regularly arri-
ve in our region”. Abyan pro-
vince’s security directorate sa-
id that security forces “are cur-
rently conducting a large ope-
ration to recover the bodies of  a
significant number of  Ethiopi-
an migrants who drowned off
the coast of  Abyan while at-
tempting to illegally enter Ye-
meni territory”. AFP

27 die, 100 missing
as a migrant boat
sinks off Yemen 

Israel’s far-right minister Itamar Ben Gvir publicly conducted on
Sunday a Jewish prayer on the Al-Aqsa compound in east Jerus-

alem — a highly contentious move that violates a long-held underst-
anding at the site. The Al-Aqsa compound is Islam’s third-holiest
site, and is also Judaism’s holiest place. Jewish religious rituals are
prohibited there by a long-standing agreement between Israel and
Jordan. Israeli PM Netanyahu said that “Israel’s policy of maintain-
ing the status quo on the Temple Mount will remain unchanged”. AFP

Israeli far-right minister prays at Al-Aqsa,
violates a long-held understanding
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ADEMOLA LOOKMAN REQUESTS TRANSFER 
FROM ATALANTA CITING POOR TREATMENT

OLY CHAMPION SYDNEY MCLAUGHLIN-LEVRONE
SECURES WORLD C’SHIPS BERTH AT US TRIALS

Holder powers WI 
to thrilling T20I win
Lauderhill: Jason Holder 
smashed a four on the final 
ball to give West Indies a dra-
matic two-wicket victory over 
Pakistan on Saturday, drawing 
the hosts level in their T20 in-
ternational series. On the 
same night he took four wick-
ets to reach a West Indies T20I 
record 81 for his career — 
breaking Dwayne Bravo’s old 
mark of  78 — Holder made 16 
not out and West Indies ended 
a horrid losing streak on the 
final ball of  the match.

Pakistan, who won Thurs-
day’s opener by 14 runs, will 
try to bounce back in the se-
ries-deciding match under the 
lights at Lauderhill, Florida.

West Indies, set 134 to win, 
were on the brink of  a sev-
enth consecutive T20 defeat 
after having been swept 5-0 
last month by visiting Aus-
tralia. Gudakesh Motie led 
West Indies with 28 runs but 
went down on the first ball of  
the 17th over, run out by Mo-
hammed Haris with the hosts 
on 96 for six.

Haris caught Keacy Carty 
for a duck three balls later but 
Holder swatted a six to end the 
18th over, West Indies still need-
ing 24 to win. Romario Shep-
herd smashed a six and a four 
off  Hasan Ali in the 19th over 
to leave West Indies on 126 for 
seven entering the final over.

Shaheen Shah Afridi al-

lowed Holder a run but then 
took Shepherd’s wicket lbw for 
15. Newcomer Shamar Joseph 
took a run next that pulled West 
Indies within six runs with 
three balls remaining.

Holder and Joseph each 
struck for singles and Afridi 
went wide to Holder, leaving 
West Indies three runs shy on 
the final delivery, setting the 
stage for Holder’s heroics.

Earlier, Pakistan won the 
toss and batted first, going 133 
for nine. Hasan Nawaz led 
Pakistan with 40 with four 
sixes and a four while captain 
Salman Agha made 38 with 
one six and three fours.
SCORES: Pakistan: 133/9 in 20 
overs (Salman Agha 38, Hasan 
Nawaz 40; Jason Holder 4-19, 
Gudakesh Motie 2-39) lost to 
West Indies 135/8 in 20 overs 
(Gudakesh Motie 28; 
Mohammad Nawaz 3-14, Saim 
Ayub 2-20). AGENCIES

JASON HOLDER

Norris holds off Piastri in tense finish
Leclerc 4th, Hamilton 
12th In Hungarian GP
Budapest: Lando Norris held off  his 
McLaren teammate Oscar Piastri in 
a tense finish to win the Hungarian 
Grand Prix on Sunday and boost his 
Formula 1 title chances heading into 
the mid-season break.

Norris clung on with worn tires as 
Piastri loomed behind him in the final 
laps. He celebrated with a double fist 
pump on top of  his car after claiming 
McLaren’s 200th F1 win by less than a 
second to cut Piastri’s standings lead 
to nine points from 16. “I’m dead. It 
was tough, it was tough,” Norris said. 
“The final stint, with Oscar catching, 
I was pushing flat out.”

It was a race shaped as much by 
smart strategy as gritty driving. 
Norris briefly dropped to fifth on the 
first lap but made his tires last to 
stop only once, while Piastri changed 
tires twice.

Piastri steadily cut into Norris’ 
lead in the latter stages of  the race 
but the British driver held on with 
old tires to take the win. Piastri 
nearly collided with his teammate 
when he locked up a wheel while try-

ing to pass on the second-to-last lap. 
Still, it was Norris who held on to 
have the last word in their title fight 
as F1 heads into a four-week break.

“Good racing. Good strategy. 
Good call,” was how Norris summed 
it up on the radio.

George Russell took third for Mer-
cedes after fighting his way past Fer-
rari’s Charles Leclerc in a contest 
that earned Leclerc a time penalty 
for nearly colliding with Russell 
while defending.

Defending champion Max Ver-

stappen was only ninth after being 
off  the pace all week. He stays third 
in the standings, but drops to 97 
points off  leader Piastri in another 
heavy blow to an already unlikely 
title defence.

Leclerc started on pole position 
with hopes of  landing Ferrari its first 
Grand Prix win of  the year, but ended 
up fourth after blaming the team for 
decisions he said left his car “undrive-
able.” “This is so incredibly frustrat-
ing. We’ve lost all competitiveness,” 
he told the team over the radio. AP

IOA for termination 
of interim committee

Sabi.Hussain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The three-member fact-
finding commission on the Boxing 
Federation of  India (BFI), has sub-
mitted its report to the Indian Olym-
pic Association (IOA). Citing viola-
tions of  the national sports code, 
2011, the IOA-appointed panel has 
recommended the immediate “ter-
mination” of  the interim committee 
endorsed by World Boxing.

The report declared that deci-
sions made by the Ajay Singh-led 
panel, since its establishment on 
Apr 7, 2025, are “null and void”. 
The BFI’s interim committee has 
scheduled the federation’s elec-
tions for Aug 21.

TOI has obtained a three-page 
letter by IOA president PT Usha, 
addressed to both World Boxing 
president Boris Van der Vorst and 
the sports ministry, where she 
stated that the national Olympic 

committee’s (NOC) inquiry com-
mittee identified the Mar 7 notifica-
tion issued by then BFI president 
Singh as “the central issue causing 
delays in the election process”.

Singh’s March notification had 
stated: “Bonafide and duly elected 
members during the election AGM 
(duly notified to BFI) of  the state 
units affiliated with the BFI shall 
be authorised to represent their 
respective states/union territo-
ries”. The notification followed 
former sports minister Anurag 
Thakur’s intention to contest the 
BFI presidency against Singh, who 
was seeking a third term.

Sources, meanwhile,  indicated 
that the ministry is likely to in-
struct the IOA to oversee the elec-
toral process. However, since World 
Boxing will be sending its observer 
and has approved the elections, any 
govt or external interference could 
contravene the Olympic charter.

With Polls Due Later This Month, Usha Writes 
To Ministry, World Body On Delays In Process

BHAWNA, YATRI 
ASSURED OF U-22 
BOXING MEDALS
Bangkok: Bhawna Sharma 
and Yatri Patel were on Sun-
day assured of  a medal each 
in the U-22 Asian Boxing 
Championships after register-

ing dominating wins in the 
quarterfinals here.

In the women’s 48kg quar-
terfinals, Bhawna eased past 
Vietnam’s Ngoc Linh Chi Ngo 
while Yatri punched her way 
to the last four with win over 
Keerththana Uthayakumar of  
Sri Lanka in the women’s 
57kg bout. 

Tanu tried her best to se-
cure a medal but fell short 
against local hope Natnicha 
Chongprongklang in the 
women’s 54kg quarterfinals.

In the U-19 section, Shivam 
and Mausam Suhag regis-
tered contrasting victories to 
advance in their respective 
weight categories.

Antim has it easy at World 
wrestling Championship trials
New Delhi: Easily the most 
successful wrestler among the 
contenders at the World Cham-
pionship trials, Antim Panghal 
sealed her berth in the Indian 
team without much fuss in the 
women’s 53kg weight class 
while Vaishnavi Patil (65kg) 

and Manisha Bhan-
wala (62kg) also 
qualified with im-
pressive show on 
Sunday.

All of  20 and al-
ready a medal win-
ner at the senior 
Worlds, Asian Games and the 
Asian Championships, Antim 

outplayed MP’s Pooja 
and Gujarat’s Hina-
ben without con-
ceding a point to 

emerge winner.
The other win-

ners were: Ankush 
(50kg), Nishu (55kg), 

Tapasya (57kg), Neha (59kg), 
and Srishti (68kg). PTI 

WINNING MOMENT: Lando Norris passes the chequered flag on Sunday

ANTIM PANGHAL

London: The centre square at 
the Oval wore a deserted look 
till 30 minutes before start of  
play on the fourth morning. 
Unlike the other days of  this 
final Test of  the series, there 
weren’t players queuing up 
to go through their warmup 
drills. Yet, you could cut the 
tension all around with a 
knife. India were conserving 
their three strike bowlers — 
Mohammed Siraj, Prasidh 
Krishna and Akash Deep, 
while England’s Harry Brook 
and Joe Root took a few throw-
downs and retired to the dress-
ing room.

These characters played 
lead roles in turning the are-
na into a bullring, throwing 
gruesome punches at each 
other before rain and bad 
light 75 minutes into the 
last session, took the series 
into its final dramatic fifth 
day. India will come back on 
Monday morning, four wick-
ets away, with 34 runs in the 
bank, from finishing the se-
ries at 2-2. Brook batted like 
a man on steroids to score 111 
off  98 while Root played the 
monk who had the entire field 
under his control as he hit 105 
off  152 after they got together 
an hour into the first session 
with England, in pursuit of  
374 on a tricky pitch, looking 
nervy at 106/3.

In 35 overs of  imperious 
shot-making, they turned the 
Oval into a gladiatorial arena 
as England hurtled towards 
finishing the series just like 
they had started it — saunter-
ing past a 370-plus target.

But then Siraj and Kr-
ishna were not there to agree 
to a surrender with figures 
of  3/109 and 2/95. Siraj, like 
Ben Stokes did in the third 
Test at Lord’s, dug deep into 
his energy reserves and kept 
asking questions of  Root’s 
defence. That resulted in Kr-
ishna finding Root’s outside 
edge to Dhruv Jurel to light 
up the match again under the 
dark grey London skies after 
Brook’s hoick off  Akash Deep 
applied the brakes on Eng-
land’s charge.

In a spell of  unchanged 
bowling after tea, Siraj and 
Krishna ensured India were 
still breathing following the 
damaging blows inflicted by 
Brook and Root. India will 
hope the duo has enough left 
in the tank to turn up one final 
time on Monday morning and 
prevent a 1-3 scoreline with 
Jamie Overton and Jamie 
Smith at the crease. After all, 
they were taking on two York-
shiremen who were bullish 
about affirming that their ‘Ba-
zball’ brand of  cricket works. 

Root and Brook were adver-
tising for the England team’s 
‘we-will-chase-down-anything’ 
philosophy.

Siraj and Prasidh Krishna 
had Ben Duckett and stand-in 
captain Ollie Pope under their 
spell in the first hour of  the 
day. They were all over Eng-
land with the pitch offering 
exaggerated movement and 
some uneven bounce. Duck-
ett edging Krishna to second 
slip and Pope falling to Siraj 
LBW seemed a matter of  time. 
Brook wasn’t having any of  it; 
he turned up a bully.

There are moments that 
define the course of  a big 
game. Siraj stepping on to 
the long-leg boundary when 
Brook, batting on 19, had top-
edged a short ball from Kr-
ishna was clearly one. It was 
reminiscent of  Trent Boult 
stepping onto the rope after 
catching Ben Stokes in the 
2019 World Cup final. Mon-
day morning will tell if  India 
end up on the wrong side like 
New Zealand in 2019.

It is true that Siraj was 
in a great rhythm deep into 
the morning session. He was 
still bowling at the peak of  
his powers even as it was his 
ninth innings of  bowling ex-
tensive spells in the last two 
months. He was also fast ex-
hausting his energy levels. 
He labored along with all his 
heart and passion. But his 
day out also highlighted that 
India were desperately short 
of  another wicket-taking op-
tion. Akash Deep lacked the 
zip and Krishna battled hard 
to stay consistent with his 
line and length once Brook 
went on the rampage.

India started and finished 
strong on Sunday. They will 
hope that the day’s afternoon 
session doesn’t cost them the 
series on Monday.

SCOREBOARD
India 1st innings:  224
England 1st innings:  247
India 2nd innings:  396
England 2nd innings:  
(O/N 50/1)
Ben Duckett c Rahul b 
Krishna 54, Ollie Pope lbw b 
Siraj 27, Joe Root c Jurel b 
Krishna 105, Harry Brook c 
Siraj b Akash Deep 111, 
Jacob Bethell b Krishna 5, 
Jamie Smith batting 2, 
Jamie Overton 0
Extras: (b 1, lb 8, nb 1,  
w 11) 21  
Total: (six wickets in 76.2 
overs) 339
Fall of wickets: 2-82, 3-106, 
4-301, 5-332, 6-337
Bowling: Akash Deep 20-4-
85-1, Prasidh Krishna 22.2-3-
109-3, Mohammed Siraj 26-
5-95-2, Washington Sundar 
4-0-19-0, Ravindra Jadeja 
4-0-22-0

OVAL THRILLER GOES TO THE WIRE

Arani.Basu@timesofindia.com

London: The Indian team 
spent a good amount of  time 
deciding on their choice of  
pitch roller before play on the 
second morning of  the fifth 
Test at The Oval. 

They had their last rec-
ognised pair in Karun Nair 
and Washington Sundar at 
the crease. After much con-
sultation with experts at 
the ground, they opted for 
a light roller. India guarded 
against flattening out the 
surface, expecting England 
to use the heavy roller once 
they were bowled out in  
the first innings. India even-
tually lost the remaining four 
wickets inside 30 minutes.

English openers Ben 
Duckett and Zak Crawley 

went berserk in the first 15 
overs. India could only make 

a comeback in the Test in 
the afternoon session after 

a good two hours of  play fol-
lowing the use of  the heavy 
roller. That kind of  set the 
template for the rest of  the 
match. As much as the pitch 
was discussed, the roller be-
came a big talking point.

“We’re trying to work out 
why (folding cheaply in the 
first innings after a strong 
start). Is it the heavy roll or is 
it the new ball that’s kind of  
skids on? When is a good time 
to bat? You can see Jaiswal 
come out tonight (Friday) and 
he played positively. We’ll see 
as it goes on,” England’s assis-
tant coach Marcus Trescoth-
ick said after the second day’s 
play on Friday.

The field set by India on 
the third evening was intrigu-
ing. They started with an in-
and-out field when they took 
the field to defend the 374-run 
target on a lively pitch. The 
pitch played tricks. Duckett 
and Crawley played their 
shots even as they looked un-
convincing. But India ensured 
they didn’t get off  to a flyer. 
The shots that fly off  the bat 
behind square with the new 
ball were intercepted midway.

As well as Akash Deep 

batted as a nightwatchman 
on the third morning, one 
could not rule out the effect 
of  the heavy roller used be-
fore the day’s play. Subse-
quently, batting became a tad 
tough in the second session. 
The variable bounce was on 
show again. The English at-
tack, overworked after losing 
Chris Woakes’ services due 
to a shoulder injury in the 
first innings, lost some zing. 
Again, Washington cashed 
in on the second new ball to 
help India set a challenging 
target for England.

India followed the same 
principle on the fourth morn-
ing. A spread-out slip cordon 
with a semi-defensive field 
after England used the heavy 
roller before the start of  play. 
But the emphasis was to not 
leak runs. 

As England launched 
a counterattack in the af-
ternoon session, India 
would have been left with  
two thoughts—if  they 
erred by using the light 
roller on the second morn-
ing, or if  their strategies  
revolved too much around the 
roller used.

Did use of roller influence strategy at Oval?
Both Teams Were 
Consumed By  
The Idea That 
Batting Was 
Easiest After Use 
Of A Heavy Roller

STRATEGIC BLUNDER: India lost their last four wickets, including 
that of their first innings top-scorer Karun Nair (left), inside 30 
minutes on Day Two as they opted against flattening out the 
surface by using a light roller
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 India Hang By A Thread As Brook’s 111 And Root’s 105 
 Have England Needing Just 35 Runs With 4 Wickets
 In Hand As Fifth Test Heads Into A Dramatic Final Day

21  Number of 
hundreds 
registered in the 

England versus India series, 
emulating the previous 
best tally (21) recorded in 
the five-Test series between 
Australia and West Indies 
in 1955 in the Caribbean.

20 India pacer 
Mohammed Siraj 
has produced his 

best performance in a Test 
series vs England. His 
wickets’ tally at 36.85 runs 
apiece in five Tests is his 
highest ever. Siraj took two 
wicets in England’s second 
innings on Sunday.

195
Runs partnership Joe Root and 

Harry Brook stitched for the 
fourth wicket to put England 

in commanding position 
against India.

RISING TO THE OCCASION: 
Prasidh Krishna (left) 
celebrates after dismissing 
Joe Root on Sunday

Harry Brook

Pics: PTI/Getty Images

111 Harry Brook’s 
10th hundred 
in Tests is his 

second vs India. His first 
hundred vs India was 158 in 
the second Test at 
Birmingham.  Overall, he 
has scored three centuries 
at home at seven overseas. 

Rajesh Kumar
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New Delhi: Star long jumper
Murali Sreeshankar clinched
his third straight title after
coming back from a long inju-
ry lay-off  as he won the event
at the Qosanov Memorial
Athletics Meet in Almaty, Ka-
zakhstan, on Saturday.

The 26-year-old Indian
produced a winning leap of
7.94m on his opening attempt
to secure the top spot at the
World Athletics Continental
Tour Bronze label (category
C) meet. His other efforts
were 7.73m, 7.58m, 7.57m,
7.80m and 7.79m. He has a per-
sonal best of  8.41m.

This was Sreeshankar’s
third competition since re-
turning from a knee injury,
which he suffered in April
last year. He had undergone
surgery and consequently
missed the 2024 Olympics de-
spite qualifying for the global
showpiece in the French capi-
tal. Sreeshankar won the In-
dian Open in Pune with a
jump of  8.05m jump in his
first comeback competition
and followed it up with a
7.75m effort to top the podium
at the Meeting Maia Cidade

do Desporto in Portugal.
Before injury, Sreeshan-

kar’s last international ap-
pearance was a silver-medal
finish at the Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China in 2023.

He is yet to qualify for the
Tokyo World Championships
in September, for which the
men’s long jump qualifica-
tion standard is 8.27m. PTI

Long jumper Sreeshankar
wins title in Kazakhstan

IN FORM: Sreeshankar won his
third straight title after coming
back from a long injury lay-off

Getty Images

Montreal: Canadian teenag-
er Victoria Mboko took down
top-seeded American Coco
Gauff  6-1, 6-4 on Saturday,
thrilling the home crowd as
she reached the quarterfinals
of  the WTA 1000 tournament
in Montreal.

The 18-year-old wild card
saved all four break points
she faced, and broke reigning
French Open champion

Gauff  three times on the way
to a comprehensive victory in
just 62 minutes.

“I don’t even know what to
say, I was kind of  shocked
about it all,” said Mboko, add-
ing that the support of  the
home crowd had buoyed her
late in the second set.

Zverev, Popyrin book QF
berth in Toronto: Top-seed
Alexander Zverev advanced
to ATP Toronto Masters quar-
terfinal against defending
champion Alexei Popyrin as
his fourth-round opponent
Francisco Cerundolo was

forced to retire with an ab-
dominal injury on Saturday.

Germany’s Zverev se-
cured a 6-4, 1-0 victory, as Ar-
gentina’s Cerundolo took a
medical timeout after the
fifth game and finally called a
halt on the match after less
than an hour on court.

Australia’s Popyrin won
his ninth straight match in
Canada, beating ninth seed
Holger Rune of  Denmark 4-6,
6-2, 6-3. AGENCIES

Canadian teen Mboko
stuns top-seed Gauff

TENNIS WRAP TEEN SENSATION: Victoria
Mboko of Canada hits a return to
Coco Gauff during their Round of
16 match at the National Bank
Open tournament in Montreal

AP

FORMER MILAN CAPTAIN BARESI 
UNDERGOES LUNG SURGERY
Milan: Former AC Milan and Italy defender Franco 
Baresi is recovering well after undergoing surgery 
to remove a pulmonary nodule, the Serie A club 
confirmed on Sunday. The honorary vice president 
and former captain for Milan underwent a routine 
medical check which revealed the issue and will 
undergo oncological recovery therapy with 
immunotherapy. “Dear fans, I just want to let you 
know that it will take me a little time to get back to 
full strength,” Baresi said in a statement.

CHELSEA SIGN DUTCH DEFENDER 
HATO FROM AJAX FOR $51M
London: Chelsea have signed Dutch defender Jorrel 
Hato from Ajax Amsterdam for 44.18 million euros 
($51.18 million), both clubs said on Sunday. Chelsea 
said the 19-year-old has signed a seven-year long 
deal and will join his new teammates this week. Hato 
was named Johan Cruyff Talent of the Year in the 
Eredivisie last season. Hato came through Ajax’s 
academy and made his senior debut in January 2023, 
going on to make over 111 appearances for the club. 
Hato made his senior debut for the Netherlands aged 
17 and has since earned six caps.

DURAND CUP: NAMDHARI FC BEAT 
IAF 4-2, GO TOP OF GROUP A
Kolkata: Namdhari FC continued their winning run 
with a 4-2 win over Indian Air Force to go on top of 
Group A at the 134th Durand Cup. Samuel K scored 
for the Airmen in the 7th minute, but Namdhari 
responded with goals from Cledson Dasilva (37th), 
Amandeep Singh (45th), Dharmpreet Singh (60th) 
and Seilenthang Lotjem (74th). Meanwhile, Punjab 
FC started their campaign with a 2-1 win over Karbi 
Anglong Morning Star FC in Kokrajhar. AGENCIES

FREE KICKS

Shrivathsan.S@timesofindia.com

Chennai: India’s chess might was 
on display once again at the recent 
Women’s World Cup in Batumi, 
where title-winner Divya Desh-
mukh scripted a hat-trick of  ex-
traordinary successes.

Divya, the country’s latest 
Grandmaster, powered through 
with her teen spirit despite not be-
ing among the odds-on favour-
ites to clinch the crown. 

“We (Gukesh and Divya) 
basically grew up together. We 
played in the same tourna-
ments right from when we were 
eight or nine years old. The way 
Divya won the World Cup was re-
ally inspiring. It is not easy to win 
the tournament, you have to play 
regularly for a month. I have 
played the World Cup two times, 
so I know how difficult it is to 
win,” Gukesh said in a Velammal 

Nexus event that was 
organised to felici-
tate Mount Everest 
conqueror Ashish.

“Both of  them 
(Divya and losing 
finalist,  veteran 
Koneru Humpy) 

played amazingly well. For Indian 
chess, it is important that we have 
good results in both men (open) 
and women.”

India can complete a World 

Cup double when the global tour-
nament is hosted in the country 
later this year. While chess world’s 
governing body FIDE have an-
nounced the dates for the event – 
October 30 to November 27 – the 
host city is yet to be finalised.

“For sure, I will take part in the 
World Cup. I am really excited and 
looking forward to it. In chess, we 
do not have many knockout events, 
so the World Cup is the biggest 
knockout tournament. After the 

Olympiad (in 2022), India hosting 
a big event is important for Indian 
chess,” added Gukesh, who will be 
gunning for his maiden WC trophy.

‘Will play more classical chess 
in the rest of  the year’:

After playing in just two classi-
cal tournaments – Tata Steel Chess 
in Wijk aan Zee and Norway Chess 
in Stavanger – in the first half  of  
the year, Gukesh intends to com-
pete in more standard events in the 
remaining part of  2025.

The 19-year-old finished run-
ner-up in Tata Steel Chess after 
going down to compatriot R Prag-
gnanandhaa on tie-breaks and 
later came third in Norway Chess. 
“I had a decent tournament in 
Norway, it was my last classical 
event.  In the next part of  the year, 
I will be playing in more classical 
tournaments,” said Gukesh.

On his form in the other for-
mats, Gukesh said: “My perfor-
mances in rapid were good in Za-
greb (he topped the chart in Supe-
rUnited Rapid), but I need to cor-
rect my mistakes in blitz.”

Singapore: Leon Marchand 
and Summer McIntosh 
sealed their golden swim-
ming world championships 
with dominant victories on 
Sunday’s final day as the 
United States signed off  with 
a relay record. Eight days of  
competition in Singapore 
wrapped up with French su-
perstar  Marchand and 
18-year-old Canadian sensa-
tion McIntosh underlining 
their supremacy.

Marchand, who won four 
individual golds and was the 
face of  his home Paris Olym-
pics a year ago, added the 
400m individual medley 
crown to his 200m medley ti-
tle this week. 

The 23-year-old arrived in 
Singapore with a lighter pro-
gramme in an effort to smash 
Ryan Lochte’s 200m IM world 
record from 2011 -- and he did 
just that.

Marchand on Sunday 
cruised to victory in the 
400IM, powering to the wall 
in 4min 04.73sec, more than 

three seconds ahead of  Ja-
pan’s Tomoyuki Matsushita 
(4:08.32), with Russian Ilia 
Borodin (4:09.16) third. “It’s 
not perfect because it’s never 
perfect, but it’s more than I 
expected, especially the 
world record in the 200m 
medley,” said Marchand.

Not to be outdone, McIn-
tosh was similarly emphatic 
in winning the women’s 
400IM for her fourth gold in 
Singapore, to go with tri-
umphs in the 200m medley, 
200m butterfly and 400m free-
style. The world record hold-
er led from start to finish to 
romp to victory in a champi-
onships-record 4:25.78, with 

Australia’s Jenna Forrester 
and Japan’s Mio Narita shar-
ing silver (4:33.26).

McIntosh’s only defeat of  
the championships came on 
Saturday when she finished 
third in the 800m freestyle, 
with the American Katie Led-
ecky, 28,reigning over that 
event once more.

The US team were battling 
acute gastroenteritis all week 
but they silenced the doubters 
by breaking their own world 
record in winning the wom-
en’s 4x100m medley relay. The 
Americans were victorious in 
3:49.34, beating their previous 
record of  3:49.63 from Paris a 
year ago. AGENCIES

‘Divya’s win inspiring’
 Chess World Champ Gukesh Feels It’s Great That 
 Indian Men And Women Are Firing Together

DIVYA 
DESHMUKH

Marchand, McIntosh Marchand, McIntosh 
dominate the pooldominate the pool
 Canadian Sensation Signs Off
 With Fourth Gold; French 
 Star Completes Double

Leon Marchand (R) and 
Summer McIntosh pose with 
their trophies on Sunday

Getty Images

Quito: Brazil successfully defended their
Women’s Copa America crown by defeat-
ing Colombia 5-4 in a shootout on Sat-
urday to claim their ninth continental title
after a roller-coaster final ended 4-4. The
final saw Colombia take the lead three
times, only for Brazil to respond on each
occasion. Brazil great Marta forced extra
time with a late equaliser and the veteran
struck again in the 105th minute to seem-
ingly seal victory. But Colombia found the
equaliser to send the match to penalties,
where Brazil ultimately prevailed.

Saptak Talwar slips to 54th: Saptak
Talwar shot a second straight round of
1-over 72 to slip to T-54 after three rounds
at the Farmfoods Scottish Challenge in
Roxburghe, Scotland. Talwar, who started
the week in style with a 5-under 66, added
72-72 to be 3-under for three rounds. 

Diksha slips on back nine: Diksha
Dagar went through a roller coaster third
round and carded a second straight 1-over
73 that saw her slip from T-28 to T-42 after
54 holes in the AIG Women’s Open in
Porthcawl, Wales. 

British-Indian golfer Aaron Rai stays
in top-three: Defending champion Aaron
Rai shot 1-under 69 to stay in the top-three
while Cameron Young added a 5-under 65
to earlier rounds of 63-62 to take a five-
shot lead at the Wyndham Championship
in Greensboro, USA. 

Ferrand-Prevot solos to victory in
women’s Tour de France: French rider
Pauline Ferrand-Prevot soloed to victory
on Sunday in stage nine in the Alps to seal
the women's Tour de France title. 

PCB issues ‘blanket ban’ on future
participation in WCL: Pakistan Cricket
Board announced a blanket ban on its
players’ participation in future editions of
World Championship of Legends (WCL),
accusing the organisers of being “biased”
and lacking sporting integrity. AGENCIES

FOOTBALL: Durand Cup, 4 pm & 7 pm
(Sony Sports); EPL, Man United vs Everton,
2.30 pm (Star Sports, JioHotstar)

GALLERY

SAMBA GLORY: Brazil’s Marta (jersey No.
10) holds up the trophy as she celebrates
with teammates after winning the Women’s
Copa America title in Quito, Ecuador

Dominant Brazil clinch
Women’s Copa America

AP
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‘Riteish and I continue to do things that we  
always enjoyed doing together’
Genelia, who has been married to Riteish Deshmukh for 13 years, says marriage 
evolves with time. She shares, “A lot changes post marriage. People forget that 
you’re going to change at 30, 40 and 50. You’re not going to be 20 all your life, 
and I think that’s the issue in most relationships. You expect the person to stay 

the way they were at 16. Riteish and I know we aren’t in our 20s, but we continue 
to do things that we always enjoyed doing together. We liked going out for dinners 
a lot, but with children around, it gets tough. So, once a week, we go to a coffee 
shop, hold hands and talk. That’s our idea of romance.”CONTINUED ON  4

Any feedback related to stories in Delhi Times?  Mail us @delhi.times@timesofindia.com  OF INDIA

Onkar Kulkarni

A fter over a decade of  consciously stepping back from the 
spotlight following the 2012 release of  Tere Naal Love Ho 
Gaya to focus on family life, Genelia Deshmukh is 

embracing a new chapter – one shaped by motherhood, 
maturity, and a rekindled love for cinema. In a conversation with 
us, the actress, who was recently seen in Sitaare Zameen Par, 
opens up about evolving with time, the role of  south cinema in 
shaping her career, and why mature roles need more screen time.

Prathamesh Bandekar GENELIA DESHMUKH

Genelia with 
husband Riteish 
Deshmukh

Saina and Kashyap are  
‘trying again’, weeks after 
separation announcement 

Can A certificate hurt  
Coolie’s box office 
potential?

Not attending any event 
linked to Pakistan-owned 

entity, clarifies Kartik

P3

P1

P3

‘It’s like a second home’:  
Akon announces India tour

P1

We are trying again: 
Saina weeks after 
separation post

W eeks after announcing sepa-
ration from husband Paru-
palli Kashyap, Olympic med-

allist shuttler Saina Nehwal has posted 
a picture with the former, sharing that 
they are “trying again”. “Sometimes 

distance teaches you the value of  
presence. Here we are – trying 

again,” she wrote in the caption.
On July 13, Saina, in a sur-

prising move, announced 
her separation from Kashy-

ap. The couple, who have 

been together for over a decade, tied 
the knot in 2018. “Life takes us in dif-
ferent directions sometimes,” Saina 
had written in her post last month, 
“After much thought and considera-
tion, Kashyap Parupalli and I have de-
cided to part ways. We’re choosing 
peace, growth, and healing – for our-
selves and each other. I’m grateful for 
the memories and wish nothing but 
the best moving forward. Thank you 
for understanding and respecting our 
privacy during this time.”

Music lovers, get ready to dive into nostalgia as 
the global hitmaker Akon is all set to perform 
in India this November. Excited about the tour, 
Akon in a press note said, “India has always 

shown me so much love – it’s like a second 
home. The energy, the culture, the fans... 
it’s on another level. I’m beyond excited 
to be back and perform live for y’all. This 

tour is gonna be something special – 
let’s make history together!” He will 
perform in Delhi, Bengaluru, and 
Mumbai. Last year, Akon had a 
special performance at the 
pre-wedding festivities of 
Anant Ambani and Radhika 
Merchant in Jamnagar. 
 Agencies

Spider-Man has a new suit  
 – and fans are loving it

2016

AKON AKON 
ANNOUNCES ANNOUNCES 
INDIA  INDIA  
TOUR, TO TOUR, TO 
PERFORM PERFORM 
IN DELHI, IN DELHI, 
BENGALURU, BENGALURU, 
MUMBAIMUMBAI

‘I fell in love with 
acting because  

of south cinema’

P3

Spider-Man in the MCU has 
worn far more suits than the 
previous live-action iterations 
combined – from the first 
appearance in 2016’s Captain 
America: Civil War to the 
swanky fit in 2018’s 
Avengers: Infinity War 
and 2019’s Spider-
Man: Far From Home. 
They are also known 
as the ‘Stark suits’ as 
they were designed by 
Tony Stark.

2018 2019

The many suits The many suits 
of Tom Holland’s of Tom Holland’s 
SpideySpidey

Closer to Closer to 
the OGsthe OGs
Tom’s new suit 
has a close 
resemblance to 
Andrew Garfield 
(above) and 
Tobey Maguire’s 
Spider-Man suits

The new suit 
shows a larger 
spider on the 
chest than in 
Tom’s previous 
costumes, and 
raised black 
rubbery webbing

The Spider-Man: Brand New Day teaser has revealed the first look of Tom Holland’s 
new spidey suit. Fans of the superhero love the fact that the new suit is very similar to 
the comic books – a departure from the more hi-tech suits the actor has worn so far

Saina Nehwal shared 
this picture with 
husband Parupalli 
Kashyap along with 
her post

Stars Stars 
shine on shine on 
the Delhi the Delhi 

rampramp
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VARIETY

ANNABELLE DOLL HAS A NEW 
‘LEGAL GUARDIAN’ – MATT RIFE
Matt Rife just made 
the ultimate horror fan 
move — he and YouTuber 
Elton Castee are now the 
legal caretakers of Ed 
and Lorraine Warren’s 
haunted home and 
museum, including the 
Annabelle doll
 

Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: pov@timesofindia.com

C inema is not just entertainment. Some-
times, it can leave an imprint on you that 
lingers way longer than real-life goodbyes.

Exactly why the re-release of  Raanjhanaa 
stirred up some real and raw emotions with 

that AI-altered ending – one where Kundan survives and  
reunites with Zoya. An ending that has led to shock, disbelief,  
and condemnation from director Aanand L Rai himself  and some 
fans of  the cult hit.

Sholay, Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak, Sadma, Seven Samurai,  
Paris, Texas, Pather Panchali, Meghe Dhaka Tara, Amour – there 
are moments in time-
less celluloid stories 
where the heartbreak 
became ours. Imagine 
these films returning – 
with a different end-
ing. While it could ap-
peal to some viewers, 
for most, that would be 
cinematic sacrilege.

Raanjhanaa’s al-
tered ending release is 
part of  a growing fan 
trend of  using AI to 
“fix” or reimagine 
film and story endings, often driven by campaigns and algorithms 
detecting ‘viewer dissatisfaction’ – From Game Of  Thrones to Bar-
bie and more. This simply makes it official.

But a film’s ending – however tragic, unresolved, or frustrating – 
is an intentional choice, often the emotional core of  the entire 
work. Rai’s film, for all its flaws, made a narrative point: that obses-
sive love isn’t always rewarded, that actions have consequences. 
Altering that message erodes the film’s soul – and poses the threat 
of  erasing the very maker’s identity.

Studio Ghibli co-founder Hayao Miyazaki famously called AI cre-
ativity “an insult to life itself.” He warned that automating human 
expression would strip art of  its purpose – to connect us through 
emotion and imperfection. Ghibli fans have been pushing back 
against efforts to AI-remaster older films for “smoother”  
animation or altered plot beats, arguing that soul cannot be  
deepfaked.

India has a long history of  content interference. But this is some-
thing more insidious. AI doesn’t ban scenes; it replaces them. It 
doesn’t argue; it learns what some audiences want and serves it up. 
The danger is that we slide into a world where all films become al-
gorithmically optimised narratives, catering to sentiment, reduc-
ing art to comfort food. A world where Sadma ends with Kamal 
Haasan reunited with Sridevi. Where Amour ceases to explore the 
agony of  losing your partner of  over 70 years, and instead cele-
brates the magic of  recovery!

Who, in their right cinema-watching mind, would want that?

The Raanjhanaa 
debate: Who owns 
the soul of cinema?

DENNIS THE MENACE

SOLUTIONS TO GAMES/PUZZLES 

SCRAMBLE

Words:  Ahead, rural, flyway, viking
Answer: Walking is the best possible exercise. Ha-

bituate yourself to walk very far. - Thomas Jefferson

SPELLATHON

amen, game, MAGENTA, magna, 
MAGNATE, magnet, manage, mane, 
mange, mate, mean, meant, meat, 

name, tame, team

LOOP THE LOOPTIMES SUDOKU TIMES HITORI
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ACROSS
1 Flurries of activity
5 Swedish aerospace 

giant
9 Pet food brand
13 Olympic skier Lindsey
14 The Bruins of the Big 

Ten Conf.
15 Devil costume part
16 Really, really strong
19 Impressive display
20 One whose age is 

given in months
22 Brick and __
24 Plead
25 __ Star State
26 Delicate pasta often 

served with a light 
sauce

28 “Please explain?”
29 Chilled
30 Bus. letters
31 “Right this minute!”
32 Allow
33 Musician known as the 

“Godfather of Punk”
35 Beaver’s project
38 “As if!”
39 Prefix with gender
40 “Of __ and Men”
41 Lofty goal
44 French folktale 

that inspired a Kurt 
Vonnegut novel

46 Tidy
47 Stick in a pool hall
48 Stovetops
49 “Wow, so soon?”
51 Refried beans bean
52 “I wasn’t sure at first, 

but ...,” or what could 
be said about the 
ends of 16-, 26-, and 
44-Across?

56 “If the __ fits ... ”
57 World-traveling Verne 

protagonist
58 Train travel
59 Watch part

60 Own (up)
61 Loud noise
DOWN
1 Director DuVernay
2 Uno y uno
3 Properly aimed
4 Showed appreciation for 

a bad joke, maybe
5 Result of a Halloween 

candy binge
6 Sore
7 In the style of, on a 

menu
8 Tool often used on 

Thanksgiving
9 Just slightly
10 Brought down to the 

ground
11 Bed cushion
12 “Full House” twins
17 Asian territory on a 

Risk board
18 Eggy holiday drink
21 __ Speedwagon
22 Put in the post
23 A single time
24 Transport with training 

wheels
27 “Brokeback Mountain” 

director Lee
28 Move like a frog
31 Some facial jewelry
33 Terse affirmative
34 More, on a music score
35 Like the lines on argyle 

socks
36 Land unit
37 Rx items
38 Talks trash about
40 Trusted career guides
41 Genetic letters
42 Condiment on a hot 

dog
43 “Santa Baby” singer 

Kitt
44 Bribe
45 Loud noise
47 Capt.’s underling
50 Became older
51 Babe and Wilbur, for 

two
53 Deep sadness
54 “Mamma __!”
55 Furniture wood

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

02/08/2025

THE DAILY CROSSWORD

HOW TO PLAY
Now arrange the letters in the 
circles to form the answer to 
the riddle or to fill in the miss-
ing word as indicated

Rearrange the 
letters in the 
four word  
jumbles, one 
letter to each 
square/circle, 
to make four 
ordinary 
words 

Walking is the best possible 
exercise. Habituate yourself 
to ___ ___ __. - Thomas 

Jefferson (4,4,3)

DHAAE

AULRR

ALYFWY

GIINKV

SCRAMBLE

How many words of four 
or more letters can you 
make from the letters 
shown in today’s puzzle? 
In making a word, a letter 
can be used as many 
times as it appears in the 
puzzle. Each word must 
contain the central letter. 
There should be at least 
one seven letter word. 
Plurals, foreign words 
and proper names are not 
allowed. British English 
Dictionary is used as 
reference.

Today’s Ratings: 
12-average  14-good  

16-outstanding
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SPELLATHON

ARIES: Allow yourself to 
try new things. The tone 
of the day is a mix of 
conflicting energies that 
might put some stress on 
you. Feel free to take an 
unconventional approach 
when it comes to dealing 
with your emotions. You 
may want to take breaks. 
TAURUS:  You need to fit 
into an artificial construct 
of who you need to be 
and what you need to 
think. Positive periods of unexpected changes can 
give fresh perspective or connect you with someone 
new.  Fantasy and daydreaming will waste valuable 
time.
GEMINI:  Interruptions can make it difficult for you 
to keep a steady train of thought. Your feelings are 
erratic, and you might find that other people are 
trying to oppose your beliefs. There is a need of 
purpose and commitment to shared goals in part-
nerships. 
CANCER:  Mental stress will be exhausting. Old 
wounds and grievances may surface, making at-
mosphere more intense. Stress will come from 
feeling overwhelmed and ineffective. Don’t focus 
on flaws and self-limiting labels. Your powers of 
persuasion will help you win people. 
LEO:  A shift in perception can help you have a fresh 
perspective. Disagreements with family members 
may reach a debate. You need to clear up projects 
soon. You are intent on seeing the big picture and 
getting to the point. 
VIRGO: Too many activities will leave you stressed. 
Express yourself to the fullest today. It is good to go 
back and complete unfinished family business. Life 
will become more intense. Emotional strength and 

tenacity will help you 
face a difficult task. 
LIBRA: You feel produc-
tive but personal matters 
will be distracting. You 
have the right to believe 
what you want and to 
express it. Rediscover 
talents and abilities that 
have been hidden. This 
day may prove a chal-
lenging day for you. 
SCORPIO: Lack of con-
centration could lead to 

downfall. There are a couple of important issues 
that you may need to make some resolutions about. 
You know what you want and are ready to do what’s 
needed. Share your great ideas with someone you 
trust. 
SAGITTARIUS:You will renew your hope for the 
future and get you inspired to make some positive 
changes. Set a schedule and stick to it to reach 
goals. Don’t make too many solid plans because 
you will have to change them. 
CAPRICORN: A philosophical discussion may lead 
to criticism of your ideas, but don’t take it person-
ally. Your thoughts will be better received. Some 
kind of recognition will come to you. There may be 
unexpected news cropping up. Take care of yourself 
and your needs. 
AQUARIUS:  Be realistic about what you can finish. 
Discarded projects could renew with unexpected 
sources of income. You will be able to work col-
laboratively. There will be some differences of 
opinion but generally it will be good. 
PISCES: The day will start out on a difficult note 
because of mental tension and differing points of 
views. You will take risks. Concentrate on home 
issues. Take the needs of others seriously.

See what the stars have in store for 
you – according to your moon sign.

HOW  
TO PLAY
1. A number 
may appear 
just once in 
each row 
or column. 
Eliminate  
repeat 
numbers by 
darkening 
cells. (see 
example)
2. Darkened 
cells must 
never be adja-
cent in a row 
or column. 
3. Unmarked 
cells must 
create a single continuous area, 
undivided by darkened cells.
4. Every time you darken a cell, you 
can automatically circle its vertical 
and horizontal neighbours, which 
means they cannot be eliminated.
5. Any cell "sandwiched" between 
neighbours of the same value can be 
circled. (e.g.             )
6. A "triple" is a special case of 
sandwich. Circle the centre cells, and 
darken the ends. (e.g.             ) Example6 6 6

6 4 6

TIMES HITORI

RULES
• Connect adjacent dots with vertical 

or horizontal lines, creating a single 
loop (Fig A). 

• Crossovers or branches are not 
allowed (As shown by dotted lines 
in Fig B).

• Numbers in the 
puzzle indicate the 
number of lines that 
should surround it, 
while empty cells 
may be surrounded 
by any number of 
lines.

• You can’t draw lines 
around zeroes.

• Each puzzle has just 
one unique solution.

HOW TO 
BEGIN:
Example (Fig A) - 
Begin with the zero next to 3. Since no lines can be drawn around zero, 
mark crosses around it, as shown. Now there is a cross in one space 
around 3. So we know the three lines of 3 can only be drawn in the 
remaining three spaces. Next, these lines can only be extended in one 
direction each. Continue, using the same logic. 

Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by marking crosses in spaces 
between dots where a line isn’t possible, i.e., if you have already 
completed required lines or where a line extension may create a branch 
or cause a deadend (Fig B).

(Fig A)
Not allowed

(Fig B)

LOOP THE LOOP
LEISURE

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW  
TO PLAY
Fill in the grid so 
that every hori-
zontal row, every 
vertical column 
and every 3x3 
box contains 
the digits 1-9, 
without repeating 
the numbers in 
the same row, 
column or box.
You can’t change 
the digits already 
given in the grid. 
Every puzzle has 
one solution.

Level: Medium

Play now! Scan the QR code or visit toi.in/games

ENJOY A HOST OF 
ENGAGING PUZZLES 
AND GAMES EVERY DAY

EVENTS

Email us at  
tims.delhitimes@timesofindia.com

FILM
India Habitat Centre: Train To 
Pakistan (35mm/ 1998/ Hindi/ 
111 mins) by Pamela Rooks, 
August 4, 7pm, The Stein 
Auditorium, IHC 

DANCE
India Habitat Centre: 
Samsadhan - Kathak 
performance, 7pm, August 6, 
Stein Auditorium, IHC

New works explore 
realism, repression

In her latest body of  
work, Akansha Chatur-
vedi invites the viewer 

into a raw, unguarded 
realm – one that challeng-
es comfort and dares to ex-
pose what we so often re-
press. This new series, re-
cently exhibited at The 
Claridges, New Delhi, on 
August 2 and 3, holds dis-
comfort, vulnerability, 
wonder, and deep thought, 
blending philosophical 
and psychological inquiry 
with visual metaphors and 
symbolism.

“Influenced by the ex-
istential grit of  philoso-
phers like Charles Bu-
kowski, the psychological insights of  think-
ers like Adler, and the surreal, emotionally 
charged canvases of  great artists such as 
Francis Bacon, these artworks stand at the 
intersection of  the seen and the deeply 
felt,” says Akansha.

Through deeply personal yet universally 
resonant eyes, she encourages viewers to 

examine the internal con-
flicts we tend to ignore: the 
tug-of-war between heart and 
reason, the desire to appear 
whole while quietly hiding 
longing and pain. This series 
continues Akansha’s explora-
tion of  what lies beneath the 
surface. “These group exhibi-
tions, which featured both 
master and emerging artists, 
provided the perfect back-
drop for work that is as intel-
lectually layered as it is emo-
tionally charged,” she adds.

“Unlike more romanticised 
takes on life, my approach 
leans into realism – what 
some might label pessimism 
– urging viewers not to lean 

on illusion or sentiment but to tune into the 
self. At the most recent exhibit, I also show-
cased my sculptures for the first time – 
works I have been quietly learning, practis-
ing, and evolving over the past few years,” 
Akansha says.

Instagram: @akanshachaturvediart

Akansha Chaturvedi, artist

"Unlike more romanticised takes on life, my approach leans into realism," says the artist
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WHAT’S #TRENDING AND WHY

DELHI IS TALKING ABOUT

Stars take over the 
Delhi runway
Bollywood was present in strength in Delhi over the last week, 

primarily to walk the ramp as showstoppers for a galaxy of 
designers. Take a look at some of the most eye-catching looks

ChatGPT says Black was the real deal & 
Rani deserved a National Award for it
Critically speaking, Rani Mukerji’s most 

knockout performance might still be Black. Long 
before Mrs Chatterjee vs Norway brought her 
a National Award, she was already schooling 
everyone playing a deaf-blind woman with fierce 
conviction. It was raw, risky, and way ahead of its 
time. Sure, we loved her sass in Hum Tum, her grit 
in Mardaani, and her fire in No One Killed Jessica 
– but Black was Rani going full method before it 
was cool. Honestly, it deserved a National Award.

Gemini thinks Rani in Black didn’t even 
need an award to make history
While Rani Mukerji’s National Award-

winning role in Mrs Chatterjee vs Norway was a 
glorious, five-alarm fire of a performance, many 
critics still have a special, dusty pedestal reserved 
for Black. Think of it this way: Mrs Chatterjee... was 
playing a rock anthem, heart-thumpingly loud, 
full of soul. But Black was composing a complex, 
haunting symphony... in complete silence. Mrs 
Chatterjee... was a knockout punch, but Black was 
the magic trick that no one has figured out since.

Grok says Shivani Roy (Mardaani) is 
Rani’s most badass role yet
While Mrs Chatterjee... snagged Rani 

Mukerji a National Award, her role as Shivani 
Shivaji Roy in Mardaani is fire. As a tough-as-nails 
cop, Rani’s got swagger, grit, and a no-nonsense 
vibe that slaps harder than a Mumbai monsoon. 
Critics ate it up, fans cheered, and she owned the 
screen like a masala-spiced badass. Black? Iconic. 
Hichki? Heartwarming. But Mardaani’s fierce 
queen? That’s Rani’s kickass crown!

PROMPT: Rani Mukerji won her first 
National Award for Mrs Chatterjee vs 

Norway. Critically speaking, which role of 
Rani do you think was the best?

Too shy to ask the 
juicy stuff? Let AI do 
the digging and get 

digitally nosey!

memewatch

From celeb buzz to viral debates, we 
bring you what’s trending – now it’s 
your turn. Tell us what you think by 

voting in our daily polls 
 delhi.times

Forget 2013, Vijay Raaz struck that 
iconic Nicki Minaj pose way back 
in 2007 (Welcome), and desis ar-
en’t letting it go. Nicki may have 
made it viral, but Raaz did it first 
— unintentionally, and FYI, before 
TikTok was even a thing

Randeep Hooda, Rajkummar Rao and Rahul Khanna; 
(right) Jim Sarbh

Bhumi Pednekar

UP TO DATE

As Raanjhanaa’s AI-altered 
“happy” climax resurrects 

Kundan (Dhanush), we ask 
fans their take on AI 
reimagining films

Yes, what’s the 
harm in a fresh 
perspective 

No, let them stay 
the way they are

47%

53%

With Raanjhanaa getting 
a viral Ai-altered ending, 

would you want more films 
reimagined this way?

As Rajinikanth’s Coolie gets an A rating,  
fans and trade push for UA version
Rajinikanth’s Coolie getting an A rating has come as a surprise 
and a shock to people within the industry and fans. Since the 
announcement, fans and trade voices have taken to social media, 
urging the makers to release a UA version alongside the A-rated 
one. One of the reasons that trade experts give for the Rajinikanth 
phenomenon is the huge following the superstar has among the 
family audiences. The superstar’s Jailer, which was rated UA, 
had invited criticism for the violence in it. However, producer and 
distributor G Dhananjayan believes an A rating “isn’t a deterrent 
for box office success these days.” While so far, 20 of Rajini’s films 
have been rated A, the last one to be released with an A certificate 
was 36 years ago – Siva (1989). – Roopa Radhakrishnan 

Farah Khan flags fake Instagram 
account posing as her cook Dilip
Farah Khan has issued a warning about a fake 
social media account impersonating her cook 
Dilip. Farah clarified that Dilip doesn’t operate any 
social media account, and has complained against 
the fake account. She shared a screengrab of the 
fake account on social media. The duo, known for 
their popular cooking vlogs featuring celebrity 
guests, has garnered millions of views online. 

Viral Reddit post 
shows chaos in 
Mumbai store after 
first day of sale
Images from a major fashion 
retail store in Mumbai, taken 
after the first day of a sale, 
have gone viral. A Reddit 
post showed shoes strewn 
across the floor and clothes 
piled in heaps, sparking a 
wider conversation on civic 
sense and public behaviour. 
Many users slammed 
shoppers for creating a mess 
and leaving staff to clean up. DU’s 12-hour college 

schedule deemed ‘anti-
teacher, anti-student’
With a fourth UG year added, Delhi 
University has extended college hours 
to 8am–8pm for “optimal utilisation” 
of resources. The move has sparked 
concerns over staffing, infrastructure, 
and mental health. Kirori Mal’s 
Rudrashish Chakraborty called it 
“anti-teacher and anti-student,” while 
Miranda House’s Abha Dev Habib 
told PTI the move could push first-
year teaching to guest faculty.

After FWICE warning, 
Kartik’s team clarifies 
he’s not attending any 
Pak-linked event
Kartik Aaryan has officially denied 
any involvement in an upcoming 
Independence Day event in Houston, 
after the Federation of Western 
India Cine Employees (FWICE) raised 
concerns about the show being 
allegedly linked to a Pakistani-
owned entity. His team stated 
that Kartik never made an “official 
announcement” about it.

Janhvi 
Kapoor

>> Sara 
Ali Khan

>>  
Tamannaah 

Bhatia

>> Tara 
Sutaria

Rasha 
Thadani & 
Ibrahim 
Ali Khan

Arjun 
Rampal

Mugdha 
Godse and 
Rahul Dev

Akshay 
KumarKhushi 

Kapoor
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Dua Lipa 
says she is 
“feeling 

grateful” after be-
ing awarded Koso-
van citizenship by 
the country’s pres-
ident, Vjosa Osma-
ni. Born in London 
to Kosovan-Albani-
an parents, she 
lived in Pristina 
from the age of  11, 
after her family re-
turned following the 
southeastern Euro-
pean country’s inde-
pendence, before 
moving back to Lon-
don at 15.

On Instagram, 
Lipa wrote, “Feel-
ing so grateful to have 
been awarded my Kosovan cit-
izenship by our president @
vjosaosmani (sic).” President 
Osmani shared a photo with 
the singer, captioning it, “Wel-
come home, Dua,” and added, 
“One of  the most important 
cultural and artistic personal-
ities in the history of  our 
country. Dua and Kosovo have 
always been inseparable. She 
has been and continues to be 
one of  the most powerful voic-
es on the world’s biggest stag-

es, making history with her 
achievements and becoming 
an inspiration to millions of  
people around the globe. Our 
gratitude is endless for all 
that Dua has done and contin-
ues to do for Kosovo, for our 
youth, for our art, and for the 
international image of  our 
country (sic).”

In November 2022, the sing-
er was granted Albanian citi-
zenship by President Bajram 
Begaj. Agencies

BACK BEAT

‘Love stories  ‘Love stories  
aren’t just for aren’t just for 
the young’the young’

‘EARLIER, THE PERCEPTION WAS THAT 
BOLLYWOOD DROPOUTS MAKE IT BIG  
IN THE SOUTH’
Today, pan-India films are seeing ac-
tors from Bollywood being cast 
alongside South actors. Genel-
ia, who made her film debut in 
2003 with Tujhe Meri Kasam, 
did South films from the ear-
ly days of  her career. About 
the current pan-India trend, 
she says, “I don’t know why 
it took so long. I did it very 
early in my career, and I did 
it with pride. I just wanted to 
do good films; it was never 
about pitching one above the 
other. Earlier, the perception was 
that Bollywood dropouts make it 
big in the South. I’ve done some of  my 
best work there. I thought my first film would 
be my last, and then I would take up a 9-5 job. But 
then I got a lot of  work in the South and started fall-
ing in love with acting because of  South cinema.”

Talking about her break from movies, she says, 
“During the last 10 years, I did special appearances 
whenever my friends asked me to. I also did Trial Pe-
riod, which was an OTT project and Mister Mummy. I 
am happy that a film like Sitaare Zameen Par came 
my way.”

‘I’M A DIFFERENT PERSON NOW, BUT  
I STILL HAVE THAT MADNESS IN ME’
Genelia admits that this phase of  her career feels dif-
ferent from her early years in the industry. “I’m a dif-
ferent person now, but I still have that madness in me. 

CONTINUED FROM  1

GENELIA DESHMUKH

I don’t think I 
could play a good 
mom on screen as 

well if I weren’t a mom 
in real life. I think you 
bring nuances to the 

screen when you 
actually live it

I’ll always want to keep the child in 
me alive. At the start of  your career, 
you have to make sure you do things 
that really work. Now, I want to do a 
horror film. I want to do action. It 
all depends on what filmmakers are 
writing and what you are being of-
fered,” she says.

‘LOVE STORIES AREN’T  
JUST FOR THE YOUNG’
The actress is hopeful the industry 
keeps pace with changing narratives 
and embraces more mature female 
characters. She says, “I wish we 
would write more stories about wom-

en who are in their 30s, 40s or 50s. 
There are so many dynamics to that, 
which is interesting. Love stories 
aren’t just for the young. Why isn’t 
there a love story of  a 30-year-old girl 
or a single mother? Love doesn’t hap-
pen only when you are in college. I 
don’t think I could play a good mom 
on screen if  I weren’t a mom in real 
life. I think you bring nuances to the 
screen when you actually live it. 
Which is why I say that actors should 
be cast as per the demand of  the role 
and not because of  their Instagram 
following or because they are num-
ber one, two or three.”

SHIRLEY SETIA 
is soaking 

in the scenic 
magic of BANFF 

NATIONAL 
PARK, CANADA. 

Sharing 
glimpses from 
Moraine Lake 

and Lake Louise, 
the singer-actor 

wrote, “So I 
finally made it 

to Banff! Can 
safely say that 

I’m absolutely in 
love”

Pics: @shirleysetia

E arlier this week, it was announced 
that The Holiday has received the 
green light for a limited series remake 

– but it wasn’t quite the festive surprise di-
rector Nancy Meyers had in mind. The film-
maker behind the beloved 2006 romantic 
comedy revealed that she was blindsided by 
the news.

“News to me,” Meyers wrote on Insta-
gram. “Imagine my surprise when I 
opened Instagram and this was 
the first post I saw.”

According to Deadline, the 
new adaptation, written by 
Krissie Ducker, will follow 
a similar setup with new 
characters, centring on a 
house swap between two 
single women. Agencies

News to me: The Holiday 
director reacts to remake

Shriya 
Pilgaonkar

Shriya Pilgaonkar, who 
began her Bollywood jour-
ney with Fan, made a mark 

in the OTT space with web shows 
like Mirzapur, Guilty Minds and 
The Broken News. The actress is 
shifting her focus more toward 
films now. She shares, “I’m being 
very selective with roles in the 
series space because I want to fo-
cus more on films, as I miss the 
medium. That doesn’t mean I 
won’t be a part of  web shows.” 

The actress says she has also 
learnt to factor in how a project 
is presented. “The platform 

matters. How a show or film is 
mounted affects how the audi-
ence perceives it. In the past, 
even when my performance 
was appreciated, the overall 
production sometimes didn’t 
support it. Now, I factor all of  
that in,” she explains.

Her career choices are now 
guided by the potential of  a 
role. “It’s not about screen 
time; it’s about the value that I 
can bring. I want to show my 
skill and build on it, not do 
roles for the sake of  visibility,” 
she adds. — Neha Maheshwri

Celebs raise 
a toast to 
old friends

GALLERY
On his bond with SUNIEL 
SHETTY, JACKIE SHROFF 
wrote, “It’s been 28 years 
now. Sab badal gaya hai. Unn 
dino hum bacche the, aur ab 
humare bacche hero ban gaye 
hai. Par humara equation 
waisa hi raha hai (sic)”

SACHIN TENDULKAR shared a throwback, and wrote, “One of the key 

indicators of longevity is to have good friends. I feel truly fortunate to have 

the same friends by my side, even after all these years. Wishing everyone a 

Happy Friendship Day, here’s to the bonds that stand the test of time (sic)”

CHUNKY PANDAY 
shared a picture of his 

reunion and wrote, “With 
all my school mates the 

Andrean Boys. A night of 
Biryani, Booze and 

Bulls**t. Love these guys. 
St Andrews class of 1978”

>>

>>

Dua Lipa ‘feeling grateful’ after 
receiving Kosovan citizenship

I don’t want to do 
roles for visibility: 
Shriya Pilgaonkar

Dua Lipa with Kosovo President Vjosa Osmani

According 
to the 
report, at 
the 
ceremony, 
children 
dressed in 
white sang 
Dua’s hit 
Levitating

Genelia made her debut in Genelia made her debut in 

2003 with 2003 with Tujhe Meri Kasam Tujhe Meri Kasam 

opposite Riteish Deshmukhopposite Riteish Deshmukh

@apnabhidu

@sachintendulkar

@chunkypanday
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With students prepa-
ring to enrol in the
final year of the Fo-

ur-Year Undergraduate Pro-
gramme (FYUP), focusing on
honours with research in the
seventh and eighth semes-
ters, challenges for students
and teachers continue to
persist. Professors are
struggling to complete the
additional syllabus in a limi-
ted time, making space to
guide students to the rese-
arch and dissertation work
mandated in the fourth year.
With the University of Delhi
(DU) confirming 55% of av-
erage enrolment in the fo-
urth year, confusion regar-
ding the timely completion
of research and a lack of in-
frastructure persists. Aca-
demics refer to FYUP as a
rushed rollout without suffi-
cient pilot data and stake-
holder consultation, which
will eventually compromise
the quality of education.

The early trend of enrol-
ment in classes that begun re-
cently reveals that Humaniti-
es students are more likely to
benefit from FYUP. In private
universities, BBA, BCom, BEd
and Psychology students are
more inclined to opt for the fo-
urth year to pursue careers in
teaching, research or compe-
titive exams. In Kirori Mal
College, 25 out of 63 stu-
dents (nearly 40%) of BA
(Hons) English have
opted for FYUP. Howe-
ver, Science students
showed reluctance
largely due to the
absence of labora-
tories and in-
frastructure at
several colle-
ges. “Most sci-
ence students
interested in higher
studies prefer to pur-

sue a two-year MSc degree,
which they see as a superior
qualification. The lack of suf-
ficient infrastructure, new
labs, and extra teachers in
colleges have been a discou-
raging factor. Few Science
students who have opted for
FYUP are using the additional
year to prepare for the compe-
titive exams,” says Prof Rud-
rashish Chakraborty, Kirori
Mal College, DU. “Most com-
merce students are not fin-
ding value in the fourth year,
as they are primarily interes-
ted in internships and jobs.
The fourth year is not seen as
adding significant value to
their career goals, except for
the small number of students
who want to go abroad,” Prof
Chakraborty adds.

Rushed Rollout
The immediate concern for
educators is the disorganised
nature of the rollout. The real
problem is ill-structured cour-
se content. Prof Chakraborty,
says, “The syllabi were put to-
gether at the last minute,
and there was no peer re-
view by the experts.
Most teachers have
not been introduced
to the curriculum

they need to teach in the final
semesters, even as the new
academic year has begun. It
is an administrative overre-
ach as the members not ex-
perts in the subjects tend to
replace rigorous academic
material with politically and
ideologically motivated con-
tent, beating the competitive
edge our syllabi once had.”

Poor Infrastructure 
The vision of a research-orien-
ted fourth year is colliding
with the reality of inadequ-

ate physical resources. The
professors express deep
concern about the lack of
new facilities and funding
for colleges. In July, the Mi-
nistry of Education alloca-
ted funds for an infrastruc-
tural push to DU colleges,
which have not trickled
down to the colleges. “A Rs
1,900 crore investment was
made for infrastructure de-
velopment, but it is yet to
translate into the construc-
tion of functional labs,
which is mandatory to make
FYUP successful. For scien-

ce students, there is no in-
centive to stay back in the
fourth year, as the necessa-
ry physical labs are simply
not available.” At Miranda
House (DU), only around
25% students of BSc (Hons)
Physics have opted for the
fourth year. “Out of 80 stu-
dents, only 18 are staying
back; however, the number
might increase to 24. It will be
clearer after a week or so,” sa-
ys Prof Abha Dev Habib, Mi-
randa House.

Academic Dilution
Beyond the logistical hurdles,
the core academic design of
the FYUP is a point of conten-
tion. There is a rising fear
that the new structure com-
promises the deep, subject-
specific learning that was a
hallmark of the previous sy-
stem. Prof Chakraborty
adds, “Our flagship hono-
urs courses used to be 75%
core competency, which
has now reduced to 50%. As
a result, the students are
forced to take seven papers
per semester, yet their core
competency is very poor be-
cause the component has be-
en compromised.”

Following the NEP 2020
guidelines, Kerala rolled
out FYUP from the acade-
mic year 2024-25, but fa-
ced multiple problems
due to an ill-prepared
curriculum and limited
infrastructure. Prof Am-
ruth G Kumar, Central
University of Kerala, po-
ints out the challenge of
designing relevant skill
enhancement program-
mes and multi-disciplina-
ry programmes. “A che-
mistry teacher can be trai-
ned in a pharmaceutical
company to get skill-orien-
ted knowledge, but for
language teachers, we
need an innovative trai-
ning format,” he says.

FYUP may be a tough call for Science
students due to diluted research component

Most varsities lack robust labs for research required in the fourth year which will compromise the purpose initially
Divyansh.Kumar

@timesofindia.com

The financial and social implications of an extra year are also
amajor concern. “Lower middle class students are opting
out of it because of the additional financial burden. Out-
station students cannot bear the additional cost of living in
cities to complete the fourth year,” Prof Habib says. Ashok
Kumar Mittal, founder chancellor of LPU, refers to the fourth
year as a flexible opportunity. “The FYUP is an effort to
broaden academic possibilities. It is an optional opportunity
for students who wish to pursue advanced research or
in-depth learning. Students from BBA, BCom, BEd, and
Psychology programmes are more inclined to opt for the
fourth year,” he adds.
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>> First three correct entries will win a ‘pen drive.’ 
Send in your entries only through e-mail with your 
Name, Address, Email, Tel no. and Profession to 
Brainstrain.hyd@gmail.com

BRAINSTRAIN

Which of these words is most nearly the opposite of the 
question word provided?

1. Stifle
 a. release  b. oppose 
 c. censor  d. contradict

2. Rage
 a. homage  b. solution 
 c. calm  d. fury

3. Plaudits
 a. pleasure  b. cheers 
 c. condemnation  d. approval

4. Sagacious
 a. judicious  b. knowledgeable 
 c. dull  d. ignorant

5. Abate
 a. free  b. augment 
 c. provoke  d. wane

6. Stealthy
 a. sneaky  b. quick 
 c. covert  d. open

7. Grievous      
 a. dangerous  b. atrocious 
 c. serious  d. delightful

8. Irascible
 a. determined  b. placid 
 c. reasonable  d. pliant

9. Fortify
 a. reinforce  b. weaken 
 c. underrate  d. downgrade

10. Impoverished
 a. improved  b. rich 
 c. friendly  d. importunate

Answer key for the last week's quiz: 1.(b), 2.(b) 3.(b), 4.(b), 5.(d),
6.(c), 7.(c), 8.(a), 9.(b),

KIIT student-athletes bag
most medals for India at

World University Games 2025
India rose to 20th position in final medal tally with a total of 12
medals, doubling the country’s standing from previous edition

Making waves at
the recently held
World University

Games 2025 in Rhine-Ruhr,
Germany, KIIT-DU emerged
as the highest-medalling In-
dian institution, contribut-
ing significantly to India’s
best-ever performance at
the global multi-sport uni-
versity competition.

Student-athletes from
KIIT clinched five medals,
three silver and two
bronze, helping India rise
to 20th position in the final
medal standings with a to-
tal of 12 medals, doubling
the country’s tally from the
previous edition.

KIIT students, includ-
ing Ankita, won a silver
medal in 3000m steeple-
chase; Praveen Chithra-
wal won a silver medal in
the triple jump, and See-
man won a silver medal in
5000m finals. The men’s
4×100m relay team won a
bronze medal, while the

women’s 20km race walk
team won a bronze as well.
Abinash Mohanty won a
bronze medal in badmin-
ton. The medal from Abi-
nash brought the Insti-
tute’s tally to six medals,
contributing half of India’s
total medals. A total of 42
athletes from Odisha, in-
cluding 40 from KIIT, were
part of India’s official con-
tingent of over 300 univer-
sity athletes.

Prof Achyuta Samanta,
founder, KIIT, KISS and
KIMS, congratulated the
medallists and expressed

immense pride in the 
university’s exceptional
achievement. “This day is
more than a medal count. It
is proof that when talent is
nurtured with care, faith,
and hard work, our young
minds can shine on the
world stage,” said Samanta.

“My heartfelt thanks go
to the Odisha Sports De-
partment, the Association
of Indian Universities
(AIU), Sports Authority of
India (SAI), and the Minis-
try of Youth Affairs &
Sports, Government of In-
dia, for their support and a
special note of gratitude to
PM Modi for his continued
encouragement of sports
in the country,” he added.

“We have doubled our
medal count from the last
games, from two to six. I
thank the AIU and every
member of the KIIT support
team for their service and
devotion to our young
champions,” he said.

This day is
more than a
medal count. It

is proof that when
talent is nurtured with
care, faith, and hard
work, our young
minds can shine on
the world stage.
– Prof Achyuta Samanta

India’s job market is wit-
nessing a change as jobs
are growing beyond ma-

jor metro cities, with more op-
portunities now available in
smaller cities. A report by
Randstad, cited by a recent
ToI report, shows that job
openings in tier-II cities went
up by nearly 42% between
September 2024 and Februa-
ry 2025 — much higher
than the 19% rise
in bigger tier-I
cities. The re-
port high-
lighted that

six major industries are dri-
ving this growth: banking
and finance, manufacturing
and automotive, IT, healthca-
re and pharma, retail, and
energy. There has been a no-
ticeable rise in the number of
job offers to students from ti-
er-II and tier-III cities, a shift
that college administrators
and recruiters attribute to
multiple factors. The All In-
dia Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) has also
played a pivotal role in ensu-

ring that institutions in these
cities are not left behind in the
employment race.

The AICTE has launched
several initiatives such as the
National Internship Portal,
AICTE Placement Portal, and
National Apprenticeship Tra-
ining Schemes. These plat-
forms, with multilingual ac-
cessibility, ensure that stu-
dents from smaller towns ga-
in knowledge in their
regional languages and ac-
cess better opportunities.
Prof TG Sitharam, chairman,
AICTE, says, “The market is
responding positively to the-
se efforts. India’s over 63 mil-
lion Micro, Small, and Medi-
um Enterprises (MSMEs) —

60% of which are ba-
sed in tier-II and tier-
III cities — along

with IT, marketing,
branding firms, NGOs,

startups, and manufac-
turing companies, are in-

creasingly recruiting from
these regions.” This shift

has been driven by the avai-
lability of skilled youth,
abundant local resources,
growing engineering insti-
tutions, and government-

led digital skilling program-
mes. “As a result, salaries in
certain sectors have jumped
by 20%-30%, particularly for
roles in software develop-
ment, data analytics, cloud
computing, and digital mar-
keting,” he says.

The AICTE job portal has
partnered with over 2,500
companies, providing centra-
lised access for employers to
tap into talent from across In-
dia. Additionally, AICTE’s in-
ternship portal has so far on-
boarded over 79,000 compa-
nies and registered more

than 2.98 crore students, pro-
viding over 77 lakh interns-
hips across government de-
partments and private sec-
tors, including MSMEs,
NGOs, startups, and research
organisations.

“Through these initiati-
ves, AICTE is decentralising
recruitment opportunities
and reducing dependency
on tier-I institutions. It enco-
urages companies to recruit
from a broader base of colle-
ges by organising virtual job
fairs, online placement dri-
ves, and fostering industry-
academia linkages, especi-
ally in rural and remote are-
as,” says Prof Sitharam.

While major IT and con-
sulting firms such as Infosys,
Wipro, IBM, Capgemini, De-
loitte, Cognizant, and TCS do
not physically visit campuses
in smaller cities, they conti-
nue to hire in large numbers
through virtual interviews.
“With support from AICTE
and corporate partners such
as IBM, Microsoft, among
others, students receive real-
world exposure through in-
ternships and training pro-
grammes. These collective
efforts are ensuring that stu-
dents from smaller cities are
not only employable but com-
petitive,” he adds.

A growing number of re-
cruiters have started recogni-
sing the value of students
from tier-II and III colleges.
Nidhi G Kapoor, dean, Trai-
ning and Placement, Kanpur
Institute of Technology (KIT),
says, “One of the key reasons
behind this shift is the strong
level of commitment and dri-
ve among students coming
from these regions. Several
recruiters find this drive lack-
ing among students from ti-
er-I cities. Technological ad-
vancements have also played
a significant role; virtual in-
terviews and online assess-
ments have eliminated geog-
raphical barriers, making it
easier for companies to recru-
it from campuses they would
earlier overlook.”

A rise in average salary
packages has contributed to
the positive trend. Earlier, the
average package was around
Rs 5 lakh per annum (LPA),
which increased to around Rs
8 LPA, particularly for stu-
dents in non-computer scien-
ce streams. Kapoor says, “Re-
gional recruiters from Delhi-
NCR, Kanpur, and even some
from Bengaluru have shown
interest, particularly in colle-
ges where students prefer
staying close to home during
their early careers.”

Virtual interviews increase job opportunities
for tech students from tier-II and III cities

Students are securing top offers across sectors such as IT, banking, automotive, and EdTech
Priyadarshini.Gupta
@timesofindia.com Driven by digital skilling programmes,

smaller cities are witnessing a hiring
surge, leading to a 20%-30% salary hike

Soft Skills
Training
Colleges have also evol-
ved their training to meet
industry demands.
“Institutions are now
prioritising soft skills
training, which is seen to
contribute to over 55%-
60% placement success.
Colleges that have gai-
ned autonomy have
further aligned their
curricula with industry
needs, moving away
from the outdated univer-
sity-mandated syllabi,”
says Kapoor.
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Following the recent
notification floating on
the internet, claiming

to be from the Commission
on Higher Education
(CHED) of the Philippines,
which stated that its Doctor
of Medicine (MD) program-
me complies with the eligi-
bility criteria outlined by the
NMC in India, under the Fo-
reign Medical Graduate Li-
centiate (FMGL) Regula-
tions, 2021, there has been
a noticeable interest
among aspirants. The he-
alth ministry has urged the
students to be watchful of
the official notice before
enrolling in medical colle-
ges in the Philippines.

The ministry noticed,
academic consultants are
promoting the Philippines
as an NMC-recognised des-
tination to pursue medical
studies, many of them refrai-
ning from giving complete
information and offering fal-
se assurances regarding eli-
gibility for FMGE or NExT
exams in India. However, it
is important to note that due
to existing provisions under
the Philippine Medical Act
of 1959, the validity of
CHED’s notice dated July 15,
2025, remains uncertain and

does not give clarity on its
eligibility in India.

Speaking to Education
Times on the condition of
anonymity, an official from
the Union Health Ministry
says, “Any student who
completes their medical gra-
duation from a country that
fully complies with the
FMGL Regulations, 2021,
will automatically be eligib-
le to appear for the Indian
medical licensing exam.

There is no need for the NMC
to issue a separate notifica-
tion in such cases. However,
students are strongly advi-
sed to carefully review the
regulatory requirements be-
fore choosing to study medi-
cine abroad.”

A notice dated July 15,
2025, came to light after a
law firm, Sarmiento Delson
and Dacanay Law Offices,
located in Quezon City of
Philippines, requested to
issue a statement confir-
ming that CHED-accredi-
ted medical schools are
compliant with the Indian
regulations. However, no
such notice is found on the
official CHED website. 

A second-year MD stu-
dent from Amravati, Maha-
rashtra, studying at Emilio
Aguinaldo College, Manila,
Philippines, says, “There
are around 500 Indian stu-
dents in my university alo-
ne, and some larger univer-
sities have thousands of In-
dian students pursuing me-
dical courses. After the
FMGL Regulations 2021,
NMC closed the doors for us
to return to India as practi-
sing doctors. The only hope
to make this degree useful is
by clearing the United Sta-
tes Medical Licensing Ex-
amination (USMLE) or the
Australian Medical Council
exam (AMC). Considering
the limited job opportuniti-
es in the United Kingdom, I
am not opting for it. Even
staying in the Philippines is
not an option for Indians
due to the ‘reciprocity’ pro-
vision under the Philippine
Medical Act of 1959.”

Under the reciprocity
provision of the Philippine
Medical Act of 1959, a fore-
igner may be allowed to
practise medicine in the
Philippines without pas-
sing the Physicians Licen-
sure Examination (PLE) if
the foreigner’s home count-
ry grants citizens of the Phi-
lippines the same privilege
under similar conditions.

MoHFW urges students to verify medical education
norms in Philippines amid viral CHED notice

Ayushi.Gupta1
@timesofindia.com

Some academic
consultants are
promoting Philippines
as an NMC-recognised
destination

The Consortium of NLUs has scheduled the exam
date for the CLAT 2026 on December 7, 2025.
CLAT is a national-level entrance examination

for admission to UG and PG law programmes offered by
22 participating NLUs across India. The CLAT 2026
registration process has been underway since August
1, 2025, and will remain active until October 31, 2025.
Interested candidates can fill out the application form
through the official website. According to the official
notification, the entrance exam will be held in offline
mode on December 7, 2025, between 2 pm to 4 pm. The
aspiring candidates are advised to regularly visit the
official website for admit card releases, exam day gui-
delines, and further updates.

CLAT 2026 registration
open till October 31

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

DU has released a
comprehensive
notification detail-

ing the introduction of the
Multiple Entry and Mul-
tiple Exit (ME-ME) Scheme
in its UG courses. The
notification states that
undergraduate students at
the university will now
have the option to pause
their studies after complet-
ing any even semester and
resume within a specified
timeframe. This initiative
aligns with NEP 2020 and
the UGCF 2022. “The
scheme operates on an
academic credit system,
where one credit equals
one hour of lecture or two
hours of practical or field-
work per week, with an
expectation of 1,200 learn-
ing hours annually,” read
the official circular.

Under the ME-ME
Scheme, students can
obtain a UG certificate after
completing the first year
(Semester II) with 44 cred-
its. After two years (Semes-
ter IV) and 88 credits, they
can earn a diploma. Com-
pleting three years (Semes-
ter VI) with 132 credits
makes them eligible for a
bachelor’s degree. Those
finishing the full four-year
programme (Semester VIII)
with 176 credits can gradu-
ate with a bachelor’s degree
with honours, honours with
research, or honours with
entrepreneurship, based on
their chosen specialisation.
Students who leave the
programme can return to
the same college and course
within seven years, provid-
ed their previously earned
credits remain valid. 

DU issues
guidelines for
ME-ME option
in UG courses 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

IIT Kharagpur will soon appoint a full-time psychiatrist,
following observations by the Supreme Court over a spate of
student suicides on the campus. The statement by IIK-KGP
director Suman Chakraborty came a day after the SC ques-
tioned the mental health measures in place at the institution
and asked why students were taking such extreme steps.
Prof Chakraborty said the institute would bring in a full-time
psychiatrist to provide professional mental health support.

IIT KGP to appoint psychiatrist on campus
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SAU expands academic,
digital, and global reach
The newly launched virtual campus aims to provide business education
through its MBA, Executive MBA, and BBA programmes by integrating

the intellectual capital of faculty with advanced digital pedagogy

SAU offers inclusive and
advanced education to
students from Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

– Prof K K Aggarwal, 
SAU President

South Asian University
(SAU), established
jointly by the eight

SAARC nations, was pro-
posed at the 13th SAARC
Summit in 2005 and has
been operational since 2010.
Envisioned as a centre of ex-
cellence to foster academic
collaboration and cultural
unity across South Asia, the
university is located on a
modern, fully residential
100-acre campus in Maidan
Garhi, New Delhi. SAU of-
fers education to students
from Afghanistan, Bangla-
desh, Bhutan, India, Mal-
dives, Nepal, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka, and is currently
guided by the dynamic lead-
ership of its president, Prof K
K Aggarwal.

Expanding 
Academic Structure
SAU offers undergraduate,
postgraduate and doctoral
programmes through facul-
ties including Faculty of
Mathematical Science, Fac-
ulty of Life Sciences & Bio-
technology, Faculty of Eco-
nomics, Faculty of Legal
Studies, Faculty of Physical
Sciences, Faculty of Chem-
ical Sciences, Faculty of
Management, Faculty of En-
gineering & Technology,
Faculty of English, Faculty
of Social Sciences, Faculty of

International Studies, Cen-
tre for Climate Change, Fac-
ulty of Arts and Design. 

The degrees from SAU
are recognised by the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) in India and by educa-
tional bodies across SAARC
nations, which help its
alumni excel globally. 

Introducing 
Virtual Campus
The institute’s virtual cam-
pus aims is to provide busi-
ness education through its
MBA, Executive MBA, and
BBA programmes by inte-
grating the intellectual cap-
ital of faculty with ad-
vanced digital pedagogy.
The virtual campus also
aims at AI, Data Science and
Computer Application
courses. The focus will be
on expanding the global
faculty network, enhancing
digital teaching capabili-
ties, and establishing a Vir-
tual Centre for
Excellence in

AI & Business Research.
In addition to this, the

Faculty of Arts and Design,
which aims to foster creativ-
ity, communication skills,
and cultural awareness, has
been offering skill-based
short-term certificate cours-
es in Cinematography, Vi-
sual Communication, Hindi
Language Proficiency, and
South Asian Music (ITSA).
The Faculty of Management
offers industry-driven inno-
vative programmes such as
Integrated BBA-MBA,
MBA, Executive MBA, PhD
and Executive Ph D. 

SAU’s green campus in
South Delhi provides a mod-
ern, eco-friendly, and secure
environment. Facilities in-
clude residential hostels,
faculty housing, a well-
equipped library, laborato-
ries, seminar halls, and per-
formance spaces that foster
learning and innovation.

�SAU Campus in 
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi

Asaspirants prepare to
register for CAT 2025,
with applications

open since August 1, the Indi-
an Institute of Management
Kozhikode (IIM-K), which
will be conducting the exam,
has already chalked out a blu-
eprint to ensure candidates
have a smooth and seamless
experience. Going by past
trends, the number of CAT
applications is expected to ri-
se by 10% due to wider ac-
cess of online resources, the
lure of brand IIM, better job
prospects and an upsurge in
entrepreneurial aspirations.

Speaking to Education Ti-
mes, CAT 2025 convener Prof
PN Ram Kumar of IIM-K that
had conducted the exam in
previous years, says, “Last
year, we received around
3,20,000 applications, and
this year, we are expecting
at least a 10% increase,
bringing us closer to about
3.5 lakhs.”

Attributing the increase
in CAT exam applications to
several key factors, Prof Ram
explains, “The rising de-
mand for management edu-
cation in India, coupled with
the prestige and brand value
of IIMs, makes an MBA an at-
tractive career path. The pro-
mise of high-paying jobs,
better career prospects, and
greater professional growth
are significant motivators for
aspirants. Furthermore, the
increasing accessibility of co-
aching resources on online
platforms, along with a rise in
entrepreneurial ambitions,
has made CAT preparation
more attainable for a wider
pool of candidates.” Test-ta-
kers should brace themsel-
ves for a varying number of
questions in each section.
While earlier versions had

100 questions, it was redu-
ced in pandemic times to 76
in 2020, and further to 66 in
2021, 2022, and 2023. CAT
2024 had 68 questions, so
most likely, the number of qu-
estions in CAT 2025 is not go-
ing to be constant. “While
the structure stays the same,
the number of questions in
each section may vary slight-
ly. The exam format and du-
ration will, however, remain
consistent,” Prof Ram adds.

Changing Pattern
Over the years, the CAT ex-
am has dramatically transfor-
med from a paper-based test
to a computer-based format,
with significant changes in
duration, number of ques-
tions, and sectional distribu-
tion over the years. The 2020

pandemic led to a shorter,
120-minute exam with fewer
questions, a pattern largely
maintained ever since. “Be-
yond the test itself, candida-
te profiles have shifted. IIMs
now actively promote aca-
demic and gender diversity,
encouraging non-engineers
and female candidates. The-
re is also a greater emphasis
on work experience and a
holistic evaluation that in-
cludes academic records,
extracurricular activities,
and performance in the
Written Ability Test (WAT)
and Personal Interview (PI),
making the selection pro-
cess far more comprehensi-
ve and competitive,” Prof
Ram says.

The current CAT exam
format, coupled with the
IIMs’ diversity initiatives,
seems to encourage Huma-
nities and Commerce stu-
dents to
crack the
CAT. “Whi-
le they
might need
to put in ex-

tra effort in the Quantitative
Aptitude and Data Interpre-
tation sections to brush up
on their fundamentals, their
inherent strengths in Ver-
bal Ability and Logical Rea-
soning, along with the di-
versity points offered by
IIMs, create a more balan-
ced playing field than ever
before,” says Prof Debashis
Chatterjee, director, IIM-K.

CAT 2025 may witness 10% uptick in
applications rising to around 3.5 lakhs

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

Promise of
high-paying jobs
and better career
prospects are key
motivators for
aspirants 

The IGNOU has extend-
ed the IGNOU admis-
sion 2025 online appli-

cation deadline till August
15, 2025. The deferment has
been done for admissions in
Undergraduate, Postgradu-
ate, Diploma, and Certificate
programmes in the ODL and
Online programmes. Inter-
ested candidates can visit
the official website. A few
benefits have been provided
to the students applying for
IGNOU admissions in UG
and PG courses this academ-
ic session, such as fee waiv-
ers for a few programmes in
ODL mode for SC/ST candi-
dates. Admissions are open
for new students and re-reg-
istration for those continuing
their studies. Regional cen-
tres across India provide aca-
demic support and guid-
ance. The earlier deadline
was July 31, 2025; the exten-
sion will ensure wider access
and reduce last-minute tech-
nical bottlenecks for thou-
sands of students applying
online. Before proceeding for
filling the form online the ap-
plicant must have the follow-
ing: scanned photograph
(less than 100 KB); scanned
signature (less than 100 KB);
scanned copy of relevant
Educational Qualification
(less than 200 KB); scanned
copy of experience certifi-
cate (if any) (less than 200
KB); scanned copy of catego-
ry certificate, if SC/ST/OBC
(less than 200 KB).

IGNOU extends
admission

registration
deadline till Aug 15

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
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■ NMIMS School of Business
Management invites
applications for MBA
Programmes 
Eligibility: Bachelor’s in any
discipline with 50 % marks 
Deadline: October 10, 2025 
Link:
https://nmat.nmims.edu/ 

■ MDI Gurgaon invites
applications for Management
Development Programme in
Lean Management and
Process Improvement 
Eligibility: Mid-to-senior
level professionals 
Deadline: August 07, 2025 
Link:
https://shorturl.at/cISx2 

■KLH Global Business
School, Hyderabad invites
applications for BBA
Programmes
Eligibility: Passed 10+2 or
equivalent with 55% or above 
Deadline: August 12, 2025 
Link: https://gbs.klh.edu.in/

ALERTS
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After the successful
implementation of the
II-tier system for

Maths and Science in class IX
and X, the CBSE introduced a
similar curriculum model for
Social Science (SST) in class X .
The pilot project was laun-
ched in July in selected scho-
ols across India. Under this sy-
stem, there will be two sepa-
rate sections–Advanced and
Basic Social Science, based on
the difficulty levels. This for-
ward-looking reform, cur-
rently being tested in Kendri-
ya Vidyalayas, government,
and private schools, seeks to
personalise learning, reduce
dependence on coaching,
and enhance continuity bet-
ween secondary and senior
secondary education.

Tailored Approach
Sudha Acharya, principal, ITL
Public School and former cha-
irperson, NPSC, whose school
is part of the CBSE pilot, emp-
hasised the value of student
choice in the new system.
“The new dual curriculum is
designed to align with stu-
dents’ career aspirations. For
instance, students aiming for
engineering or medical ent-
rance exams such as JEE or
NEET can opt for Advanced
Math and Science, while tho-
se considering law or civil ser-
vices or are planning for CLAT
or UPSC may prefer Advanced
Social Science and Basic Sci-
ence. This flexibility allows
students to focus on their go-
als and make informed sub-
ject choices,” she says.

The advanced curriculum
serves as a bridge to senior se-
condary education by integra-
ting chapters aligned with
class XI and XII content. This
initiative aims to ease the of-
ten-abrupt transition stu-
dents experience between se-
condary and senior secondary
levels. “Chapters that were
earlier removed from the se-
condary syllabus such as the
periodic table in Organic Che-
mistry have gradually been
reintroduced in the advanced
curriculum of class X. This is
aimed at deepening students’
understanding early on so
that they do not struggle in
classes XI and XII, where it
has been observed that stu-
dents who perform well in
class X often face difficulties
with the class XI syllabus,” sa-
ys Acharya.

“In Advanced SST, core
concepts from the senior se-
condary level such as globali-

sation in Economics are being
introduced earlier in the curri-
culum to help students build a
stronger foundational under-
standing. Other subjects wit-
hin SST have also undergone
curriculum alignment, with
previously deleted sections
reinstated to ensure smoother
academic progression. For ex-
ample, in Political Science, the
chapter ‘Outcomes of Demo-
cracy’ now includes an in-
depth study. This addition
aligns with higher secondary
chapters such as ‘Democracy
and Rights’ from class XI and
‘Democratic Resurgence’
from class XII. These enhan-
cements aim to bridge the le-
arning gap between seconda-
ry and senior secondary clas-
ses,” she adds. The II-tier sy-
stem is aligned with the
global learning pattern. 

Assessment process
To evaluate its effectiveness
in the pilot stage, CBSE is
analysing the difficulty level,
which will be introduced in
the question papers. The as-
sessment will be focu-
sed on analytical and
application-based qu-
estions. “A significant
change is the increa-
sing difficulty of one-
mark questions. Un-
like earlier formats
that relied on factual
recall, the new MCQs
are case based, requi-
ring interpretation
and analysis. For ex-
ample, instead of as-
king when a war hap-
pened, questions
might now involve in-
terpreting data or un-
derstanding the cau-
ses and impacts of
events. The same app-
roach applies to Geog-
raphy and Political Sci-
ence, where ques-
tions are now under-
standing-based and
often scenario-dri-
ven,” says Acharya,
underlining how stu-
dents now need to de-
monstrate practical
understanding. “Me-

morising the content is no
longer sufficient; the ability
to apply knowledge in unfa-
miliar contexts defines com-
petence,” she adds.

Teachers are being trained
to teach the new formats and

understand the new assess-
ment standards. “The tea-
chers are undergoing trai-
ning in competency-based
assessment, with institu-
tions such as Azim Premji
University offering speciali-

sed courses in question paper
design,” she says.

The feedback from the pi-
lot project will play a crucial
role in shaping CBSE’s future
curriculum for classes X and
XII. As the initiative progres-
ses, the NCERT is actively
developing textbooks alig-
ned with the new two-level
curriculum. These resour-
ces are expected to be ready
in time for the planned rollo-

ut of the revised higher se-
condary curriculum.

While the two-level curri-
culum model marks a pro-
gressive shift in school edu-
cation, its success will de-
pend largely on how thought-
fully it is implemented across
India’s diverse schooling
landscape. Highlighting the
key challenges, Praneet
Mungali, trustee, educatio-
nist, Sanskriti Group of Scho-

ols says, “Challenges include
the need for robust teacher
training to handle differentia-
ted content, fair and well-de-
signed assessments that do
not imply hierarchy, and en-
suring resource equity so that
rural or under-resourced
schools are not left behind.
Addressing social perception
is equally important, as stu-
dents opting for the Basic le-
vel must not feel inferior.”

CBSE introduces II-tier curriculum for Social Science to increase application-based learning
Debasmita.Dasgupta

@timesofindia.com The advanced curriculum serves as a bridge to
senior secondary education by integrating 
chapters aligned with class XI and XII content
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